
NITY VERSION 



ather Joseph Crispino is a prif!St of 
h• o<iet11 of Mary and holds hi< li
entiate in s11cri' d scripture from the 
iblic11l Institute in Rome. He has 
ught sacre·! scripture both at M11rist 
ol!ege anJ th• Catholic Unipersit11. 
11shington, D.C. He is a member of 

he Catholic Biblical AISociation. A• 
11lhor anti. editor of C11.rtent Scripture 
af ~s, he is involved tl11J1-to-da71 toilh 

U the nezo R• ~lopments in scriptural 
cholarship 111,.oughout the world. 



THE 

NEW TESTAMENT 





THE 

NEW 
TESTAMENT 
OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR 

JESUS CHRIST 

WITH INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOTATIONS BY 

REV. JOSEPH A. GRISPINO, S.M., S.S.L 

THI! BIBLICAL Tl!XT IS TRANSLATI!D FROM THB LATIN VULGATB 

A Revision of the Cha/loner-Rheims Version 
Edited by Catholic Scholars 

Under the Patronage of 

THE EPISCOPAL COMMITTEE OF THE 

CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 

An Angelus Book 

GUILD PRESS • NEW YORK 



Copyright, MCMXLI, by Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
International copyright under National Copyright Union. 

All rights reserved under Pan-American Copyright Convention. 

IMPRIMI POTEST: 

NIHIL OBSTAT: 

IMPRIMATIJR: 

July lS, 1966 

VERY REVEREND CHARLES WILLIS, S.M. 
PROVINCIAL OP THE w ASHlNGTON PRovINCB 
OP THB SOCIETY OP MARY 

REVEREND Jmrn c. SBLNBR, S.S., S.T.D. 
CENSOR LIBRORUM 

Ill PATRICK A. O'BoYLB 

.ARCHBISHOP OP WASHINGTON 

Editorial co-ordination: Poldi Goetz Wittels 
Maps, charts, tables: Hagstrom Company, Inc. 

Library of Congress Card Number: 66-24853 

© Copyright 1967 by Guild Press, Inc. Designed and produced by 
Artists and Writers Press, Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in the 

U.S.A. by Western Printing and Lithographing Company. 



PREFACE 

This annotated edition of the New Testament is to serve the 
same purpose as our edition of the Old Testament, which is: to 
offer a readable, up-to-date book of Holy Scripture to the lay
man and student. It also attempts to give the best distillation 
of the interpretations laid down by modern Catholic biblical 
scholarship. In a sense, then, it may be called a textbook of 
biblical interpretations. This is a significant feature, for it has 
been one of our main objectives to bring into focus at least all 
the commonly acknowledged "form critical" interpretations ex
plained by Catholic Gospel scholars. 

The New Testament is in greater need of an annotated 
edition than the Old Testament, for whereas many people admit 
openly that they do not understand the Old Testament, this 
admission is not made so frequently, as it perhaps should be, 
concerning the New Testament. Most people believe to be more 
familiar with it than with the Old Testament-and that is pre
cisely the point. Many a person has been lulled by his or her 
alleged familiarity with the New Testament text into equating 
this familiarity with comprehension of the text. If our intro
ductions and annotations will make the reader progress from 
familiarity to something higher than a fundamentalistic inter
pretation of the Word of God, then they will have achieved the 
most desired goal. 

In this age of specialized biblical research nobody knows 
better than colleagues in scripture studies that the times have 
long passed when one man could be called 11 specialist on the 
whole Bible. It is even questionable whether one man can truly 
be called a specialist on one Testament alone, Old or New. 
It is, thus, obvious, that an annotated Bible should be the work 
of a committee of experts, notwithstanding that the work is 
intended for the layman and student. Equally obvious, however, 
is that such a feat presents too many practical problems. In 
brief, the main reason for embarking on this daring enterprise 
has been the desire to satisfy a need deeply felt in the world 
of Catholic biblical literature in English, a need that simply 
had not been satisfied. 

On occasion the name of an expert will appear in pa
rentheses to indicate that his opinion is being summarized. In 
these instances the undersigned assumes the responsibility for 
the accuracy of the exposition. (See, f.i., A. Feuillet, in Ap 
11, 1-2 n.) In this connection the undersigned wishes to express 
his indebtedness to his former professor, Father S. Lyonnet, S.J. 
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Father Lyonnet's lectures in Rome and especially his French 
commentary in the Verbum Salutis series have provided more 
than the warp and woof for the annotations on the epistle to the 
Romans. The reader should be aware of the fact that the New 
Testament writers nearly always quoted the Old Testament not 
from tbe Hebrew but from the Greek Bible. Therefore, the Old 
Testament quotations as given in the present New Testament 
CCD translation do not correspond with the English wording 
of the same quotations contained in the Old Testament. 

The reader will often notice that annotations to quotations 
used by a sacred New Testament author from the writings of 
an Old Testament author, state: "The New Testament author 
'rereads' or 'reinterprets' tbe Old Testament text to mean that 
... etc." This terminology expresses a new trend. In these 
annotations, the statement "the New Testament author rereads 
or reinterprets" means tbat a neutral position is taken. In 
other words, instead of saying: the New Testament writer uses 
the "fuller sense" (the existence of which is denied by many 
outstanding scholars) or: he uses the typical sense (which is 
rare and disputed) or: he accommodates the quoted text, the 
annotations say: the New Testament author rereads or reinter
prets. In this way the focus is on tbe meaning given by the 
New Testament writer to the Old Testament text. However, 
when the New Testament author literally quotes the Old 
Testament, or obviously accommodates the quoted text or when 
he, in the opinion of many scholars, uses a standard typical 
sense, these variations will be indicated. The frequent mention 
made in the annotations of this book to the Old Testament and to 
explanatory material included therein as, for instance, introduc
tions to single books or groups of books, annotations to chap
ter ( s) and verse ( s), and to maps, charts, tables, etc., refer to 
the 1965 Guild Press edition of the Old Testament. 

May this work assist teachers in realizing one of their great
est ideals, namely, to make the student read all of the New 
Testament and not only all about it. Finally, this wish: may the 
introductions and annotations in this edition exemplify the words 
spoken about Scripture in Vatican Council II: "For there is 
growth in the understanding of the realities and the words which 
have been handed down. This happens through the contempla
tion and study made by believers .... " (The Dogmatic Constitu
tion on Divine revelation, November 18, 1965). 

Marist College 
Washington, D.C. 
November 19, 1965 

Joseph A. Grispino, S.M. 
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A.D. 
Caesar Augustus-27 B.C.-A.D. 14 
Herod Antipas-4 B.C.·A.D. 39 

Death of Jesus 30-33 Tiberius-14-37 
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Felix, procurator-52-60? 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The term "New Testament," or "new covenant," originates from 
the account of the Last Supper, in which these words of Jesus 
are given (Mt 26, 28): "This is my blood of the new covenant 
(testament).'' The meaning of our Lord's words is that he 
came to save his people in a new manner, according to a new 
covenant that was to replace the old covenant, i.e., the Old 
Testament. From the end of the second century the "New 
Testament" referred to the inspired writings as distinguished 
from those of the Old Testament. 

The twenty-seven books of the New Testament were com
posed from approximately 50 to 100 A.D. by about twelve 
principal inspired writers. These books, which equal one-third 
of the length of the Old Testament, are the four Gospels 
written by the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; 
the Acts of the Apostles; the fourteen "Pauline" epistles; the 
seven Catholic epistles; and the Apocalypse. 

The mother tongue of almost all the New Testament authors 
was Aramaic, a Semitic language. Yet they composed all their 
writings (as we now have them) in Greek. As to the precise 
type of Greek used in the New Testament, many experts agree 
on the following path of development: from many Greek 
dialects it was the Attic form of Athens that emerged as the 
most acceptable. This has been called classical Greek before 
300 B.C., and after that date (till 550 A.D.),..Hellenistic Greek. 
Alexander the Great diffused Hellenistic Greek in eastern 
Mediterranean lands during his conquests (334-320 B.C.) while 
the Romans spread it in like fashion in western lands. Hellenistic 
Greek was written both in a literary and in a non-literary 
form (Koine). The Koine ("common") was the language in 
which the New Testament was written. 

Some of the New Testament compositions are clothed in a 
better Greek than others. The epistle to the Hebrews, St. Luke's 
Gospel and Acts are generally praised as the best, both in 
vocabulary and sentence structure. (This judgment remains 
valid in spite of a few poorly written parts in Acts.) At the 
other end of the scale are St. Mark's Gospel and the Apocalypse. 
They feature more colloquial Koine Greek. 

The spoken language of Palestine at the time of Jesus was 
western Aramaic. Of the three dialects of this language spoken 
in Galilee, Samaria, and Judea, our Lord spoke the Galilean, 
recognizable (Mt 26, 73) by its confusing of the gutturals. 
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(Western Aramaic survives today in only three villages along 
the Syrian-Lebanese border.) 

Biblical or classical Hebrew was not spoken in our Lord's 
day, but was confined to the written Bible. It is evident from his 
reading of the Bible in the synagogue (Lk 4, 16ff) that Jesus 
understood classical Hebrew. 

Greek was currently spoken in Palestine due to the influence 
of Alexander the Great and of the Jews who returned from 
Greek speaking countries. In fact, several Palestinian centers 
were strongly Greek, e.g., Samaria, and many Galilean 
cities around the lake of Galilee. Since Jesus was a Galilean, 
it is probable that he spoke the language. He seems to have 
done so to the Chanaanite woman (Mk 7, 26) and to Pilate 
(Jn 18, 34ff). 

HOW THE BIBLE GREW 

None of the original manuscripts written by the New Testa
ment authors has survived. This comes as no surprise as they 
were written on papyrus, a perishable material made from 
a sedge plant native to the Nile region. Yet, considering its 
age, the New Testament comes to us as the best preserved 
group of ancient manuscripts in the world. There are about 
5,000 Greek copies containing all or parts of the New Testa
ment, in contrast to the less than one hundred manuscripts 
extant of any classical author. Many works of classical writers 
have survived in only a few copies which are separated from 
their original composition by more than one thousand years. 

The inspired authors wrote in the first century on separate 
papyrus rolls or scrolls, but in the second century the four 
Gospels were bound in papyrus codices or leaf forms, as were 
the epistles of St. Paul. The codex format made the grouping 
of these writings in one volume possible, whereas the scroll did 
not. The ordinary length of a Greek literary scroll rarely ex
ceeded thirty-five feet, for a longer scroll would have been too 
inconvenient to handle. The Gospel of Luke and the Acts, for ex
ample, each amounted to thirty-one or thirty-two feet in length. 

Translations from the Greek into Latin and Syriac were made 
in the second century. It was only in the fourth century that 
all the New Testament was bound in one volume. This was the 
century of vellum (line parchment) codices and of translations 
from the Greek New Testament into other languages besides 
Latin and Syriac. From this century and the one following 
came some of the best preserved and most complete New 
Testament Greek codices. 
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The fifth century saw many, but poorly translated, Latin 
Bibles. St. Jerome's translation of the complete Bible (into 
Latin for official Church use) became known as the Vulgate. 
It was of uneven value, for some parts were better translated 
than others. 

During the course of centuries a number of errors crept 
into the Vulgate. The Council of Trent fittingly ordered a new 
cJition in the sixteenth century. It resulted in the Clementine 
Bible of 1592, which has repeatedly undergone editing without 
yielding significant changes. From 1907 onward the Benedictines 
in Rome have been working on an edition that attempts to 
reproduce the original Vulgate as it left the hands of St. 
Jerome in the fifth century. 

The New Testament was translated for Catholic use from the 
Vulgate into English at Rheims, France, in 1582. The Old 
Testament was translated in 1609-10 at Douay, Belgium. Then, 
in I 750, Bishop Challoner was said to have revised the "Douay
Rheims Bible," but actually he made a translation from the 
Vulgate rather than a revision. All subsequent editions of the 
Challoner Bible were known by the blanket term, "Douay
Rheims," till 1941 when American scholars made a version 
of the New Testament from a critical edition of the Vulgate 
in comparison with the Greek manuscripts. However, since 
the 1941 translation retained the style and diction of the 
Challoner-Rheims translation, it is called a revision rather than 
a translation. The 1941 edition is called "Confraternity Version" 
since it was translated under the patronage ofjhe Bishops' Com
mittee of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. This is the 
translation contained in this book. A new Confraternity trans
lation from the Greek texts is in preparation. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND 

Palestine was a bridge between Egypt and Mesopotamia, 
over which tramped the conquering armies of Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylonia, Persia, and Greece. The Romans were the masters 
of the bridge when Jesus Christ entered the world. Pompey 
had captured Jerusalem in 63 B.C., on a Sabbath day when 
the Jews refused to light. Judea fell prey to the Roman Eagle. 
Judea was in official Roman eyes one of the Empire's most 
unruly lands because of the tenacity with which the people 
clung to their native customs. 

Herod began his rule in 43 B.C., but he was not crowned king 
of the Jews until four years later. He was a vassal and partisan 
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of Mark Antony up to the latter's defeat by Octavian at Actium 
in 31 B.C. The wily Herod then won the confidence of Octavian, 
the first Roman emperor. Since Herod was only half Jewish 
and therefore despised by his Jewish subjects, he established 
a police state rule to safeguard his throne. He methodically 
executed his rivals, even when they were members of his own 
family. Mariamne, the favorite of his ten wives, was not spared. 
rThe famous saying of Augustus is most appropriate: Better off 
is Herod's pig than his son. (The Greek words for pig and 
son form a pun.)] Herod ruthlessly crushed revolts and punished 
with an iron hand. He encircled the land with fortresses, among 
them the fortress known as the Antonia in the area of the 
Jerusalem temple. Since Jewish soldiers were not to be trusted, 
king Herod hired mercenary troops. 

Being rejected hy the Jews did not discourage Herod from 
protecting the Jewish religion and from remaining sensitive to 
Jewish feeling. His sons were educated in Jewish families at 
Rome. He forbade portraits and images of Caesar in Palestine. 
Herod even obtained permission for the Jews throughout the 
Roman empire to practice their religion freely, and the permission 
continued after his death. Herod's reconstruction of the Jerusalem 
temple was another outstanding example of his concern for 
the Jews. Notwithstanding his cruelty, Herod ameliorated and 
beautified the kingdom, especially his showplace: Jerusalem. 
Yet he failed to achieve the great ambition of his reign, namely, 
to win over the Jews. There was a deeper reason for this 
failure than the fact that he was a half-Jew, and this was 
his disregard for the absoluteness of the .Mosaic Law. The 
majority of the Jews, because of the Pharisees' teaching, believed 
that the Mosaic Law was the will of God. According to 
Pharisaic interpretation of the Law, the high priest was to 
remain in office for life. Herod, however, saw the Law just as 
an ordinary law of the people, not as the inviolable will of God. 
Moreover, the "half-Jew" feared that a high priest remaining 
in office for life would amass too much power and authority. 
So, at his own discretion, the crafty king resorted to terminating 
the reign of the high priest. The impasse was clear: the people 
hated the king for violating the Law in favor of political ex
pediency; and the king had to safeguard his throne at all costs. 

Coupled with his protection of the Jewish religion was Herod's 
endeavor to introduce his people to Greek philosophy, rhetoric, 
and history. He built the Palestinian Greek cities of Sebaste and 
Caesarea, and the pagan temples in Samaria and on the island 
of Rhodes. The king contributed to the Olympic Games and 
conducted his own games every four years in Caesarea and 
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Jerusalem. In brief, he wanted his countrymen to be like him
both Jew and Greek. 

After his death in 4 B.C., Herod's kingdom was divided 
among his three sons, Archelaus, Herod Antipas, and Herod 
Philip. Archelaus inherited Idumea, Judea, and Samaria. Herod 
Antipas received Galilee and Perea. Herod Philip, whose mother 
was the famous Cleopatra, obtained the section northeast of 
Galilee. 

Archelaus was harsh and hungry for power. St. Joseph 
feared him and therefore refused to return to Bethlehem in 
Judea, choosing instead Nazareth in Galilee which was ruled 
by Herod Antipas (Mt 2, 22). The New Testament mentions 
Archelaus only here, and the unfavorable portrait of him 
tallies with that found in the writings of the contemporary 
Jewish historian, Josephus. Archelaus was deposed after a 
decade. 

Judea was placed under a Roman procurator in 6 A.D. 
Pontius Pilate who was given the procuratorial powers in 26 
A.D. became the longest reigning procurator of Judea (and the 
most famous because of his role in the trial of Jesus). An 
undisguised hostility toward the Jews led to his recall to Rome 
in 36 A.D. 

Of Herod's three sons it is Herod Antipas-the "fox" as 
Jesus called him (Lk 13, 32 )-whom the New Testament 
most frequently mentions. This is the Herod who married his 
half brother's wife, Herodias (the mother of Salome) and 
incurred the wrath of John the Baptist (Mk 6, 18). To please 
Herodias, Herod Antipas pleaded with the Roman emperor, 
Gaius, for the title of king. In reply, Gaius exiled him to what 
is presently Lyons, France, where he died. Herodias voluntarily 
shared his exile. 

Herod Philip built the Palestinian cities of Caesarea Philippi 
(see Mk 8, 27 n), and Julias. Philip died in 34 A.D. after a 
peaceful reign. 

Agrippa I, a grandson of Herod the Great, acquired Philip's 
kingdom in 37 A.D. from the emperor Gaius. Agrippa also 
acquired the kingdom of Herod Antipas when the latter was 
exiled. 

After the assassination of Gaius in 41 A.D., the emperor 
Claudius rewarded Agrippa for his support in acquiring the 
throne by giving him ldumea, Judea (no longer ruled by a 
Roman procurator), and Samaria. Hence, from 41 till 44 A.D., 
the year of his death, Agrippa I was the only Herod who ever 
ruled a territory coextensive with that of the former Herod the 
Great. The territory included Agrippa's own kingdom (i.e., 
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the section northeast of Galilee combined with Galilee and 
Perea) and the kingdom that Archelaus had inherited after 
the death of his father, Herod the Great. 

Agrippa observed all the laws of the Jews in Palestine but 
he followed Greek customs outside of Palestine. In what is 
now Beirut, Lebanon, he built a theater and in Caesarea and 
Sebaste he erected statues. The death of Agrippa I is recorded in 
Acts 12, 21-23. 

His son, Agrippa II, became king at about 50 A.D. He 
received the right to appoint the high priest. The king lived 
largely like a Jew. This is the Agrippa before whom Paul was 
tried (Acts 26). Agrippa II died in I 00 A.O. 

After the death of Agrippa I in 44 A.O., all Palestine was 
ruled by Roman procurators of the equestrian order who were 
directly answerable to the emperor. The occup.ying Romans 
despised the peculiarities of the Jews and spent little time 
trying to understand them. The Jews in turn, according to a 
strict logic as they saw it, regarded themselves as the Chosen 
People, superior to all Gentiles. 

It was Roman policy to grant self-government to the lands 
subjected to the emperor. For the Jews this meant self-rule 
through the Sanhedrin, their supreme doctrinal, judicial, and 
administrative body which was presided over by the high priest. 
The Jews were autonomous in their temple cult, private cult, 
synagogue worship, and in the study of the Mosaic Law. They 
could levy a tax on all Jews living in and outside of Palestine, 
payable to the temple treasury (Mt 17, 23-26). They were 
even exempt from Caesar worship. 

Since Rome reserved to herself the military defense of 
Palestine, small garrisons dotted the country. There were 700 
to 1,000 men at the barracks of the Antonia in Jerusalem to 
handle disorders such as the commotion at St. Paul's arrest 
(Acts 21, 31ff). The "Roman" soldiers were recruited from 
non-Jews, principally those living in the districts of Samaria 
and Caesarea. The fortress at Caesarea was the official residence 
of the procurator and it was there that most of the troops were 
stationed (Acts 10). 

Rome kept a vigilant eye on the Jewish procedures of taxing 
and on the administration of justice, but reserved to herself 
the right to confirm death sentences (see the explanation follow
ing Jn 19, 16 n), and to suspend the Sanhedrin. Rome was 
adamant in only one thing: that the Jews acknowledge her 
sovereignty. The manner agreed upon was a daily sacrifice for 
Lhe emperor in the temple. The suspension of this sacrifice in 
66 A.D. was practically a declaration of war against Rome. 
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RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND 

Common to the different sects were the institutions of 
temple worship and education through the scriptures. 

After the Bible it was the temple of Jerusalem that constitut
e<! the strongest force of uniting all Jews in and outside of 
Palestine. From the time of Jesus till the fall of Jerusalem in 
7U A.O. the temple had reached its apex of prosperity. Never 
before had it enjoyed so much wealth and fame. The total 
number of temple priests throughout the land were 7,000. 
They were assisted by 11,000 Levites. 

The primary purpose of the temple was the offering of 
sacrifice. Of the many kinds the most important was the burnt 
offering for the purpose of the community's atonement. This 
sacrifice was offered every morning and afternoon (3:00 P.M., 
according to Acts 3, 1). Hymns of praise, prayers, and the 
reading of the Ten Commandments accompanied this "continual 
offering" (known in Hebrew as the "tamid-offering"). The 
priestly blessing concluded the ceremony. On Sabbaths and 
feast days there were other offerings made besides the burnt 
offerings. Many of the faithful of Jerusalem attended the two 
daily sacrifices regularly. If they could not attend they stopped 
in prayer even on the street corner (see Mt 6, 6 n) or wherever 
they happened to be--much like a modern Arab interrupts his 
activity to pray, facing Mecca, when the town crier announces 
the hour of prayer. 

Palestine was divided into twenty-four SfCtions. Each sec
tion had to take its two-week turn to assist at the sacrifice 
through its priests. Therefore the priests were divided into 
twenty-four "courses" (groups). "Zachary, of the course of 
Abia" (Lk 1, 5) belonged to the eighth group. Priests alternated 
two weeks at a time to serve at the Jerusalem temple. Lay 
deputies, throughout Palestine, represented their section at the 
time appointed for taking part in the sacrifice. This practice 
reminds moderns of perpetual Eucharistic adoration. 

Among other kinds of sacrifices were votive offerings before 
going on a difficult journey; a thanksgiving offering after a safe 
return; offerings in fulfillment of a vow (Acts 18, 18-22). The 
major feasts were The Day of Atonement, the Feast of the 
Passover, the Feast of Weeks (or Pentecost), the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

Another common institutional practice was the education of 
the Jews .through their scriptures. The Jews were scripturally 
~ducated m the home, the school, and the synagogue. From 



10 INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT 

early childhood the children were taught the sacred scriptures by 
their parents, as is exemplified by Timothy (2 Tm 3, 15). 
Jewish boys took a pledge at the age of thirteen to keep the 
commandments. The Book of Leviticus was their "primer." 
It is unclear to what extent the boys were obliged to attend 
Bible schools in Jesus' time, but Bible school attendance was 
not obligatory for girls at all. A school room was usually 
attached to the synagogue. 

In the synagogue was the "ark," the place where the Bible 
rolls were kept. Worship was held in the synagogue each 
Saturday (Sabbath) in the morning and afternoon, and on 
Sundays and Wednesdays. The service itself comprised an act 
of faith, a prayer, a reading from the Bible, a sermon, and a 
blessing. The reading from the Bible consisted of two parts; 
one was a section from the Pentateuch (according to a three
year cycle), the other a random passage from the "prophets." 
By "prophets" are here meant Josue, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 
3 and 4 Kings, Isaia, Jeremia, Ezekiel, and the twelve minor 
prophets. In order that the people could understand what the 
reader was reading from the classical Hebrew Bible, another 
person translated the passages into the Aramaic dialect. Outside 
of Palestine no translator was necessary since the Greek 
Bible was read_ A typical sermon of the time is preserved in 
Heb 11 where a virtue (faith) is explained through a chain of 
recollections from parts of the Bible. The overall purpose of the 
sermon was to move the will. 

It was the duty of the "ruler of the synagogue" to appoint 
lay readers and preachers (Acts 13, 15 ), and to maintain order. 
The assistant of the ruler had the duty of taking the scroll 
from, and returning it to, the "ark." (Lk 4, 20.) 

Many other institutions that existed and formed parts of the 
religious background are explained in the annotations. Here 
we shall limit ourselves to a consideration of the religious sects: 
the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Samaritans, Zealots, and 
Herodians. 

The most famous sect was that of the Pharisees. They 
probably originated in the second century B.C. from the 
Chasidim (Hasideans or Assideans). The Chasidim fought at the 
side of the Machabees (see 1 Mc 2, 42 n) for the strict observance 
of the Mosaic Law. The Pharisees, more interested in re
ligion than in politics, acted as the chief spiritual leaders 
of the people from 76-67 B.C. Some of the Pharisees were 
scribes, i.e., copyists and experts of the Mosaic Law. The 
scribes of the Pharisees were more influential than those of the 
Sadducees and of other sects. It was the task of the scribe to 
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apply the Mosaic Law of the Pentateuch to any problem. He 
advised the legal expert in court proceedings, the priests in the 
cult, and the layman in any situation. Yet the scribe was not a 
professional. He had, like Paul, to follow a trade (see Acts 
18, 3). A scribe would train his pupil informally. There were 
no academies for scribes. 

The Pharisees were zealous in preserving the Mosaic Law and 
in adapting it to the needs of the day. Excessive zeal led to 
particularism (see Introduction to Jona) and complacency in 
knowledge of the Law. Perhaps the greatest error caused by such 
excessive zeal was the belief that observance of the Law merited 
a person's justification and salvation. Opposed to that belief 
was the teaching of Christ. See James 2, 24 n. 

Within the ranks of the Pharisees there were at the end of the 
first century B.C. two famous schools. One school was headed by 
the conservative Rabbi Shammai, the other by the more liberal 
Rabbi Hillel. The influence of both rabbis is occasionally felt 
in the Gospels (see Mt 19, 3 n). After the political dissolution 
of the nation resulting from the two unsuccessful revolts against 
Rome in 70 and 13~ A.O., the Pharisees preserved Jewish law, 
literature, and customs. The survival of Jewish culture in 
present-day Judaism is in large measure due to the endeavor of 
the Pharisees. 

The Sadducees originated in the second century B.C. This 
sect, more interested in politics than in religion, rivaled with the 
Pharisees in influencing Palestinian life. The power of both 
rivals was neutralized by Herod the Great. During the reign of 
the Roman procurators in Palestine from 44 A.O. onward, the 
Sadducecs sided with the Romans. The sect ceased to be of any 
consequence when the Jews lost political independence after 70 
A.O. It had never gained significant influence over the people. 

The Sadducees were priests, usually wealthy aristocrats who 
lived in the country; the Pharisees were laymen who generally 
lived in urban centers. The Pharisees believed in angels and 
the resurrection of the dead; the Sadducees denied both (Acts 
2 3, R) along with divine Providence. The Pharisees added many 
laudable interpretations and precepts to the Mosaic Law and 
dignified them as "the traditions of the fathers." Unfortunately, 
the emphasis on these traditions became at times more important 
than the Mosaic Law (see Mt 15, 1-7 n). The Sadducees 
rejected these accretions. Moreover, they seem to have accepted 
only the Pentateuch as their Bible, and not the prophets and 
other writings. The Pharisees were more lenient in court 
pronouncements than the Sadducees. This tendency derived 
from the fear of sinning; thus, they dreaded to make pro-
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nouncements and left the decision to God. Gamaliel, a Pharisee, 
objected to the Sadducees' proposal to execute the apostles 
(Acts S, 38f) because of this fear of making a wrong judgment. 
There also were many minor differences between the two rivals 
on matters of law and liturgy, e.g., the method of reckoning 
the dates of the new moon and of Pentecost. (Scholars agree 
that even though the "Sadocites" mentioned in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls were priests, they were not the same priests as the 
Sadducees.) 

The Essenes ranked in importance with the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees. This fact was brought to light by the discovery 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Pharisees numbered 6,000; the 
Essenes numbered 4,000, although only 200 lived in their most 
important center, Qumran, on the northwest coast of the Dead 
Sea. They also lived in cities and villages of Palestine. To 
become a member of this ascetic group, it was necessary for 
the candidate to undergo a one-year "postulancy" and a three
year "novitiate." Afterward he took solemn oaths to be reverenl 
toward God and just toward men, to hate sinners, to help the 
just, obey his Essene rulers, tell the truth, share his property, 
and to keep secret the teachings of the sect. The excavations 
at Qumran, of the community refectory and pool underscore 
the importance of common meals and ritual baths. 

The Qumran community left a large library. It was 
preserved in jars. No matter how striking the similarities between 
these unearthed writings and the New Testament are, essential 
differences do exist. The widely accepted view among Christians 
and non-Christians is that the New Testament writers depended 
not on the Qumran writers but that both drew on the common 
fund of Palestinian customs and expressions. 

Here are some of the radical differences between the two 
groups: the Essenes taught hatred of enemies; Jesus taught love 
of enemies. The Essenes refrained from proselytizing; the 
early Christians preached the Gospel to the Jews and to the 
Gentiles. The Essene leader, "the teacher of righteousness," 
was persecuted; Jesus died and arose from the dead. 

The Samaritans began their feud with the Jews in the 
eighth century B.C., and it was still raging at the time of Jesus 
(see Esd 4, 3 n). In spite of the Jewish claim that the Samaritan 
blood had become impure by intermarriage with foreigners ( 4 Kgs 
17, 24-41), pure Israelite blood ran through the veins of many 
Samaritans. 

The contemporaries of Jesus regarded the Samaritans as 
apostates (Jn 8, 48). The Samaritans believed that the Penta
teuch alone constituted the Bible. Their temple, built at the end 



INTRODUCTION TO TiiE NEW TESTAMENT 13 

of the fourth century B.C., graced sacred Mount Garizim 
(Jn 4, 20). The Jews destroyed the temple in 128 B.C. as an 
illegal rival of their own temple at Jerusalem. One of the 
notorious incidents, still fresh in the minds of Jews at the 
time of Christ, is recounted by Josephus: at the midnight ?our 
during a passover (between 6 to 9 A.O.) the Samaritans 
desecrated the temple of Jerusalem by strewing dead men's 
linnes on the temple floor. It may have been the influence of 
Hellenism that had debased the official Samaritan religion as 
exemplified in Simon the magician (Acts 8, 9ff). The few 
surviving Samaritans continue to celebrate the annual paschal 
sacrifice on Mount Garizim. 

According to the Jewish historian, Josephus, the point in 
history of the Zealots' origin was the census ordered by Caesar 
Augustus at the time of the birth of Jesus. The census was an 
irritating reminder to the Jews, among other peoples, that 
they were living in a land occupied by Roman overlords, and 
an hypersensitive group formed in hot indignation the sect of 
the Zealots. 

The Zealots agreed with the Pharisees that the will of God 
was to be done unconditionally. God's will was that the people 
should be ruled by him, and not by any human ruler. Obedience 
to God's will would hasten his intervention in the Messianic 
age. The break with the Pharisees, however, came when the 
Zealots declared open war against the ruling Herods and later 
against the Romans. Moreover, the Zealots were determined 
to stamp out the Greek language from Palestine. These die
hard nationalists refused to pay taxes to, Rome. With the 
dagger, their favorite weapon of assassination, they cut down 
any Jew or Gentile who hindered their plans. The fanatical 
Zealots foolishly urged resistance against the Romans and were 
thereby largely responsible for the fall of Jerusalem in 66-70 
A.D., and for the political dissolution of the Jewish state. Many 
preferred martyrdom to calling Caesar "lord." They were finally 
annihilated in 13~ A.O. 

The Herodians were another party mentioned in the Gospels 
(Mt 22, 16) as opponents of Jesus. Scholars generally agree 
that the Herodians were courtiers and followers of Herod and 
his dynasty, but there is a dispute on their further identification. 
The Herodians were more a political party than a religious 
sect. They settled chiefly in Galilee and among Jerusalem 
families. Similar to the Pharisees, the Herodians sided with the 
occupying Romans out of political expediency. It is not clear 
~hy Luke, completely, and Matthew, partially, avoided mention
ing the Herodians by name. 
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Gospel of Matthew 

Gospel of Mark 

Gospel of Luke 

Gospel of John 

Acts 

Romans 

I Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 

Galatians 

INTRODUCTORY LITERARY FACTS ABOUT NEW TESTAMENT WORKS 

Author Date Place of Recipients Purpose 
Writing 

Matthew 70? unknown Jewish Christians of To show that Jesus is the Messia 
Palestine or Syria 

Mark 64-70 Rome Gentile Christians To show that Jesus is the Son 
outside of Palestine of God 

Luke 8G-85 Alexandria? Gentile Christians To give a more extensive ac-
Rome? count of Christ's words and 
Greece? deeds 

John the Apostle? 96-100 Ephesus (Unidentified) To show that Jesus is the divine 
John's disciple? Christians Messia 

Luke 64-80's Rome Gentile Christians To narrate the first thirty or 
forty years of Church history 

Paul 58 Corinth Jewish and Gentile To discuss the justice and love 
Christians of God 

Paul 57 Ephesus Mostly Gentile To answer some questions 
Christians 

Paul 57 Macedonia Mostly Gentile To defend his ministry against 
Christians his critics 

Paul 56-57 Corinth? Gentile or Jewish To defend his apostolic authority 
Ephesus? Christians against Judaizers 
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Name 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

1 Thessalonians 

2 Thessalonians 

Pastoral Epistles 
(1, 2 Tm, Til 

Phi lemon 

Hebrews 

INTRODUCTORY LITERARY FACTS ABOUT NEW TESTAMOO WORKS leantinuedl 

Autbor Date Place of Recipients PlrpeSI 
Writing 

Paul's disciple- 61-63 Rome? Gentile Christians To combat In part, religi1 
secretary? Caesarea? syncretism 

Ephesus? 

IS 

Paul 56-57? Ephesus? Mostly Gentile To encourage and to admo1 
61-63 Rome? Christians 

h 

Paul 61-63 Rome? Mostly Gentile To combat false teachers 
Caesarea? Christians 
Ephesus 

Paul 52 Corinth More Gentile than To answer some ~esti 
Jewish Christians about the end of the world 

ns 

Pseudonymous 52 Corinth More Gentile than To clarify some misundersta 
author? Jewish Christians ings 

Rd-

Paul's secretary? ,63-67! Rome Timothy at Ephesus To show how Church Im 
Pse~donymous 9().120? and must govern 

author? Trtus at Crete 

rs 

Paul 61-63 Rome? Philemon of Colossae To request the welcoming b 
Caesarea7 of a runaway slava 
Ephesus? 

Paul's disciple? 64-67? Italy Jewish Christians To encourage persecuted Ch 
Apollos? JS-901 tians by the doctrine of Chrii 

priesthood 
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Nam a 

James 

1 Peter 

2 Peter 

1 John 

2 and 3 John 

Jude 

Apocalypse 

INTRODUCTORY LITERARY FACTS ABOUT NEW TESTAMENT WORKS (continued) 

Author Date Place of Recipients Purpose 
Writing 

James the Less? 40's? 60's? unknown Jewish Christians To deliver various admonitions 
James' secretary? 70..1507 
Silvanus? 64 Rome Communities In To warn against false teachers 

present-day Turkey 
Peter? 64-67? Rome Communities in To warn against false teachers 
Peter's disciple? 80? 90-95? present-day Turkey 
Pseudonymous Second 

author? Century? 
John the Apostle? early 90's unknown Christians of the To combat false doctrines 
John's disciple? entire Church 

John the Apostle? 90's unknown Church(es) in present- To combat false doctrines (2 Jn) 
John's disciple? day Turkey (2 Jn) To praise Gaius and reprimand 

Gaius (3 Jn) Diotrephes (3 Jn) 
A "brother'' of Jesus 64-80 unknown Some Communities in To combat false doctrines 

Syria? 

John the Apostle? 90's Patmos? Christians of the To encourage Christians facing 
John's disciple? entire Church persecution by the Roman 

emperors 

The works are listed above according to their traditional sequence in the Bible. 
For a fuller explanation consult the introduction to each work. 



INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPELS 

THB SYNOPTIC GOSPBLS 

When the reader places the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke side by side according to parallel passages, he will notice 
tlu:ir "similar appearance." Hence the name "synoptic Gospels," 
derived from the Greek "syn" (common or similar) and "opsis" 
(view). Of the many similarities and differences the reader will 
detect, for example, that Matthew's "Our Father" has seven 
petitions; Luke's has five. Mark and Luke speak of one man 
possessed by the devil at Gadara; Matthew speaks of two men. 
Matthew and Luke describe the same three temptations of our 
Lord but in different sequences. 

Naturally, the reader will begin to ask himself: who copied 
from whom, and to what extent? Did the evangelists copy from 
one another at all? Or did they copy from one or several 
documents that are unknown to us? What did these hypothetical 
documents contain-accounts on deeds of Jesus or sayings of 
his, or both? All these questions may be grouped under the 
heading: "the synoptic problem." 

Among the theories advanced to solve the synoptic problem 
was the oral theory. The most telling objection to this theory, 
which held that all three Gospels depended on a common oral 
source, was that even the famed retentive oriental memory 
could not account for some remarkable striking similarities, 
both in the details and in the sequences, of many Gospel 
passages. A written document theory would explain those 
similarities more satisfactorily. 

From 1860 to 1960 the two-source theory was dominant. 
According to it, the similarities and differences of the first three 
Gospels could be explained thus: Matthew and Luke used 
Mark's Gospel (practically as we have it today) and a now lost 
collection of logia (sayings of our Lord) which the scholars 
referred to as Q (from the German word, Que/le, meaning 
"source"). Matthew and Luke were allegedly composed, apart 
from their narratives of the infancy of Jesus, by combining and 
editin,ll in different ways the material found in Mark and Q. As 
the decades of the twentieth century cascaded, various modified 
forms of the two-source theory succeeded one another. 

Today's critics generally advance two theories toward a 
solution of the problem. The first is still a modified two-source 
theory; the other is some form of a triple-tradition based on the 
supposition that the three synoptic writers depended on Matthew 



18 INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPELS 

or on a Greek translation of Matthew's Aramaic "Gospel." 
(See the beginning of the Introduction to the Gospel of St. 
Matthew.) From all the foregoing it is clear that there has 
never been a completely satisfactory solution to the synoptic 
problem, nor is there any on the horizon. The endeavor to 
solve the synoptic problem has reached a stalemate. However, 
here are the conclusions agreed upon by most scholars. 1. The 
three Gospels are not composed from a common oral tradition. 
2. Both Luke and Matthew copied partly from Mark. 3. Mat
thew and Luke may have copied from each other, but there 
is no definite proof for it. 

FORM CRITICISM 

Simultaneously with the birth of New Testament form 
criticism in 1919 occurred the strong sprouting of the synoptic 
problem. The form critics gradually saw the limitations of 
source criticism of the synoptic Gospels and began to fix their 
gaze on the thirty-year period prior to the writing of the 
synoptic Gospels. This oral or preliterary period spanned the 
time from Christ's death to the first appearance in written form 
of the synoptic Gospels in the sixties. 

Form critics are so called because among other tasks under
taken by them is the task of classifying the Gospels' various 
literary forms. Hence, the name FORM criticism, or appreciation 
of the literary FORMS. Based on their study of those literary 
forms, the critics try to explain how the Gospels came to be 
written as we now have them. 

Of the manifold tasks that comp;ise the form critical 
method the most practical to consider in reading our annotations 
to the Gospels is the task of searching out the Sitz im Leben, as 
the German scholars say, or the "life situation" of the early 
Church from which the literary form sprang. To find out what 
life situation determined the literary form of this or that passage 
is to get the answer to the question: what definite historical 
social circumstances in the early Church caused this passage to he 
written? Some form critics claim that preaching was the situation 
in life that gave the impetus to the synoptic Gospels as we 
have them today; others say that the Gospels resulted from 
controversies in the early Church, or that the Gospels simply 
took shape in the early Christian assemblies where individual 
Christians instructed and strengthened fellow members. As for 
the Passion narratives, there are those critics who claim that 
they came into being through the liturgy. Finally there arc 
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those who maintain that the Gospels originated not from any one 
of these circumstances but from all of them together. 

One salient truth, however, which the form critia have 
underscored is the important and vigorous life stream of oral 
tradition. Before the first books of the New Testament were 
written, the Church already existed and was governed by the 
traditions transmitted orally by the apostles and Church leaders. 
The form critics' scientific study of this oral period has put 
this outstanding truth on a more scholarly basis by pointing out 
the intense activity of preaching, discussing, instructing, and 
liturgical and pastoral service. On April 21, 1964, the Biblical 
Commission recognized the value of form criticism and officially 
approved the correct use of it. 

As a result of all the insights gleaned from the studies of 
the synoptic problem and through the method of form criticism, 
scholars commonly speak of three different Gospel levels. 

First, there is the level of the "life situation of the early 
Church." This life situation is explained above as one of the 
tasks of form criticism. The second part of the parable of the 
sower is an appropriate example of this level (see Mt 13, 
18·22 n). 

Another level is the "situation in the Gospel." This refers to 
the manner and purpose of the evangelist in arranging his 
Gospel the way he did from the oral and written sources he 
used. This level is also called "redactional history," i.e., the 
history of Gospel composition. An illustration in point is 
Matthew's account of the Sermon on the ,Mount. Many talks 
given by Jesus at different times (as Luke seems to testify) are 
here combined by Matthew, because it is his custom to put 
similar things together, perhaps as an aid to the memory and as 
a pedagogical device (see Mt 5-7 n). Yet, a passage of scripture 
is not said to be on the first or second level unless evidence 
is offered. Such evidence will usually be based on different 
vncabulary, different points of view, deliberate changing as 
shown hy parallel passages, and other divergences that may 
ha vc been detected. 

A third level is the "sitilation in the life of Jesus." This is 
the historical level-the actual words and deeds of our Lord. 
Do the Gospels represent this level? Hardly. Mark perhaps 
has more eyewitness accounts than the other evangelists, but 
even these are few. We very rarely have the exact words of 
Jesus because he spoke in Aramaic, and the Greek used in the 
Gospels is always a translation of his words. The scholars 
prefer to say that we have the substance of Christ's words 
and deeds. They can say this because what the attempts to solve 
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the synoptic problem and the method of form criticism have 
shown is, at least, that the sacred authors never intended to 
write a "Life" or biography of Christ in our modern sense 
of these terms. Had they intended to do so, we would know 
the exact words and deeds of Christ. Can the scholars show 
convincingly that the evangelists never did intend to write a 
strict Life of Christ? They believe they can. 

For the sake of clarity, let us consider the task of a modern 
biographer. What would he have to know to compose a biog
raphy of George Washington? The biographer would have to 
have at his disposal objective sources from which to select, e.g., 
an accurate chronological account of the events in the life 
of Washington, and an equally accurate geographical record 
of his travels. Furthermore, records of everything significant 
that the first president said and wrote wo~ld be necessary. In 
other words, if the biographer were not able to say when and 
where Washington did and said certain things, he could not 
write a modern biography. In addition, the biographer would 
have to know something about Washington's psychological 
development, his philosophy, the origin and growth of his ideas 
on politics, government, war, religion, and so on. Every 
document or eyewitness evidence bearing significance on any 
event in Washington's life would be an invaluable aid to the 
biographer. 

What do we find in the Gospels by way of representing a 
scientific "Life" of Christ? Precious little. The expressions 
denoting time ("in those days," "at that time," "immediately") 
are in most instances vague and transitional formulas. The 
time of Christ's public ministry seems, according to the syn
optics, to be about one year. Yet, according to John's Gospel, 
it seems to have lasted three years. Regarding the lack of pre
cision in dating events, the Gospel writers did not deem it 
necessary to even state the exact date of the birth and death 
of Jesus. To say that he was born "in the days of king Herod'" 
and that he died "in the reign of Pontius Pilate" was considered 
accurate enough for historians in those days. 

The obscure expressions used for time find their counter
parts in the hazy expressions for place ("on the way," "in a 
house""). Only a comparatively small number of passages tell us 
where the events actually happened. Matthew's intent to be 
incomplete is obvious when we reflect that Jesus performed 
many miracles in Corozain and Bethsaida (Mt 11, 21), and 
yet the whole New Testament does not locate a single miracle 
in those towns. Moreover, the evangelists do not trace the 
topography of Christ's itineraries. Scholars today find the tracing 
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of them impossible. Nevertheless the Gospels present a frame
work of the life of Jesus which is substantially historical. 
After John the Baptist's imprisonment, Jesus commenced and 
expanded a well-received ministry in Galilee. After the people's 
enthusiasm waned, Jesus retired to present-day Lebanon and 
the Decapolis on the east side of the Jordan River. He gradu
ally instructed his apostles and revealed to them that he was 
tlie Messia. Finally he traveled to Jerusalem through Perea to 
suffer and die. 

What, then, did the evangelists intend to write? The Gospels 
themselves answer this question. The sacred writers' principal 
preoccupation was to pen the "good news" of the resurrection 
of Christ. To explain this truth, they had to lead up to Christ's 
death by narrating only some of his controversies, miracles, 
and talks, beginning with the ministry of John the Baptist. 
The scanty telling of the deeds and words of Christ sufficed 
to give an idea of his personality, teaching, and life, and 
to highlight his resurrection in proper perspective. There is 
also scant reflection on the development of Christ's teaching. 
except for Matthew who himself gives but a little. 

Since the evangelists did not write a strict Life of Jesus 
and since modern historians have practically no other source 
foe the story of his life except the Gospels, neither group can 
be credited for having presented a "Life" of Christ in the 
strict sense. In other words, the evangelists have given us in 
their accounts the "substance," the genuine central thought of 
Christ's words and deeds. The next question is: how do 
modern scholars prove that the "substance'~ is genuine? How 
do they prove that what the synoptic Gospels relate about 
Jesus is actually true? (We omit John's Gospel here, even though 
all that we shall say about the historicity of the synoptic Gospels 
applies to it too. See the Introduction to the Gospel of St. John 
for a more complete explanation of its historicity.) 

To give a clearer picture of the present-day position of 
Gospel studies on the question of historicity, we shall first look 
at how the long-standing apologetic method treats of it. Then 
we shall present a sketch of the recent apologetic method 
proposed by modern Catholic biblical scholars. 

The long-standing method of proving the historicity of the 
synoptics may be briefly summarized as follows: the Gospels 
come from Mark, who was Peter's interpreter, and ultimately 
from other eyewitnesses. These witnesses and the evangelists are 
trustworthy. We know this because the evangelists were sincere 
--they died for what they wrote. They were well informed about 
Christ, about the geography of Palestine, the social customs of 
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the people, their civil and political institutions, their religious 
beliefs and mentality. Much of the Gospel writings is in agree
ment with archeological evidence and literary evidence from 
contemporary writers, as Josephus and Philo. If the evangelists 
are trustworthy in regard to the many details that have been 
verified, they can also be esteemed trustworthy in regard to 
their reports about the claims that Christ made and which he 
supported with his miracles and his resurrection. Hence, the 
Gospels are historical. 

The recent apologetic method does not reject the long
standing method but offers several modifications. One of them 
pertains to the type of history in the Gospels. The long
standing method supposes that the evangelists narrate eye
witness accounts of Cluist's deeds and verbatim reports of his 
words. Thus, what the long-standing method supposes is equiva
lent to a strict, factual, modern type of history in the Gospels. 
To put it differently: the long-standing method uses the same 
tools in testing the historicity of the Gospels that it would use 
to test the historicity in Toynbee's A Study of History. It is, 
however, common knowledge that this modern writing of 
history began only in the nineteenth century. 

According to modern biblical experts, the type of history 
as written by the evangelists is a looser type of history. It is 
less precise in quoting what people said, and Gospel history is 
also not precise in the recording of details as dates, names of 
places and of persons. When Mark (in 10, 46ff), for example, 
writes that our Lord cured one blind man at Jericho and 
Matthew (in 20, 29ff) says two blind men, these scholars 
explain any such variation of details as a very normal char
acteristic of orally transmitted stories. They explain that the 
Cluistian community considered minor divergences negligible 
since there was agreement on essentials--the actual cure of 
the blind person(s). The moderns teach that what is inspired is 
what the sacred writers meant, and in these instances !:hey 
meant to vouch for the main point of the story and not for the 
accuracy of details. The explanation advocated by the modern 
scholars reveals what type of history they see and defend in 
the Gospels--a kind of remembered image or a painting of what 
Christ did. By contrast, the long-standing method tries to har
monize, for example, the divergent details in the story of the 
blind man at Jericho. The long-standing solution is that these 
are two different incidents. This explanation reveals the type 
of history defended thereby: a stenographer's report, or a 
photographic account of what Christ did. 

According to the moderns, the type of history written by 
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the evangelists is not only a less statistical and less journalistic 
history, but it is interpretive history. This is not surprising, for 
all history is interpretive, else it is not history but a chronicle. 
Gospel history was written by authors who believed that Christ 
is God and who wrote for the same kind of believers as they 
themselves were. They did not write for unbelieving pagans. 
Even when Matthew portrays Christ as the Messia, quoting 
from the Old Testament as often as he can in order to prove 
that Christ fulfilled the prophecies made therein, the evangelist 
is still writing for believers. It is clear that the evangelists have 
not begun with a methodical doubt and then have set out to 
write a primitive apologetic textbook. 

Moreover, the authors of the Gospels wrote as believers 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit's brilliant illumination 
ot Pentecost. From that time on they understood to a fuller 
extent what Jesus had been telling them all during his ministry. 

Interpretive history also means that the evangelists some
times adapted Christ's words to the needs of their own day. 
A relevant example is the famous divorce clause, narrated 
only by Matthew: " ... whoever puts away his wife, except for 
immorality and marries another, commits adultery" (see Mt 
19, 9 n). Some modern scholars believe that Matthew himself 
added "except for immorality" to the words of Jesus to meet 
the problem of his day when illegal and incestuous marriages 
were rampant. This minority opinion maintains that Matthew, 
in this clause, adapted Christ's words to the needs of the Church. 
The inclination of the evangelists to adapt Jesus' words to every
day problems is not at all strange if we tecall how often we 
hear a preacher in the pulpit accommodate the Gospel texts 
to the needs of the listeners. This is what the apostles and 
evangelists did. One big difference between the preacher of 
today and the evangelist of antiquity is that the latter's adap· 
tation was an inspired one. 

It is only after having explained the particular manner of 
history in which the Gospels were written that the modern 
scl1olars have accepted the arguments advanced by the long
standing apologetic method to support the historicity of the 
Gospels. From this vantage point the following conclusions 
indicate the position of modern scholars. From a pure, scientific 
investigation, irrespective of personal religious persuasion, they 
conclude: 1. Jesus Christ really existed as an historical person. 
This one point of convergence on Jesus stems from different 
sacred writers who have written from different points of view 
as well as from different communities such as Jerusalem and 
Antioch. (We have not proven that our Lord is the expected 
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Messia of the Old Testament, much less that he is divine.) 
2. The historicity of the synoptics is proven in general. 3. Al
though it has not historically been proven that each activity 
and discourse of our Lord happened exactly as described, we 
may still entertain a legitimate "prejudice" in favor of the 
synoptic Gospels' historical value. 4. The evangelists wrote 
trustworthy history even if they did not equal the contemporary 
Greco-Roman historians in the technique of historiography. 
5. A perfectly legitimate presumption is that the Gospels present 
substantially what Christ said. 

We have not yet asked what the term "Gospel" means. 
Etymologically, it means "good tale;" factually, it means the 
"good news" of our Lord's resurrection from the dead. Christ"s 
death and resurrection form the heart of the four Gospels, as 
is evident from Peter's speeches in Acts, namely, the sermon 
at Pentecost (2, 14-40); his speech after curing the lame beg· 
gar (3, 12-16; 4, 8-12); his talk after his arrest (5, 29-32). 

Many scholars discern in these speeches a four-point plan, 
according to which the "good news" was first preached. These 
same four points apparently formed the framework of each 
of the four Gospels. The points are: 1. A description, beginning 
with the ministry of John the Baptist, of our Lord's public 
ministry; some of his miracles; some sermons, and controversies 
(only Matthew and Luke add the narrative of the infancy of 
Jesus as a prologue to their respective Gospels). 2. The passion 
and death of Jesus. 3. The resurrection of Jesus. 4. The con
clusion that Jesus of Nazareth is not only the promised Messia 
but that he is also divine. Another way of interpreting the 
four-point plan is this: since the main message of the "good 
news" was the resurrection of Christ, the evangelists had to 
say what led up to it, namely, his passion and death. To 
explain in turn what led up to his Passion, they had to explain 
some of his miracles, sermons, and disputes with the Pharisees 
who finally succeeded in having Jesus executed. 

Before the Gospels of the evangelists were written there 
were, at first, only fragmentary accounts of the good news of 
salvation. Later many authors composed writings that were 
called Gospels of Jesus. Finally the four inspired Gospels 
emerged and were accepted by the Church as inspired. "The 
Gospel according to ... " means: according to the viewpoint 
of the evangelist for each of the four Gospels. 

It was only in the second century A.D. that the Greek 
word for Gospel was used to mean a book of recounting the 
words and deeds of Jesus. By way of parenthesis: the four 
titles, "The Gospel according to St. Matthew," " •.• Mark," 
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" ... Luke," and " • John" were not originally part of the 
inspired text. 

MIRACLES 

Disputes resulting from recent studies make a brief sketch 
on the miracles imperative. The trend of long standing has 
been to read the miracles as narrated in the Gospels from ao 
apologetic point of view. It has been emphasized that the mira
cles of Jesus surpassed the laws of nature and thereby con
firmed his claims to be the divine Messia. Modern scholars do 
not deny the merits of the apologetic viewpoint. Moreover, they 
do not deny that the miracles of Jesus led many of his con
temporaries to believe in him, nor that Jesus wrought his mira
cles to confirm his claims. However, these scholars deny that 
the apologetic aim was the first and foremost motive of our 
Lord"s miracles. There are even many instances of Christ's re
fusal to prove his claims by performing miracles. He refused 
to do so when the chief priests and scribes blasphemed: "Let 
the Messia ... come down now from the cross, that we may see 
and believe" (Mk D, 32; see also Mk 8, 12). 

Taking first the synoptic Gospels and then St. John's Gospel 
we shall consider the principal intent underlying Christ's mira
cles and the evangelists' principal purpose in recording them. 

The main reason for Jesus to perform miracles was to pro
claim through them the arrival of the Messia and his kingdom. 
He fortified this proclamation through warfare against Satan 
and his kingdom. Jesus intended his miracles as attacks against 
Satan. Beginning with the temptation of Christ, and ending with 
Calvary, all was a series of battles between the kingdom of 
Christ and the kingdom of Satan who had held men imprisoned 
under his rule of sin since the fall of the first parents till the 
arrival of Jesus (see Mt 12, 29 n). 

The miracles themselves consisted in outright expulsions of 
<lemons from possessed persons. These exorcisms proved the 
arrival of the kingdom: "If I cast out devils by the Spirit of 
Goel, then the kingdom of God has come upon you" (see Mt 
12, 28 n). A second way in which Jesus used the miracles as 
a weapon against Satan was by healing the sick. Since, in the 
popular mind, sickness was a result of sin and sick people were 
thus considered part of Satan's kingdom, the miracles of curing 
and healing performed by Jesus were aimed as blows against 
the kingdom of Satan. The miraculous cure of the paralytic was, 
in the eyes of the people, illustrative of Christ's power over 
illness, sin and therefore over Satan (see Mt 9, 3.7 n). A third 
manner of using his miracles against Satan was through the 
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raising of the dead. Since the connection between sin and death 
was close, death was just as easily considered to fall under 
Satan's dominion as was sin. St. Paul illuminates this in saying: 
"the sting of death is sin ... thanks be to God who has given 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor 15, 56£). 
By the miracle of raising people from the dead, Jesus showed 
his triumph over Satan (e.g., the widow's son, Lk 7, 14). Yet, 
the greatest triumph over Satan's dominion of the dead was 
through the miracle of the resurrection on Easter morn. Now 
Jesus was proclaimed Messia and Lord (see Acts 2, 33 n). 
Some experts propose a fourth manner used by Christ in work
ing miracles against Satan-the nature miracles. However, the 
scriptural texts sampled do not seem to prove the theory ad
vanced by these experts. 

Besides proclaiming the arrival of his kingdom through a 
three-pronged attack against Satan's kingdom, Jesus also per
formed his miracles in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. 
He told the disciples of John the Baptist that the arrival of his 
kingdom has been manifested by his miracles of healing the 
sick and raising the dead to life (see Mt 11, 4-5 n). Finally, 
Jesus sometimes performed a miracle with the principal in· 
tention of teaching a truth in symbolical terms (see Lk 5, 10 n; 
Mk 11, 14 n). More generally, however, the symbolic meaning 
is secondary (see Mt 8, 10-11 n). 

Turning from the synoptic Gospels to John's Gospel it be
comes dear that John does not present the miracles of Christ 
as an announcement of the arrival of his kingdom but only as 
acts belonging to the ministry of Jesus and as an illustration of 
God's power. John's Gospel does not underscore the warfare 
between Satan's kingdom and the kingdom of Christ. Another 
great difference is this: in the synoptic Gospels the symbolism 
of the miracles is secondary; in John's Gospel the symbolism i~ 
primary (see the section on the historical value in the Intro
duction to the Gospel of St. John). 

CHRIST'S KNOWLEDGB 

More recent in biblical studies than the problem of the 
miracles is the intricate problem of Christ's knowledge. A 
long-standing opinion in the Church teaches that, besides hav
ing divine knowledge, Jesus possessed three kinds of hu
man knowledge: acquired knowledge, which he learned through 
experience just as any other man would; inf used knowledge, 
granted to his human intelligence without learning from ex
perience; beatific knowledge, giving Jesus the ability to sec 
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the essence of God and know everything in him. (Beatific vision 
Includes the constant experience of intense joy permeating the 
whole being.) 

The modern trend among Catholic scripture scholars and 
theologians is to look at the Gospels themselves for a study of 
Christ's knowledge and awareness of who he was. A basic out· 
line of how some scholars view this question follows. 

At the age of twelve Jesus shows that he is fully aware of 
being divine. He tells his parents who found him in the temple: 
"Diel you not know that I must be about my Father's business?" 
(see Lk 2, 49 n). The boy Jesus did not gradually become 
aware that he was God's divine Son, he always knew it. He 
knew it as a child, then as a youth, and later as an adult. In 
other words, Jesus was aware of his divinity through his human 
intelligence. This awareness took hold in him in much the same 
way that we become aware of ourselves. Moreover, Christ's 
understanding of himself developed along the same lines that 
our understanding of self develops. 

Besides his self-awareness of being divine, Jesus learned 
through his human knowledge just as other boys learned. He 
was not just pretending to learn, he did learn when Joseph 
taught him carpentry and Mary his daily chores. In the words 
of Luke, "Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and grace before 
Goel and men" (Lk 2, ~2). This verse may be easily under· 
stood to mean that as the knowledge he acquired from experience 
advanced, so did his human awareness of his divinity "advance." 

During his public ministry Jesus continued to show his 
awareness of being divine. His actions also-made it clear. Some 
outstanding examples among his claims, miracles, and prophecies 
are: his claim to have the power to forgive sins (see Mt 9, 
3-7 n); his claim to be master of nature (see Mk 8, 24 n); 
his claim to be master of the Sabbath (see Mt 12, 8 n). All 
these claims, which he made to show that he is divine, were 
understood by and made through his human intelligence. This 
intuitive self-knowledge did not include the ''beatific vision." 
According to the Gospels, this "state of glory," i.e., the comtanl 
experience of perfect joy permeating the whole being, was not 
enjoyed by Jesus until after his resurrection. The transfiguration 
was an exception. Consequently, during his agony in the garden, 
in the Passion, and on the cross he did not enjoy the beatific 
vision (see Mt 26, 37-39 n). 

A further perusal of the Gospels shows that in addition to 
being humanly aware of his divine sonship, Jesus knew things 
which he never learned through human experience. Some ex
amples are: his ability to read the thoughts of others such u 
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those of Judas (Lk 22, 21), and of the Samaritan woman 
(see Jn 4, 16-18 n). He knew of the death of Lazarus before 
he was told (see Jn 11, 4a n); he knew what happened to 
Nathaniel under the fig tree (see Jn 1, 49 n); he knew when 
and where he was to suffer, die, and arise from the dead (see 
Mt 20, 17-19); he knew and taught religious doctrine perfectly. 
All the foregoing examples are instances of infused knowl
edge, i.e., knowledge given to his human intelligence without 
learning from experience. Jesus, though, always acknowledged 
God as the source of his knowledge: "as the Father has told me." 
The element common to all these examples of infused knowl
edge is the help they gave to Christ in his mission of redemption 
(see Mt 24, 36 n). By the same token, Christ did not have 
infused knowledge of what we call today modern sciences. 
His thirty years at Nazareth give no indication of exceptional 
knowledge and talents. He did not even impress his own relatives 
and villagers. Why not? Because he did not, in all probability, 
possess this kind of infused knowledge, for in the divine plan 
it was not necessary or helpful to Christ's ministry of redemption 
to know about factual sciences as mathematics, or the ideas of 
brilliant philosophies. 

Since the Gospels present Jesus as one who learned the 
ordinary things as other people of his village did, it seems 
likely that as he grew up in a definite historical and cultural 
setting, he also acquired the same strange ideas prevalent in his 
environment such as judging people to be possessed by the devil 
when they may have been beset by diseases. (For a probable 
case of epilepsy, see Mt 17, 17 n.) Instead of explaining that 
in such cases Christ adapted himself to the ignorance of the 
Jews-as the long-standing opinion explains-it seems more 
in conformity with the Gospel story to say that he used cur
rent concepts to express religious teachings to his contemporaries. 

To summarize the foregoing observations: Christ was al
ways intuitively conscious of being God's divine Son, but he 
also had infused knowledge of some things besides the knowl
edge which he acquired from experience. In line with the 
considerations proposed by modern Catholic theologians, e.g., 
J. Galot, K. Rahner, Christ is more truly like men in every
thing (Heb 2, 7) except sin. These scholars are acutely aware 
of the danger involved in emphasizing the infused and acquired 
knowledge of Jesus to the detriment of his divine knowledge, 
or of underscoring his humanity to the detriment of his divinity. 
They are also very sensitive to the difficulty adherent to the 
application of their general observations to each and every 
particular text in the Gospels. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The name of Matthew probably means "gift of God." The 
rvangelist's name is found in the lists of the apostles in the four 
[;ospels and in Acts, but he seems to have had two Jewish names, 
~latthew and Levi. He is "Matthew the publican" (Mt 10, 3) or 
tlie tax collector (Mt 9, 9), and he is "Levi, the son of Alpheus" 
who honored Jesus with a banquet after our Lord chose him as an 
•postle (Mk 2, 13ff; Lk 5, 2Bff). Matthew who plied his trade 
111 Capharnaum in Galilee, was employed by Herod Antipas and not 
l't the Romans. His employment may indicate that he had a better 
r ducat ion than his apostolic co-workers, the fishermen-apostles. 

Protestant biblical scholars generally deny that Matthew the 
apostle is the same person as Levi the publican. This dispute about 
idrntity is on a literary, not on a doctrinal level. 

Passing from the man to the book: did Matthew write another 
, .. ,pel before he wrote the Greek Gospel associated with him, 

whith we now read in the New Testament? Catholic scholars 
roncurrently answer yes; Protestants, no. The reason for this 
divergence lies in the different interpretation of a statement made 
by Papias, bishop of Hieropolis (in modern Turkey) around I 3 5 A.D. 
I lie statement has been preserved by Eusebius, the Church historiao 
who died about 340. It reads: "Matthew collected the words in the 
I lehrew language but everyone interpreted them, as well as he 
'""Id.'' Catholic scholars understand that "the words" mean a 
1111niature Gospel- of Matthew in Aramaic (almost all agree that 
1 ichrew here means Aramaic) which everyone interpreted or trans-
1.<tcd as well as he could. Protestants see several meanings in the 
.\lalement quoted above. One meaning is: Matthew collected sixty 
l'·'""ges from "Scripture," i.e., the Old Testament, but everyone 
l•.1nslatcd his quotations as well as he could or interpreted them 
(thought out for himself) as well as he could how they were 
lullilled. Another meaning offered by the Protestants is: to his 
collection of sixty passages Matthew himself attached brief narratives 
of the episodes in which the Old Testament passages were fulfilled, 
"'"' each reader translated these Aramaic accounts into his own 
vnnacular as well as he could. Although this academic and literary, 
b11t not doctrinal dispute remains, both Catholics and Protestanlll 
i11terpret, in practice, the same Greek New Testament text. 

There is more agreement on the audience to which the Gospel 
wns addressed. The first Gospel is directed to Christians converted 
foom among the Jews. That these Jewish Christians were the object 
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of the evangelist's words is apparent, for instance, from the fact 
that Jewish customs are presumed known. Contrast the complaint 
of the Pharisees and scribes in Mt 15, 2: "For they (the disciples of 
Jesus) do not wash their hands when they take food" with Mk 7, 
1-4 where the Jewish custom of washing is explained at length. 

The purpose of the writing of the first Gospel is seen in the 
dominating theological theme that it expounded to the Jewish 
Christians: Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Messia of t~ Old 
Testament. Matthew's Gospel, more than any other Gospel, sets out 
to show that Jesus is the Messia. He came to establish his kingdom. 
Small wonder that Matthew's work is often called: The Gospel of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Furthermore, Matthew's portrait of our 
Savior is that of a Rabbi, a teacher of God's Law ( 23, 8). The 
mosaics in Byzantine basilicas are perhaps the best representations in 
art of Matthew's picture of Christ. 

To know for certain where the first Gospel was composed an,J 
where these Jewish Christians dwelled whom the evangelist addressed 
is impossible. Such an audience could have been in Palestine and in 
Syria where numerous Jewish Christians lived. The attempt to be 
more precise by pointing to Jerusalem or Antioch in Syria still 
ends only in an hypothesis. · 

It is disputed whether the Gospel was written before or after 
70 A.D. The main but not exclusive reason for advocating that it 
dates from after 70 A.D. is found in the interpretation of the 
parable of the marriage feast. In this parable the king sends his 
army to burn the city of those who killed his servants (Mt 22, 7). If 
the city is interpreted to be Jerusalem, which the Romans destroyc<I 
in 70 A.D., then the Gospel was written after that date. See Mt 
22, 6-7 n. 

As the division of the Gospel at the end of this introduction 
indicates, the evangelist composed his story of Jesus in five 
narratives and five discourses, each composition comprising distinct 
events and sayings related by similarity of topic. The stereotyped 
phrase that ends each of the five discourses, "And it came to pass 
when Jesus had finished these words ... ," is an indication of the 
deliberate arrangement into discourses. Chapter 18 of the Gosrd 
is a clear example of this. These sayings are frequently gathered 
in clusters of three, five and seven. 

It is not surprising then that the evangelist freely transpost> 
the deeds and words of Jesus from their original into different 
historical times and places. Besides, he often condenses accounts, 
sometimes even to the point of obscurity, so that recourse musl be 
made to a parallel passage. See Mt 9, 2 n. 

The first Gospel influenced the early Church and Christian 
literature of the second century more than any other book in the 
New Testament. St. Matthew's was the most read and most guoted 
Gospel. It was used for instruction in Christian morality. Neo
phytes read this Gospel not only as scripture but as a manual of 
membership in the Church. There were several reasons for its 
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popularity; foremost was its completeness. Matthew had all of 
Mark's narratives plus the narrative of the infancy of Jesus. More
over, the first evangelist answered the needs of the Church members 
of his clay. His dear divisions made for easy reading and memorizing. 
His narratives and discourses, with their pleasant style, have ever 
lent themselves to preaching and teaching. 

The popularity of Matthew's Gospel endures even in our times. 
In the Gospels of Sundays and Holydays of Obligation, the Gospels 
of Matthew and Luke are each used twenty-four times. In the 
American Book of Common Prayer ( 1924 edition) pericopes 
(selective passages for the various Church seasons) from the fust 
Go.pd are more frequent than those of the other Gospels. 

Main divisions of the Gospel of St. Matthew are: 
1. Prologue: The Account of the Infancy, 1-2 
2. First Narrative: Some Facts which Set the Stage 

for the First Discourse: the Ministry of John the 
Baptist; the Temptation; Jesus in Galilee, 3-4 

3. First Discourse: The Sermon on the Mount: the 
Manifesto of the Kingdom, 5-7 

4. Second Narrative: Nine Miracles, 8-9 
5. Second Discourse: Jesus Instructs the Apostles, 10 
6. Third Narrative: John the Baptist; the Impenitent 

Towns; the Opposition to the Kingdom, 11-12 
7. Third Discourse: The Mysterious Nature of the 

Kingdom Explained through the Parables, 13 
8. Fourth Narrative: Jesus Trains His Disciples, 14-17 
9. fourth Discourse: Jesus' Lessons to the Disciples, 18 

10. Fifth Narrative: More Hostility toward Jesus, 19-23 
11. Fifth Discourse: The End of Jerusalem and of the 

World, 24-25 
12. Epilogue: Passion, Death, and Resurrection. 26--28 



PRELUDE 

THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR 

1 
1 Genealogy of /esus The Book of the origin of Jesus Christ, 
2 the Son of David, the son of Abraham. I Abraham begot 

Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, Jacob begot Judas and his brethren. 
3 Judas begot Phares and Zara of Thamar, Phares begot Esron, 
4 Esron begot Aram. I And Aram begot Aminadab, Aminadab 
' begot Naasson, Naasson begot Salmon. I Salmon begot Booz 

of Rahab. Booz begot Obed of Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, Jesse 
begot David the king. 

6 And David the king begot Solomon of the former wife of 

1, 1-17: This genealogy is incomplete, and so is the one in Lk 3, 
23-38 because the number of names is insufficient to cover the amount 
of years represented by the generations. Sometimes the names esca
lade from son to grandfather, or to great-grandfather, or the like. 
Even though the historical value of the two genealogies cannot be 
proven, it is possible (since many families kept genealogies) that the 
ancestors of Jesus had handed down a Davidic genealogy. 

Some of the differences in the two genealogical lists are: 1. Mt 
gives forty-one names; Lk gives seventy-six. (In both lists seventeen 
names are identical.) 2. Mt's genealogy descends from Abraham to 
Jesus; Lk's genealogy ascends from Jesus to Adam. 3. Peculiar to 
Lk's genealogy are names from Abraham to Adam. 4. From Abraham 
to David the names in both lists are almost identical but the remain 
ing names from David to Joseph, except for Zorobabel and Salathiel, 
differ notably. 

Since both lists are genealogies of Jesus, why do they differ so 
much? One common explanation is that Mt lists the kings of the 
Davidic dynasty to suit the dignity of Jesus, the Messia. Lk lists tlw 
supposed true ancestors of Joseph. For another common explanation 
see 1, 16 n. 

1, 1: The ambiguous title in the Greek may refer to the genealogy 
or to the whole Gospel. Jesus: our Lord's name comes from the 
Hebrew and Aramaic "Jeshua" which means "Yahweh is salvation," 
or "Jesus saves." Jesus was a common name in both Old and New 
Testament times. 

l, 3-6: The general source of the names is 1 Par 2, 1-15. 
1, 3: Thamar: see Gn 38, 19 n. Since it is unusual to find women 

in genealogies of Jews, why did the evangelist mention Rahab, Ruth 
(v. 5) and "the former wife of Urias" (v. 6)? There is no satisfac
tory answer. One scholarly guess is that, since all four women were 
foreigners, Mt wanted to say that Jesus came to save non-Jews also. 

1, 5: Rahab: see Jos 2, 9-11 n on her conversion. Ruth: see the 
Moabitess in the book of Ruth. 

1, 6: Wife of Urias: an allusion to David's adultery in 2 Sm 11, 1-27. 



ST. MAITHEW I 33 

7 Urias. I Solomon begot Roboam, Roboam begot Ahia, Ahia 
e begot Asa. I And Asa begot Josaphat, Josaphat begot Joram, 
9 Joram begot Ozias. I And Ozias begot Joatham, Joatham 

10 begot Achaz, Achaz begot Ezechias. I And Ezechias begot 
11 Manasses, Manasses begot Amon, Amon begot Josias. I And 

Josias begot Jechonias and his brethren at the time of the 
carrying away to Babylon. 

12 And after the carrying away to Babylon Jechonias begot 
U Salathiel, Salathiel begot Zorobabel. And Zorobabel begot 
14 Abiud, Abiud begot Eliachim, Eliachim begot Azor. And Azor 
u begot Sadoc, Sadoc begot Achim, Achim begot Eliud. And 

Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, Matthan begot 
16 Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph, the husband of Mary, and 

of her was born Jesus who is called Christ. 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are four-

teen generations; and from David to the carrying away to 
Babylon fourteen generations; and from the carrying away 
to Babylon to Christ fourteen generations. 

1e The Virgin Birth Now the origin of Christ was in this 
wise. When Mary his mother had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found to be with child by 

l, 7-11: The ,l!eneral source of the names is 1 Par 3, 10-16. 
I, 12: /echoniai ... Salathiel ••. Zorobabel: the source of these 

three names is I Par 3, 17-19. 
I, 13-D: The names in these verses are not found anywhere else 

in the Bible. 
I , 16: There are many different readin,l!S of this verse in the 

Greek manuscripts. Jacob bexot /ouph: there is no satisfactory an
swer to explain the discrepancy between this text which makes Jacob 
the father of Joseph, and Lk 3, 23 which makes Heli the father of 
Joseph, except perhaps to postulate that one of them was Joseph's 
stepfather. See 1, 1-17 n. 

I, 17: Mt artificially divided his genealo,l!ical list into three groups 
of fourteen generations each, thereby dividing the history of the 
nation into three periods: the patriarchal (Abraham to David), the 
royal (Solomon to Jechonias and the exile), the postexilic (Salathiel 
to Jesus). It is often proposed to count from Jechonias to Jesus 
inclusively in order to find fourteen generations in the third period. 

The most common scholarly guess as to why Mt chose fourteen is 
that this number is the total numerical value of the three consonants 
that David's name contains in Hebrew. Consequently, the symbolic 
meaning seems to be that Jesus is David threefold, i.e., he most 
:ertainly descended from David. 

I, 18-2, 23: For centuries the majority interpreted the infancy of 
Jesus historically. According to many recent scholars, this passage 
s :"' haggadic midrash, that is, a meditation, usually on a part of 
;rnpture. Each of the five episodes in this passage has an explicit 
:ext for meditation. This is only a working definition because there 
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19 the Holy Spirit. J But Joseph her husband, being a just man, 
and not wishing to expose her to reproach, was minded to 

20 put her away privately. J But while he thought on these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, "Do not be afraid, Joseph, son of David, to 
take to thee Mary thy wife, for that which is begotten in her 

21 is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring forth a son, and 

is no agreement on the nature of a midrash, except to say that it is 
not a fable. The midrashic interpreters also have different opinions 
regarding the part of scripture on which Mt was meditating. Some 
say it was the birth and childhood of Moses as known from scriptute 
(see 2, 20 n for the only instance). but especially from extrabiblical 
Jewish legends, principally in their oral stage. When an haggadi< 
midrash treats of an apparently historical event, e.g., the origin of 
Jesus, then the midrash most likely contains an historical nucleus 
which, however, is amplified with legendary embroidery. Modern 
readers almost instantly ask: what is historical and what is em
broidery? Since the midrashic writer did not make this clear-cut dis
tinction, scholars can only surmise. See Lk 2, 52 n. 

1, 18: Before they came tof,ether: to live. To be with child by 
the Holy Spirit: what greatly differentiates the New Testament story 
of the virgin birth from alleged parallel stories in Hellenistic religion 
and mythology is that the parallels always speak of a woman having 
intercourse with a divine being. Mt and Lk l, 35 attribute the preg
nancy of Mary to a miracle of the Holy Spirit. (See 13, 55-56 n.) 

For the Jews of the period in question, infidelity during a virgin's 
customary one year's engagement was practically regarded as adultery. 
A bill of separation was needed to break off the engagement. See 
v. 19 where Joseph is called ''her husband" and v. 20 where Mary is 
called "wife." 

1, 19ff: The classical difficulty is: did Joseph know that Mary 
had conceived of the Holy Spirit? The long-standing majority view, 
in general, is: Joseph did not know it. He noticed Mary's pregnancy. 
He did not ask Mary how this took place. Mary did not explain. 
Joseph's problem was how to dismiss Mary without humiliating her 
publicly. 

A modern minority opinion, independent of the midrashic opinion 
(see 1, 18-2, 23 n), suggests that before they came together Joseph 
learned from Mary of the Holy Spirit's activity. Joseph therefore 
thought that God did not want him to marry her. Since Joseph was 
a just man, he had decided to dismiss Mary privately. At this point 
he received divine assurance of what he already knew from Mary. 
that her condition was due to the Holy Spirit. (Being told of what 
he already knew constitutes the main weakness of this mino1 ity 
opinion.) Joseph is directed to continue his course of action by tak
ing Mary as his wife (v. 20). He obeys (v. 24). 

1, 20: The midrashic interpreters suggest that the angels and the 
dreams in chs. 1-2 are an externalized dramatic way of expressing 
God's Providence after the manner of similar Old Testament 
examples. (See Gn 31, 11-13 n.) Whether the angels appeared or 
not, the supernatural event and message remain the same. The his
torical nucleus in this first episode (vv. 18-25 ), according to the 
midrashic opinion, is the virgin conception. 
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thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall save his people 
n from their sins." Now all this came to pass that what was 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled. I 
H "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth 

a son; and they shall call his name Emmanuel"; which is 
interpreted, "God with us." 

24 So Joseph, arising from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
n had commanded him, and took unto him his wife. And he 

did not know her till she brought forth her firstborn son. 
And he called his name Jesus. 

2 
1 The Magi Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, Magi came from 
2 the East to Jerusalem, I saying, "Where is he that is born 

king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East and 

1, 22-23: See Is 7, 14 n on how this text was fulfilled. 
1, 25: He did nol know her: an Hebraic expression for: he did 

not know her through sexual intercourse. Till: the Greek text in
•i11uates nothing about relations g/1er Christ's birth. Those who deny 
Mary's virginity after the birth of Jesus base their arguments not 
so much on this verse as on the "brethren of the Lord" (see 13, 
55-56 n). Firithorn: the better Greek manuscripts say "son." See 
the explanation of firstborn son in Lk 2, 7 n. And he called his name 
'""': see a different tradition in Lk 1, 31 where Mary is ordered 
to name him Jesus. 

2, I: Bethlehem of Judea: this is different from Bethlehem in 
Zahulon ( Jos 19, 15). Maxi: Mt is using the word in its honorific 
meaning of wise men. The same Greek word, In the singular, is 
used in e derogatory sense for "sorcerer" in Acts 13, 6. Mt says 
nothing about the number or the color of the magi. The Latin Lit
urgy sars there were three magi (Caspar, Melchior, Baltassar) be
< a use o the three gifts mentioned in v. 11. The notion of the magi 
heing kings arose ofter biblical times through an accommodation of 
p, 71, I Of and Is 60, 6, and perhaps from the suggestive kingly 
nature of their gifts. The relics of the magi in Cologne, Germany, 
are 1101 authentic. From 1he East: the Eest is a general term. The 
1:ifts mentioned in v. 11 seem to point to southern Arabia. 

2. 2: Siar: those who explain the appearance of the star es an 
historital event try to identify the star with other astronomical events 
of the pa.I, e.g., the conjunction nf Jupiter and Venus and Jupiter 
and Saturn in 7 B.C. The year 12 B.C. when Halley's comet appeared 
is ,1:e11erally considered too late a dote for Christ's birth. The mid
rashic interpreters are not convinced that the manner of acting of 
the hihlirnl star agrees with the way in which a conjunction of 
heavenly bodies occurs. When the historical interpreters resort to 
explain1n11 a miraculous star, the midrashic interpreters reply that 
the miraculous event does not tally with the air of secrecy weaving 
around the star's travel from Jerusalem to Bethlehem (vv. 2·9), 
unless another miracle is invoked, namely, that only the ma11i saw 
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3 have come to worship him." But when King Herod heard this 
4 he was troubled, and so was all Jerusalem with him. I Anc 

gathering together all the chief priests and Scribes of the peo 
pie, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born 

s And they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for thus i1 
6 is written by the prophet, 'And thou, Bethlehem, of the lane 

of Juda, art by no means least among the princes of Jud.1 
for from thee shall come forth a leader who shall rule m1 
people Israel.' " 

7 Then Herod summoned the Magi secretly, and carefull) 
ascertained from them the time when the star had appearcJ 

e to them. I And sending them to Bethlehem, he said, "Go and 
make careful inquiry concerning the child, and when you 
have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and 
worship him." 

9 Now they, having heard the king, went their way. An<l 
behold, the star that they had seen in the East went before 
them, until it came and stood over the place where the 

10 child was. And when they saw the star they rejoiced ex-
11 ceedingly. I And entering the house, they found the child 

with Mary his mother, and falling down they worshipped 
him. And opening their treasures they offered him gifts of 

12 gold, frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country 
by another way. 

the star. The atmosphere of secrecy bespeaks a legendary frill. 
See 2, 7-12 n. 

2, 4·6: Bethlehem ... by no means least: Michea 5, 1 call! 
Bethlehem "small" politically and territorially: Mt calls it "by no 
means least" because of its connection with the Messia. If Jesus hnJ 
not been born in Bethlehem, he would still have fulfilled the proph· 
ecy of Michea. See Mi 5, 1 n. 

2, 4: Chief priests and Scribes: the Sanhedrin. 
2, 7·12: Because of the improbabilities stated in 2, 2 n the mi,1-

rashic interpreters believe that the coming of the magi and the Slac 
are legendary amplifications. Moreover, it seems out of character I 111 

Herod to carelessly allow the magi to escape. Again, is not the sud
den appearance and disappearance of the star strange? Since legc11-
dary amplifications are often due to a reflection on some part of 
scripture, some of the midrashic interpreters propose that the bihli< "I 
source of the star is Nm 24, 17 ··a star shall advance from Jacob." 
For Mt the star would symbolize the Davidic Messia's birth. 

2, 11: Gold, frankincense and myrrh: the disputed symbolic 
meanings attached to these gifts stem from spiritual writers aftrc 
New Testament times. 

2, 12: Whether the magi episode is historical or midrashic, its 
religious message is the same. One way of explaining the message 
is: Christ's own people did not recognize him, but the pagan ma.~i 
did. 
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13 The Flight into Egypt But when they had departed, be
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph, 
saying, "Arise, and take the child and his mother, and flee 
into Egypt, and remain there until I tell thee. For Herod 

14 will seek the child to destroy him." So he arose, and took 
the child and his mother by night, and withdrew into Egypt, 

n I and remained there until the death of Herod; that what 
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be 
fulfilled, "Out of Egypt I called my son." 

16 The Innocents Then Herod, seeing that he had been 
tricked by the Magi, was exceedingly angry; and he sent 
and slew all the boys in Bethlehem and all its neighborhood 
who were two years old or under, according to the time 

17 that he had carefully ascertained from the Magi. Then was 
fulfilled what was spoken through Jeremias the prophet, 

18 "A voice was heard in Rama, weeping and loud lamentation; 
Rachel weeping for her children, and she would not be com· 
forted, because they are no more." 

19 The Return to Nazareth But when Herod was dead, be
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph 

20 in Egypt, I saying, "Arise, and take the child and his mother, 
and go into the land of Israel, for those who sought the 

21 child's life are dead." So he arose and took the child and his 
22 mother, and went into the land of Israel. But hearing that 

2, 13-1 5: The historical interpreters try to ide~tify the exact spot 
of the flight "into Egypt," beginning with the Palestinian-Egyptian 
horder to Cairo and farther south. See Os 11, I n. The midrashic 
interpreters suggest that this flight is legendary. 

2, 16-18: The slaughter of the innocents is alluded to in Henry V, 
Ill, 2. 

2, 16: The historical interpreters estimate from Bethlehem's popu· 
hrion and mortality rate that a total of about twenty boys was 
<lain. (The midrashic interpreters cast doubt on the historical event 
1t this slaughter.) Two year1 ... accordinK to the time: the star 
•rrearcd to the magi for the first time about two years previously. 

2, 18: See Jer 31, 15 n. Rama: six miles north of .Jerusalem. 
Rachel's grave was believed to he in Bethlehem (Gn 35, 19). This 
link with Bethlehem may be another reason why Mt quotes Jer 31,15. 

2, 19-23: For the history of how Herod's kingdom was divided 
1fter his death see Introduction to the New Testament. 

2, 20: For Ibo.re who JOUKhl the chi/d'1 life are dead: the Greek 
Nords here arc identical with Ex 4, 19 in the Greek Bible. Moses is 
old to rel um from Madi an: "Go and return into Egypt for they are 
ill de:id who sought your life." The midrashic interrreters who claim 
hat Mt is paralleling the story of Jesus with that o Moses offer this 
·. 20 as undeniable evidence. See I. 18-2. H n. 
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Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Heroc 
he was afraid to go there; and being warned in a dream, h 

23 withdrew into the region of Galilee. And he went and settle< 
in a town called Nazareth; that there might be fulfilled wha 
was spoken through the prophets, "He shall be called 
N a.za.rene." 

1. THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF JESUS 

1 
3 
1 /obn the Baptist Now in those days John the Baptisl 
2 came, preaching in the desert of Judea, I and saying. "Re· 

2, 23: He shall be &ailed a Nazarene: there is no satisfactory ex· 
planation of Mt's meaning because this expression is not founc 
anywhere in the Bible. A common theory is: Mt says that Jesus b~ 
going to Nazareth "fulfilled" the prophecy that he would suffc1 
and be despised because "Nazarene" was used as a term of reproach 
among the Jews. Regardless of the explanation, the main thrust is 
that God directed the Holy Family to live at Nazareth according to 
his plans. Nazareth: this village is never mentioned in the Old 
Testament. See Jn 1, 46. The central area of modern Nazareth is the 
site of the New Testament Nazareth. 

3, 1-12: See Mk 1, 1-8; Lk 3, 1-18 for parallels. 
3, 1: Now in those days: no exact time is meant by this transi

tional phrase characteristic of the Gospels. The desert of Judea: a 
phrase to designate the area southeast of Jerusalem. In scriptural 
language a desert may mean a place used for pasturage but not for 
agriculture. It is not a sandy wasteland. 

3, 2: Repent: the people of Qumran, of Dead Sea Scroll fame, 
practiced baptism and urged interior repentance, but the distinctive 
feature of John the Baptist's repentance is not mortification for past 
sins, though this is not excluded, but ··a change of mind" to make e 
person ready for any sacrifice that the forthcoming Messia will ask. 
Therefore, the Baptist preached not only to hardened sinners but to 
all classes of people. See Lk 3, 12-14. 

The best opinion to date is that the Baptist did not borrow hi1 
type of baptism from the people of Qumran but he and they formed 
part of a general baptist movement. The Baptist may have known 
the Qumranites, but there is only a possibility that he was once a 
member of their sect. Kinr,dom of heaven: the translation is mis
leading. In most passages the translation of "Kingdom" should l>e 
dominion or rule. "Heaven" is a circumlocution for God. Mt fol
lowed the Jewish custom in respectfully substituting "heaven ( s)" 
for God because of his Jewish Christian readers. The rest of the 
New Testament uses "kingdom of God." Consequently "the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand" means that the dominion of God is being of
fered to the well disposed. Moreover, the phrase "to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven" (Mt 20, 1) does not mean to arrive in a loc.il
ized place in heaven, but to come under the dominion of God whue 
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~ pent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." For this is he 
who was spoken of through Isaias the prophet, when he 
said, "The voice of one crying in the desert: 'Make ready the 
way of the Lord, make straight his paths.'" 

4 But John himself had a garment of camel's hair and a 
leathern girdle about his Joins, and his food was locusts 

' and wild honey. Then there went out to him Jerusalem, and 
6 all Judea, and all the region about the Jordan; and they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to his baptism, he said to them, '"Brood of vipers! 
who has shown you how to /lee from the wrath to come? 

8.91 Bring forth therefore fruit befitting repentance, and do not 
think to say within yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our 
father'; for I say to you that God is able out of these stones 

10 to raise up children to Abraham. For even now the axe is 
laid at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that is not 
bringing forth good fruit is to be cut down and thrown into 

he rules as king of men's hearts and where his will is carried out 
in love. (See Mk 10, 15 n on a double use of '"kingdom of God.") 
The dominion of God forms the central message of the first three 
Gospels. 

3, 3: Of all the evangelists John alone puts these words of Isaia 
on the lips of John the Baptist. See Is 40, 3-~ n. The text of Jsaia 
influenced the people of Qumran in their life of pray<'r and study. 

\, 1: The Baptist probably dressed purposely like Elias or, accord
ing to a conjecture, the evangelist in describing John as being 
so dressed means to say that John was another EJias. See 4 Kgs 1, 8. 
Gam1<'11/: mantle. Girdle: loin cloth. LocuS/J: tfiey are still eaten by 
the Bedouin. Wild honey: from bees or shrubs. The Baptist most 

f; rohably ate other things also, but Mt wants to illustrate the austere 
1fe the Baptist led. 

3, 6: Ba/!lized: baptisms to prepare the people for the imminent 
arrival of the Messia (see 3, 2 n). Co11feui1111 1heir 1i111: not sacra
mtntal confession. 

:;, 7: The Baptist knew that the Pharisees and Sadducees did not 
come to be baptized by him but to observe him critically. The 
rllt"lnrical question in v. 7 means that they will not escape the 
Mcssia's condemnation unless they change their ways. PhariJeeJ and 
S.u/J11et'<'J: in Lk 3, 7·9 the Baptist addresses the same words to the 
crowds. Perhaps Mt inserted the words "'Pharisees and Sadducees" 
baausc vv. 11-12 are addressed to the crowds. 

3, 9: Do not think that you have no need of repentance simply 
hernuse you are descended from Abraham. God can just as easily 
make stones descend from Abraham (a hyperbole to stress the gra
tuity of this racial honor). 

3, 10: The time for repentance has come ("the axe ... the 
trees"'). If you do not repent you will be punished. Fire: this docs 
not mean hell fire; it is a metaphor for punishment. 
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11 the lire. I indeed baptize you with water, for repentance. But 
he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals 
I am not worthy to bear. He will baptize you with the Holy 

12 Spirit and with lire. His winnowing fan is in his hand, and 
he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor, and will 
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn 
up with unquenchable fire." 

13 The Baptism of Jesus Then Jesus came from Galilee to 
14 John, at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. And John was 

for hindering him, and said, "It is I who ought to be baptizeJ 
n by thee, and dost thou come to me?" But Jesus answered and 

said to him, "Let it be so now, for so it becomes us to fulfill 
16 all justice." Then he permitted him. I And when Jesus had 

been baptized, he immediately came up from the water. And 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit 

3, 11-12: The Baptist now addresses the crowds. He baptizeJ 
either by pouring water over the head and shoulder of the peni
tent or by immersion (by leading the penitent into the water from 
the feet to the waist). I will baptize ... He will baptiu you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire: here and in the parallel passages these 
words are ascribed to the Baptist; in Acts 1, 5 to Jesus. The Baptist, 
however, is not thinking of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost nor of 
Christ"s dispensing the sacrament of baptism, but of Christ"s send
ing the Spirit with the "fire" of judgment for all men at the end of 
the world which he most probably thought to be imminent. 

3, 12: W i1111owinK fan: a shovel used to toss grain into the air to 
allow the chaff to blow away. The Baptist is portrayed as a thunder· 
ous Old Testament prophet. Unquenchable fire: some scholars be
lieve that his ""fire"" means the lire of judgment as the two previous 
ones; others interpret fire here as an allusion to the ever burnin,11 
Gehenna, even though the Greek word is ''pur" not "geenna."" 
See 5, 30 n. 

3, 13-17: See par in Mk 1, 9-11; Lk 3, 21f; Jn 1, 32-34. Some 
form critics have good reasons to believe that the oldest account is 
Mk's and that he probably received it from Jesus or from the Bap
tist. Mt and Lk depend on Mk's account. 

3, 13: At the Jordan: Christ was baptized on the Jerusalem siJe 
or western bank of the Jordan between Jericho and the mouth of 
the Dead Sea. According to a tradition that goes back to the third 
century, the exact spot is five miles north of the Dead Sea. It is 
commemorated by an Orthodox monastery. 

3, 14-15: Some Catholic form critics believe that the evangelist 
in his final edition added these verses to his original account to 
combat doctrinal difficulties such as: that the Baptist was superior 
to Jesus; and that Christ was baptized like any other sinner. Hence, 
the expression "to fulfill all justice"' would have been inserted 
to explain what the real reason for Christ's baptism was, namely: 
the carrying out of God's plan. 

3, 16-1 7: There are several discrepancies in the accounts of the 
evangelists. In Mt's narrative, for example, the voice seems to address 
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17 of God descending as a dove and coming upon him. And 
behold, a voice from the heavens said, "This ill my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

4 
1 The Temptation Theo Jesus was led into the desert by the 

the bystanden. "Thi1 is my beloved Son" whereas in Mk's account 
the voice a<l<lresses Jesus: "You are my belove<l Son." The majority 
orinion is that all the bystanders could have witnessed the same event, 
but it is related from Christ's point of view in Mk, from the by
standers' point of view in Mt and Lk, and from the Baptist's view
point in Jn 1, 32·34. However, because of other discrepancies (see 
parnllel passages), it is disputed whether the voice was objectively 
audible and the dove objectively visible. But those who deny the 
nhjcctive reality of these phenomena do not necessarily deny the 
historicity of Christ's baptism by John. They merely say that the 
voice and the dove are external means to dramatically express the 
inner experience of Jesus which he later made known. 

3, 17: As to the theological meaning of the whole baptismal scene, 
especially v. 17, the suffering servant interpretation seems to be the 
most popular, at least among modern Catholics. They interpret the 
saying of the first three evangelists, "You are my beloved Son, in 
you I am well pleased," as a reference to the suffering servant praised 
in Is 42, 1. They also understand the expressions "Jamb of God" 
and "Son of God" in the baptismal account of Jn 1, 29-34 to refer to 
the suffering servant of Isaia. According to this interpretation, the voice 
of the Father ad<lresses Christ and calls Christ to fulfill for the people 
the ministry of the suffering servant. This means that Christ is baptized 
in view of his death on Calvary by which all men will be ganted 
forgiveness of their sins. , 

When the Christian readers read these Gospels after and in the light 
of Pentecost, they definitely understood the intent of the evange
lists. They wanted their readers to grasp that the ··voice" meant that 
Christ was divine. The readers also understood the Trinity: in the 
voire, God the Father; in the dove, the Holy Spirit; and in Christ, 
the Son. 

4, l-11: See par Mk 1, 12-13; Lk 4, 1-H. Among Catholic schol
ars the orinion was recent!/ adopted that the temrtations were writ
ten as an externalization o Christ's true inner experience which he 
maJe known after the event. (Similar temptations of pre-Christian 
llu<ldlrn are not considered to have influenced the biblical narrative, 
nor to have cast doubt on the genuineness of Christ's temptations.) 
Whether the temptations were interior or not, Satan did not know 
that Christ was divine. 

The meaning of these temptations, as expounded by the fathers of 
the Church, is: they signify the temptations of the flesh, pride, and 
the world. To many moderns the meaning is Messianic or typological. 
The Messianic meaning is: Christ was tempted to be a temporal and 
poliliral l\lessia. The typological meaning is this: the Chosen People 
(the type) succumbed when they were tempted; Christ, the new 
Chosen People (antitype) triumphed over temptation. 
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2 Spirit, to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting fort: 
3 days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter cami 

and said to him, "If thou art the Son of God, comman< 
4 that these stones become loaves of bread." I But he answere<. 

and said, "It is written, 'Not by bread alone does man live, bu 
by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.' " 

' Then the devil took him into the holy city and set hirr 
6 on the pinnacle of the temple, I and said to him, "If thou 

art the Son of God, throw thyself down; for it is written, 
'He will give his angels charge concerning thee; and upo~ 
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest thou dash thy fool 

7 against a stone.' " Jesus said to him, "It is written further, 
'Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.' " 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory 

9 of them, and he said to him, "All these things will I give 
10 thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me." Then Jesus 

said to him, "Begone, Satan! for it is written, "The Lord 
thy God shalt thou worship and him only shalt thou serve.' " 

n Then the devil left him; and behold, angels came and 
ministered to him. 

2 

12 Jesus in Capharnaum Now when he heard that John had 
13 been delivered up, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving 

the town of Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capharnaum, 
which is by the sea, in the territory of Zabulon an.I 

14 Nephthalim; that what was spoken through Isaias the prophet 

4, 2: Although forty is usually a round number, commentalor11 
often interpret it literally here because Lk 4, 2 insists on it. 

4, 4: Man should not be guided by exterior signs only, but hy 
unconditional confidence in God's word. See Dt 8, 3 n. 

4, 5: The pinnacle of the temple: the southeast comer of the 
temple wall was about 351 feet above the valley of Cedron. 

4, 6: A quote from Ps 90, llf, originally said of the just man. 
4, 7: A quote from Dt 6, 16 which refers to the people tempting 

God at Massa as related in Ex 17, 1-7. 
4, 8: Since the fifth century, Mount Qarantal, a few miles north

west of Jericho, has been assumed to be the traditional site of this 
temptation. 

4, 10: See Dt 6, 13. 
4, 11: Those who hold that the tmlptations were written as an 

externalization of Christ's inner experience (see 4, 1-11 n) would 
generally interpret the angels symbolically. 

4, 12-17: See par Mk 1, 14f; Lk 4, 14 and 31. 
4, 12: On the occasion of the Baptist's arrest (Mt 14, 3-12) Je!us 

departed from Judea. 
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u might be fulfilled: I "Land of Zabulon and land of ~epht
halim, by the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 

16 the Gentiles: I The people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light; and upon those who sat in the region and shadow 
of death, a light has arisen."' 

17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, "Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

1e The First Disciples Called As he was walking by the sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea (for they 

19 were fishermen). I And he said to them, "Come, follow me, 
20 and I will make you fishers of men." And at once they left 
21 the nets, and followed him. And going farther on, he saw 

two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John, in a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 

22 nets; and he called them. And immediately they left their 
nets and their father, and followed him. 

2' Mission of Prea,hing and Mira,les And Jesus went about 
all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
Gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every 

24 sickness among the people. And his fame spread into all Syria; 
and they brought to him all the sick suffering from various 
diseases and torments, those possessed, and lunatics, and 

2' paralytics; and he cured them. And large crowds followed 
him from Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea, 
and from beyond the Jordan. 

4, 1'-16: Isaia speaks of the deliverance of his people suffering 
from the invasion of the Assyrians. Mt freely quotes Isaia and rein
terprets his words as fulfilled in Chrisfs entrance into this northern 
part of Palestine. See Is 8, 23 n and 9, 1 o. 

4, 17: Mt makes the same statement about the Baptist. See ~. 2 n 
anJ Mk I, 15 n. 

4, 18-22: See par Mk 1, 16-20 n; Lk 5, 1-11, 
4, !fl: Pe/er ... Andrew: see Mk 1, 18 o. 
4, 19: FiJherJ of men: see Mk 1, 17 n. 
4, 23-25: This summary of Jesus' activities contains elements which 

Mk anJ Lk sprinkle throughout their Gospels. 
4, 23: Tet1ching .•• pre«hing ••. healing: the three constituents 

of our Lord's ministry. The evangelist stresses Christ's ministry of 
heoling. 

'1, 24: Syrit1: corresponds to "all the region round about Galilee" 
(Mk 1, 28), not the Roman province of Syria which included all 
Palestine. 
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The Temple of Herod 

The third temple In the history of Israel was 
Herod's. The first was that of Solomon and the 
second of Zorobabel. According to the majority 
of archeologists there are no remains of the 
first two temples. The construction of Herod's 
temple was begun In 20 B.C. and Its basic 
structure was completed about 18 B.C. The 
final completion was accomplished just before 
the temple's destruction in 70 A.O. (see Jn 2, 
20). Herod's temple was almost entirely differ· 
ent from the two earlier temples. Herod, e.g., 
surrounded the temple with porticoes (porches). 
The building followed the Hellenistic·Roman 
style of architecture, yet It retained the Solo
monic arrangement of rooms in the sanctuary. 
(The rooms are not Indicated in the diagram.) 

Since there are not many architectural re
mains, archeologists try to reconstruct a model 
of the original by relying on the references to 
the temple in the New Testament, parts of the 
writings of Josephus and of the Mishna, a codl· 
fication of Jewish oral traditions. The last two 
writings cannot be made to agree on many de· 
tails. The New Testament contains over a hun· 
dred references to Herod's temple, but only few 
are helpful. 

Archeologists agree on the general ground 
plan, which comprises the Court of the Gentiles 
with its stairway that leads to the Court of the 
Women and Its higher stairway leading to the 
Court of Men (or Court of Israel). The last men· 
tloned court probably surrounded the sanctuary 
on three sides. Closest to the altar was the 
Court of Priests, north of the altar the shambles 
(the place where the animals were slaughtered) 
and south of the altar the laver. 

45 
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5 
And seeing the crowds, he went up the mountain. A1 

2 when he was seated, his disciples came to him. A1 
opening his mouth he taught them, saying: 

3 The Beatitudes "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for thci 
is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the earth. 

5-7: As a result of recent form criticism by J. Dupont on tf 
Sermon, many modern scholars are accepting, with various differen.c 
the following attempted reconstruction of the original account. Orig 
nally the Sermon was introduced by an outline of Christ's Galika 
ministry-Mt 4, 23-25 and the institution of the twelve apostles o 
the mount-Lk 6, 12-16. A clue for this theory is seen in Mk 3 whet 
these events are narrated while the rest of the .sermon is omitted. 

Luke changed the order and, to give the Sermon a universal appea 
addressed it to the crowd on the plain (see Lk 6, 17). Originall1 
the Sermon was directed to the twelve apostles on the mount. 

There have also been changes in the Sermon itself. Matthew seem 
to have added discourses held at other times, in other places and unde 
different circumstances. Luke seems to have omitted parts that did no 
suit his Gentile audience and purpose, e.g., he changed the genera 
theme of the Sermon from justice and religion to charity. 

The original Sermon seems to have consisted of an Introductior 
(the Beatitudes) and three parts, namely: your justice must surpas1 
that of the Pharisees, Mt 5, 20ff; the motive of justice in thr.-. 
examples, Mt 6, lff; and the warnings in Mt 7. 

The Sermon is not a synthesis of Christianity nor a dissertation or 
morals, but a general sketch of the Christian way of life with a fe" 
examples. It seems that Jesus delivered an important talk in tht 
early months of his public ministry because of the outstanding posi
tion given to it by Matthew and Luke. 

5, 1-12: Used as the Gospel in four Masses. 
5, 1: The mountain: though the article is given in the Greek text, 

many scholars do not believe that a special hill is meant; it could m•·an 
any hill around Capharnaum. Some believe that Mt is picturing Chnst 
as the new Moses about to deliver a new law on a new Mt. Sin,,i. 
Disciples: not a restricted apostolic group, but everyone as 7, 28 
indicates. 

5, 2: Open inf!. his mouth: an Hebraic expression to introduce an 
important message. 

5, 3-12: See par Lk 6, 20-23. Some modern form critics believe that 
the original edition (not Christ's original discourse) contained the 
four beatitudes stated in vv. 3, 5, 6, 11-12. 

5, 3: ln 1pirit: perhaps Mt added this. The poor are not the 
socially poor, but the meek and resigned as explained in So 2, 3 n. 

5, 4: Meek: the Greek word may emphasize resignation rather than 
the "poor" in v. 3. V. 4b expresses heaven in symbolic terms as c.lu~ 
v. 3b. 
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' Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
6 Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for justice, for they 

shall be satisfied. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
1 Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. 
P Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 

children of God. 
10 Blessed are they who suffer persecution for justice' sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 Blessed are you when men reproach you, and persecute you, 

and, speaking falsely, say all manner of evil against you, 
12 for my sake. Rejoice and exult, because your reward is 

great in heaven; for so did they persecute the prophets who 
were before you. 

" The Disciples Compared to Salt and Light "You are the 
salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its strength, what shall 
it be salted with? It is no longer of any use but to be thrown 
out and trodden underfoot by men. 

14 'You are the light of the world. A city set on a moun-
1~ lain cannot be hidden. Neither do men light a lamp and 

put it under the measure, but upon the lamp-stand, so as to 
16 give light to all in the house. Even so let your light shine 

before men, in order that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

'· ': See Is 61, 1-2: '"the Lord has anointed me ••• to comfort all 
who mourn." 

'· 6: Happy are they who strive to act according to God's will 
(justice) because they will be ··satisfied" with eternal life. 

'· 7: Merciful: compassionate. 
'· R: Clean of hear1: this expression does not mean purity but 

sincerity. See Ps 23, 4 n. S•e God: enjoy God intimately. 
~. 9: Those who share in the Messia's task of making peace will 

resemble God ("children of God"). 
~. 10: /uuice: See '· 6 n. "For theirs is the kinAdom of heaven" 

repents v. 3b to form an "inclusion," a Semitic literary figure which 
oprns and closes a discourse in identical terms. The beatitudes end 
here bc,cause vv. 11-12 are merely an elaboration on v. 10. 

~. l.\-19: Used as the Gospel of ten Masses. 
'· I 3: See Mk 9, 49; Lk 14, 34f. Rather than interpret salt as the 

spirit of •ac.tilice the better interpretation is that the followers of Christ 
must make ~is teaching attractive by the example of their lives or else 
be despised by men. 

5, 14-16: Just as liAht illumines so must Christ's followers illumine 
others throu!(h "works." 

~. 14: Just as a city on a mountain top is conspicuous so must 
Christ's followers be conspicuous by their '"works." 
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11 The Old Law and the New Do not think that I have 
come to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I have not come 

1e to destroy, but to fulfill. For amen I say to you, till heaven 
and earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle shall be lost from 

19 the Law till all things have been accomplished. Therefore 
whoever does away with one of these least commandments, 
and so teaches men, shall be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven· but whoever carries them out and teaches them, 

20 he shail be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say 
to you that unless your justice exceeds that of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

21 Against Anger "You have heard that it was said to t~e 
ancients, "Thou shalt not kill'; and that whoever shall kill 

22 shall be liable to judgment. But I say to you that everyone 
who is angry with his brother shall be liable to judgment; 
and whoever says to his brother, "Raca,' shall be liable to 
the Sanhedrin; and whoever says, 'Thou fool!', shall be liable 

23 to the fire of Gehenna. Therefore, if thou art offering thy gift 
at the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother bas 

24 anything against thee, I leave thy gift before the altar anJ 
go first to be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 

5, 17: To fulfill: Christ came to perfect the Mosaic Law through 
his teaching. It is commonly thought that, in practice, he destroyed 
the Mosaic Law by replacing it with the Christian law, but in an 
historical sense Christ is truly saying that the Mosaic Law finds its 
ultimate blossoming in Christianity. St. Paul later was to explain the 
full implication of this question (see Galatians). 

5, 18-19: The general meaning is: the Christian law must be com
pletely observed before the world ends. It does not mean that all the 
prophecies must come true. 

5, 18: Amen: truly. One ;01 or one tittle: the yod (jot) was the 
smallest letter of the Hebrew alphabet. See par Lk 16, 17. 

5, 21-47: Whereas Matthew compares the Christian ideals with the 
Jewish ideals, Luke presents the life of the Christian as one of love. 
You have heard: through the Mosaic Law and its oral interpretational 
laws. But I Jay: the contemporary rabbis had a similar saying but they 
never spoke on their own authority as Christ did. 

5, 21: See Ex 20, 13. ]udf!.ment: local Sanhedrin. 
5, 22: The meaning in general is that Jesus wants to prevent even 

the beginning of murder, i.e., anger. Scholars dispute the meaning of 
the gradation of the offenses and their punishments. It is not easy 
to see how the courts, which deal with legal matters, could punish 
anger which is not always externally manifested. The best working 
hypothesis is that vv. 21 and 22a constituted the original reading. 
Matthew then assembled here, from their contexts, the rest of v. 22 
plus vv. 23-26, namely, "'and whoever says to his brother, 'Raca,' 
.. :· Raca: although in general it means fool, its exact meaning is 
unknown. Fire of Gehenna: see 5, 30 n. 
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2' and offer thy gift. Come to terms with thy opponent quickly 
while thou art with him on the way; lest thy opponent 
deliver thee to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and 

26 thou be cast into prison. Amen I say to thee, thou wilt not 
come out from it until thou hast paid the last peony. 

27 Chastity of Mind and Body '"You have heard that it was 
said to the ancients, 'Thou shalt not commit adultery.' But 

28 I say to you that anyone who so much as looks with lust 
at a woman has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 

29 "So if thy right eye is an occasion of sin to thee, pluck 
it out and cast it from thee; for it is better for thee that 
one of thy members should perish than that thy whole body 

30 should be thrown into hell. And if thy right hand is an OC· 

casion of sin to thee, cut it off and cast it from thee; for it 
is better for thee that one of thy members should be lost 
than that thy whole body should go into hell 

't Divorce "It was said, moreover, 'Whoever puts away his 
s2 wife, let him give her a written notice of dismissal.' But I 

say to you that everyone who puts away his wife, save on 
account of immorality, causes her to commit adultery; and 
he who marries a woman who has been put away commitll 
adultery. 

'' Concerning Oaths "Again, you have heard that it wu 

5, 25-26: See par Lk 12, 5Bf. Since it seems unlikely that this is 
solely a piece of crafty advice, the following allegorical interpretation 
is generally given: the judge represents God, and the prison symbolizes 
"the fire of Gehenna." 

5, 27: A reference to Dt 20, 14. 
5, 29·30: Compare 18, Bf and Mk 9, 41-46. These hyperbolic expres

sions mean that occasions of sin must be avoided. To interpret the 
expressions literally leads to absurdities, e.g., if the right eye is plucked 
out the left eye can still see . 

. ~, 30: Hell: Geenna in Greek as in v. 22 refers to the valley of 
H inn on where there always burned the fire of the city dump. 

~. 31-32: See 19, 3-9. 
'· 33-37: Jesus demands absolute honesty, and if his demands a.re 

met _there is no necessity for oaths to be taken (since they ultimately 
originate from man's dishonesty, anyway). Yet, as the ideal demands 
of Jesus are never perfectly met, it must not be understood that he 
forbids oaths entirely (contrary to the belief of the Quakers). He 
h11nself does not refuse to take an oath before the Sanhedrin (Mt 26, 
63f). Paul also took oaths often. See Rom 1, 9. 

5. 3.1: One of several opinions traces this reference to Ex 20, 7: 
"You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain." 
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said to the ancients, 'Thou shalt not swear falsely, bu 
34 fulfill thy oaths to the Lord.' But I say to you not to swea 
3) at all: neither by heaven, for it is the throne of God; no: 

by the earth, for it is his footstool; nor by Jerusalem, foi 
36 it is the city of the great King. Neither do thou swear bJ 

thy head, for thou canst not make one hair white or black 
37 But let your speech be, 'Yes, yes'; 'No, no'; and whateve1 
· is beyond these comes from the evil one. 

38 The New Law of Talion "You have heard that it was 
39 said, 'An eye for an eye' and, 'A tooth for a tooth.' But I say 

to you not to resist the evildoer; on the contrary, if someone 
strike thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other also; 

40 I and if anyone would go to law with thee and take thy 
41 tunic, let him take thy cloak as well; and whoever forces 
42 thee to go for one mile, go with him two. To him who 

asks thee, give; and from him who would borrow of thee, 
do not turn away. 

43 The Love of Enemies "You have heard that it was said, 
'Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and shalt hate thy enemy.' 

44 But I say to you, love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, and pray for those who persecute and calumniate 

5, 34: At all: Christ forbids all these varieties of oaths (vv. 34-3<\) 
since the essential part of an oath is to take it in the name of G,"l 
upon whom everything somehow depends, even man's life ("head," 
v. 36). 

5, 37: Just say "yes" or "no" without oaths (Jas 5, 12). Evil one: 
the devil or the evil condition of the world. 

5, 38: See Ex 21, 23-25 n. The Romans called this the law llf 
talion from the Latin word "talio" meaning retaliation. Its modern 
form is the "vendetta." In Gospel times the law of talion was mn't 
probably executed in terms of money. Not to resist the evildoen: 
Jesus is not teaching that evil must never be opposed. He exhorts to 
forgive generously, as illustrated by v:irious examples in vv. 39-66. 

5, 39: Christ spoke hyperbolically here, since he did not turn th• 
other cheek when struck at the trial (Jn 18, 22f). See Paul's violent 
words in the same situation (Acts 23, 2f). 

5, 40: Tunic: the undergarment. Cloak: the outer garment. This is 
an apt example for the poor people of that time. 

5, 43-48: See par Lk 6, 27-36. 
5, 43: Thou shalt love thy neif(hbor: see Lv 19, 18 n. Shalt hat6 

thy enemy: this is not in Lv. The whole expression, "love thy neigh
bor" and "hate thy enemy" is an exaggerated way of saying: love 
your enemy less than your neighbor. 

5, 44: There are several differences in the Greek. Read: "But 
now I command you, love your enemies, pray for those who persecute 
you that you may be true sons of your heavenly Father." 
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4) you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven, 
who makes his sun to rise on the good and the evil, and 

46 sends rain on the just and the unjust. For if you Jove those 
that love you, what reward shall you have? Do not even 

47 the publicans do that? And if you salute your brethren 
only, what are you doing more than others? Do not even 
the Gentiles do that? 

48 "You there fore are to be perfect, even as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. 

6 
1 Purity of Intention "Take heed not to do your good before 

men. in order to be seen by them; otherwise you shall have 
no reward with your Father in heaven. 

2 Almsgiving "Therefore when thou givest alms, do not 
sound a trumpet hefore thee, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and streets, in order that they may be honored 

3 hy men. Amen I say to you, they have received their reward: I 
But when thou givest alms, do not let thy left hand know 

4 what thy right hand is doing, so that thy alms may be 
given in secret; and thy Father, who sees in secret, will 
rcw ar<l thee. 

5. 45: See an echo of "makes the sun'" in The Mer(hanl of Venk6', 
III, I. 

\ 47: Pub/ican1: the Greek word would ,be better translated 
throughout the New Testament as '"tax collectors." See Mk 2, 15 n 
on the distinction between "publicans" and '"tax collectors." 

5, 48: This is not an exhortation to reach the perfection of God 
him<clf hut to strive for the highest possible perfection of which man 
is capable. 

6. 1-1 H: Christ's emphasis here is on a self-forgetful spirit, not on 
a multiplicity of self-forgetful acts. This self-forgetting does not only 
co11:"1ist in curbing one's wish to impress others, but also in restraining 
the drsire to take pride in oneself (v. 3). The positive aspect of this 
self fnrgl'!ful spirit is that man should act exclusively for the Father. 
The originality of Christ's teaching here does not lie in the idea of self
forgctf ul love for the Father, already found in the Old Testament, 
hu! 111 his (Christ's) insistence on it. This originality is all the more 
striking when we recall how glory was openly sought in the ancient 
wnrld. Futhermore, Christ"s originality is also seen here in the 
clarity with which he underscores hypocrisy. 

6, 2: Sound a trumpel: this is most probably meant as a metaphor. 
There was a custom of sounding trumpets during public fasts. 

6, \: See 6, 1-18 n. See Lloyd C. Douglas' The Magnificent 
OhreJsirm. 

6. 4: See Epictetus' DiJcour1e1, I, 14.14, for a similar idea of "thy 
Father. who sees in sccreL" 
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) Prayer ".Again, when you pray, yo1;1 sh~ll not be like tht 
hypocrites, who love to pray standmg m the synagogue! 
and at the street corners, in order that they may be seen bv 
men. .Amen I say to you, they have received their reward. 

6 But when thou prayest, go into thy room, and closing th~ 
door, pray to thy Father in secret; and thy Father, who secs 
in secret, will reward thee. 

7 "But in praying, do not multiply words, as the Gentiles 
do; for they think that by saying a great deal, they will he 

e heard. So do not be like them; for your Father knows what 
9 you need before you ask him. In this manner therefore shall 

you pray: 

6, 5: Standinf!.: the most general posture for prayer among pagans, 
Jews, and the first Christians. 

6, 6: Jesus is here in no way forbidding public prayer either i 11 

the temple (see 5, 24), or on the streets where the Jews praye,I 
when they happened to be there at the time of prayer. By his hyperbole 
Jesus means to forbid ostentatious prayer. 

6, 7: Seneca, EpiJtles 31.5, says that such people fatigue the gods. 
6, 9-13: See Lk 11, 2-4 who places the Our Father outside the 

context of the Sermon on the Mount and in a context that most 
probably is more historical. Mt seems to have added the Our Father 
here to give a fuller account of Christ's teaching on prayer. Today's 
scholars generally hold that Mt's wording of the Our Father is older 
than that of Lk because the expressions of the first evangelist are more 
Semitic and fit better into the rhythm of the .Aramaic language. On the 
other hand, these scholars hold that the number of petitions of the 
Our Father in Lk is closer to the Our Father spoken by our Lord, for 
Lk has not included the third petition (thy will be done), and the 
end of the sixth petition (but deliver us from evil), which may ha\'r 
been a liturgical addition. In their attempt at harmonization, othcc 
commentators conservatively maintain that Christ spoke the Our Fathec 
twice, once as recorded in Mt and once as given by Lk. 

The common interpretation of the petitions in the Our Father is 
that they refer to daily needs. Since 1947 scholars have proposed an 
eschatological interpretation. They believe that the petitions refer to 
the end of the world and that this eschatological interpretation is in 
agreement with what the early Christians had foremost in mind when 
they prayed the petitions as we read them in Mt and Lk. The scholars 
who advocate the eschatological interpretation do so for the fir<t 
three petitions, but they differ on the last three. The fourth petition 
is the hardest to be interpreted eschatologically. The same scholars du 
not_ believe that Christ himself meant all of these petitions eschato
logirally when he first uttered them. For instance, when he said, 
"hallowed be thy name" (v. 9) he may have alluded to his crucifixion, 
death and resurrection. 

Since the Gospels give two forms of the Our Father, it seems that 
Jesus did not intend to give a fixed prayer but the spirit of a Chris
tian prayer. However, the liturgies even in New Testament times 
molded it into a fixed prayer. Modem liturgies have departed from 
the Greek text of the Our Father, so that today it is not said in 
English, German, French, or even Latin in accordance with a true 
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"Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in 

heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. 
B And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.' 
14 For if you forgive men their offenses, your heavenly Father 
U will also forgive you your offenses. But if you do not forgive 

men, neither will your Father forgive you your offenses. 

16 Fasting "And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the 
hypocrites, who disfigure their faces in order to appear to' 
men as fasting. Amen I say to you, they have received their 

17 reward. But thou, when thou dost fast, anoint thy head and 
18 wash thy face, so that thou mayest not be seen fasting by 

men, but by thy Father, who is in secret; and thy Father, who 
sees in secret, will reward thee. 

19 True Riches "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where rust and moth consume, and where thieves 

20 break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither rust nor moth consumes, nor thieves 

21 break in and steal. For where thy treasure is, there also will 
thy heart be. 

22 "The lamp of the body is the eye. If thy eye be sound, 
n thy whole body will be full of light. But if thy eye be 

translation of the Greek text. Finally, while most of its phrases can 
be found in the Old Testament the originality or the Christian spirit 
of this prayer is not in the idea of God as the Father of the nation 
but probably in Jesus as the Son of the Father and the way for 
Christians to the father. See table on the "Our Father," p. 54. 

6, JO: Kinxdom: dominion or reign would be more accurate (see 3, 
2 n). Will: the expression does not refer only to obedience and to the 
ten rnmman<lments but to all of God's plans for heaven and earth. 

6, I~: The recently translated Protestant Bibles correctly explain that 
the longer ending ("For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory. for ever. Amen.") was not in the original text. 

6, 16: The most important good works for the Jews, as they are for 
M11'lcms today, were almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. See Tb 12, 8: 
"Pr;iyer is good with fasting and alms:· Disfif.ure: there are several 
e<lurnte<l J.\Uesses at the meaning: Making long faces? Not washing? 

6, 20.21: See par Lk 12, 33·34. 
6, 20: See similar idea in Tb 4, 10. 
6, 21: The Greek word for treasure, thouJ!h plural, indicates one 

treasure in one pince. The insinuation is that every person has one 
treasure. This verse has the same meaning as v. 24. 

6. 22-23: See par Lk 11, 34-35. 
6, 23: Bui if 1hy eye b8 e11il: but if your eyesight is poor. The,,. 
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Petitions 

1st "hallowed be thy 
name." 

2nd ''Thy kingdom come" 

3rd "thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in 
heaven." 

4th "Give us this day our 
daily bread." 

5th "And forgive us our 
debts, as we also forgive 
our debtors.'' 

6th "And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.'' 

Daily Needs 
Interpretation 

May man glorify 
and regard God's 
person ("name") 
as holy. 

May your domin
ion grow daily 
throughout the 
world. 

May God's com
mands and univer
sal plan be car
ried out on earth 
as in heaven. 

Give us today our 
daily needs. 

Forgive us our 
daily debts as we 
forgive those of 
others. Forgive
ness here con
notes a reinstate
ment into God's 
friendship, and 
not only a cancel
lation of a debt. 

Help us in our 
daily temptations. 

54 

Eschatological 
Interpretation 

May man glorify and 
regard your person as 
holy in the final com
ing at the end of the 
world. 

May your final univer· 
sal reign come. 

May God's commands 
and universal plan be 
completed at the end 
of the world. 

Give us "today," an 
expression of urgency, 
our future bread, i.e., 
God's final coming. 

May God grant com
plete forgiveness to 
our brethren at the 
end of tile world. 

Help us in our last 
trial with Satan. 
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evil, thy whole body will be full of darkness. Therefore 
if the light that is in thee is darkness, how great is the 
darkness itself! 

"No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or else he will stand by the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mam
mon. 

Trust in God "Therefore I say to you, do not be anxious 
for your life, what you shall eat; nor yet for your body, what 
you shall put on. Is not the life a greater thing than the food, 
and the body than the clothing? Look at the birds of the 
air: they do not sow, or reap, or gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you of much 
111ore value than they? But which of you by being anxious 
about it can add to his stature a single cubit? 

"And as for clothing, why are you anxious? Consider 
how the lilies of the field grow; they neither toil nor spin, 
I yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory 
was arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the 
~'ass of the field, which flourishes today but tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, how much more you, 0 you of little 
faith! 

"Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we 
eat?' or, 'What shall we drink?' or, 'What are we to put 
in?' I (for after all these things the Gentiles seek); for 
your Father knows that you need all these things. But seek 
~rst the kingdom of God and his justice;- and all these 

' if the light ... darkneJJ itself: if blindness of the body is mis
'le. how much more is blindness of the soul. 
'• 24: See par Lk 16, 13. He wiJJ stand by: he will be devoted to. 
''' mon: money. 
'· 2~-,3: See par Lk 12, 22-31. Jesus is not replacing prudence and 
·k with reliance on God. By means of a hyperbole of carefree living, 
.•flacks excessive worry about material goods. The most important 
rr i11 life is the attainment of God himself (v. 33). 

'• 27: To his stature a single cubit: a better translation is, "a day 
11\ life." 
'• 2A: Lilies of the field: the "lilies" signified here cannot yet be 
111fieJ botanically . 

. lo: God so clothes: the biblical notion of God as creator is 
···ted here. God is not considered to have made the world once 

for all (he clothed), a Hellenistic notion, but his creation 
tinues, "'he clothes." 
·, 33: His iustice: his will is placed in apposition with his "king-
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34 things shall be given you besides. Therefore do not be anx
ious about tomorrow; for tomorrow will have anxieties of its 
own. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

7 
1 Avoiding Judgments "Do not judge, that you may not be 
2 judged. For with what judgment you judge, you shall 

be judged; and with what measure you measure, it shall 
3 be measured to you. But why dost thou see the speck in thy 

brother's eye, and yet dost not consider the beam in thy own 
4 eye? Or how canst thou say to thy brother, 'Let me cast out the 

speck from thy eye'; and behold, there is a beam in thy 
5 own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam from thy 

own eye, and then thou wilt see clearly to cast out the 
speck from thy brother's eye. 

6 "Do not give to dogs what is holy, neither cast your 
pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their 
feet and turn and tear you. 

7 Power of Prayer "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
e you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you. For 

everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to 
9 him who knocks, it shall be opened. Or what man is there 

among you, who, if his son asks him for a loaf, will hand 
10 him a stone; or if he asks for a fish, will hand him a serpent? 

6, 34: Similar ideas were in vogue in contemporary stories, but 
providence for the contemporaries was the result of philosophical 
reasoning. In the light of v. 33 it seems that v. 34 contains Chrisfs 
exhortation to rely on God for things beyond the powers of man. 

7, 1·5: See par Lk 6, 37-42; Mk 4, 24. 
7, 2b: See par Mk 4, 24b. 
7, 3: The splinter ("speck") and log ('"beam") comparison is 

acceptable in oriental humor. 
7, 6: Since the connection with the preceding verses is so loose 

it is surprising that there is no satisfactory explanation why this saying 
is placed here. Regardless of this literary question, the verse sounds 
a warning not to preach the holy Gospel to the unworthy. Yet, Christ 
is not forbidding here the conversion of pagans; this would be in 
contradiction with 8, l lf and 28, 18. There are many parallels to this 
verse in ancient literature, e.g., Plato's Timaeus: "You cannot speak 
of him (God) before all people." 

7, 7-11: See par Lk 11, 9-13. 
7, 7: If human fathers generously yield to the persevering peti

tions of their children, how much more will God the Father yield! 
7, 10: Bread and fish are staple foods in Palestine. The stone and 

serpent are probably mentioned because of their deceptive forms, 
similar to a loaf of bread and to a fish. 
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II Therefore, if you, evil as you are, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

12 The Golden R.ule "Therefore all that you wish men to do 
to you, even so do you also to them; for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. 

•j Obstacles to Virtue "Enter by the narrow gate. For wide is 
the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and 

M many there are who enter that way. How narrow the gate and 
close the way that leads to life! And few there are who find it. 

n "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's 
16 clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. By their fruits 

you will know them. Do men gather grapes from thorns, 
11 or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good 
•~ fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot 
19 bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every 

tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and t.hrown 
io into the lire. Therefore, by their fruits you will know them. 
21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter 

the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of my 
12 Father in heaven shall enter the kingdom of heaven. Many 

will say to me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in thy name, and cast out devils in thy name, and work 

I} many miracles in thy name?' And then I will declare to 
them, 'I never knew you. Depart from me, you workers 
of iniquity!' 

7, 11-23: The three isolated commands are not connected among 
ihemselves nor with the preceding verses. 

7, 11: Good thinv: the counterpart in the par Lk 11, 13 is "the 
Holy Spirit," the pre-eminent heavenly "good thing." 

7, 12: See a shorter form in par Lk 6, 31. If in Mt 22, 34-40 the 
lwo commands of love of God and neighbor summarize the Law and 
h~ Prophets (the Old Testament) the present text gives the rule 

1ur putting into rractice the love o/ one's neighbor. The unexpressed 
lmtive is love o God. The expression "golden rule" emerged in the 
·ighteenth century. It is generally admitted that this rule, partly neg-
1tively and partly positively, is found in the Old Testament (Tb 4, 
16), in the Greco-Roman world, India, China, and in the western 
,,·orld. The golden rule is not the result of any borrowing; it is a 
·ommon ethical principle, the origin of which cannot be traced to any 
>articular place. 

7, 13-14: The doctrine of the two ways is also found in the Dead 
ira Scrolls. 

7, 13: See par Lk 13, 24. 
7, 16: See par Lk 6, 43-44. 
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24 Conclusion of the Sermon "Everyone therefore who 
hears these my words and acts upon them, shall be likened 

2) to a wise man who built his house on rock. And the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, but it did not fall, because it was founded 

26 on rock. And everyone who hears these my words and docs 
not act upon them, shall be likened to a foolish man who 

27 built his house on sand. And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that hou~e, 
and it fell, and was utterly ruined." 

2e Epilogue And it came to pass when Jesus had finished 
these words, that the crowds were astonished at his teaching; 

29 for he was teaching them as one having authority, and not 
as their Scribes and Pharisees. 

8 
1 A Leper Now when he had come down from the mountain, 
2 great crowds followed him. And behold, a leper came 

up and worshipped him, saying, '"Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
3 make me clean." And stretching forth his hand Jesus 

touched him, saying, '"I will; be thou made clean." And 
4 immediately his leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus said to 

him, '"See thou tell no one; but go, show thyself to the 
priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a 
witness to them." 

7, 24-27: See par Lk 6, 47-49 n. 
7, 28: And ... finished these words: this stereotyped formula or its 

equivalent closes each of the five discourses in the first Gospel. 
7, 29: Whereas the scribes and Pharisees argued from scripture 

and tradition, Jesus spoke on his own authority. 
8, 1-11, 1: Ten miracle stories provide the framework of the 

Galilean ministry of Jesus when he was at the height of his popularity 
with the masses. 

8, 1-4: See par Mk 1, 40-45; Lk 5 12-16. 
8, 2: Leper: '"leprosy" in the Bible is a general term for various 

skin diseases (as in this text) not for Hansen's disease, the modern 
term for true leprosy. Leprosy was considered God's punishment for 
sin. People avoided the leper not only for fear of contracting the 
disease but for fear of becoming unclean (Lv 13, 45f). WorJhipped: 
this word is better translated throughout the Gospel as "paid homage" 
even though it will not be annotated thus whenever it occurs. Paying 
homage consisted of a profound bow, and while returning to an erect 
position the common oriental greeting called for a simultaneous 
carrying of the right hand to the breast, mouth and forehead. "If thou 
wilt" does not necessarily imply that Christ was unwilling. 

8, 4: Tell no one: the reason for this command is not clear. Did 
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' The Centurion's Servant Now when he had entered 
Capharnaum, there came to him a centurion who entreated 

6 him, I saying, "Lord, my servant is lying sick in the house, 
7 paralyzed, and is grievously afflicted." Jesus said to him, "I 
e will come and cure him." But in answer the centurion said, 

"Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldst come under my 
roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 

P For I too am a man subject to authority, and have soldiers 
subject to me; and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to 
another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' 
and he does it." 

to And when Jesus heard this, he marvelled, and said to 
those who were following him, "Amen I say to you, I have 

II not found such great faith in Israel. And I tell you that 
many will come from the east and from the west, and will 
feast with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom 

it mean: tell no one lest too many miracle-hungry people come? Or 
did Christ want the temple authorities and not the cured man to 
announce the cure I Show ... Moses (ommanded: "the leper" was 
ostracized until he was declared clean by the officiating priest. The 
''gift"' consisted of two birds (Lv 14, 4-7). Them: the word expected 
here is "him," the priest. From several suggested meanings given for 
''them," one is that the gift would be a proof to Christ's "itfrs that 
he complied with the Mosaic Law, or a proof to the (rowds that the 
leper was cured. 

R, H3: See par Lk 7, J.10; Jn 4, 46·53. It is generally agreed that 
Mt and Lk recount two variants of one and the same story. See Jn 4, 
46·'3 n. Some differences are: in Mt the centurion speaks to Christ; 
in Lk the centurion speaks to Christ through intermediaries. In Lk, 
when the messengers returned to the house, "they found the servant 
in good health who had been ill" (v. 10); Mt merely says: "And the 
servant w~ healed in that hour" (v. 13). 

8, 5: A unt11rion: of the Roman army. 
8, 6: Servant: in Greek "pais," also used in vv. 8 and 13, may mean 

slave, servant or son. The common translation "servant" is in large 
measure due to the par Lk 7, 2 which says "do11los," the Greek word 
for servant or slave. 

R, 8: The thoughtful centurion knew that Jews become ritually 
und ... n by entering the houses of pagans. The verse has become the 
Communion formula at daily Mass. 

8, 9: Servant: in Greek, the word "do11lol' is used here. See 8, 
6 n. 

8, 10-11 : There are very few Gospel passages which mention 
Christ's admitting the Gentiles into the Church. Perhaps this is why 
some. scholars hold that the secondary motive which Jesus had in per
forming this miracle was to teach symbolically the conversion of the 
Gentiles. See 10, 5 n. 

8, 11-12: These verses are treated differently in Lk 13, 28-29. 
8, 11 : Before the time of Christ, the Messianic joys were illustrated 

through the banquet image (Is 25, 6). The same image became a 
symbol of heavenly joy as in this text. 
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12 of heaven, but the children of the kingdom will be put 
forth into the darkness outside; there will be the weeping, 

13 and the gnashing of teeth." Then Jesus said to the cen
turion, "Go thy way; as thou hast believed, so be it done 
to thee." And the servant was healed in that hour. 

14 Peter's Mother-in-law And when Jesus had come into 
Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed, sick 

n with a fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left 
her; and she rose and began to wait on them. 

16 Other Miracles Now when it was evening, they brought 
to him many who were possessed, and he cast out the spirits 

17 with a word, and cured all who were sick; that what was 
spoken through Isaias the prophet might be fulfilled, who 
said, "He himself took up our infirmities, and bore the bur
den of our ills.'' 

18 Sacrifice to Follow Christ But when Jesus saw great 
19 crowds about him, he gave orders to go across the sea. Then 

a Scribe came and said to him, "Master, I will follow thee 
20 wherever thou goest." But Jesus said to him, "The foxes 

have dens, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son 
21 of Man has nowhere to lay his head." And another, who 

was one of his disciples, said to him, "Lord, let me first go 

8, 12: Darkneu: borrowed from the description of sheol, "dark
ness" here contrasts with the light within the banquet hall. Weepi111t 
•.. gnaJhing of teeth: in themselves these terms are stereotyped 
characteristics of deep agony, but in this context they refer to the 
agony of the damned. The verse is an allusion to the rejection of the 
Chosen People. 

8, 14-15: See par Mk 1, 29-31 n; Lk 4, 38-39. 
8, 14: Fa er: scholars have been unsuccessful in trying to specify 

the type of illness meant here by the Greek words. 
8, 16-17: See par Mk 1, 32-34; Lk 4, 40-41. 
8, 17: In Is 5 3, 4 the suffering servant takes on the sufferings of 

others, i.e., the punishment of their sins, but Mt here interprets 
Christ's fulfillment of the Isaian Hebrew text insofar as our Lord 
eliminated physical ills and cases of diabolical possession. Therefore, 
according to some experts, Mt is accommodating the Isaian text. 

8, 18·22: See par Lk 9, 57-60. 
8, 18: Sea: the eastern side of the lake of Galilee. 
8, 19: A Scribe: Mt gives the scribes a more important role in his 

Gospel than the other evangelists. 
8, 20: A similar comparison is found in the recently discovered 

apocryphal Gospel of St. Thomas. It is only a possibility that this was 
originally a popular pessimistic saying about man in general, but in 
Mt it alludes to aloofness from material security as part of the road to 
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22 and bury my father.'" But Jesus said to him, "Follow me, 
and leave the dead to bury their own dead.'" 

B The Storm on the !Ake Then he got into a boat, and his 
24 disciples followed him. And behold, there arose a great storm 

on the sea, so that the boat was covered by the waves; but 
n he was asleep. So they came and woke him, saying, "Lord, 
16 ~ave us! we are perishing!" But he said to them, "Why are 

you fearful, 0 you of little faith?" Then he arose and re-
buked the wind and the sea, and there came a great calm. 

Calvary. The interpretation of aloofness is better than the farfetched 
one that the foxes allude to the Herodians and the birds to the Gentiles 
meaning that everyone is well situated in Israel except its true king, 
the Son of Man. So" of Ma": although found twenty-live times in Mt 
it is the first time in this Gospel that Jesus styles himself thus. The 
expression means ""man"" (see Ez 2, 1 n). It is commonly taught 
that the Son of Man was not a usual Messianic title at the time of 
Christ. Besides, many experts hold that Jesus took the expression 
from the mysterious heavenly Son of Man in Daniel (see Dn 7, 16-18 
n) as a means of gradually teaching his Messiaship and divinity since 
it was not overcharged, such as ··son of David," with the temporal 
notion of the Messia. See Apocalyp1ic Meuia"ism, Vol 1, p. 1315. 

In the first three Gospels the expression is used only by Jesus wheo 
speaking of himself, and always prior to the resurrection. In fact, in 
the whole New Testament no one ever addresses Jesus by that title, 
nor is it used of him in any narrative or saying about him. Exceptions 
ore in Acts 7, 56; Ap 1, 13; 14, 14 where there is an iutentional 
allusion to Dn 7, 13. John stresses the origin of the Son of Man from 
heaven. See Jn 1, 51 n. 

8, 22: A true disciple must not let family and relatives interfere 
with following Christ. ""Leave the dead" (the spiritually dead), bury 
their own dead (physically dead). Recent philological attempts to 
soften the sternness of this saying have been unsuccessful. 

8, 23-27: See par Mk 4, 35-40; Lk 8, 22-25. Mt and Lk depend on 
the account in Mk, even though the wording is rather different. 

8, 23: Boal: the same Greek word is used for fishing boats as well 
as for sea vessels (Acts 27, 2-44). 

H, 24: The lake of Galilee was and still is notorious for its sudden 
•torms and calms. Consequently, it is not easy to refute those who 
eug,i:eo1t that this is a true historical incident during which Jesus 
remained calm but did not quiet the lake, and the disciples merely 
attributed the sudden calm to him. According to these critics, it was 
characteristic of the inspired writers to recount this event by means of 
a dramatic dialogue. The same critics point out that the incident 
shows the belief of the disciples in the power of Jesus over nature. See 
8, 27 n. 
. 8, n: Lord, save us: this expression may show the liturgical 
influence of Mt's Church on the writing of the account. See the same 
expression on Peter's lips in 14, 30. The Greek word ""save" is used 
in a material and spiritual sense in the New TestamenL 

8, 26: Fai1h: see Mk 4. 40 n. 
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27 And the men marvelled, saying, "What manner of man is 
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?" 

28 Expulsion of the Devils in Gerasa Now when he had 
come to the other side, to the country of the Gerasenes, there 
met him two men who were possessed, coming from the 
tombs, so exceedingly fierce that no one could pass by that 

29 way. And behold, they cried out, saying, '"What have we 
to do with thee, Son of God? Hast thou come here to tor
ment us before the time?" 

30 Now not far from them there was a herd of many swine, 
H feeding. And the devils kept entreating him, saying, '"If thou 
32 cast us out, send us into the herd of swine." And he said to 

them, "'Go!" And they came out and entered into the swine; 
and behold, the whole herd rushed down the cliff into the 

8, 27: The men: either the disciples or the people to whom the 
disciples related the story, or both. This spectacular miracle which 
portr.iys Christ as master of the elements is an important step forward 
in the disciples' ,growing awareness of Christ's divinity. 

Because the narrative has the hallmark of an eyewitness account, 
especially in the Gospel of Mark, the opinion that the story is an 
invention to portray the fulfillment of Pss 64, 8 or 105, 9 ("He 
rebuked the Red Sea") is often rejected. To reject this opinion is not 
to deny that there are parallel narratives in and outside of the Bible, 
including Vergil's Ae11e11.J ( 4, 554ff) and that the scene has been 
interpreted ·allegorically since the third century. The boat is the 
Church in a storm saved by Jesus. 

8, 28·34: See par Mk 5, 1-20; Lk 8, 26-39. This is the first account 
of an exorcism in Mt's Gospel. 

8, 28: Ger11.Je11es: the Greek text of Mt's Gospel most probably 
says "Gadarenes:· Gadara is about six miles southeast of the lake. 
Mk and Lk say "Ger.isenes." Gerasa is about thirty miles southeast 
of the lake and does not accord well with the story ( v. 3 2). Since 
neither town is "opposite" Galilee (Lk 8, 26), the locality of the 
episode remains unknown. 

The greatest difference in these three accounts is that Mt and Lk 
mention only one possessed man. See other differences explained in 
8, 29 n and 8, 34 n. According to the modern trend of interprel•
tion, the differences are attributed to orally transmitted accounts of 
the same event rather than to the narration of two separate events. 
Tomb1: they were thought to be the dwellings of demons. 

8, 29: So11 of God: here and in parallel passages, it means a holy 
man of God, without connoting that he was divine nor the Messia. 
Before 1he lime: this second question of the verse is found only .in 
Mt. The implication is that there is a battle waging between Christ 
and Satan. It is understood that Christ's death, resurrection and as
cension will inflict the final blow on Satan. See Mt 25, 41. Hence, 
the devils are saying that it is not time yet. 

8, 32: There may have been a bit of humor for Jewish Christians 
to read about the drowning of unclean swine owned by pagans. 
See 10. 5 n. 
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33 sea, and perished in the water. But the swineherds Bed, and 
going away into the town, they reported everything, and what 

34 had befallen the men possessed by demons. And behold, all 
the town came out to meet Jesus: and on seeing him they en
treated him to depart from their district. 

9 
1 A Paralytic at Capharnaum And getting into a boat, he 
2 crossed over and came to his own town. And behold, they 

brought to him a paralytic lying on a pallet. And Jesus, see
ing their faith, said to the paralytic, "Take courage, son: thy 

3 sins are forgiven thee." And behold, some of the Scribes said 
4 within themselves, "This man blasphemes." And Jesus, know

ing their thoughts, said, "Why do you harbor evil thoughts 
' in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, 'Thy sins are 
6 forgiven thee,' or to say, 'Arise, and walk'? But that you may 

know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive 
sins"-then he said to the paralytic-"Arise, take up thy 

7 pallet and go to thy house." And he arose, and went away 
e to his house. But when the crowds saw it, they were struck 

with fear, and glorified God who had given such power 
to men. 

R, ~4: Mt does not have the sequel which is found in Mk S, 18-20 
end Lk 8, 3Af. 

9, 1-8: See par Mk 2, 1-12; Lk S, 18-26. This is Mt's first men
tion of the Jewish leaders' opposition to the teaching of Jesus. Mt 
condensed the account given in the Gospel of Mk. 

9, 2: Their faith: the full picture of the demonstration of the 
people's faith is related in Mk 2, 4 and Lk 5, 18f. Their faith in 
Jesus was so strong that they went through the trouble of stripping 
the roof and lowering the paralytic before Jesus. 

9, 3· 7: According to the scribes and Pharisees an individual's 
physirnl illness was a sign of God's punishment /or his sins. Not 
even the Messia could forgive sins according to them. The Jewish 
pric't could for)(ive only ritual transgressions in God's name through 
prayers and sacrifices. Jesus knew that, according to his adversaries, 
anyone can verbally pretend to forgive sins, but not everyone can 
cure a rerson. He replies that, for someone who has the authority 
to do so, one is just as easy as the other. 

9, 6: Son of Man: By his curing the sick and forgiving sins, 
Jesus defines the meaning of Son of Man. See 8, 20 n. 

~nme non-Catholic experts, judging the conversation as an inter
rolation of the original miracle story, believe that Mt is, perhaps, 
ddendin)( the prevailing power of the Church to forgive sins in 
nnswer to the contemporary Jews who denied that power. 

9, H: The people were apparently awed at Jesus' authority to 
cure the sick ( v. 6), not et his authority to forgive sins. 
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9 The Call of Matthew Now as Jesus passed on from there, 
he saw a man named Matthew sitting in the tax-collector's 
place, and said to him, "Follow me." And he arose and 

10 followed him. I And it came to pass as he was at table in 
the house, that, behold, many publicans and sinners came to 

11 the table with Jesus and his disciples, and the Pharisees see
ing it, said to his disciples, "Why does your master eat with 

12 publicans and sinners?" But Jesus heard it, and said, "It is 
not the healthy who need a physician, but they who are sick. 

13 But go, and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice.' For I have come to call sinners, not the just." 

14 The Question of Fasting At that time the disciples of 
John came to him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees 

n often fast, whereas thy 'disciples do not fast?" And Jesus saiJ 
to them, "Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the bride
groom is with them? But the days will come when the 
bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then they 

9, 9-13: See par Mk 2, 13-17; Lk 5, 27-32. 
9, 9: MtJJthew: see Introduction to the Gospel of St. Matthew on 

his identity and occupation. Note the magnetic personality that 
Christ must have had to attract even a well-to-do tax collector 
into surrendering his position to follow Christ. 

9, 10: The house: the evangelist's house. Sinners: Gentiles. 
9, 11: The Pharisees: it is difficult to imagine where the criticiz

ing Pharisees and scribes (in all three accounts) were standing at 
this banquet since they were not partaking of it. Because of this 
artificial setting, some experts believe that the purpose of the voca
tion story was to serve as a frame for the sayings in vv. 12-13. Ac
cording to this theory, Mt is not only recalling an event in which he 
defends his master's actions but the evangelist is simultaneously de
fending the contemporary practice of the Church to allow the Gentiles 
membership in it. 

9, 13: A quotation from Os 6, 6. Here it means perhaps that 
fraternal charity is preferable to the cult, including the ritual purity 
of not eating with Gentiles. just: said ironically of the righteous 
Pharisees. 

9, 14-17: See par Mk 2, 18-22; Lk 5, 33-39. 
9, 14: In the evangelist's account, the disciples of John the Bap. 

tist come to Jesus. In the Gospels of Lk and Mk, the people ( .. they'") 
come_ Fast: some of the Pharisees voluntarily fasted Mondays and 
Thursdays to atone for the sins of the people, even though the 
Mosaic Law required only one day of fast a year (see Lv 16, 29 n). 

9, 15: Mourn: Mk and Lk say .. fast." Bride!!,room: Jesus the 
Messia. He is not adverse to voluntary fas-ting but considers it inop
portune. His stay on earth is one long nuptial banquet. At the time 
of Christ the Jews applied the figure of a bridegroom to God not to 
the Messia. But the days will come ... they will fast: many schol
ars believe that these words, which allude to his death, are not from 
Christ but from the early Christians. One reason may be that Jesus 
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16 will fast. And no one puts a patch of raw cloth on an old 
garment, for the patch tears away from the garment, and a 

17 worse rent is made. Nor do people pour new wine into old 
wine-skins, else the skins burst, the wine is spilt, and the 
skins are ruined. But they put new wine into fresh skins, and 
both are saved." 

le The Ruler's Daughter; the Woman with a Hemorrhage 
As he was saying this to them. behold, a ruler came up and 
worshipped him, saying, ''My daughter has just now died; 
but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she will return to 

19 life." And Jesus arose and followed him, and so did his 
disciples. 

20 Now a woman who for twelve years had been suffering 
from hemorrhage, came up behind him and touched the 

21 tassel of his cloak, I saying to herself, "If I touch but his 

usually predicts his passion and death to his disciples, not to the 
public at large as here. This saying may have been inserted because 
Christians fasted voluntarily on Wednesdays and Fridays, as the 
Didache, ch. 8, testifies. (The Didache, a Greek work1 contemporan
eous with the New Testament, comprises directions tor catechetical 
instruction, worship, and ministry.) 

9. 16-17: These two parables were most probably independent say
ings delivered in unknown historical settings. Since Lk '· 36 separates 
the pair of parables, this theory seems confirmed. The parables have 
nothing to do with fasting but are appended here to teach the need 
of a new look on practices of piety suitable to the Christian religion. 
The patch of raw cloth and the new wine represent Christian 
piety; the old garment and old wineskins represent Jewish piety. 

9, 18-26: See par Mk '· 21-43; Lk 8, 40-%. This is the only 
example in the first three Gospels of such an interweaving of two 
miracle stories which originally may have been separate. Mt charac· 
teristically abbreviates the story of Mk. 

9. 18: Ruler: his name is Jairus according to the two parallel ac
counts. Died: the two parallel accounts say that she is close to death. 

9. 20: A woman: The apocryphal Gospel of Nicodemus (fourth 
century) calls her Veronica. According to a tradition from the fourth 
century there was a memorial monument to her in Caesarea Philippi. 
Then in the twelfth century there appears for the first time a legend 
of a woman called Veronica who during the Passion wiped our Lord's 
face with her veil upon which he left his image. Twelve yearI: the 
a.i.:e here and in Mk 5, 42 (the twelve-year-old girl) is coincidental. 
Hemorrhat:e: according to Lv 1', 2'-27 she was considered impure 
as Ion!! as her continuous menstruation lasted. TaJsel: the four tas
sels of the cloak were to serve as a reminder of God's command· 
ments. See Nm 15, 37-41 n. 

9, 21-22: Saved: restored to health. 
9. 21 : The woman thought that since Jesus was a wonder worker, 

he must have had some sort of curative magnetic power within him. 
A mere contact would work a cure. The crowds thought the same. 
See Mk 3. 10. 
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22 cloak I shall be saved." But Jesus, turning and seeing her, 
said, "Take courage, daughter; thy faith has saved thee." And 
the woman was restored to health from that moment. 

23 And when Jesus came to the ruler's house, and saw the 
24 flute players and the crowd making a din, he said, I "Begone, 

the girl is asleep, not dead." And they laughed him to scorn. 
2' But when the crowd had been put out, he went in and took 
26 her by the hand; and the girl arose. And the report of this 

spread throughout all that district. 

27 Two Blind Men Now as Jesus was passing on from there, 
two blind men followed him, crying out and saying, "Have 

28 pity on us, Son of David!" And when he had reached the 
house, the blind men came to him. And Jesus said to them, 
"Do you believe that I can do this to you?" They answered 

29 him, "Yes, Lord." I Then he touched their eyes, saying, "Let 
30 it be done to you according to your faith." I And their eyes 

were opened. And Jesus strictly charged them, saying, "See 
31 that no one knows of this!" But they went out and spread his 

fame abroad throughout all that district. 

32 A Dumb Demoniac Now as they were going out, behold, 
there was brought to him a dumb man possessed by a devil. 

33 And when the devil had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; 
and the crowds marvelled, saying, "Never has the like been 

34 seen in Israel." I But the Pharisees said, "By the prince of 
devils he casts out devils." -

3S The Mission of the Apostles And Jesus was going about 
all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every kind 

36 of disease and infirmity. But seeing the crowds, he was 
moved with compassion for them, because they were bewil-

9, 22: See Lk B, 48 n. 
9, 23: Flute player1: they were commonly used for funerals and 

feasts. According to custom, the girl was to be buried on the very 
day of her death. 

9, 24: The 1<irl iJ aJ/eep: see Mk 5, 40 n. 
9, 27-31: The more notable common traits with the same miracle of 

the two blind men at Jericho narrated in 20, 29-34 are: addressing 
Jesus as Son of David; Jesus touches their eyes; Jesus demanding their 
faith (20, 32). Some experts believe that Mt repeats this episode 
here to attain a cycle of ten miracles. 

9, 27: Son of David: a favorite Messianic title in this Gospel. 
9, 32-34: Note the similarities in Mt 12, 22-24. 
9, 35: See 4, 23. 
9, 36: See par Mk 6, 34. The metaphor of "sheep with no 
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H dered and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples, "The harvest indeed is great, but the la

'" borers are few. Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to 
send forth laborers into his harvest." 

JO 
Then having summoned his twelve disciples, he gave them 

J•uwer over unclean spirits, to cast them out, .and to cure 
every kin<l of disease and infirmity. 

2 Now these are the names of the twelve apostles: first Simon, 
l who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew; I James the son 

of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alpheus, 

•I and Thaddeus; I Simon the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot, he 
who betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent forth, having instructed them 
thus: "Do not go in the direction of the Gentiles, nor enter 

6 the towns of Samaritans; but go rather to the lost sheep of 
------------------------------

•hepherJ" is found in the Old Testament to mean Israel and God (or 
111~ rt'pn:St'ntativt'). · 

9, .:i7-:>A: See par Lk 10, 2. Harvell: an Ol<l Testament symbol 
for the time when God will intervene by judging the world at an 
end-time period (sec JI 4, 13-16 n). The common interpretation is 
lhe neeJ of vo,ations to save souls. A recent opinion is: the harvest 
here is depicted as present (not as a harvest to occur at the end of 
the world-see Ap 14, 15f; Mt 3, 12). It means here that God 
would be nskcd to send missionaries among the Jews who are living 
ahrond while there is still time, since through the ministry ofjesus 
anJ the apostles the last chance is given to Israel UI repent an find 
ib shepherd. 

10, 2-1: See table of the Twelve Apostles, p. 157. 
10, 4: The Ca11a11ean: not connected with Chanaanite; it means 

«·.dot. 
10, 5-42: Many Catholic and non-Catholic form critics hold that 

vv. ~-l ~ rnmc from Jesus but that vv. 17-23 are an interpretation of 
his message at the time of this Gospel's composition, and vv. 24-42 
fu1111 a chain of Christ's sayings on different occasions. 

IO. 5: Do 1w1 !(O in lhe direclion of the Gentiles: many scholars 
believe that not only Jesus but also his apostles and disciples during 
h" lifetime confined their ministry to the Jews of Palestine. The 
fo11r exceptions mentioned in the Gospels, without listing their 
pnrallel armunts. are: the cure of the centurion's servant (Mt 8, 
5-l 3); the t"Xorcism of the Chanaanite•s daughter (Mt 15, 21-28); 
the preachin1' of Jesus among the Samaritans (Jn 4, 40); most 
prohahly the exorcism of the two men (Mt 8, 28-34). Towns: 
"lm\'11" in Greek. Samarilans: in Jewish eyes they were apostates. 
~··e "Religious llackground" in the Introduction to the New Testa
ment. 

LO, 6: Losl sheep of the house of Israel: they are often under
stood as the poor people whom the Pharisees despised for not know-
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7 the house of Israel. And as you go, preach the message, 'l 
s kingdom of heaven is at hand!' I Cure the sick, raise t 

dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. Freely you have 
9 ceived, freely give. Do not keep gold, or silver, or money 

10 your girdles, I no wallet for your journey, nor two tunics, n 
sandals, nor staff; for the laborer deserves his living. 

11 "And whatever town or village you enter, inquire who 
12 it is worthy; and stay there until you leave. As you enter t 
13 house, salute it. If then that house be worthy, your pe.1 

will come upon it; but if it be not worthy, let your peace 1 

14 turn to you. And whoever does not receive you, or listen 
your words-go forth outside that house or town, and sha 

15 off the dust from your feet. Amen I say to you, it will 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in t~ 
day of judgment than for that town. 

16 Opposition Foretold "Behold, I am sending you forth Iii 
sheep in the midst of wolves. Be therefore wise as serpenl 

17 and guileless as doves. But beware of men; for they will <l 
liver you up to coWlcils, and scourge you in their synagogu( 

ing and observing the fine points of the Mosaic Law. These peop 
constituted the vast majority of the Palestinian Jews. The Pharise 
referred to them as "the people of the land."' Unsurprisingly, th, 
left no writings. 

10, 7: The kinf!.dom of heaven is al hand: the apostles" preachir 
was to be characterized by the same theme as the preaching of ti 
Baptist (see 3, 2 n) and of Jesus (4, 17). 

10, 8: Lepers: see 8, 2 n. 
10, 9-14: See par Mk 6, 7-13; Lk 9, 1-6. Although the acco11n 

vary in detail, the keynote of urgency pervades them all (take nothir 
superfluous, leave the unappreciative, etc.). 

10, 9-10: The apostles must rely on God"s Providence. 
10, 10: No wallel for your journey: no traveling bag. Two Junie. 

the wealthy usually wore a second tunic. 
10, 11: In'[uire who in it is worthy: seek out an honest perso1 

Stay there unti you leave: the apostles were to accept hospitality frcn 
only one host in each center. 

10, 12: Salute: bless. 
10, 13: Peace: blessing. In accordance with a Semitic belief, a 

unaccepted blessing would return upon the one who bestowed it. 
10, 14: For this custom see Acts 13, 51 n. 
10, 16: Wolves: those who refuse to accept the apostles. Serpen/J 

the wisdom of serpents is noted in Gn 3, 1. Doves: since, accor<lin 
to the ancients, the dove had no bile, the early Christians referred t 
the dove as a symbol of many virtues. 

10, 17-23: The apostles are sent into the pagan world. Since Jest 
said, "Do not go in the direction of the Gentiles'' ( v. 5), he did nc 
tell them to go to the Gentiles in v. 18. See 10, 5-42 n. 

10, 17-22: The parallel passages of Mk 13, 9-13 and Lk 21 
12-18 are part of the eschatological discourse of Jesus. Mt apparent! 
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IH and you will be brought before governors and kings for my 
19 sake, for a witness to them and to the Gentiles. But when 

they deliver you up, do not be anxious how or what you are 
to speak; for what you are to speak will be given you in that 

20 hour. For it is not you who are speaking, but the Spirit of 
21 your Father who speaks through you. And brother will hand 

1 over brother to death, and the father his child; children will 
22 rise up against parents and put them to death. And you will 

be hated by all for my name's sake; but he who has per-
, 23 severed to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in 

one town, flee to another. Amen I say to you, you will not 
have gone through the towns of Israel before the Son of 
Man comes. 

1 21 "No disciple is above his teacher, nor is the servant above 
' 2) his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, 

and for the servant to be like his master. If l'ttey have called 
the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more those of 
his household! 

I edapted vv. 17-22 from the eschatological discourse to his time 
' (after 70 A.D.), prior to which Paul and the other apostles had 
' nlready experienced reversals in preaching the Gospel among Jews and 
1 Gentiles beyond the frontiers of Palestine. Perhaps Mt himself was 

warning the missionaries of his day that similar treatment was to come, 

I 

and it did. However, there is a possibility, according to a long-standing 
opinion, that these words (vv. 17-22) also came from Christ as a 
prophecy concerning the opposition waiting for the apostles after his 
nsccnsion. But the above form-critical opinion does not resort to what it 

: judges an unnecessary prophecy if the historical situation at the time 

I 
of writing can explain everything smoothly. 1 

10, 19: See Eph 6, 17 n. 
10, 20: The "Father's Spirit" is used only here in the New Testa

mmt. 
10, 23: This is one of the most disputed verses in the New Testa

ment. It probably means that the apostles will not have finished 
ev.rngelizing Israel when Christ ("Son of Man") will visit it again, 
~wt rn person but through the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple 
in 70 A.D. We must remember the Old Testament notion that God's 
'"it means his intervention in history. The intervention here would be 
the destruction of Jerusalem, 

I 0, 21-42: Sec 10, 5-42 n. 
10, 24: The same saying is found in a context of humility in Lk 6, 

40 and Jn 13, 16. The evangelist probably interpreted this saying a.s 
art meter1al for his missionary discourse. 

10, 25:39: See par Lk 12, 2-9 and 51-53; 14, 26-27. Mt regroups 
these .sayrngs. of Jesus into his missionary "manual," from different 
historical settings. th.at are more faithfully represented in Lk's Gospel, 

IO, 25: The disciple should be content to be like his teacher. If 
lhey hat•e called ... 1hose of his household: See Mk 3, 22. Beelzebub: 
lte 12. 24 n. 
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26 "Therefore do not be afraid of them. For there is nothin, 
concealed that will not be disclosed, and nothing hidden tha 

27 will not be made known. What I tell you in darkness, speal 
it in the light; and what you hear whispered, preach it oi 

28 the housetops. And do not be afraid of those who kill th, 
body but cannot kill the soul. But rather be afraid of hin 

29 who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are no 
two sparrows sold for a farthing? And yet not one of then 

30 will fall to the ground without your Father's leave. But a: 
31 for you, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. There 

fore do not be afraid; you are of more value than man1 
sparrows. 

32 "Therefore, everyone who acknowledges me before men, I 
33 also will acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But 

whoever disowns me before men, I in turn will disown hi1~ 
before my Father in heaven. 

34 "Do not think that I have come to send peace upon the 
3~ earth; I have come to bring a sword, not peace. For I have 

come to set a man at variance with his father, and a daughter 
with her mother, and a daughter-in-law with her mother· 

36 in-law; and a man's enemies will be those of his own house· 
37 hold. He who loves father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter more than 
38 me is not worthy of me. And he who does not take up his 
39 cross and follow me, is not worthy of me. He who finds his 

life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake, will 
find it. 

40 "He who receives you, receives me; and he who receivrs 
41 me, receives him who sent me. He who receives a prophet 

because he is a prophet, shall receive a prophet's reward; anJ 
he who receives a just man because he is a just man, shall 

42 receive a just man's reward. And whoever gives to one of 
these little ones but a cup of cold water to drink because he 
is a disciple, amen I say to you, he shall not lose his reward." 

10, 28: But •an not kill the soul: but cannot kill life itself. Soul 
and body in hell: life and body in Gehenna. 

10, 34: To send petJ<e: to spread peace. 
10, 35·36: The verses mean either that Christ divides people because 

he is a controversial figure, or that people have to leave their dear ones 
to follow him. Mt seems to accommodate Mi 7, 6, although he quotes 
him neither according to the Hebrew nor the Greek Bible. 

10, 36: A man's own family will be his enemies. 
10, 37: See 8, 22 n for a similar hard saying. 
10, 38: Cross: mentioned here for the first time in this Gospel. 
10, 39: Whoever seeks himself, destroys himself; but whoever 

destroys himself for the sake of Jesus will find himself. 
10, 42: Li11le ones: not only children but unpretentious Christia11s. 
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JI 
1 The Baptist's DeP,u!atio.n N~w it cam~ to pass w~~ Je

sus had finished g1vmg instructions to his twelve disciples, 
that he passed on from there to teach and preach in their 

2 towns. But when John had heard in prison of the works of 
3 Christ, he sent two of his disciples I to say to him, "Art thou 
4 he who is to come, or shall we look for another?" And Jesus 

answering said to them, "Go and report to John what you 
' have heard and seen: the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead rise, the poor have the 
6 gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not 

scandalized in me." 

7 Christ's Witness Concerning John Then, as they went 
away, Jesus began to say to the crowds concerning John, 
"What did you go out to the desert to see? A reed shaken by 

R the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in 
soft garments? Behold, those who wear soft garments are in 

9 the houses of kings. But what did you go out to see? A 

11, I: This stereotyped formula closes the second of the five dis
rnurses in the first Gospel. 

11, 2-15: See par Lk 7, 18-28. 
II, 2.3: Se111 1wo of hiJ disciples to say lo him: in Greek, "sent 

9 message through his disciples to ask him." 
11, 2: Sec 4, 12 n. 
11, 3: They ask whether Christ is the Messia. It seems that "he 

who is to come" is not a Messianic title but a reference to the Baptist's 
description of him in 3, 11, which may have been taken from Mal 3, 1. 

11, 4-5: Many moderns believe that in response to questions of 
who he is, Christ points to his works as a fulfillment of various 
Messianic prophecies in Isaia, which depict the Messia as a suffering 
sc1vant. See Is 35, 5; 61, !. 

11, 4: Lk 7, 21 speaks of Christ as performing the miracles before 
he delivers the reply given in vv. 4-6. 

11, 6: Beginning with what the Baptist thought the Messia would 
he like, the opinion which explains the text more smoothly does not 
udopt the pedagogical viewpoint that the Baptist sent his doubting 
dlSliples to learn for themselves that Christ was the expected Messia. 
lhe more modern opinion holds that the Baptist was at least experienc
ing a <risis in his faith because Christ was not acting as an Old 
Testament prophet as the Baptist foretold ( 3, 10-12 ), Some Catholics 
nnJ non-Catholics propose that the Baptist thought Jesus was Elias who 
had returned to life as the precursor of Christ according to Mal 3, 1. 
Therefore, Christ says in Mt 11, 6: happy the man who does not 
waver in his belief in me. 

11, 7-9: The crowds did not go to the Jordan River to see a 
reed dancing in the wind nor a luxuriously clad courtier, but an 
exceptional prophet. 

II, 8: So/I: rich. 
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10 prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. I This i: 
he of whom it is written, 'Behold, I send my messenger be 
fore thy face, who shall make ready thy way before thee. 

11 Amen I say to you, among those born of women there ha! 
not risen a greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in th1 

12 kingdom of heaven is greater than he. But from the days ol 
John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has been 
enduring violent assault, and the violent have been seizing ii 

13 by force. For all the Prophets and the Law have prophesi<'<l 
14 until John. And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elias 
n who was to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
16 "But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children 

sitting in the market place, who call to their companions, an1I 
17 say, I 'We have piped to you, and you have not danced; 
1e we have sung dirges, and you have not mourned.' I For Jolin 

came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a 
19 devil!' I The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they 

say, 'Behold a glutton and a wine-drinker, a friend of publi
cans and sinners!' And wisdom is justified by her children." 

20 The Impenitent Towns Then he began to reproach the 
towns in which most of his miracles were worked, because 

11, l 0: The Baptist is the precursor announced by Malachi a. See 
Mal 2, 17-3, 1 n. 

11, 11: The greatest personage in the Old Testament, even if he i• 
the precursor of the Messia, is inferior to the most insignificant person 
who follows the New Testament teachings because of the superiority of 
the Christian way of life. The statement of Jesus is of added signifi
cance when we reflect that the scriptures never say that the Baptist 
formally became a follower of Christ. Even the Roman liturgy reflects 
this by presenting him as the precursor. 

11, 12: See par Lk 16, 16 which has kept the phrase in its origin"! 
context. One explanation of this obscure verse is: since the kingdom 
of Jesus had been announced, there were people who spent all their 
energies to "conquer" it. 

11, 14: According to Mal 3, 23 Elias was to return as the precursor 
of the Messia. Jesus proclaims to the well-disposed that the Baptist 
has come in place of Elias and therefore he [Jesus] himself is the 
Messia. See the same teaching in Mk 9, 12. 

11, 16-19: The Chosen People reject God's word regardless of how 
it is preached to them because they considered the Baptist too strict anJ 
Jesus too lax. 

11, 19: By her children: in Greek, "by her works." The meaninii 
of "And wisdom is justified by her works" is that there have been 
some who saw in the rejection of the Baptist and of Jesus the carrying 
out of God's wise plan for the world. Christ is not saying here that he 
is Wisdom incarnated. 



ST. MAITHEW 11 73 

21 they had not repented. "Woe to thee, Corozain! woe to thee, 
Bethsaida! For if in Tyre and Sidon had been worked the 
miracles that have been worked in you, they would have 

22 repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it 
will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of 

2l judgment than for you. And thou, Capharnaum, shalt thou 
be exalted to heaven? Thou shalt be thrust down to hell! For 
if the miracles had been worked in Sodom that have been 

21 worked in thee, it would have remained to this day. But I 
tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom on 
the day of judgment than for thee." 

21 f esus Draws Men Gently to Himself At that time Jesus 
spoke and said, "I praise thee, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that thou didst hide these things from the wise and 

76 prudent, and didst reveal them to little ones. Yes, Father, for 
21 such was thy good pleasure. All things have been delivered to 

me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Fa-
ther; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and 
him to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

7R "Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and 
29 I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find 
~o rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light." 

11, 21-24: See par Lk 10, 13-15. 
11, 21: Corozai11: found only here and in par Lk. , 
11. 22: Tyre and Sidon: JI 4, 4 denounced their evils. 
11, 23: Caphamaum: the home of Jesus (4, 13). Hell: Hades. An 

ollusion to the prophecy on Babylon in Is 14, D. Sodom: see 10, 15. 
I I, 25-27: See par Lk 10, 21-22. The Gospels contain very few 

prayers of Jesus. 
11, 25: The meaning of Christ's message and especially the mystery 

of his person were hidden from the learned. 
11, 26: A reference to v. 25. 
11, 27: This saying is reminiscent of Jn 6, 46; 17, 25. Jesus is 

saying that his knowledge of God is equal to the Father's knowledge 
of him and that he [Jesus] is divine. To whom ... reveal him: 
Christ says that he is the only mediator between God and man. 

11. 2R·30: These verses resemble Sir 51, 23-27 where the sage 
invites men to carry the yoke of wisdom. Others maintain that v. 28 
rd crs not to the everyday toilers but to those who are trying to be 
h .. ly according to the Mosaic Law as interpreted by the scribes and 
Pharisees. Jesus offers his own Christian law as preferable. Although 
P11r Lord invites his followers to a severe moral life (5, 21-48), he 
mils them simultaneously to a life of peace. 
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12 
1 The Disciples Pluck Grain on the Sabbath At that I 

Jesus went through the standing grain on the Sabbath: 
his disciples being hungry began to pluck ears of grain 

2 to eat. But the Pharisees, when they saw it, said to him, '" 
disciples are doing what it is not lawful for them to do 

3 the Sabbath." But he said to them, "Have you not read " 
4 David did when he and those with him were hungry? ho" 

entered the house of God, and ate the loaves of proposi 
which neither he nor those with him could lawfully eat, 

5 only the priests? Or have you not read in the Law, that 
the Sabbath days the priests in the temple break the Sab~ 

6 and are guiltless? But I tell you that one greater than 
7 temple is here. But if you knew what this means, 'I de 

mercy, and not sacrifice,' you would never have conde111 
e the innocent; for the Son of Man is Lord even of 

Sabbath." 

9 A Man with a Withered Hand And when he had pas 
10 on from that place he entered their synagogue. And behc 

a man with a withered hand was there. And they asked h 
saying, "Is it lawful to cure on the Sabbath?" that they mi 

11 accuse him. But he said to them, "What man is there amc 
you who, if he has a single sheep and it falls into a pit 

12 the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out? I H 

12, 1-8: See par Mk 2, 23-28; Lk: 6, 1-5. 
12, 3·5: Jesus opposes the strict interpretation of the Phari! 

regarding the prohibition of servile work: on the Sabbath. 
12, 3: A reference to 1 Sm 21, 1-6. 
12, 5-6: According to Lv 24, 8 the priests broke the Sabbath 

by changing the bread, but they were not guilty sioce the temple 11 
were superior to the Sabbath laws. It is against this background I 
Jesus refers to himself as "greater than the temple." 

12, 7: A quote from Os 6, 6 to illustrate that the excessive, leg1 
minded Pharisees have wrongly condemned the innocent disciples. 

12, 8: On his own authority, Jesus allowed the apostles to pl 
and eat the grain since he is greater than the Sabbath-a clue to 
true identity. 

12, 9-14: See par Mk 3, 1-6; Lk: 6, 6-11. Here Mt follows Mk. 1 
episode particularly exemplifies our Lord"s teaching about "work" 
the Sabbath (Mt 12, 1-8). 

12, 10: The evangelist places the question on the lips of 
opponents of Jesus to prepare his statement on the sheep (vv. 11-12 
This is possibly an insertion by Mt himself since it is not in 
parallel accounts. In Mk 3, 3 it is Jesus who asks the question. 

12, 11: Jesus knew that this act was allowed by the Pharisees. '. 
Dead Sea Scrolls discuss such a case. Counter questioning wll! 
common Jewish method of disputation at that time. 
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much better is a man than a sheep! Therefore, it is lawful 
u to do good on the Sabbath." I Then he said to the man, "Stretch 

forth thy hand." And he stretched it forth, and it was restored, 
14 as sound as the other. But the Pharisees went out and took 

counsel against him, how they might do away with him. 

u The Mercy of fesus Then, knowing this, Jesus withdrew 
I~ from the place; and many followed him and he cured them 
11 all, I and warned them not to make him known; that what 

was spoken through Isaias the prophet might be fulfilled, who 
18 said, I "Behold, my servant, whom I have chosen, my be· 

loved in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my Spirit 
19 upon him, and he will declare judgment to the Gentiles. I He 

will not wrangle, nor cry aloud, neither will anyone hear his 
W voice in lbe streets. I A bruised reed he will not break, and a 

smoking wick he will not quench, till he send forth judgment 
!I unto victory; I and in his name will the Gentiles hope." 

12 Blasphemy of the Pharisees Then there was brought to 
him a possessed man who was blind and dumb; and he cured 

B him so that he spoke and saw. And all the crowds were 
M an1azed, and they said, "Can this be the Son of David?" I But 

the Pharisees, hearing this, said, "This man does not cast out 
devils except by Beelzebub, the prince of devils." 

!) Ancl knowing their thoughts Jesus said to them, "Every 
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and 

!6 every city or house divided against itself will not stand. And 
it Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how 

!7 then shall his kingdom stand? I And if I east out devils by 
Beelzebub, by whom do your children cast them out? There· 

ze fore they shall be your judges. I But if I cast out devils by 

12, 15-21: In relating the refusal of Jesus to be identified as the 
Messia (v. 16), Mt says (v. 17) that our Lord ful.filled the role of 
U1c servant of Is 42, 1-4. 

12, 22-30: See par Mk 3, 22-27; Lk 11, 14-23. 
12, 22: Lk 11, 14 mentions that the man was dumb; Mt here says 

that he was hlind and dumb. Moreover, the account on the exorcism of 
the dumb demoniac in Mt 9, 32-34 resembles this one. 

12, 23: Son of Da~id: royal title of the Messia. The people inter· 
preted the wonder described in this verse as typical of what they 
popularly expected of the Messia whom they thought was yet to come. 

12, 24: Reelzebub: the name of the god of Accaron (4 Kgs 1, 2f). 
There is no satisfactory explanation for why it became the name of 
Satan. It is commonly said to mean, in Hebrew, "the lord of the Bies." 

12, 27: Your thildren: the Jewish exorcists attributed their powers 
to God. 

12, 28: The only explanation is that Jesus exorcizes in fulfillment of 
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the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upor 
29 you. Or, how can anyone enter the strong man's house, anc 

plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then 
30 he will plunder his house. \ He who is not with me is againsl 

me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. 
31 "Therefore I say to you, that every kind of sin and bias· 

phemy shall be forgiven to men; but the blasphemy against 
32 the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever speaks a word 

against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but who
ever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, 

33 either in this world or in the world to come. Either make the 
tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its 

34 fruit bad; for by the fruit the tree is known. You brood of 
vipers, how can you speak good things, when you are evil? 

3) For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The 
good man from his good treasure brings forth good things; 
and the evil man from his evil treasure brings forth evil 

36 things. But I tell you, that of every idle word men speak, they 
37 shall give account on the day of judgment. For by thy wor<ls 

thou wilt be justified, and by thy words thou wilt be con-
demned." 

38 The Sign of Jonas Then certain of the Scribes and Phari
sees answered him, saying, "Master, we would see a sign from 

39 thee." But he answered and said to them, "An evil and a<lul
terous generation demands a sign, and no sign shall be given 

the Holy Spirit's promise to pour out his graces in the Messianic era, 
which means that this era has now arrived. Mt most probably departs 
from the usual "'kingdom of heaven'" (see 3, 2 n) to the "'kingdom of 
God" to better contrast it with the kingdom of Satan. 

12, 29: Satan is the "'strong man" and ""'his goods" are those who 
are diabolically possessed. In short, Jesus says that his exorcisms hav<' 
bound Satan and, therefore, he [Jesus] is plundering Satan's house. 

12, 30: Jesus, the harvester of the last days ("gather ... scatters"), 
asks whether people will join him or oppose him. 

12, 31-32: This unforgivable sin is the adamant refusal of Christion 
faith. A person with such a disposition usually does not repent and thus 
is not forgiven. 

12, 32: It shall be for.e.iven him: those who do not believe that the 
Son of Man is divine will be forgiven. Either in this world . .. come: 
a Semitic expression for complete impossibility. There is no implication 
here of forgiveness of sins in the next world nor of the existence of 
purgatory. 

12, 38-42: See par Lk 11, 29-32. 
12, 38-39: Since they ascribed the wondrous works of Jesus to 

Satan ( v. 24), they asked for another sign to prove that he is the 
Messia. 

12, 39-40: Adulterous: unfaithful to God, in the Old Testament 
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4o it but the sign of Jonas the prophet. For even as Jonas was in 
the belly of the fish three days and three nights, so will the 
Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of 

4t the earth. The men of Nineve will rise up in the judgment 
with this generation and will condemn it; for they repented 
at the preaching of Jonas, and behold, a greater than Jonas 

42 is here. The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment 
with this generation and will condemn it; for she came from 
the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and 

· behold, a greater than Solomon is here. 
43 "But when the unclean spirit has gone out of a man, he 

roams through dry places in search of rest, and finds none. 
44 J Then he says, 'I will return to my house which I left'; and 

when he has come to it, he finds the place unoccupied, swept 
4' and decorated. Then he goes and takes with him seven other 

spirits more evil than himself, and they enter in and dwell 
there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than 
the first. So shall it be with this evil generation also." . 

46 f esus and His Brethren While he was still speaking to 
the crowds, his mother and his brethren were standing out-

metaphorical sense. Jesus predicts the duration of his burial and implies 
his resurrection. Both will be a sign. Lk 11, 30 interprets the preaching 
of Jesus as the sign. 

12, 40: Son of Man: see 8, 20 n, 
12, 11·42: At the last judgment the Ninevites and the queen of 

the south will rise together with the present generation and will 
conJemn it. , 

12, 41: On our Lord's reference to the Jonas story and the question 
of this story's historicity, see Introduction to the Book of Jona, Vol. I, 
p. 1637. 

12, 42: A reference to the queen of Sheba. See 3 K,llS 10, 1-13 n. 
12, 43-45: See parlk 11, 24-26. 
12, 43: The unclean spiril: a devil. It was a common belief that the 

demons lived in deserts. Resl: the demon finds more rest in a person 
than in a wasteland. 

12, '1'1: My house: the man whom the devil formerly possessed. 
12, 45: Just as it would have been better for the man if the devil 

had 11nt ldt him, likewise it would have been better for the unbelieving 
Jews if Christ had never come. 

12, '16-~0: See par Mk 3, 31-35; Lk 8, 19-21. Jesus does not deny 
the relationship to his family but stresses the common relationship 
that one has to another through obedience to God. This spiritual 
relationship is even more real and intimate between his mother and 
himself than their human relationship. For similar spiritual ties, see 
~. 22 n; 10, 37. 

12, 46: They either wanted to tell Jesus something urgent or merely 
wanted to converse. Brelhren: in Greek, "brothers " but in the Hebrew 
neaning of cousins. See Mt 1, 25 n; 13. 55-56 n. ' 
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47 side, seeking to speak to him. I And someone said to hi1 
"Behold, thy mother and thy brethren are standing outsid 

48 seeking thee." But he answered and said to him who to 
49 him, "Who is my mother and who are my brethren?" I A1 

stretching forth his hand towards his disciples, he said, "B 
so hold my mother and my brethren! I For whoever does ti 

will of my Father in heaven, he is my brother and sist, 
and mother." 

13 
1 On that day Jesus left the house and was s1ttmg by ti 
2 water's edge. And as great crowds gathered about him, I 

got into a boat and sat down. And all the crowd stood l 

the shore. 

~ Parable of the Sower And he spoke to them many thi111 
in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to suv 

13, 1-23: See par Mk 4, 1-20; Lk 8, 4-15. 
13, 3: Parables: there is no definition of a parable that Cornman< 

the agreement of scholars. A descriptive definition may suffice. . 
parable is a lifelike developed comparison, varying in length, with 
principal lesson or truth, e.g., the sower, Mt 13, 3-23. (We do n< 
consider similes that are brief sayings such as, '"Be wise as serpents, 
Mt 10, 16.) 

Perhaps the fundamental difference between a parable and a 
allegory is that in the latter each detail has a meaning (see Mt 21. ~ 
n), but this is not so in the former. There is usually only one centr. 
meaning to each parable. The details in a parable are for stylistic etfrc 
However, many parables have some details that do have meaning 
They are technically called allegorical parables. "Pure" parables ( tf 
details of which have no special meaning), as opposed to allegoric: 
parables, are rare (the Good Samaritan, Lk 10, 30·37). In prarlic' 
commentators differ on the central meaning of a parable (see Mt .'I 
1-16 n), on their number, and on the meaning of details in :1 

allegorical parable. Another difference is: a parable is lifelike, an olJ, 
gory is mostly not. In the parable a vine is a vine; in the allegory 111 
vine may be Christ ("I am the vine, ... "-Jn 15, 5). 

A fable differs from both parable and allegory; it is more fantasti, 
The two fables in the Bible are the conversation of the trees in Jgs : 
8-21 and the thistle-cedar conversation in 4 Kgs 14, 9-10. 

Because the experts differ on whether brief sayings are parables < 
not, the estimated number of parables in the first three Gospels rang« 
from twenty-three to 101. In the number range we exclude John 
Gospel because it is generally credited with no parables but only wit 
allegories. Yet, it is discussed whether some of John's sayings may h 
called parables. Two of these sayings are: the light and darkness (I; 
35f); the woman in travail ( 16, 21). On the other hand, allegories i 
the first three Gospels are few. 

13 3·9: Jesus probably delivered this parable during the closin 
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4 I And as he sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and the 
' birds came and ate them up. And other seeds fell upon 

rocky ground, where they had not much earth; and they 
6 sprang up at once, because they had no depth of earth; I but 

when the sun rose they were scorched, and because they had 
7 no root they withered away. And other seeds fell among 
B thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked them. And other 

seeds fell upon good ground, and yielded fruit, some a hun-
9 c.lredfold, some sixtyfold, and some thirtyfold. He who has 

ears to hear, let him hear!" 
10 And the disciples came up and said to him, "Why dost 
11 thou speak to them in parables?" And he answered and 

said, "To you it is given to know the mysteries of the king-
12 dom of heaven, but to them it is not given. For to him who 

has shall be given, and he shall have abundance; but from 
him who does not have, even that which he has shall be 

n taken away. This is why I speak to them in parables, be-
cause seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, 

14 neither do they understand. In them is being fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaias, who says, 'Hearing you will hear, but not 

1' unc.lerstanc.l; and seeing you will see, but not perceive. I For 
the heart of this people has been hardened, and with their 

phase of his Galilean ministry. In vv. 3·8, perhaps more than in any 
other "parable of growth," as those of the weeds, the mustard seed, and 
the leaven, Jesus faces the icy fact that his appeal to the masses is 
diminishing. Hence, the significance of his challenge (v. 9) lies in 
the 1."1tation lo observe anc.l reflect on the meaning of the parable, 
namdy: just as the first, unsuccessful attempts of'the sower (vv. 3-7) 
dic.l 11ot bar Jesus from the final victory of a harvest yielding a hundred 
to one ( v. 8), neither will his initial lack of success in planting his 
kin14dom prevent its fruition. This is what moderns hold as the most 
probable meaning of the parable. 

1 ). A: A hundred/old: a hundred for one. A yield of seven and one
hulf was average harvest; a yield of ten was good. The abnormal yield 
at the tune of the Messia was hoped for in the Old Testament and in 
epo< rrphal books. 

1 I, 10-1~: One standard answer to the question why Christ spoke 
in parables is: he wanted to arouse the curiosity of those who were 
wcl I Jisposed that they might ask for more explanations; on the other 
hanJ, the ill disposed would not care to understand and would not ask 
for more lii;ht. According to a more recent explanation the evangelist 
sew the sad experience of lsaia repeated in the experience of Christ. In 
spite of Isaias zeal, the people would not be converted (see Is 6, 
~-10 n). Now the difficulty is that the text (Mt 13, 14-U) reads as 
if God had intended the blindness of the people from all eternity. The 
best answer seems to be that this is merely the biblical way of express
ing, not what God intended, but what actually happened. When the 
evangelists say that our Lord spoke in parables, "That seeing they 
may not see" (Lk 8, 10) and "Lest perhaps et any time they should be 
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ears they have been hard of hearing, and their eyes they have 
closed; lest at any time they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their mind, and be converted, 
and I heal them.' 

16 "But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, 
17 for they hear. For amen I say to you, many prophets and 

just men have longed to see what you see, and they have not 
seen it; and to hear what you hear, and they have not hearJ 
it. 

18.19 "Hear, therefore, the parable of the sower. When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom, but does not understand it, 
the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown 

20 in his heart. This is he who was sown by the wayside. AnJ 
the one sown on rocky ground, that is he who hears the 

21 word and receives it immediately with joy; I yet he has no 
root in himself, but continues only for a time, and when 
trouble and persecution come because of the word, he at once 

22 falls away. And the one sown among the thorns, that is he 
who listens to the word; but the care of this world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it is made fruitless. 

23 And the one sown upon good ground, that is he who hears the 
word and understands it; he bears fruit and yields in one 
case a hundredfold, in another sixtyfold, and in another 
thirtyfold." 

24 The Weeds Another parable he set before them, saying, 
"The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 

25 in his field; I but while men were asleep, his enemy came 

converted" (Mk 4, 12) they meant that, as things stood, the majority 
of the Jews rejected Christ. The Jews did not want to "hear" nor 
""see"' nor be "healed"' nor "forgiven." 

13, 16-17: See par Lk 10, 23-24 n. 
13, 18-23: Many modern form critics believe that the explanation 

of the parable as we read it now in vv. 18-23 was not given by Ch1ist 
but by the evangelists. They considered the audience of their own day 
who were apparently beset with difficulties in putting Christ's teachings 
into practice (see Mk 4, 17). Some reasons for this opinion are: I. 
The words resemble more those found in the New Testament writings 
of a later date than those of the Gospels. 2. The second part of 
the parable does not contain Semitisms as does the first part. 3. The 
interpretation in vv. 18-23 speaks of the words of Jesus; the first part 
of the parable speaks of the kinf!,dom. 

13, 24-30: This parable is also commonly called the parable of the 
cockle, tares, or wild grain. 

13, 24: The kingdom is not compared so much with a farmer 
as with the whole situation leading up to the harvest; this harvest is 
the final purpose of the comparison. 
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26 and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. And 
when the blade sprang up and brought forth fruit, then the 

27 weeds appeared as well. And the servants of the householder 
came and said to him, 'Sir, didst thou not sow good seed in 

2e thy field? How then does it have weeds?' I He said to them, 
'An enemy has done this.' And the servants said to him, 'Wilt 

29 thou have us go and gather them up?' I 'No,' he said, 'lest in 
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 

30 Let both grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time 
I will say to the reapers, Gather up the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to burn; but gather the wheat into my barn.' " 

31 The Mustard Seed and the Leaven Another parable he set 
before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a grain 
of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. 

32 This indeed is the smallest of all the seeds; but when it 
grows up it is larger than any herb and becomes a tree, so 
that the birds of the air come and dwell in its branches." 

'' He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is 
like leaven, which a woman took and buried in three mea
sures of flour, until all of it was leavened." 

34 All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, 
'' and without parables he did not speak to them; I that what 

n, 26: Blade: crop. 
I 3, 29: The "zizania" Is a weed closely rcsembliOA the growing 

wheat. 
13, 30: See 13. 36-43 n. , 
13, 31-32: See par Mk 4, 30-32; Lk 13, 18-19. The kingdom is 

not compared to a mustard seed as much ~ to a tree, which is l!he 
final stage of the process and purpose of the comparison. 

13, 32: Tree . . . braruhe1: Ezekiel and Daniel use the same 
metaphor several times. See Ez 17, 22-23 n. Near the lake of Galilee, 
tM mustard seed grows to about eight to ten feet. 

13, 33: See par Lk 13, 20-21. The parables of the mustard seed 
and leaven are apparently joined because of similar meaning, though 
they may have been originally delivered on separate occasions. 
Their meaning is that Jesus forms a universal kingdom out of insignifi
ca111 beginnings. The original situation from which these two parables 
grew may have been the people"s doubts about the kingdom. It is 
compared not so much with the leaven but with the whole process 
leading. up to the mass of dough, the final stage and purpose of the 
comparison. Three mea1ure1: about fifty pounds, which would provide 
a meal of hrea<l for over one hundred persons. 

13, 34-35: See par Mk 4, 33-34. 
I~. ~5: The psalmist (Ps 77, 2) prepares to explain God's activity 

in Israel's hi.story. In citing the psalm verse, Mt does not mean to say 
that Jesus will reveal secrets, but the evangelist stresses the obscurity of 
the parables as he stated in vv. 13-U. 
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was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, "I will 
open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since 
the foundation of the world." 

36 Explanation of the Parable of the Weeds Then he left 
the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to 
him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the 

37 field." So answering them he said, "He who sows the good 
38 seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the goo<l 

seed, the sons of the kingdom; the weeds, the sons of the 
39 wicked one; I and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. 

But the harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers 
4o are the angels. Therefore, just as the weeds are gathered up 

and burnt with fire, so will it be at the end of the worl<i. 
41 The Son of Man will send forth his angels, and they will 

gather out of his kingdom all scandals and those who work 
42 iniquity, I and cast them into the furnace of fire, where 
43 there will be the weeping, and the gnashing of teeth. Then the 

just will shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

44 The Treasure and the Pearl "The kingdom of heaven 
is like a treasure hidden in a field; he who finds it hides it. 
and in his joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 

13, 36-43: These verses are found only in Mt. Recent Catholic 
and non-Catholic form critics regard this passage as the evangelist's, 
not our Lord's explanation. The critics arrive at this conclusion 
through at least thirty examples of peculiar Greek words and severnl 
ideas that are more evidently traceable to Mt himself than to Jesus. 
Consequently, these critics believe that the original parable with its 
purpose to show that the time of separation of the good and the 
wicked will be at the end of the world (vv. 24-40) was turned into 
an allegorical sketch of the last judgment, perhaps as a warning 
against presumption (vv. 36-43 ). .. 

13, 40-43: An explanation of v. 30. 
13, 44-52: Used as the Gospel of six different Masses. 
13, 44-46: The two parables are commonly interpreted to mean 

that once a person discovers Christ's kingdom he must be willing to 
make even heroic sacrifices to remain in it. Some recent scholars 
believe that the emphasis is on the joy of the discoverer of the king
dom which so overwhelms him that the most heroic sacrifice is in
significant in comparison with the kingdom. Jesus ofteo took up 
common oriental folktales and gave them an unexpected emphasis. 

13, 44: Found only in Mt. Abstraction is made of the morality of 
the act. TreaJure: a typical Palestinian treasure at the time of Jesus 
would be a jar full of jewels and silver coins. 
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46 search of line pearls. When he finds a single pearl of great 
price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it. 

47 Parable of the Net "Again, the Icing~om of heaven is ~e a 
net cast into the sea that gathered m fish of every kind. 

48 When it was filled, they hauled it out, and sitting down on 
the beach, they gathered the good fish into vessels, but threw 

O away the bad. So will it be at the end of the world. The 
angels will go out and separate the wicked from among 

'o the just, I and will cast them into the furnace of lire, where 
there will be the weeping, and the gnashing of teeth. 

't Conclusion "Have you understood all these things?" They 
'2 said to him, "Yes." I And he said to them, "So then, every 

Scribe instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like a house
holder who brings forth from his storeroom things new 
and old." 

H f esus at Nazareth And it came to pass when Jesus had 
finished these parables, that he set out from that place. 

'4 And when he had come to his own country, he began to 
teach them in their synagogues, so that they were astonished, 
and said, "'How did this man come by this wisdom and these 

13, 47-18: The kingdom is not compared so much with a net as 
it is with the final stage of the whole procedure: the separation of the 
edible and worthless fish, which is the .6nal purpose of the comparison. 
The lesson is the same as that of the weeds (vv. 29-30). i.e., the good 
and the wicked must be allowed to live together in the kingdom on 
earth ti II the end of the world. 

13, 47: The net was dragged between two boats or pulled to shore 
by ropes. The lake of Galilee has at least twenty-four different kinds 
of fish. 

I.I, 49-50: It is very probable, in view of recent studies, that vv. 
49-'0 are an abbreviated copy of vv. 40b-43. According to these studies, 
only the parable (vv. 47-48) comes from Jesus, but its interpretation 
(vv. 19-50) comes from Mt. One argument for attributing vv. 49-50 
to Mt i• that "the furnace of fire" (v. ~O) is more suitable to weeds 
(vv. 40-42) than to fish (vv. 47-48). 

I I, '1-~2: Only contained in Mt. When a scribe is converted to the 
Christian way, he has at his disposal treasures of the Old and New 
Testaments. There may be a deliberate pun between the name Matthew 
(Ma11haio1) and the Greek word for "instructed" (mt1.1hete111heiJ). 
Whether Matthew is thinking of himseU here or not, the description 
fits him. 
I\ 53·5R: See par Mk 6, 1-6; Lk 4, 16-24. 
n. 53: This stereotyped formula closes the third of the .6ve dis

courses in the Gospel. 
13, 54: Hi1 own co11ntr1: Nazareth. 
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55 miracles? I Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother 
called Mary, and his brethren James and Joseph and Simon 

56 and Jude? I And his sisters, are they not all with us? T~eri 
57 where did he get all this?" I And they took offense at him. 

But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor 
58 except in his own country, and in his own house." And because 

of their unbelief, he did not work many miracles there. 

14 
1 Death of the Baptist At that time H~rod t~e tetrarch 
2 heard about the fame of Jesus I and he said to his servants. 

"This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead, anJ 
that is why miraculous powers are working through him." 

3 For Herod had taken John, and bound him, and put 
4 him in prison, because of Herodias, his brother's wife. I Fur 

John had said to him, "It is not lawful for thee to have 
5 her." And he would have liked to put him to death, but he 

feared the people, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
6 But on Herod's birthday, the daughter of Herodias 
7 danced before them, and pleased Herod. Whereupon he 

promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask 
s of him. I Then she, at her mother's prompting, said, "Give 
9 me here on a dish the head of John the Baptist." AnJ 

grieved as he was, the king, because of his oath and his 
10 guests, commanded it to be given. He sent and hail 
11 John beheaded in the prison. And his head was brought on 

13, 55-56: Brethren: in Greek, "brothers." The vast majority of 
Protestants hold that Mary had other children besides Jesus. Catholic 
scholars hold Mary's perpetual virginity more from tradition than from 
scripture. The main scriptural bone of contention is that in Hebrew 
("ah") or in Aramaic ("aba") the same word was used for brothers, near 
relatives, and cousins. Only from the context could the exact relation
ship be determined more specifically. The evangelists, who wrnte 
Greek words but thought in Hebrew terms, used the Greek word 
adelphoi to mean brothers, near relatives, and cousins. But adelph01 
in Greek normally means only full brothers. There is a different Gre<-k 
word for cousins. The objection that Greek Gospel readers would 
understand adelphoi as full brothers may be valid, but the readers Ji<l 
not have in mind the mariological problem which ade/phoi implies, 
because this problem arose only in postbiblical days. 

14, 1-2: See par Mk 6, 14-16; Lk 9, 7-9. Herod Antipas, son of 
Herod the Great, is the Herod of the Passion. He thought that our 
Lord was the Baptist who had come back to life. 

14, 6: Dancing was a religious ceremony for the Jews. Dancing 
for entertainment as on this occasion was a Hellenistic custom. 

14, 10: The Jewish historian Josephus also records John's execu
tion in the fortress of Machaerus on the eastern coast of the Dead Sea 
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a dish and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. 
12 His disciples came, took away his body, and buried it. 

And they went and told Jesus. 

n Jesus Feeds Five Thousand When Jesus heard this, he 
withdrew by boat to a desert place apart; but the crowds 
heard of it and followed him on foot from the towns. 

I~ And when he landed, he saw a large crowd, and out of 
n compassion for them he cured their sick. Now when it was 

evening, his disciples came to him, saying, "This is a desert 
place and the hour is already late; send the crowds away, 
so that they may go into the villages and buy themselves 
food." 

16 But Jesus said to them, "They do not need to go away; 
17 you yourselves give them some food." They answered him, 
18 "We have here only five loaves and two fishes." I He said 

to them, "Bring them here to me." 
19 And when he had ordered the crowd to recline on the 

grass, he took the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking 
up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave 
them to his disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

20 crowds. And all ate and were satisfied; and they gathered 
21 up what was left over, twelve baskets full of fragments. Now 

the number of those who had eaten was five thousand men, 
without counting women and children. 

22 Jesus Walks on the Water And immediately afterwards 
he made his disciples get into the boat and cross the sea 

n ahead of him, while he dismissed the crowd. And when he had 
dismissed the crowd, he went up the mountain by himself 
to pray. And when it was late, he was there alone, 

24 I but the boat was in the midst of the sea, buffeted by the 
2l waves for the wind was against them. But in the fourth 

watch of the night he came to them, walking upon the 
26 sea. And they, seeing him walking upon the sea, were greatly 

alarmed, and exclaimed, "It is a ghost!" And they cried 

14, 13-21: On the problem of one or two multiplications see par Mk 
6, 34-44 n; Lk 9, 10-17; Jn 6, 1-15. 

14, 13: When /s1111 heard 1hi1: a reference to v. 12. De1er1 place: 
P lonely spot. The text is vague about the place, but it need not mean 
the eastern shore of the lake of Galilee. 

14, 19: See Mk 6, 41 n. 
14, 22-33: See par Mk 6, 45-52; Jn 6, 16-21. This event is com· 

monly considered to be one and the same episode in all three Gospels. 
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27 out for fear. Then Jesus immediately spoke to them, saying. 
"Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid." 

28 But Peter answered him and said, "Lord, if it is thou. 
29 bid me come to thee over the water.'' I And he said, '"Come.'' 

Then Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water to 
30 come to Jesus. But seeing the wind was strong, he was 

afraid; and as he began to sink he cried out, saying, "Lord, 
31 save me!" And Jesus at once stretched forth his hand and 

took hold of him, saying to him, "O thou of little faith, 
32 why didst thou doubt?" And when they got into the boat, 
33 the wind fell. But they who were in the boat came and 

worshipped him saying. "Truly thou art the Son of God.'' 

34 Other Miracles And crossing over, they came to the land 
3' at Genesar. The inhabitants of that place, as soon as they 

recognized him, sent into that whole country, and brought to 
36 him all the sick, I and they entreated him to let them touch 

but the tassel of his cloak; and all who touched it were 
saved. 

15 
1 Jesus and the Pharisees Then Scribes and Pharisees from 
2 Jerusalem came to him, saying, "'Why do thy disciples 

transgress the tradition of the ancients? For they do not wash 

14, 28: Peter mostfrobably makes this request to assure himself that 
he is not the victim o an hallucination. 

14, 31: Lord, Jave me: See 8, 25 n for the explanation of this ex
pression as a possible liturgical formula. Peter" s lack of confidence 
accords well with the rest of his character depicted in the Gospels. 

14, 34-36: See par Mk 6, 53-56 n. 
14, 33: The Son of God: the evangelist, writing after Pentecost, 

has the disciples profess their faith in Jesus as the divine Son of God. 
See 16, 13-17 n. 

14, 34: GeneJar: although it was located on the west side of the 
lake of Galilee, scholars wonder whether it was a town or a districL 

14, 36: On touching the tassel see 9, 20 n. 
15, 1-20: See par Mk 7, 1-23. 
15, 1-7: Some rulings were not part of the Mosaic Law, but pert 

of the ""tradition of the ancients,'" the body of traditional interpretation 
of the Mosaic Law which gained as much importance as the Mosaic 
Law itself. Christ reprimands the religious leaders for equating their 
human laws with those of God. 

15, 1: DiuipleJ: in the Gospels not only Jesus but the disciples 
too are often criticized. 

15, 2: Although the origin of the custom of washing hands is 
unknown, the Pharisees began it in the first century A.D. See Mk 7, 
1-4. 
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' their hands when they take food." But he answered and said 
to them, "And why do you transgress the commandment of 

4 God because of your tradition? For God said, 'Honor thy 
father and thy mother'; and, "Let him who curses father 

' or mother be put to death.' But you say, 'Whoever shall 
say to his father or mother, "Any support thou mightest 

6 have had from me is dedicated to God," I does not have to 
honor his father or his mother.' So you have made void the 

1 rnmmandment of God by your tradition. Hypocrites, well 
R did Isaias prophesy of you saying, 'This people honors me 
9 with their lips, but their heart is far from me; and in vain 

do they worship me, teaching as doctrine the precepts 
of men.'" 

10 Then he called the crowd to him, and said to them, 
11 "Hear, and understand. I What goes into the mouth does not 

defile a man; but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
t2 defiles a man." Then his disciples came up and said to him, 

"Dost thou know that the Pharisees have taken offense at 
ll hearing this saying?" I But he answered and said, "Every 

plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted 
14 up. I Let them alone; they are blind guides of blind men. But 

if a blind man guide a blind man, both fall into a pit." 
ll But Peter spoke to him, saying, "Explain to us this 
l6 parable." I And he said, "Are you also even yet without 
17 understanding? Do you not realize that whatever enters 

the mouth passes into the belly and is cast out into the 
IB drain? But the things that proceed out of the mouth come 
19 from the heart, and it is they that defile a man. For out 

of the heart come evil thoughts, murders; adulteries, im
!O morality, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the 

things that defile a man; but to eat with unwashed hands 
does not defile a man." 

15, 3-6: Stt Mk 7, 11-12 n. 
15, B-9: What lsaia says of the people of his day is applied to 

hose of Christ's day. See Is 29, 13f. 
1 ~. 15: l'eler: Mt makes Peter ask in the name of the disciples. 

"n Mk 7, 17 the disciples ask. 
15, 18-19: Hearl: mind. 
15, 1.9: lmmoraliJ~: fornication. See Mt 19, 9 n on the disputed 

ranslat1on of pornera. Mt reduces Mk's list of thirteen evils to 
,even. These lists of vices were frequently found in the teachings of 
·ontemporary Hellenistic philosophers. Mt's list differs also from the 
ists in Paul's letters (see Rom 1, 28·31 n). 
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4 

21 The Canll4nite Woman And leaving there, Jesus retired t 
22 the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanit 

woman came out of that territory and cried out to hin 
saying, '"Have pity on me, 0 Lord, Son of Davie 

23 My daughter is sorely beset by a devil." He answered h~ 
not a word. And his disciples came up and besought hin 

24 saying, '"Send her away, for she is crying after us." I B11 

he answered and said, '"I was not sent except to the los 
n sheep of the house of Israel." But she came and wor 
26 shipped him, saying, '"Lord, help me!" He said in answer 

'"It is not fair to take the children's bread and to cast it h 

27 the dogs." I But she said, '"Yes, Lord; for even the dogs ea 
2e of the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Thcr 

Jesus answered and said to her, '"O woman, great is 1111 
faith! Let it be done to thee as thou wilt." And her daugh· 
ter was healed from that moment. 

29 Jesus Heals the Suffering And when Jesus had departed 
from there, he went along the sea of Galilee; and he wenl 

30 up the mountain and sat there. And great crowds camt 
to him, bringing with them the dumb, the blind, the lame, the 
maimed, and many others; and they set them down at 

31 his feet, and he cured them; so that the crowds marvelled 
to see the dumb speak, the lame walk, and the blind see. 
And they glorified the God of Israel. 

15, 21-28: See par Mk 7, 24-30. 
15, 21: Diurict of Tyre and Sidon: the general area of these 

Mediterranean seaports of present-day Lebanon are considered the 
farthest northern point of Christ's travels. 

15, 22: Mt changes the "Syrophoenician" of Mk to a '"Chanaanite 
woman." 

15, 24: The lost sheep of the house of Israel: see 10, 6 n. 
15, 26: Dov: this is the contemptuous term used by the Jews in 

reference to the Gentiles. Some believe that the diminutive in Gin·k 
("puppies") softened the remark. 

15, 27: See 10, 5 n. 
15, 28: Faith: it is difficult to know exactly what the woman's faith 

consisted in besides her confidence that Christ could heal. The bdid 
in his power to cure does not mean that, in spite of addressing hiin 
"Son of David" (v. 22) which she may have learned from hearsay, 
she thought he was divine nor the Messia. 

15, 29·31: This may be the evangelist's way of summarizing events 
to indicate a lapse of time. 

15, 30-31: It may well be that Mt summarizes many cures here 
whereas Mk (7, 32-37) selects one of a deaf-mute. 

15, 31: The crowds may have been pagans, for the '"God of Israel" 
may imply that they were not of Israel. 
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32 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand Then Jesus called together his 
disciples and said, "I have compassion on the crowd, for they 
have now been with me three days, and have nothing to eat; 
and I am unwilling to send them away fasting, lest they 

B faint on the way." And the disciples said to him, "But in 
a desert, where are we to get enough loaves to satisfy so 

'4 great a crowd?" Jesus said to them, "How many loaves 
have you?" And they said, "Seven, and a few little fishes." 

".l6 And he bade the crowd recline on the ground. Then 
taking the seven loaves and the fishes, he gave thanks, broke 
them and gave them to his disciples, and the disciples gave 

H them to the crowd. And they all ate and were satisfied; and 
they took up what was left of the fragments, seven full bas-

1e kets. Now those who had eaten were four thousand men, 
19 apart from children and women. When he had dismissed 

the crowd, he got into the boat, and came into the district 
of Magedan. 

16 
1 The Pharisees and Sadducees Ask a Sign And the 

Pharisees and Sadducees came to him to test him, and they 
2 asked him to show them a sign from heaven. But answering 

them he said, "When it is evening you say, 'The weather will 
3 he fair, for the sky is red.' And in the morning you say, 'It 
4 will be stormy today, for the sky is red and lowering.' You 

know then how to read the face of the sky, but cannot read 
the signs of the times! An evil and adulterous generation 
demands a sign, and no sign shall be given it but the sign 
of Jonas." And he left them and went away. 

'The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees And when 
his disciples crossed the sea, they found that they had for-

6 gotten to bring bread. And he said to them, "Take heed 
and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees!" 

n. 32· 3R: See par Mk 8, 1-9 n. 
D, 39: Maxedan: the place is unknown. 
16, 1·12: See par Mk 8, 11-21. 
16, 1-4: See the similar episode in 12, 38-42. 
16, I: Sadducees: since this episode is most probably set somewhere 

n the district of Galilee, it is the only New Testament passage where 
he Sad<lucees are mentioned as dwelling outside of Judea. They are 
1sually not fer from the Jerusalem temple. A si/!,n from heave11: a 
;i1r;1de. 

16, 4: Si/!,llJ of lhe times: miracles of Jesus. An adulterous gm
ra11u11: see 12. 39 n. 
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7 But they began to argue among themselves, saying, "We 
e have brought no bread.'' But Jesus knowing this, said, "You 

of little faith, why do you argue among yourselves that 
9 you have no bread? Do you not yet understand, nor re

member the five loaves among five thousand men, and how 
10 many baskets you took up? Nor the seven loaves amons 

four thousand, and how many large baskets you took up? 
11 Why do you not understand that it was not of bread I 

said to you, 'Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
12 Sadducees'?" Then they understood that he bade them 

beware not of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

B Peters Confession Now Jesus, having come into the district 

16, 9-10: Scholars do not take these verses as a proof that there 
were two distinct miracles of the multiplications of loaves and fishes. 
They may be just the evangelist's way of referring to his two previous 
accounts. 

16, 13-20: Used as the Gospel of four Masses_ See par Mk 8, 
27-30; Lk 9, 18-22. 

16, 13-17: Form critics commonly propose that Mk and Lk relate 
the historical conversation at Philippi when Peter confessed belief in 
Christ as the Messia, whereas Mt writes this episode in the light of 
bis faith after Pentecost and has Peter confess his belief in Christ as 
divine. This opinion is roughly explained as follows: the question 
Jesus asked at Philippi was, "Who do men (crowds) say that I am" 
(Mk and Lk). The answer that Peter gave was what Mk and Lk say, 
namely: they say that you are the Christ, i.e., the Messia. On the 
other hand, Mt goes purposely beyond the question and answer 
wanting to show that Christ claimed divinity, and that Peter believed 
in it though not at that moment in Christ's life. This interpretative 
history is not distorted history. Consequently, in order to make Peter 
express belief in Christ as divine, the evangelist puts on the lips of 
Jesus a question which already states that he is the Messia: "Who do 
men say the Son of Man is?" ("Son of Man" equates Messia.) Peter 
then answers not only that Jesus is the Messia (the "Christ"), but 
also "the Son of the living God." The latter expression does not in 
itself mean that Jesus is divine, but in this context Mt intends to 
have Peter acknowledge belief in Jesus as divine. In accordance with 
this view, v. 17 means that God the Father at Philippi confirmed 
Peter in what he had been learning all along, namely: that Jesus was 
the Messia! Moreover, Mt leaves in v. 20 a clue that Peter histori
cally confessed belief in Jesus as only Messia since in Mt's account 
Jesus commands his disciples to tell no one that he was "Jesus the 
Christ"-the Messia. If Peter had really confessed at Philippi that 
Jesus was divine, why did not Mt have our Lord forbid the disciples 
to say that he was divine? Therefore, Mt relates in v. 20 what hap
pened historically at Philippi, but in v_ 16 ("the Son of the living 
God") Mt is influenced by his postpentecostal faith in Christ as 
divine. 

16, 13: Caesarea Philippi: see Mk 8, 27 n. 
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of Caesarea Philipp~ began to ask his disciples, saying. 
14 "Who do men say the Son of Man is?" But they said, "Some 

say, John the Baptist; and others, Elias; and others, Jeremias, 
u or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do 
16 you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered and said, 
17 "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." I Then 

Jesus answered and said, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona, 
for flesh and blood has not revealed this to thee, but my 

le Father in heaven. And I say to thee, thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of 

19 hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever thou 

16, 14: According to popular beliefs, it was circulated that the 
precursor of the Messia was to be Elias (see 11, 14 n), or Jeremias, 
ur one of the prophets. 

16, 17: Bl med .•. blood: a translation without the Semitism 
is: "Happy are you, Simon, son of John, for no man has. • • ." 

16, JR: Peter (Petros) ••. rock (petra): the Greek word for 
Peter here is Petros. Its Aramaic equivalent is Kepha (rock). In 
other New Testament passages, Kepha is transliterated into Greek as 
Kepht:11 (Gal 1, 18). In spite of recent research it still seems safe 
lo say that neither Petros nor Kepha was used as a proper name 
before Christ used it here or previously (see Jn 1, 42 n) to sym
bolize Peter as head of his Church. Church: in the Gospels the Greek 
word ekkle1ia, a translation of the Hebrew word qahal (assembly) 
is used only here and in 18, 17. It refers to Christ's followers calle'.cl 
into "the kingdom of heaven" (or the kingdom of God; see 3, 2 n). 
He/I: in Greek, "Hades," the kingdom of the dead, both good and 
evil. Hades practically equates the Hebrew sheol.1n the expression, 
"the gates of hell shall not prevail against it," the gates personify 
Satan's power over death and of evil, which will not triumph over 
the Church of Jesus. Positively stated, the same Church will deliver 
men on earth from Satan's evil powers. 

16, 19: K ey1: Jesus entrusts Peter with the keys to open the gates 
of heaven to allow entrance only to those who have become worthy 
through his Church. Bind ..• loose: these legal terms were used 
hy the Jews in the sense of permitting and forbidding. Peter's de
Lisions of admitting into and excluding from the Church will be rati
he<l by God in heaven. This power of binding and losing also in
cludes the power to teach, and especially to forgive sins (see 181 
IR n). This text J'roves that Christ promised Peter to be the head 
of the apostles an of his Church, yet from this text itself it cannot 
be proven that Christ promised the power of primacy to Peter's 
successors. Nevertheless, Catholics hold that Jesus implied that Peter's 
primacy be handed down to his successors since our Lord founded a 
Church that he wanted to continue after Peter's death. 

The form-critical interpretation above (16, 13-17 n) does not 
weaken Christ's bestowal of the primacy upon Peter (vv. 18-19), for 
there is no strict necessity of a revelation of Christ's divinity before 
the promise of the primacy to Peter. 
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20 shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Then he 
strictly charged his disciples to tell no one that he was Jesus 
the Christ. 

21 Passion and Resurrection Foretold From that time Jesus 
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things from the elders and Scribes and chief 
priests, and be put to death, and on the third day rise again. 

22 And Peter taking him aside, began to chide him, saying, 
"Far be it from thee, 0 Lord; this will never happen to thee." 

23 I He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, satan, thou 
art a scandal to me; for thou dost not mind the things of 
God, but those of men." 

24 The Doctrine of the Cross Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
"If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself, 

25 and take up his cross, and follow me. For he who would savt 
his life will lose it; but he who loses his life for my sakt 

26 will find it. For what does it profit a man, if he gain tht 
whole world, but suffer the loss of his own soul? Or whal 

21 will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Sor 
of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father 
and then he will render to everyone according to his con 

28 duct. Amen I say to you, there are some of those standin1 

16, 21-23: The first announcement of the Passion. See par Mk 8 
31-33; Lk 9, 22. For the second announcement see Mt 17, 21-22 

16, 23: Satan: see Mk 8, 33 n. To answer the question why Jesu 
reprimanded Peter so harshly for misunderstanding his Messiashi1 
immediately after praising the apostle ( v. 17) and promising hin 
the primacy, some Catholics, referring to Jn 21, 15-17, maintain tha 
Jesus promised the primacy after the' resurrection when he also be 
stowed it on Peter. This would facilitate the widerstanding of Peter' 
confession of Christ's divinity. It would mean that Mt simply trans 
posed the account from a time after the resurrection to the episode a 
Caesarea Philippi. 

16, 24-28: Used as the Gospel of six Masses. See par Mk 8, 34-39 
Lk 9, 23-27. 

16, 25-27: If a person disowns our Lord to save his life (vv. 25f) 
Christ will disown him at the end of the world ( v. 27). 

16 25: Whoever is determined to save himself will destroy him 
self, but whoever destroys himself for our Lord's sake will find himself 

16, 26: But 1ufler the /011 of hi1 own 1oul?: the phrase means a 
the cost of his own destruction. HiJ own 1oul: his own self. 

16, 27: In the f!,lory: with the glory. The whole verse refers to 
Christ's final coming as judge at the end of the world. Render •• 
conduct: see Ps 61, 13 n. 

16, 28: Many consider this verse an allusion to the coming o 
Christ (the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple in 70 A.D.) 
See 10, 23 n. 



ST. MATTHEW 16-17 93 

here who will not taste death, till they have seen the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom." 

17 
1 Jesus Transfigured Now after six days Jesus took Peter, 

James and his brother John, and led them up a high 
? 111011ntain by themselves, I and was transfigured before them. 

And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white 
~ as snow. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 

17, 1-8: See par Mk 9, 1-7; Lk 9, 28-36. There were/robably 
two original sources: the account in Mk (on which Mt an Lk de
pmded), and 2 Pt 1, 16-18. There is no satisfactory explanation why 
this scene is lackill,I! in John's Gospel. Furthermore, the opinion that 
tl1e transfiguration scene was an appearance of Christ after Easter but 
"'"" projected back into his life before Easter has not gained wide 
B• ceptance. One serious objection is that Elias and Moses are not 
b1hlically associated with the resurrection. 

The modern trend among scholars is to study the theological mean
In!( of the scene, the principal interest of the sacred writers, rather 
tli:1n what happened historically, which may never be known with 
r..rlointy. Some questions as to historicity would be: Were there real 
a1'1>carances of Moses and Elias? Did a visible change in Christ's 
fu1m take place? Was it a real cloud and a real voice? Those who 
attempt to describe the historical nucleus of what happened differ 
1111ong themselves, but they agree on a true vision enjoyed by Jesus 
01 hy Peter. 

Regarding the opinions about the theological meaning of the 
transfiguration, modern Catholic biblicists tend to hold that the three 
apostles may have caught only a transient glimpse of Jesus as the 
J11 i11e Messia on that memorable day. The scholars add that the in-
1pircd writers intended to make their Christian readers understand 
th .. transfiguration as a manifestation of Jesus as the Messia and also 
u heing divine. Furthermore, one prominent view (Feuillet) pro
P""'s that each evangelist narrates the scene with a slightly different 
me"age. According to Mk, the translifuration signifies an anticipation 
of the resurrection and final coming o Christ at the end of the world; 
,, , ording to Lk, the scene is a prelude of Christ's ascension; according 
lu Mt, the transfiguration means primarily that Jesus is the teacher of 
m•" and, secondarily, that he is the new Moses. The other eminent 
Yll·w (Benoit), which is perhaps better supported with arguments 
th.111 the aforesaid view, claims that Mt expressly presents Christ as the 
new Moses. In other words, Mt consciously compares Moses on Mount 
Sinai with Jesus on Mount Tabor (see Mk 9, 1 n). Like Moses, 
Jtsus meets God on a new Mount Sinai and under the shadow of a 
c1 .. ,,J. Just as the face of Moses had '"become radiant while he con
•r"ed with the Lord" (Ex 34, 29), so does our Lord's. Just as the 
followers of Moses acknowledged him as God's chosen teacher, so 
do Christ's three disciples acknowledge him as their teacher. 

17, I: Mountain: see Mk 9, 1 n. 
17, 2: AJ mow: as light. 
I 7, 3: MouJ . . . Elias: see Mk 9, 3 o. 
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4 Elias talking together with him. Then Peter addressed Jesus, 
saying, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If thou wilt, 
let us set up three tents here, one for thee, one for Moses, 

' and one for Elias." As he was still speaking, behold, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out 
of the cloud said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

6 well pleased; hear him." And on hearing it the disciples 
7 fell on their faces and were exceedingly afraid. And Jesus 

came near and touched them, and said to them, "Arise, and 
e do not be afraid." But lifting up their eyes, they saw no one 

but Jesus only. 

9 On the Coming of Elias And as they were coming down 
from the mountain, Jesus cautioned them, saying, "Tell the 
vision to no one, till the Son of Man has risen from the 

10 dead." And the disciples asked him, saying, "Why then do the 
11 Scribes say that Elias must come first?" But he answered 

and said, "Elias indeed is to come and will restore all 
12 things. But I say to you that Elias has come already, and 

they did not know him, but did to him whatever they 
wished. So also shall the Son of Man suffer at their hands." 

B Then the disciples understood that he had spoken to them 
of John the Baptist 

14 A Possessed Boy And when he had come to the crowd, a 
man approached him and threw himself on his knees before 
him, saying, "Lord, have pity on my son, for he is a lunatic, 

17, 4: See Lk 9, 33 n. 
17, 9-13: See par Mk 9, 8-12. 
17, 10: According to a current Jewish belief stemming from Mal 

3, 23 Elias was to return to life as the precursor of the Messia. Now, 
Jesus, the Messia, says he will die. The disciples inquire how it 
would be possible that he die when Elias has not yet appeared to 
announce him. 

17, llb: Elias indeed is to come and will restore all things: 
Jesus does not mean that Elias himself will come in the future, but 
that the activity of Elias will come and has come in the activity of 
John the Baptist (vv. 12-13). 

Many Catholics see no scriptural basis here or elsewhere that 
Elias will come before the end of the world. 

17, 13: The expectation of Elias is reflected in many present-day 
Jewish customs such as the empty chair at the seder service. 

17, 14-20: See par Mk 9, 13-28; Lk 9, 37-43. Mt and Lk curtail 
many of the details found in the account of Mk. 

17, 14: The father's description of his boy's actions lits those ol 
an epileptic, but he attributed them to a devil. The boy may have been 
both epileptic and possessed. Regardless, everyone thought he w:I.! 
possessed. 
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and suffers severely; for often he falls into the fire, and often 
1' into the water. And I brought him to thy disciples, but they 

could not cure him." 
16 Jesus answered and said, "O unbelieving and perverse 

generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall 
17 I put up with you? Bring him here to me." And Jesus 

rebuked him; and the devil went out of him; and from that 
rnoment the boy was cured. 

IH Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, 
19 ""Why could not we cast it out?" I He said to them, "Be· 

cause of your little faith; for amen I say to you, if you have 
faith like a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
'Remove from here'; and it will remove. And nothing will 

20 be impossible to you. But this kind can be cast out only 
by prayer and fasting." 

21 The Second Prediction of the Passion Now while they 
were together in Galilee, f esus said to them, "The Son of 

22 Man is to be betrayed into the hands of men, I and they will 
kill him; and on the third day he will rise again." And they 
were exceedingly sorry. 

23 Paying the Temple Tax And when they had come to 
Capharnaum, those who were collecting the didrachma came 
to Peter, and said, "Does your Master not pay the didrachma?" 

24 I He said, "'Yes." But when he had entered the house, Jesus 
spoke first, saying, "What dost thou think, Simon? From 
whom do the kings of the earth receive tribute or customs; 

17, 16: Jesus, probably alluding to Dt 32, '· takes the opportunity 
to reprimand the disciples and the people for their little faith. 

I 7, 17: Jesus treats the boy as possessed by the devil whether he 
was or not. According to par Mk 9, 24, our Lord commands the 
dl'vil directly. 

1 7, 19: There is a similar hyperbole on faith in Jb 9, 5 and Ps 

~' '· I/, 20: This verse is an interpolation from Mk 9, 28. Consequent-
11'. l\!t 17, 19 sees in this exorcism-story a lesson of faith, whereas 
Mk sees a lesson of prayer. See Mk 9, 28 n. In other words, the two 
rvangelists differ in their answer to the question of the disciples who 
did not succeed in exorcising. 

17, 21-22: See par Mk 9, 29-31; Lk 9, 44-45. For the third an
nouncement sec Mt 20, 17-19. 

17, 23-26: Contained only in Mt. Every Jewish male of twenty 
'"''rs or over paid a tax for the maintenance of the temple according 
to Ex 30, 13. 

17, 23: Didrachma: two drachmas (two denarii) or the equivalent 
of a laborer's wage for two days. 
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25 from their own sons, or from others?" And he said, "Fror 
26 others." Jesus said to him, "The sons then are exempt. I Bu 

that we may not give offense to them, go to the sea and ca! 
a hook, and take the first fish that comes up. And openin. 
its mouth thou wilt find a stater; take that and give it !1 
them for me and for thee." 

18 
1 Against Ambition At that hour the disciples came to Jesus 

saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?' 
2 And Jesus called a little child to him, set him in thci: 
3 midst, I and said, "Amen I say to you, unless you turr 

and become like little children, you will not enter into the 
4 kingdom of heaven. Whoever, therefore, humbles himsell 

as this little child, he is the greatest in the kingdom ol 
heaven. 

) Avoiding Scandal "And whoever receives one such littli 
6 child for my sake, receives me. But whoever causes one ol 

these little ones who believe in me to sin, it were bettel 
for him to have a great millstone hung around his neck, 
and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

17, 25: The sons then are exempt: oriental kings did not usuall'j 
tax members of the royal family. 

17, 26: That we may not give offense to them: Jesus implies that 
since the temple tax is paid to God, a King, his son should therefore 
be exempt. Go to the sea: the unusually striking miracle to the im· 
mediate advantage of Jesus may be intended to stress this: although 
Christ complies with the Mosaic Law, he is exempt from it as "Son"' 
of God. The emphasis may also be seen in the omission of the miracle 
account itself. It is not necessary to think that Christ through divine 
powers created a fish with a stater in it, but that he knew Peter 
would find precisely this fish. (The supernaturality of Christ's act i~ 
not marred by the fact that Herodotus tells a similar story.) Firh: 
this incident has given the name "St. Peter's fish" to a fish which 
incubates its eggs in its mouth. Stater: four drachmas (see 17, 23 11). 
It would be an interpretation out of context to cite these verses in 
favor of exemption of the clergy from taxes. For me and for them: 
Jesus makes Peter share in the privilege of being God's Son. 

18, 1-5: Used as the Gospel of four Masses. 
18, 1-4: See par Mk 9, 32-36 for a more complete narrative, and 

Lk 9, 46-48. 
18, 4: Humbles himself: whoever regards himself as of little im· 

portance as this child, that person is the greatest in the kingdom of 
Jesus (Church). 

18, 5: Whoever welcomes an unpretentious Christian ("little one") 
for my sake, welcomes me (the same idea is in Mt 10, 14 and 40). 

18. 6: The hyperbole expresses severe punishment for those who 
scandalize. Little ones: not only children but unimportant Christians. 
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7 ''Woe to the world because of scandals! For it must 
needs be that scandals come, but woe to the man through 

e whom scandal does come! And if thy hand or thy foot is 
an occasion of sin to thee, cut it off and cast it from theel 
It is better for thee to enter life maimed or lame, than, 
having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting 

9 lire. And if thy eye is an occasion of sin to thee, pluck 
it out and cast it from thee! It is better for thee to enter 
Into life with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast 
into hell-lire. 

10 The Lost Sheep "See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones; for I tell you, their angels in heaven always 

11 behold the face of my Father in heaven. For the Son of Man 
12 came to save what was lost. I What do you think? If a 

man have a hundred sheep, and one of them stray, will 
he not leave the ninety-nine in the mountains, and go in 

ll search of the one that has strayed? And if he happen to 
find it, amen I say to you, he rejoices over it more than 

M over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. Even so, it is 
not the will of your Father in heaven that a single one 
of these little ones should perish. 

n Fraternal Co"ection "But if thy brother sin against thee, 
go and show him his fault, between thee and him alone. If 

16 he listen to thee, thou hast won thy brother. But if he do not 
listen to thee, take with thee one or two more so that on the 
word of two or three witnesses every word may be confirmed. 

17 And if he refuse to hear them, appeal to the Church, but if he 

18, 8-9: See 5, 29-30 n. 
IR, 9: Hell fire: in Greek, "Geenna of lire." (See 5, 30 n.) 
IA, 10-14: An admonition to the disciples (v. 1) introduces the 

pnrahle in v. I 0. They must do their best to return the most in
si~nificant members ("little ones") to the fold because they are very 
d1·'" to the Father. The conclusion (v. 14) says the Father does not 
want them to perish. By means of the introduction and conclusion, 
1.k uses the same parable for a different purpose. See Lk 15, 3-7 n. 

18, 10-11: Their tmf!.e/s ... Father in hea~en: the disciples are 
tolJ not to despise the "little ones" because their guardian angels 
report to God all the injustices done to them. 

I H, It: This verse is an interpolation from Lk 19, 10. 
18, 12: Whal do 1ou think?: a characteristic phrase of the 

rvnngelist. 
tB, 15: Af!,ainu thee: most likely not in the original Greek. 
IH, 16: On the word of two .. . may be confirmed: a reference 

to Dt 19, 15. 
18, 17: If he refuses the decision of the local community (ekklesia), 
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refuse to hear even the Church, let him be to thee as th1 
18 heathen and the publican. Amen I say to you, whatever ym 

bind on earth shall be bound also in heaven; and whateveJ 
you loose on earth shall be loosed also in heaven. 

19 The Power of United Prayer "I say to you further, tha 
if two of you shall agree on earth about anything at al 
for which they ask, it shall be done for them by my Fathc1 

20 in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together fo1 

my sake, there am I in the midst of them." 

21 The Unmerciful Servant Then Peter came up to him an~ 
said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I 

22 forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, '"I do nol 
say to thee seven times, but seventy times seven. 

23 "This is why the kingdom of heaven is likened to a king 

let him be as excluded from it like a pagan and tax collector ("publi· 
can'"-a synonym for sinner in those days). 

18, 18: I Jay to you: the problem is: whom does Christ address with 
the plural "you"' in bestowing the power to forgive sins? Cathol in 
say the twelve apostles; Anglicans say the local community; many 
other Protestants say each individual Christian. What ever you bina 
•.. looJe ••. heaven: the power to forgive sins given to Pctc1 
(16, 19) is also given to the twelve apostles (see Jn 20, 22-23 n ). 

18, 19: Anythinf!, •.. aJk: a better translation is: any requcsl 
you want to make. It Jhall be done for them: it will be granted to 
you. The majority opinion interprets these words as having been 
spoken to all Christians not only to the apostles. Some Catholic 
scholars believe that Jesus said these words after his resurrection, anJ 
Mt transposed them here. 

18, 20: The presence of Christ here is that of mediator between 
Christians and God, not his physical nor Eucharistic presence. 

18, 21-22: Seven timeJ: this figure already meant "many time.<," 
but by "seventy times seven" Christ means that the neighbor musl 
be pardoned as often as he needs it. Compare Lk 17, 4 but contiasl 
Gn 4, 24. 

18, 23-35: Included only in Mt. The penalty of punishment till 
debts are paid is not according to the Jewish royal court life, but 
according to oriental court life outside of Palestine or perhaps a(
cording to Herod's court (see vv. 25, 30, 34). 

18, 23: ThiJ is why: by this parable, Mt intends to illustrate re• 
peat~d forgiveness (vv. 21-22) but there is very little about repeated 
forgiveness 1n the parable. Hence, many believe the parable may 
ha_ve originally been part of Christ's teaching on the last judgment; 
[<mx: the. kmgdom is not compared with a king, but the entrance 
mto the kmgdom at the last judgment is compared to a settling of 
accounts by a king. Servants: in the Bible, "the king's servants" 
meant his top-ranking ministers. 
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24 who desired to settle accounts with his servants. And when 
he had begun the settlement, one was brought to him who 

n owed him ten thousand talents. And as he had no means 
of paying, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 

26 But the servant fell down and besought him, saying, 'Have 
27 patience with me and I will pay thee all!' And moved 

with compassion, the master of that servant released him, 
and forgave him the debt. 

28 "But as that servant went out, he met one of his fellow-
servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and he laid 
hold of him and throttled him, saying, 'Pay what thou 

29 owest.' His fellow-servant therefore fell down and began 
to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will 

30 pay thee all.' But he would not; but went away and cast 
him into prison until he should pay what was due. 

31 '"His fellow-servants therefore, seeing what had hap-
pened, were very much saddened, and they went and in-

32 formed their master of what had taken place. Then his 
master called him, and said to him, 'Wicked servant! I 
forgave thee all the debt, because thou didst entreat me. 

IJ Shouldst not thou also have had pity on thy fellow-
14 servant, even as I had pity on thee?' And his master, 

being angry, handed him over to the torturers witil he 
I~ should pay all that was due to him. So also my heavenly 

Father will do to you, if you do not each forgive your 
brothers from your hearts.'' 

5 

19 
1 Anil it came to pass when Jesus had brought these 

words to a close, that he departed from Galilee and came 

IR, 24: Ten thou1and talen11: one talent equated the amount that 
1 laborer earned in fifteen years of daily work. 

IR, 2R: A hundred denarii: the wa>1es that a laborer earned in a 
I 00 days" work. This low amount is purposely contrasted with the 
iighest number used in counting at that time, 10,000 (v. 24). 

I H, 3~: The lesson of the parable is: if Christians do not forgive 
Hhers, God will not forgive them. Commentators dispute whether 
his refers to God's forgiveness at the last judgment. The details 
.hould not be forced to yield meanings as in an alle>1ory. Some of 
he details are: the different status of the two debtors; the intercession 
1f the fellow servant; the type of punishment. 

19, I : This stereotyped formula closes the fourth of the five dis
·ourses in the Gospel. 
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2 to the district of Judea beyond the Jordan. And great crow1 
followed him, and he cured them there. 

3 The Question of Divorce And there came to him son 
Pharisees, testing him, and saying, "Is it lawful for a ma 

4 to put away his wife for any cause?" I But he answere 
and said to them, "Have you not read that the Creator, fr01 

' the beginning, made them male and female, and said, 'Fo 
this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and cleav 

6 to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? Therefor 
now they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefor 

7 God has joined together, let no man put asunder." The: 
said to him, "Why then did Moses command to give 1 

8 written notice of dismissal, and to put her away?" He sai' 
to them, "Because Moses, by reason of the hardness of you1 
heart, permitted you to put away your wives; but it wa! 

9 not so from the beginning. And I say to you, that whoevcl 
puts away his wife, except for immorality, and marriei 
another, commits adultery; and he who marries a woman 
who has been put away commits adultery." 

19, 3: For any ca1ue: the background of this question is Dt 24, 
1 which allowed the husband to divorce his wife if he found in her 
"something indecent.'" At the time of Christ, the followers of Rabui 
Shammai interpreted this phrase as adultery; the opposing school of 
Rabbi Hillel understood it for almost any trivial reason such as spoil
ing a dinner. The question put to Christ refers to Hillel's opinion, 
'"for any cause." 

19, 4-8: Jesus takes a neutral position in the Shammai-Hillel clis
pute and appeals to the indissolubility of marriage, which the inspireJ 
writers of Genesis proposed as the ideal. 

19, 5-6: See Go 2, 24. 
19, 7-8: Moses only tolerated divorce. See Dt 24, 1-4 n. 
19, 9: Except for immorality: the Greek word for "immorality"' 

here and in the parallel clause (5, 32) is "porneia." It is evident, es
pecially from 5, 3lf, that Jesus repudiates the old law of divorce 
"except for 'porneia.'" There are several interpretations of this ex
ception. The Protestants and Greek Orthodox interpret the exceptions 
as permission for dissolution of marriage and freedom to remarry in 
case of adultery. Objections against this opinion of Shammai (see 
19, 3 n) is its opposition to Mk 10, llf; Lk 16, 18; 1 Cor 7, lOt 
and the presumption that porneia means adultery. The Greek worci 
for adultery is "moixeia.'' 

The classic Catholic interpretation understands the exception as 
permitting a separation from bed and board with no dissolution of 
marriage. 

Of the four other interpretations followed by modern Catholic bib
licists, the most recently discussed (not most favored) is the rabbinic 
interpretation. Its most important argument is that the Hebrew word 
"zenuth" used for invalid marriages of incestuous union in the "rah
binic" works of Tobias, Sirach, Talmud, and others was translated 
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10 His disciples said to him, "If the case of a man with 
11 his wife is so, it is not expedient to marry." And he 

said, '"Not all can accept this teaching; but those to whom 
12 it has been given. For there are eunuchs who were born 

so from their mother's womb; and !here are eunuchs 
who were made so by men; and there are eunuchs who have 
made themselves so for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. 
Let him accept it who can." 

n {,esus Blesses the Children Little children were brought to 
1im then that he might lay his hands on them and pray; 

14 but the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said to them, '"Let 
the little children be, and do not hinder them from coming 

n to me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." And when 
he had laid his hands on them, he departed from that place. 

16 The Danger of Riches And behold, a certain man came 
to him and said, "Good Master, what good work shall I do 

17 to have eternal life?" He said to him, '"Why dost thou ask 
me about what is good? One there is who is good, and he 
is God. But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the command

IR ments." He said to him, '"Which?" And Jesus said, 

"pomeia" in Greek. This rabbinic opinion, if paraphrased, means: 
no one is allowed to dismiss his wife----except because of an invalid 
marria~e. on ,grounds of incest, concubinage-and, if he remarries, 
he commits adultery. (A minority view holds that Mt himself added 
"except for immorality'" because these invalid marriages were rampant 
in his day.) 

19, 10: If it is going to be that difficult to divorce, it is better not 
to marry. 

19, 11: Bui those , •• ~i11en: but those to whom grace has been 
given. 

19, 12: From their mother's womb: they were born incapacitated. 
19, 13-15: See par Mk 10, 13-16. 
19, 1 ~: Such is the kin~dom of hea11en: see Mk 10, 15 a. 
19, 16·.~0: See par Mk 10, 17-31; Lk 18, 18·30. 
19, 16-17: Mk 10, 17 has the man say, "Good master," and has 

Jesus answer, "Why do you call me good?" Mt, however, wanting to 
nvoid the prohlem that resulted from the refusal of our Lord to ac
rept the attribute "'Good," has (in the Greek text) the man address 
Jtsus 1101 with "Good masler" as in our English text, but merely 
with '"Master."' The man continues in Mt: "What good work shall I 
do to have eternal life?", and Mt ( v. 17) has Christ awkwardly re
ply: "Why dost thou ask me about what is good? One there is who 
is ~ood, that is God." These phrases fit better in reply to the address 
in Mk 10, lR: "Good master .. :· Since Mt's account is more in
tclli,l(ihlc only after a comparison with the narrative in Mk many 
form critics believe this latter narrative to be the original one.' 

19, 18-19: See Ex 20, 12-16; Dt 5, 16·20. 
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"Thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou 
19 shalt not steal, thou shalt not bear false witness, I honor thy 

father and mother, and, thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself." 

20 The young man said to him, "All these I have kept; what is 
21 yet wanting to me?" Jesus said to him, "If thou wilt be 

perfect, go, sell what thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 

22 me." But when the young man heard the saying, he went 
away sad, for he had great possessions. 

23 But Jesus said to his disciples, "Amen I say to you, with 
24 difficulty will a rich man enter the kingdom of heaven. And 

further I say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 

25 of heaven." The disciples, hearing this, were exceedingly 
26 astonished, and said, "Who then can be saved?" And look

ing upon them, Jesus said to them, "With men this is im
possible, but with God all things are possible." 

27 Then Peter addressed him, saying, "Behold, we have left 
28 all and followed thee; what then shall we have?" And 

Jesus said to them, "Amen I say to you that you who have 
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man 
shall sit on the throne of his glory, shall also sit on twelve 

29 thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone 
who has left house, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, 
shall receive a hundredfold, and shall possess life evn· 

30 lasting. But many who are first now will be last, I and many 
who are last now will be first. 

19, 23-24: Christ does not condemn the wealthy classes but he 
warns them. 

19, 24: The comparison of the camel is a typical Semitic hyperbole. 
19, 26: In spite of Christ's emphasis on poverty, the disciples re

flect the Old Testament notion that wealth is a sign of God's favor, 
and, consequently, ask: how can anyone be saved if the rich are not? 

19, 27-29: Used as the Gospel of seven Masses. 
19, 28: Regeneration: it means the new age of the future world. 

(The nature of the future world is not specified.) The word "regen
eration" is found only in Ti 3, 5. It was a common Hellenistic word 
of the day. Of hi! glory: suitable to his glory. Judging the twelve 
tribes: one of several opinions is that the twelve apostles will "assist" 
our Lord at the end of the world in judging the Christians. (For the 
expression "the twelve tribes of Israel" signifying the Church see .Ap 
7, 4 n.) Compare Lk 22, 30. 

19, 29: For my name's sake: read, "for my sake." 
19, 30: The same idea opens and closes (20, 16a) the parable 

that follows. This idea explains why Mt placed the parable here. 
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20 
1 PtJrtJble of the Llborers in the VineytJrd "For the _king· 

dom of heaven is like a householder who went out early m the 
1 morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. I And having 

agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them 
~ into his vineyard. And about the third hour, he went out 
4 and saw others standing in the market place idle; and 

he said to them, 'Go you also into the vineyard, and I will 
' give you whatever is just.' I So they went. And again he went 

out about the sixth, and about the ninth hour, and did as 
6 before. But about the eleventh hour he went out and found 

others standing about, and he said to them, "Why do you 
7 stand here all day idle?' They said to him, 'Because no man 

has hired us.' He said to them, 'Go you also into the vine
e yard.' But when evening had come, the owner of the vine

yard said to his steward, 'Call the laborers, and pay them 
9 their wages, beginning from the last even to the first.' Now 

when they of the eleventh hour came, they received each a 
10 denarius. And when the first in their turn came, they 

thought that they would receive more; but they also received 
11 each his denarius. And on receiving it, they began to mur-
12 mur against the householder, I saying, 'These last have worked 

a single hour, and thou hast put them on a level with 
H us, who have borne the burden of the day's heat.' But 

answering one of them, he said, 'Friend, I do thee no injus-
14 tice; didst thou not agree with me for a denarius? Take 

what is thine and go; I choose to give to this last even 
" as to thee. I Have I not a right to do what I choose? Or 
16 art thou envious because I am generous?', Even so the last 

20, 1-16: Thoui:h they agree that it is not an allegory, modern 
scholars dispute about the central idea of the parable. Some see the 
parable, especially v. 15, as the reply of Jesus to his critics concerning 
his preaching to the undeserving sinners and ordinary people; others 
i11lcrpret the parable as a reversal of fortunes at the last judgment 
due to God's goodness. Regardless of these and other opinions, most 
experts agree that the owner represents God whose mercy goes beyond 
hut not against his justice. On the other hand, many scholars do not 
think that the early workers signify the rejected Jews and the favored 
late workers signify the Gentiles. 

20, l : See Mt 18, 23 n. 
20, 2: DenariuI: a common daily wage of a laborer. 
20, 3: Third hour: about 9:00 A.M. 
20, 5: The "'sixth" and "ninth" hours refer to about noon and 

3 :OU P.M., respectively. 
20, 6: Elet·<'11lh hour: about 5 :00 P.M. 
20, 12: There is an added insinuation of God's llOOdness since 

nowhere in the parable is there any claim that the workers of the 
last hour merited their wa,l!es because of extra hard work. 
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shall be first, and the first last; for many are called, but 
few are chosen." 

17 The Third Prediction of the Passion And as Jesus was 
going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by 

19 themselves, and said to them, "Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief 
priests and the Scribes; and they will condemn him to 

19 death, I and will deliver him to the Gentiles to be mockeJ 
and scourged and crucified; and on the third day he will 
rise again.'' 

20 The Mother of James and John Then the mother of th(' 
sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons; and worshipping, 

21 she made a request of him. He said to her, "What dost thou 
want?" She said to him, "Command that these my two sons 
may sit, one at thy right hand and one at thy left hand, in 

22 thy kingdom." But Jesus answered and said, "You do not 
know what you are asking for. Can you drink of the cup of 
which I am about to drink?" They said to him, "We can." I 

23 He said to them, "Of my cup you shall indeed drink; but as 
for sitting at my right hand and at my left, that is not mine 
to give you, but it belongs to those for whom it has been 
prepared by my Father.'' 

24 And when the ten heard this, they were indignant at the 

20, 17·19: See par Mk 10, 32-34 n; Lk 18, 31-33. For the fil'>t 
time the Gentiles (as the future executioners) and the cross are men
tioned. Many scholars see in the predictions of the Passion an allusion 
to the suffering servant of Is 53. After a minute study of all the 
Passion narratives the majority of scholars draw as the most probahle 
conclusion that Jesus, not the evangelists, considered himself to have 
fulfilled the prophecy of the suffering servant of Is 53. See Lk 22, 
35-37 n. 

20, 20-28: See par Mk 10, 35-45. 
20, 21: In Mk 10, 35, which is the older account, the sons make 

the request. According to some scholars, Mt deliberately made the 
mother the petitioner to disembarrass the sons. One supporting argu
ment is that after she makes the request the mother suddenly disap
pears from the scene and Jesus addresses the sons (not the mother) 
as in Mk"s account. Rif?,ht hand ... left hand: not only places of 
honor but of authority. The brothers may be thinking that a temporal 
and political kingdom will be inaugurated after the crucifixion. 

20, 22: Cup: see 26, 39b n. This is an Old Testament expression 
for the general destiny of a person, or for a particular joy or sorrow. 
Jesus alludes to his forthcoming Passion. 

20, 23a: Jesus says that they shall share in his suffering in general, 
not only in his Passion. 

20, 24: Perhaps the ten disciples were indignant out of jealousy. 
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25 two brothers. But Jesus called them to him, and said, "You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 

26 their great men exercise authority over them. Not so is it 
among you. On the contrary, whoever wishes to become 

27 great among you shall be your servant; I and whoever wishes 
28 to be first among you shall be your slave; I even as the Son 

of Man has not come to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many." 

29 The Blind Men al fericho And as they were leaving Jeri
~o cho, a great crowd followed him. And behold, two blind men 

sitting by the wayside heard that Jesus was passing by, and 
cried out, saying, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!" 

n I And the crowd angrily tried to silence them. But they cried 
out all the louder, saying, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of 

H David!" Then Jesus stopped, and called them, and said, 
H "What will you have me do for you?" I They said to him, 
34 "Lord, that our eyes be opened." I And Jesus, moved with 

compassion for them, touched their eyes; and at once they 
received their sight, and followed him. 

6 

21 
1 Triumphal Entry into f erusalem And when they drew 

near to Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, on the Mount of 
2 Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, I saying to them, "Go 

into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find 
an ass tied, and a colt with her; loose thefn and bring them 

3 to me. And if anyone say anything to you, you shall say that 
the Lord has need of them, and immediately he will send 

20. 29-34: Matthew here speaks of two blind men, whereas only 
one is mentioned in par Mk 10, 46-52; Lk 18, 35-43. See Mt 9, 
27.31 n. 

20, 29: As they were leavinl!. Jericho: in Lk 18, 35 the miracle 
occurs as Jesus approaches Jericho; in par Mt 9, 27 and Mk 10, 46 
11 onurs when he departs from the city. These small discrepancies 
are most likely due to oral transmission. 

21, 1-11: See par Mk 11, 1·11; Lk 19, 29·38; Jn 12, 12-16. 
21, 1: Bethph•f!.B: its exact site is unknown but probably it was 

on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. Mount of OliveJ: the 
people were from of old (Za 14, 4) prepared to associate the Mount 
with the Mes•ia. · 

21, 2-3: Christ may have prearraniied these matters. 
21, 2-9:. This is the first account of Christ's deliberately provokirt,I! 

anJ accepting the title of Messia in public. See Za 9 9-10 n. 
21, 3: The Lord: it is rare in Mt and Mk to read 'of Jesus usin.I! 
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4 them." Now this was done that what was spoken through th1 
' prophet might be fulfilled, "Tell the daughter of Sion: BeholJ 

thy king comes to thee, meek and seated upon an ass, anc 
upon a colt, the foal of a beast of burden." 

6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them 
7 And they brought the ass and the colt, laid their cloaks on 
B them, and made him sit thereon. And most of the crowd 

spread their cloaks upon the road, while others were cuttin~ 
9 branches from the trees, and strewing them on the road. AnJ 

the crowds that went before him, and those that followed, 
kept crying out, saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 
in the highest!" 

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, all the city was thrown 
11 into commotion, saying, "Who is this?" I But the crowds 

kept on saying, "This is Jesus the prophet from Nazareth of 
Galilee." 

12 Cleansing of the Temple And Jesus entered the temple of 
God, and cast out all those who were selling and buying in 
the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-

13 changers and the seats of those who sold the doves. I AnJ 
he said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a 
house of prayer'; but you have made it a den of thieves." 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, 
1' and he healed them. But the chief priests and the Scribes, 

seeing the wonderful deeds that he did, and the children Cly
ing out in the temple, and saying, "Hosanna to the Son of 

16 David," were indignant, I and said to him, "Dost thou hear 
what these are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have 

this title in reference to himself. To the inquiring person "Loni'" 
would mean only the owner, but to Mt and his Christian readers the 
word "Lord" meant here that;esus was the divine Messia. 

21, 5: Tell the dauf,hte' o Sion: see Is 62, 11 and for the rest 
of this verse Za 9, 9. Ass ... colt: the evangelist speaks of two 
animals according to the Greek text of Za 9, 9. 

21, 9: Hosanna: see Mk 11, 10 n. The Son of David: a famous 
royal title of the Messia. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lo,d: see Ps 117, 26 n. 

21, 11: The only other New Testament text where our Lord is 
called "Jesus . . . from Nazareth" is Acts 10, 38. He is usually 
called the Nazarene. 

21, 12-17: See par Mk 11, 15-19 n; Lk 19, 45-48; Jn 2, 13-17. 
21, 12: Temple: see Mk 11, 15 n. 
21, 16: Ps 8, 3 refers to infants glorifying God and thereby im

plicitly refuting bis enemies. Jesus implies that the scribes are the 
enemies. 
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you never read, 'Out of the mouth of infants and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise'?" 

11 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and 
he stayed there. 

JR fesus Curses a Pig Tree Now in the morning, on his way 
19 back to the city, he felt hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the 

wayside, he came up to it, and found nothing on it but leaves; 
and he said to it, "May no fruit ever come from thee hence
forward forever!" And immediately the fig tree withered up. 

20 And upon seeing this the disciples marvelled, saying. "How 
21 did it come to wither up immediately?" I But Jesus answered 

and said to them, "Amen I say to you, if you have faith and 
do not waver, not only will you do what I have done to the 
fig tree, but even if you shall say to this mountain, 'Arise, and 

22 hurl thyself into the sea,' it shall be done. And all things 
whatever you ask for in prayer, believing, you shall receive." 

2' The Authority of Jesus And when he had come into the 
temple, the chief priests and elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority dost thou 

24 do these things? And who gave thee this authority?" I Jesus 
answered and said to them, "I also will ask you one question, 
and if you answer me this, I in turn will tell you by what 

2' authority I do these things. Whence was the baptism of John? 
from heaven, or from men?" But they began to argue among 

26 themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to 
us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' But if we say, 'From 
men,' we fear the people, for all regard John as a prophet." 

21 I And they answered Jesus and said, "We do not know." Then 
he in turn said to them, "Neither do I tell you by what au
thority I do these things. 

21, 18·19: See par Mk 11, 12-14. 
21, 18: See Mk 11, 14 n. 
21, 19: According to Mk, the disciples noticed only the next day 

that the fig tree had withered. See Mk 11, 20 n. 
21, 2.~-27: See par Mk 11, 27-33; Lk 20, 1-8 n. 
21, 23: By whoJ authority: what person with legal authority 

authorized the cleansing of the temple? The high priests (Sadducees) 
supervised the temple through the temple captain who was in com
mand of the Levites, the temple police. If someone challenged the 
temple authority he was expected to support his own authority with 
some kind of miracle to show that he was God's prophet. 

21, 25: Jesus implies that his authority, like that of the Baptist's, 
cwne from God. 
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28 Parable of the Two Sons "But what do you think? } 
man had two sons; and he came to the first and said, 'Son 

29 go and work today in my vineyard.' I But he answered anL 
said, "I will not'; but afterwards he regretted it and went 

30 And he came to the other and spoke in the same manner. Anc 
31 this one answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go. I Which ol 

the two did the father's will?" They said, "The first." Jesm 
said to them, "Amen I say to you, the publicans and harlots 

32 are entering the kingdom of God before you. For John came 
to you in the way of justice, and you did not believe him. But 
the publicans and the harlots believed him; whereas you, 
seeing it, did not even repent afterwards, that you might be
lieve him. 

33 Parable of the Vine-dressers "Hear another parable. There 
was a man, a householder, who planted a vineyard, and put 
a hedge about it, and dug a wine vat in it, and built a tower; 

34 then he let it out to vine-dressers, and went abroad. But 
when the fruit season drew near, he sent his servants to the 

35 vine-dressers to receive his fruits. And the vine-dressers seized 
his servants, and beat one, killed another, and stoned an-

36 other. Again he sent another party of servants more numer-
3f ous than the first; and they did the same to these. Finally 

he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' 
38 "But the vine-dressers, on seeing the son, said among them-

selves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and we shall 
39 have his inheritance.' So they seized him, cast him out of the 

21, 28-32: The Jewish leaders who were the professional men of 
God (the second son), did not obey Jesus; but the tax collectors 
("publicans") and harlots who were the professedly impious (the 
first son) did obey Jesus. A salient teaching here is: obedience in 
deed is better than obedience in word. Compare the God of love iu 
Lk 15, 25-32 n. 

21, 32: justice: conformity to God's will. According to some 
form critics, this verse does not form part of the original parable 
(vv. 28-31), and the relation of these two sections and their con
sequent meaning is diversely interpreted by them. 

21, 33-46: See par Mk 12, 1-12; Lk 20, 9·19. 
21, 33: Parable: most scholars interpret this story as an allegory 

in which the cast is: the householder who represents God; the vine
yard representing the Chosen People of Israel; the servants symboliz
ing the prophets; the son who symbolizes Jesus; the vine dressers 
signifying the unbelieving Jews; the "other vine dressers" (v. 41) 
who signify the Gentiles. 

21, 38: See Mk 12, 7 n. 
21, 39: Since par Mk 12, 8 reads more like a story, some form 

critics believe that Mt ad1usted Mk to Ji.t better the crucifixion of 
Jesus outside the walls of Jerusalem. 
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40 vineyard, and killed him .. When, therefore, the_ owner of ~e 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those vme-dressers? I 

41 They said to him, ""He will utterly d~troy those evil m~ 
and will let out the vineyard to other vme-dressers, who will 
render to him the fruits in their seasons." 

42 Jes us said to them, '"Did you never read in the Scriptures, 
'The stone which the builders rejected, has become the corner 
~tone; by the Lord this has been done, and it is wonderful in 
our eyes'? 

43 '"Therefore I say to you, that the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and will be given to a people yielding 

44 its fruits. And he who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; but upon whomever it falls, it will grind him to 
powder." 

45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his 
46 parables, they knew that he was speaking about them. And 

though they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the 
people, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

22 
1 The Marriage Feast And Jesus addressed them, and spoke 
2 to them again in parables, I saying, '"The kingdom of heaven 
' is like a king who made a marriage feast for his son. And 

he sent his servants to call in those invited to the marriage 
4 feast, but they would not come. Again he sent out other serv· 

ants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, Behold, I have pre
pared my dinner; my oxen and fatlings are killed, and every· 

' thing is ready; come to the marriage feas(.' But they made 
light of it, and went off, one to his farm, and another to his 

6 business; and the re~t laid hold of his servants, treated them 
shamefully, and killed them. 

21, 42: See Acts 4, 11 n. 
2 I, 44: This verse is usually considered an interpolation from 

l.k 20, 18 . 
. 2.2, 1-14: A common modern opinion states that this parable and the 

similar one m Lk 14, 16-24 were made into two versions of one 

r. ar~ble preached ~y Je;;us. The version in Mt is an allegory. The fol
owmg interpretation 1s. generally a~reed upon: the ki_ng symbolizes 
God; the Son, the Mess1a; the wedding banquet, the kingdom of the 
Messia; the first group of servants ( v. 3) represents the prophets 
of the Old Testament whom the Chosen People repudiate. The "other 
•ervants" ( v. 4) represent the repudiated prophets of another Old 
Test amen I era. The third group of servants ( v. 8) symbolizes the 
aroslles. and disciples whom Jesus sent out to invite "both good and 
baJ, stnners and Gentiles (v. 10). 

22, 6-7: These two verses interrupt the continuity of the story. Form 
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7 "But when the king heard of it, he was angry; and he 
sent his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burnt their 

a city. I Then he said to his servants, 'The marriage feast indeed 
9 is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy; go 

therefore to the crossroads, and invite to the marriage feast 
10 whomever you shall find.' And his servants went out into the 

roads, and gathered all whom they found, both good and 
bad; and the marriage feast was filled with guests. 

11 "Now the king went in to see the guests, and he saw there 
12 a man who had not on a wedding garment. And he said to 

him, 'Friend, how didst thou come in here without a wedding 
13 garment?' But he was speechless. I Then the king said to the 

attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet and cast him forth into 
the darkness outside, where there will be the weeping, and 

14 the gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few are 
chosen.'' 

1' Tribute to Caesar Then the Pharisees went and took coun-

critics, therefore, commonly suggest that they are an expansion of 
Christ's parable. They believe that the couplet alludes to the persecution 
of the apostles and Christian missionaries and to the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 A.D. as a past event. This opinion, presumably 
dating the writing of the Gospel after 70 A.D., does not necessarily 
deny that Jesus foretold the destruction of Jerusalem. 

22, 7: Armie1: army. 
22, 8-10: Jesus predicts the rejection of his apostles and future 

Christian missionaries by the Chosen People, and the invitation of the 
Gentiles into his kingdom. 

22, 9: Crouroad1: country roads. 
22, 11-14: Many critics consider these verses as a separate parable 

because they are too loosely connected with vv. 2-10. 
22, 11-13: God will expel the unworthy from his kingdom at the 

last judgment. For many critics the wedding attire symbolizes good 
works. Some support is found in 7, 21 where Mt teaches the need 
of good works to enter the kingdom. 

22, 11: Not on a wedding garment: not properly dressed for a 
wedding. 

22, 13: Where there will be ••• gna1hing of teeth: where he will 
wail and gnash his teeth. 

22, 14: This saying is commonly interpreted to mean that many 
are invited to enter Christ's kingdom but few are saved. There is 
no agreement on who the many and the few refer to in the previous 
verses. Many Catholic and Protestant form critics agree that v. 14 is 
not concerned with predestination; it is not concerned with whether 
most or only a few of all the baptized throughout the world and in 
all times will be finally saved. Because of the context of v. 14, it only 
concerns the Old Testament Jews plus the Jews and Christians of our 
Lord's day. 

22, 15-22: See par Mk 12, 13-17; Lk 20, 20-26 n. Mt and Lk seem 
to copy Mk making only a few changes in vocabulary and style. 

22, 15: Trap him: see Lk 20, 20 n. 
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16 sel how they might trap him in his talk. And they sent to him 
their disciples with the Herodians, saying. "'Master, we know 
that thou art truthful, and that thou teachest the way of 
God in truth and that thou carest naught for any man; for 

17 thou dost not regard the person of men. Tell us, therefore, 
what dost thou think: Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or 

18 not?" But Jesus, knowing their wickedness, said, "Why do 
IV you test me, you hypocrites? I Show me the coin of the trib-
20 ute." So they offered him a denarius. I Then Jesus said to 
21 them, "Whose are this image and the inscription?" I They 

said to him, "Caesar's." Then he said to them, "Render, there
fore, to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 

22 things that are God's." And hearing this they marvelled, and 
leaving him went off. 

2' The Saddu&ees and the Resurre&tion On that same day 
some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came 

24 to him, and questioned him, I saying, "Master, Moses said, 'If 
a man die without having a son, his brother shall marry the 

2, widow and raise up issue to his brother.' Now there were 
among us seven brothers. And the first, after having married 
a wife, died, and having no issue, left his wife to his brother. 

26 In like manner the second, and the third down to the seventh. 
21.2s And last of all the woman also died. At the resurrection, 

therefore, of which of the seven will she be the wife? For they 
all had her.'' 

22, 16: Herodiam: See "Religious Background'' in Introduction to 
the New Testament. Do not rer.ard the per Jon of men: you are not 
swayed by any man's opinion since you do not act out of human 
respect. 

22, 17: Tribu11: this poll tax coin is implicitly contrasted with the 
Syrian temple tax coin. 

22, 20-21: Jewish distaste for cultic images were ruffied by represen
talmns of the head of the emperor, and especially by the inscription 
which, on the coins of Tiberius at least, called him "divine" and 
"high priest." jesusb with a twofold meaning, says according to the 
Greek word, "!\ive ack" these things to Caesar; this pleases Jewish 
anti-Roman feeling, and also pleases the Pharisees who, rather than 
in a revolt, puttheir trust in God to free the nation. 

22, 23-H: See par Mk 12, 18-27; Lk 20, 27-40. 
22, 24: A reference to the levirate marriage (Dt 25, 5-10). 
22, 25-28: Since the Sadducees disbelieve in the resurrection (v. 18) 

they intend to show its absurdity in this example: if there were a 
resurrection, to which of these seven husbands would she be the wife? 
To the Sadducees, this question was unanswerable. 

22, 25: An academic question especially since the levirate marriage 
law was not observed at that time. 

22, 28: The Sadducees apparently thought that the doctrine of the 



112 ST. MATTHEW 22 

29 But Jesus answered and said to them, "You err because 
30 you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of G~d. F~r 

at the resurrection they will neither marry nor be given m 
31 marriage, but will be as angels of God in heaven. But as to 

the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was 
32 spoken to you by God, saying, 'I am the God of Abraham, 
33 and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not the 

God of the dead, but of the living." I And when the crowds 
heard this, they marvelled at his teaching. 

34 The Great Commandment But the Pharisees, hearing that 
35 he had silenced the Sadducees, gathered together. I And one 

of them, a doctor of the Law, putting him to the test, asked 
36 him, "Master, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 
37 Jesus said to him, " 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy 
whole mind.' 

3B.39 "This is the greatest and the first commandment. And the 
second is like it, 'Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.' 

40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and 
the Prophets." 

resurrection meant, for those who held it, that people would resume 
living as before with the same marital relationship. 

22, 29: You know neither the ScriptureJ: they do not know that 
the levirate marriage in Deuteronomy applies only to life on earth, nor 
do the Sadducees know "the power of God" by which he can 
create a different type of life in heaven wherein the marital relation
ship is not as momentous as on earth. 

22, 30: As the anf!.els: who neither marry nor reproduce. 
22, 31-32: There are different ways of explaining this argumenta

tion. Here is one: according to Ex 3, 6, God revealed himself to 
Moses as the God of the people. This love for the people was to be 
gradually understood to include the resurrection of the body and soul. 
In later Old Testament times the people were taught the doctrine of 
the resurrection (Dn 12, 2-3). Now Jesus can explain, with a flash 
backward into history and with a flash forward, that the God of the 
patriarchs is not the God of the dead, but of those who will live fully 
in the future resurrection. The end of the world, then, will manifest 
the completion of God's love by which he chose his people. This con
summation of love was not revealed at the time of Moses, but was 
then only implied. There are more direct texts in the Old Testament 
than this, but Jesus chose it because the Sadducees believed only in 
the Pentateuch. 

22, 34-40: See par Mk 12, 28-31; Lk 10, 25-28 n. 
22, 36: The Pharisees taught that there were 613 laws. These laws 

came from the Mosaic Law and from laws accumulating down the 
centuries. The legalists were in search of a synthesis. 

22, 37: See Dt 6, 5 n; Mk 12, 29 n. 
22, 39: See Lv 19, 18 n. 
22, 40: Although the Old Testament writers spoke of love of God 



ST. MATTHEW 22·23 113 

41 The Son of Daflid Now while the Pharisees were gathered 
42 together, f esus questioned them, I saying, '"What do you 

think of the Christ? Whose son is he?" They said to him, 
43 "David's." I He said to them, "How then _does David in ~e 
« Spirit call him Lord, saying. "The Lord sa.id to my Lord: Sit 

thou at my right hand, till I make thy enemies thy footstool'? 
4, "If David, therefore, calls him 'Lord,' how is he his son?" 
46 And no one could answer him a word; neither did anyone dare 

from that day forth to ask him any more questions. 

n 
1 Hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees Then Jesus spoke 
2 to the crowds and to his disciples, I saying. "The Scribes and 
3 the Pharisees have sat on the chair of Moses. All things, there-

fore, that they command you, observe and do. But do not 
act according to their works; for they talk but do nothing. 

4 And they bind together heavy and oppressive burdens, and 
lay them on men's shoulders; but not with one finger of their 

and neighbor, the prevailing teaching was justice. The originality of 
Jesus in this instance was to synthesize all laws into these two and 
m shifting the emphasis from justice to charity. 

22, 41-46: See par Mk 12, 35·37; Lk 20, 41-44. 
22, 42: The Pharisees correctly answer that the Messia ("the 

Christ") would be a physical descendant ("son") of David. 
22, 43: Then how can David, under divine inspiration, call him 

(the Messia) 'Lord' (king)? 
22, 44: See Ps 109, 1 n. The Lord 1aid lo mf Lord: God said to 

the Messia-king. According to most scholars, David did not write Ps 
109. See Ps 109, 1-7 n. Jesus and his contemporaries spoke of David 
as "author" of the psalms in the broad sense (see Introduction to 
the Pentateuch, Vol 1, p. 3). Christ's main concern was with some
thing more important. See 22, 46 n. 

2 2, 4 5: If David calls him (the Messia) 'Lord' (king), how can he 
(the Messia-king) be his (David's) son (descendant)? 

22, 46: Catholics commonly understand that in this passage Jesus 
wanted to provoke the Pharisees to think of the Messia as someone 
more than a political king and a descendant of David. Jesus was 
SUl(l(<"Sting: although the Messia would descend from David, the 
Messia would, because of his divine nature, be superior to David. 
The modern claim of some non-Catholics that these were not Christ's 
questions but those of the Christians who fabricated them to teach 
his divinity allusively, is refuted by other non-Catholics in this way: 
the first Christians taught Christ's divinity openly, not allusively. 

23, 1-39: Jn all the Gospels there is no sterner speech of Christ 
than this. 

23, 2· 7: Those addressed are the crowds and the disciples. 
23, 2: They are the successors of Moses as teachers ol the Law. 
23, 4: They make rules uselessly, 
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5 own do they choose to move them. In fact, all their works 
they do in order to be seen by men; for they widen their 

6 phylacteries, and enlarge their tassels, I and love the firsl 
7 places at suppers and the front seats in the synagogues, I and 

greetings in the market place, and to be called by men 'Rabbi.' 
e But do not you be called 'Rabbi'; for one is your Master, and 
9 all you are broth~rs. And call no one on earth your father; 

10 for one is your Father, who is in heaven. Neither be called 
11 masters; for one only is your Master, the Christ. He who is 
12 greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever ex-

alts himself shall be humbled, and whoever humbles himself 
shall be exalted. 

13 Woe to the Scribes and Pharisees "But woe to you, 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you shut the king
dom of heaven against men. For you yourselves do not go 
in, nor do you allow those going in to enter. 

14 ["Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you devour the houses of widows, praying long prayers. For 
this you shall receive a greater judgment.] 

15 "Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you traverse sea and land to make one convert; and when 
he has become one, you make him twofold more a son of 
hell than yourselves. 

16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by 
the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the golJ 

17 of the temple, he is bound.' You blind fools! for which is 
greater, the gold, or the temple which sanctifies the gold? 

23, 5: Phylacteries: see Dt 6, 8 n. Tassels: see Mt 9, 20 n. 
23, 8-12: Part of these verses are directed to the disciples. 
23, 8: "For one (God) is your Master (teacher), and all you 

are brothers" (pupils). 
23, 9: Father: Jesus condemns the spirit of complacency with which 

the rabbis craved for this honorary title given to them by pupils becau•e 
of their knowledge of the Mosaic Law. It would be anachronistic to 
use this verse as an argument against today's custom of calling priests 
"Father." 

23, 10: Christ: Messia 
2 3, 13-36: Part of these six woes are directed to the scribes and 

Pharisees. 
23, 14: Most probably an interpolation from Mk 12, 40. 
23, 15: Hell: "Geenna" in Greek. 
23, 16-20: Jesus teaches: the purpose of taking an oath is to make 

it binding for the person who takes it. The scribes and Pharisees taught 
that if one swears by the temple or by the altar the oath did not 
involve any obligation. These legalists stated that the oaths must be 
taken by the gold of the temple and by the gift on the altar. Jesus. 
however, contends that in taking an oath one swears by something 
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18 'And whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever 
19 swears by the gift that is upon it, he is bound.' Blind ones! 

for which is greater, the gift, or the altar which sanctifies the 
20 gift? Therefore he who swears by the altar swears by it, and 
21 by all things that are on it; and he who swears by the temple 
22 swears by it, and by him who dwells in it. And he who 

swears by heaven swears by the throne of God, and by him 
who sits upon it. 

H "Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you pay tithes on mint and anise and cummin, and have left 
undone the weightier matters of the Law, right judgment and 
mercy and faith. These things you ought to have done, while 

24 not leaving the others undone. Blind guides, who strain out 
the gnat but swallow the camel! 

2' "Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but within 

26 they are full of rohbery and uncleanness. Thou blind Phari
see' clean first the inside of the cup and of the dish, that the 
outside too may be clean. 

27 "Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you are like whited sepulchres, which outwardly appear to 
men beautiful, but within are full of dead men's bones and 

18 of all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear just to men, 
but within you are futr of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

19 "Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! you who 
build the sepulchres of the prophets, and adorn the tombs 

lO of the just, I and say, 'If we had lived isl the days of our 
fathers, we would not have been their accomplices in the 

ll blood of the prophets.' Thus you are witnesses against your
selves that you are the sons of those who killed the prophets. 

l2.H "You /ill up the measure of your fathers. Serpents, 
brood of vipers, how are you to escape the judgment of hell? 

l4 Therefore, behold, I send you prophets, and wise men, and 
snibes; and some of them you will put to death, and crucify, 
and some you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute 

n from town to town; that upon you may come all the just 

greater than oneself, and since the temple is greater than its gold 
and the allar greater than the gifts on it, oaths taken by the temple 
and hy the altar are binding. Jesus is lecturing here as a learned rabbi. 

2\ 21-2·1: Jesus reprimands them for carrying out unimportant 
laws to the detriment of important ones. 

2.l, 27: ll"hited se/Ju/chres: since tombs defiled those who touched 
them, they were whitewashed so that they could be seen more easily. 

21, .\.>: Hell: "Geenna" in Greek. 
23, 3~: An allusion to 2 Par 24. 20-21. 



116 ST. MATTHEW 23-24 

blood that has been shed on the earth, from the blood o 
Abel the just unto the blood of Zacharias the son of Barachias 

36 whom you killed between the temple and the altar. Amen 
say to you, all these things will come upon this generation 

37 "Jerusalem, Jerusalem! thou who killest the prophets, anc 
stonest those who are sent to thee! How often would I hav< 
gathered thy children together, as a hen gathers her youn~ 

38 under her wings, but thou wouldst not! Behold, your house 
39 is left to you desolate. For I say to you, you shall not see me 

henceforth until you shall say, 'Blessed is he who comes i11 
the name of the Lord!' " 

24 
t Destruction of Jerusalem and End of the World And 

Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciplts 
2 came forward to show him the buildings of the temple. But 

he answered and said to them, "Do you see all these things? 
Amen I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down." 

3 And as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came to him privately, saying, "Tell us, when are these things 

23, 38: HouJe: the temple or the city or both. It is disputed what 
is meant by the abandonment of the place by God. 

23, 39: 'Bleued iJ he ... of the Lord'": perhaps this quote of 
Ps 117, 26 is a reference to Christ's coming at the end of the worid, 
not to his triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Lk 13, 35). 

24-25: See par Lk 21, 5-36; Mk 13 (more precisely, Mt 24, 1-36 
follows closely Mk 13, 1-32). Mt collected all of Christ's teachings 
on the last days. The standard opinion understands Mt 24, 1-21 as a 
reference to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, and vv. 
24-31 as an allusion to the end of the world. The main dispute amo11i-: 
the advocators of this opinion concerns the transitional verses (roughly 
between vv. 21 and 28) when the evangelist ends speaking about the 
one and begins speaking about the other. See par Mk 13, 19-23 n. 
A more recent opinion understands all of ch. 24 as referring to the 
destruction of Jerusalem as sort of a rehearsal, omen, or forecast of th~ 
end of the world. In other words, the standard opinion considers the 
two events juxtaposed; the recent opinion sees them fused. 

24, 2: Catholic scholars who hold that Mt wrote after 70 A.D. dn 
not deny that Jesus himself had predicted the destruction of the temple 
and of Jerusalem. Jesus did not predict the year, 70 A.D. See Lk 19, 
43-44 n. One Jtone upon another: this hyperbole for complete destruc
tion does not conflict with the archeological fact that some of the 
temple wall is still standing. 

24, 3: The questions here refer to the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the end of the world, whereas in the parallels of Mk and Lk there 
is only a question about Jerusalem. 
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to happen, and what will be the sign of thy coming and of 
the end of the world?" 

4 And in answer Jesus said to them, "Take care that no one 
' leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, 'I 
6 am the Christ,' and they will lead many astray. I For you 

shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. Take care that you do 
not be alarmed, for these things must come to pass, but the 

7 end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and king
dom against kingdom; and there will be pestilences and fam

e ines and earthquakes in various places. But all these things 
arc the beginnings of sorrows. 

9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and will put 
you to death; and you will be hated by all nations for my 

10 name's sake. And then many will fall away, and will betray 
11 one another, and will hate one another. And many false pro-
12 phcts will arise, and will lead many astray. And because 

iniquity will abound, the charity of the many will grow cold. J 

B.14 But whoever perseveres to the end, he shall be saved. I And 
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
world, for a witness to all nations; and then will come 
the end. 

ll Destruction of f erusalem "Therefore when you see the 
ahomination of desolation, which was spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, standing in the holy place-let him who reads 

16 understand- I then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
17 mountains; and let him who is on the hou§etop not go down 
18 to take anything from his house; I and let him who is in the 
19 field not turn back to take his cloak. But woe to those who 

are with child, or have infants at the breast in those days! 
20 But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on 
21 the Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as 

24, 5: ChriJJ: Messia. 
2·1, 6'7: lletwecn 30 and 70 A.D. there were wars, famines, and 

earth•1uakes. The e11d is 1101 yel: the end of Jerusalem. 
21, 9: See 10, 17-22 n. All 11a1ium: before the destruction of Jeru

salem, the Gospel was preached to all the nations among whom the 
Jews were dispersed. 

2·1, 1-1: Th,• end: of Jerusalem. See 24, 9 n. 
21, 15: The verse refers to the profanation of the Jerusalem temple 

by the pa~an Syrian king, Antioch us (see Do 9, 27 n). Mt writes of 
the l"V<"lll 11arra1cd in Daniel as a pro10type for the profanation and 
Jcslruction of the lemple and of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 A.D. 
Stnpp"d of the Danielic allusion. the sense is: when you see Jeru
salem destroyed (v. 15), flee ... (v.16). 

24, 2 l-2H: See 24-2) n. 
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has not been from the beginning of the world until now, nm 
22 will be. And unless those days had been shortened, no livin~ 

creature would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those 
days will be shortened. 

23 The Signs of the Last Day "Then if anyone say to you, 
'Behold, here is the Christ,' or, 'There he is,' do not believe 

24 it. For false christs and false prophets will arise, and will 
show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, 

n even the elect. Behold, I have told it to you beforehand. I 
26 If therefore they say to you, 'Behold, he is in the desert,' do 

not go forth; 'Behold, he is in the inner chambers,' do not 
21 believe it. For as the lightning comes forth from the east and 

shines even to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of 
2e Man be. Wherever the body is, there will the eagles be 

gathered together. 
29 "But immediately after the tribulation of those days, the 

sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give her light, 
and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of 

30 heaven will be shaken. And then will appear the sign of the 
Son of Man in heaven; and then will all tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming upon the 

31 clouds of heaven with great power and majesty. And he will 
send forth his angels with a trumpet and a great sound, ancl 
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end 
of the heavens to the other. 

32 Jerusalem's Impending Destruction "Now from the fig 
tree learn this parable. When its branch is now tender, and 

33 the leaves break forth, you know that summer is near. Even 

24, 22: Elect: the remnant of Christians on whose account the 
catastrophe is mitigated. 

24, 26: He iJ in the inne' chambers: he is concealed in the house. 
24, 27: Just as lightning is clearly seen by everyone, so will the 

appearance of our Lord be clearly seen. 
24, 28: The proverb was either a well-known saying, or it possibly 

came from Jb 39, 30. Just as a cadaver is unmistakably clear to eagles, 
so will the appearance of our Lord be unmistakably clear to men when 
he comes. But it is unclear whether Jesus will come via the destruc
tion of Jerusalem or at the end of the world. 

24, 29-31: These verses refer to the end of the world. See 24-25 
n. The cosmic disturbances are stereotyped literary embroidery used to 
describe a divine intervention. 

24, 30-31: See Mk 13, 26 n and Mk 13, 27 n. 
24, 32-35: Largely depending on the meaning given to "this gener

ation" in Greek ( v. 34), scholars dispute whether these four verses 
refer to the destruction of Jerusalem or to the end of the world. 
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so, when you see all these things, know that it is near, even 
34 at the door. Amen I say to you, this generation will not pass 
" away till all these things have been accomplished. Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

36 The Need of Watchfulness "But of that <lay and hour no 
one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but the Father 

H only. And as it was in the days of Noe, even so will be the 
38 coming of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood 

they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in mar-
39 riage until the day when Noe entered the ark, I and they did 

not understand until the flood came and swept them all away; 
even so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

4o "Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken, and 
11 one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the millstone; 

one will be taken, and one will be left. 

12 Exhortation lo Vigilance "Watch therefore; for you do not 
13 know at what hour your Lord is to come. But of this be as

sured, that if the householder had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would certainly have watched, and not 

14 have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must 
he ready, because at an hour that you do not expect, the Son 

l~ of Man will come. Who, dost thou think, is the faithful and 
prudent servant whom his master has set over his household 

16 to give them their food in due time? Blessed is that servant 
17 whom his master, when he comes, shall find so doing. Amen 
ls I say to you, he will set him over all his g6ods. I But if that 

wicked servant says to himself, 'My master delays his coming,' 

24, n: Christ's teachings are more durable than the universe. 
24, 36-41: Most followers of the standard opinion (see 24-25 n) 

1eem to hold that these verses speak of the end of the world, not of the 
.bl ruction of Jerusalem. 

24, 36: Most textual critics agree that the Greek contains the expres-
1inn "nor the Son" as in Mk 13, 32. See "Christ's Knowledge" in the 
Introduction to the Gospels. 

24, 17- \9: Perhaps the precise point of comparison is this: just 
IS the people did not prepare for the Hood, neither will they prepare 
'or lhe coming of our Lord. 

24, -10-41: The end of the world will be sudden. One will be 
"token" into heaven and another will be "left" to perish. 

2-1, -12: Vi,gilance lor the return of Jesus at the end of the world. 
24, 43--14: The parable of the owner. Christ's audience is not identi

ied. I-lis discipks? The crowd? The scribes? 
2-1, 45-51: The parable of the owner's steward who is charged with 

;upcrvision. The unspecified vigilance (vv. 43£) consists here in 
1Ccomplishin~ an entrusted mission. 
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49 I and begins to beat his fellow-servants, and to ~at and 
)O drink with drunkards, I the master of that servant will come 

on a day he does not expect, and in an hour he does not 
H know, I and will cut him asunder and make him share 

the lot of the hypocrites. There will be the weeping, and 
the gnashing of teeth. 

25 
1 Parable of the Ten Virgins "Then will the kingdom of 

heaven be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
2 forth to meet the bridegroom and the bride. Five of them 
3 were foolish and Jive wise. But the Jive foolish, when they 
4 took their lamps, took no oil with them, I while the wise did 
) take oil in their vessels with the lamps. Then as the bride-

groom was long in coming, they all became drowsy and slept. 
6 And at midnight a cry arose, 'Behold, the bridegroom is 
7 coming, go forth to meet him!' Then all those virgins arose 
B and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, 
9 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' I The 

wise answered, saying, 'Lest there may not be enough for 
us and for you, go rather to those who sell it, and buy some 
for yourselves.' 

10 "Now while they were gone to buy it, the bridegroom 
came; and those who were ready went in with him to the 

11 marriage feast, and the door was shut. Finally there came also 
the other virgins, who said, 'Sir, sir, open the door for us!' I 

12 But he answered and said, 'Amen I say to you, I do not 
13 know you.' Watch therefore, for you know neither the day 

nor the hour. 

14 Parable of the Talents "For it is like a man going abroad, 
who called his servants and handed over his goods to them. 

1) And to one he gave Jive talents, to another two, and to an· 
other one, to each according to his particular ability, and 

24, 51: Some expressions here are similar to those found in the 
Manual of Ducipline contained among the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

25, 1-46: The general theme is vigilance for the coming of Jesus 
at the end of the world. 

25, 1·13: One opinion claims that the parable insists on the spiritual 
aspect of vigilance which is symbolized by the oil. (Does it, in turn, 
represent faith? Fervor?) Another opinion claims that the parable 
means: be ready immediately if you want to be ready when Jesus comes. 

25, 14-30: See par Lk 19, 11·27 n. The main reason for the 
reprimand in the parable is the insufficient activity. 

25, 15: A talent is not a coin but an amount (see 18, 20 n). 
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16 then he went on his journey. And he who had received the 
five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more. 

17 In like manner, he who had received the two gained two more. 
IB But he who had received the one went away and dug in 

the earth and hid his master's money. 
19 "Then after a long time the master of those servants came 
20 and settled accounts with them. And he who had received 

the five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, 
"Master, thou didst hand over to me five talents; behold, I 

21 have gained five others in addition.' His master said to him, 
'Well done, good and faithful servant; because thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many; 
enter into the joy of thy master.' 

22 "And he also who had received the two talents came and 
said, 'Master, thou didst hand over to me two talents; behold, 

H I have gained two more.' I His master said to him, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant; because thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many; enter in
to the joy of thy master.' 

24 "But he who had received the one talent came and said, 
'Master, I know that thou art a stern man; thou reapest 
where thou hast not sowed and gatherest where thou hast 

2l not winnowed; I and as I was afraid, I went away and hid 
26 thy talent in the earth; behold, thou hast what is thine.' But 

his master answered and said to him, 'Wicked and slothful 
servant! thou didst know that I reap where I do not sow, 

27 and gather where I have not winnowed? Thou shouldst there
fore have entrusted my money to the bank~rs, and on my re-

2B turn I should have got back my own with interest. Take away 
therefore the talent from him, and give it to him who has the 

29 ten talents. For to everyone who has shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance; but from him who does not have, even 

io that which he seems to have shall be taken away. But as for 
the unprofitable servant, cast him forth into the darkness out-

n. 21: E111er ... mailer: partake in the joy of your master. 
n, 28: See Lk 19, 24 n. 
2~. 29: Some form critics believe that although the words in this 

verse must have been originally spoken by our Lord, they were not 
orig1nally connected with this parable of the talents nor with that of 
the gold pieces (see l.k 19, 26 n). One argument of these critics is 
that. this saying is used in par Mk 4, n which seems to be the more 
origmal context. Moreover, the saying is used as a generalizing con
cluS1on and does not express exactly the meaning of the parables. 

_2~. ~O: See Lk 19, 27 n for the opinions of the relationship between 
U11S parable and that of the gold pieces. 
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side, where there will be the weeping, and the gnashing of 
teeth.' 

31 The Last Judgment "But when the Son of Man shall come 
in his majesty, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 

32 on the throne of his glory; I and before him will be gathered 
all the nations, and he will separate them one from another, 

33 as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; I and he 
will set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

34 "Then the king will say to those on his right hand, 'Come, 
blessed of my Father, take possession of the kingdom prc-

3, pared for you from the foundation of the world; I for I 
was hungry and you gave me to eat; I was thirsty and you 
gave me to drink; I was a stranger and you took me in; I 

36 naked and you covered me; sick and you visited me; I was in 
37 prison and you came to me.' Then the just will answer him. 

saying. 'Lord, when did we see thee hungry, and feed thee; or 
38 thirsty, and give thee drink? And when did we see thee ~ 
39 stranger, and take thee in; or naked, and clothe thee? Or 

when did we see thee sick, or in prison, aQd come to thee?' 
40 And answering the king will say to them, 'Amen I say to 

you, as long as you did it for one of these, the least of my 
brethren, you did it for me.' 

41 "Then he will say to those on his left hand, 'Depart from 
me, accursed ones, into the everlasting fire which was pre-

42 pared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry, and yon 
did not give me to eat; I was thirsty and you gave me no 

43 drink; I I was a stranger and you did not take me in; naked, 
and you did not clothe me; sick, and in prison, and you did 

44 not visit me.' Then they also will answer and say, 'Lord, 
when did we see thee hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister to thee?' I 

4' Then he will answer them, saying, 'Amen I say to you, as 
long as you did not do it for one of these least ones, you 

46 did not do it for me.' And these will go into everlasting pun
ishment, but the just into everlasting life.'' 

25, 31-46: Experts find it difficult to categorize this passage on the 
last judgment of all men at the end of the world. It is not a parable 
nor an allegory, but may be a moralizing "prophecy" of the end of the 
world. The imagery is in accordance with that of apocalyptic literature. 

25, 35: In biblical imagery the lesson is: Christ will judge men 
according to their charitable work. 

25, 40: Brethren: not only Christians but all who happen to be in 
miserable circumstances. 

25, 46: Everlasting punishment and everlasting life are meant here 
in the strict sense. 
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11. THE PASSION, DEATH AND 

RESURRECTION 

I. THE LAST SUPPER 
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I And it came to pass when Jesus had finished all these 
2 words, that he said to his disciples, "You know that after 

two days the Passover will be here; and the Son of Man 
will be delivered up to be crucified.'' 

3 The Council Then the chief priests and the elders of the 
people gathered together in the court of the high priest, 

4 who was called Caiphas, I and they took counsel together 
how they might seize Jesus by stealth and put him to death. 

' But they said, "Not on the feast, or there might be a riot 
among the people.'' 

6 The Anointing at Bethany Now when Jesus was in 

26-27: Mt follows the account in Mk closely, but more significant 
is Mt's emphasis that nothing happened during the Passion which was 
not foreseen by Jesus. This emphasis is noticeable even from the brisk 
beginning of the Passion nArrative (26, 2). Compare The Passion 
accordin!( lo SI. Mallhew by Bach, di Lassus, Schiitz. 

26, 1-5: See par Mk 14, 1-2; Lk 22, 1·2. 
26, I: And ... finished t:11l these words: this stereotyped formula 

closes the last of the five discourses of the Gospel. 
26, 2: Son of Mt:1n: see 8, 20 n. 
26, 6-13: See par Mk 14, 3-9; Jn 12, 1-8. According to the modem 

trend among form critics there are two episodes. The first is the scene 
at Bethany: Mary the sister of Lazarus anoints the feet of Jesus with 
ointment. This scene is found in the parallel accounts of Mt, Mk and 
Jn. The second is that of the unnamed woman, presumably in Galilee, 
according to Lk 7, 36-50. Since both stories were similar, the details 
w<"re easily confused in their oral transmission before they were 
written as we have them in the Gospels. Hence, the form critics hold 
os probable that his1orirt:11/y the woman in Galilee did nol anoint the 
feet of Jesus with ointment (Lk 7, 38b) but that this detail came 
I rom the Bethany scene. On the other hand, the details of the 
anointing of the feet (with ointment) and wiping them with her 
hair (Jn 12, 3) came from the Galilee account of Lk 7, 38 where the 
woman bathed our Lord's "feet with her 1et:1rs, and wiped them with 
the hair of her head." In other words, what happened hislorically in the 
Galilee scene of Lk 7, 36-50 was that the woman wept and wiped the 
feet of Jesus with her hair. What happened historically at the Bethany 
scene was that Mary, the unnamed woman in the accounts of Mt 
and Mk, anointed the het:1d of Jesus with ointment, not his feel as 
Jn 12, 3 says, because an anointing of the feel was unheard of in the 
Orient. 
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7 Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, I a woman came 
up to him with an alabaster jar ·of precious ointment, and 

s she poured it on his head, as he reclined at table. But when 
the disciples saw this, they were indignant, and said, "To what 

9 purpose is this waste? I for this might have been sold for much 
and given to the poor." 

10 But Jesus, perceiving it, said to them, "Why do you 
11 trouble the woman? She has done me a good turn. I For the 

poor you have always with you, but you do not always have 
12 me. For in pouring this ointment on my body, she has 
13 done it for my burial. Amen I say to you, wherever in the 

whole world this gospel is preached, this also that she has 
done shall be told in memory of her." 

14 The Betrayal Then one of the Twelve, called Judas Iscariot, 
15 went to the chief priests, I and said to them, "What are you 

willing to give me for delivering him to you?"' But they 
16 assigned him thirty pieces of silver. And from then on he 

sought out an opportunity to betray him. 

17 Preparation Now on the first day of the Unleavened Bread, 
the disciples came to Jesus and said, "Where dost thou want 

18 us to prepare for thee to eat the passover?" But Jesus sai<l, 
"Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 'The 
Master says, My time is near at hand; at thy house I am 

19 keeping the Passover with my disciples.' " And the disciples 
did as Jesus bade them, and prepared the passover. 

20 The Betrayer Now when evening arrived, he reclined at 

26, 11: Jesus does not mean that poverty must always exist in 
sooety. He merely wants to contrast the poor with the brief time dur
ing which direct acts of devotion toward him can be performed. 

26, 12: Although our Lord knew that the woman intended to do 
him a good turn, either he interprets, or Mt makes him interpret, her 
action symbolically as an anointing for his burial. 

26, 13: See Mk 14, 9 n. This f!.ospel: the announcement of the 
passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

26, 14-16: See far Mk 14, 1of; Lk 22, 3-6. 
26, 14: One o the Twelve: this is a hallmark of true history 

because the early Christians would never have attributed the betrayal 
of Jesus to ''one of the Twelve"' if it had not been so. 

26, 15: Thirty pieces of silver: see 27, 3 n. 
26, 17-19: See par Mk 14, 12-16; Lk 22, 9-13. 
26, 17: The first day of the Unleavened Bread: see Lk 22, 1 n and 

Jn 18, 28 n on the date of the passover meal. 
26, 18: See Lk 22, 10-12 n. 
26, 20-25: See par Mk 14, 17-21; Lk 22, vv. 14, 21-23; Jn 13, 21-30. 
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JI table with the twelve disciples. And while they were eating, 
22 he said, "Amen I say to you, one of you will betray me." And 

being very much saddened they began each to say, "Is it I, 
B Lord?" I But he answered and said, "He who dips his hand 
24 into the dish with me, he will betray me. The Son of Man 

indeed goes his way, as it is written of him; but woe to 
that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It were 

11 better for that man if he had not been born." And Judas 
who betrayed him answered and said, "Is it I, Rabbi?" 
He said to him, "Thou hast said it.'' 

1~ The Holy EuchtJrist And while they were at supper, Jesus 
took bread, and blessed and broke, and gave it to his disciples, 

21 and said, "Take and eat; this is my body." And taking a cup, 

The account of Mt is very similar to that of Mk. Most moderns hold 
that Judas departed before the institution of the Holy Eucharist and 
was not ordained a priest. The morsel that Jesus gave him (Jn 13, 26) 
was probably the bitter herbs dipped in a sauce at the beginning of the 
passover meal. 

26, 21: Orie of you will betray me: the famous Last Supper by 
Leonardo da Vind tries to paint the impression which these words 
made on the apostles. 

26, 2': If the evangelist meant to report an actual historical 
conversation, it must have been conducted in a low tone. Nevertheless, 
the purpose of the verse was to show that Jesus knew his betrayer 
beforehand. This is another detail of the Passion story to illustrate that 
no one took his life, but he gave it freely. 

26, 26·29: See par Mk 14, 22-25; Lk 22, 19-20; 1 Cor 11, 23-25. 
l\loJern scholars generally agree that behind the foyr parallel accounts 
of the institution of the Eucharist there are two independent traditions 
or presentations: the Matthew-Mark tradition, and the Luke-Paul 
tradition. The Aramaic Bavor of the former points to a Palestinian 
origin. The latter indicates a Hellenistic center (Antioch?) plus 
Paul's own additions. The similarities of the two independent 
traditions are best explained by an unknown common source, rather 
than by one copying the other. The accounts are probably couched in 
the very words used at the liturgical Eucharistic celebrations of Jeru
salem (Matthew-Mark) and Antioch (Luke-Paul). Neither account 
pretends to describe everything that happened at the Last Supper; they 
do nol, for instance, mention the lamb--the main part of the meal. 
!\lark and Paul recount only the parts of the Last Supper to which 
Jesus gave n new value. 

26, 26: This is my body •.. this is my blood: since it is typical 
of oriental languages to omit the verb to be, it is not surprisin!l to 
find scholars agreeing that Jesus himself never used the copula "is" 
in his native Aramaic tongue but simply said: "this my body ... this 
my blood." Therefore, acco~~i'.',g to many modern scholars an argument 
based on the Greek word os cannot be sustained to prove the real 
presence as opposed to the symbolic presence of Jesus in the con
sn rated bread and wine. The same scholars, in understanding this 
text to mean the real presence, do not try to show the real presence 



THE LAST SUPPER 
CA Synchronized Table) 

The Jewish Passover meal 
at the time of Christ 

1) A blessing of the lamb 

2) A blessing of the wine 
pronounced over the first 
cup 

3) Each participant 
washes his right hand 

4) The eating of the 
first course (among other 
things there were bitter 
herbs, dipped in vine
gar and eaten to recall 
the bitter years in Egypt) 

5) The father recalls to 
the family the meaning 
and symbol ism of the 
feast 

6l The chanting of the 
first part of the Hallel 
(Pss 112-113Al 

7) The second cup of 
wine is drunk 

Biblical texts 

Lk 22, 15-16 

Lk 22, 17-18 

(Mt 26, 29; 
Mk 14, 25) 

Jn 13, 2-15 

An estimated locatlo 
of the Gospel evenl 
within the Passov1 
meal 

Jesus will no long1 
eat of this passovi 
Uambl 

Jesus will no long1 
drink of this wine 

Jesus washes the fe1 
of the apostles 

See Lk 22, 24-27 n This dispute may ha1 
occurred after the 
washing of the feet 

Mt 26, 20-25 par, 
and especially 
Jn 13, 21-30 

Jn 13, 30 

126 

Jesus announces the 
traitor 

Judas leaves the 
cenacle 



Al The washing of both 
hands 

9) The father blesses Mt 26, 26 par 
the unleavened bread, 
breaks and distributes It 
to each participant 

I DI The eating of the 
paschal lamb with un· 
leavened bread and bit· 
ter herbs dipped Into 
vinegar 

Ill The father pro- Mt 26, 27 par 
nounces a blessing of 
thanksgiving over the 
third cup of wine which 
he passes to the par· 
ticipants 

121 The meal ends. 1 Cor 11, 25 
Nothing else was al-
lowed to be eaten 

13) It Is doubted that 
the custom of drinking 
a fourth cup of wine 
goes back to the time 
of Christ 

'14) The singing of the 
rest of the Hallel (Pss 
1138-117) 

Mt 26, 30 
!Mk 14, 261 

Jesus pronounces the 
words of consecration 
over the bread (many 
scholars place this ac· 
tlon here! 

Jesus pronounces the 
words of consecration 
over the wine 

"After he had supped" 

"After reciting a hymn, 
they went out to 
Mount Olivel" 

• The fourteen steps are more for the sake of clarity than for the 
sake of complete itemization. 

127 



The Order of the Passover 

SANCTlfY 

The Seder begins with the ceremony 
of "Kiddush," a benediction over 
wine, which proclaims the holiness 
of the day. 

3 

GREENS 

A sprig of parsley or other vegetable 
is dipped in salt water and eaten to 
symbolize the meager diet and tears 
of the Israelites under Egyptian Oil' 
pression. 

5 

RECITE 

The key to the Seder ceremony is the 
recital of the Passover story which in
cludes "Mah nishtanoh," the familiar 
"Four Questions," asked by the 
youngest child. 
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2 

LAVE 

Water is poured, in accordance with 
ritual, over the hands or the person 
who conducts the Seder, in prepara· 
tion for the next step, the dipping of 
food into water. 

4 

DIVIDE 

The one who conducts the Seder 
breaks the middle matzo of the three 
in the cover before him. The larger 
part is wrapped in a napkin and hid· 
den to use as the "Alikomon" (des
sert}. 

6 

LAVE 

Now everyone performs the ritual 
washing of the hands and recites the 
usual blessing, as is customary be
fore every meal. 



BLESSING OVER MATZO 

The tradltlonal benediction IMdtzO la 
recited, then a specie! blessing for 
the matzo, Each person eats two 
pieces of matzo, broken from the top 
11111 mlddle matzos In the cover. 

9 

COMBINE 

Bitter herbs and matzos are eaten to
gether In accordance with the Inter· 
pretalion ol Hillel, a great Talmudic 
sage, who lived In Iha tlme of the 
Holy Tampla. 

11 

HIDDEN 

It Is now time to eat the hall matzo, 
the "Afikomon." It Is a playful cus
tom for the youngsters to heve 
"stolen" It and ID request a gilt for 
Its return. 

8 

emm HERBS 

Everyone now eats bitter herbs ••• 
a symbolic reminder of slavery .•• 
dipped in "Charoseth," a mixture of 
apples, wine, and nuts, representing 
mortar. 

10 

THE MEAL 

The Holiday meal Is novi served. 
Though festive, it usually starts with 
en egg dipped in salt water; the egg. 
a symbol of mourning, Is a reminder 
of the destruction of the Holy Templa. 

12 

GRACE, PRAISE, ACCEPTANCE 

The Seder concludes with praye11 
and songs of thanksgiving, praise, 
and rejolcina. 

Tho obow Seder Is observed by modem Jews. Note the similorilles with lho lesl Supper oo U.. 
precedina lable. The absence of the lamb and of wine drinking is also noteworthy. 

129 
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he gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, "All of you 
2e drink of this; I for this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is being shed for many unto the forgiveness of sins. 
29 But I say to you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit 

of the vine, until that day when I shall drink it new with you 
in the kingdom of my Father.'' 

30 Peter's Denials Predicted And after reciting a hymn, they 
31 went out to Mount Olivet. Then Jesus said to them, "You 

will all be scandalized this night because of me; for it is 

from the formulas in themselves, but from the meaning of the rea I 
presence that Jesus attached to these formulas. Because Jesus purposely 
chose bread and wine he wanted the apostles to understand that, in and 
through these natural symbols of nourishment, he was really present to 
nourish them, and because of his authoritative and efficacious words 
he wanted the apostles to believe through faith in his real presence in 
the consecrated bread and wine. Body: although the Greek word here 
used in the four parallel accounts is .. soma" (body), Aramaic experts 
claim that the Greek word ··sane" (flesh) translates more accurately 
what Jesus said in his native Aramaic tongue. The early Christians 
probably used .. body" because of the pejorative meaning in "flesh." 
Another reason why Jesus may have used the Aramaic equivalent of 
.. flesh" is that the Semitic co-relatives are "fieih and blood" not "body 
and blood." 

26, 27-28: It is a common opinion that Christ spoke his words 
over the wine while holding the third cup, like the Jewish father at 
the passover meal takes the third cup to bless it and to pass it on 
to those at table. 

26, 27: Ali of you drink of thiI: Mt formulates into a command 
what Mk ( 14, 23) says in a declarative sentence: .. they all drank 
of it." 

26, 28: The new covenant: the vast majority of scholars agrees 
that this is an intended allusion to Ex 24, 4-8. In other words, the 
apostles rightly understood these words to mean that just as the blooJ 
of the victim sealed the old alliance between God and his people, so 
the blood of Christ (the victim on the cross) will seal the new alliance 
between God and the apostles ... Unto the forgiveness of sins" is an 
added explanation to ""for many" in par Mk 14, 24. 

26, 29: See lk 22, 15'-18 n, When I IhalJ drink it new with yor;: 
the evangelist adds .. with you" to par Mk 14, 25 .. when I shall drink 
it new" to emphasize the union between Jesus and his apostles in the 
future kingdom, Moreover, the word .. new" means that the wine 
("fruit of the vine") will be different: it will be a higher form of 
intimacy. 

26, 30-35: See par Mk 14, 26-31; Lk 22, 31-34; Jn 13, 36-38. 
Luke and John place this conversation during the meal: Mt and Mk, 
probably more accurately, place the conversation after the meal and on 
the way to Mount Olivet. 

26, 30: After reciti11{!, a hymn: see the end of the table on the last 
Supper, pp. 126-127, for the final part of the Halle!. See Pss 112-11 7 n. 
Mount Olivet: see Mk 14, 26 n. 

26, 31: See 9, 36 n and Mk 14, 27 n. 
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written, 'I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the 
flock will be scattered.' 

'"But after I have risen, I will go before you into Galilee." 
But Peter answered and said to him, "Even though all shall 
he scandalized because of thee, I will never be scandalized." 
Jesus said to him, "Amen I say to thee, this very night, 
l,..fore a cock crows, thou wilt deny me three times." Peter 
said to him, "Even if I should have to die with thee, I will 
not deny thee!" And all the disciples said the same thing. 

II. THE PASSION AND DEATH Of JESUS 

The Agony in the Garden Then Jesus came with them to 
a country place called Gethsemani, and he said to his disciples, 
"Sit down here, while I go over yonder and pray." And he 
took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and he 
began to be saddened and exceedingly troubled. Then he said 
to them, "My soul is sad, even unto death. Wait here and 
watch with me." And going forward a little, he fell prostrate 
and prayed, saying, "Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 
away from me; yet not as I will, but as thou wiliest." 

Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. 
And he said to Peter, "Could you not, then, watch one hour 
with me? Watch and pray, that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

!6, 32: See Mk 14, 28 n. 
!6, 34: See Mk 14, 30 n on the different accounts of the predictions. 
!6, 36-46: See par Mk 14, 32-42; Lk 22, 40-46; Jn 18, 1. 
!6, 36: Gethumani: ("oil press"'). See Mk 14, 26 n. 
!6, 37·39: According to the scriptures, Jesus was in distress be-
1se of the imminent nucilixion, not because of a preview of all the 
s of men indu<lin~ those for whom he would die in vain. See Heb 
B. Since some Catholic theologians maintain that Jesus did not enjoy 

beatific vision before and up to his resurrection, it is no longer 
·essary to reconcile our Lord"s profound sadness with his simul
<·ous en1oyment of the beatific vision (the vision of God enjoyed 
those in heaven). See "Christ's Knowledge" in the Introduction to 
liospels. 

16, 37: On the favorite three apostles see Mk 5, 37 n. 
16, 39b: The most difficult test of obedience of the human will of 
us to that of God the Father is shown in this Gethsemani scene. 
is a classical text to show the two wills in Christ as man and as 
,d. Father: see Mk 14, 36 n. Cup: the Bible uses cup with many 
L1r.1tivt· meanings. Amon~ other meanings, cup symbolizes God's 
ssin!'S for believers, and God"s wrath for his enemies. At times, the 
pired bihlirnl writers speak of the "cup of consolation" and the 
1p of suffering"' as here in the evangelist's text. See 20, 22 n. 
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42 weak." Again a second time he went away and prayed, say 
ing, "My Father, if this cup cannot pass away unless I drinl 

43 it, thy will be done." And he came again and found then 
44 sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. And leaving them h 

went back again, and prayed a third time, saying the sam1 
45 words over. Then he came to his disciples, and said to them 

"Sleep on now, and take your rest! Behold, the hour is a 
hand when the Son of Man will be betrayed into the hand: 

46 of sinners. I Rise, let us go. Behold, he who betrays me i! 
at hand." 

47 Jesus Arrested And while he was yet speaking, behold 
Judas, one of the Twelve, came and with him a great crowd 
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and elders of the 

48 people. Now his betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 
49 "Whomever I kiss, that is he; lay hold of him." And he went 

straight to Jesus and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed him. 
50 And Jesus said to him, "Friend, for what purpose hast thou 

come?" Then they came forward and set hands on Jesus and 
took him. 

H And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached 
out his hand, drew his sword, and struck the servant of the 

52 high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, "Put 
back thy sword into its place; for all those who take the 

53 sword will perish by the sword. Or dost thou suppose that 
I cannot entreat my Father, and he will even now furnish 

54 me with more than twelve legions of angels? How then are 
the Scriptures to be fulfilled, that thus it must take place?" 

'' In that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "As against a robber 
you have come out, with swords and clubs, to seize me. I sat 
daily with you in the temple teaching, and you did not lay 

56 hands on me.'' Now all this was done that the Scriptures 

26, 45: Sleep on now, and take your rert!: with friendly irony 
Jesus tells the apostles to continue their sleep now that it is too late 
to pray with him. The Greek allows another translation, i.e.: Still 
sleeping? Are you still taking your rest? 

26, 47-56: See par Mk 14, 43-52; Lk 22, 47-53; Jn 18, 2-11. 
26, 49: Kiued him: perhaps Judas thought that Jesus would 

interpret his kiss as one of repentance. See Lk 7, 45 for another 
instance of this oriental manner of greeting. 

26, 52: Jesus seems to be uttering a proverb and not to make a 
pronouncement on the right of the state to perform executions. 

26, 53: Twelve let.ions: one legion numbered six thousand men. 
26, 54: Scriptures: "'of the prophets" as v. 56 says. See Lk 24, 

45-47 n. 
26, 55: In that hour: equivalent to our "at that minute." 
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of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples left 
him and fled. 

H f esus before the Sanhedrin Now those who had taken 
Jesus led him away to Caiphas the high priest, where the 

le Scribes and the elders had gathered together. But Peter was 
following him at a distance, even to the courtyard of the high 
priest, and he went in and sat with the attendants to see 

l9 the end. Now the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin were 
seeking false witness against Jesus, that they might put him 

r.o to death, I but they found none, though many false witnesses 
came forward. But last of all two false witnesses came for-

61 ward, I and said, "This man said, 'I am able to destroy the 
temple of God, and to rebuild it after three days.'" 

62 Then the high priest, standing up, said to him, "Dost thou 
make no answer to the things that these men prefer against 

6J thee?" I But Jesus kept silence. And the high priest said to 
him, "I adjure thee by the living God that thou tell us 

M whether thou art the Christ, the Son of God." Jesus said to 

26, H·6R: See par Mk 14, 53-65; Lk 22, 66-71; Jn 18, vv. 13 and 
1 ?-24. The data of the events connected with the trial of Jesus by 
the Sanhedrin are: Mt and Mk report a night trial before the San
l1edrin over which Caiphas presided (Mt 26, 57). Mt in 27, 1 
a11d l\lk in 15, 1 mention a morning session of the Sanhedrin after 
which they send Jesus to Pilate. Lk omits any night sessions; he 
narrates a morning trial before the Sanhedrin (in the same terms as 
the night trial before Caiphas is told in Mt and Mk). Jn tells of a 
night i114uiry before Annas (Jn 18, 13) on questiom; (Jn 18, 19·23) 
dissimilar from those of the trial in Matthew-Mark-Luke. Annas sends 
J•·sus to Caiphas (Jn 18, 24). Nowadays, a common opinion brings 
the conflicting accounts on the events in chronological sequence as 
f,,llows: 1. A hrief night interrogation before Annas. 2. The mockery 
of Christ. 3. The denials of Peter. 4. A morning trial before the San
h•·drin over which Caiphas presided. (The ,,;fl.hi trial in Mt and 
l\lk was really the momi'1/I, trial as presented by Lk .. ) 5. The sending 
of Jc•u• to Pilate. 

26. 5R: A11..,1dan/I lo Jee the end: a suggested translation is: 
kmplc polire to see what would happen. 

26, 51: Jesus did not say that he would destroy the temple of God 
(v. 6t) nor the temple built by man (Mk 14, 58). He said that he 
would rehuild the temple which they will destroy (Jn 2, 19). 

26, 62: Prefer: testify. 
26, 63-6·1: Regarding this passa,i:e and par Mk 14, 61-62; Lk 22, 

66· 71, scholars in general understand that the hi,i:h priest asked Jesus 
whether he was the Messia. the adopted son of God, and he answered 
allirmalivcly. A less probable view holds that the high priest asked 
Jl'sus wh<thcr he was the divine Son of God and that Jesus replied 
n!lirrnatively. 

26, 64: Jesus answers that he is the long awaited Messia ("'Son of 
l\1an"-see Dn 7, 13f n) who will soon ("hereafter") come on the 
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him, "Thou hast said it. Nevertheless, I say to you, here 
after you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hanc 
of the Power and coming upon the clouds of heaven." 

65 Then the high priest tore his garments, saying, "He ha~ 
blasphemed; what further need have we of witnesses? Be· 

66 hold, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you 
think?" And they answered and said, "He is liable to death.' 

67 Then they spat in his face and buffeted him; while other! 
68 struck his face with the palms of their hands, I saying, 

"Prophesy to us, 0 Christ! who is it that struck thee?" 

69 Peter's Denial Now Peter was sitting outside in the court· 
yard; and a maidservant came up to him and said, "Thou 

70 also wast with Jesus the Galilean." But he denied it before 
them all, saying, "I do not know what thou art saying." 

71 And when he had gone out to the gateway, another maid 
saw him, and said to those who were there, "This man also 

72 was with Jesus of Nazareth." And again he denied it with 
73 an oath. "I do not know the man!" I And after a little 

while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Surely thou 
74 also art one of them, for even thy speech betrays thee." Then 

he began to curse and to swear that he did not know the 
75 man. And at that moment a cock crowed. I And Peter re

membered the word that Jesus had said, "Before a coLk 
crows, thou wilt deny me three times.'' And he went out and 
wept bitterly. 

right hand of God ("the Power"). The position on the right hanrl 
includes, in this context, the notion of Messiaship (see 26, 65 n). 
Peter later uses this expression to signify divinity (see Acts 2, 33 n). 

26, 65: Since it was not blasphemous to threaten the destruction of 
the temple nor to style oneself as the awaited Messia, scholars have 
not yet defined in what precisely the blasphemy consisted. True bla'
phemy had to be an explicit insult to the Divine Name ( Lv 24, 16) 
but the blasphemy does not seem to be in Christ's use of "Power" for 
the name of God. One/robable opinion is: in the eyes of his judges 
the blasphemy consiste not only in Christ's claiming, in the mn't 
absolute terms possible, to be the Messia (sitting at the right hand anJ 
coming on the clouds), but in the lack of a sign from God in support 
of this claim. 

26, 66: What do you think?: whatever it may have been that the 
high priest classified as blasphemy, he seems to be asking for a 
confirmation of his interpretation. He is liable to death: he deserves 
death. See Mk 14, 64 n. 

26, 67-68: See par Mk 14, 65; Lk 22, 63-65 n. 
26, 69-75: See par Mk 14, 66-72 n (on the discrepancies); Lk 

22, 56-62; Jn 18, 17 n and 18, 25-27. 
26, 73: Speech: accent. 
26, 75: Before a cock crows • • • three times: see v. 34. 
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27 
Now when morning came all the chief priests and the 

elders of the people took counsel together against Jesus in 
2 order to put him to death. And they bound him and led him 

away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the procurator. 

~ The End of Judas Then Judas, who betrayed him, when 
he saw that he was condemned, repented and brought back 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 

4 I saying, "I have sinned in betraying innocent blood." But 
~ they said, "What is that to us? See to it thyself." And he 

flung the pieces of silver into the temple, and withdrew; and 
went away and hanged himself with a halter. 

6 And the chief priests took the pieces of silver, and said, 

27, 1-2: The account of Christ's being delivered up to Pontius 
Pilate is interrupted by the narration of the Judas event. (V. 11 
continues where v. 2 left off.) 

27, I: According to the common opinion (see 26, 57-68 n), this 
verse refers to the trial of Jesus before the Sanhedrin. 

27, 2: Pilate: see Mk 15, l n. Procurator: though at times the 
Greek word is translated "governor," the 1961 discovery of an inscrip
tion at Caesarea, where Pilate's headquarters were located, seems to 
have decided the controversy about his official title. It is said to have 
been "prefect" (praefecluI). 

27, 3-10: Because of the Sanhedrin's determination to have Jesus 
executed, Mt most probably considered it appropriate to place the 
traditional story of the end of Judas here. There were two inspired 
traditional accounts of the death of Judas. Mt says that the traitor 
committed suicide by hanging himself (v. 5); Act~ says, with no hint 
of suicide, that Judas died from a fall or a bodily swelling. See Acts 
I, IR n. A common harmonizing opinion explains that Judas hanged 
himself and died, suffocating from a swelling or a forward fall. Some 
modern Catholic scholars propose that by "he went and hanged him
self" Mt meant: Judas died the characteristic death of a traitor. 
The scholars reason this way because the evangelist's phrase refers 
to 2 Sm 17, 23: ( Achitophel) "went , .. and hanged himself." In 
Jewish tradition, Achitophel, the friend and counselor of David, was 
the rlassic example of a traitorous friend. See Jn 13, 18 n. The same 
scholars furthermore propose: Acts I, 18 means to say that Judas by 
"having swollen up" died the characteristic death of a sinner. Acts 
seems to refer to Wis 4, 19: " ... he (God) shall strike them 
(sinners) down speechless and 1wollen .. ," (the same Greek word 
as used in Acts). In other words, the two popular traditional accounts 
are not interested in how Judas died, but in the religious message of 
his death, which is that he died as a traitor and as a sinner. 

27, 3: Re/1e11ted: the remorse he felt did not lead Judas to ask for 
pardon. T/mty /1iereJ of 1i/11er: the silver shekel referred to here was 
,ailed the argurion. Thirty shekels amounted to more than three 
mo111hs' wag<:s of a laborer. 

27, 5: Into the 1em/1/e: into the temple courtyard. 
27, 6: The money could not be used for cul tic purposes. 
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"It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, seeing that 
7 it is the price of blood." And after they had consulted to· 

gether, they bought with them the potter's field, as a burial 
B place for strangers. For this reason that field has been called 
9 even to this day, Haceldama, that is, the Field of Blood. Then 

what was spoken through Jeremias the prophet was fulfilled, 
"And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him 
who was priced, upon whom the children of Israel set a price; 

10 and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directe<l 
me." 

11 /esus before Pilate Now Jesus stood before the procurator; 
and the procurator asked him, saying, "Art thou the king of 

12 the Jews?" Jesus said to him, "Thou sayest it." I And when 
he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he made 

13 no answer. I Then Pilate said to him, "Dost thou not hear 
14 how many things they prefer against thee?" But he did not 

answer him a single word, so that the procurator wondered 
exceedingly. 

27, 7: Strangers: foreigners who might die in Jerusalem. The En
glish expression, a "potter's field," for a paupers' cemetery, has its 
origin here. 

27, 8: To this day: at the time of the writing, which must have 
been a long time after the event. Haceldama, that is: since thi.< 
comes from the Latin Bible (Vulgate) not from the original text, it 
should be deleted. 

27, 9-10: This is not a quotation from "Jeremias the prophet," 
(Jer 32, 6-15) but the buying of a field is couched in a free quota
tion from Za 11, 12f. Many present-day commentators suggest that 
the quotation is attributed to Jeremia because he was better known 
than Zacharia.. 

27, 9: Was fulfilled: contrary to the face-value meaning of this 
expression, Zacharia did not prophesy that the Messia was to be he
trayed for ""thirty pieces of silver" but Mt, who wrote when the be
trayal by Judas was past history, accommodates Jer 32, 6-15 and Za 
11, 12f to the betrayal of Christ by Judas. See Za 11, 11-13 n. 

27, 11-26: See par Mk 15, 1-15; Lk 23, vv 2-5 and 13-25; Jn lH, 
28-19, 16. The four accounts are structured identically with the 
three scenes of questioning, condemnation, and flagellation. To the 
principal scene of Pilate versus the Jews there is subordinated the 
scene of Christ versus Barabbas. The themes of Jesus the King an<l 
the Innocent One permeate the narratives. The theme of King is 
especially evident in Mk and Jn. 

27, 11: King of the J ewJ: see Jn 19, 12 n. Thou Jaye1t it: al
though scholars differ on the exact translation, they generally agree 
that Jesus preferred to have the procurator specify his meaning of 
"'king of the Jews" before answering. 

27, 12: Chief priem: see Mk 15, 3 n. 
27, 13: Pre/er: bring. 
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• , Now at festival time the procurator used to release to the 
1r. crowd a prisoner, whomever they would. Now he had at that 
17 time a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. Therefore, when 

they had gathered together, Pilate said, "Whom do you wish 
that l release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 

IH For he knew that they had delivered him up out of envy. 
19 Now, as he was sitting on the judgment.seat, his wife sent to 

l1lm saying, "Have nothing to do with that just man, for I 
have suffered many things in a dream today because of him." 

20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 
21 ask for Barabbas and to destroy Jesus. But the procurator ad

dressed them, and said to them, "Which of the two do you 
22 wish that I release to you?" And they said, "Barabbas." I Pi

late said to them, "What then am I to do with Jesus who is 
2l called Christ?" I They all said, "Let him be crucified!" The 

procurator said to them, "Why, what evil has he done?" But 
they kept crying out the more, saying, "Let him be crucified!" 

24 Now Pilate, seeing that he was doing no good, but rather 
that a riot was breaking out, took water and washed his 
hands in sight of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of the 

27, n: See Jn 18, 39 n. 
27, 16: A riotorious prisorier: Mk and Lk say he was an insur

r ... ·rionist and a murderer; Jn says, ··a robber"; and Acts 3, 14 "a 
murderer." Barabbas: it means "son of the father." There does not 
seem to be enough evidence in the Greek manuscripts to say that his 
lull name was Jesus Barabbas. 

27, 18: They: par Mk 15, 10 specifies that "they" refers to "the 
chief priests." ,, 

27, 19: The narrations of the warning of Pilate's wife and of the 
episode of Pilate's washing his hands (v. 24), both peculiar to Mt, 
emphasize the innocence of Christ. Wife: in the apocryphal book 
Ilic /lets of Pi/ale, a Christian legend calls her Procla or Procula and 
presents her as a martyr. On this legendary basis she is venerated as a 
saint in Greek and Abyssinian churches. I have 1uffered mafly thinv: 
I have been greatly disturbed. Even though Augustus had forbidden 
p1<>rurators to take their wives to the provinces at least two Roman 
writers mention exceptions to this rule. Mt do~s not seem to speak 
ol !'date's wife as a prospective Christian nor as a sympathizer with 
the claims of Jesus. 

27, 24: A riot wa1 breakinK out: see Jn 19, 16 n. There was a 
Roman (compare: Aerieid, II, 719) and biblical custom (Dt 21, 
6-9 ~ of detlaring oneself innocent of a murder by washing in water 
or m the blood of the murdered victim. The scene calls to mind 
M.1che1h, V, I. _Whereas many scholars, at least implicitly, accept the 
h1stor1C1ty of Pilate's handwashing, others do not, and they adduce 
••HllC i;eneral reasons: I. It was not the custom of Roman officials 
lo disdaim juridical responsibilities. 2. It seems farfetched that Pilate 
slw11ld /)l·rform SlH h a Jramatic act in open confession of his weak
ness . be ore "colonials." 3. At the time of this writing, the Jewish 
rel1i;ion was legal throughout the Roman empire, but the new Chris-
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2s blood of this just man; see to it yourselves." I And all th 
people answered and said, "His blood be on us and on ou 
children." 

26 The Scourging and Crowning Then he released to then 
Barabbas; but Jesus he scourged and delivered to them to '" 

27 crucified. Then the soldiers of the procurator took Jesus inlc 
the praetorium, and gathered together about him the whol1 

28 cohort. And they stripped him and put on him a scarlet cloak 
29 I and plaiting a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head 

and a reed into his right hand; and bending the knee befor1 
him they mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews'' 

30 And they spat on him, and took the reed and kept strikini 
him on the head. 

31 The Way of the Cross And when they had mocked him 
they took the cloak off him and put his own garments on him 

tian religion was liable to persecution. It would have been adnn 
tageous to Christians to show their loyalty to the Romans by explain 
ing through this vivid scene that the Jews coerced the reluctant Pilato 
to pronounce the death penalty. 

27, 25: All the people: not all the Jews of Jerusalem were culp 
able of Christ's death, but only a clique of high priests (SadduceesJ 
who instigated the zerusalem mob. See Jn 19, 16 n. HiJ blood be OI 

UJ and on our chi dren: see the equivalent expression in 3 Kgs 2 
33. The people take the responsibility of Christ's death upon them 
selves and upon their children. Some non-Catholic scholars hnlc 
that the evangelist put these words on the lips of the people to un 
derscore the culpability of the Jews (compare 27, 4 n for the thin 
reason). Others assert that these words were added to contrast th1 
reluctance of Pilate with the determination of the Jews to hav1 
Christ crucified. Even if these two opinions cannot be well supported 
it is against God's justice as known in scripture, and beyond th1 
meaning of the text to interpret the agelong persecution of the Jew: 
as a just punishment in fulfillment of a self-imposed curse. Unfor 
tunately this saying became to anti-Semitism the most popular tex 
from the first Christian centuries till modern times. 

27, 26: Delivered: the same Greek word (paredoken) is used ir 
all four parallel passages. See Jn 19, 16 n. 

27, 27-31: See par Mk 15, 16-20; Jn 19, 1-3. 
27, 27: The 1oldier1 of the procurator: since the Second Italiar 

Cohort was stationed in Palestine at this time, this text refers prob 
ably to some of the cohort's six hundred men. Praetorium: the head 
quarters of the Roman governor. See Jn 19, 13 n. 

27, 28: Scarlet cloak: many interpreters believe this to refer tc 
the scarlet cloak of the Roman soldiers. 

27, 30: Once a prisoner was condemned to death, the soldiers en 
joyed a large measure of freedom to do with him as they wanted 
There are parallels to this scene in contemporary writings of the time 

27, 31: According to Roman custom, the condemned walked naked 
ly to the place of execution. Jesus was spared that humiliation. 
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H and led him away to crucify him. Now as they went out. 
they found a man of Cyrene named Simon; him they forced 

B to take up his cross. And they came to the place called 
Golgotha, that is, the Place of the Skull. 

34 The Crucifixion And they gave him wine to drink mixed 
n with gall; but when he had tasted it. he would not drink. And 

after they had crucified him, they divided his garments, cast
ing lots, [to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet, 
'"They divided my garments among them, and upon my 
vesture they cast lots."] 

36.37 And sitting down they kept watch over him. And they put 
above his head the charge against him, written, '"This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews." 

38 Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on his 
H right hand and one on his left. Now the passers-by were jeer-
4o ing at him, shaking their heads, I and saying, '"Thou who 

destroyest the temple, and in three days buildest it up again, 
save thyself! If thou art the Son of God, come down from 

41 the cross!" In like manner, the chief priests with the Scribes 
42 and the elders, mocking, said, I "He saved others, himself he 

cannot savel If he is the King of Israel, let him come down 
43 now from the cross; and we will believe him. He trusted in 

God; let him deliver him now, if he wants him; for he said, 
44 'I am the Son of God.' " I And the robbers also, who were 

crucified with him, reproached him in the same way. 

4l The Death of Jesus Now from the sixtk hour there was 

27, 32-38: See par Mk U, 21-27; Lk 23, 26-34 and v. 38; Jn 19, 
17-24. 

27, 32: A man of Cyrene named Simon: see Lk 23, 26 n. 
27, 33: Skull: for the meaning and site see Mk 15, 22 n. 
27, H: See Mk 15, 23 n. 
27, 35: They divided his garmsnts: see Jn 19, 23-24 n. To fulfill 
.. ca11 loll: the words within brackets come from Jn 19, 24. 
27, 37: See Jn 19, 19-22 and annotations. 
27, 39-44: See par Mk 15, 29-32; Lk 23, 35-37-
27, 40: On the refutation of the accusation about the temple de

•truction, see 26, 61 n. Ths Son of God: a reference to Christ's as
sertion before the Sanhedrin. See 26, 63-64 n. 

27, 43: See Ps 21, 28-32 n, second paragraph. 
27, 45-56: See par Mk 15, 33-41; Lk 23, 44-49. 
27, 45: Six1h hour: noon. Ninlh hour: about 3:00 P.M. The 

"darkness" is frequently interpreted not as a miraculous eclipse of 
tl1e sun but an obscuring of the sun caused by a hot dust-laden wind 
called 1irocco. This phenomenon was not rare in Palestine. Even St. 
Jerome speaks of a sirocco which obscured the sun completely when 
he was in Bethlehem about the year 398. 
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46 darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. But aboul 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, 
Eli, lema sabacthani," that is, "My God, my God, why hasl 

47 thou forsaken me?" And some of the bystanders on hearin~ 
48 this said, "This man is calling Elias." And immediately om 

of them ran and, taking a sponge, soaked it in common wine, 
49 put it on a reed and offered it to him to drink. [ But the rest 

said, "Wait, let us see whether Elias is coming to save him." 
50 But Jesus again cried out with a loud voice, and gave up his 

spirit. 
51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two from 

top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks we1c 
52 rent, [ and the tombs were opened, and many bodies of tl1e 
53 saints who had fallen asleep arose; [ and coming forth out of 

the tombs after his resurrection, they came into the holy city, 

27, 46: The fourth of the "seven last words" of Christ is not a 
cry of despair but a cry of agooy that God seemed to withdraw from 
one who could not live except in his love. Although the hostile by
standers must have interpreted this cry as a retraction of Chrisf s 
claim that God was with him, yet it was a cry of victory because the 
cry of "My God" showed that the Father was still with him. See Ps 
21, 28-32 o. On the problem of sadness versus the beatific vision see 
Mt 26, 37-39 n. 

27, 47: This man is calling Elias: because of this remark, many 
scholars claim that Jesus actually used the Hebrew form "Eli" (as 
transcribed in Mt 27, 46) rather than the Aramaic form "Eloi" (as 
transcribed in Mk 15, 34). On the expectation of the coming nf 
Elias to announce the Messia see 17, 10-13. The Jews were accus
tomed to invoke Elias in time of need, just as modern Christians in
voke the saints. 

27, 48: Common wine: this sour wine or vinegar as in Lk 2:1, 
36 and Jn 19, 29 is not the drink mentioned in Mt 27, 34. Some 
commentators believe that the drink (v. 48) is the "posca," a favorite 
drink of Roman soldiers. Its ingredients were sour wine, water an.J 
eggs. 

27, 51: The curtain of the temple: here and in parallel passages 
the Greek word for "curtain," which is traditionally called "veil," is 
used. In the Greek Old Testament it meant the veil between the Hc•ly 
Place and the Holy of Holies (Ex 26, 33). In the light of variulls 
texts in the Epistle to the Hebrews (e.g., 10, 19-22) many scholars 
interpret the tearing of the veil as a symbolism of the free access to 
God and reconciliation with him. Only the high priest previously 
had access to the Holy of Holies. Since the same Greek word is abo 
used for the veil covering the entrance to the Holy Place (Ex 27, 16) 
other scholars, because of Christ's death, understand the tearing of 
the veil as the symbol of the end of the Old Testament temple and 
cult. Since the three partitions in Herod's temple are the same as in 
the temple of Solomon, see the chart of the latter in Vol. 1, p. 576. 

27, 51b-53: Besides the tearing of the temple veil mentioned aho 
in Mk and Lk, Mt adds four other phenomena. Of the relatively frw 
Christian commentators attempting to interpret this baflling passage, 
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H and appeared to many. Now when the centurion, and those 
who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, saw the earth
quake and the things that were happening, they were very 
much afraid, and they said, "Truly he was the Son of God." 

" And many women were there, looking on from a distance, who 
'" had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him. Among 

thrm were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

17 The Burial Now when it was evening, there came a cer
tain rich man of Arimathea, Joseph by name, who was him-

1R self a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered the body to be given up. 

'9 And Joseph taking the body, wrapped it in a clean linen 
M doth, I and laid it in his new tomb, which he had hewn out 

in the rock. Then he rolled a large stone to the entrance of 
61 the tomb, and departed. But Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary were there, sitting opposite the sepulchre. 

62 Precautions of the Chief Priests And the next day, which 
was the one after the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and 

some understand it literally and others symbolically. Both orinions 
ndmit that the earthqu'll<e with its accompanying cracking o rocks 
is loosely connected with a number of Old Testament texts (such as 
Am 8, R·IO). The resurrection is related to the vision of Ezechiel 
(fa 37). One of the most common symbolic interiretations is: Jesus 
vanquished the power of death and thereby the time of judgment for 
•II men, including the dead, has come. The literal interpreters of these 
rvents are faced with the following questions to which they give no 
adequate answer: 1. If it is granted that those "who had fallen 
asleep" did not merely appear ( v. B) but had really arisen from 
death, were they only some or all of the holy people of Old Testa
ment times? 2. Did the resurrected people live on earth till Christ's 
•scension, or did they continue living (as Lazarus and others whom 
Christ restored to life) even after his ascension? 3. Does the evan
gelist mean to say that the people came back to life not when Christ 
died but "after his resurrection" (v. 53), so that Christ would be 
chronologically the first to arise from death, according to 1 Cor 15, 
20? 

27, 54: Son of God: see Mk IS, 39 n. 
27, %: Mary lhe molher of /ameJ and /ouph: most probably the 

snme as "the mother of James" (Mk 16, I). 
27, H-61: See par Mk IS, 42-47; Lk 23, 50-56; Jn 19, 38-42. 

If Joseph (of Arimathea) had not taken the body it would have been 
buried in a rnmmon grave with the two thieves. 

27, 61: The olher Mary: see 28, 1 n. 
27, 62: Nexl day: the Sabbath. 
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63 the Pharisees went in a body to Pilate, I saying, "Sir, ' 
have remembered how that deceiver said, while he was ~ 

64 alive, 'After three days I will rise again.' Give orders, ther 
fore, that the sepulchre be guarded until the third day, or el 
his disciples may come and steal him away, and say to ti 
people, 'He has risen from the dead'; and the last impostu 

6, will be worse than the first." Pilate said to them, "You ha· 
66 a guard; go, guard it as well as you know how." So they we, 

and made the sepulclue secure, sealing the stone, and settir 
the guard. 

Ill. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

28 
1 The Women at the Grave Now late in the night of th 

Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mar 
2 Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the sepulchre. An 

behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of th 
Lord came down from heaven, and drawing near rolled bac 

3 the stone, and sat upon it. His countenance was like light 
4 ning, and his raiment like snow. And for fear of him th 
, guards were terrified, and became like dead men. I But th 

angel spoke and said to the women, "Do not be afraid; fo 
6 I know that you seek Jesus, who was crucified. He is not hen 

for he has risen even as he said. Come, see the place whcr 
7 the Lord was laid. I And go quickly, tell his disciples that h 

has risen; and behold, he goes before you into Galilee; thcr 

27, 63: After three days 1 will rile again: a reference to Jona 
(Mt 12, 40). 

27, 64: "The last imposture," the claim of resurrection, would h 
worse than "the first," which was "stirring up the people" by hi 
teaching (Lk 23, 5). 

27, 65: Pilate: the only classical Roman writing extant in whirl 
the death of Jesus under Pilate is mentioned is the history by Tacitus 
You have a guard: this literal translation from the Greek means 
"Here is a guard." Pilate grants their request and gives them : 
guard, most probably of Roman soldiers. 

27, 66: Sealing the stone: see Dn 6, 18 n. 
28, 1-10: See par Mk 16, 1-8; Lk 24, 1-11. 
28, 1: Now late in the night of the Sabbath: the Greek reads 

"After the Sabbath." FirJt day: Sunday. The other Mary: "the mothe1 
of James" according to par Mk 16, 1 and Lk 24, 10. 

28, 2-4: According to a minority opinion of Catholic interpreters 
the earthquake and the angel are only symbolic ways of expressi111 
the glorious events of Christ's resurrection. 

28, 6-7: He ha1 ri1en ... he has ri1en: in Greek, "He has OL'tf 

raised," by God. A1 he Jaid: a reference to Christ's prophecy of hi' 
resurrection (Mt 26, 32). 
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you shall see him. Behold, I have foretold it to you." I 
e And they departed quickly from the tomb in fear and great 
9 joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them, 

saying, "Hail!" And they came up and embraced his feet and 
10 worshipped him. I Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be 

afraid; go, take word to my brethren that they are to set out 
for Galilee; there they shall see me." 

11 The Guards and the Chief Priests Now while they were 
going, behold, some of the guard came into the city and re· 

12 ported to the chief priests all that had happened. And when 
they had assembled with the elders and had consulted to

n gether, they gave much money to the soldiers, telling them, 
"Say, 'His disciples came by night and stole him while we 

14 were sleeping.' And if the procurator hears of this, we will 
u persuade him and keep you out of trouble." And they took 

the money, and did as they were instructed; and this story has 
been spread abroad among the Jews even to the present day. 

16 Commission of the Apostles But the eleven disciples went 
into Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed them to 

28, 9: Here Jesus appears for the first time, but according to Jn 
20, J4.JH the tlrst appearance of Jesus was not to the apostles but 
only to Mary Magdalene on her second visit to the tomb (her first 
visit is narrated in Jn 20, 1). Mary is also among the women men
tioned here in v. 9 as v. 1 clearly indicates her presence. One ex
planation of this discrepancy is that Mt 28, 9·10 iives a summary of 
Jn 20, 14-18 where only the particulars pertaining to Mary Magda
lene are told. They ..• embraced his feel: an expression of venera
tion (see 4 Kgs 4, 27). 

28, 10: Take word lo my brethren: Christ's words seem super
nuous since the women were already disposed to do so ("and ran 
w tell his disciples"-v. 3). 

28, 11: All that had happened: the guards reported the earth
quake and the removal of the stone (v. 2) but not that they had 
!L'Cn the risen Christ. He appeared only to a select few (according 
Lo Acts JO, 41 ). 

2R, l ~: Say: to the people. The counsel of the chief priests is 
not intelligent because, among other reasons, if the soldiers were 
sleeping how would they have known that the disciples stole the body? 

28, n: This story: the story that the disciples stole Christ's body 
(v. I~). To the pre<enl day: this was written about half a century 
ifter the event. 

28, 16-20: The disciples follow the women's instructions to go to 
Galilee (v. 10). The "mountain" (v. 1) remains indefinite as well as 
the time when the disciples went to Galilee. In addition, Mt leaves the 
reatk-r untertain as to what happened to Jesus after his command 
(v. 20\. 
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17 go. And when they saw him they worshipped him; but some 
18 doubted. And Jesus drew near and spoke to them saying, "All 
19 power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, 

therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

20 Spirit, I teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and behold, I am with you all days, even unto the con
summation of the world." 

28, 17: W orJhipped: paid homage. Doubted: since Mt mentions 
only one apparition of Christ to his disciples, the evangelist may he 
referring to previous times when the apostles doubted our Loni" 
resurrection (Mk 16, 14). 

28, 19: Some modern Catholic scholars suppose that the early 
Christians used the short baptismal formula "in Jesus' name," or its 
equivalent. (See Acts 2, 38; 19, 5; 22, 16). Only later did the full 
trinitarian formula appear (Mt 28, 19). Yet, whenever the first 
Christians used "in Jesus' name" for baptism, they implicitly acknowl
edged the Father and the Holy Spirit. In other words, when Mt put 
the full trinitarian formula on Christ's lips (perhaps the liturgy used 
it that way in the evangelist's day), the Father and the Holy Spirit 
who were implicit in the earlier short formula became explicit. This 
is only a probable theory because it may be that to baptize "in 
Jesus' name" refers to the meaning of the ritual and not to the ritual 
formula itself. 



THE 

HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST 

ACCORDING TO ST. MARK 

INTRODUCTION 

The evangelist of the second Gospel had a double name. He 
was called John Mark. The first name was Jewish, the second Roman. 
Mark was probably the son of a certain Mary at whose house in 
Jerusalem the first Christians often met (Acts 12, 12). Mark's cousin 
was Barnabas, a Cypriote (Col 4, 10). Acts 12-15 inform us that 
Mark and Barnabas accompanied Paul on his first missionary journey. 
It is not clear what kind of work Mark performed. Were his duties 
to core for room and board, to make travel arrangements, assist 
at baptisms, or was he a catechist having the foremost duty to give 
instructions? Perhaps he was both a travel secretary and a catechist 

It is unlikely that Mark knew our Lord, even though Mark was 
Peter's disciple ( 1 Pt 5, 13). It is still more unlikely that the evangelist 
was one of the seventy-two disciples. There is no certainty what
soever about the end of Mark's life. Eusebius, the first ecclesiastical 
historian, calls the evangelist the founder and first bishop of the 
Church in Alexandria, Egypt. These statements cannot be proven 
historically. 

The biography of Mark is not as impressive as his inspired and 
immortal Gospel. Following the information of lrenaeus, the second 
Gospel is often dated from between 64 A.D. when Peter was probably 
martyred, and 70 A.D. when Jerusalem fell to the Romans. Tradi
tionally, Rome has been named as the place of composition and 
Mark's readers have been described as non-Jewish people living 
outside of Palestine. These details may have been deduced from 
Mark's frequent Latin idioms and his explanations of Aramaic terms 
and Jewish customs. 

Since early writers, among them Papias, Irenaeus, Clement of 
Alexandria, call Mark the faithful interpreter of St. Peter, the 
"Rock" may be regarded as one source used by Mark for composing 
his Gospel. It is interesting to note that Peter is described more 
clearly by Mark than by the other three Gospel writers. Besides Peter, 
other sources used were oral and written tradition. 

Many experts have come to the conclusion that Mark's narrative 
•tyle is homespun when he is writing on his own but vivid when 
he reports testimony of Peter and others. (Taking the Gospel as a 
whole, its style is inferior to some parts of the third Gospel, to 
the Acts, Hebrews, and other epistles.) Whenever Mark uses incom
plete piet:es of tradition not traceable to sources, the evangelist's own 
narrative construction appears unfavorably. Yet when he relates the 
testimony of others, their narratives are complete in themselves. To 
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the relating or "reporting" facet of his style belong the vivid details 
graphic expressions and descriptions of the emotional reactions n 
various people. To the homespun facet belong the abrupt beginnin1 
of a narrative, numerous parenthetical remarks, uneven sentenc 
structure and repetitions of words and phrases. (Mark uses a tota 
of 1,270 words exclusive of proper names.) Most notorious is hi 
frequent use of "and" (in Greek, kai). See, for instance, 3, 14-18 
To illustrate the two facets of Mark's style, compare his account or 
the transfiguration in 9, 2-8 (where he is probably reporting fron 
Peter's testimony) with the appointment of the twelve apostles in 3 
13-19 (where he seems to rely on a fragmentary piece of tradition) 

A valuable finding emerges from the study of Mark's style, namely 
wherever the second evangelist owes his vivid narratives to someon<"': 
testimony and »Ot to his own art as a writer, he is handing dow1 
a tradition as he found it and he thereby heightens the historical wort! 
of that tradition. 

The division of Mark's Gospel is the least defined of all fo111 
Gospels. It is not without reason that his is called the most casual 
of the Gospels. 

In the introduction (1, 1-13) Mark announces the purpost 
or theme of his whole work: "The beginning of the Gospel ol 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (v. 1 ). This is Mark's veiled affirmation 
of his belief that Jesus is divine. In affirming his own belief that JesU! 
is God's Son, Mark's purpose is not marred by his being lesi 
systematic than Matthew in citing Old Testament texts to provt 
Christ's divine Sonship. Neither does his purpose suffer from 
etching most vividly the human Christ with almost every hucna~ 
emotion. 

It is generally agreed that Mark divides our Lord's public ministf} 
into two parts. The first part (1, 14-8, 26) on the Galilean ministry, 
is a closely packed catalogue of miracles showing that Jesus is the 
Messia, but Mark painstakingly avoids saying so. In other words, 
part one contains the famous problem of the Messianic secret: 
Christ's concealment of the facts that he is the Messia and that 
he is divine. It is undeniable that Jesus keeps the Messianic scud 
because he hides his identity from the demons (1, 34); fwm 
those miraculously cured (5, 43); from his followers (8, 30). 
The reader of Mark's Gospel receives the impression that everyo11e 
is asking, "Who is he?" The question is finally answered by Pctc1 
at Caesarea Philippi, "Thou art the Christ," i.e., the Messia (8, 29). 
Mark stresses the Messianic secret more than the other th r~ 
evangelists. 

It is clear that Mark presents the secret but the interpretation 
of the secret varies. Many understand it as a means of our Lord's 
pedagogy. Jesus did not want to swell the Jewish hope for a 
political Messia, and so he did not betray his secret for a long time. 
Perhaps the more basic reason for the Messianic secret is this: had 
Jesus revealed his divinity from the beginning, his teaching w<>11lrl 
have blinded the unprepared Jews whose traditions were rooted 1n 
almost 2,000 years of belief in one God. Therefore, Jesus only 
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slowly relined to a more spiritual idea their notion of a political 
Messia. Through the resurrection, and after Pentecost, our Lord 
finally revealed his divinity. 

Some scholars think that Mark's systematic, not falsified, presentation 
of the Messianic secret may be a reflection of Peter's personal experi
ence in growing into the understanding of Jesus--from friend to 
Messia, to God. 

The second part of the Gospel (8, 27-13, 37) extends from the 
end of the Galilean ministry to the ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem 
which begins with Peter's acknowledgment of Jesus as the Messia at 
Caesarea Philippi. This forms the turning point of the Gospel. After 
this episode Jesus focuses on training his disciples and, lastly, revealing 
to them who he really is. 

The passion and resurrection (chs. 14-16) comprise the final 
division of Mark's masterpiece. Since this section contains seventy 
per cent of all the verses in the Gospel, it has been called "a passion 
narrative with an introduction." 

In the first Christian centuries Mark's Gospel was the least com
mented on. In the fifth century there was only one ~ommentary on 
Mark. The explanation may well be that preachers found all that 
Mark said, and more, in Matthew and Luke. 

Passages of Mark's Gospel are used in the Roman MiHal only 
thirty-two times, six of them for Communion verses. The other 
three Gospels are used more frequently. 

Main divisions of the Gospel of St. Mark are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-13 · 
2. The Ministry of Jesus in Galilee, 1, 14-8, 26 
3. From the End of the Galilean Ministry to the Ministry 

in Jerusalem 8, 27-13, 37 
4. The Passion and Resurrection Narrative, 14-16 



1 

I. THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF JESUS 

1 

1 The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son o 
2 God. As it is written in Isaias the prophet: 

John the Baptist "Behold, I send my messenger befor, 
~ thee, who shafi prepare thy way, I the voice of one crying i1 

the desert, 'Make ready the way of the Lord, make straigh 
4 his paths,' " I there came John in the desert, baptizing an< 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
' And all the country of Judea went out to him, and all the in 

habitants of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him ir 
6 the river Jordan, confessing their sins. And John was clothec 

in camel's hair, with a leathern girdle about his loins, and h< 
7 ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, I "Om 

mightier than I is coming after me, the strap of whose san· 
B dais I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. I have bap· 

tized you with water, but he will bapti2e you with the Hol} 
Spirit." 

9 The Baptism of Jesus And it came to pass in those days, 
that Jesus came from Na2areth in Galilee and was baptized by 

10 John in the Jordan. And immediately on coming up from the 
water he saw the heavens opened and the Spirit, as a dove, 

11 descending and remaining upon him. And there came a voice 
from the heavens, "Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am 
well pleased." 

12 The Temptation And immediately the Spirit drove him 

1--6: There is no satisfactory solution to the order of events <le. 
scribed in these chapters and in Mt ?r---13. 

1, 1·8: See par Mt 3, 1-12. 
1, 1 : See division in the Introduction to this Gospel. 
1, 2-3: See Is 40, 3-5 n. 
1, 4: Desert: see Mt 3, 1 n. A baptism of repentance: see Mt 3, 

2 n. 
1, 6: See Mt 3, 4 o. 
1, 8: See Mt 3, 11-12 n. 
1, 9-11: For par see Mt 3, 13-17 n. 
1, 10-11: See Mt 3, 16-17 n and 3, 17 n. 
1, 12-13: For par see Mt 4, 1-11 n. 
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13 forth into the desert. And he was in the desert forty d: 
and forty nights, being tempted the while by Satan, and " 
with the wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him. 

2 

14 ln Galilee And after John had been delivered up, Je! 
15 came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom 

God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
God is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel." 

16 The First Disciples Called And passing along by the s 
of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew, casti 

17 their nets into the sea (for they were fishermen). And Jes 
said to them, "Come, follow me, and I will make you fislu 

18 of men." And at once they left the nets, and followed hi1 
19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zeb 

dee, and his brother John; they also were in their boat men 
20 ing the nets. Immediately he called them. And they left tht 

father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and follow< 
him. 

21 And they entered Caphamaum. And immediately on ti 
Sabbath he went into the synagogue and began to teac 

1, 13: Forty: see Mt 4, 2 n. Was with the wild beasts: many Bih 
experts interpret this as a picturesque detail. One of the several oth 
equally probable interpretations is that the animals symbolize tl 
withdrawal of Jesus from people. 

1, 14-15: See par Mt 4, 12-17. 
1, 15: The "kingdom of God" is spoken of as already prese 

(see Mt 3, 2 n). 
1, 16-20: It is disputed whether the call of the disciples in th 

passage (or the par Mt 4, 18-22) and Lk 5, 1-11 are two dilk1c1 
events or one event handed down according to two different traJ 
tions. (Non-Catholics give variant opinions, which range from an B• 

count that ultimately rested on Peter's reminiscences to the telli11.I( c 
a fabricated story.) 

Since Jn 21, 1-14 and Lk 5, 1-11 have only two similarities i 
common, the unfruitful all-night fishing and the extraordinary catc 
at the command of Jesus, these two narratives are usually considere 
to represent two distinct episodes. 

1, 17: Fishers of men: there is no parallel in the Bible to th1 
figure of speech, except that it is used in Jee 16, 16 where the senc 
ing of fishermen (and hunters) means God's threat to punish Jsrae 
In the Bible the figure of the fisherman gave way to the more populi 
figure of the shepherd. 

I, JR: Many experts judge from Jn 1, 35-42 that Simon (Peter 
and Andrew had already met Jesus. 

1, 20: The Gospel of Mk stresses the idea of following Christ. 
1, 21-28: See par Lk 4, 31-37 n. 
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n them. And they were astonished at his teaching; for he was 
teaching them as one having authority, and not as the Scribes. 

n The Cure of a Demoniac Now in their synagogue there 
was a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, I 

24 saying, "What have we to do with thee, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Hast thou come to destroy us? I know who thou art, the 

l' Holy One of God." And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Hold 
26 thy peace, and go out of the man." I And the unclean spirit, 

convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, went out 
27 of him. And they were all amazed, so that they inquired 

among themselves, saying, "What is this? What new doctrine 
is this? For with authority he commands even the unclean 

28 spirits, and they obey him." And rumor concerning him went 
forth immediately into all the region round about Galilee. 

19 Peter's Mother-in-law And as soon as they came out of 
the synagogue, they, with James and John, came to the house 

!O of Simon and Andrew. Now Simon's mother·in-law was keep
ing her bed sick with a fever, and they immediately told him 

!I about her. And drawing near, he took her by the hand and 
raised her up; and the fever left her at once, and she began 
to wait on them. 

12 Other Miracles Now when it was evening, and the sun 
had set, they brought to him all who were ill and who were 

H possessed. And the whole town had gathe~d together at the 
14 door. And he cured many who were afflicted with various 

diseases, and cast out many devils; and he did not permit them 
to speak, because they knew him. 

" And rising up long before daybreak, he went out and de
!6 parted into a desert place, and there he prayed. And Simon, 
l7 and those who were with him, followed him. I And they 

found him and said to him, "They are all seeking thee." 

I, 22: fftwing authority: from God. Nol as the S"ibes: who 
taught on the authority of "scribal" tradition. 

I, 24: The Holy 011e of God: see Lk 4, 34 n. 
I, 29-31 : Since the narrative seems to be told from Peter's view

point, many commentators believe the story ultimately derives from 
him. See H. 14-D n. 

I, \2-.\ I: !'or par see Mt 8, 16-17 n. 
l, 34: He did no/ permit them to speak: see the Messianic secret 

in the Introduction to this Gospel. 
1, 3~-39: See par Lk 4, 42-44. 
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38 And he said to them, "Let us go into the neighboring vil
lages and towns, that there also I may preach. For this is why 

39 I have come." And he was preaching in their synagogues, and 
throughout all Galilee, and casting out devils. 

4o A Leper And a leper came to him, entreating him; and 
kneeling down he said, "If thou wilt, thou canst make me 

41 clean." And Jesus, having compassion on him, stretched forth 
his hand and touched him, and said to him, "I will; be thou 

42 made clean." And when he had spoken, immediately the lep-
43 rosy left him, and he was made clean. Then he strictly 
44 charged him, and immediately drove him away. And he said 

to him, "See thou tell no one; but go, show thyself to the 
high priest, and offer for thy purification the things that 

4~ Moses commanded, for a witness to them." But he went out, 
and began to publish and to spread abroad the fact, so that 
Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but remained out
side in desert places. And they kept coming to him from every 
direction. 

2 
1 A Paralytic at Capharnaum And after some days, he again 
2 entered Capharnaum I and it was reported that he was at 

home. And many gathered together, so that there was no 
3 longer room, not even around the door. And he spoke the 

word to them. And they came, bringing to him a paralytic, 
4 carried by four. And since they could not bring him to Jesus 

because of the crowd, they stripped off the roof where he 
was, and, having made an opening, they let down the pallet 

' on which the paralytic was lying. And Jesus, seeing their faith, 
said to the paralytic, "Son, thy sins are forgiven thee." 

6 Now some of the Scribes were sitting there and reason-

l, 38: This is why I have come: Jesus speaks about his Messianic 
mission for the first time: he must preach ceaselessly. Although the 
crowds are captivated by his miracles, Jesus seems to assign to the 
miracles merely the subordinate role of lending authority to his 
preaching (vv. 37-39). 

I, 40-45: See par Mt 8, 1-4. 
1, 40: Leper: see Mt 8, 2 n. 
1, 44: See Mt 8, 4 n. 
2, 1-12: For par see Mt 9, 1-8 n. 
2, 1: Again: a favorite word of Mk. It is used twenty-eight times. 
2, 2-4: In the vivid details painted in local colors many form 

critics sense that the story ultimately goes back to some eyewitnesses. 
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7 ing in their hearts, "Why does this man speak thus? He 
e blasphemes. Who can forgive sins, but only God?"' And at 

once Jesus, knowing in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, said to them, "Why are you arguing these things 

9 in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Thy 
sins are forgiven thee,' or to say, 'Arise, and take up thy pal-

10 let, and walk'? I But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has power on earth to forgive sins"'-he said to the paralytic 

11 - I "'I say to thee, arise, take up thy pallet, and go to thy 
12 house." And immediately he arose and, taking up his pallet, 

went forth in the sight of all, so that they were all amazed, 
and glorified God, saying, "Never did we see the like." 

U The Call of Levi And he went forth again by the water's 
edge, and ah the crowd kept corning to him, and he taught 

I~ them. And as he was passing along, he saw Levi, the son of 
Alpheus, sitting in the tax-collector's place, and he said to 

" him, "Follow me."' And he arose and followed him. And it 
came to pass as he was at table in Levi's house, that many 
publicans and sinners were at table with Jesus and his disci-

16 pies, for there were many and they also followed him. And 
the Scribes and the Pharisees, seeing that he ate with sinners 
and publicans, said to his disciples, "Why does your master 

17 eat and drink with publicans and sinners?" And Jesus heard 
this, and said to them, "It is not the healthy who need a 
physician, but they who are sick. For I have not come to call 
the just, but sinners." 

18 The Question of Fasting And the disciples of John and the 
Pharisees were fasting. And they came, and said to him, 
"Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, 

2, 7: See Mt 9, 3-7 n. 
2, 10: So11 of Ma11: see Mt 9, 6 n. 
2, 13·17: See par Mt 9, 9-13. 
2, 14: Sec Lk 5, 27-28 n. 
2, 15: P11b/ic,,n1: the Greek word literally means tax-collectors. 

B«ause the Latin Bible (Vulgate) translated tax-collector into p11bli
rdn111, we are more familiar in English with' "publican." In reality 
those who contracted with the Romans for a certain taxable territory 
were the "publicans"; those who actually did the collecting from the 
people were the ".tax·collectors," such as Matthew (or Levi), Even 
Lalin wntcrs mentwn their greed. 

2, 16: For the artificial setting see Mt 9, 11 n. 
2, 18·22: See par Mt 9, 14-17, 
2, 18: F"u: see Mt 9. 14 n. 
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19 whereas thy disciples do not fast?" And Jesus said to them, 
"Can the wedding guests fast as long as the bridegroom is 

20 with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them 
they cannot fast. But the days will come when the bridegroom 
shall be taken away from them, and then they will fast on 

21 that day. No one sews a patch of raw cloth on an old gar
ment; else the new patch tears away from the old, and a 

22 worse rent is made. And no one pours new wine into old 
wine-skins; else the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is 
spilt, and the skins will be ruined. But new wine must be put 
into fresh skins." 

23 The Disciples Pluck Grain on the Sabbath And it came 
to pass again as he was going through the standing grain on 
the Sabbath, that his disciples began, as they went along, to 

24 pluck the ears of grain. But the Pharisees said to him, "Be
hold, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?" 

25 I And he said to them, "Have you never read what David 
did when he and those who were with him were in need, 

26 and hungry? I how he entered the house of God, when Abia
thar was high priest, and ate the loaves of proposition, which 
he could not lawfully eat, but only the priests? and how he 

27 gave them to those who were with him?" And he said to 
them, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for 

28 the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath." 

3 
1 A Man with a Withered Hand And again he entered the 

synagogue. And a man with a withered hand was there. 
2 And they were watching him, whether he cured on the Sab-
3 bath, that they might accuse him. And he said to the man 
4 with the withered hand, "Stand forth in the midst." And he 

2, 19: Bridegroom: see Mt 9, 15 n. 
2, 21-22: See Mt 9, 16-17 non these two parables. 
2, 23-28: See par Mt 12, 1-8. Since from an early date the Chris

tians observed the first day of the week as Sunday, the stories on 
the Sabbath were bound to be remembered and related. 

2, 25-26: A reference to 1 Sm 21, 1-6 where the high priest men
tioned is Achimelech not Abiathar. 

2, 27: This broad-minded interpretation of Old Testament laws 
is typical of Jesus throughout the Gospels. 

2, 28: See Mt 12, 8 n. 
3, 1-6: For par see Mt 12, 9-14 n. 
3, 4: See Mt 12, 10 n. 
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said to them, "Is irfuwful on the Sabbath to do good, or to 
do evil? to save a life, or to destroy it?" But they kept si

' Jenee. And looking round upon them with anger, and being 
grieved at the blindness of their hearts, he said to the man, 
"Stretch forth thy hand." And he stretched it forth, and his 

6 band was 'restored. But the Pharisees went out and immedi-
ately took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they 
might do away with him. 

7 The Mercy of Jesus And Jesus with his disciples withdrew 
to the sea; and there followed him a large crowd from Gali

& lee and Judea, and from Jerusalem, and from ldumea, and 
from beyond the Jordan. And of those about Tyre and Sidon, 
a large crowd, hearing what he was doing, came to him. 

9 And he told his disciples to have a small boat in readiness 
for him, because of the crowd, lest they should throng him. 

10 For he healed many, so that as many as had ailments were 
11 pressing upon him to touch him. And the unclean spirits, 

whenever they beheld him, fell down before him and cried 
12 out, saying, "Thou art the Son of God." And he charged them 

strictly not to make him known. 

13 The Choice of the Twelve And going up a mountain, he 
called to him men of his own choosing, and they came 

14 to him. And he appointed twelve that they might be with him 
1' and that he might send them forth to preach. To them he gave 

power to cure sicknesses and to cast out devils. There were 
16 Simon, to whom he gave the name Peter; j and James the 

3, ': Angll1' ••• grieved: while Mt and Lk omit this emotional 
aspect, it is customary for Mk to include it. 

3, 6: Herodian1: see the end of the Introduction to the New 
Testament. 

3, 7-12: See par Lk 6, 17-19. This canvas-like sketch contrasts 
the enthusiastic effect exerted by the miracles of Jesus (rather than 
~is preaching) over. the crowds with the mounting opposition related 
In the preceding episodes. 

3, 7: The ua: of Galilee. 
3, 8: ld1,,nea: the Edom of the Old Testament. 
3, 10: To 101"h him: see the primitive belid explained In Mt 9, 

21 n. 
3, 11 : The 11ndean 1piri11: they are spoken of as if being identical 

with the persons whom they possess, but only lhe spirits, not the 
possessed, knew who Jesus wu: "the Son of God" (v. 12). See Mt 
8, 29 n. 

3, 13-19: "And" is used fifteen times. Compare E. Hemingway's 
use of "and," e.f! .. in Farewell lo Arm1. 

3, 16-19: It u a fact for us, and perhaps it also wu for the early 
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17 son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James (these he sur-
18 named Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); and Andrew, 

and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and 
James the son of Alpheus, and Thaddeus, and Simon the 

19 Cananean, I and Judas Iscariot, he who betrayed him. 

3 

20 Blasphemy of the Scribes And they came to the house, 
and again a crowd gathered so that they could not so much 

21 as take their food. But when his own people had heard of it, 
they went out to lay hold of him, for they said, "He has 

22 gone mad." And the Scribes who had come down from 
Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebub," and, "By the prince 

23 of devils he casts out devils." And he called them to-
gether, and said to them in parables, "How can Satan 

24 cast out Satan? And if a kingdom is divided against itself, 
2' that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided 
26 against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan has 

risen up against himself, he is divided, and cannot stan,!, 
27 but is at an end. But no one can enter the strong man's 

house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the suong 
man. Then he will plunder his house. 

28 "Amen I say to you, that all sins shall be forgiven to 
the sons of men, and the blasphemies wherewith they 

29 may blaspheme; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit never has forgiveness, but will be guilty of an ever-

30 lasting sin." For they said, "He has an unclean spirit." 

31 /esus and His Brethren And his mother and his brethren 

Christians that the number Twelve is better known than some 
individual names. See table The Twelve Apostles, p. 157. 

3, 17: Boanerges: see 7, 34 n. 
3, 20-21: Mt and Lk omit this episode. It has an authentic rin,ll 

because the early Christians would hardly have fabricated this 
unflattering account. 

3, 21: His own people: not his followers or friends, but his family. 
Mad: not in the technical sense of insane, but much like our col
loquial, ""he is crazy." 

3, 22-27: See par Mt 12, 22-30. 
3, 22: Beelzebub: see Mt 12, 24 n. 
3, 27: Strong man's house ... goods: see Mt 12, 29 n. 
3, 28-29: See Mt 12, 31-32 n for the blasphemy. 
3, 31-35: For par see Mt 12, 46-50 n. 
3, 31: Brethren: in Greek, "brothers." See Mt 13, 55-56 n. It is 

generally understood that St. Joseph was dead by that time because 
he is not mentioned here nor in 6, 3. 



THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

Mt 10, 2-4 Mk 3, 16-19 Lk 8, 14-11 Acts 1, 13 

Simon } Brothers Simon Simon Peter 
~ ndrew (Mt 4, 18) James Andrew John 

James} Brothers; sons John James James 
of Zebedee 

John (Mt 4, 2ll Andrew John Andrew 
(Evangellstl 

Philip Philip Philip Phllip 
Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew Thomas 
Thomas Matthew Matthew Bartholomew 
Matthew Thomas Thomas Matthew 

(Evangelist) 

•James (of Al pheus) James James James 
Thaddeus Uude) Thaddeus Uudel Simon Simon 

("the Zealof'I 
Simon Simon Jude Jude 
Judas Judas Judas !Matthias) 

The four columns of the above table contain the same names since 
It Is generally conceded that Thaddeus Is another name for Jude. The 
order of names differs In each column, excepting the following that are 
elways in the same position: St. Peter (Simon) Is first; Philip fifth; James 
ninth; Judas, the traitor, last, except In Acts where the list refers to the 
time after his death. Futhermore, a close Inspection into each of the three 
groups of four will reveal that the same four apostles are found in each 
group but in a different order. There is no adequate explanation to date on 
why these lour lists have come down to us in the present mold. 

• (James of Alpheus). James the "son of Mary" (Mt 27, '6; 
Mk I~. 40; 16, l; Lk 24, 10) is almost certainly the same person 
as James the "brother of the Lord," i.e., James the Less, the first 
h"hop of Jerusalem. It remains a disputed question, however, whether 
this James, the brother of the Lord, is the same person as James of 
Alpheus. (See Introduction to the Epistle of St. James.) 
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came, and standing outside, they sent to him, calling him. 
32 Now a crowd was sitting about him, and they said to him, 

'"Behold, thy mother and thy brethren are outside, seeking 
33 thee." I And he answered and said to them, '"Who are mv 
34 mother and my brethren?" And looking round on those who 

were sitting about him, he said, '"Behold my mother and my 
3~ brethren. For whoever does the will of God, he is my 

brother and sister and mother." 

4 
1 Parable of the Sower . And again he began to teach by the 

water's edge. And as a great crowd gathered about him, 
he got into a boat and sat on board. And all the crowd 
remained on land facing the sea. 

2 And he taught them many things in parables, and he 
3 said to them in his instruction, '"Hear! Behold, the sower 
4 went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell by 
~ the wayside, and the birds came and ate it up. And other 

seed fell upon rocky ground, where it had not much earth; 
and it sprang up at once, because it had no depth of earth; 

6 I but when the sun rose it was scorched, and because it had 
7 no root it withered away. And other seed fell among thorns; 

and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no 
B fruit. And other seed fell upon good ground, and yielded 

fruit that grew up, made increase and produced, one thirty, 
9 another sixty, and another a hundredfold." Then he said, 

'"He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 
10 And when he was alone, those who were with him anJ 
11 the Twelve asked him about the parables. And he said to 

them, '"To you it is given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God; but to those outside, all things are treated 

12 in parables._ I that "Seeing they may see, but not perceive; 

3, 32: In all likelihood the message was orally passed on till it 
reached Jesus. 

4, 1-20: See Mt 13, 1-23. Many believe that Mk's version is a 
literal translation from an Aramaic account. 

4, 2: Parable1: see definition of parable in Mt 13, 3 n. 
4, 3-8: See Mt 13, 3-9 n. 
4, 4: In Palestine, sowing preceded plowing. 
4, 9: A hundredfold: see Mt 13, 8 n. 
4, 10-12: See Mt 13, 10-15 n. 
4, 1 l: It is xiven: a Hebrew expression to avoid the use of the 

sacred name of God. In this verse the expression ("it is given") is 
used for God who gives the mystery and who is the subject in the 
sentence "To you GOD makes known the mystery. . . ." 
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and hearing they may hear, but not understand; Jest perhaps at 
any time they should be converted, and their sins be forgiven 
them.'" 

1' And he said to them, "Do you not know this parable? 
14 How then will you understand all the parables? I The sower 
n sows the word. And those by the wayside are they in 

whom the word is sown; as soon as they have heard, 
.Satan at once comes and takes away the word that has 

16 been sown in their hearts. And those likewise who are 
sown on the rocky ground are they who, when they have 

11 heard the word, receive it immediately with joy; I and they 
have no root in themselves, but continue only for a time; 
then, when trouble and persecution come because of the 

le word, they at once fall away. And those who are sown 
19 among the thorns are they who listen to the word; I but 

the cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the desires about other things, entering in, choke the word, 

20 and it is made fruitless. And those who are sown upon 
good ground are they who hear the word, and welcome it, 
and yield fruit, one thirty, another sixty, and another a 
hundredfold." 

21 Purpose of This Teaching And he said to them, "Is a lamp 
brought to be put under the measure, or under the couch? Is 

22 it not rather to be put upon the lamp-stand? For there is 
nothing hidden that will not be made manifest; nor is any-

23 thing concealed that will not come to light. If anyone has ears 
24 to hear, let him hear.'' And he said to them, "Take heed 

what you hear. With what measure you measure, it shall 
2' he measured to you, and more shall be given to you. For 

to him who has shall be given; and from him who does not 
have, even that which he has shall be taken away.'' 

4, 14: The word: used in the sense of "the Gospel." 
4, 21-25: See par Lk 8, 16-18. There is more agreement on the 

connection of these verses with the preceding parable than on their 
original literary source. The connection may be that Jesus 
wants the kin,l(dom so well known as is the fact that a lamp diffuses 
light. Besides, our Lord warns (vv. 24-25) that God judges men by 
'Ilic amount of truth they have; and he who has truth will receive 

l

m"re, but he who has little will lose even that amount i.flte does not 
m.1kc use of it. 

I 

·I, 24: Wi1h whaJ meaJ11r11: in Mt 7, 2 this saying of Jesus is 
Ust'd in judging others. 

4, 25: The meaning is about the same a.s in Mt 25, 29. 
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26 Seed Grows of Itself And he said, "Thus is the kingdom of 
27 God, as though a man should cast seed into the earth, then 

sleep and rise, night and day, and the seed should sprout 
28 and grow without his knowing it. For of itself the earth 

bears the crop, first the blade, then the ear, then the 
29 full grain in the ear. But when the fruit is ripe, immediately 

he puts in the sickle because the harvest has come." 

30 The Mustard Seed And he said, "To what shall we liken 
the kingdom of God; or to what parable shall we compare it~ 

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown upon 
32 the earth, is the smallest of all the seeds upon the earth, \ yet 

when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than any 
herb, and puts out great branches, so that the birds of the 
air can dwell beneath its shade." 

33 And in many such parables he spoke the word to them, 
34 according as they were able to understand it; but without 

a parable he did not speak to them. But privately he ex
plained all things to his disciples. 

35 The Storm on the Lake And he said to them on that day, 
when evening had come, "Let us cross over to the other 

36 side." And sending away the crowd, they took him just as he 
was, in the boat; and there were other boats with him. 

37 And there arose a great squall, and the waves were beating 
38 into the boat, so that the boat was now filling. And he 

himself was in the stern of the boat, on the cushion, asleep. 
And they woke him and said to him, "Master, does it not 

39 concern thee that we are perishing?" Then rising up, he 
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace, be still!" 

4, 26·29: Only in this Gospel. Of about six probable opinion• 
on the fundamental meaning of this parable we give two here: I. 
After the long history of Old Testament times, God's kingdom has 
arrived among men. 2. The final end of the kingdom will come after 
the patient waiting of the just, like the harvest comes after the farmer's 
patient waiting. 

4, 27: Then J/eep ... day: the meaning is: while the man retires 
at night and arises at dawn, the seed sprouts and grows. 

4, 30·32: For par see Mt 13, 31-32 n. 
4, 32: See Mt 13, 12 n. 
4, 33·34: See par Mt 13, 34·35. 
4, 35-40: For par see Mt 8, 23-27 n. 
4, 37: A veal Jquall: see Mt 8, 24 n. 
4, 38: Master •.. peri1hing: this saying is softened in the paral

lel versions. 
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4n And the wind fell and there came a great calm. And he said 
to them, "Why are you fearful? Jue you still without faith?" 
And they feared exceedingly and said to one another, "Who, 
then, is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?" 

' 1 Expulsion of the Deflils in Gerasa And they came to 
th• other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes; 

2 I and as soon as he stepped out of the boat, there met him 
3 from the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. This man lived 

in the tombs and no one could any longer bind him, even 
4 with chains; for often he had been bound with fetters and 

chains, and he had rent the chains asunder and broken the 
fetters into pieces. And no one was able to control him. 

' And constantly, night and day, he was in the tombs and 
on the mountains, howling and gashing himself with stones. 

6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshipped 
7 him, I and crying out with a loud voice, he said, "What 

have I to do with thee, Jesus, Son of the most high God? 
A I adjure thee by God, do not torment me!'' I For he was 

saying to him, "Go out of the man, thou unclean spirit." 
9 And he asked him, "What is thy name?" And he said 

10 to him, "My name is Legion, for we are many." And he 
entreated him earnestly not to drive them out of the country. 

11 Now a great herd of swine was there on the mountain-
12 side, feeding. And the spirits kept entreating him, saying, 

"Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them." 
13 I And Jesus immediately gave them leave. And the unclean 

spirits came out and entered into the swine; and the herd, 
in number about two thousand, rushed down with great 
violence into the sea, and were drowned in the sea. 

14 But the swineherds fled and reported it in the town 
and in the country; and people came out to see what had 

I' happened. And they came to Jesus, and saw the man who 

4, 40: Ara you itill without faith?: "faith" here does not mean 
faith in divine Providence but confidence in the solicitude of Jesus 
for them. Be<:ause of his reliable help in similar times of need in 
the past, they should have had more confidence in him. See Mt 8, 27 n. 

5, 1-20: See Mt 8, 28-34. 
'· l: Ger01ene1: see Mt 8, 28 n. 
'· 11-14: See Mt 8, 32 n. 
'· 12: The demons wanted another dwelling place on earth. 
5, 15-17: The people were not impressed with Christ"s victory 

over the demons. Presumably, they were diffident about his powers. 
Brsides, the loss of the swine was probably another motive for 
requesting his departure. 
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had been afflicted by the devil, sitting clothed and in his 
16 right mind; and they were afraid. And those who had seen 

it reported to them how it had happened to the possessed 
17 man, and about the swine. And they began to entreat him 

to depart from their district. 
18 And as Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who 

had been afflicted by the devil began to entreat him that 
19 he might remain with him. And he did not allow him, hut 

said to him, "Go home to thy relatives, and tell them 
all that the Lord has done for thee, and how he has had 

20 mercy on thee." And he departed, and began to publish in 
the Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him. And all 
marvelled. 

21 The Daughter of /airus; the Woman with a Hemorrhage 
And when Jesus had again crossed over in the boat to 
the other side, a great crowd gathered together to him; anJ 

22 he was at the water's edge. And there came one of the rulers 
of the synagogue named Jairus. And seeing Jesus, he fell at 

23 his feet, I and entreated him much saying, "My daughter is 
at the point of death; come, lay thy hands upon her, that she 
may be saved and live." 

24 And he went away with him, and a great crowd was 
n following him and pressing upon him. And there was a 
26 woman who for twelve years had had a hemorrhage, I and 

had suffered much at the hands of many physicians, and 
had spent all that she had, and found no benefit, but rather 

27 grew worse. Hearing about Jesus, she came up behind him in 
28 the crowd and touched his cloak. For she said, "'If I touch 
29 but his cloak, I shall be saved." And at once the flow of 

her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she 
was healed of her affliction. 

30 And Jesus, instantly perceiving in himself that power 
had gone forth from him, turned to the crowd, and said, 

31 "Who touched my cloak?" I And his disciples said to him, 
"Thou seest the crowd pressing upon thee, and dost thou 

32 say, 'Who touched me?' " And he was looking round to 

5, 19: See Lk 8, 39 n. 
5, 20: Decapolis: see map on p. 163. 
5, 21·43: For par see Mt 9, 18-26 n. 
5, 23: At the point of death: Mt 9, 18 says, "died," a minor 

difference due most likely to oral transmission. 
5, 25: Woman ... twelve years ... hemorrhaKe: see Mt 9, 20 n. 
5, 30-34: Mk describes the cure according to the magical way that 

the woman thought it happened. See Mt 9, 21 n. 



Decapolis 
(Mark 5, 20) 

Damascus• 

~ 
~ 
'4 
~ 

~ ~. 

: ~.A 

Raphana7• 

BEA 0 

GALILEE. -, Canatha• 
Hippos··;--'.:-.. 
• Dionl "'\ 
Gadara l 

fq ..... 
f., !,ii \ 

~·~~\ "" ~ 

:ll I \ 
Phlladelphla J 

\...!-_.. 

.~r

.:_:{::: 

lllcl!>off• or "Tan Clfles"..., 1 lllll-lmown tenn el the Hme al Jesuo, llul ft lo mentioned 
only In Ml t 25, Mk 5, 20 an<! 7, 31. The Dacapolls was a loose federation of thriving Greek 
cllles In Pal.,llna. 11 wes founded between 64 to 4 B.C. lo protect the lrada rout" for 
Roman lnlerosls. The map Indicates Iha cities as given by Pliny (about 75 A.DJ who slated 
that Iha,. ten clllOI wara pnerally aweed upon In his day lo form tha district of tba 
D11capolls. Three cities lie outside of Decapolls proper. A question mark means that tha 
~I• Is uncerlll~ Lolar lists, especially In lhe second cantuty, vary In names 11\d numbm' 
of the cities. 

163 



164 ST. MARK~ 

33 see her who had done this. But the woman, fearing and 
trembling, knowing what had happened within her, came 

34 and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. But 
he said to her, "Daughter, thy faith has saved thee. Go in 
peace, and be thou healed of thy affliction." 

35 While he was yet speaking, there came some from the 
house of the ruler of the synagogue, saying, "Thy daughter 
is dead. Why dost thou trouble the Master further?" 

36 But Jesus, having heard what was being said, said to the 
ruler of the synagogue, "Do not be afraid, only have faith." 

37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and 
James, and John the brother of James. 

38 And they came to the house of the ruler of the syna
gogue and he saw a tumult, people weeping and wailing 

39 greatly. I And going in he said to them, "Why do you make 
40 this din, and weep? The girl is asleep, not dead." And 

they laughed him to scorn. But he, putting them all out, 
took the father and mother of the girl and those who were 

41 with him, and entered in where the girl was lying. And 
taking the girl by the hand, he said to her, "Talitha cumi," 

42 which is interpreted, "Girl, I say to thee, arise." And the 
girl rose up immediately and began to walk; she was 

43 twelve years old. And they were utterly amazed. I And he 
charged them strictly that no one should know of it, and 
directed that something be given her to eat. 

6 
t f esus at Nazareth And leaving that place, he went into his 
2 own country, and his disciples followed him. And when the 

Sabbath had come, he began to teach in the synagogue. And 

5, 37: The same inner circle of the twelve apostles was present at 
the transfiguration (9, 1) and at the agony of the garden ( 14, 33). 

5, 40: "The 11irl is asleep, not dead": some experts suggest that 
Jesus meant this literally and that the girl was in a coma. There is 
one principal objection to the "sleeping theory": Jesus said these 
words before he entered the room to see her. One non-Catholic scholar 
asks those who want decisive evidence that Jes11S really restored the 
girl to life: "In such a question, could any 'evidence' be decisive?" 

5, 41-43: There are several details here which may be paralleled 
with contemporary pagan miracle stories, e.g., the gesture, the 
phrase in a foreign tongue ( v. 41), food as proof of the miracle 
(v. 43). It is not considered solid scholarship to conclude that the 
event did not happen because of such similarities. 

5, 41: Talitha cumi: see 7, 34 n. 
5, 43: The change could hardly be obeyed. 
6, 1-6: See Mt 13, 55·56 n. 
6, 1: His own country: Nazareth. 
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many, when they heard him, were astonished at his d~
trine, saying, "Where did he get all this?" and, "What IS 

this wisdom that is given to him?" and, "What mean such 
3 miracles wrought by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, 

the son of Mary, the brother of James, Joseph, Jude, and 
4 Simon? And are not also his sisters here with us?" And 

they took offense at him. I And Jesus said to them, "A 
prophet is not without honor except in his own country, and 

' among his own kindred, and in his own house." And he 
could not work any miracle there, beyond curing a few sick 

6 people by laying his hands upon them. And he marvelled 
because of their unbelief. 

7 The Mission of the Apostles And he made a circuit of the 
villages, teaching. I And he summoned the Twelve and began 
to send them forth two by two; and he gave them power over 

8 the unclean spirits. I And he instructed them to take nothing 
for their journey, but a staff only-no wallet, no bread, no 

9 money in their girdle; I but to wear sandals, and not to 
10 put on two tunics. And he said to them, "Wherever you 

enter into a house, stay there until you leave the place. 
11 And whoever does not receive you, or listen to you-go 

forth from there, and shake off the dust from your feet 
12 for a witness against them." And going forth, they preached 
13 that men should repent, I and they cast out many devils, and 

anointed with oil many sick people, and healed them. 

6, 3: Carpenter: although the Greek word may mean a craftsman, 
it more probably means carpenter here. The son of Mary: a unique 
phrase in the entire New Testament. The expression does not testify 
that Jesus was born of a virgin just because Mary alone is mentioned. 
In fact, although it may be an affectionate title for moderns, here it 
may well be meant derogatorily since it was against Jewish practice 
to Jesc nbe a man by reference to his mother, unless insultingly, even 
when the father was dead. 

6. 7·1.l: For par see Mt 10, 9-14 n. The passage in this Gospel 
inspired St. Francis of Assisi to follow Lady Poverty. 

6, 7: Their activity seems to have extended all over Galilee. 
6, 8: A Slaff only: parallels Mt 10, 10 and Lk 9, 3 forbid the 

staff. 
6, 9: Wear sandals: parallels Mt 10, 10 and Luke 10, 4 forbid 

sa11Jals. Nol lo put on two tunfrs: Mt and Lk chanse this to not 
owninJ!, two tunics. 

6, 10: See Mt 10, 11 n. 
6, 13: The anointing with oil is mentioned in the New Testament 

only i_n this verse, in Lk 10, 34 and in Jas 5, 14. Here, in Mk, 
there ts no reference to the sacrament called Anointing of the Sick. 



166 ST. MARK 6 

14 Death of the Baptist And King Herod heard of him, for his 
name had become well known; and he kept saying, "John 
the Baptist has risen from the dead, and that is why 

1' miraculous powers are working through him." But others 
were saying, "It is Elias." But others were saying, "It is a 

16 prophet, like one of the prophets." I But when Herod heard 
of this, he said, "It is John whom I beheaded; he has risen 
from the dead." 

17 For Herod himself had sent and taken John, and bound 
him in prison, because of Herodias, his brother Philip's 

18 wife, whom he had married. For John had said to Herod, 
"It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife." 

19 But Herodias laid snares for him, and would have liked 
20 to put him to death, but she could not. For Herod feared 

John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and pro
tected him; and when he heard him talk, he did many 
things, and he liked to hear him. 

21 And a favorable day came when Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet to the officials, tribunes and chief men of 

22 Galilee. And Herodias' own daughter having come in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king 
said to the girl, "Ask of me what thou willest, and I will 

23 give it to thee." I And he swore to her, "Whatever thou dost 
ask, I will give thee, even though it be the half of my 

24 kingdom." Then she went out and said to her mother, 
"What am I to ask for?" And she said, "The head of 

25 John the Baptist." And she came in at once with haste to 
the king. and asked, saying, "I want thee right away to 

26 give me on a dish the head of John the Baptist." And 
grieved as he was, the king, because of his oath and his 

27 guests, was unwilling to displease her. But sending an 
executioner, he commanded that his head be brought on 

28 a dish. Then he beheaded him in the prison, I and brought 
his head on a dish, and gave it to the girl; and the girl 

29 gave it to her mother. His disciples, hearing of it, came 
and took away his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

6, 14-16: For par see Mt 14, 1-2 n. 
6, 14: King: this may have been his popular title but "Tetrarch" 

was his official ti tie. 
6, 17: Philip: he also had the name Herod. 
6, 20: Feared: revered. He did many things, and: substitute: he did 

not understand, but . . . 
6, 28: Head: there were several legends spun about the relic of 

the Baptist's head and about his body. 
6, 29: There is no historically reliable account regarding the fate 
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30 Return of the Disciples And the apostles came together to 
meet Jesus and reported to him all that they had done 

31 and taught. And he said to them, "Come apart into a desert 
place and rest a while." For there were many coming and 

32 going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they got 
into the boat and went off to a desert place apart. 

B And many saw them leaving and recognized them; and 
from all the towns they hwried on foot to the place, and 
got there ahead of them. 

34 f esus Feeds Five Thousand And when he landed, Jesus 
saw a large crowd, and had compassion on them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began 

3l to teach them many things. Now when the day was far spent, 
his disciples came, saying, "This is a desert place and the 

36 hour is already late; I send them away, so that they may go 
to the hamlets and villages round about and buy themselves 
food to eat." 

37 But he answered and said to them, "You yourselves 
give them some food." And they said to him, "Are we 
to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and 

~e give them to eat?" And he said to them, "How many 
loaves have you? Go and see." When they had found out, 
they said, "Five, and two fishes." 

of the relics of the Baptist's head or body. Tomb: it is only a 
legend that the Baptist's tomb is in Samaria. 

6, 30-33: It is disputed whether this passage'is an independent 
narrative or the introduction to the subsequent account of the loaves 
and fishes. 

6, 33: Rerognized them: another allowable translation is: "realized 
where they were going." Ahead of them: perhaps a wind delayed 
the boat. 

6, 34-44: For par see Mt 14, 13-21 n. Some agnostics interpret 
the_ story according to modern ideas (not according to the text) by 
saying that the disciples shared with Jesus what they themselves had 
hroui-:ht along. The people followed this example by sharing what 
they haJ till all were lilied and a surplus remained. In this way, Jesus 
supposedly proved that there was enough food. (Dependin,ll on the 
commentators, the similarity with 4 Kgs 42-44 is used for or 
againsl the historicity of this episode.) Among the Christian com· 
mentators, some claim that the evangelists described the miracle with 
no 1<lea of symbolizing the Eucharist (see 6, 41 n); others, and per
haps _more correctly, understand that the evangelists intended with their 
descnplion of the miraculous multiplication of loaves a symbolization 
of the_ Eucharistic meal or, at least, according to these commentators, 
the C!mst1an readers understood the account as having these 
Eu(hanst1c overtones. (See Jn 6, 1-15 n.) 

6, 37: Two hu11dred d111arii: a denarius equals a day's wages. 
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39 And he ordered them to make all the people recline in 
4o groups on the green grass. And they reclined in groups of 
41 hundreds and of fifties. And he took the five loaves and the 

two fishes and, looking up to heaven, blessed and broke 
the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before the 

42 people; and the two fishes he divided among them all. And 
43 all ate and were satisfied; and they gathered up what was 

left over, twelve baskets full of fragments, besides what 
44 was left over of the fishes. Now those who had eaten were 

five thousand men. 

O /esus Walks on the Water And immediately afterwards he 
made his disciples get into the boat and cross the sea ahead 
of him to Bethsaida, while he himself dismissed the crowd. 
And when he had dismissed them, he went away to the 

47 mountain to pray. And when it was late, the ship was 
48 in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land. And 

seeing them straining at the oars, for the wind was against 
them, about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, 
walking upon the sea, and he would have passed by them. 

49 But they, seeing him walking upon the sea, thought it was 
'o a ghost, and cried out. For they all saw him, and were 

troubled. Then he immediately spoke to them, and said to 
51 them, "Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid." I And he 

got into the boat with them, and the wind fell. And they 
'2 were utterly beside themselves with astonishment, I for they 

had not understood about the loaves, because their heart was 
blinded. 

6, 41: Although these words are said and these gestures are made 
by the father at any family meal, they remind Christians of the 
Last Supper. Looking up to heaven: the Canon of the Mass borrows 
these words. The priest says them just before the words of consecration. 

6, 45-52: For par see Mt 14, 22-23 n. 
6, 47: Late: in the evening. Ship ... land: the statement seems 

superfluous unless it means that the wind prevented the boatmen from 
joining Jesus. 

6, 48: Wind: there was no great danger to their Jives. Fourth 
watch: about 3 :00 A.M. He would have passed by tlfem: there is no 
satisfactory explanation for this statement. 

6, 52: Their heart was blinded: their minds were blinded. This 
story is considered by some non-Catholic commentators to be a 
vision of Christ after the resurrection, misplaced here by the evange
list; others consider it a pious legend; still others, an historical yet 
misinterpreted incident, namely: Jesus was walking along the water's 
edge but not upon the waters. Miracle stories, characteristically, are 
interpreted differently by scholars, not only because of the text but 
because of the different interpretation of Christ's person. 
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B Other Miracles And crossing over, they came to the land 
•4 at Genesareth and moored the boat. And when they had 

gotten out of the boat, the people at once recognized him; 
,, I and they hurried through that whole country, and began 

to bring the sick on their pallets, wherever they heard he 
'6 was. And wherever he went, into village or hamlet or town, 

they laid the sick in the market places, and entreated him 
to let them touch but the tassel of his cloak; and as many 
u touched him were saved. 

7 
1 /esus and the Pharisees And the Pharisees and some of the 

Scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered about him. 
2 And when they saw that some of his disciples were eating 

bread with defiled (that is, unwashed) hands, they found 
3 fault. For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat with· 

out frequent washing of hands, holding the tradition of 
4 the ancients. And when they come from the market, they 

do not eat without washing first. And there have been 
handed down to them many other things to observe: wash

' ing of cups and pots, and brazen vessels and beds. So the 
Pharisees and Scribes asked him, "Why do not thy dis
ciples walk according to the tradition of the ancients, in-

6 stead of eating bread with defiled hands?" But answering 
he said to them, "Well did Isaias prophesy of you hypo
crites, as it is written, 'This people honors me with their 

7 lips, but their heart is far from me; I and in vain do they 
worship me, teaching as doctrine the precep"ts of men.' 

8 '"For, letting go the commandment of God, you hold fast 
the tradition of men, the washing of pots and of cups; 
and many other things you do like to these.'' 

9 And he said to them, "Well do you nullify the com
mandment of God, that you may keep your own tradition! 

'°For Moses said, 'Honor thy father and thy mother'; and, 

6, H-,6: See par Mt 14, 34-36. The disciples sail for Bethsaida 
(v. 4') on the northeastern shore, but they land at Genesareth on the 
n?rthwestern shore, presumably oo account of the head wind (v. 48), 
I here arc other explanations for this geographical vagueness. 

6, ": Counlry: countryside. 
6, '6: A1 /ouched him: as touched it (the tassel). See Mt 9, 20 n. 
7, 1·23: See par Mt 15, 1-20. 
7, 3: On this custom, see Mt 15, 2 n. On the "tradition of the 

1ncie11ts," see Mt 15, J. 7 n. 
7, 5: Walk: live. Bread: food. 
7, 6: See Mt 15. 8-9 n. 
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'Let him who curses father or mother be put to death.' 
11 But you say, 'Let a man say to his father or his mother, 

"Any support thou mightest have had from me is Cor-
12 ban"', (that is, given to God). And you do not allow him 
13 to do anything further for his father or mother. You make 

void the commandment of God by your tradition, which 
you have handed down; and many suchlike things you do." 

14 Then he called the crowd to him again, and said to them, 
15 "Hear me, all of you, and understand. I There is nothing 

outside a man that, entering into him, can defile him; but 
the things that come out of a man, these are what defile 

16 a man. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." 
17 And when he had entered the house away from the 

crowd, his disciples began to ask him about the parable. 
18 And he said to them, "Aie you also, then, without under

standing? Do you not reali2e that nothing from outside, 
19 by entering a man, can defile him? For it does not enter 

his heart, but his belly, and passes out into the drain." 
20 Thus he declared all foods clean. I "And," he said, "the 

things that come out of a man are what defile a man. 
21 For from within, out of the heart of men, come evil 
22 thoughts, adulteries, immorality, murders, I thefts, covetous

ness, wickedness, deceit, shamelessness, jealousy, blasphemy, 
23 pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, 

and defile a man." 

4 

24 The Canaanite Woman And he arose and departed from 
there for the district of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered 

7, 11-12: The general meaning of our Lord's reprimand here and 
throughout the entire passage is that the Pharisees follow the lettn 
and not the spirit of the Mosaic Law. The specific meaning in these 
two verses may be that the man swore to give to God the means 
necessary for the support of his parents or that he swore not to 
support them at all and donate everything to God. 

7, 11 : Corban: an Aramaic word. See 7, 34 n. 
7, 19: Heart: mind. Thus he declared all foods dean: many 

scholars believe that these words have come from the evangelist and 
not from Jesus. The scholars, however, differ widely on the meaning. 
One opinion is: food, pure or impure, does not affect the moral 
worth of a man because these foods are indifferent in themselves, 
i.e., they are all clean. 

7, 21-22: See Mt 15, 19 n about the list of vices. 
7, 24-30: See par Mt 15, 21-28. The focal point of interest is not 

the miracle but the attitude of Jesus to announce the Gospel only 
to the Jews. 

7, 24: Tyre and Sidon: see Mt 15, 21 o. 
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a house, and wanted no one to know it, but he could not 
n keep it secret. For immediately a woman, whose little daughter 

had an unclean spirit, on hearing of him, came in and 
26 fell down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, a 

Syrophoenician by birth. And she besought him to cast the 
27 devil out of her daughter. But he said to her, "Let the 

children first have their fill, for it is not fair to take the 
1R rhildren's bread and to cast it to the dogs." But she answered 

and said to him, "Yes, Lord; for even the dogs under the 
29 table eat of the children's crumbs." And he said to her, 

"Because of this answer, go thy way; the devil has gone 
!O out of thy daughter." And when she went to her house, 

she found the girl lying upon the bed, and the devil gone. 

!I Healing of a Deaf-Mute And departing again from the 
district of Tyre, he came by way of Sidon to the sea of 

!? Galilee, through the midst of the district of Decapolis. And 
they brought to him one deaf and dumb, and entreated him to 

" lay his hand upon him. And taking him aside from the 
crowd, he put his lingers into the man's ears, and spitting, 

l4 he touched his tongue. And looking up to heaven, he 
sighed, and said to him, "Ephpheta," that is, "Be thou 

'' opened." And his ears were at once opened, and the 
bond of his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak 

!6 correctly. I And he charged them to tell no one. But the 
more he charged them, so much the more did they continue 

!7 to publish it. And so much the more did they wonder, 
saying, "He has done all things well. He 'has made both 
the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak." 

7, 26: The woman Wll! a Gentile: see Mt 10, ' n. 
7, 27-28: Since it is diflicult to imagine Jesus speaking so sternly 

end a woman admitting that her people ere "dogs," some scholars 
entertain the possibility that the incident may have been touched up 
In reflect the unwillingness of the first Christians to preach to the 
Gentiles. 

7, 29: In the cures narrated in this Gospel, Jesus usually performs 
them by contact or by a direct command. 

7, 31: There are several attempts to explain this confusing route. 
7, 32: D11mb: the man probably had a speech impediment. See 

7, 3,. 
7, 32-37: Only Mk relates this cure. 
7, 34: Ephpheta: some other original Aramaic words recorded 

nf Jesus are: the surname Boanerges (3, 17); "Talitha cumi'' ( 5, 
41); "Corban" (7, 11); "Abbti' (14, 36); "Eloi .• ," said at the 
crucifixion (15, 34). 
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8 
1 Jesus Feeds Four Thousand In those days when agair 

there was a great crowd, and they had nothing to eat, ht 
2 called his disciples together and said to them, "I have com

passion on the crowd, for behold, they have now been wit!· 
3 me three days, and have nothing to eat; I and if I send 

them away to their homes fasting, they will faint on tht 
4 way, for some of them have come from a distance." And hi• 

disciples answered him, "How will anyone be able h: 

5 satisfy these with bread, here in a desert?" He asked them, 
"How many loaves have you?" And they said, "Seven." 

6 And he bade the crowd recline on the ground. Then 
taking the seven loaves, he gave thanks, broke them and 
gave them to his disciples to distribute; and they set them 

7 before the crowd. And they had a few little fishes; and 
8 he blessed them, and ordered them to be distributed. And 

they ate and were satisfied; and they took up what was 
9 left of the fragments, seven baskets. Now those who hacl 

eaten were about four thousand. And he dismissed them. 

10 The Pharisees Ask a Sign And immediately getting into 
the boat with his disciples, he came into the district of 

11 Dalmanutha. And the Pharisees came forth, and began to 
dispute with him, demanding from him a sign from heaven, 

12 to test him. And sighing deeply in spirit, he said, "Why 
does this generation demand a sign? Amen I say to you, a 
sign shall not be given to this generation." 

13 The Leaven of the Pharisees And he left them, and 
14 getting back into the boat, crossed the sea. And they ha<l 

8, 1-9: Mt and Mk narrate two multiplications of loaves an<l 
fishes whereas Lk 9, 10-17 and Jn 6, 1-15 narrate only one. The long
standing opinion claims that Jesus performed this miracle on two 
different occasions. The modern opinion holds that all four Gosrt'ls 
speak of one and the same event with minor differences as to !he 
numbers of loaves, fishes, and baskets. The variations are due to va.~u<' 
oral transmission. See Jn 6, 1-15 n for a table which shows these 
minor differences. 

8, 10: Dalmanutha: there are many conjectures on the identity of 
this place. 

8, 11-21: See par Mt 16, 1-12. 
8, 11: A sign from heaven: whenever a Jewish scribe dared to 

interpret a law contrary to the opinion of the majority of his colleagues, 
he was expected to give a "sign from heaven," for instance, a clap of 
thunder. 
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11 forgotten to bring bread, and they had but one loaf with 
them in the boat. And he began to charge them, saying, "Take 
heed; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven 

10 of Herod!" And they began to argue among themselves, 
11 saying, "We have no bread." But Jesus knowing this, said 

to them, "Why do you argue because you have no bread? 
Do you not yet perceive, nor understand? Is your heart 

10 still blinded? Though you have eyes do you not see, and 
though you have ears do you not hear? And do you not 

19 remember? When I broke the five loaves among live thousand, 
how many baskets full of fragments did you take up?" 

20 They said to him, "Twelve." I "And when I broke the 
seven loaves among four thousand, how many large baskets 

21 of fragments did you take up?': They said, "Seven." And he 
said to them, "How is it that you do not yet understand?" 

22 A Blind Man at Bethsauu And they came to Bethsaida 
and they brought him a blind man and entreated him to 

H touch him. And taking the blind man by the hand, he led 
him forth outside the village; and applying spittle to his eyes, 

8, 1': In the parallel passage in Mt 16, 12 "the leaven of the 
Pharisees" means their teaching; in Lk 12, 1 where the warning a113inst 
the Pharisees is said in another context, the expression means their 
hypocrisy. It is not clear what "leaven" means here in Mk except that 
it is something common to both Pharisees and Herod. Many com
mentators agree that since "leaven" slowly fennents or "corrupts" 
dough, the "leaven of the Pharisees" alludes to their corrupting 
influence, but beyond this general meaning the orihions differ as to 
a more specific meaninf!. Since the common aim o both the Pharisees 
and Herod was a politically united Jewish state, perhaps Jesus warned 
ngninst their worldly spirit as opposed to the spiritual nature of his 
kingdom. Many scholars, especially non-Catholics, skillfully propose 
that Jesus uttered the words, but that v. 1~ should be placed before v. 
I ·I. The text of v. 16 would then follow more logically after v. 14. 
In this wise, the whole point of Christ's conversation may be inter
preted as his endeavor to make the disciples rise above the worry for 
lir..ad and attain the confidence that be can save them again from 
this situation as he did previously. 

R, 19-20: See Mt 16, 9-10 n. 
R, 22-26: There arc several similarities and several differences be

tween this cure and the one in 7, 32-37. Scholars therefore dispute 
whether there were originally one or two different cures. Hardly any
thing in the text supports the views that the gradual process of curing 
was due to a difficult physical case of blindness; that the gradual re
wvery of sight was caused by the blind man's weak faith; that Jesus 
purposely cured in stages to symbolize the disciples' gradual aware
ness of who Jesus really was. 

8, 22: Be1h1aida: this may be Bethsa.ida Julias on the northeastern 
part of the lake of Galilee. 
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he laid his hands upon him, and asked him if he saw any 
24 thing. And the man looked up, and said, "I see men a 
n though they were trees, but walking about." Then agai1 

he laid his hands upon the man's eyes, and he began t1 
see, and was restored so that he saw all things plain!) 

26 And he sent him to his house, saying, "Go to thy hous( 
and if thou enter the village, tell nobody." 

27 Peter's Confession And Jesus and his disciples went ou 
into the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the wa: 
he asked his disciples, saying to them, "Who do men sa: 

28 that I am?" I They answered him, saying, "John the Baptist 
29 others, Elias, and others, one of the prophets." Then h1 

said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter an 
30 swered and said to him, [Thou art the Christ3 And he 

strictly charged them to say nothing about him to anyone. 

31 Passion and Resurrection Foretold And he began to tead 
them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be 
rejected by the elders and chief priests and Scribes, and be 

32 put to death, and after three days rise again. And what he 
said he spoke openly. And Peter taking him aside, began 

33 to chide him. But he, turning and seeing his disciples, rebuked 
Peter, saying, "Get behind me, satan, for thou dost not mind 
the things of God, but those of men." 

8, 27-30: See par Mt 16, 13-20. 
8, 27: Caesarea Philippi: originally called Paneas. Philip, son ol 

Herod the Great, rebuilt the city and called it Caesarea Philippi to 
distinguish it from Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast. The city 
was at the mouth of the Jordan River close to the foothills of Mounl 
Hermon and about twenty miles north of the lake of Galilee. 

8, 28-30: See Mt 16, 13-17 n. 
8, 28: See Mt 16, 14 n. 
8, 31-33: For par see Mt 16, 21-33 n. Each of the first tbree 

Gospels narrates our Lord's three predictions of his passion 011J 

death. Catholic scholars tend to regard them as three distinct propl1-
ecies spoken on three different occasions as the texts say; 0<>11-

Catholic scholars tend to interpret the second and third series of pre
dictions as variants of the first, the one and only prediction made by 
Jesus on one historical occasion. 

8, 31: After three days: par Mt 16, 21 and Lk 9, 22 say more 
precisely, "the third day." According to the Hebrew way of reckoning 

·time, a part of a day is counted as a whole day. Rise a!_ain: the N~w 
Testament says indifferently that Jesus "rose" (as here; Lk 24, 46; 
Jn 20, 9) or that he was "raised up" by God, as St. Paul says (Rom 
6, 4). 

8, 33: Satan: means tempter. Peter's worldly idea of a Mes.•ia 
(those things of men) constitutes the same general kind of temptation 
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~ The Doctrine of the Croll And calling the crowd to
gether with his disciples, he said to them, "If anyone wishes 
to come after me, let him deny himself, aod take up his 

" cross, and follow me. For he who would save his life will lose 
it; but he who loses his life for my sake and for the gospel's 

~6 sake will save it. For what does it profit a man, if he 
H gain the whole world, but suffer the loss of his own soul? Or 
\H what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For who· 
~er is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulter· 
ous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man 
also be ashamed when he comes with the holy angels io 

~9 the glory of his Father.'' And he said to them, "Amen I 
say to you, there are some of those standing here who will 
not taste death, till they have seen the kingdom of God 
corning io power. 

9 
1 Je111s Transfigured Now after six days Jesus took Peter, 

)ames and John, and led them up a high mountain off by 
2 themselves, and was transfigured before them. And his gar

ments became shining, exceedingly white as snow, as no 

presented to Christ by the devil (Mt 4, 1-11). See Mt 16, 2~ o oo 
the harsh reply of Jesus. 

R, 34·39: See par Mt 16, 24-28. 
R, 34: The three requirements to become disciples of Jesus arc: 

self-denial, bearing the cross, and loyalty ("follow me"). Take ufJ 
htJ crou: when Jesus said this, he was not neces5arily alluding to 
his crucifixion. What is more certain is that he was understood in the 
light of the well-known Roman method of execution by crucifixion. 
l lc·nce, his audience did not immediately understand this to mean a 
pntient acceptance of any sacrifice, even martyrdom as we understand 
today, but they immediately pictured to themselves the devastating 
experience of the condemned person carrying his cross to the spot of 
ex(·cution. 

R, 3~·38: Sec Mt 16, 25-27 n. 
R, 3~: See Mt 16, 25 n oo the spiritual meaning of this verse. 
8, 36: See Mt 16, 26 n. 
R, 3R: Son of Ma11 .•• comes ••• his FaJher: see Mt 16, 27 n. 
R, 39: See Mt 16, 28 n. 
9, 1-7: For par see Mt 17, 1-8 n. 
9, 1: A/1., 1ix days: from Peter's confession (8, 27-30). This is 

tll<' most exact temporal statement in the Gospel of Mk before the 
Pnssion narrative. Pe/er, James and John: the same favored three 
were present at the resurrection of the daughter of Jairus and at 
Gethsemani. A hixh moumain: according to the most probable 
opinion, elating from the fourth century, this is Mount Tabor with 
an elevation of about 1,000 feel It is about ten miles southwest of 
lake Galilee. 
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3 fuller on earth can whiten. And there appeared to then 
Elias with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus 

4 And Peter addressed Jesus, saying, "Rabbi, it is good fo1 
us to be here. And let us set up three tents, one for thee 

' and one for Moses, and one for Elias." For he did nol 
6 know what to say, for they were struck with fear. And then 

came a cloud overshadowing them, and there came a voin 
out of the cloud, saying, "This is my beloved Son; hea1 

7 him." And suddenly looking round, they no longer say, 
anyone with them but only Jesus. 

8 On the Coming of Elias And as they were coming down 
from the mountain, he cautioned them to tell no one what 
they had seen, except when the Son of Man should have 

9 risen from the dead. And they kept what he said to them· 
selves, discussing with one another what the wonls, 
"When he shall have risen from the dead," might mean. 

10 And they asked him, saying, "Why then do the Pharisee! 
11 and Scribes say that Elias must come first?" But he answered 

and said to them, "Elias is to come first and will restore 
all things. But how then is it written of the Son of Man, 

U that he should suffer many things and be despised? But I 
say to you that Elias has come, and they did to him what· 
ever they wished, as it is written of him." 

13 A Possessed Boy And on coming to his disciples, he saw 
a great crowd around them, and the Scribes arguing with 

14 them. And immediately all the crowd, on seeing him, were 
amazed and struck with fear, and running up, began to 

9, 3: Elias with Moses: on the problem of how Peter knew that 
the two persons were Moses and Elias, those scholars who do 1u1t 
admit the exterior reality of the vision would most probably reply 
that Peter's knowledge of their identity was part of the literary em
bellishment of the story. Those who view the scene objectively would 
perhaps reply that the manner of dress was the clue to their identity. 

9, 4: Rabbi: the title (""my great one"), not found in the Old Tesl.1· 
ment, was probably used at the time of Christ to address a famous 
teacher. In the New Testament "rabbi" is almost always used 011/y 
in addressing Jesus. 

9, 8·12: See par Mt 17, 9-13. 
9, 10: See Mt 17, 10 n. 
9, 11: Elias is to come and will 'estore all things: see Mt 17, 

llb n. 
9, 12: See Mt 11, 14 n. 
9, 13-28: For par see Mt 17, 14-20 n. 
9, 14: The description of the crowd's amazement is a detail char

acteristic of the evangelist. 
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1' greet him. And he asked them, ''What are you arguing 
16 about among yourselves?" And one of the crowd answering, 

said, "Master, I have brought to thee my son, who has a 
17 dumb spirit; I and wherever it seizes him it throws him down, 

and he foams and grinds his teeth; and he is wasting away. 
And I told thy disciplC9 to cast it out, but they could not." 

18 And he answered and said to them, "O unbelieving gen-
rntion, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put 

19 up with you? Bring him to me." And they brought him to 
him; and the spirit, when it saw Jesus, immediately threw the 
boy into convulsions, and he fell down on the ground, and 

20 rolled about foaming at the mouth. So he asked his father, 
"How long is it since this has come upon him?" And he said, 

21 "From his infancy. Oftentimes it has thrown him into the 
fire and into the waters to destroy him. But if thou canst do 

22 anything, have compassion on us and help us." But Jesus 
said to him, "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 

n him who believes." At once the father of the boy cried out, 
and said with tears, "I do believe; help my unbelief." 

24 Now when Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, 
he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "Thou deaf and 
dumb spirit, I command thee, go out of him and enter him 

2' no more." And crying out and violently convulsing him, it 
went out of him, and he became like one dead, so that many 

26 said, "He is dead.'' But Jesus took him by the hand, and 
raised him and he stood up. 

27 And when he had come into the house, his disciples asked 
2e him privately, "Why could not we cast it ouq" And he said 

to them, "This kind can be cast out in no way except by 
prayer and fasting." 

29 The Second Prediction of the Passion And leaving that 
place, they were passing through Galilee, and he did not wish 

9, 16: A d11mb spiril: either the boy was mute or the "spirits" 
ttf used to ~peak. 

9, 17: See Mt 17, 14 n. 
9, 18: See Mt 17, 16 n. 
9, 23: Help my 11nbelief: he aslcs that he may be given mo.re con

fidenre in th~ power of Jesus to perform the cure. 
9, 24: See Mt 17, 17 n. 
9, 28: Ana falling: probably not in the original tert See Mt 

17, 20 n. 
9, 29·31: For par see Mt 17, 21-22 n. The second prediction of 

!he Passi.on in the Gospels of Mt, Mk and lk is the most meager in 
111format1on of all three predictions. It does not contain the rejection 
hy the Jewish leaders (as in the fust prediction) nor the torture by 
the RomllnS (as in the third), 
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30 anyone to know it. For he was teaching his disciples, anc 
saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be betrayed into th< 
hands of men, and they will kill him; and having beer 

31 killed, he will rise again on the third day." But they did 001 

understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 

32 Against Ambition and Envy And they came to Caphar· 
naum. When he was at home, he asked them, "What were 

33 you arguing about on the way?" But they kept silence, for on 
the way they had discussed with one another which of them 

34 was the greatest. And sitting down, he called the Twelve and 
said to them, "If any man wishes to be first, he shall be last 

3' of all, and servant of all." And he took a little child, and 
set him in their midst, and taking him into his arms, he said 

36 to them, [ "Whoever receives one such little child for my 
sake, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me 
but him who sent me." 

37 John said to him, "Master, we saw a man who was not 
one of our followers casting out devils in thy name, and we 

38 forbade him." But Jesus said, "Do not forbid him, because 
there is no one who shall work a miracle in my name, an<l 

39 forthwith be able to speak ill of me. For he who is not 
4o against you is for you. For whoever gives you a cup of water 

to drink in my name, because you are Christ's, amen I say 
to you, he shall not lose his reward. 

41 Avoiding Scandal "And whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it were better for him if a 
great millstone were hung about his neck, and he were thrown 

9, 30: The term, "the Son of Man," is used in the three accounts 
of the predictions by Mt, Mk and Lk, except in the first prediction 
in Mt. 

9, 32-36: See par Mt 18, 1-4. 
9, 33: This statement is oot found in par Mt 18, 1, for Mt char

acteristically softens whatever may cast an unfavorable light on the 
disciples. 

9, 35-36: In par Mt 18, 4, the child is used to teach humility; 
here, Jesus uses the child to teach the welcoming of the most needy 
members of the community. 

9, 37-40: See par Lk 9, 49-50. Most scholars reject the opinion 
that the recording of the episode involving the strange exorcist was 
influenced by a similar incident which happened to Moses (Nm 11, 
26-29). 

9, 40: Rather than by content, this verse is connected verbally hy 
the use of "name" with vv. 37-39. 

9, 41: For par see Mt 18, 6 n. 
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o into the sea. If thy hand is an occasion of sin to thee, cut 
it off! It is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than, 
having two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire, 

O 'Where their worm dies not, and the lire is not quenched.' 
44 "And if thy foot is an occasion of sin to thee, cut it off! 

It is better for thee to enter into life everlasting lame, than, 
having two feet, to be cast into the hell of unquenchable lire, 

O 'Where their worm dies not, and the lire is not quenched.' 
46 "And if thy eye is an occasion of sin to thee, pluck it out! 

It is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
47 one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell-lire, 'Where 

their worm dies not, and the lire is not quenched.' 
4e "For everyone shall be salted with lire, and every victim 
49 shall be salted. Salt is good; but if the salt becomes insipid, 

what shall you season it with? Have salt in yourselves, and 
be at peace with one another." 

5 

10 
l And leaving that place, he came to the district of Judea 

beyond the Jordan, and crowds again flocked to him. And as 
had been his custom, he began to teach them. 

2 The Question of Divorce And some Pharisees coming up 
asked him, testing him, "Is it lawful for a man to put away 

3 his wife?" But he answered and said to them, "What did 
4 Moses command you?" They said, "Moses' permitted us to 
' write a notice of dismissal, and to put her away." But Jesus 

said to them, "By reason of the hardness of your heart he 
6 wrote you that commandment. But from the beginning of 
7 creation God made them male and female. 'For this cause a 

9, 42-46: These verses are briefer in par Mt 18, 8-9. Sec Mt 5, 
29·.lO n. 

9, 43: Most textual critics hold that this quotation of Is 66
1 

24 
("Where their worm dies not," etc.) is not found in vv. 43 and 45 
in the original text but only in v. 47. 

9, 48-49: These three sayings are only loosely related with the 
notion of scandal in the .preceding verses. 

9, 4R: Every cereal offering to God had to be salted to be accepted 
(see Lv 2, 13). So must every disciple be "salted" through the puri
fying fire of sufferings sent by God. 

9, 49: See Mt 5, 13 n. 
10, 2-9: See par Mt 19, 3·9. 
10, 2: For the evangelist"s addition of "for any cause" and its 

explanation, see Mt 19, 3 n. 
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man shall leave his father and mother, and cleave to his 
e wife, and the two shall become one flesh.' Therefore now 
9 they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God 

has joined together, let no man put asunder." 
10 And in the house, his disciples again asked him concern-
11 ing this. And he said to them, "Whoever puts away his wife 
12 and marries another, commits adultery against her; and if 

the wife puts away her husband, and marries another, she 
commits adultery." 

B Jesus Blesses the Children And they were bringing little 
children to him that he might touch them; but the disciples 

14 rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw them, 
he was indignant, and said to them, "Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for of such is the king· 

15 dom of God. Amen I say to you, whoever does not accept 
the kingdom of God as a little child will not enter into it." 

16 And he put his arms about them, and laying his hands upon 
them, he began to bless them. 

17 The Danger of Riches And as he was going forth on his 
journey, a certain man running up fell upon his knees before 
him, and asked him, "Good Master, what shall I do to gain 

le eternal life?" But Jesus said to him, "Why dost thou call 
19 me good? No one is good but only God. I Thou knowest the 

commandments: 
"Thou shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt not kill, thou 

shalt not steal, ·thou shalt not bear false witness, thou shalt 
not defraud, honor thy father and mother." 

20 And he answered and said, "Master, all these I have kept 
21 ever since I was a child.'' And Jesus, looking upon him, loved 

10, 8: See Mt 19, 7-8 n. 
10, 11-12: For the explanation on divorce see Mt 19, 9 n. 
10, 13·16: See par Mt 19, 13-15. 
10, 13: Touch them: bless them, as explained in v. 16. 
10, 15: The expression "the kingdom of God" is here used in 

the double sense of entry into the kingdom on earth (see Mt 3, 2 n) 
and into the final kingdom at the end of time. 

10, 16-17: See Mt 19, 16-17 n. 
10, 16:_ Laying his hands .•• bless them: he blessed them by 

placmg his hands on them. It is characteristic for the evangelist to 
mclude the human side of Jesus. 

10, 17·31: For par see Mt 19, 16-30. 
10, 19: See Ex 20, 12-16; Dt 5, 16-20. The reading "Thou shalt 

not kill" should precede "Thou shalt not commit adultery" as in 
Mt 19, 18. 
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him, and said to him, "One thing is lacking to thee; go, sell 
whatever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 

22 treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." But his face fell 
at the saying, and he went away sad, for he had great pos
sessions. 

23 And Jesus looking round, said to his disciples, "With what 
difficulty will they who have riches enter the kingdom of 

H God!" I But the disciples were amazed at his word. But JesWI 
again addressed them saying, "Children, with what difficulty 
will they who trust in riches enter the kingdom of God! 

n It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, 
26 than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God!" But they 

were astonished the more, saying among themselves, "Who 
27 then can be saved?" And looking upon them, Jesus said, 

"With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things 
are possible with God." 

!8 Peter began to say to him, "Behold, we have left all and 
19 followed thee." Answering, Jesus said, "Amen I say to you, 

there is no one who has left house, or brothers, or sisters, or 
mother, or father, or children, or lands, for my sake and for 

10 the gospel's sake, who shall not receive now in the present 
time a hundredfold as much, houses, and brothers, and sis
ters, and mothers, and children, and lands-along with per

il sccutions, and in the age to come life everlasting. But many 
who are first now will be last, and many who are last now 
will be first," 

12 The Third Prediction of the Passion 'fhey were now on 
their way, going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus was walking on 
in front of them, and they were in dismay, and those who fol
lowed were afraid. And again taking the Twelve, he began 

B to tell them what would happen to him, saying, "Behold, we 
are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be be
trayed to the chief priests and the Scribes; and they will 
condemn him to death, and will deliver him to the Gentiles; 

10, 2~: A choracteristic Semitic hyperbole. 
10, 26·27: See Mt 19, 26 n. 
10, 30: The "K• 10 ""ne: see its parallel expression "regeneration" 

as explained in Mt 19, 28 n. 
10, 32-34: For par see Mt 20, 17-19 n. The third series of 

Christ's prediction of his possion and death features more details 
than the previous two ond is closest to the actual Passion narrative 
itself. 

10, 32: Jerusalm1: This is the first time that the evangelist men
tions Jerusalem as the goal of the journey. 
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~ and they will mock him, and spit upon him, and scourge him, 
and put him to death; and on the third day he will rise again." 

3~ Ambition of /ames and /ohn And James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, came to him, saying, "Master, we want thee 

36 to do for us whatever we ask." But he said to them, "What 
37 do you want me to do for you?" I And they said, "Grant to 

us that we may sit, one at thy right hand and the other at 
38 thy left hand, in thy glory." But Jesus said to them, '"You 

do not know what you are asking for. Can you drink of the 
cup of which I drink, or be baptized with the baptism with 

39 which I am to be baptized?" And they said to him, "We can." 
And Jesus said to them, "Of the cup that I drink, you shall 
drink; and with the baptism with which I am to be baptized, 

40 you shall be baptized; I but as for sitting at my right hand 
or at my left, that is not mine to give, but it belongs to those 
for whom it has been prepared." 

41 And when the ten heard this, they were at first indignant 
42 at James and John. But Jesus called them and said to them, 

"You know that those who are regarded as rulers among 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise 

43 authority over them. I But it is not so among you. On the 
contrary, whoever wishes to become great shall be your 

44 servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be 
4~ the slave of all; I for the Son of Man also has not come to 

be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many." 

10, 35-45: See par Mt 20, 20-28. 
10, 35: See Mt 20, 21 n. 
10, 42-45: Jesus contrasts the assertive earthly rulers with the 

Christian spirit of service and offers himself as a model. 
10, 45: To give his life as a ransom for many: many commentators 

understand these words of Jesus as a reference to the redemptive ef
fect of his death through an allusion to the servant (Is 53, 12) who 
offers his life for the expiation of the sins of others, " ... he sur
rendered himself to death . • • he shall take away the sins of many . 
. . . " The phrase "for many" does not mean that Jesus did not die 
for all. It is used as in Is 53, 12 where the one redeeming servant 
is contrasted with the multitude of the others (all men). Not only 
the notion of expiatory death of the Messia was strange to Jewish 
ears but that the people needed to be redeemed from sin was also 
foreign to them. 

It is still disputed whether the phrase, "to give his life as a ran
som for many," is out of context. First, it is not included in par Lk. 
Second. there is a sudden shift in the context from service to ran
som. Third, the ransom doctrine is more characteristic of St Paul's 
teaching than of Mt, Mk and Lk. 
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46 The Blind Bartimeus And they came to Jericho. And as he 
was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a very great crowd, 
Bartimeus, a blind man, the son of Timeus, was sitting by 

47 the wayside, begging. And hearing that it was Jesus of Naza
reth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have 

4B mercy on me!" And many angrily tried to silence him. But 
he cried out all the louder, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

~~ Tlaen Jesus stopped and commanded that he should be called. 
And they called the blind man and said to him, "Take 

lO courage. Get up, he is calling thee." And throwing off his 
ll cloak, he sprang to his feet and came to him. And Jesus 

addressed him, saying, "What wouldst thou have me do for 
thee?" And the blind man said to him, "Rabboni, that 1 may 

l2 see." And Jesus said to him, "Go thy way, thy faith has 
saved thee." And at once he received his sight, and followed 
him along the road. 

6 

11 
1 Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem And when they drew 

near to Jerusalem and to Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, 
2 he sent two of his disciples, I and said to them, "Go into the 

village opposite you, and immediately on entering it you will 
find a colt tied, upon which no man has yet sat; loose it, and 

3 bring it. And if anyone say to you, 'What are you doing?' 
you shall say that the Lord has need of it, and immediately 
he will send it here." , 

4 And they went their way and found a colt tied at a door 
5 outside in the street, and they loosed it. And some of the by

standers said to them, ""What are you doing, loosing the 
6 colt?" But they answered them as Jesus had told them to 

do, and they let them go. 
7 And they brought the colt to Jesus, and threw their cloaks 
e over it, and he sat upon it. And many spread their cloaks 

10, 46-52: For par see Mt 20, 29'34 n. 
10, 46: Bar1imeu1: among the parallel accounts only Mk gives the 

name of the blind man and the detail of the cloak (v. 50). 
10, 51: Rabboni: Aramaic for ""my master." See 9, 4 n on "rabbi." 
11, I· I I : These verses indicate the beginning of the ministry of 

Jesus in Jerusalem since it is the first time that the evangelist men-
1 iuns our Lord"s presence in Jerusalem. (See par Mt 21, 1-11.) 

11, 1: Mou111 of Olive1: see Mt 21, 1 n. 
11, 2-IU: See Mt 21, 2-9 n. 
11, 2-3: See Mt 21, 2-3 n. 
11, 3: 1"he Lord: see Mt 21, 3 n. 
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upon the road, while others were cutting branches from the 
9 trees, and strewing them on the road. And those who v.:ent 

before him, and those who followed, kept crying out, saylllg, 
10 "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that comes! 
Hosanna in the highest!" 

11 And he went into Jerusalem, into the temple. And when 
he had looked round upon all things, then, as it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 

12 Tesus Curses a Fig Tree And the next day, after they had 
13 left Bethany, he felt hungry. And seeing in the distance a fig 

tree in leaf, he went to see if he might find anything on it. 
But when he came up to it, he found nothing but leaves; for 

14 it was not the season for figs. Then he spoke to it saying, 
"May no one ever eat fruit of thee henceforward forever." 
And his disciples heard. 

11, 10: Hosanna: a Hebrew word meaning "save, we pray." In 
the New Testament the word is found on this occasion of Christ's 
entry into Jerusalem. The phrase was originally prayed in time of 
danger; gradually it came to signify in the liturgy a shout of joy. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!: see Ps 117, 26 n. 
Our father David: it is unusual in the Bible to call David "our 
father" because this honorific title is reserved especially for the patri
archs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In fact, the whole formula "Blessed 
is the kingdom of our father David that comes!" is infrequent. The 
only kingdoms that come are those of God or of the Messia. See Ps 
117, 26 n. 

11, 11 : This anticlimactic sequel must have disappointed the 
people. It is not difficult to see how they would soon tum against 
Jesus on "Good Friday." (There are no cogent reasons to affirm that 
those who acclaimed him [see vv. 7-10] were only Galilean pilgrims 
and that the "Good Friday" crowd comprised only Judeans.) 

11, 12-14: See par Mt 21, 18-19. 
11, 13: It was not the season for fiv: in April the figs are only 

in the embryonic stage. (The evangelist speaks a few days before 
Easter.) In June the fruit matures; in August the late-season figs 
mature. 

11, 14: The difficulty is: why does Jesus curse a fig tree for not 
bearing fruit out of season to satisfy his hunger? His conduct is 
generally interpreted as a symbolic action or "an acted parable" 
similar to those of the Old Testament prophets (Jer 18, 1-12). Ac
cording to one interpretation the fig tree symbolizes Israel planted by 
God, but it failed to bear the spiritual fruit of conversion. The curs
ing symbolizes God's condemnation of the people. Some serious ob
jections to this interpretation are: 1. (This is the most cogent objec
tion.) This action attributed to Jesus is far out of proportion to the 
motive of hunger and, therefore, unworthy of him. 2. Can the 
cursing of a fig tree at a time when it could not yet bear fruit be 
considered as an adequate symbol of the condemnation of the Chosen 
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n Cleansing of the Temple And they came to Jerusalem. 
And he entered the temple, and began to cut out those who 
were selling and buying in the temple; and he overturned 
the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who 

16 sold the doves. He would not allow anyone to carry a vessel 
17 through the temple. And he began to teach, saying to them, 

"Is it not written, 'My house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all the nations'? But you have made it a den of 
thieves." 

1s And the chief priests and the Scribes heard it, and they 
sought a way to destroy him; for they were afraid of him, 

19 because all the crowd were astonished at his teaching. And 
when it was evening he went out of the city. 

20 And as they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig 

People? 3. There is no hint given by Jesus that he wants to be inter· 
preted symbolically. 4. Peter's reaction (v. 21) shows no awareness 
of a symbolic meaning of the curse. 5. The evangelist seems to present 
this episode literally as an act of Jesus to show his divinity. Many 
modern scholars admittedly conjecture that the evangelist transformed 
into a factual miracle story the parable of the barren .fig tree, recorded 
in Lk 13, 6-9. 

II, 15·19: See par Mt 21, 12·17. According to the opinion of 
older commentators, Jesus cleansed the temple twice; the majority of 
moderns hold that Jesus cleansed it only once, but its date remains 
a moot question. The three Gospels of Mt, Mk, and Lk place this 
episode at the beginning of Christ's last week (Mt and Lk on the day 
of his triumphal entry into Jerusalem and Mk on the day after). The 
Gospel of Jn places 1t at the beginning of Christ's ministry. 

It is not clear in what sense our Lord's cleansing of the temple 
was Messianic. It was Messianic insofar as it reali;:ed the renewal of 
the temple as announced in Ez 4{}-48, but it is not clear just how 
much Jesus claimed it to be a Messianic action or how deeply the 
people understood it as Messianic. 

11, 15: The tem/J/e: in what was/robably the Court of the Gen· 
tiles, oxen, sheep, and doves were sol for sacrifice. Roman and Greek 
rnins were exchanged for Jewish and Tyrian coins, as these were the 
D11ly two acceptable for temple offerings. People also came to pay 
!heir annual temple tax (Mt 17, 23). Sellin?, ond buyinx: the temple 
rricsts were ultimately responsible for allowing it to happen that the 
111oney changers and the sellers of animals overcharged the pilgrims. 
Jesus does not object to the convenience of proper selling and buying 
)r lo the system of sacrifice. 

11, 16: This verse is a peculiarity of the evangelist's narrative. 
It is a prohibition to pedestrians to use the Court of the Gentiles as a 
1hort-rut to other parts of the city. 

11, I 7: For o// the no1ion1: of all the four evangelists it is Mk 
1lone who completes the quote from Is 56, 7. A den of 1hie11e1: 
.ompare Jer 7, 11. 

11, IR: The popularity of Jesus foiled their plans temporarily. 
11, 20: / 11 the morninx: according to this evangelist, the cursing 

>f the fig tree (vv. 12-14) took place the preceding day. Mt has the 
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21 tree withered from the roots. And Peter, remembering, said 
to him, "Rabbi, behold, the fig tree that thou didst curse is 

22 withered up." But Jesus answered and said to them, "Have 
23 faith in God. I Amen I say to you, whoever says to this 

mountain, 'Arise, and hurl thyself into the sea,' and does 
not waver in his heart, but believes that whatever he says will 

24 be done, it shall be done for him. Therefore I say to you, all 
things whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you shall 

2~ receive, and they shall come to you. And when you stand up 
to pray, forgive whatever you have against anyone, that 
your Father in heaven may also forgive you your of-

26 fenses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in 
heaven forgive you your offenses." 

21 The Authority of Tesus And they came back to Jerusalem. 
And as he was wafking in the temple, the chief priests and 

28 the Scribes and the elders came to him, I and said to him, 
"By what authority dost thou do these things?" and, "Who 

29 gave thee this authority to do these things?" I But Jesus 
answered and said to them, "I also will ask you one question, 
and answer me; then I will tell you by what authority I 

30 do these things. Was the baptism of John from heaven, or 
31 from men? Answer me." But they began to argue among 

themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say, 
32 'Why then did you not believe him?' I But if we say, 'From 

men' "-they feared the people; for all regarded John as 
33 really a prophet. And they answered Jesus and said, "We 

do not know." And Jesus answering, said to them, "Neither 
do I tell you by what authority I do these things." 

12 
1 Parable of the Vine-dressers And he began to speak to 

cursing and the .6g tree's "withering" as well as the subsequent con
versation take place within the same day (Mt 21, 18-19). In Lk the 
incident is not mentioned at all, probably because of bis parable on 
a fig tree (Lk 13, 6-9). 

11, 23: Heart: mind. 
11, 24: U you are disposed to believe that you have received 

everything you have asked for in prayer, it shall come to you. 
11, 27-33: See par Mt 21, 23-27. 
11, 27: As he was walking in the temple: see Lk 20, 1-8 n. 
11, 28: By whtZt authority: see Mt 21, 23 n. 
11, 30: See Mt 21, 25 n. 
12, 1-12: See par Mt 21, 33-46. 
12, 1: For the cast of this allegory, see Mt 21, 33 n. See Is '· 

1-7 n for a precedent of Israel pictured as God's vineyard. 
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them in parables. "A man planted a vineyard, and put a 
hedge about it, and dug a wine vat, and built a tower; then 

2 he let it out to vine-dressers, and went abroad. And at the 
proper time he sent a servant to the vine-dressers to receive 
from the vine-dressers some of the fruit of the vineyard; I 

' but they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-
4 handed. And again he sent another servant to them; but this 
1 one they wounded in the head and treated shamefully. And 

again he sent another, and him they killed, and many others; 
6 beating some, and killing some. Now he still had one left, 

a beloved son; and him he sent to them last of all, saying, 
'They will respect my son.' 

7 "But the vine-dressers said to one another, 'This is the heir; 
B come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.' So 

they seized him and killed him, and cast him out of the 
11 vineyard. What therefore will the owner of the vineyard do? 

He will come and destroy the vine-dressers, and will give the 
10 vineyard to others. And have you not read this Scripture: 

'The stone which the builders rejected, has become the corner 
II stone; by the Lord this has been done, and it is wonderful in 

our eyes'?" 
12 And they sought to lay hands on him, but they feared the 

crowd; for they knew that he had aimed this parable at them. 
And leaving him, they went their way. 

n Tribute to Caesar And they sent to him certain of the 
Pharisees and Herodians, that they might trap him in his talk. 

14 And they came and said to him, "Master, M know that thou 
art truthful, and that thou carest naught for any man; for 
thou dost not regard the person of men, but dost teach the 
way of God in truth. Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar; or 

1' shall we not give it?" But knowing their craftiness, he said 
to them, "Why do you test me? Bring me a denarius to look 

16 at." I So they brought one. Then he said to them, "Whose 
are this image and the inscription?" They said to him, 

17 "Caesar's.'' I And Jesus answered and said to them, "Render, 

12, 7: Besides some underlying legal basis, this reasoning was 
true to life among the ignorant and poverty-ridden peasants of these 
areas. 

12, 8: See Mt 21, 39 n. 
12, to: See Acts 4, 11 n. 
12, 13-17: For par see Mt 22, 15-22 n. 
12, 13: Trap him: see Lk 20, 20 n. 
12, 14: See Mt 22, 16 n. Tribute: poll tu. 
12, 16-17: See Mt 22, 20-21 n. 
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therefore, to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God 
the things that are God's." And they marvelled at him. 

1e The Sadducees and the Resurrection And there came to 
him Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, and they be-

19 gan to question him, saying, "Master, Moses has written for 
us that 'if a man's brother die, leaving a wife but no children, 
his brother shall take the widow and raise up issue to his 

20 brother.' I Now there were seven brothers. And the first took 
21 a wife, and dying, left no issue. And the second took her, and 

died, without leaving issue either; and the third likewise. 
22 And the seven took her in the same way,_ and left no issue. 
23 Last of all the woman also died. I At the resurrection, there· 

fore, when they rise, of which of them will she be wife? For 
the seven had her as wife." 

24 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Is not this why 
you err-because you know neither the Scriptures nor the 

2~ power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they will 
neither marry nor be given in marriage, but are as angels in 

26 heaven. But as to the dead rising, have you not read in the 
book of Moses about the Bush, how God spoke to him, saying, 
'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob'? 

27 "He is not the God of the Dead, but of the living. You are 
therefore entirely wrong." 

28 The Great Commandment And one of the Scribes came 
forward who had heard them disputing together; and seeing 
that he had answered them well, he asked him which was 

29 the first commandment of all. But Jesus answered him, "The 
first commandment of all is, 'Hear, 0 Israel! The Lord our 

12, 18-27: See par Mt 22, 23-33. 
12, 18-23: See Mt 22, 25-28 n. 
12, 19: See the levirate marriage in Dt 25, 5-10. 
12, 24-27: In a veiled manner Jesus says that personal immortality 

is based on union with God. 
12, 24: You know neither the Scripture1 nor the power of God: 

see Mt 22, 29 n. 
12, 26-27: On this kind of arguing which is foreign to us, see 

Mt 22, 31-32 n. 
12, 28-31: See par Mt 22, 34-40. 
12, 28: Which WaJ the {irJt commandment of all: see Mt 22, 36 n. 
12, 29: ]e1u1 amwered: see Lk 10, 25-28 n. Hear, 0 Israel! ... 

one God: this formula, missing in the parallel passages of Mt and Lk, 
constitutes the opening verse of the daily Jewish prayer, the Shema. 
The formula connoted the one God who chose Israel; total Juve 
(v. 30) is Israel's response. 
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\o God is one God; and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy 
whole mind, and with thy whole strength.' 

31 "This is the first commandment. I And the second is like it, 
'Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.' 

32 "There is no other commandment greater than these." I And 
the Scribe said to him, "Well answered, Master, thou hast 
uid truly that he is one and that there is no other besides 

33 him; and that he should be loved with the whole heart, and 
with the whole understanding, and with the whole soul, and 
with one's whole strength; and that to love one's neighbor as 
oneself is a greater thing than all holocausts and sacrifices.'' 

34 And Jesus, seeing that he had answered wisely, said to him, 
"Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.'' And no one 
after that ventured to ask him questions. 

3' The Son of David And while Jesus was teaching in the 
temple, he addressed them, saying, "How do the Scribes say 

\6 that the Christ is the Son of David? For David himself says, 
by the Holy Spirit, 'The lord said to my Lord: Sit thou at 
my right hand, till I make thy enemies thy footstool.' 

37 "David himself, therefore, calls him 'Lord'; how, then, is 
he his son?" And the mass of the common people liked to 
hear him. 

3R Hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees And in the course 
of his teaching he said to them, "Beware of the Scribes, who 
like to walk about in long robes, and to be greeted in the 

39 market place, / and to have the front seats in the synagogues 
~o and the first places at suppers; I who devour the houses of 

the widows, making pretense of long prayers. These shall re-
ceive a heavier sentence.'' 

4t The Widouls Mite And Jesus sat down opposite the 
treasury, and observed how the crowd were putting money 
into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in 

12, 30: See Dt 6, 5 n. 
12, 31: See Lv 19, 18 n. 
12, '15-37: See par Mt 22, 41-46. 
12, n: See Mt 22, 46 n. 
12, 37: See Mt 22, 45 n. 
12, 38-40: See par Mt 23, 6-7. 
12, ·11-44: See par Lk 21, 1-4. 
12, 41: The treasury: this probably refen to chests along the wall 

of the Court of the Women at the temple. 
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42 large sums. And there came one poor widow, and ~he _p~t ii 
43 two mites, which make a quadrans. And he called his d_1sciple: 

together, and said to them, "Amen I say to you, this poo1 
widow has put in more than all those who have been puttin1 

44 money into the treasury. For they all have put in out of thei1 
abundance; but she out of her want has put in all that sht 
had-all that she had to live on." 

13 
1 Destruction of Jerusalem and End of the World And 

as he was going out of the temple, one of his disciples said 
to him, "Master, look, what wonderful stones and buildings!" 

2 And Jesus answered and said to him, "Dost thou see all 
these great buildings? There will not be left one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.'' 

3 And as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, opposite 
the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked 

4 him privately, '"Tell us, when are these things to happen, and 
what will be the sign when all these things will begin to 
come to pass?" 

And in answer Jesus began to say to them, "Take care 
6 that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, 
7 saying, 'I am he'; and they will lead many astray. But when 

you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; 
8 for they must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For na

tion will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 
and there will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. 
These things are the beginning of sorrows. 

9 "But be on your guard. For they will deliver you up to 
councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will 
stand before governors and kings for my sake, for a witness 

10 to them. And the gospel must first be preached to all the 
11 nations. And when they lead you away to deliver you up, do 

12, 42: Two miteJ: two small copper coins. The proverbial "wid
ow's mite" comes from here. A quadranJ: a cent. 

12, 44: She ... /JUI i11 all that Jhe had ... to live on: the text 
does not say how Jesus came to know this. The similar stories in 
Greek and Buddhist literature are not dependent on other sources, 
but are based on our common human nature and condition. 

13, 1-37: See Mt 24-25 n. 
13, 2: 011e J1011e upon another: see Mt 24, 2 n for this hyperbole. 
13, 4: See Mt 24, 3 n. 
13, 7: See Mt 24, 6-7 n. 
13, 9-13: See Mt 10, 17-22 n. 
13, 10: All the naliom: see Mt 24, 9 n. 
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not be anxious beforehand what you are to speak; but speak 
whatever is given you in that hour. Por it is not you who are 

12 •peaking, but the Holy Spirit. And brother will hand over 
brother to death, and the father his child; children will rise 

B up against parents and put them to death. And you will be 
hated by all for my name's sake; but he who has persevered 
to the end will be saved. 

14 Destruction of Jerusalem "And when you see the abomina
tion of desolation, standing whete it ought not-let him 
who reads understand-then let those who are in Judea flee 

ll to the mountains; I and let him who is oo the housetop not 
16 go down and enter to take anything from his house; I and 

let him who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 
17 But woe to those who are with child, or have infants at the 
JR breast in those days! But pray that these things may not hap-
19 pen in winter. Por in those days will be tribulations, such as 

have not been from the beginning of the creation which God 
lO created until now, nor will be. And unless the Lord had 

shortened the days, no living creature would be saved. But 
for the sake of the elect whom he has chosen, he has short
ened the days. 

21 The Signs of the Lzst Day "And then, if anyone say to 
you, 'Behold, here is the Christ; behold, there he is,' do not 

22 believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise, and 
will show signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, 

H even the elect. I Be on your guard, thereforo: behold, I have 
told you all things beforehand. 

2 ~ '"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 
ii darkened, and the moon will not give her light, I and the 

stars of heaven will be falling, and the powers that are in 
26 heaven will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of 

Man coming upon clouds with great power and majesty. 

13, 14: The abominalion of de10/a1ion: see Mt 24, 15 n. 
13, D: No1 r.o down: by an outside staircase. See another probable 

example in 1.k 5, 19 n. 
13, 19-23: Scholars dispute about these transitional verses just as 

they dispute about the parallel transitional verses of Mt 24, 21-28. 
See Mt 24-25 n. 

13, 20: The eleo: see Mt 24, 22 n. 
13, 24-27: For par see Mt 24, 29-31 n. 
I), 2(,: The majority opinion views this verse as the prroiction 

that our Lord (presented here as the Son of Man of Dn 7, 13) will 
hring to bear his triumphant power io the fall of Jerusalem io 70 
A.D. Compare Mt 10, 23 n. 
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27 And then he will send forth his angels, and will gather hi: 
elect from the four winds, from the uttermost parts of th• 
earth to the uttermost parts of heaven. 

2e f erusalem's Impending Destruction "Now from the fi1 
tree learn this parable. When its branch is now tender, anc 

29 leaves break forth, you know that summer is near. Even so 
-..... when you see these things coming to pass, know that it i! 

30 near, even at the door. Amen I say to you, this generation wil 
not pass away till all these things have been accomplished 

31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will nol 
pass away. 

32 The Need of Watchfulness "But of that day or hour m 
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but tlu 

33 Father only. Take heed, watch and pray, for you do nol 
'!4 know when the time is: I just as a man, when he leaves hom1 

to journey abroad, puts his servants in charge, to each hi! 
3' work, and gives orders to the porter to keep watch. Watch 

therefore, for you do not know when the master of the hous1 
is coming, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 01 

36 early in the morning; I lest coming suddenly he find YOl 
J.7 sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all, 'Watch.' " 

14 

II. THE PASSION, DEATH AND 

RESURRECTION 

I. THE LAST SUPPER 

1 The Council Now it was two days before the Passover anc 
the feast of the Unleavened Bread; the chief priests and th1 
Scribes were seeking how they might seize him by stealt~ 

13, 27: The majority opinion is: the Chosen People (the Elect) 
are called to the unity of the New Israel of God in the Church. 

13, 28-31: See Mt 24, 32-35 n, 
13, 31: See Mt 24, 35 n. 
13, 32-37: This section seems to refer to the end of the world. 
13, 32: Nor 1he Son: see Mt 24, 36 n. 
13, 33: When the time iJ.· when the time will come. 
13, 35: These are the four watches of the night according to tht 

Roman reckoning. 
14, 1-2: See par Mt 26, 1-5. 
14, I: Two days before: some experts say this means Wednesday, 

the thirteenth of Nisan. Passover and the feasl of the Unleavend 
Bread: see Lk 22, 1 n. 
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2 and put him to death; I for they said, "Not on the feast, 
or there might be a riot among the people." 

~ The Anointing at Bethany And when he was at Bethany, 
in the house of Simon the leper, and was reclining at table, 
there came a woman with an alabaster jar of ointment, 
genuine nard of great value; and breaking the alabaster jar, 

4 she poured it on his head. But there were some who were 
indignant among themselves, and said, '"To what purpose 

' has this waste of the ointment been made? for this ointment 
might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, 
and given to the poor." And they grumbled at her. 

6 But Jesus said, "Let her be. Why do you trouble her? 
7 She has done me a good turn. I For the poor you have al

ways with you, and whenever you want you can do good to 
e them; but you do not always have me. She has done what 

she could; she has anointed my body in preparation for burial. 
9 Amen I say to you, wherever in the whole world this gospel is 

preached, this also that she has done shall be told in memory 
of her." 

• 0 The Betrayal And Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went 
11 to the chief priests to betray him to them. And they, when 

they heard it, were glad, and promised to give him money. 
And he sought out an opportunity to betray him. 

14, 2: Nol on the feaJI: the Greek is not as clear as this transla
tion. but the most probable view is that according ,to the evangelist's 
ecrnunt the priests and scribes proposed to arrest Jesus after the 
feast. The betrayal of Judas, however, hastened the arrest. 

14, 3·9: On the relation between Mk"s accouot and the uooamed 
woman in Lk 7, 36· 50 see par Mt 26, 6· 13 n. 

14, 3: A woman: according to par Jn 12, 3 th.is is Mary, the 
sister of Martha and Lazarus. Many scholan distinguish two other 
women: Mary Magdalene was the woman from whom Jesus expelled 
seven devils (Mk 16, 9; Lk 8, 1-3); she was at Calvary (Mt 27, 
55-56 pa:r) and at the sepulcher (Mt 27, 61 par). Mary Magdalene 
is not mentioned again in the New Testament outside of the Gospels. 
The other woman is the unnamed public sinner of Lk 7, 36-50. 
Genuine: the exact meaning of the Greek word is disputed. 

14, 4: Some: the remark is made by '"the disciples" in Mt 26, 8 
and by Judas in Jn 12, 4. 

14, 7: See Mt 26, 11 o. 
14, 8: See Mt 26, 12 n. 
14, 9: There is considerable doubt that Jesus himself ever said 

these words. for he rarely spoke so directly of preaching to the Gen
tiles after his death. 

14, 10.11: See pa:r Mt 26, 14-16. 
14, 10: One of the Twel11e: see 14, 43 o. 
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12 Preparation And on the first day of t?e Unleavened Bread 
when it was customary for them to sacnfice the passover, th• 
disciples said to him, "Where dost thou want us to go an< 

13 prepare for thee to eat the passover?" And he sent two of h_11 
disciples, and said to them, "Go into the city, and there wd 
meet you a man carrying a pitcher of water; follow him 

14 And wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, 'Tht 
Master says, "Where is my guest chamber, that I may ea1 

n the passover there with my disciples?" ' And he will sho" 
you a large upper room furnished; there make ready fo1 

16 us." And his disciples went forth, and came into the city, an<! 
found just as he had told them; and they prepared tht 
passover. 

17 The Betrayer Now when evening arrived, he came witli 
18 the Twelve. And while they were at the table eating, Jesui 

said, "Amen I say to you, one of you will betray me--0m 
19 who is eating with me." But they began to be sad, and to 
20 say to him one by one, "Is it I?" I But he said to them, "It is 
21 one of the Twelve, who dips into the dish with me. The Son 

of Man indeed goes his way, as it is written of him; but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It were 
better for that man if he had not been born." 

14, 12-16: See par Mt 26, 17-19. 
14, 12: See Lk 22, 1 n and especially Jn 18, 28 n on the date of 

the passover meal. 
14, 13-16: Although the Greek words and phrases are consistently 

parallel with those in 11, 1-6 (the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem), the two incidents are clearly different. 

14, 13-15: See Lk 22, 10-12 n. 
14, 13: A man carrying a pitcher of water: he would be noticeable 

since only women carried pitchers. 
14, 15: Upper room: see Acts 1, 13 n. The site of this upper 

room dates from the fourth century. Furnished: with a low table 
(Lk 22, 21) and most likely with rugs, cushions, and couches. The 
wine was not peculiar to the paschal meal, for it was commonly us1:<l 
at any festive meal. 

14, 17-21: For par see Mt 26, 20-25 n. 
14, 18: One who is eating with me: an allusion to Ps 40, 10. 

See Jn 13, 18 n. 
14, 20: One of the Twelve: see 14, 43 n. Who dips into the di.rh 

with me: since everyone took food from the common platter at that 
time (as the Orientals do today), it is understood that Jesus here re
fuses to answer who the traitor is. 

14, 21: Son of Man xoes his way: to the cross. As it is written of 
him: as the Old Testament says. 
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22 The Holy Eucharist And while they we~e eating, Jesus tO?k 
bread, and blessing it, he broke and gave 1t to them, and said, 

n "Take; this is my body." And taking a cup and giving thanks, 
24 he gave it to them, and they all drank of it; I and he said to 

them, "This is my blood of the new covenant, which is being 
n shed for many. Amen I say to you, that I will drink no more 

of the fruit of the vine, until that day when I shall drink 
it new in the kingdom of God." 

26 Peter's Denials PredicteJl And after reciting a hymn, they 
21 went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, 

"You will all be scandalized this night; for it is written, 'I 
will smite the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.' 

2e "But after I have risen, I will go before you into Galilee." 
29 But Peter said to him, "Even though all shall be scandalized, 
30 yet not I.'' Jesus said to him, "Amen I say to thee, today, 

14, 22-25: For par see Mt 26, 26-29 n. 
14, 22-24: This is my body , .. this is my blood: see Mt 26, 

26 n. 
14, 22: And while 1hey were eatinx: this repeats "and while they 

were at the table eating" (v. 18). Was the Last Supper a Jewish pass
over meal during which Jesus instituted the Holy Eucharist? Or was 
the Last Supper a Jewish passover meal after and to which Jesus ap
pended the institution of the Holy Eucharist? Nowadays, the answer 
is more commonly in the affirmative to the first question. It seems that 
Jesus fused the distribution of the Eucharistic bread and wine with 
appropriate parts of the Jewish passover meal. See synchronized table 
on the Last Supper, pp. 126-127. 

14, 23: They all drank of i1: see Mt 26, 27 n. 
14, 24: See Mt 26, 28 n for "the new covenanr and "for many," 
14, 25: See Lk 22, 15-18 n. New: see Mt 26, 29 n. 
14, 26-31: For par see Mt 26, 30-35 n. 
14, 26: Afler reci1i11x " hymn: see Mt 26, 30 n. The passover 

often lasted till midnight. Mount of Olives: the rules of the pass
over feast did not permit the participants to pass the night beyond 
the city limits. These limits extended to Bethphage on Mount Olivet 
across the brook of Cedron (Jn 18, 1). Jesus went to his favorite 
garden, Gethsemani, at the foot of Mount Olivet, about one mile 
from the LI pper Room. He therefore kept the rule, and this is another 
mJicotion that the Last Supper was celebrated within the framework 
of the passover meal. 

14, 27: Knowing that his apostles will abandon him during the 
Passion, Jesus warns them by predicting that they will experience the 
severest doubt in him as Messia when they will see him arrested and 
humiliated the same night. The prophet (see Za 13, 7 n) does not 
foretell this event but Jesus adapts his words to the situation. 

14, 28: To encourage his apostles, Jesus invites them to meet him 
in Galilee after his resurrection. (V. 28 seems out of place here.) 
See 16, 7. 

14, 30: The evangelist says, Peter will deny Christ three times 
before a cock crows 1wice. Mt 26, 34; Lk 22, 34; and Jn 13, 38 say, 
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this very night, before a cock crows twice, thou wilt deny mi 
31 three times." But he went on speaking more vehemently, "Ever 

if I should have to die with thee, I will not deny thee!" And 
they all said the same thing. 

II. THE PASSION AND DEATH OF JESUS 

32 The Agony in the Garden And they came to a country 
place called Gethsemani, and. _he said to his disciples, "Sit 

33 down here, while I pray." I And he took with him Peter and 
James and John, and he began to feel dread and to be ex-

34 ceedingly troubled. And he said to them, "My soul is sad, 
3) even unto death. Wait here and watch." And going for

ward a little, he fell on the ground, and began to pray that, 
36 if it were possible, the hour might pass from him; I and he 

said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible to thee. Remove 
this cup from me; yet not what I will, but what thou wiliest." 

37 Then he came and found them sleeping. And he said to 
Peter, "Simon, dost thou sleep? Couldst thou not watch one 

38 hour? Watch and pray, that you may not enter into tempta-
39 tion. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." And 

again he went away and prayed, saying the same words over. 
<lo And he came again and found them sleeping, for their eyes 

we!e heavy. And they did not know what answer to make to 

Peter will deny Christ three times before the cock crows. For more 
discrepancies see the fulfillment of Peter's denial in Mk 14, 66-72 n. 
The "cock-crowing," i.e., the beginning of the day, was known even 
to classical writers. The "gallhinium," as it was called, was sounded 
at 3:00-4:00 A.M. when the third watch began (see 13, 35 n) by a 
bugle from the fortress Antonia., near the temple. Today: it began at 
sunset according to Jewish reckoning. 

14, 32-42: See par Mt 26, 36-46. 
14, 32: Gethsemani: this has been identified as the site of the 

agony since only the fourth century. 
14, 33-36: See Mt 26, 37-39 n. 
14, 35: A "commentary" on the impenetrable depth of our Lord's 

sorrow is evident in Bellini's painting that shows Christ at Geth
semani with his face in the shadows. 

14, 36: Abba, Father: "Abba," an Aramaic word of invocation, 
expresses (like our "Dad") more intimacy than the ordinary Hebrew 
word for father, which is ab. Abba is accompanied by its Greek 
equivalent "Father" in all the three New Testament places (Rom 8, 
15; Gal 4, 6). Most probably Jesus himself used both terms, the 
Aramaic and Greek, or the New Testament writers reflect the custom 
of the early Christians who kept the intimate Aramaic word with its 
Greek translation. Remove this cup from me: but God did not re
move the cup of suffering. 
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41 him. And he came the third time, and said to them, "Sleep on 
now, and take your rest! It is enough; the hour has come. 
Behold, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

4i I Rise, let us go. Behold, he who will betray me is at hand." 

H f esus A"ested And while he was yet speaking, Judas Is
cariot, one of the Twelve, came and with him a great crowd 
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the Scribes 

44 and the elders. Now his betrayer had given them a sign, say
ing, "Whomever I kiss, that is he; lay hold of him, and lead 

41 him safely away." And when he came, he went straight up to 
46 him, and said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. And they seized him 

and held him. 
47 But one of the bystanders drew his sword, and struck the 
48 servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. And Jesus, 

addressing them, said, "As against a robber you have come 
49 out, with swords and clubs, to seize me. I was daily with you 

in the temple teaching, and you did not lay hands on me. But 
it is so that the Scriptures may be fulfilled." 

'O.ll Then all his disciples left him and fled. And a certain 
young man was following him, having a linen cloth wrapped 

'2 about his naked body, and they seized him. But leaving the 
linen cloth behind, he fled away from them naked. 

'~ f esus before the Sanhedrin And they led Jesus away to 
the high priest; and all the priests and the Scribes and the 

''' ciders gathered together. But Peter followed him at a distance, 
even to the courtyard of the high priest, and was sitting with 

" the attendants at the fire and warming himself. Now the 
chief priests and all the Sanhedrin were seeking witness against 

14, 41: Sleep: see Mt 26, 45 n. 
14, 43·H: See par Mt 26, 47-56. 
14, 4 I: Q,,e of 1he Twelve: within thirty-three verses of the Pas

sion narrative, the evangelist designates three times only Judas with 
tlus title (here, and in vv. 10 and 20). Since the title sounds like a 
fo11nula it has been conjectured that the early Christians labeled 
Judas with this title to emphasize his horrendous betrayal. 

1<1, <11: Sdfe/y: lest he escape. 
14, <17: One of 1he byJlanderJ: Peter, according to Jn 18, 10. 
11, 49: The Scrip1ureJ: see Lk 24, 45-47 n. 
14, 51-52: Since this episode has nothing to do with the Passion, 

Mt and Lk omit it. It is only a conjecture that the young man who 
tried to follow Christ was Mark the evangelist. 

14, 5 >-65: See Mt 26, 57-68 n on the chronological sequence of 
rvents where it is explained that this "night" trial of vv. 53·65 is 
really the morning trial described in Mk U, 1. 

14, 54: AllendanlJ: lemple police. 
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Jesus, that they might put him to death, but they found none 
'6 For while many bore false witness against him, their evidence 
'7 did not agree. And some stood up and bore false witnes~ 
'e against him, saying, I "We ourselves have heard him say, 'I 

will destroy this temple built by hands, and after three days I 
59 will build another, not built by hands.' " And even then theit 

evidence did not agree. 
60 Then the high priest, standing up in their midst, askeJ 

Jesus, saying, "Dost thou make no answer to the things thal 
61 these men prefer against thee?" But he kept silence, anJ 

made no answer. Again the high priest began to ask him, an<I 
said to him, "Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed 

62 One?" I And Jesus said to him, "I am. And you shall see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power and 
coming with the clouds of heaven.'' 

63 But the high priest tore his garments and said, "What 
64 further need have we of witnesses? You have heard the blas

phemy. What do you think?" And they all condemned him as 
65 liable to death. And some began to spit on him, and to blinJ

fold him, and to buffet him, and to say to him, "Prophesy." 
And the attendants struck him with blows of their hands. 

66 Peter's Deniajj And while Peter was below in the court-
yard, there came one of the maidservants of the high priest; I 

14, 58: See Mt 26, 61 n. 
14, 60: Pre/et": bring. 
14, 61-62: See Mt 26, 63-64 n on the question of the high priest 

and Christ's answer. 
14, 61: BleIJed one: an Hebraic circumlocution for God. 
14, 62: It is disputed whether this verse refers to Christ's return 

at the end of the world or to his coming through the destruction of 
Jerusalem (compare 13, 26 n). See also Mt 26, 64 n. 

14, 63: Tore hi1 {!.arment1: this gesture developed from a pw
found sign of grief ( Gn 3 7, 29) to a formal act in court by the high 
priest when a blasphemy was uttered. 

14, 64: The blaJphemy: see Mt 26, 65 n. They all condem11ed 
him a1 liable to death: regarding the controversy on whether or not 
the Sanhedrin really condemned Jesus to death, the better opinion is: 
even though Mk is more explicit than Mt in par 26, 66, in neither 
account is Jesus explicitly condemned to death but only declared de
serving of it. The dispute about condemnation is distinct from the 
dispute about whether the Sanhedrin convocation was a formal trial or 
only a preliminary hearing for the Roman trial before Pilate. 

14, 65: See par Lk 22, 63-65 n. AttendantJ: temple police. 
14, 66-72: One of the most conspicuous discrepancies in the four 

Gospel accounts of the prediction and fulfillment of Peter's denial is 
that . f'.eter deni_ed Christ more than three times, even though Christ 
~phc1t1x predtCted only three denials. Fo~ ex~ple •. the standard 
second derual seems to be a group of denials mcludmg one deui;d 
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61 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him 
68 and said, "Thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth." I But 

he denied it, saying, "I neither know nor understand what 
thou art saying." And he went outside into the vestibule; and 

69 the cock crowed. And the maidservant, seeing him again, began 
10 to say to the bystanders, "This is one of them." I But aga~n 

he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders agatn 
said to Peter, "Surely thou art one of them, for thou art 

71 also a Galilean." But he began to curse and to swear: "I do 
72 not know this man you are talking about." And at that mo

ment a cock crowed a second time. And Peter remembered 
the word that Jesus had said to him, "Before a cock crows 
twice, thou wilt deny me three times." And he began to 
weep. 

u 
I /esus before Pilate And as soon as it was morning, the 

chief priests held a consultation with the elders, the Scribes 
and the whole Sanhedrin. And they bound Jesus and led him 

to the ··maidservant seeing him again" (Mk 11, 69), another denial 
to "another maid" (Mt 26, 71 ), and still another denial to ··some
one else" ( Lk 22, 58). Several "harmonizing" answers are offered, 
but modern scholars ascribe these discrepancies to the normal result 
of oral tradition and believe that the triple denial was meant to em
phasize Peter's complete denial of Christ. 

The varying traditions of the evangelists show'that they were not 
concerned with other historical details such as the precise wording of 
Peter's denials, whether the cock crowed once or twice, or whether 
the second denial was to the same maidservant (Mk 14, 69£) or to 
another maidservant (Mt 26, 7Jf). 

14, 68: Veuibu/e: gateway. 
14, 72: See 14, 30 n. 
I~. I· I~: For par see Mt 27, 1-2 and Mt 27, 11-26 n. 
I~. 1: Moming: see 14, 53·65 n. Pilate: Pontius Pilate (except 

for Lk 3, I; I\ I) is mentioned in the New Testament only in con
nection with the trial of Jesus. Pilate was the fifth Roman governor 
of Palestine (26·36 A.O.). He was already infamous in Jewish eyes 
because of his antagonistic attitude manifested in several episodes. 
Josephus relates that the Jews succeeded in having Tiberius order 
Pilate to remedy an offense by removing the gilded plaque with the 
emperor's name on it from Herod's palace in Jerusalem to the temple 
of Augustus in Caesarea. Another offense committed by Pilate was 
the use of temple money to build an aqueduct. Again, Pilate permitted 
the Roman soldiers to carry the insignia bearing Caesar's image as 
they marched into Jerusalem. See Lk 13, 1 for another violent deed. 
(Killing and beatings were connected with the deeds related above.) 
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2 away, and delivered him to Pilate. And Pilate asked him, 
."Art thou the king of the__ Jews?" And he answered him and 

3 said, ''.thou sayest it." Andme chief priests accused him of 
4 many thmgs. And Pilate again asked him, saying, "Hast thou 

no answer to make? Behold how many things they accuse 
' thee of." But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate 

wondered. 
6 Now at festival time he used to release to them one of 
7 the prisoners, whomever they had petitioned for. Now there 

was a man called Barabbas imprisoned with some rioters, one 
e who in the riot had committed murder. And the crowd came 

up, and began to ask that he do for them as he was wont. 
9 But Pilate addressed them, saying, "Do you wish that I re-

10 lease to you the king of the Jews?" For he knew that the chief 
11 priests had delivered him up out of envy. But the chief priests 

stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them 
12 instead. But Pilate again spoke and said to them, "What 
13 then do you want me to do to the king of the Jews?" But 
14 they cried out again, "Crucify him!" I But Pilate said to them, 

"Why, what evil has he done?" But they kept crying out the 
more, "Crucify him!" 

15 The Scourging and Crowning So Pilate, wishing to satisfy 
the crowd, released to them Barabbas; but Jesus he scourged 

16 and delivered to be crucified. Now the soldiers led him away 
into the courtyard of the praetorium, and they called together 

15, 2: Thou sayeJt it: see Mt 27, 11 n. 
15, 3: The chief priests: they seem to have been the original ac

cusers of Christ, even though the Gospels mention their helpers (Jn 
19, 6), namely: the Sanhedrin and the rulers (Lk 23, 1 and 13), 
the elders (Mt 27, 12), and the crowds who are frequently men 
tioned by Lk and Jn. The Pharisees a.re hardly mentioned. Many 
things: see Lk 23, 2 n. 

15, 6: For this custom see Jn 18, 39 n. 
15, 7: Barabba.J: after the Gospel scene nothing is known of his 

later history. 
15, 8: Do for them a.I he Wa.J wont: grant them the customary 

favor. 
15, 10: The chief priests were jealous of Christ's popularity 

among the people . 
. 15, 15: Scourged: the Gospels of Mt and Mk present the flagella

tion as the customary punishment preceding the crucifixion; Jn (and 
though the third evangelist records no flagellation, see. Lk 23, 16 
and 22) presents it as an expedient to placate the people. See Lk 23, 
11 n. Delivered: see Jn 19, 16 n. 

15, 16-20: See par Mt 27, 27-31. 
15, 16: Praetorium: see Jn 19, 13 n on the dispute of its site. 
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17 the whole cohort. And they clothed him in purple, and plait-
11 ing a crown of thorns, they put it upon him, I and began to 
19 greet him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" And they kept striking 

him on the head with a reed, and spitting upon him; and 
bending their knees, they did homage to him. 

20 The Way of the Cross And when they had mocked him, 
they took the purple off him and put his own garments on 

11 him, and led him out to crucify him. And they forced a 
certain passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, coming from the country, 
the father of Alexander and Rufus, to take up his cross. 

22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha, whidt 
translated, is the Place of the Skull. 

23 The Crucifixion And they gave him wine to drink mixed 
24 with myrrh; but he did not take it. I Then they crucified him, 

15, 17: A "own of thorns: this was an unusual instrument of 
torture in the penalty of crucifixion. 

15, 21-27: See par Mt 27, 32-38. 
15, 21: Alexander and Rufus: although the episode narrated in 

this verse is mentioned in the first three Gospels, only Mk gives the 
11•mes of the men. The casual mention of the father and his sons 
without any further explanation implies that they were known to the 
readers of Mk. The four other Alexanders mentioned in the New 
Testament are different persons. It is disputed whether the Rufus of 
Rom 16, 13 is identical with the person mentioned by Mk. Only in 
later apocryphal works appear the names of these brothers a.11ain. His 
croJJ: see Mk 8, 34 n. 

15, 22: Place of the Skull: "Golgotha" is its Aramaic, and Kranion 
its Greek name; Calvariae is the Latin word for it~from which comes 
our Calvary. The promontory was called "skull" because it was shaped 
like one. The place, therefore, did not get its name because the 
skulls of criminals were found there nor because of the legend that 
Adam's skull was buried there. (This legend is reflected by artists 
when they place a skull at the foot of the crucifix.) On a different 
symbolism of the skull see in Tennyson's Idylls of the Kin/!,, "Gareth 
and Lynette,'' I, 1373. 

The exact spot of this promontory "near the city" (Jn 19, 20), but 
outside of it, is unknown. The present-day church of the Resurrection, 
which incorporates the spot where Christ was crucified, has been con
sidered the traditional site only from the fourth century onward. 

15, 23: Mixed with myrrh: in Mt, "mixed with gall." It was 
customary for Jewish women to offer a condemned man a drink of 
wine drugged with frankincense to benumb his senses and alleviate 
his pain. In Mk's account, the wine was mixed with myrrh, but 
neither this mixture nor the "gall" mixture mentioned in Mt would 
produce a benumbing effect unless the two evangelists meant to say it 
was offered as refreshment. Perhaps Mk was influenced by Prv 31, 
6-7, and Mt by Ps 68, 22. This scene is different from that of the 
fifth word, ") thirst" (Jn 19, 28). -

15, 24: They crucified him: it is disputed whether Jesus was cru-
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and divided his garments, casting lots for them to see wha 
25 each should take. Now it was the third hour and they cru 
26 cified him. And the inscription bearing the charge against hin 

was, "The King of the Jews." 
27 And they crucified two robbers with him, one on his righ 
28 hand and one on his left. And the Scripture was fulfilleJ 

which says, "And he was reckoned among the wicked." 
29 And the passers-by were jeering at him, shaking their heads 

and saying, "Aha, thou who destroyest the temple, and i1 
30 three days buildest it up again; I come down from the cross 
31 and save thyself!" In like manner, the chief priests with th1 

Scribes said in mockery to one another, "He saved others 
32 himself he cannot save! Let the Christ, the King of Israel 

come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.' 
And they who were crucified with him reproached him. 

33 The Death of Jesus And when the sixth hour came, then 
34 was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And 

at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, sayin~ 
"Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani?" which, translated, is, "My God, 

35 my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" I And some of the by-
standers on hearing this said, "Behold, he is calling Elias." 

36 But someone ran, soaked a sponge in common wine, put it on 
a reed and offered it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us 

ci.fied naked. Divided his garments: see Jn 19, 23-24 n. Casting lotr: 
stones, marked with different colors or symbols, were put in a con· 
tainer and shaken till one jumped out. 

15, 25: The third hour: this may be understood as 9:00 A.M. 01 
from 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon. An adequate agreement is reachcJ 
by identifying the "third hour" with the noon hour as given in Jn 
19, 14. Since so many activities were taking place on the day of 
Christ's Passion, the noon hour seems preferable. Some scholars do 
not find adequate as yet an explanation that would reconcile the two 
different times of Christ's crucifixion, notwithstanding the argumrnl 
that two different times of reckoning were used. Others, however, 
say that the accounts of the two evangelists are based on two differml 
traditions. 

15, 26: See Jn 19, 19-22 and annotations. 
15, 28: Many textual critics delete v. 28. It probably comes from 

Lk 22, 37. 
15, 29-32: See par Mt 27, 39-44. 
15, 29: See Mt 26, 61 n. 
15, 33-41: See par Mt 27, 45-56. 
15, 33: Sixth hour: noon. Darkness: see Mt 27, 45 n. Ninth hour: 

about 3:00 P.M. 
15, 34-35: Eloi .•• he is calling Elias: see Mt 27, 47 n. 
15, 34: See Mt 27, 46 n and Mk 7, 34 non the recorded Aramaic 

words of Jesus. 
15, 36: Common wine: see Mt 27, 48 n. 
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37 see whether Elias is coming to take him down." But Jeswi 
cried out with a loud voice, and expired. 

38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top 
'9 to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, 

saw how he had thus cried out and expired, he said, "Truly 
40 this man was the Son of God." I And some women were also 

there, looking on from a distance. Among them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joseph, 

u and Salome. These used to accompany him and minister to 
him when he was in Galilee--besides many other women 
who had come with him to Jerusalem. 

42 The Burial Now when it was evening, as it was the Day 
H of Preparation, that is, the eve of the Sabbath, I there came 

Joseph of Arimathea, a councillor of high rank, who was him
self looking for the kingdom of God. And he went in boldly 

44 to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. But Pilate won-
dered whether he had already died. And sending for the cen· 

4l turion, he asked him whether he was already dead. And when 
he learned from the centurion that he was, he granted the 

46 body to Joseph. And Joseph bought a linen cloth, and took him 
down, and wrapped him in the linen cloth, and laid him in 
a tomb which had been hewn out of a rock. Then he rolled 

47 a stone to the entrance of the tomb. But Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of Joseph were looking on and saw 
where he was laid. 

15, 37: /eius ••• expired: scholars agree that the day was the 
fourteenth of Nisan, Friday, but they differ on,the date and year: 
was it April 7, 30 A.D. or April 3, 33 A.D.? 

D, 38: See Mt 27, ~1 n. 
15, 39: F«in11 him: opposite him. StJw , •• expired: textual 

critics either delete this phrase or offer several variations. The Son 
of God: Mt says the same, in Lk it reads "a just man." The modem 
tendency is to interpret "Son of God" not in the sense of the cen
turion's belief in Jesus as divine but, rather, to mean Jesus as a 
human being (as Lk expressed it), albeit an exceptional human 
being. However, it is certain that the readers of Mt and Mk under
stood "Son of God" in the sense of: divine Son of God. 

15, 42-47: See par Mt 27, 57-61. 
I~. 42: WtJS e1Jeninx: the Greek says: "became dark." This would 

have been about 4 :00 P.M. on Friday
1 

the Day of Preparation for the 
Sabbath, which would begin the same day at sunset. 

I~. 43: A councillor of hif,h rtJnk: he was a member of the San
hedrin. Sioce the apostles Bed, there was no one to bury Jesus . 

. I~. 44: Pilole wondered: Pilate was astonished that Jesus had 
died so soon, because sometimes the crucified victims lived for two 
dnys. See Lk 22, 44 n. 

15, 47: The women wanted to know where Jesus was to be buried 
"that they might go and anoint him" (16, 1). 
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Ill. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

16 
1 The Women at the Grave And when the Sabbath was 

past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, 
2 bought spices, that they might go and anoint him. And very 

early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb, 
3 when the sun had just risen. And they were saying to one 

another, "Who will roll the stone back from the entrance 
4 of the tomb for us?" And looking up they saw that the stone 
' had been rolled back, for it was very large. But on entering 

the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right side, 
6 clothed in a white robe, and they were amazed. He said to 

them, "Do not be terrified. You are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here. 

7 Behold the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he goes before you into Galilee; there you shall 

8 see him, as he told you." And they departed and fled from 
the tomb, for trembling and fear had seized them; and they 
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

9 Apparitions of Jesus Now when he had risen from the 
dead early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to 

16, 1·8: See par Mt 28, 1-10. 
16, 1: Bou[!.ht spices: there was not enough time left for the women 

to anoint the body of Jesus on Friday. They would have been al
lowed to anoint him on the Sabbath, but the purchase of the per
fumed oils ("spices") delayed the anointing till Sunday. 

16, 2: The first day of the week: Sunday. 
16, 4: According to par Mt 28, 2 the angel "rolled back the 

stone." 
16, 4-8: Whether the angel truly appeared or not (see Mt 211, 

2-4 n) the essential aim of this passage is that the women were the 
first to learn from heaven in some supernatural manner that Christ 
had arisen. 

16, 5: A younf!. man sillinf!.: see the variants of this in Lk 24, 4 n. 
16, 6: The women believed in Christ's resurrection, not because 

the stone was rolled away, but because of the heavenly message. H ,. 
has risen: "He has been raised," by God. 

16, 7: A reference to 14, 28. 
16, 8: They said nothi11f!, to anyone: at least for now because, ac

cording to par Mt 28, 8, they "ran to tell his disciples." Perhaps Mk 
explained this strange phrasing in the lost ending of this Gospel. 

16, 9-20: These verses are missing in many important Greek manu
scripts. The list of the appearances of Jesus now given in these 
verses represents extracts from the accounts in the other three Gos
pels, differing in style and vocabulary from all that preceded in Mk's 
Gospel. Therefore, and for other reasons, Christian scholars agree 
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10 Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. She 
went and brought word to those who had been with him, as 

11 they were mourning and weeping. And they, hearing that he 
was alive and had been seen by her, did not believe it. 

12 After this he was manifested in another form to two of 
u them, as they were walking on their way into the country. A~d 

they went and brought word to the rest, and even then they did 
not believe. 

14 Commission of the Apostles At length he appeared to 
the Eleven as they were at table; and he upbraided them for 
their lack of faith and hardness of heart, in that they had not 

15 believed those who had seen him after he had risen. And he 
said to them, "Go into the whole world and preach the gos-

16 pel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized shall 
17 be saved, but he who does not believe shall be condemned. And 

these signs shall attend those who believe: in my name they 

that vv. 9·20 as we now have them were not written by Mk. Many 
scholars also aJ!ree that the Gospel of Mk did not end with 16, 8. 
There are various theories offered to prove the improbability of such 
an abrupt ending, the loss of the last sheaf of the codex, for instance. 
Catholics, however, consider vv. 9-20 as having been written by an
other inspired writer and as an integral part of the Bible. Instead of 
the longer endinJ! (vv. 9-20), some Greek manuscripts have a 
"shorter" endinJ!. It continues v. 8: "But they reported briefly to 
Peter and those with him all that they had been told. And after 
this, Jesus himself sent out by means of them, from east to west, the 
sacred an<l imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation." 

16, 9-10: See par Jn 20, 11-18. 
16, 11: Compare Lk 24, 10-11. 
16, 12-13: A swnmary of Lk 24, 13-35. 
16, 14: Ht<rdneSJ of het<rl: stubbornness. After he hdd risen: in 

Greek, "after he had been raised" by God. Since the apostles' disbe
lief in the resurrection is mentioned twice before (vv. 11 and 13), 
this· verse is particularly stronJ!. It may well be that this emphasis of 
the disciples' incredulity reflects the slronJ! belief of the Christians 
or the time when the Gospel was written. 

Between vv. 14 and 15, the fourth or fifth century manuscript of 
the Greek Gospel in the Freer Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., 
inserts a dialogue between the risen Lord and his disciples. The 
discirles blame the devil for their disbelief and request the second 
coming of Jesus. The Lord answers that the power of the devil has 
come to its end, and that some things must yet be done. He ends with 
the command to preach to all the world. Christian scholars agree that 
this "Freer Logion" is not an inspired part of the Bible. 

16, 1~-16: See par Mt 28, 18-20. 
16, 17-18: Theu sip,ns: five kinds of signs are listed by way of 

examples. They helped to make converts in the first century as Acts 
show. Judging from the New Testament, the first, second, and fifth 
signs occurred frequently; the third sign, once; and the fourth, never. 
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18 shall cast out devils; they shall speak in new tongues; they 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands upon the sick and 
they shall get well." 

IV. THE ASCENSION OF JESUS 

19 The Ascension So then the Lord, after he had spoken to 
them, was taken up into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 

20 God. But they went forth and preached everywhere, while 
the Lord worked with them and con.firmed the preaching by 
the signs that followed. Amen. 

These signs appeared intermittently throughout the history of the 
Church, including the present era. Exorcism seems to be the most 
frequent. In my name ... devils: the meaning is: they will perform 
~ore.isms ~ough Christ"s power. New tongues: this may mean speak
ing m foreign languages and/or in ecstasy. Serpents: see Lk 10, 
19 n and Acts 28, 3-6. If they drink ... not hurt them: there is no 
instance of this in the New Testament 

16, 19: See par Lk 24, 50-51. 
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TO ST. LUKE 

INTRODUCTION 

Luke wa!I probably a pagan from Antioch in Syria. We know 
nothing about when and how he was converted. According to the 
.. we" passages in Acts (see Introduction to Acts of the Apostles) 
Luke accompanied St. Paul on part of his journeys, and finally 
went along with him to Rome where Pan! Wa!I imprisoned. From 
prison Paul refers to Luke as .. our most dear physician" (Col 4, 14). 
The medical terms used in the third Gospel and in Acts were, until 
refently, proposed as proofs that the author Wa!I a physician. Lately, 
howe,er, it is admitted that these .. specialized medical terms" were 
within the range of the average educated man's vocabulary and 
understanding. Some scholars, therefore, reject these medical terms 
a.s indicative of Luke's specialized medical knowledge. Others say 
that on occasion his selection of words affirm that he was a physician 
ns Paul says. The parallel accounts of Matthew and Mark do not 
point out illnesses es clearly as Luke's account does. Luke says, for 
example, that Peter's mother-in-law was suffering from a greal 
fever ( 4, 38); he says that the man was full of leprosy (5, 12) 
whereas Matthew and Mark say only '"a leper." (See Lk 8, 43 n.) 

An appealing portrait of Luke's personality emerges from hls 
writings. He must have been sympathetic toward all types of people, 
especially toward the poor about whom he writes so much. Moreover, 
on several occasions when he uses Mark's Gospel; he omits the harsh 
remarks of Mark. There is another pleasing aspect of Luke's person· 
elity: although it would hove been so natural to say something about 
himself in many pieces, especially in the .. we" passages, he leaves 
the impression of a self-effacing individual. His vocabulary makes 
us think of him as an Hellenistic gentleman. Another jewel in Luke's 
crown of virtues is his loyalty to Paul. 

Luke's later life is shrouded in unreliable traditions concerning 
the fields of his ministry, and so are the manner end place of his 
death. "'Tradition" says that the evangelist was one. of our Lord's 
seventy.two disciples (Lk 10, 1); that he never married; that he 
was martyred in Rome or Greece. The best known traditional saying, 
though, is that he was a painter. Writings which refer to Luke as a 
painter can be traced back to the year 460 A.D. The most famous 
Madonna attributed to him is kept in the church of St. Mary Major 
in Rome. Writings mentioning the Madonna go back only as far 
es 847 A.D. In spite of the insufficient historical evidence of Luke's 
artistic work, he hes inspired more artists than any of the evangelists. 
Scholarly speculations ascribe the origin of Luke's fame as a 
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painter to his ability as a writer. As a writer he has inspired more 
poets than any of the evangelists. 

There never was a serious doubt as to Luke's authorship of the 
third Gospel. Authoritative voices have been ringing out in his 
favor since the second century (St. Irenaeus). Very many of even 
the most demanding critics today consider Luke the author (see 
Introduction to Acts of the Apostles). 

Luke's literary skill is outstanding in the Gospel as well as in 
Acts. Yet he should not be compared with the classical Greek historians 
of the fifth century B.C., except for the prologue to his Gospel 
( 1, 1-4) which may legitimately be compared with the style of Herodo
tus and Thucydides. Luke writes fine koine Greek. (See the be
ginning of the Introduction to the New Testament.) His vocabulary, 
at least, may be placed side by side with that of contemporary Hellen
istic writers such as Polybius and Josephus. Luke's affinity to them is 
evident in other techniques, such as his use of the travelogue in 
both his Gospel and Acts, and still another example is his treatment 
of Theophilus (see 1, 1-4 n). 

In comparison with the Semitic authors of the New Testament, 
Luke uses 261 words which are not found elsewhere in the New 
Testament (his Gospel contains 19,400 words). Luke does not 
make use of the Hebrew Old Testament nor of the arguments from 
Old Testament prophecy as much as Matthew does. Yet, the third 
evangelist reveals such an intimate acquaintance with the Greek Old 
Testament that some scholars are convinced of his deliberate occasional 
imitation of its style, especially in the canticles of chapters 1-2. On 
the other hand, oddly enough, Luke's Gospel contains more Hebrew 
idioms than the other Gospels, as, for instance, "it came tn 
pass," "'and behold!" To sum up, Luke is a man of two styles, 
Jewish and Hellenistic. Among the New Testament writers, he is 
outranked in his Greek style only by the author of the Epistle tn 
the Hebrews. Of the dozen or so of inspired writers on the New 
Testament roster, pride of place goes to Luke as the most versatile. 

Luke's portrayal of Christ is best characterized by Dante's 
description, "the scribe of the meekness of Christ." Truly, the inspired 
physician sketches the gentle Christ better than any other evangelist, 
even though Luke most probably never met Jesus in person, nor 
was he one of Christ's immediate disciples. 

The purpose of Luke's writing is to render an orderly account 
of Christ's life, but not a biography (see 1, 1-4 n). The readers for 
whom Luke wrote were Christians converted from paganism. The 
place where he wrote the third Gospel is uncertain. The guesses 
range from Alexandria in Egypt to Rome and Greece. The date 
of writing is also uncertain, but a date about 80 to 85 A.D. 
is usually the choice of many scholars. This late date does not imply 
the denial that Luke recorded our Lord's true prophecy of the de
struction of the temple in 70 A.D. (see 19, 43-44 n). 

Some of the accounts in Luke's Gospel must have come from oral 
sources. There is no way of proving who the actual transmitters were. 
Scholars can only conjecture on their identity by pointing to persons 
mentioned in the Gospel whom Luke probably met. Besides, the 
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evangelist shows a knowledge of certain facts which have easily 
been told him by these persons as, for instance, by: Manahen, a central 
figure of the Antiocheao Church (ActB 13, 1); Philip the deacon 
(Ara 21, 8); followen of John the Baptist; the holy women 
who followed our Lord, and chiefly the Mother of Jesus (chs. 1-2). 

Scholan agree that the most evident written source used by Luke 
was the Gospel of Mark. Luke follows it to such an extent that the 
basic structure of Luke's Gospel is the same as Mark's. The third 
evangelist followed Mark, except for the infancy narrative (1-2), 
the "little insertion" (6, 20-8, 3), and the "great insertion" 
(9, '1-18, 14). By "insertion" or "interpolation" scholars mean 
Luke's injection of his own material into the stream of Mark's 
Gospel. Luke and Matthew wrote their narratives of Christ's infancy 
independently of each other. The little insertion deals mostly with 
the Sermon on the Plain which parallels M.'\tthew's account of the 
Sermon on the Mounl 

The great insertion i1 about a journey of Jesus and his disciples 
toward Jerusalem. This distinguishing travelogue makes the third 
Gospel unique. The journey begins in Galilee and leads via the road 
through Samaria to Jerusalem. During the trip, the evangelist 
conveniently inserts many sayings and deeds of Jesus that never 
really occurred then. The literary fiction was recognized as such 
by Luke's readers. This travel narrative, original with Luke as an 
evangelist, is repeated in Acts. The journey is periodically accentuated 
by a reminder that Jesus and his disciples are on their way to 
Jerusalem. These accentuations are found in 13, 22 and 33; 17, 11. 
Three allusions to the journey are in 9, 57; 10, 38; and 14, 25. 
By some force, as it were, everything tends toward Jerusalem. See 
18, 14 n. It is disputed whether the Passion narrative (chs. 22-24) 
follows Mark or is independent of the second evangelist. 

The Gospel of Luke is often remembered by one or more of these 
distinctive traits: of all the Gospels it shows foterest in women 
most. Immediately there come to mind Luke's vivid verbal portraits 
of Mary, Elizabeth, the widow of Naim, the sinful woman at 
Simon's banquet, and of Martha and Mary, the sisters of Lazarus. 
Examples are also found in Acts. This trait reflects the Hellenistic 
background of Luke. His mention of prominent women stands out 
in bold contrast with the more silent treatment of women by the 
other evangelists in whose Semitic world women remained in the 
background. 

The happy term, the "gospel of the outcasts," brings out another 
characteristic (see 15, 1-10 n). Seen through Jewish spectacles, 
there was a certain despicable af!inity of spirit among the outcasts, 
sinners, and Samaritans. Luke, on the contrary, often speaks 
sympathetically of the socially inferior. He seems to encircle these 
three categories with charity rather than disdain. The oft-quoted 
saying of Harnack is relevant here: Luke "has a boundless---indeed 
a paradoxical-love for sinners, together with the most confident 
hope of their forgiveness and amendment." 

Luke's first volume is often called the "gospel of joy." He alone 
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records the three canticles of the Magnificat, the Benedictus, and 
the N unc dimillis ( chs. 1-2). He does not weary in writing about 
the "good news of great joy" at the Savior's birth. The "gospel of 
prayer" is another title by which Luke's masterpiece is known. He 
repeatedly mentions that our Lord went aside to pray (e.g., 5, 16). 
The eminent role given in Luke's Gospel to the influence of the Holy 
Spirit has made his first opus known as the "gospel of the Holy Spirit,'' 
and for the same reason his second work, The Acts of the Apostles, has 
been called the "Acts of the Holy Spirit." Other distinctive charac
teristics of the third Gospel may well be subsumed under Renan's 
illustrious description: "the most beautiful book in the world." 

Main divisions of the Gospel of St. Luke are: 
1. Prologue, 1, 1-4 
2. The Infancy Narrative, 1, 5-2, 52 
3. The Ministry of Jesus in Galilee, 3, 1-9, 50 
4. The )ourney through Samaria to Jerusalem, 9, 51-18, 14 
5. Teachings and Predictions, 18, 15-19, 48 
6. The Ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem, 20-21 
7. The Passion and Resurrection Narrative, 22-24 



PROLOGUE 

1 
1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to draw up a nar-

rative concerning the things that have been fulfilled among 
2 us, even as they who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 
3 ministers of the word have handed them down to us, I I also 

have determined, after following up all things carefully from 
the very first, to write for thee, most excellent Theophilus, 

4 an orderly account, I that thou mayest understand the cer
tainty of the words in which thou hast been instructed. 

PRELUDE 

THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR 

' Annunciation of the Baptist In the days of Herod, king 
of Judea, there was a certain priest named Zachary, of the 
course of Abia; and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, 

6 and her name was Elizabeth. Both were just before God, 
walking blamelessly in all the commandments and ordinances 

7 of the Lord. But they had no son, for Elizabeth was barren; 
and they were both advanced in years. 

8 Now it came to pass, while he was officiating in the or-
9 der of his course as priest before God, I according to the cus

tom of the priest's office, that he was chosen by lot to enter 
10 the temple of the Lord to burn incense. And the whole mul

titude of the people were praying outside at the hour of 

1, 1-4: As others have undertaken to write gospels, Lk determines 
to write a Gospel too. He intends to strengthen the faith of his 
readers by giving them a more extensive account of Christ"s words 
and deeds than it had been done before. Theophilu1: means '"God 
saves." The evangelist most probably imitates Hellenistic writers by 
speakini;: to his readers through a single person, real or imaginary, to 
whom he dedicates his work. 

I, 5-2, 7: Lk divided this section into two diptychs. One diptych 
depicts the annunciation scenes (of John the Baptist and of Jesus), 
the other the nativity scenes (of the Baptist and of Jesus) and both 
aJe linked by the visitation scene. 

I, 5: Herod: on Herod the Great see "Political Background"' in 
Introduction to the New Testament. Judea: here it means all Palestine. 
Zachary, of the rourse of Abia: see ""Religious Background'' in 
Introduction to the New Testament. Elizabeth: her ancestors were 
also priests. 

I, 9: Chose" .. , to bum i'1rense: an honor given a priest only 
once in a lifetime. 

I, 10: The hour of i'1cen1e: it may have been at the morning or 
evening sacri6ce. 
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11 incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 
12 standing at the right of the altar of incense. And Zachary, 

seeing him, was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 
13 But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zachary, 

for thy petition has been heard, and thy wife Elizabeth shall 
14 bear thee a son and thou shalt call his name John. And 

thou shalt have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at 
1S his birth. For he shall be great before the Lord; he shall 

drink no wine or strong drink, and shall be filled with the 
16 Holy Spirit even from his mother's womb. And he shall bring 

back to the Lord their God many of the children of Israel, I 
17 and he shall himself go before him in the spirit and power of 

Elias, to turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 
incredulous to the wisdom of the just; to prepare for the 
Lord a perfect people." 

lB And Zachary said to the angel, "How shall I know this? 
For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in years." 

19 And the angel answered and said to him, "I am Gabriel, 
who stand in the presence of God; and I have been sent 

20 to speak to thee and to bring thee this good news. And be
hold, thou shalt be dumb and unable to speak until the day 
when these things come to pass, because thou has not be
lieved my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time." 

21 And the people were waiting for Zachary, and they won-
22 dered at his tarrying so long in the temple. But when he did 

come out he could not speak to them, and they realized that 
he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs 
to them, but he remained dumb. 

23 And it came to pass, when the days of his service were 
24 completed, that he departed to his own house. Now after 

these days Elizabeth his wife conceived, and she secluded 

1, 11: Angel: see Mt 1, 20 n for the interpretation of the angel 
as a personification of God's Providence. 

1, 15-16: These are some of the requirements of the Nazirite 
vow. See Nn;i _6, 1-21 n. Strong drink: intoxicating liquor. Filled wilh 
lhe Holy Spmt: A not very well acceptable opinion deduces from this 
verse and from vv. 41, 44 that the Baptist was purified from original 
sii;i and obtained the use of reason. Contrary to that opinion, it is 
~1d that the evangelist's use of '"Holy Spirit" usually signifies the 
gift of prophecy. Due to this gift, the Baptist will convert many. 
Even from his mothers womb: just when the Baptist received the gift 
of prophecy depends on how literally Lk intended this expression. 

l, 17: The Baptist, fortified with the prophetic spirit like Elias, 
will "go before" the Lord as his herald (see 1, 76). 

1, 19: Who stand in the presence of God: this is probably not an 
honorary office but an Hebraic expression for one who serves. 
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2l herself for live months, saying, I "Thus has the Lord dealt 
with me in the days when he deigned to take away my 1e
proach among men." 

26 Annunciation of the Savior Now in the sixth ~onth the 
angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called 

21 Nazareth, I to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of 
28 the house of David. and the virgin's name was Mary. And 

when the angel had come to her, he said, "Hail, full of 
grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women." 

29 When she had heard him she was troubled at his word, and 
kept pondering what manner of greeting this might be. 

30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
31 thou hast found grace with God. Behold, thou shalt conceive 

in thy womb and shalt bring forth a son; and thou shalt call 

I, 25: A characteristic Old Testament sentiment (Gn 30, 23). 
I, 26-38: These verses are used for the Gospel at Mass on the 

Feast of the Annunciation, and on live other feasts. 
I, 26: In 1he sixlh moflth: of Elizabeth's pregnancy. See 1, 24. 

Nazareth: see Mt 2, 23 n. 
I, 27: Mary: a common name in her day, but there are over sixty 

theories on the etymological meaning of the Hebrew name, Mary. 
I, 28: Hail: the Greek word means joy, but the equivalent 

Aramaic !(reeling means peace. Full of grace: an expression of divine 
favor used only once more in the New Testament (Eph 1, 6). The 
prohahle meaning is that Mary personifies grace since the expression 
substitutes for her name. She is greeted '"full of grace" because the 
LorJ is with her. This text, without containing later Marian dogma, 
may be viewed as the foundation of the later defined dogmas of the 
lrnmaculate Conception and of the Assumption. ,.Blessed ... amoflg 
women: the phrase most probably slipped into this verse from v. 42. 
(The lege11d which told that Mary was brought to the temple at the 
age of three years and lived there for eleven years originated in the 
eighth century.) 

I, 29: IV hen she heard him: not in the original text. 
I, H-35: Scholars admit that Mary learned she was to be the 

mother of the Messia, but they dispute whether she knew that he 
would also be Jivine. The common long-standing opinion claims 
that l\bry knew of her son's divinity. One scriptural presentation of 
thi• opinion is as follows: although the expressions "Son of the 
Most Hi!(h" and "Son of God" do not necessarily mean a divine son, 
yet if Jesus is to be king "forever" (v. 32) and his kingdom is to 
have "no end" ( v. 33), then he must be God. The main objection 
to this kind of interpretation is: the expressions "forever" and "no 
end" are taken too literally. According to one recent opinion 
(Lvonnet), Mary received an initial faith in the divinity of her son. 
The "overshadowing" of the Holy Spirit (v. 35) signified to Mary: 
the Old Testament cloud of God's presence (Ex 40, 35) will enter 
her womb "and thcrefore"-precisely because her womb will be God's 
dwelling-"the Holy One to be born" will be God himself. This is a 
probable opinion even though it may be reading too much into the 
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32 his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give him the 
throne of David his father, and he shall be king over the 

H house of Jacob forever; I and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end." 

34 But Mary said to the angel, "How shall this happen, since 
I do not know man?" 

" And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit 
shall come upon thee and the power of the Most High shall 
overshadow' thee; and therefore the Holy One to be born 

36 shall be called the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth thy 
kinswoman also has conceived a son in her old age, and 

37 she who was called barren is now in her sixth month; I 
for nothing shall be impossible with God." 

38 But Mary said, "Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
done to me according to thy word." And the angel departed 
from her. 

word "overshadowing." The value of this opinion is that it explains 
how Mary could have learned of her son's divinity through Semitic 
thought patterns. Another recent opinion maintains that Mary did 
not even have an initial faith in Christ's divinity at the annunciation. 
She gradually grew in the knowledge of her son's divinity. The 
knowledge came to full bloom only at Pentecost. The strongest 
argument adduced is that in recording the temple scene ( 2, 50), the 
evangelist himself writes: "they (Mary and Joseph) did not under
stand the word that he (Jesus) spoke to them." In reply to this 
opinion, however, it may be stated: the expression "and they did not 
understand" could mean that they did not understand Christ's sudden 
change of conduct in going off on his own, even though he was divine. 
See 2, 49 n. Nevertheless, barring this weak scriptural answer, there 
is no strict scriptural refutation of, nor strict theological objection to 
this recent opinion. It remains a moot question whether the Fathers of 
the Church are unanimous in the teaching that Mary knew of her 
son's divinity at the annunciation, and whether papal writings are 
clear on this point. 

1, 32·33: On the allusion to Nathan's prophecy, see 2, 52 n. 
1, 34: "To know man" is an Hebraic expression for "to .have 

sexual intercourse." Of at least eight current opinions on the precise 
meaning of Mary's question, the common opinion says: her question 
indicates that she had previously made a proposal of virginity which 
she felt obliged to keep. The main objection to this opinion is: if 
Mary resolved to remain a virgin, why did she get engaged and did 
intend to marry? Without claiming to answer satisfactorily, the 
advocators of the common opinion reply that marriage with a man as 
Joseph provided the safest protection of Mary's virginity. 

1, 3 5 : See Mt l, 18 n on how this differs from similar pagan stories. 
1, 38: The angel: see Mt l, 20 n. 



ST. LUKE 1 215 

~9 The Visitation Now in those days Mary arose and went 
40 with haste into the hill country, to a town of Juda. And she 
41 entered the house of Zachary and saluted Elizabeth. And it 

came to pass, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, 
that the babe in her womb leapt. And Elizabeth was filled with 

42 the Holy Spirit, I and cried out with a loud voice, saying, 
"Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of 

43 thy womb! And how have I deserved that the mother 0f my 
44 Lord should come to me? For behold, the moment that the 

sound of thy greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb 
4' leapt for joy. And blessed is she who has believed, because 

the things promised her by the Lord shall be accomplished." 
46 And Mary said, 
47 "My soul magnifies the Lord, I and my spirit rejoices in 

l, 39: Mary visited Elizabeth shortly after the annunciation and 
before Joseph saw her condition (Mt l, 19ff n). A town of Juda: 
Ain Karim, about live miles southwest of Jerusalem, is the village 
which from only the sixth century on is held to be referred to here. 

l, 41-45: Through the gift of prophecy (see l, 15-16 n) Elizabeth 
learns that the movement of the child in her womb was not natural. 
Furthermore, she understands the message of the aonunciation and 
praises Mary's faith. 

l, 42: Blessed ••• dtflong women: the Hebraic superlative for 
most blessed. 

l, 43: The mother of my Lord: Elizabeth acknowledges Mary 
to be the mother of the Messia. See 2 Sm 24, 21 for this expression. 
Principally because of the queen mother's status of importance in 
the ancient Near East and in the Old Testament, a probable opinion 
considers Elizabeth's words "the mother of my Lord" to indicate that 
the queenship of Mary was a devotion among the early Christians even 
before the evangelist wrote this account. ' 

l, 44: Joy: to be taken metaphorically, for otherwise it would have 
to be interpreted that the "babe" had the use of reason, without which 
it could not have experienced joy at meeting Mary. 

l, 46-n: Except for vv. 48b and 49a, the Canticle ("The 
Magnilicat") is a chain of reminiscences from the psalms and 
especially from the Canticle of Anna. Seel Sm 2, 1·10 n. Consequently, 
the Canticle does not contain any specifically Christian idea, and it 
is not exceptional for its literary qualities. Yet it is a high point in 
Old Testament poor folk spirituality. See the Old Testament volume, 
page 1667 (paragraph 3), and the chart on page 1666. The long
standing opinion among Catholics according to which the Maxnifical 
is a Greek translation of a canticle composed by Mary in Aramaic and 
spoken by her at the visitation is giving way to this minority view: 
the canticle is not a verbatim rendering of Mary's words, but the 
evangelist's adaptation of the true sentiments expressed by Mary at 
the visitation. He may have obtained knowledge of some of these 
sentiments from Mary herself and some from another source or 
other sources. 

1, 46: Mary said: it is almost unanimously agreed upon that the 
original text reads "Mary" and not Elizabeth. 
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48 God my Savior; because he has regarded the lowliness of his 
handmaid; for, behold, henceforth all generations shall call 

49 me blessed; I because he who is mighty has done great 
'o things for me, and holy is his name; I and his mercy is from 
'1 generation to generation on those who fear him. He has 

shown might with his arm, he has scattered the proud in the 
'2 conceit of their heart. He has put down the mighty from 
'3 their thrones, and has exalted the lowly. He has filled the 

hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away 
'4 empty. He has given help to Israel, his servant, mindful of 
" his mercy---even as he spoke to ow: fathers--to Abraham 

and to his posterity forever." 
'6 And Mary remained with her about three months and re

turned to her own house. 

'7 Birth of the Baptist Now Elizabeth's time was fulfilled 
that she should be delivered, and she brought forth a son. 

'8 And her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had 
magnified his mercy towards her, and they rejoiced with her. 

'9 And it came to pass on the eighth day, that they came to 
circumcise the child, and they were going to calJ him by his 

60 father's name, Zachary. And his mother answered and said, 
"Not so, but he shalJ be calied John." 

61 And they said to her, "There is none of thy kindred that 
62 is called by this name." And they kept inquiring by signs 
63 of his father what he would have him calJed. And asking 

for a writing-tablet he wrote the words, "John is his name." 
64 And they all marvelled. I And immediat~ly his mouth was 

opened and his tongue loosed, and he began to speak, blessing 
6' God. And fear came on all their neighbors; and all these 
66 things were spoken abroad in alJ the hill country of Judea. And 

alI who heard them laid them up in their heart, saying, 
"What then will this child be?" For the hand of the Lord 

67 was with him. And Zachary his father was filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying. 

1, 5~: The verse links the promises made by God to Abraham with 
Mary's conceiving the Messia in her womb (v. 31). 

I, %: See 1, 39 n. 
I, 64 ·66: Some scholars believe that the Canticle of Zachary in 

vv. 68-79 was odded as on amplificotion of vv. 64-66. Besides, the 
repetition of "his father" in v. 67 (already said in 1, 59) seems to 
indicate that the conticle was inserted because v. 66 can smoothly con
tinue with v. 80. 
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68 "Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has 
visited and wrought redemption for his people, I and h~s 

69 raised up a horn of salvation for us, in the house of .David 
10 his servant, I as he promised through the mouth of his holy 
71 ones, the prophets from of old; I salvation from our enemies, 
72 and from the hand of all who hate us, I to show mercy to 
n our forefathers and to be mindful of his holy covenant, I of 

the oath that he swore to Abraham our father, that he would 
74 grant us, I that, delivered from the hand of our enemies, we 
n should serve him without fear, I in holiness and justice before 
76 him all our days. And thou, child, shalt be called the proph-

et of the Most High, for thou shalt go before the face of 
77 the Lord to prepare his ways, I to give to his people knowl-
78 edge of salvation through forgiveness of their sins, I because 

of the loving kindness of our God, wherewith the Orient 
79 from on high has visited us, I to shine on those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace." 

so And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and was 
in the deserts until the day of his manifestation to Israel. 

2 
1 The Birth of /esus Now it came to pass in those days, that 

a decree went forth from Caesar Augustus that a census of 

1, 68-79: This canticle, known as the Benedictus (from the trans
lation of the first word of the hymn in the Latin Vg), is a rosary 
of quotations mostly from the psalms, at least up to v. 73. The 
Jewish prayer Schemone Esre from pre-Christian times, and still 
said by Jews, is often compared with this canticle. There are three 
theories on the composition of the Benedictus and the Nunc dimittis 
(2, 29-32): 1. The canticles were composed by Zachary and Simeon. 
2. Although the canticles manifest the orally expressed sentiments of 
Zachary and Simeon, they were written by a later poet, maybe the 
evangelist. 3. Lk wrote them after Pentecost, yet they were to express 
the sentiments of Zachary and Simeon. 

1, 68-75: Zachary thanks God for the Messia. 
1, 68: Visited: God intervened in human history. 
1, 69: A horn: a metaphor for power. God has given his people 

a powerful Messia. 
1, 76-79: Zachary thanks God for the mission granted to his son. 
1, 76: The child will be God's herald as promised in 1, 17. 
1, 79: The Orient: the Rising Sun, a title of the Messia. Has 

visited us: will visit us. Darkneu ... death: the Messia will illumine 
those who are in sin. Peace: see 2, 14 n. 

2, 1-3: Catholics generally explain that Luke is speaking of a census 
ordered by Caesar Augustus for the Roman empire ("the whole 
world"), though not to be conducted at the same time throughout the 
empire. (Continued on pa/?,e 221.) 



LUKE 1-2: A MIDRASH 

Our annotations to Lk 1-2 presuppose that 
the literary form of these chapters consists In 
some variety of historical writing. 

The following is a summary of the opinion of 
R. Laurentin, which has been followed by many 
Catholics in recent years, that Lk 1-2 are an 
haggadic midrash. (For definition see Mt 1, 18 
-2, 23 n.) 

Luke is meditatively alluding to On 9 and Mal 
3, but especially to Gabriel's announcement to 
Daniel of the Messia's coming in seventy weeks 
(of years). See Dn 9, 24 n. In Lk l, 5-2, 22 
there are exactly seventy weeks from Gabriel's 
announcement to Zachary (1, 5ff) to the pre· 
sentation of the Messia in the temple (2, 22ff). 
This meditative allusion to Daniel seems to be 
Lk's peculiar literary expression of the fulfill· 
ment of Daniel's Messianic prophecy. 

The evangelist meditates on other Old Testa
ment texts. In depicting the annunciation scene. 
he alludes mainly to So 3, 14·17 wherein Israel 
is addressed as the Daughter of Sion. There are 
three remarkable similarities between Sopho
nia's oracle and the annunciation: 1. The an
nouncement of the Messianic Joy with "fejoice." 
2. The expression "fear not." 3. Yahweh is 
coming to Jerusalem as Savior-King. The evan· 
gelist makes two alterations: he changes the 
message addressed to the Daughter of Sion in
to an address to Mary "full of grace"; secondly, 
it is Jesus, the Son of the Most High, who is 
coming as Savior-King to reside in Mary. 

Furthermore, "The Lord God will give him the 
throne of David his father ••• " (Lk l, 32f) is 
an allusion to Nathan's prophecy. See 2 Sm 7, 
8·16 n. This allusion Is obvious even to those 
who do not follow the midrashlc Interpretation. 
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A comparison between the midrash of Lk 1-2 
and that of Mt 1-2 reveals: 1. In the account 
of Mt the references to the Old Testament are 
explicit; in Lk they are implicit. 2. The apologetic 
purpose of Mt is to prove that Christ accom· 
plished the prophecies of the Old Testament; Lk 
is content to meditate on the mystery of the 
birth and infancy of Christ by allusions to the 
Old Testament. 3. The choice of the infancy 
episodes and of the Old Testament texts differ 
greatly in both Mt and Lk. 

The historical nucleus common to Mt 1-2 
and Lk 1-2 comprises four truths: the virginal 
conception; the imposition of the name of Je· 
sus; the birth at Bethlehem; the infancy at 
Nazareth. Beyond this nucleus, each evangelist 
develops his own episodes and other historical 
truths. 
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2 the whole world should be taken. This first census took 
3 place while Cyrinus was governor of Syria. And all were 

going, each to his owo town, to register. 
~ And Joseph also went from Galilee out of the town of 

Nazareth into Judea to the town of David, which is called 
Bethlehem-because he was of the house and family of 

' David-to register, together with Mary his espoused wife, 
6 who was with child. And it came to pass while they were 

there, that the days for her to be delivered were fulfilled. 
1 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him 

in swaddling clothes, and laid him io a manger, because 
there was no room for them io the ion. 

e The Shepherds at the Crib And there were shepherds io 

This universal census is referred lo by "this first census took 
place while Cyrinus was governor of Syria." Standard objections are: 
I. Augustus never ordered such a census. In answer to this objection, 
it is proposed that such a decree is historically probable from 12 B.C. 
to 7 B.C. 2. Palestine was not then, in 6 B.C., a part of the Roman 
rmpire and, therefore, the census would not have been conducted there. 
A proposed answer to this is: although Herod was legally independent, 
In practice he was a puppet of Rome. 3. The census could not have 
been conducted according to the place of origin BS described by Lk 
(vv. 4-~), but accordin~ to residence. Proposed reply: there was the 
Egyptian practice of registering according lo the place of origin. 4. Ac
rc>rding to Josephus, the census under Cyrinus occurred in 6 A.D. 
when he was governor or legate in Syria. Lk, however, seems to be 
Spt"Jking about 6 B.C. In answer, it is proposed that Cyrinus may 
have been legate twic~nce in 6 A.O., and at an earlier time be
tween 12 and 8 B.C., which would square with the' evangelist's text. 

The weak answers to the standard objections show that the 
census of Cyrinus remains an unsolved historical problem. Other general 
th<"ories, advanced to solve the problem, have not proven satisfactory. 

2, 4: /ouph: nothin~ in the Gospels lends support to the theory 
that Joseph was an old man. Besides, every representation found in 
the hrst four centuries show him as a beardless young man. The old 
age 1heory seems to have originated in the fourth century for the 
purpose of protecting the doctrine of Mary's virginity. Had Joseph 
bc:cn an old man, the disproportionate age would have brought ridi
cule on Mary. 

2, 7: Firr1horn son: this was a tenn for the first male child because 
he was to he consecrated to God. See Ex 13, 2. The tenn in itself 
does not net·essarily mean that other children were born to the woman 
in question. It could easily mean an only child, as it reads on a 
l,ewish tomb, dated about ' B.C .. whereon the same expression, 
'firstborn son" is inscribed in Greek about a mother who died in child
birth. lf/ra/1ped ... laid: in the evangelist's words, the birth of 
Christ does not seem miraculous, but as having occurred in poor and 
humhlc circumstances. See Is 1, 3 n on the ox and ass. Manger: 
hosing their theories on St. Jerome's description of this manger "of 
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the same district living in the fields and keeping watch o 
9 their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord st< 

by them and the glory of God shone round about them, ' 
they feared exceedingly. 

10 And the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for 
hold, I bring you good news of great joy which shall be 

11 all the people; I for today in the town of David a Sa\ 
12 has been born to you, who is Christ the Lord. And this sl 

be a sign to you: you will find an infant wrapped in sw 
13 dling clothes and lying in a manger." And suddenly th 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host prais 
God and saying, 

14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace aml 
men of good will." 

ts And it came to pass, when the angels had departed fri 
them into heaven, that the shepherds were saying to ' 
another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this th1 
that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known 
us." 

16 So they went with haste, and they found Mary a 
17 Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. And when ti· 

had seen, they understood what had been told them cc 
18 cerning this child. And all who heard marvelled at I 

19 things told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept in mi 
20 all these things, pondering them in her heart. And t 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all ti 
they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken to them. 

baked clay" and on customs in Palestine (where wood has alw: 
been scarce), archeologists believe that Christ was laid in a c 
trough which was hewn out like a niche in the wall. They righ 
deny the genuineness of the five small boards venerated as Chris 
crib in the church of St. Mary Major (Rome). 

The notion that Jesus was born in a stable came from the G rt 
word itself, which can be translated "stable" instead of "crib" or "m• 
ger." But the notion that Jesus was born in a cave had its origin w 
Justin (150 A.D.) who situated the cave outside of Bethlehem. Ju~ 
probably derived this notion from Is 16, 33 (Sep.). The fourth " 
tury Constantinian church was built near such a cave, and its rem.11 
constitute the oldest Christian church in the world. The Empt·• 
Hadrian ( 117·138) built a pagan temple over the site to desecrate 
The celebration of Christ's birth on December 25 began in the fou1 
century to replace the feasts celebrating the rebirth of various SWl go, 

2, 9: Angel: see Mt 1, 20 n. 
2, 11: Christ: Messia. 
2, 14: The highest: high heaven. Peace: this characteristic gift 

Messianic times signifies material and spiritual welfare for t 
individual and for the community. 
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I 21 Circumcision and Presentation And when eight days 
were fulfilled for his circumcision, his name was called Jesus, 
the name given him by the angel before he was conceived in 
the womb. 

·22 And when the da}'I of her purification were fulfilled ac· 
cording to the Law of Moses, they took him up to Jeru· 

125 safem to present him to ~e Lord-as it is written in the 
Law of the Lord, "Every male that opens the womb shall be 

114 called holy to the Lord"- I and to offer a sacrifice according 
1 to what is said in the Law of the Lord, "a pair of turtle-

doves or two young pigeons." 
'2' And behold, there was in Jerusalem a man named Simeon, 
I and this man was just and devout, looking for the consola· 
126 tion of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it 
I had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should 
I not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. 
137 And he came by inspiration of the Spirit into the temple. And 
1 when his parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
IZB according to the custom of the Law, he also received him 
I into his arms and blessed God, saying, 
t.19 "Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, 0 Lord, according to 
!IO thy word, in peace; because my eyes have seen thy salvation, 
~I which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples: I 

I 2, 21: A reference to 1, 31 where the angel says that the name of 
!Mary's son will be Jesus. 

2, 22: The mother of a male child could not ful.6.ll this obligation 
till after forty days. See Lv 12, 3ff. ~ 

2, 23: A free quotation from Ex 13, 2. 
1 2, 24: See Lv 12, 8. 
: 2, 2~: Simeo'1: otherwise unknown. Other New Testament people 
lue called by the Greek equivalent, Simon. Simeon, who had received 
lthe charismatic p,ift of prophecy, was a typically fious person, patiently 
iwaitinii the Messianic era ("the consolation o Israel"). This verse 
lis reminiscent of a Jewish sayinp,, "U this is not true, may I not see the 
pinsolation." 

2, 26: See dedlh: experience death. Simeon is generally conjectured 
ID be an old man solely because of this verse and of his canticle. 
I 2, 28: He alto received him: Simeon does not seem to have been 
the officiating priest. See 2, 34 n. When the parents of Jesus broup,ht 
~um mto the temple, Simeon knew throup,h a revelation of the Holy 
Spirit that the child was the Messia, since Mary and Joseph do not 
liftm to have informed him. 

2, 29-32: The hymn is known as the Nu'1c dimillis from its first 
words in Latin. For its composition see l, 68-79 n. Simeon can be 
compared with the sentinel in the opening scene of Aeschylus' 
llxamem11011. 

2, 31-32: These verses are mostly based on random parts of Isaia. 
2, 31: Before lhe /au of: in the sight of. 
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52 a light of revelation to the Gentiles, and a glory for 
people Israel." . . 

53 And his father and mother were marvellmg at the th11 
:W spoken concerning him. And Simeon blessed them, and s 

to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is destined . for 
fall and for the rise of many in Israel, and for a sign l 

35 shall be contradicted. And thy own soul a sword sl 
pierce, that the thoughts of many hearts may be reveale 

36 There was also Anna, a prophetess, daughter of Pham 
of the tribe of Aser. She was of a great age, having Ii• 

37 with her husband seven years from her maidenhood, \ and 
herself as a widow to eighty-four years. She never left 
temple, with fastings and prayers worshipping night ~ 

3B day. And coming up at that very hour, she began to g 
praise to the Lord, and spoke of him to all who were aw: 
ing the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 And when they had fulfilled all things prescribed in 
Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, into their o 

40 town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became stro 
He was full of wisdom and the grace of God was upon h 

41 The Child Jesus in the Temple And his parents were w1 
to go every year to Jerusalem at the Feast of the Passo' 

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Je 
43 salem according to the custom of the feast. And after ti 

had fulfilled the days, when they were returning, the t 
Jesus remained in Jerusalem, and his parents did not kn, 

44 it. But thinking that he was in the caravan, they had con11 
day's journey before it occurred to them to look for Ii 

2, 32: See Acts 13, 47 n. 
2, 34: Blessed: it does not follow from the blessing that Simi 

was a priest. De1tined for the fall and for the riu of many: the 'I 
will be an occasion for the spiritual ruin and the cause for the salvat 
of many. 

2, 35: The sword of the persecution of Jesus will bring suffer 
on Mary, and the persecution will result in the revealing of me 
thoughts, i.e., whether they will follow or reject Christ. (Sam!' i 
in v. 34.) 

2, 36: A propheteu: not one who predicts but one who sre 
about God. 

2, 37: From her maidenhood: from the time of her marriage. Tl 
she lived as a widow till she was eighty-four years old. She "' 
left the temple ... nif!,ht and day: a hyperbolic way of saying 
visited the temple daily, not that she literally made her home there. 

2, 39: For the same return to Nazareth see Mt 2, 23. 
2, 40: The f!,race of God: the favor of God. 
2, 41: See Dt 16, 16. 
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4• among their relatives and acquaintances. And not .finding 
him, they returned to Jerusalem in search of him. 

46 And it came to pass after three days, that they found him 
in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening 

47 to them and asking them questions. And all who were lis
tening to him were amazed at his understanding and his 

48 answers. And when they saw him, they were astonished. And 
his mother said to him, "Son, why hast thou done so to us? 
flr.l1old, in sorrow thy father and I have been seeking thee." 

49 And he said to them, "How is it that you sought me? Did 
you not know that I must be about my Father's business?" 

'o And they did not understand the word that he spoke to them. 
,. And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, 

and was subject to them; and his mother kept all these 
'2 things carefully in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom 

and age and grace before God and men. 

I. THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF JESUS 

1 
3 
I John the Baptist Now in the fifteenth year of the reign 

of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was procurator of 
Judea, and Herod tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother 

2, 49: The-se are the first words of Jesus recorded in the Gospels. 
I mull be about my Father' I bu1ine11: the majority of modern scholars 
translates: '"Did you not know that I had to be in mt Father's house?" 
Both translations are grammatically possible. Since the scene occurs in 
the temple (see v. 46), the latter translation is favored. In other 
words, Jesus replies in effect: Why were you looking all over for me? 
Did you not know that I would not be in any other place than in the 
tt·mple? Regardless of whichever is correct, neither translation answers 
Mary's question why he suddenly decided to leave without telling his 
parents. In his reply, though cryptic, Jesus at least clearly asserts a 
certain independence from his parents, and his decision to do as he 
pk.ises. Those who hold that Mary did not know of her son's divinity 
et the annunciation (see 1, 31-35 n) explain that she was unable 
to comprehend his declaration of independence since she did not 
understand that Je-sus was divine and because of his divinity he could 
ri~htf ully make this declaration. 

2, 5 2: II? isdom ond axe: see "Christ's Knowledge" at the end of 
the Introduction to the Gospels. Gr«e: favor. 

3, 1-18: See par Mt 3, 1-12. 
1, 1 ·2: This is en example of the correct terminology adopted by 

Lk from the Hellenistic style of his day. 
3, I : Procuralor: governor. See map, Palestine according to Luke, 

p. 228. 



AN APPROXIMATE ORDERING OF EVENT~ 

IN THE TWO INFANCY NARRATIVES 

Narrative Text 

Annunciation of John the Baptist Lk l, 5-25 

Annunciation of the Savior Lk 1, 26-38 

Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth Lk 1, 39-56 

The birth of John the Baptist Lk 1, 57-80 

The doubt of Joseph Mt 1, 18-24 

The birth of Jesus Lk 2, 1-7 
Mt 1, 25 

The shepherds at the crib Lk 2, 8-20 

The circumcision Lk 2, 21 

The presentation Lk 2, 22-38 

Visit of the Magi Mt 2, 1-12 

Flight into Egypt Mt 2, 13-15 

The massacre of the innocents Mt 2, 16-18 

The return to Nazareth from Egypt Mt 2, 19-23 

The child Jesus in the temple Lk 2, 41-52 

226 
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tetrarch of the district of lturea and Trachonitis, and Ly-
2 sanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas 

and Caiphas, the word of God came to John, the son of 
' Zachary, in the desert. And he went into all the region about 

the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the for-
4 giveness of sins, a.s it is written in the book of the words of 

haias the prophet, 
"The voice of one crying in the desert, 'Make ready the 

' way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall 
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, 
and the crooked ways shall be made straight, and the rough 

6 ways smooth; I and all mankind shall see the salvation of 
God.'" 

7 He said therefore to the crowds that went out to be 
baptized by him, "Brood of vipers! who has shown you 

e how to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore 
fruits befitting repentance, and do not begin to say, 'We 
have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you that God 
is able out of these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

9 For even now the axe is laid at the root of the trees; every 
tree, therefore, that is not bringing forth fruit is to be cut 
down and thrown into the lire." 

10 And the crowds asked him, saying, "What then are we to 
11 do?" And he answered and said to them, "Let him who has 

two tunics share with him who has none; and let him who 
has food do likewise." 

12 And publicans also came to be baptized, and they said 
13 to him, "Master, what are we to Jo?" But he said to them, 

"Exact no more than what has been appointed you." 
14 And soldiers also asked him, saying, "And we-what are 

we to do?" And he said to them, "Plunder no one, accuse no 
one falsely, and be content with your pay." 

1' Now as the people were in expectation, and all were won
derin~ in their hearts about John, whether perhaps he might 

1
6 be the Christ, I John addressed them, saying to all, "I indeed 

baptize you with water. But one mightier than I is coming, 
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to loose. He will 

17 baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with lire. His winnowing 

3, 2: AnnaI: see Acts 4, 6 n. 
3, ~·6: Lk quotes more of lsaia than do Mt and Mk. See Is 40, 3-5. 
3. 4: The voice of 011e cryi11!!,: voice of a herald. 
3, 12·14: Of the three parallel passages it is Lk's alone that mentions 

two of the classes of people whom the Baptist addressed. He 
preached t? the tax collectors against extortion, and to the soldiers 
ogainst using unlawful means to supplement their wages. 



Palestine 
according to 

Luke 3, 1 

Jerusaleme 

JUDEA 

N 

+ 
228 



ST. LUKE 3 229 

fan is in his hand, and he will clean out his threshing floor, 
and will gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will 

18 burn up with unquenchable lire." So with many different ex
hortations he kept on preaching the gospel to the people. 

19 But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him concerning 
Herodias, his brother's wife, and concerning all the evil 

20 things that Herod had done, crowned all this by shutting up 
John in prison. 

21 The Baptism of lesus Now it came to pass when all the 
people had been aptized, Jesus also having been baptized 

22 and being in prayer, that heaven was opened, and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form as a dove, and 
a voice came from heaven, "Thou art my beloved Son, in 
thee I am well pleased." 

23 Genealogy of /esus And Jesus himself, when he began his 
work, was about thirty years of age, being-as was supposed 

24 the son of Joseph, the son of Heli, the son of Matthat, I the 
son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of J anne, the son of 

2' Joseph, I the son of Matthathias, the son of Amos, the son 
26 of Naum, the son of Esli, the son of Nagge, I the son of 

Maath, the son of Matthathias, the son of Semei, the son of 
27 Josech, the son of Joda, I the son of Joanna, the son of Resa, 

the son of Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel, the son of Neri, I 
2e the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the 
29 son of Elmadam, the son of Her, I the son of Jesus, the son 

of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of 
30 Levi, I the son of Simeon, the son of Judas: the son of Joseph, 
31 the son of Jona, the son of Eliachim, I the son of Melea, the 

son of Menna, the son of Matthata, the son of Nathan, the 
32 son of David, I the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of 
33 Booz, the son of Salmon, the son of Naasson, I the son 

of Aminadab, the son of Aram, the son of Esron, the son of 
3~ Phares, the son of Judas, I the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, 

the son of Abraham, the son of Thare, the son of Nachor, I 
3' the son of Seruch, the son of Ragau, the son of Phalec, the 
36 son of Eber, the son of Sale, I the son of Cainan, the son of 

Arphaxad, the son of Sem, the son of Noe, the son of 
'7 Lamech, I the son of Mathusale, the son of Enoch, the son 

3, 19-20: For the complete story of the Baptist's imprisonment 
and death see Mt 14, 3-12 and Mk 6, 17-29. 

3, 21-22: For par see Mt 3, 13·17 n. 
3, 23-38: For par see Mt 1, 1-17 n. 
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38 of Jared, the son o~ Malaleel, the son of Cainan, I the son 
of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, who was of God. 

4 
1 The Temptation Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, re

turned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit about the 
2 desert I for forty days, being tempted the while by the devil. 

And he ate nothing those days, and when they were com
pleted he was hungry. 

3 And the devil said to him, "If thou art the Son of God, 
4 command that this stone become a loaf of bread." And Jesus 

answered him, "It is written, 'Not by bread alone shall man 
live, but by every word of God.' " 

' And the devil led him up, and showed him all the king-
6 doms of the world in a moment of time. And he said Lo 

him, "To thee will I give all this power and their glory; 
for to me they have been delivered, and to whomever I 

7 will I give them. Therefore if thou wilt worship before me, 
8 the whole shall be thine.'' And Jesus answered and said to 

him, "It is written, 'The Lord thy God shalt thou worship, 
and him only shalt thou serve.' " 

9 Then he led him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle 
of the temple and said to him, "If thou art the Son of God, 

10 throw thyself down from here; for it is written, 'He will give 
11 his angels charge concerning thee, to preserve thee'; and, 

'Upon their hands they shall bear thee up, lest thou dash thy 
foot against a stone.' " 

12 And Jesus answered and said to him, "It is said, 'Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.' " 

13 And when the devil had tried every temptation, he departed 
from him for a while. 

2 

14 /esus at Nazareth And Jesus returned in the power of the 
Spirit into Galilee; and the fame of him went out through the 

4, 1-13: For par see Mt 4, 1-11 n. 
4, 9-10: Lk differs from Mt by reversing the order of the second 

and third temptations. 
4, 13: For a while: this phrase is commonly interpreted as an 

allusion to Satan's final attack on Jesus through others at the Passion, 
e.g., through Judas (22, 3); through the chief priests (22, 52-53). 

4, ~4-15:. The first threi; evangelists situate the public ministry of 
Jesus 10 Galilee after the episode of the temptations. 
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15 whole country. And he taught in their synagogues, and was 
honored by all. 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up; 
and according to his custom, he entered the synagogue on 

17 the Sabbath and stood up to read. And the volume of Isaias 
the prophet was handed to him, and after he opened the 
volume, he found the place where it was written, 

te .. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because he has anointed 
19 me; I to bring good news to the poor he has sent me, to pro

claim to the captives release, and sight to the blind; I to set at 
liberty the oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of recompense." 

20 And closing the volume, he gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were 

21 gazing on him. But he began to say to them, "Today this 
22 Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." And all bore 

him witness, and marvelled at the words of grace that came 
from his mouth. And they said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 

23 And he said to them, "You will surely quote me this 
proverb, 'Physician, cure thyself! Whatever things we have 
heard of as done in Capharnaum, do here also in thy own 

2~ country!'" I But he said, "Amen I say to you, no prophet 
2l is acceptable in his own country. In truth I say to you, 

there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when 
heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and 

26 a great famine came over all the land; I and to none of 
them was Elias sent, but rather to a widowed woman in 

27 Sarepta of Sidon. And there were many lepers in Israel 
in the time of Eliseus the prophet; arul not one of them 
was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian." 

.4. 16-30: This introduction announces that the ministry of Jesus 
will be one of mercy (vv. 18-19) and that he will be rejected by 
the Jews ( vv. 28-30); it also insinuates that he will be accepted by 
the Gentiles (vv. 24-27). 

4, 16-2·1: See par Mt 13, 53-58. 
4, IH-19: See Is 61, 1-2 n. 
4, 20- Sat dow11: the common posture of a preacher. 
4, 21·22: It is usually held that these verses express the people's 

ama1~·menl at th~ Jedaration of one of their own to be the expected 
Mess1a, nnd t_he1r dismay because they had mistakenly hoped for a 
pol111rnl Mess1a. 

4, 23: Cou"Jry: Nazareth. 
4, 25-26: The incident is related in 3 Kgs 17, 8-24. 
4, 25: ll.a1•e11 w<11 1hu1 up for three yeaTJ and ,;x momh1: Jas 5 

17 states the same length of the drought which renders "in the thu-°d 
year of 3 Ki;s 18, 1 more precise. /JI/ the land: the COWltryside. 

4, 27: For this event see 4 Kgs 5, 1-14. 
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28 And all in the synagogue, as they heard these things, 
29 were filled with wrath. And they rose up and put him forth 

out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill, on 
which their town was built, that they might throw him down 

30 headlong. But he, passing through their midst, went his way. 
31 And he went down to Capharnaum, a town of Galilee. 
32 And there he was teaching them on the Sabbath. I And they 

were astonished at his teaching, for his word was with 
authority. 

33 The Cure of a Demonilzc Now in the synagogue there was 
a man possessed by an unclean devil, and he cried out with 

34 a loud voice, I saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with 
thee, Jesus of Nazareth? Hast thou come to destroy us? I 

3) know thee, who thou art, the Holy One of God." I And Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, "Hold thy peace, and go out of him." 
And when the devil had thrown him down into the midst, he 

36 went out of him, without harming him at all. And amazement 
came upon all, and they discussed it with one another, saying, 
"What is this word? For with authority and power he com· 

37 mands the unclean spirits, and they come out." And rumor 
concerning him went forth into every place of the region 
roundabout. 

38 Peters Mother-in-law But he rose from the synagogue 
and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-law was 
suffering from a great fever, and they besought him for her. 

4, 29: The brow of the hill: two places have been proposed as 
the location of this site, but both proposals lack sufficient justification. 

4, 30: Since Jesus rarely used his miraculous powers for his own 
convenience, one must not necessarily think that he escaped miracu
lously here. The evangelist may simply be saying: no one could harm 
Jesus because his time to die had not yet come (compare 9, 51). 

4, 31-37: The principal message is: Jesus conquers the devils. See 
par Mk 1, 21-28. 

4, 31: The evangelists never mention the returning of Jesus to 
Nazareth. 

4, 34: The Holy One of God: neither in the Old Testament nor 
in the New Testament is this title known to apply to the Messia. It 
means a man who is especially close to God. 

4, 35: Into the mid1t: of the people. 
4, 36: What iJ thiJ word?: see par Mk 1, 27: "What new doctrine 

is this?" 
4, 38-39: See par Mt 8, 14-15. 
4, 38: A great fever: see the Introduction to this Gospel on the 

medical terms reflecting the evangelist's profession. 
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39 And standing over her he rebuked the fever, and it left her; 
and she rose at once and began to wait on them. 

40 Other Miracles Now when the sun was setting, all who had 
persons sick with various diseases brought them to him. And 
he laid his hands upon each of them and cured them. 

41 And devils also came forth from many, crying out and saying, 
"Thou art the Son of God." And he rebuked them, and did 
not permit them to speak, because they knew that he was 
the Christ. 

42 Now when it was day, he went out and departed into a 
desert place. And the crowds were seeking after him, and 
they came to him, and tried to detain him, that he might 

43 not depart from them. I But he said to them, "To the other 
towns also I must proclaim the kingdom of God, for this 

44 is why I have been sent." And he was preaching in the 
synagogues of Galilee. 

5 
t The First Disciples Called Now it came to pass, while the 
crowds were pressing upon him to hear the word of God, that 

2 he was standing by Lake Genesareth. And he saw two boats 
moored by the lake, but the fishermen had left them and were 

3 washing their nets. And getting into one of their boats, 
the one that was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little 

4 from the land. And sitting down, he began to leach the 
crowds from the boat. But when he had ceased speaking, he 
said to Simon, "Put out into the deep, and lower your nets 
for a catch." ' 

And Simon answered and said to him, "Master, the whole 

4, 39: The fever: see Mt 8, 14 n. 
4, 40-41: See par Mt 8, 16·17. 
4, 40: PerJOns: friends. 
4, 41: The Chri11: the Messia. 
4, 42-44: See par Mk 1, 35-39. 
4, 42: A deur1 place: a lonely place. 
4, 43: Thi1 i1 why I have been sent: see Mk 1, 38 n. 
4, 44: Galilee: Judea. 
S, 1-11: See Mk 1, 16-20 n. 
S, I : Lake Gene1areth: this is an example of Lk's frequent method 

of Hellenizing certain Semitic terms to make them better under
standable to his Gentile readers. The common name in the other 
three Gospels is the Sea or Lake of Galilee. 

S, 3: He bef,an to Jea,h: he continued to teach. 
S, S: Ma.11er: only in this Gospel is Jesus called Master. It sub

stitutes for "rabbi" 10 the other Gospels. This is one more example 
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night through we have toiled and have taken nothing; but 
6 at thy word I will lower the net." And when they had done 

so, they enclosed a great number of fishes, but their net was 
7 breaking. And they beckoned to their comrades in the other 

boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both 
the boats, so that they began to sink. 

e But when Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 

9 0 Lord.'' For he and all who were with him were amazed 
10 at the catch of fish they had made; I and so were also 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners 
with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; 

11 henceforth thou shalt catch men." And when they had 
l>rought their boats to land, they left all and followed him. 

12 A Leper And it came to pass, while he was in one of the 
towns, that, behold, there was a man full of leprosy. And 
when he saw Jesus he fell on his face and besought him, 

13 saying, "Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean." I And 
stretching forth his hand he touched him, saying, "I will; 
be thou made dean.'' And i=ediately the leprosy left 

14 him. I And he charged him to tell no man, but, "Go, show 
thyself to the priest, and offer the gift for thy purification, 
as Moses commanded, for a witness to them." 

n But so much the more the tidings spread concerning him, 
and great crowds gathered together to hear him and to be 

16 cured of their sicknesses. But he himself was in retirement 
in the desert, and in prayer. 

of the evangelist's Hellenizing of Semitic terms. See Mk 9, 4 n. Ni~ht: 
~iace nighttime is a better time to fish, the abundant catch ( v. 6) was 
all the more astonishing. I will lower: this was not only an act of 
obedience but one of confidence that Jesus could help. 

5, 8: Simon Peter: this is the only place in Lk where the double 
name occurs. I am a sinful man, 0 Lord: the trend among Catholic 
scholars is to interpret that Peter at this time did not believe in 
Christ as being divine, and most probably not even as being the 
Messia, but only as being a holy man of God. 

5, 10: Notice how Peter is made the central figure of the entire 
episode. Catch men: some scholars believe that the miraculous catch 
of fishes was primarily intended by our Lord to indicate symbolically 
Peter's future role in the Church, and secondarily out of pity. See 
Mk 1, 17 n on "fishers of men." 

5, 12-16: See par Mt 8, 1-4. 
5, 12: Full of leprosy: see "leper" in Mt 8, 2 n and the Introduction 

to this Gospel on medical terms reflecting the evangelist's profession. 
5, 14: Tell no man ••• witness to them: see Mt 8, 4 n. 
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17 And it came to pass oo ooe of the days, that he sat 
teaching. And there were Pharisees aod teachers of the 
Law sitting by, who had come out of every village of 
Galilee and Judea and out of Jerusalem. And the power of 
the Lord was present to heal them. 

lB A Paralytic at Caphamaum And behold, some men were 
carrying upon a pa11et a man who was paralyzed, and they 
were trying to bring him in and to lay him before him. 

19 And as they found no way of bringing him in, because of 
the crowd, they went up onto the roof and lowered him 
through the tiles, with his pallet, into the midst before Jesus. 

20 And seeing their faith, he said, "Mao, thy sios are forgiven 
thee." 

21 And the Scribes and Pharisees began to argue, saying. 
"Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can for-

21 give sins, but God only?" But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, 
answered and said to them, "Why are you arguing in your 

23 hearts? I Which is easier, to say, 'Thy sins are forgiven thee,' 
21 or to say, 'Arise and walk'? But that you may know that 

the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"-he 
said to the paralytic-"! say to thee, arise, take up thy 
pallet and go to thy house." 

25 And immediately he arose before them, took up what 
he had been lying on, and went away to hi$ house, glorify-

26 ing God. And astonishment seized upon them all, and 
they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying. "We 
have seen wonderful things today." 

'· 17: Wa.r flrnenl lo heal lhem: in Greek: made him heal. 
'· 18-26: For par see Mt 9, 1-8 n. 
'· 19: Then wenl up onlo 1he roof: by an outside staircase, a 

normal part of an oriental house. Tile1: some experts explain that 
in those days Palestinian houses were not constructed with roof-tiles, 
hut that Lk used this term to be understood by his Greek Gentile 
readers. 

5, 20: Seeinx 1heir failh: most scholars believe this to mean the 
faith of the paralytic and of his four bearers as well. See Mt 9, 2 n. 

5, 21-23: See Mt 9, 3-7 n. 
5, 21: Who can forxifJe 1in1 bul God onlyi': since it is not clearly 

stated in the Old Testament that the Messia himself would forgive 
sins, some biblicists point to Old Testament passages in which 
forgiveness of sins is foretold as a characteristic of Messianic times. 
See Jer 31, 34 n; Lk 1, 77. 

5, 24: Son of Man: see Mt 9, 6 n. 
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27 The Call of Levi And after this he went forth; and he s 
a publican, named Levi, sitting in the tax collector's pla 

28 and he said to him, "Follow me." And leaving all thin 
29 he arose and followed him. And Levi gave a great feast 

him at his house; and there was a great gathering of public; 
30 and of others, who were at the table with them. And I 

Pharisees and their Scribes were grumbling, saying to 
disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with publicans a 

31 sinners?" And Jesus answered and said to them, "It is r 
the healthy who need a physician, but they who are si. 

32 I have not come to call the just, but sinners, to repentanu 

33 The Question of Fasting Now they said to him, "\V 
do the disciples of John fast often and make supplicatio1 
and likewise those of the Pharisees, whereas thy disci1' 

34 eat and drink?" He said to them, "Can you make the Wf 

3~ ding guests fast as long as the bridegroom is with them? H 
the days will come-and when the bridegroom shall 
taken away from them, then they will fast in those days.' 

36 And he spoke a parable also to them, "No one puts 
patch from a new garment on an old garment; else n 
only does he tear the new one, but the patch from the rn 

37 garment does not match the old. And no one pours nt 
wine into old wine-ski»s; else the new wine will burst t 

38 skins, and will be spilt itself, and the skins ruined. B 
new wine must be put into fresh skins, and both are sa vt 

39 And no man after drinking old wine immediately desi1 
new; for he says, 'The old is better.'" 

5, 27-32: See par Mt 9, 9·13. 
5, 27-28: An acceptable interpretation is that we have here 

writing the whittled-down essentials of a story after it was orally 1 
peated for years. 

5, 27: Levi: see Mt 9, 9 n. Since the other disciples (vv. 10-11 
could always return to fishing, Mt's decision to follow Christ was mo 
final because he could not easily return to his position as tax collect< 

5, 29: Publicans: see Mk 2, 15 n. 
5, 30: See Mt 9, 11 n on the artificial setting. 
5, 33-39: See par Mt 9, 14-17. 
5, 33: They: see Mt 9, 14 n. In all three parallel accounts t' 

indication of time, place, and circumstances is missing. These deta 
may have been lost in the period of oral transmission from the timv 
Christ to the writing of the Gospels. Regardless, the chief purpu 
of the narrative is to present Christ's views on fasting. 

5, 35: Bridef,room: see Mt 9, 15 n. 
5, 36-39: For these two parables see Mt 9, 16-17 n. 
5, 38: And both are saved: not included in the original text. 
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6 
1 The Disciples Pl11&la Grain on the Stlbbath Now it came 

to pass on the second first Sabbath, that he was going 
through standing grain, and his disciples were plucking and 

2 eating the ears of grain, rubbing them with their hands. But 
some of the Pharisees said to them, 'Why are you doing 

5 what is not lawful on the Sabbath?" And Jesus answered 
and said to them, "Have you not, then, read what David 

4 Jld when he and those with him were hungry? I how he 
entered the house of God, and took, ate, and gave to 
those who were with him, the loaves of proposition, 

' which no one may lawfully eat except the priests?" And 
he said to them, "The Son of Man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath." 

6 A Man with a Withered Hand And it came to pass on 
another Sabbath, that he entered the synagogue and taught. 

7 And a man was there and his right hand was withered. And 
the Scribes and the Pharisees were watching whether he cured 
on the Sabbath, that they might find how to accuse him. 

e But he knew their thoughts, and be said to the man with 
the withered hand, "Arise and stand forth in the midst." 

!I And he arose and stood forth. I But Jesus said to them, "I 
ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good, or to do 

10 evil? to save a life, or to destroy it?" And having looked 
around upon them all, he said to the man, "Stretch forth 
thy hand." And he stretched it forth, and his hand was 

II restored. But they were filled with fury, and began to discuss 
among themselves what they should do -to Jesus. 

12 The Choice of the Twelve Now it came to pass in those 
days, that he went out to the mountain to pray, and continued 

6, 1-5: Sec par Mt 12, 1-8. Mt and Lk try to be more literary than 
Mk is in this account. 

6, l_: The second {im Sabba1h: there is no adequate explanation 
~or this. exp~ession. Many textual critics delete "second first" since 
11 1s omitted m several important Greek manuscripts. 

6, 3-4: Jesus refer.i to 1 Sm 21, 1-6. 
6, 5: See Mt 12, B n. 
6, 6-11: See par Mt 12, 9-14. A recurring Gospel theme is that 

the le11al mentality of the Pharisees hindered them from accepti~ 
Christ's claims. 

6, 11: Althou!!h Ex 31, 14 demanded the death penalty for breaking 
the Sabbath, the law was apparently not enforced at the time of Jesus 
nor was he ever formally accused of violating it. 

6, 12-16: .See t~ble The Twelve Apostles, p. 157. 
6, 12: It 1s typical of Lk to mentioo Christ prayi~. 
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13 all night in prayer to God. And when day broke, he sun 
moned his disciples; and from these he chose twelve (who 

14 he also named apostles); Simon, whom he named Peter, an 
his brother Andrew; James and John; Philip and Barthol• 

is mew; I Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alpheus, an 
16 Simon called the Zealot; Jude the brother of James, an 

Judas Iscariot, who turned traitor. 

3 

17 The Sermon on the Mount: The Scene And comin 
down with them, he took his stand on a level stretch, wit 
a crowd of his disciples, and a great multitude of peopl 
from all Judea and Jerusalem, and the sea coast of Tyre an 

18 Sidon, I who came to listen to him and to be healed of thci 
diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spiril 

19 were cured. And all the crowd were trying to touch hi11 
for power went forth from him and healed all. 

20 The Beatitudes and Woes And he lifted up his eyes t, 
his disciples, and said, 

"Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of Goe 
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisliec 
22 Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. Blesse• 

shall you be when men hate you, and when they shut yrn 
out, and reproach you, and reject your name as evil, he 

23 cause of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and exult 
for behold your reward is great in heaven. For in th' 
selfsame manner their fathers used to treat the prophets 

24 "But woe to you rich! for you are now having your comfort 
2~ Woe to you who are filled! for you shall hunger. Woe t< 

6, 13: The twelve are selected from among a larger crowd o 
disciples. 

6, 17-49: See Mt 5-7 n. 
6, 17-23: Used as the Gospel for seven Masses. 
6, 17: Level Jtretch: a plateau on a flank of the mountain, accordi111 

to some interpreters. 
6, 20-23: For par see Mt 5, 3-12 n. 
6, 20: The evangelist's use of "you" is more effective than thal 

of "they" in Mt. 
6, 22: Shut you out: ostracize you. 
6, 24-26: The four woes interpret the preceding four beautitudes 

The milieu of the woes apparently is no longer Galilee as in the 
primitive edition, nor is the background that of the kingdom inaut-:u 
rated through our Lord's preaching. The milieu seems to be the earli 
Church, as described in Acts, whose members came from the cornm"r 
people. 



ST. WKE 6 239 

26 you who laugh now! for you shall mourn and weep. I Woe 
to you when all men speak well of you! Io the selfsame 
manner their fathers used to treat the prophets. 

21 The Rules of Charity "But I say to you who are listening: 
2s Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you. Bless those 
29 who curse you, pray for those who calumniate you. Aod to 

him who strikes thee oo the ooe cheek, offer the other also; 
and from him who takes away thy cloak, do not withhold 

30 thy tunic either. Give to everyone who asks of thee, and from 
31 him who takes away thy goods, ask no return. And even as 
32 you wish men to do to you, so also do you to them. And if 

you love those who love you, what merit have you? For 
'3 even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good 
~ to those who do good to you, what merit have you? For even 

sinners do that. I And if you lend to those from whom you 
hope to receive in return, what merit have you? For even 
sinners lend to sinners that they may get back as much io 

3' return. But love your enemies; aod do good, and lend, not 
hoping for any return, and your reward shall be great, and 
you shall be children of the Most High, for he is kind towards 

'6 the ungrateful and evil. Be merciful, therefore, eveo aa your 
Father is merciful. 

37 "Do not judge, and you shall not be judged; do not 
condemn, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and 

'e you shall be forgiven; give, and it shall be given to you; 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
shall they pour into your lap. For with what measure you 
measure, it shall be measured to you." 

39 Self-examination And he spoke a parable also to them, 
"Can a blind man guide a blind man? Will not both fall into 

4o a pit? No disciple is above his teacher; but when perfected, 
41 everyone will be like his teacher. But why dost thou see 

the speck in thy brother's eye, and yet dost not consider 
12 the beam in thy own eye? And how canst thou say to thy 

hrnther, 'Brother, let me cast out the speck from thy eye,' 
wl11le thou thyself dost not see the beam in thy own eye? 

6, 26: The prophet1: in Greek, "the false prophets." 
6, 27-.%: See par Mt 5, 43-48. , 
6, 29: See Mt 5, 39 n. 
6, 31: For par see Mt 7, 12 n. 
6, 3Rb: See Mk 4, 24 n. 
6, 39: The same saying is found in Mt 15, 14. 
6, 40: See Mt 10. 24 n. 
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Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam from thy own eye, 
and then thou wilt see clearly to cast out the speck from 
thy brother's eye. 

43 "For there is no good tree that bears bad fruit, nor is 
44 there a bad tree that bears good fruit. For every tree is 

known by its fruit. For from thorns men do not gather 
4s figs, neither from a bramble do they harvest grapes. The 

good man from the good treasure of his heart brings forth 
that which is good; and the evil man from the evil treasure 
brings forth that which is evil. For out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaks. 

46 Conclusion of the Sermon "But why do you call me, 
47 'Lord, Lord,' and not practise the things that I say? Every

one who comes to me and hears my words and acts upon 
48 them, I will show you what he is like: he is like a man 

building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon 
rock. And when a flood came, the stream broke against that 
house and could not shake it; because it was founded on 

49 rock. I But he who has heard my words and has not acted 
upon them is like a man who built his house upon the 
ground without a foundation; against which the stream broke 
and straightway it fell in, and great was the wreck of that 
house_" 

7 
1 The Centurion's Servant When he had finished all his 

discourse in the hearing of the people, he entered Capharnaum. 
2 Now a servant of a certain centurion, to whom he was dear, 
3 was sick to the point of death. And the centurion, hearing 

of Jesus, sent to him elders of the Jews, beseeching him tu 
4 come and save his servant. And when they came to Jesus, 

they entreated him earnestly, saying to him, "He is worthy 
s that thou shouldst do this for him, I for he loves our nation 

and himself has built us our synagogue." 

6, 43: The same saying is found in Mt 12, 33-35. 
6, 44: See Mt 7, 16-18 for the same saying. 
6, 46: See the same idea in Mt 7, 21. 
6, 47-49: See par Mt 7, 24-27. Mt contrasts a wise man with a 

foolish man; Lk contrasts an energetic man with an idle man. Mt 
focuses on a durable site; Lk focuses on a solid foundation. 

7, 1-10: For par see Mt 8, 5-13 n. The focal point of the story is 
apparently not the miracle but the faith of the pagan centurion. 
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6 So Jesus went with them. And when he was now not 
far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, 
'"Lord, do not trouble thyself, for I am not worthy that 

7 thou shouldst come under my roof; this is why I did not 
think myself worthy to come to thee. But say the word, 

e and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man subject 
to authority, and have soldiers subject to me; and I say 
to one, "Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and 
he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 

II Now when Jesus heard this, he marvelled, and turning 
to the crowd that followed him, said, "Amen I say to you, 

10 not even in Israel have I found such great faith." And 
when the messengers returned to the house, they found the 
servant in good health who had been ill. 

n The Widouls Son And it came to pass soon afterwards, 
that he went to a town called Nairn; and his disciples and 

12 a large crowd went with him. And as he drew near the gate 
of the town, behold, a dead man was being carried out, 
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a 

n large gathering from the town was with her. And the Lord, 
seeing her, had compassion on her, and said to her, "Do 

14 not weep." And he went up and touched the stretcher; and 
the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say 

1' to thee, arise." And he who was dead, sat up, and began 
to speak. And he gave him to his mother. 

7, 6: See Mt 8, 8 n. 
7, 9: Lk highli~hts, more than Mt, that the faith of the pagan was 

greater than the faith of the Jews. See Mt 10, 5 n. 
7, 11-17: The story, found only in this Gospel, is one of the three 

instances narrated in the Gospels of a resurrection from the dead by 
Jesus. The other two are those of the daughter of Jairus (8, 40-56) 
and of Lazarus (Jn 11, 1-44). Here in Lk"s narrative there are several 
reminiscences of a similar event in the lives of Elias and Eliseus. 
Nairn (v. 1) is only a few miles from Sunam, the place of Eliseus' 
raising of a young man (4 Kgs 4, 8-37). 1be words, "'And he gave 
him to his mother"" ( v. 15) are identical with those that describe the 
raising to life of the son of the widow of Sarephta by Elias ( 3 Kgs 
17, 23). 

7, 11: Ndim: this hamlet is mentioned only here in the whole 
Bible. It lies a few miles southeast of Nazareth. 

71 12: The burial took place customarily in the evening of the day 
of death. 

7, 13: The Lord: in the Gospels this title for Jesus is characteristic 
of Lk. Ordinarily it is ascribed to God the Father. 

7, D: See 7. 11-17 n. 
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16 But fear seized upon all and they began to glorify God, 
saying, "A great prophet has risen among us," and "God 

17 has visited his people." And this report concerning him 
went forth throughout the whole of Judea, and all the 
country roundabout. 

tB The Baptisfs Deputation And John's disciples brought 
19 him word of all these things. And John summoned two 

of his disciples and sent them to the Lord, saying, "Art 
thou he who is to come, or shall we look for another?" 

20 And when the men had come to him, they said, "John 
the Baptist has sent us to thee, saying, 'Art thou he who 

21 is to come, or shall we look for another?' " In that very 
hour he cured many of diseases, afflictions and evil spirits, 

22 and to many who were blind he granted sight. And he 
answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what 
you have heard and seen; I the blind see, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead rise, the 

23 poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he 
who is not scandalized in me." 

24 Chrisfs Witness Concerning /ohn Then, as the mes
sengers of John left, he began to say to the crowds concerning 
John, "What did you go out to the desert to see? A recd 

2~ shaken by the wind? I But what did you go out to see? A man 
clothed in soft garments? Behold, those who wear fine clothes 

26 and live in luxury are in the houses of kings. I But what did 
27 you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 

a prophet. I This is he of whom it is written, 'Behold, I 
send my messenger before thy face, who shall make ready thy 
way before thee.' 

7, 16:. Many interpreters believe this to be in keeping with Lk's 
presentation of Jesus as a prophet (7, 39; 24, 19); and to me::n 
perhaps that the Old Testament prophecy (see Dt 18, 15-20 n) has 
been fulfilled. 

7, 18-28: See par Mt 11, 2-15. 
7, 19: He who is to come: see Mt 11, 3 n. 
7, 22-23: See Mt 11, 4-5 n. 
7, 22: The dead rise: the evangelist most probably placed the 

na~rahve. of the resurrection of the widow's son in the preceding 
episode in order to have Jesus tell the Baptist's followers: "the dead 
rise." 

7, 23: See Mt 11, 6 n on the Baptist's idea about Jesus. 
7, 25-27: See Mt 11, 7-9 n. 
7, 27: See Mt 11. 10 n. 
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2e "I say to you, among those born of women there is not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he." 

19 And when they had heard him, all the people and the 
publicans justified God, having been baptized with the 

30 baptism of John. But the Pharisees and the lawyers, not 
having been baptized by him, brought to naught God's 
purpose concerning themselves. 

31 The Stubborn Children "To what then shall I liken the 
32 men of this generation? And what are they like? They are 

like children sitting in the market place, calling to one 
another and saying, 'We have piped to you, and you 
have not danced; we have sung dirges, and you have not 
wept.' 

33 "For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking 
H wine, and you say, 'He has a devil.' The Son of Man came 

eating and drinking, and you say, "Behold a man who is a 
glutton, and a wine-drinker, a friend of publicans and 

3' sinners!' And wisdom is justified by all her children." 

36 The Penitent Woman Now one of the Pharisees asked 
him to dine with him; so he went into the house of the 

37 Pharisee and reclined at table. And behold, a woman in the 
town who was a sinner, upon learning that he was at table 
in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster jar of oint· 

7, 28: See Mt 11, 11 n. 
7, 29-30: These verses break the logical thread of the narrative. 
7, 29: /u11ified: they recognized that their baptism by John was 

God's will. 
7, 30: The lawyer1: experts on the Law. This word is peculiar to 

lk. The other evangelists say: scribe. 
7, 33-34: Both John and Jesus were rejected by the majority of their 

countrymen. 
7, ;6-50: This episode is found only in lk's Gospel. The evangelist 

pruhably placed it here on account of the accusation narrated in v. 
34 that Jesus "is a glutton ... a friend of sinners." Moreover, it is 
generally assumed that lk omitted the narrative of the anointing at 
Bethany because it resembles too closely the episode described in these 
verses. (See Mt 26, 6-13 n.) 

7, ~6: Rec/i,,ed at table: on a low couch by leaning toward the table. 
7, 37: A woman in the town who wa1 a 1innet": a prostitute, 

according to commentators in general. The "woman" here is not 
Mary Magdalene. The Roman liturgy does not mean to pronounce 
1l5cJf on thi5 problem when it uses vv. 36-49 in the Mass of Mary 
Magdalene (July 22). The oriental liturgies distinguish three women 
(see Mk 14, 3 n). 
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38 ment; and standing behind him at his feet, she began to 
bathe his feet with her tears, and wiped them with the 
hair of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them 
with ointment. 

39 Now when the Pharisee, who had invited him, saw it, 
he said to himself, "This man, were he a prophet, would 
surely know who and what manner of woman this is who 
is touching him, for she is a sinner," 

40 And Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon. I have 
41 something to say to thee." And he said, "Master, speak." I "A 

certain money-lender had two debtors; the one owed five 
42 hundred denarii, the other fifty. As they had no means of 

paying, he forgave them both. Which of them, therefore, 
43 will love him more?" I Simon answered and said, "He, I 

suppose, to whom he forgave more." And he said to him, 
44 "Thou hast judged rightly." I And turning to the woman, 

he said to Simon. "Dost thou see this woman? I came into 
thy house; thou gavest me no water for my feet; but she 
has bathed my feet with tears, and has wiped them with 

4~ her hair. Thou gavest me no kiss; but she, from the mo-
46 ment she entered, has not ceased to kiss my feet. Thou 

didst not anoint my head with oil; but she has anointed my 
47 feet with ointment. Wherefore I say to thee, her sins, many 

as they are, shall be forgiven her, because she has loved 

7, 38: It was acceptable in Palestine for the uninvited, including 
beggars, to mingle with the guests at a private dinner. Behind him aJ 
his feet: according to custom, Jesus had left his sandals at the door. 
Tears: of sorrow. Kissed his feel: this gesture was an accepted sign 
of deep humiliation. Wiped them with the hair of her head: it was 
impolite for women to let their hair down in public. The woman 
comes to express her sorrow to Jesus for her life of sin and to ask 
for forgiveness. 

7, 39: It is possible that, as the woman attended to his feet, Jesus 
noticed the unconscious look of disapproval on the face of his host. 

7, 41: Denarii: a denarius equaled a day's wage for a laborer. 
7, 43: The parable (vv. 41f) means that the amount of gratitude 

or love should correspond to the amount of pardon received. 
7. 44-46: In contrasting the indifferences of Simon with the 

exuberant signs of love by which the woman apresses her sorrow for 
sin, our Lord answers Simon who doubts within himself that Jesus 
is a true prophet ( v. 39). Jesus does not compare the woman and 
Simon to the two debtors, and himseU to the money-lender of the 
parable. 

7, 45-46: It is not clear whether the Pharisee who neglected these 
signs of hospitality was a friend of Jesus, or a Pharisee who was 
curious about Jesus and entertained him, albeit as a social inferior. 

7, 45: She entered: in Greek, "I entered." Kiss: of welcome. 
7, 47: Shall be for~ii·en her: a more exact translation is, "have 

been forgiven her." Jesus forgives the woman her sins because she 
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48 much. But he to whom little is forgiven, loves little." And 
49 he said to her, "Thy sins are forgiven." And they who were 

at table with him began to say within themselves, "Who is 
'o this man, who even forgives sins?" But he said to the 

woman, "Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace." 

R 
I The Ministering Women And it came to pass afterwar.ds, 

that he was journeying through towns and villages, preaching 
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. And 

loves much, as the incident shows (v. 38). The Greek word favors the 
more usual translation "because" (as in the present CCD edition) 
she loved much. (See the alternate translation "since" in the rival of inion explained below.) The love of the sinful woman is the cause 
o the pardon of her sins. This is the well-known Catholic teachinl! that 
perfect contrition wipes away sins. The removal of sin by love is the 
immediate sense of the text. But Catholic interpreters presuppose here 
the common teachinl! that even the first impulse of love, and of sorrow 
for sin, comes ultimately from God himself. The reason why from 
the very beginning of the narrative the woman is assumed to be a 
/>eni1en1 woman is that v. 47 was interpreted as: "her sins are for
given (or: have been forgiven) bm1use she has loved much." The 
explanation given above may be called: the penitent woman inter-

r.retation, which is the more common opinion amon11 Catholics. A 
ess common opinion among Catholics may be entitled: the grateful 

woman interpretation. Accord.in!! to this latter interpretation, the 
unnamed woman comes to express gratitude to Jesus for already 
having been forgiven by God for a life ol sin. Her tears (v. 38) are 
from JOY (not from sorrow). The crucial v. 47 is therefore in this 
opinion translated as: "her sins ... are forgiven (or: have been for
given) sin<e she has loved much," as the incident shows (v. 38). 
Her love and gratitude are the effect (not the cause) or the si11n of her 
previous pardon for sins. Consequently, according to this interpretation, 
v. 47 may be understood as an application of Christ's parable (vv. 
~If). The parable illustrates that the debtor who owed more showed 
his love a/ler his forgiveness. Hence, God had already forgiven the 
woman's sins and afterward she expressed her love to him through 
Jesus .. The harmonious accord between the parable and this inter
pretation of v. 47 justifies this assumption: the woman from the 
beginning of the narrative is a 11rateful (not a penitent) woman. The 
rest of v. 47, "But he to whom little is forgiven, ·loves little," may 
olso. be understood as an application of U1e parable. Just as the parable 
clarifies that the debtor who was forgiven more also loved more, so 
the opposite is true that the debtor who was forgiven less also loved 
less. Lastly, in v. 48 ("Your sins are forgiven") Jesus does not 
obsolve the woman but reassures and encourages her. 

7, 50: Go m peace: the words of farewell to Anna by Heli, the 
priest ( I Sm I, 17). 

t!, I: Jesus preached everywhere as he promised (4, 43). 
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2 with him were the Twelve, I and certain women who had 
been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, who is called 

3 the Magdalene, from whom seven devils had gone out, I and 
Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, 
and many others, who used to provide for them out of their 
means. 

4 Parable of the Sower Now when a very great crowd 
was gathering together and men from every town were 

' resorting to him, he said in a parable: "The sower went 
out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some seed fell by 
the wayside and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the 

6 air ate it up. And other seed fell upon the rock, and as soon 
as it had sprung up it withered away, because it had no 

7 moisture. .And other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns 
8 sprang up with it and choked it. And other seed fell upon 

good ground, and sprang up and yielded fruit a hundred-
fold." As he said these things he cried out, "He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear!" 

9 But his disciples then began to ask him what this parable 
10 meant. I He said to them, "To you it is given to know 

the mystery of the kingdom of God, but to the rest in 
parables, that 'Seeing they may not see, and hearing they 
may not understand.' 

11 "Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. 
12 .And those by the wayside are they who have heard; then 

8, 2: We learn here for the first time that there were women among 
the disciples of Jesus. The idea of female disciples was revolutionary 
because the Jews did not consider women capable of comprehending 
the same religious instructions that men received. Although the 
moral and spiritual elevation of women by our Lord was paralleled with 
the same idea among contemporary Stoic philosophers, Christ's influ
ence was more effective. Mary ..• Mar.dalene: since Lk gives her 
name here it seems evident to many commentators that she was nut 
the penitent woman of the preceding narrative (7, 36-50). Mar.da
lene: the name comes from Magdaia, a town on the western coast of 
Lake Genesareth. Seven devils: seven means many as in 11, 26. 

8, 3: We learn for the first time that these women financed, at 
least partially, the expenses of Jesus and of his disciples. Joanna: she 
is mentioned only once more, namely among the women at the 
grave (Lk 24, 10). Herod: Antipas, the Herod of the Passion. 
Suianna: otherwise unknown. 

8, 4-15: See par Mt 13, 1-23. 
8, 5-8: See Mt 13, 3-9 n. 
8, 5: Parable: see its definition in Mt 13, 3 n. 
8, 8: A hundredfold: see Mt 13, 8 n. 
8, 9-10: See Mt 13, 10-15 n. 
8, 11-15: See Mt 13, 18-23 n. 



ST. LUKE 8 247 

the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, 
13 that they may not believe and be saved. Now those upon 

the rock are they who, when they have heard, receive the 
word with joy; and these have no root, but believe for a 

14 while, and in time of temptation fall away. And that which 
fell among the thorns, these are they who have heard, and 
as they go their way are choked by the cares and riches 
and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not ripen. 

" But that upon good ground, these are they who, with a 
right and good heart, having heard the word, hold it fast, 
and bear fruit in patience. 

16 Purpose of This Teaching "Now no one, when he has 
lighted a lamp, covers it with a vessel, or puts it under a 
couch, but he puts it upon a lamp-stand, that they who 

17 enter may see the light. For there is nothing hidden that will 
not be made manifest; nor anything concealed that will not be 

1e known and come to light. Take heed, therefore, how you 
hear; for to him who has shall be given; and from him 
who does not have, even what he thinks he has shall be 
taken away." 

19 Jesus and His Brethren Now his mother and brethren 
came to him; and they could not get to him because of the 

20 crowd. And it was told him. "Thy mother and thy brethren 
21 are standing outside, wishing to see thee.'' But he answered 

and said to them, "My mother and my bretluen are they 
who hear the word of God, and act upon it.'' 

22 The Storm on the Like Now it came to pass on one of 
those days, that he and his disciples got into a boat, and 
he said to them. "Let us cross over to the other side of the 

23 lake.'' And they put out to sea. But as they were sailing. 
he fell asleep. And a squall swept down upon the lake, 

8, 16-18: For par see Mk 4, 21-25 n. 
H, 19-21: For par see Mt 12, 46-SO n. 
8, 19: Bre1hre11: in Greek, "brothers." See Mt 13, 55-56 n. 
8, 21: Who hear lh• word of God: the evangelist most probably 

t~kes this episode from par Mk 3, 31-35, but adjusts Mk's last verse 
( whoever does the will of God") to refer, like the preceding 
parable of the sower, to those who "having the word, hold it fast" 
(Lk H, 0). 

8, 22.n: For par see Mt 8, 23-27 n. 
H, 22: 011e of 1ho1e day1: according to par Mk 4, 35f, the storm 

took place on the evening of the day Christ preached in parables. 
8, 23: A Iqua//: see Mt 8. 24 n. 
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24 and they were filling and were in peril. So they can 
and woke him, saying, "Master, we are perishing." The 
he arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the watc 

2' and they ceased, and there came a calm. I And he said I 

them, "Where is your faith?" But they were afraid, an 
marvelled, saying to one another, "Who, then, is this, th: 
he co=ands even the winds and the sea, and they obc 
him?" 

26 Expulsion of the Devils in Gerasa And they sailed to tl 
27 country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. Now whe 

he landed, there met him a certain man who for a long tin 
was possessed by a devil. and wore no clothes, and live 

28 in the tombs, not in a house. And when he saw Jesu 
he fell down before him, and crying out with a loud voi< 
said, "What have I to do with thee, Jesus, Son of the mm 

29 high God? I pray thee, do not torment me." For he wa 
charging the unclean spirit to go forth from the man. Fo 
many times it had laid hold of him; and he was bound wit 
chains and fetters, and kept under guard, but he would brea 
the bonds asunder, and be driven by the devil into the desert1 

30 And Jesus asked him, saying, "What is thy name? 
And he said, "Legion," because many devils had entere 

31 into him. And they entreated him not to co=and them t' 
depart into the abyss. 

32 Now a herd of many swine was there, feeding on th 
mountain-side. And they kept entreating him to give thcr 

33 leave to enter into them. And he gave them leave. I Ani 
the devils came out from the man and entered into th 
swine; and the herd rushed down the cliff into the lak, 
and were drowned. 

34 And when the swineherds saw what had happened, the-

8, 25: Paith: see Mk 4, 40 n. They we'e af,aid and maNJelled 
the evangelist combines the apostles' fear (Mk 4, 40) with t11ci 
wonderment (see Mt 8, 27 n). 

8, 26-39: See par Mt 8, 28-34. 
8, 26: Geraunes ... opposite Galilee: see Mt 8, 28 n. 
8, 28: Mainly because of Gentile territory, the demoniac 

generally considered a pagan by biblicists. 
8, 30: Because many devils had entered into him: par Mk 5, 9 

"for we are many" is thereby clarified a little. 
8, 31: Abyss: a favorite term in the Book of Apocalypse for th 

abode of the devils. 
8, 32-34: See Mt 8, 32 n. 
8, 32-33: See Mk 5, 12 n. 
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'5 fled and reported it in the town and in the country; and 
people came out to see what had happened. And they <!ame 
to Jesus, and found the man from whom the devils had 
gone out sitting at his feet, clothed and in his right mind; 

36 and they were afraid. And those also who had seen it re-
37 ported to them how he had been saved from Legion. And 

all the people of the Gerasene district besought him to de
part from them; for they were seized with great fear. 

u And he got into a boat and went back. I But the man 
from whom the devils had gone out prayed him that he 
might remain with him. But Jesus sent him away, say-

39 ing, I "Return to thy house, and tell all that God has 
done for thee." And he departed, publishing throughout 
the whole town all that Jesus had done for him. 

4o The Daughter of Jairus; the Woman with a Hemo"hage 
Now it came to pass when Jesus had returned, that the 
crowd welcomed him. for they were all waiting for him. 

41 And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was 
a ruler of the synagogue; and falling at the feet of Jesus, he 

42 entreated him to come to his house, I for he had an only 
daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. 

And it happened as he went that he was pressed upon 
43 by the crowds. J And a certain woman who for twelve years 

had had a hemorrhage, and had spent all her means on 
44 physicians, but could not be cured by anyone, J came up 

behind him and touched the tassel of his cloak; and at once 
her hemorrhage ceased. 

4) And Jesus said, "Who touched me?" -But as all were 
denying it, Peter, and those who were with him, said, 

8, 3'-37: See Mk 5, 1'-17 on the departure of Jesus. 
8, o7: Lk adds to Mt's and Mk's accounts the reason why the 

people requested Jesus to depart. 
R, 38: feuu sen I him away: our Lord never lowered his dignity 

to the extent of being accompani~d by a "sample" of his miracles. 
R, W: Jesus, contrary to his frequent command of secrecy, 

probably tel Is the man to spread the news of his cure because the 
Gentiles. would not see in this cure the fulfillment of the Jewish 
expenat1on of a political Messia. God: the Christian readers of the 
evan11elist understood the identity between God and Jesus. 

8, 40-56: For par see Mt 9, 18-26 n. 
R, 42: She wa1 dyinx: see Mk 5, 23 n. 
R, 43: IVoman ... lwe/ve yearJ •.. hemorrhaxe: see Mt 9, 20 

n. tk, understandably sympathetic to his physician colleagues, softens 
par Mk 5, 26. 

R, 4 5: The evan¥elist has Peter, in contrast to par Mk 5, 31 say, 
"his disciples sa.id.' 
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"Master, the crowds throng and press upon thee, and dost 
46 thou say, 'Who touched me?' " But Jesus said, "Someom 

touched me; for I perceived that power had gone forth froff 
47 me." But the woman, seeing that she had not escaped notice 

came up trembling, and falling down at his feet, declared ir 
the presence of all the people why she had touched him 

48 and how she had been healed instantly. And he said tc 
her, "Daughter, thy faith has saved thee; go in peace.' 

49 While he was yet speaking, there came one from th< 
house of the ruler of the synagogue, saying to him, "Th) 

'o daughter is dead; do not trouble him.'' But Jesus on 
hearing this word answered the father of the girl, "Do not 
be afraid; only have faith and she shall be saved.'' 

'1 And when he came to the house, he allowed no one t~ 
enter with him, except Peter and James and John, and th< 

'2 girl's father and mother. And all were weeping and mourn· 
ing for her. But he said, "Do not weep; she is asleep, not 

'' dead.'' And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that sh1 
'4 was dead. But he, taking her by the hand, cried out, saying, 
" "Girl, arise!" I And her spirit returned, and she rose Uf 

immediately. And he directed that something be given he1 
'6 to eat. And her parents were amazed, but he charged thea 

to tell no one what had happened. 

9 
1 The Mission of the Apostles Then having summoned th1 

twelve apostles, he gave them power and authority ove1 
2 all the devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them forLt 

to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick 
3 And he said to them, "Take nothing for your journey, neithei 

staff, nor wallet, nor bread, nor money; neither have twc 
4 tunics. And whatever house you enter, stay there, and dl 
' not leave the place. And whoever does not receive you

go forth from that town. and shake off even the dust fro1r 
6 your feet for a witness against them.'' And going forth 

8, 48: Christ's delicate thoughtfulness is revealed in not allowin1 
that the woman remain unnoticed. Had Jesus allowed it, she woulc 
never have received his assurance that she was cured because of faitl 
in him, and not because of magic. 

8, 53: See Mk S, 40 non the "sleeping theory." 
9, 1-6: For par see Mt 10, 9-14 n. 
9, 4: Do not Jeove the pkue: in Greek, "do not depart from there.' 

See Mt 10, 11 n. 
9, S: See Acts 13, S 1 n about this custom. 
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they went about from village to village, preaching the 
gospel and working cures everywhere. 

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that wu being 
done by him, and was much perplexed, because it was said 

8 I by some, "John has risen from the dead"; and by some, 
"Elias has appeared"; and by others, "One of the prophets 

II of old has risen again." But Herod said, "John I beheaded; 
but who is this about whom I hear such things?" And he 
mdeavored to see him. 

10 And the apostles on their return reported to him all 
that they had done. And taking them with him, he with· 
drew apart to a desert place, which belongs to Bethsaida. 

11 I But the crowds on learning it followed him. And he wel
comed them, and spoke to them of the kingdom of God, 
and those in need of cure he healed. 

12 Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Now the day began to decline; 
and the Twelve came up and said to him, "Send the crowds 
away, so that they may go into the villages and farms 
roundabout and find lodging and provisions, for we are in a 

B desert place here." But he said to them, "You yourselves give 
them some food." And they said, "We have not more than 
five loaves and two fishes, unless we are to go and buy 

14 food for all this crowd." For there were about five thousand 
men present. 

Then he said to his disciples, "Make them recline in 
n groups of fifties." I And they did so, and made them all 
16 recline. And he took the five loaves and the two fishes, 

and looking up to heaven, blessed them and .broke the loaves, 
17 and gave them to his disciples to set before the crowds. And 

all ate and were satisfied; and what was left over to them 
was gathered up, twelve baskets of fragments. 

9, 7-9: For par see Mt 14, 1-2 n. This interlude fills in the gap 
between the sending out of the apostles and their return. 

9, 8: Eliai has appeared: Elias wa.s thought to return as the 
precursor of the Messia (Mal 3, 23). 

9, 9: In contrast with the superstition attributed to Herod (see 
Mt 14, 1-2 n), Lk's account shows that Herod knew Jesus was not 
lhe llapt1st. And he endeavored 10 Jee him: with hostile intent (as 
111 13, 31 ), or curious intent (as in 23, 8)? 

9, 10-17: For the number of miracles see par Mt 14, 13-21 n and 
Mk e. 1-9 o. 
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4 

1e Peters Confession; Passion and Resu"ection Foretol 
And it came to pass as he was praying in private, that h 
disciples also were with him, and he asked them, sayin 

19 "Who do the crowds say that I am?" And they answen 
and said, "John the Baptist; and others, Elias; and othe1 
that one of the ancient prophets has risen again." 

20 And he said to them, "But who do you say that I am; 
21 Simon Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God." I B1 

he strictly charged them, and commanded them not to tt 
22 this to anyone, I saying, "The Son of Man must sulf 

many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief pries 
and Scribes, and be put to death, and on the third d: 
rise again." 

23 The Doctrine of the Cross And he said to all, "If anyo1 
wishes to come after me, let him deny himself, and tal 

24 up his cross daily, and follow me. For he who would sa 
his life will lose it; but he who loses his life for my sake w 

2~ save it. For what does it profit a man, if he gain the whc 
26 world, but ruin or lose himself? For whoever is ashami 

of me and my words, of him will the Son of Man be asharn 
when he comes in his glory and that of the Father a1 

27 of the holy angels. But I say to you truly, there are sor 
of those standing here· who will not taste death, till tl1 
have seen the kingdom of God." 

9, 18-22: See par Mt 16, 13-20. 
9, 18-21: See Mt 16, 13-17 n. 
9, 18: He was praying: small wonder indeed that Lk's first vohu 

is called the "gospel of prayer." Who do the crowds say I am?; ll 
is one of the most eloquent Gospel recordings showing the de 
consciousness that Jesus had of being the Messia. 

9, 19: The disciples repeat the rumors stated in v. 8. 
9, 22: The first prediction of the Passion in Lk. For par ! 

l\.fk 8, 31-33 n. On the third day rise again: see Mk 8, 31 n. 
9, 23-27: This passage appears like a group of separate sayin 

linked together in a chain. See par Mt 16, 24-28. 
9, 23: To all: the evangelist's addition of this phrase may in<lin 

more clearly that the following exhortations are for all peoples of 1 

times. Lk adds "daily" to Mt's and Mk's "take up his cross," perha 
to underscore a constant state of preparedness. See Mk 8, 34 n. 

9, 24-26: See Mt 16, 25-27 n. 
9, 24: See Mt 16, 25 n on the spiritual meaning of this verse. 
9, 26: Son of Man ..• comes ••. angels: see Mt 16, 27 n. 
9, 27: See Mt 16, 28 n. 
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28 f esus Transfigured Now it came to pass about eight days 
after these words, that he took Peter, James and John and 

29 went up the mountain to pray. And as he prayed, the ap
pearance of his countenance was changed, and his raiment 

30 became a radiant white. And behold, two men were talking 
31 with him. And these were Moses and Elias, I who, appearing 

in glory, spoke of his death, which he was about to fulfill 
in Jerusalem. 

u Now Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep. 
But when they were fully awake, they saw his glory and 

33 the two men who were standing with him. And it came 
to pass as they were parting from him, that Peter said to 
Jesus, "'Master, it is good for us to be here. And let us 
set up three tents, one for thee, and one for Moses, and 

34 one for Elias," not knowing what he said. But as he was 
speaking thus, there came a cloud and overshadowed them; 

31 and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. And there 
came a voice out of the cloud, saying, "This is my beloved 

36 Son; hear him." And after the voice had passed, Jesus 
was found alone. And they kept silence and told no one 
at that time any of these things that they had seen. 

37 A Possessed Boy Now it came to pass on the following 
day, when they came down from the mountain, that a large 

38 crowd met him. And behold, a man from the crowd cried 
out, saying, "Master, I pray thee to look at my son, for he 

9, 28-36: For par see Mt 17 1-8 n. 
9, 28: Lk prefers the round number of "eight tlays" to the more 

precise six days of par Mt 17 1 and Mk 9, 1. 
9, 31: In this verse, at feast, Lk seems to make it apparent that 

the events of the transfiguration were meant to prepare the apostles to 
accept the humiliation of the Passion of Jesus. 

9, 32: HeotJ) with sleep: the more common opinion is that the 
transfiguration 1s described as having occurred at night. 

9, 33: Three tenll, one for thee . .• Moses • .. Elias: a common 
interpreta_tion is ~at ~eter wanted to prolong this happy event; a 
possible interpretation 1s that Peter thought this was the end of the 
worl<l when God would come to live with men. Whatever the correct 
interpretation may be, this san~ine request is true to Peter's character 
and a telling argument egamst a symbolic interpretation of the 
transfiguration. 

9, 3): My beloved Son: most textual critics believe the original 
reading is "'my chosen Son,"' a reference to the suffering servant of Is 
42, I. 

9. 37-43: Por par see Mt 17, 14-20 n. 
9, 3R: It is typical of Lk to add the detail of an "'only child," 

not found in the other two parallel Gospel accounts. Lk mentions 
Uiis detail in 7, 12 and 8. 42. 
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39 is my only child; I and behold, a spirit seizes him and he 
suddenly cries out; and it throws him down and convulses 
him so that he foams, and bruising him sorely, it scarcely 

4o leaves him. And I prayed thy disciples to cast it out, but they 
could not." 

41 But Jesus answered and said, "O unbelieving and per-
verse generation, how long shall I be with you and put up 

42 with you? Bring thy son here to me." And as he was yet 
coming near, the devil cast him down and threw him into 

43 convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed 
44 the boy, and restored him to his father. And all were astound

ed at the majesty of God. 

The Second Prediction of the Passion But while all 
marvelled at all the things that he was doing, he said to his 
disciples, "Store up these words in your minds: the Son of 

4' Man is to be betrayed into the hands of men." I But they 
did not understand this saying, and it was hidden from them, 
that they might not perceive it; and they were afraid to ask 
him about this saying. 

46 Against Ambition and Envy Now a discussion arose 
47 among them, which of them was the greatest. But Jesus, 

knowing the reasoning of their heart, took a little child and 
48 set him at his side, I and said to them, ''Whoever receives 

this little child for my sake, receives me; and whoever receives 
me, receives him who sent me. For he who is the least among 
you, he is the greatest." 

49 But John answered and said, "Master, we saw a man 

9, 39: See Mt 17, 14 n. 
9, 40: And I prayed thy disciples to ra.rt it out, but they rould 

not: perhaps no one has contrasted so well the transfiguration scene 
with that of the possessed boy as A. Plummer, "the chosen three 
blinded by the light, the remaining nine baffied by the powers of 
darkness." 

9, 41: See Mt 17, 16 n. 
9, 43: See Mt 17, 17 n. 
9, 44-45: The evangelist perhaps wants to forecast the apostles' 

misunderstanding of the forthcoming Passion by purposely situating 
this prediction of Christ's death between his successful Galilean min
istry (the preceding cure of the possessed boy), and the failure of 
the apostles to comprehend him and his mission (the dispute about 
greatness following in vv. 46-48). 

9, 46-48: For par see Mt 18, 1-4 n. 
9, 48: See l\lk 9, 35-36 n. 
9, 49-50: For the narrative of the strange exorcist, see par Mk 9, 

37-40 n. 
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casting out devils in thy name, and we forbade him, because 
,o he does not follow with us." And Jesus said to him, "Do 

not forbid him; for he who is not against you is for you." 

5 

'1 The Unfriendly Samaritans Now it came to pass, when 
the days had come for him to be taken up, that he stead

'' lastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, I and sent messengen 
before him. And they went and entered a Samaritan town to 

H make ready for him; I and they did not receive him, be
H cause his face was set for Jerusalem. But when his disciples 

James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, wilt thou that 
we bid lire come down from heaven and consume them?" 

" But he turned and rebuked them, saying, "You do not 
'6 know of what manner of spirit you are; I for the Son of 

Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." 
And they went to another village. 

'7 Sacrifice to 'flollow Christ And it came to pass as they 
went on their journey, that a man said to him, "I will 

'H follow thee wherever thou goest." And Jesus said to him, 
"The foxes have dens, and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 

'9 And he said to another, "Follow me." But he said 
60 "Lord, let me first go and bury my father." I But Jesus 

said to him, "Let the dead bury their dead, but do thou 
61 go and proclaim the kingdom of God." And another said, 

"I will follow thee, Lord; but let me fifst bid farewell 
62 to those at home." I Jesus said to him, "No one, having put 

9, H-~6: This passage is found only in Lk's Gospel. 
9, '1: Alter the Galilean ministry there follows the trip of Jesus 

to Jerusalem to confront the Jewish leaders and ultimately to be cru
rif 1ed. This travelogue ends with 19, 48. See "sources" in the lntro
Juct1on to this Gospel. Taken 11p: to heaven after bis passion, death, 
anJ resurrection. 

9, H: The Samaritans had their own temple on Mount Garizim. 
They were hostile to anyone who went to the temple of Jerusalem to 
worship. 

9, H: This is the way Elias acted (4 Kgs 1, 10-12). 
9, 55·56: Sayin11., "Yo11 do not lmow ••• to save them": not in-

cluded in the original text. 
9, 57-60: See par Mt 8, 19-22. 
9, 5 7: This may be an allusion to the Jerusalem journey. 
9, 61-62: This passa~e is strikingly similar to the call of Eliseus 

hy Elias (3 Kgs 19, 20). 
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10 

his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the king· 
dom of God." 

1 The Seventy-two Disciples Now after this the Lord ap· 
pointed seventy-two others, and sent them forth two by two 
before him into every town and place where he himself wai 

2 about to come. And he said to them, "The harvest indeed i! 
great, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore the Lord of th( 
harvest to send forth laborers into his harvest. 

3 "Go. Behold, I send you forth as lambs in the midst ol 
4 wolves. Carry neither purse, nor wallet, nor sandals, and 
5 greet no one on the way. Whatever house you enter, first 
6 say, 'Peace to this house!' And if a son of peace be there, 

your peace will rest upon him; but if not, it will return 
7 to you. And remain in the same house, eating and drinkin~ 

what they have; for the laborer deserves his wages. Do nol 
8 go from house to house. And whatever town you enter, 
9 and they receive you, eat what is set before you, I and cure 

the sick who are there, and say to them, 'The kingdom ol 
10 God is at hand for you.' But whatever town you enter, anc 

they do not receive you-go out into its streets and say 
11 'Even the dust from your town that cleaves to us we shake 

off against you; yet know this, that the kingdom of Goe 
12 is at hand.' I say to you, that it will be more tolerable fo1 

Sodom in that day than for that town. 

13 The Impenitent Towns "Woe to thee, Corozain! woe tc 
thee, Bethsaida! For if in Tyre and Sidon had been workcc 
the miracles that have been worked in you, they would 

14 have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. Bui 
it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the ju<lg· 

15 ment than for you. And thou, Capharnaum, shalt thou 
be exalted to heaven? Thou shalt be thrust down to hell. 

16 "He who hears you, hears me; and he who rejects you, 
rejects me; and he who rejects me, rejects him who sent me." 

10, 1-9: Used as the Gospel of nine Masses. 
10. 2: Lord: owner. For par see Mt 9, 37-38 n. Into hiI harve11; 

to reap it. 
10. 3: For par see Mt 10, 16 n. 
10, 4-11: See Lk 9, 3-5. 
10. 4: 1\"or .ranJJ/s: for par see Mk 6, 9 n. 
10, 6: A so11 of peace: Hebraic idiom for a peaceful man. 
10, 13-15: See par Mt 11, 21-24. 
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11 Return of the Dis&iples Now the seventy-two returned 
with joy, saying, "Lord, even the devils are subject to us in 

IH thy name." But he said to them, "I was watching Satan fall 
19 as lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you power 

to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the might 
20 of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you. But do not re

joice in this, that the spirits are subject to you; rejoice rather 
in this, that yow names are written in heaven." 

21 Tesus Draws Men Gently to Himself In that very hour 
he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and saia, "I praise thee, Fa
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou didst hide these 
things from the wise and prudent, and didst reveal them to 

22 little ones. Yes, Father, for such was thy good pleasure. All 
things have been delivered to me by my Father; and no one 
knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Fa
ther is except the Son, and him to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him." 

n And turning to his disciples he said, "Blessed are the 
24 eyes that see what you see! I For I say to you, many prophets 

and kings have desired to see what you see, and they have 

10, 17-20: Only Lk narrates this event. 
10, 17: It is most likely that the seventy-two did not return on the 

same day they were sent. Name: neither Jesus nor his disciples used 
his name like a magical formula to expel devils, but some degree 
and type of faith was required from the beneficiary. 

10, 18: Because the disciples reported their expulsion of the 
devils and because of his previous similar activity, Jesus can now 
figurativell and meditatively declare that he has se&i the beginning 
of the fa! of Satan, which is the meaning of "fall as lightning from 
heaven." Hence, the expression does not refer to the past fall of 
Lucifer from heaven nor to his angelic brilliance, nor to a vision 
experienced by Jesus, although this figure of speech originates from 
the Babylonian king's descent to sheol (Is 14, 13). 

JO, 19: Serpen/J and scorpiom: these are examples of powers 
hostile to God and man (see Ps 90, 13). In other words Satan is 
depicted as the cause of all evil (13, 16). It is disput~ whether 
Jnus literally or metaphorically gives his disciples power over these 
ammals, but there is a trend in favor of the latter opinion. 

10, 20: Your names are wrillen in heaven: rejoice rather that you 
have bt-en chosen for eternal life. The metaphor of the book is f~ 
quent in the Old Testament. See Dn 12, 1 n. 

to, 21-22: l'orparseeMtll, 2~·27n. 
10, 22: See Mt 11, 27 n . 
. to, B-24: See par Mt 13, 16-17. The implication is: unfortunately 

tl11s was not. the interpretation of Christ's ministry by the people at 
lnrge (that his wonders and words fulfilled the Messianic hopes), but 
an interpretation .shared only ~~ his ~isci~les. , 

10, 23: He said: m Greek, he said privately.' 
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not seen it; and to hear what you hear, and they have nc 
heard it." 

25 The Great Commandment: The Good Samaritan An 
behold, a certain lawyer got up to test him, saying, "'Mast< 

26 what must I do to gain eternal life?" But he said to bin 
27 "'What is written in the Law? How dost thou read?" H 

answered and said, 
"'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole hear 

and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole strength, an 
with thy whole mind; and thy neighbor as thyself." 

2e And he said to him, "'Thou hast answered rightly; d 
29 this and thou shalt live." But he, wishing to justify himsel 

said to Jesus, "'And who is my neighbor?" 
30 Jesus answered, "A certain man was going down fror 

Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell in with robbers, who aftt 
both stripping him and beating him went their way, leavin 

31 him half-dead. But, as it happened, a certain priest wa 
going down the same way; and when he saw him, he passe 

32 by. And likewise a Levite also, when he was near the plac 
33 and saw him, passed by. But a certain Samaritan as he joUJ 

neyed came upon him, and seeing him, was moved with corr 
34 passion. And he went up to him and bound up his wound 

pouring on oil and wine. And setting him on his own beas 

10, 25-28: See par Mt 22, 34-40. Since the parallel passages < 
Mt and Mk have Jesus recite this synthesis from the Old Testamc11 
and Lk has a lawyer recite it, some scholars see therein an indicati11 
that the first Christians did not consider these ideas original wil 
Jesus but a genuine echo from the Old Testament. 

10, 27: See Dt 6, 5 n. Thy neighbor aJ thyself: see Lv 19, 18 1 

10, 28: Luke may be referring to Lv 18, 5: '"Do this and yo 
will live." 

10, 29·37: The narrative of the lawyer's question and Christ 
answer form a unified account in Mt and Mk, but Lk subordinat1 
it to the parable which is presented as an answer to the lawyer 
further question, "'Who is my neighbor?" 

10, 29: Who is my neighbor?: the typical frame of mind behin 
such a question for a man at that time most likely was: How muc 
charity am I expected to show other Jews in my community? 

10, 30: Down from Jerusalem to Jericho: this is even today 
lonely route. On it lies, incidentally, "the Samaritan's· Inn." 

10, 31-32: Priest ... Levite: one impressive indication that th 
parable originated from Palestine is: pagan priests were not expecte 
to live according to a high moral and religious standard. 

10, 33: Samaritan: the Samaritans, living in neighboring Samarii 
were traditionally bitter enemies of the Jews because of their aro! 
tasy. See the end of "Religious Background" in the Introduction ~ 
the New Testament. 
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3' he brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next 
day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper 
and said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more thou 
spendest, I, on my way back, will repay thee.' 

36 "Which of these three, in thy opinion, proved himself 
37 neighbor to him who fell among the robbers?" And he said, 

"He who took pity on him.'' And Jesus said to him, "Go 
and do thou also in like manner." 

38 Martha and Mary Now it came to pass as they were on 
their journey, that he entered a certain village; and a woman 

39 named Martha welcomed him to her house. And she had a 
sister called Mary, who also seated herself at the Lord's feet, 

40 and listened to his word. But Martha was busy about much 
serving. And she came up and said, "Lord, is it no concern 
of thine that my sisier has left me to serve alone? Tell her 
therefore to help me.'' 

41 But the Lord answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, 
42 thou art anxious and troubled about many things; j and yet 

only one thing is needful. Mary has chosen the best part, and 
it will not be taken away from her.'' 

10, 35: Two denarii: two days' wages for a laborer. The parable 
does not intend to teach that the Samaritans were usually kind and 
priests and Levites were usually unkind. 

10, 36: Theu lhree: the audience of Jesus most likely expected 
that a layman be mentioned after the priest and Levite. Yet, our 
Lord purposely included a Samaritan, who was so bitterly hated as 
a half.breed (racially and religiously), to show the boundless extent 
of Christian love. 

10, 37: Jesus changes the question of the lawfer from the object 
of love, "Who is my neighbor?" ( v. 29) to the subject of love 
("Which . . . proved himself neighbor?"). The answer is: hy show
ing charity to anyone in need, especially to him who is in greatest 
need. He who took pity on him: since the Jewish lawyer does not 
reply explicitly "the Samaritan," this may be an indication of the 
bitter hatred between Samaritans and Jews. 

10, 38-42: The story is peculiar to Lk. 
10, 38: The verse may be an allusion to their journey to Jerusa

lem. A certain village: Bethany, near Jerusalem, according to Jn 11, 1. 
10, 42: One 1hing is needful ... besl porl: owing to the differ

ent readinl(s of important Greek manuscripts, there are equally proba
ble translatinns of these two phrases. One 1hing is needful: other 
Greek manuscripts read "a few things are necessary." One opinion, 
the so-called "one dish interpretation" is usually rejected by scholars. 
Be11 /Jart: other Greek manuscripts read, "good," "better," or "best." 
The general meaning may be that salvation is the most necessary 
thing. The specific meaning may be: Christ's word, or devotion to 
Christ, is the most necessary thing. A popular, not scriptural, allegory 
interprets Martha as a symbol of the active life, and Mary as sym
bolizing the contemplative life. 
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11 
1 Lessons on Prayer And it came to pass as he was prayin~ 

in a certain place, that when he ceased, one of his discipl~ 
said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught 

2 his disciples." And he said to them, "When you pray, say: 
3 'Father, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come! I Give 
4 us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for we 

also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not 
into temptation.' " 

' And he said to them, "Which of you shall have a friend 
and shall go to him in the middle of the night and say to 

6 him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves, I for a friend of mine 
has just come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to 

7 set before him'; I and he from within should answer anJ 
say, 'Do not disturb me; the door is now shut, and my chil
dren and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give to thee'? 

8 "I say to you, although he will not get up and give to 
him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence 

9 he will get up and give him all he needs. And I say to you, 
ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall fin<l; 

10 knock, and it shall be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives; and he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks ii 

11 shall be opened. But if one of you asks his- father for a loaf, 
will he hand him a stone? or for a fish, will he for a fish 

12 hand him a serpent? I or if he asks for an egg, will he han<l 
13 him a scorpion? Therefore, if you, evil as you are, know how 

to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Good Spirit to those who ask himl" 

14 Blasphemy of the Pharisees And he was casting out a 
devil; and the same was dumb; and when he had cast out 

11, 2-4: For par see Mt 6, 9-13 n. 
11, 5-8: The parable of the friend at midnight is peculiar to lk. 

It. is graphic and slightly humorous. The moral is: if you grant a 
friend a request because of his persistence, how much more will God 
grant you your request freely? This lesson of encouragement to cou
~dently petition God in prayer serves as an introduction to the sayings 
In vv. 9-13. 

11, 9-13: For this simile of the father and the child, see par Mt 
7, 7-11. 

11, 11: See Mt 7, 10 n. 
11, 12: The example of the egg and the scorpion is not found in 

par Mt. 
11, 13: Good Spirit: the Holy Spirit. Jesus rarely speaks of the 

Holy Spirit in the first three Gospels. See Mt 7, 7 n. 
11, 14-23: See par Mt 12, 22-30. 
11, 14: See Mt 12, 22 n. 
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the devil, the dumb man spoke. And the crowds marvelled. 
n But some of them said, "By Beelzebub, the prince of devils, 
16 he casts out devils." And others, to test him, demanded from 

him a sign from heaven. 
11 But he, seeing their thoughts, said to them: "Every king-

dom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and house 
te will fall upon house. If, then, Satan also is divided against 

himself, how shall his kingdom stand? Because you say that I 
''' last out devils by Beelzebub. I Now, if I cast out devils by 

Beelzebub, by whom do your children cast them out? There-
20 fore they shall be your judges. I But if I cast out devils by 

the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon 
21 you. When the strong man, fully armed, guards his court-
22 yard, his property is undisturbed. But if a stronger than he 

attacks and overcomes him, he will take away all his weapons 
H that he relied upon, and will divide his spoils. He who is 

not with me is against me; and he who does not gather with 
me scatters. 

2~ "When the unclean spirit has gone out of a man, he 
roams through waterless places in search of rest; and find
ing none, he says, 'I will return to my house which I left.' 

2l And when he has come to it, he finds the place swept. 
26 Then he goes and takes seven other spirits more evil than 

himself, and they enter in and dwell there; and the last 
state of that man becomes worse than the first." 

27 The Praise of Mary Now it came to pass as he was saying 
these things, that a certain woman from the crowd lifted 

11, 15: Beelzebub: see Mt 12, 24 n. 
11, 17: A11d hou1e will fall upon hou1e: and a house divided 

against itself perishes. 
11, 19: Childre11: people. See Mt 12, 27 n. 
11, 20: Kin/!.dom of God ha1 come: see Mt 12, 28 n. 
11, 23: This saying has the same meaning as explained in Mt 12, 

30 n. 
11, 24-26: For par see Mt 12, 43-45. 
11, 21: He: refers to the unclean spirit from v. 24 through v. 26. 
II, 26: Ser'ell 01her 1piri1J: "seven" most probably means "many." 

Sec another example in 8, 2 n. 
11, 27-2R: From the woman's viewpoint, the underlying sentiment 

haracteristic of an Oriental is that feminine honor and joy are derived 
from a son who has become a success in life. From the viewpoint of 
Jesus, an honorific title of his person, devoid of all religious signifi
:ancc, os _meaningless. Moreover, Jesus publicly, although implicitly, 
honors hos mother by asserting the principle whereby she is even 
more praiseworthy than the anonymous woman asswned Mary to be, 
namely: by her pre-eminent keeping of the word of God. Both this 
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up her voice and said to him, "Blessed is the womb th; 
28 bore thee, and the breasts that nursed thee." But he sai< 

"Rather, blessed are they who hear the word of God an 
keep it.'' 

29 The Sign of fonas And as the crowds were gathering tc 
gether, he began to say, "This generation is an evil generi 
tion: it demands a sign, and no sign shall be given it bt 

30 the sign of Jonas. For even as Jonas was a sign to the Nim 
31 vites, so will also the Son of Man be to this generation. Th 

queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with th 
men of this generation and will condemn them; for sh 
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom u 

32 Solomon, and behold, a greater than Solomon is here. Th 
men of Nineve will rise up in the judgment with this genera 
tion and will condemn it; for they repented at the preach 
ing of Jonas, and behold, a greater than Jonas is hert 

33 A Lesson from a Lamp "No one lights a lamp and put 
it in a cellar or even under the measure, but upon the lamp 

~ stand, that they who enter in may see the light. The lamp o 
thy body is thy eye. If thy eye be sound, thy whole bod; 
will be full of light. But if it be evil, thy body also will h1 

3S full of darkness. Take care, therefore, that the light that i: 
36 in thee is not darkness. If, then, thy whole body is full o 

light, having no part in darkness, it will all be illumined, a: 
when a bright lamp illumines thee.'' 

37 Denunciation of the Pharisees Now after he had spoken 
a Pharisee asked him to dine with him. And he went ir 

38 and reclined at table'. But the Pharisee began to ponder anc 
ask himself why he had not washed before dinner. 

in~iden~ and 8, 19-21 highlight the superiority of spiritual relation 
ship with God's word or kingdom over a purely human relationshi~ 
with Christ himsell. 

11, 29-32: See par Mt 12, 38-42. 
11, 30-32: See Mt 12, 41-42 n. 
11, 30: Son of Man: see Mt 8, 20 n. 
11, 33: The same saying is found in Lk 8, 16; Mt 5, 15; and Mic 

4, 21. The measure: bushel basket. 
11, 34-35: See par Mt 6, 22-23. 
11, 34: But if it (eye) be evil, thy body also will be full of dark· 

neu: see Mt 6, 23 n. 
11, 37-54: Jesus lists the reasons why the Pharisees were blind 

to the significance of his per.;on and mission. Eight of the sayings are 
found in scattered parts of Mt ch. 23. 
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39 But the Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees clean the 
outside of the cup and the dish, but within you are full of 

4o robbery and wickedness. Foolish ones! did not he who made 
41 the outside make the inside too? Nevertheless, give that 

which remains as alms; and behold, all things a.re clean to 
you. 

42 ""But woe to you Pharisees! because you pay tithes on 
mint and rue and every herb, and disregard justice and the 
love of God. But these things you ought to have done, while 

43 not leaving the others undone .. Woe to you Pharisees! be
cause you love the front seats in the synagogues and greetings 

44 in the market place. Woe to you! because you a.re like hidden 
tombs, over which men walk unaware." 

4, Denuncfution of the Lawyers But one of the lawyers, 
answering, said to him, "Master, in saying these things, thou 

46 insultest us also." But he said, "Woe to you lawyers also! 
because you load men with oppressive burdens and you your
selves with one of your fingers do not touch the burdens. I 

47 Woe to you! for you build the tombs of the prophets, where-
48 as your fathers killed them. So then you are witnesses and 

approve the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed killed 
49 them, and you build their tombs. For this reason also the 

wisdom of God has said, 'I will send them prophets and 
apostles; and some of them they will put to death and 

)O persecute, J that the blood of all the prophets that has 
been shed from the foundation of the world may be 

H required of this generation, from the blood of Abel unto 
the blood of Zacharias, who was slain bc;tween the altar 
and the temple.' Yes, I say to you, it shall be required 

11, 39: The Pharisees lavished much care on the ritual cleansing 
of dishes, but not on cleansing themselves of "'robbery and wickedness." 

11, 40: He: a reference to God. 
11, 41: The Greek is obscure. 
11, 42: See par Mt 23, 23. 
11, 44: Just as men, unawares, walk over unmarked graves and 

become unclean (Nm 19, 16), so do men, associating with the cor
rupt, become corrupt unawares. 

11, 47-48: Only the general sense is clear, namely: the lawyers 
partake in the guilt of their ancestors and prophets. 

11, 48: You are u1itne11ei: you verify. 
11, 49·51: The meaning of these condensed verses are clearer in 

the expanded par Mt 23, 34·36. 
11, 49: The wiJdom of God: Jesus is interpreting God in his 

wisdom who said ...• 
11, 51: Ah.I: a reference to Gn 4, 8. Za.harias: a reference to 

2 Par 24. 20-22. 
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52 of this generation. I Woe to you lawyers! because you ha' 
taken away the key of knowledge; you have not enterc 
yourselves and those who were entering you have hindered. 

H After he had said these things to them, the Pharisee 
and the lawyers began to press him hard and to provo~ 

54 him to speak on many things, I setting traps for him an 
plotting to seize upon something out of his mouth, th, 
they might accuse him. 

12 
1 The Leaven of the Pharisees Now when immense crowJ 

had gathered together, so that they were treading on on 
another, he began to say to his disciples, "Beware of th 

2 leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. But there i 
nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, and nothin, 

3 hidden that will not be made known. For what you hav 
said in darkness will be said in the light; and what you hav 
whispered in the inner chambers will be preached on th 
housetops. 

4 Encouragement in Persecution "But I say to you, m: 
friends: Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, an1 

5 after that have nothing more that they can do. But I wil 
show you whom you shall be afraid of; be afraid of hin 

6 who, after he has killed, has power to cast into hell. Yes, · 
say to you, be afraid of him .. Are not five sparrows sold fo1 
two farthings? And yet not one of them is forgotten before 

7 God. Yes, the very hairs of your head are all numbered 
Therefore do not be afraid, you are of more value tha11 
many sparrows. 

8 "And I say to you, everyone who acknowledges m' 
before men, him will the Son of Man also acknowleclg' 

9 before the angels of God. But whoever disowns me 
before men will be disowned before the angels of God, 

10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man, it shall be forgiven him; but to him who blasphemell 
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven. 

11, H: After he had Iaid theJe thingI to them: according to the 
better Greek manuscript, read: ""And after he had departed from 
there." 

12, 1-8: Used as the Gospel of seven Masses. 
12, 2-9: See Mt 10, 25-39 n. 
12, 10: For par see Mt 12, 32 n. 
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11 "And when they bring you before the synagogues and 
the magistrates and the authorities, do not be anxious how 
or wherewith you shall defend yourselves, or what you 

12 shall say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very 
hour what you ought to say." 

H A W "rning "K"inst Avarice Now one out of the crowd 
said to him, "Master, tell my brother to divide the in-

14 heritance with me." But he said to him, "Man, who has 
ll appointed me a judge or arbitrator over you?" And he said 

to them, "Take heed and guard yourselves from all covetous
ness, for a man's life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions." 

16 But he spoke a parable to them, saying, "The land of a 
17 certain rich man brought forth abundant crops. And he 

began to take thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I 
IH do, for I have no room to store my crops?" And he said, 

'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store up all my grain and my goods. 

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast many good 
things laid up for many years; take thy ease, eat, drink, 

20 he merry.' But God said to him, 'Thou fool, this night do 
they demand thy soul of thee; and the things that thou 

ll hast provided, whose will they be?' So is he who lays up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich as regards God." 

22 Trust in God But he said to his disciples, "Therefore 
say to you, do not be anxious for your life, what you shall 

H eat; nor yet for your body, what you shall _put on. The life 
is a greater thing than the food, and the body than the 

12, 11·12: See par Mt 10, 17-20. 
I 2, 13· 14: There is no chronological link between the preceding 

passage and this one. The man asks Jesus to settle a purely civil af
fair bemuse rabbis were customarily called upon to settle such matters 
in addition to religious, cultic, and criminal cases. But Jesus excluded 
this temporal affair from his mission. His reply is modeled on Ex 
2, 14. 

12, I 5: The evangelist probably takes this saying of Christ from 
another context and places it here as an introduction to the parable. 

12, 16-2 I: The parable of the rich fool is found only in Lk. A 
variant form of this parable (without any literary dependence of one 
on the other) is found in The Tho111a11d and one Nixhu. 

12, 19: Numerous epitaphs composed from phrases of the Epicu
rean philosophers read, "'Eat, drink, play, and come to me." 

12, 20: Fool: in the biblical sense, one who in his plans disregards 
God. 

12, 22-31: For par see Mt 6, 2'-33 n. 
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24 clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, th1 
have neither storeroom nor barn; yet God feeds them. ( 

2' how much more value are you than they! But which • 
you by being anxious about it can add to his stature a sing 

26 cubit? Therefore if you are not able to do even a ve1 
little thing, why are you anxious concerning the rest? 

21 "Consider how the lilies grow; they neither toil nor spi1 
yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory w: 

2e arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the gra1 
which flourishes in the field today but tomorrow is throw 
into the oven, how much more you, 0 you of little faitl 

29 "And as for you, do not seek what you shall eat, • 
30 what you shall drink; and do not exalt yourselves I ( fc 

after all these things the nations of the world seek) ; bL 
31 your Father knows that you need these things. But seek th 

kingdom of God. and all these things shall be given yu 
besides. 

32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it has pleased you 
33 Father to give you the kingdom. Sell what you have an' 

give alms. Make for yourselves purses that do not grow olc 
a treasure unfailing in heaven, where neither thief draw 

34 near nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, ther 
also will your heart be. 

3' The Watchful Servants "Let your loins be girt about am 
36 your lamps burning, I and you yourselves like men waitinJ 

for their master's return from the wedding; so that whe1 
he comes and knocks, they may straightway open to him 

12, 25: To his stature a single ~ubitl: "A day to his life" is 1 
better translation. 

12, 28: God so dothes: see Mt 6, 30 n. 
12, 33-34: See par Mt 6, 20-21. 
12, 34: See Mt 6, 21 n. 
12, 35-40: Used for the Gospel of six Masses. 
12, 35-38: A warning to all Christians to be prepared for th1 

second coming of Jesus at the end of the world. This warnin,11 ii 
phrased in metaphorical language. To girt one's loins means to tud 
up the folds of the garments before beginning to serve the master 
The burning lamps mean vigilance. From the wedding: happiness ii 
heaven is represented here as a wedding banquet. 

12, 37b: Since no oriental master would do such a thing in rea 
life, and since this figure of speech is not used in other passages tha 
refer to the second coming, many commentators believe this to be ar 
allusion to the scene (see Jn 13, 5ff) when Jesus washes the fee 
of his apostles at the Last Supper. Lk represents Christ here as serv 
ing his followers in the same way at the heavenly banquet after hi: 
second coming. 
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37 Blessed are those servanlll whom the master, on his return, 
shall find watching. Amen I say to you, he will gird him· 
self, and will make them recline at table, and will come 

38 and serve them. And if he comes in the second watch, 
and if in the third, and finds them so, blessed are those 
servants! 

39 "But of this he assured, that if the householder had 
known at what hour the thief was coming. he would cer· 
tainly have watched, and not have let his house be broken 

40 into. You also must he ready, because at an hour that you 
do not expect, the Son of Man is coming." •1 And Peter said to him. "Lord, dost thou speak this parable 
for us or for all alike?" 

42 Exhortation to Vigilanee And the Lord said, "Who, dost 
thou think, is the faithful and prudent steward whom the 
master will set over his household to give them their ration 

o of grain in due time? Blessed is that servant whom his 
« master, when he comes, shall find so doing. Truly I say to 
4~ you, he will set him over all his goods. But if that servant 

says to himself, 'My master delays his coming.' and begins 
to beat the menservanl:ll and the maids, and to eat and 

46 drink, and to get drunk, I the master of that servant will 
come on a day he does not expect, and in an hour he 
does not know, and will cut him asunder and make him 

47 share the Jot of the unfaithful. But that servant who knew 
his master's will, and did not make ready for him and did 
not act according to his will, will be beaten with many 

4s stripes. Whereas he who did not know it, but did things 
deserving of stripes, will he beaten with few. But of every· 
one to whom much has been given, much will be required; 
and of him to whom they have entrusted much, they will 
demand the more. 

12, 38: Suo"d wt11rh: midnighL Third: about sunrise. These two 
watches refer to the indefinite time of the second coming. The Jews 
divided the night into three watches, as is reB.ected in this verse, but 
the Romans reckoned four watches. 

12, 39·40: See par Mt 24, 43-44. 
12, 40: A reference to the second coming. 
12, 41: Peter asks whether those who are ID wait for Christ's sec

ond coming ( vv. 35·38) are the apostles or all Christians. Jesus an
swers indirectly in vv. 42-48 that the steward presumably Peter, and 
the apostles ("us" of v. 41) must be fai1hf11t in waiting. The lesson 
of vv. 35-40 is reacliness, that of vv. 42-48 is trustworthiness of those 
who will be in charge of the Christian community till the second 
coming. 
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49 The Necessity of Struggle "I have come to cast fire ur 
50 the earth, and what will I but that it be kindled? Bui 

have a baptism to be baptized with; and how distressec 
'1 am until it is accomplished! Do you think that I came 

give peace upon the earth? No, I tell you, but divisi1 
'2 For henceforth in one house five will be divided, th 
H against two, and two against three. They will be divid1 

father against son and son against his father; mother agai1 
daughter and daughter against the mother; mother-in-I 
against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 1 
mother-in-law.'' 

'4 Time for Reconciliation And he said also to the crow 
"When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at on 

'5 'A shower is coming,' and so it comes to pass. And wl1 
you see the south wind blow, you say, 'There will be a scon 

'6 ing heat,' and so it comes to pass. You hypocrites! you knc 
how to judge the face of the sky and of the earth; t 

'7 how is it that you do not judge this time? But why ev 
of yourselves do you not judge what is right? 

'e "And when thou art going with thy opponent to I 
ruler, take pains to be quit of him on the way; lest 
deliver thee to the judge, and the judge to the offic 

59 and the officer cast thee into prison. I say to thee, th 
wilt not come out from it until thou hast paid the Vf 

last mite.'' 

13 
1 The Necessity of Repentance Now there came at that V( 

time some who brought him word about the Galilea1 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 

12, 49: This is not the "'fire'' of the judgment, of the Holy Spi1 
of enthusiasm, or of zeal for God's cause, but the "fire" of divisi 
as described in vv. 51-53. 

12, 50: The "baptism" in the sense of suffering, alludes to t 
Passion of Christ. This allusion is also found in Mk 10, 38. 

12, 51-53: See Mt 10, 35-36 n. 
12, 54-56: Jesus is emphasizing that the moment for decision t 

arrived. 
12, 55: In Palestine it is not the south wind but the east wi 

that brings heat. 
12, 56: ThiJ time: the time of the arrival of the kingdom of Jes• 
12, 57: This verse introduces vv. 58-59. 
12, 58-59: See the allegorical interpretation in par Mt 5, 25-26 
13, 1-5: These twin events, otherwise unknown, happened at )e1 

salem, but Jesus may not have spoken about them there. He · u5 
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2 And he answered and said to them, "Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

3 Galileans, because they have suffered such things? I tell you, 
no; but unless you repent, you will all perish in the same 

4 manner. Or those eighteen upon whom the tower of Siloe 
fell and killed them; do you think that they were more 

' guilty than all the other dwellers in Jerusalem? I tell you. 
no; but unless you repent, you will all perish in the same 
manner." 

6 A Ba"en Pig Tree And he spoke this parable: "A certain 
man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 

7 seeking fruit thereon, and found none. And he said to the 
vine-dresser, "Behold, for three years now I have come seek
ing fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down, 

e therefore; why does it still encumber the ground?' But he 
answered him and said, 'Sir, let it alone this year too, till I 

9 dig around it and manure it. Perhaps it may bear fruit; 
but if not, then afterwards thou shalt cut it down.' " 

10 A Stooped Woman Now he was teaching in one of their 
11 1ynagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman 

who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a 
spirit; and she was bent over and utterly unable to look 

12 upwards. When Jesus saw her, he called her to him and 
said to her, "Woman, thou art delivered from thy in-

13 lirmity." And he laid his hand upon her, and instantly 
she was made straight, and glorified God. 

14 But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant that Jesus had 
cured on the Sabbath, addressed the crowd, saying, "There 
are six days in which one ought to work; on these therefore 

the aample of the death of the people in the twin disasters as a 
symbol of ruin for the whole nation if the people do not repent. The 
stage is now set for repentance in the parable of the barren fig tree 
( vv. 6-9), even though in itself the parable emphasizes the hopeful 
note of delaying the menacing catastrophe. 

13, 6-9: Whereas incentive to conversion is the lesson to be 
drawn from this fig tree parable, the lesson taught by the cursing and 
with.,ring of the fig tree (see Mk 11, 14 n) is that the fate of Israel 
is sealed. 

13, 10-17: The focal point of interest is not the cure but the Sab
bath controversy. 

13, 11: By o spirit: according to the thinking of the times, the 
illness was attributed to the devil. The words of Jesus (v. 16) reflect 
this thinkin~. 

13, 13: As always, the gestures Jesus used in curing are purely 
svmbolic. 
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n come and be cured, and not on the Sabbath." But the Loi 
answered him and said, "Hypocrites! does not each one 
you on the Sabbath loose his ox or ass from the mang( 

16 and lead it forth to water? And this woman, daughter ' 
Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound, lo, for eighte1 
years, ought not she to be loosed from this bond on ti 
Sabbath?" 

17 And as he said these things, all his adversaries were p 
to shame; and the entire crowd rejoiced at all the glorio' 
things that were done by him. 

18 The Mustard Seed He said therefore, "What is ti 
19 kingdom of God like, and to what shall I liken it? I It is Iii 

a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and cast in 
his own garden; and it grew and became a large tree, ar 
the birds of the air dwelt in its branches." 

20 The Leaven And again he said, "To what shall I lik1 
21 the kingdom of God? It is like leaven, which a woman tot 

and buried in three measures of flour, until all of it w 
leavened.'' 

22 The Narrow Gate And he passed on through towns ar 
23 villages, teaching and making his way towards Jerusalem. B 

someone said to him, "Lord, are only a few to be saved?" 
24 But he said to them, I "Strive to enter by the narro 

gate; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will n 
2' be able. But when the master of the house has entcr1 

and shut the door, you will begin to stand outside ar 
knock at the door, saying, 'Lord, open for us!' And I 
shall say to you in answer, 'I do not know where you a 

26 from.' I Then you shall begin to say, 'We ate and drar 

13, 15: The Lord: see 7, 13 n. 
13, 17: It is typical of Lk to comment on the activity of Jesus. 
13, 18-19: For par see Mt 13, 31-32 n. 
13, 19: See Mt 13, 32 n. 
13, 20-21: See Mt 13, 33 n. 
13, 22-30: This passage is composed of several pronouncemen 

made by Jesus which Mt, as was his wont, scattered in five diflere 
places of his Gospel. 

13, 22: The verse was apparently inserted by Lk to remind t. 
readers of the journey of Jesus toward Jerusalem. 

13, 23: The question, which remains unanswered, serves as an i 
troduction to the subsequent verses. 

13~ 25-27: The door is no longer narrow (as stated in v. 24), b 
defimtely closed after a certain time. 
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27 in thy presence, and thou didst teach in our streets.' And 
he shall say to you, "I do not know where you are from. 

28 Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity.' I There will 
be the weeping, and the gnashing of teeth, when you shall 
see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets 
in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves cast forth out-

29 side. And they will come from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south, and will feast in the 

Ju kingdom of God. And behold, there are those last who will 
be first, and there are those first who will be last." 

51 Jesus and Herod On that same day certain Pharisees came 
up, saying to him, "Depart and be on thy way, for Herod 

32 wants to kill thee.'' And he said to them, "Go and say to that 
fox, 'Behold, I cast out devils and perform cures today and 
tomorrow, and the third day I am to end my course. 

H Nevertheless, I must go my way today and tomorrow and the 
next day, for it cannot be that a prophet perish outside 
Jerusalem.' 

!4 ""Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou who killest the prophets, 
and stonest those who are sent to thee! How often would I 
have gathered thy children together, as a hen gathers her 

3' young under her wings, but thou wouldst not! Behold, 
your house is left to you. And I say to you, you shall not 
see me until the time comes when you shall say, 'Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lordi' " 

14 
1 A Man with Dropsy And it came to pass, when he 

13, 27: Depart ..• workers of iniqui11: a guotation from Ps 6, 9. 
13, 30: This isolated saying is used in different accounts by Mt 

and Mk. 
13. 32-33: Jesus will continue his ministry in the territory of Her

od Antipas in spite of the latter"s threats, and he will die in Jerusa
lem where so many prophets died. 

13, 31: These Pharisees seem friendly. 
13, 32: Fox: besides the proverbial meaning of craftiness, the 

epithrt may insinuate the impure Jewish blood of Herod Antipas. 
(See "Political Background" in the Introduction to the New 
Testament.) 

13, 33: Notice the reminder of the journey to Jerusalem. 
13, 34-n: See par Mt 23, 37-39. 
13. 35: Hou1e: see Mt 23, 38 n. Blessed is he ••• of the Lord: 

see Mt 23. 39 n. 
I 4. 1 ·24: The four units of this chapter are most probably arti

ficially framed by Lk in the context of the banquet to which Jesus was 
invited. 

14, 1-6: The center of interest is not the cure but the Sabbath con-
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entered the house of one of the rulers cf the Pharisees on 
2 the Sabbath to take food, that they watched him. And 

behold, there was a certain man before him who had the 
3 dropsy. I And Jesus asked the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, 

"Is it lawful to cure on the Sabbath?" 
4 But they remained silent. And he took and healed him 
' and let him go. Then addressing them, he said, "Which 

of you shall have an ass or an ox fall into a pit, and will not 
6 immediately draw him up on the Sabbath?" And they could 

give him no answer to these things. 

7 The Last Seat But he also spoke a parable to those invited, 
observing how they were choosing the first places at table, 

e and he said to them, I "When thou art invited to a wedding 
feast, do not recline in the first place, lest perhaps one more 

9 distinguished than thou have been invited by him, I and he 
who invited thee and him come and say to thee, 'Make room 
for this man'; and then thou begin with shame to take the 

10 last place. But when thou art invited, go and recline in the 
last place; that when he who invited thee comes in, he may 
say to thee, 'Friend, go up higher!' Then thou wilt be 
honored in the presence of all who are at table with 

11 thee. For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself shall be exalted." 

12 Poor Guests But he also said to him who had invited 
him, "When thou givest a dinner or a supper, do not invite 
thy friends, or thy brethren, or thy relatives, or thy rich 
neighbors, lest perhaps they also invite thee in return, and a 

13 recompense be made to thee. But when thou givest a feast 
14 invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; I and 

blessed shalt thou be, because they have nothing to repay 
thee with; for thou shalt be repaid at the resurrection of 
the just." 

troversy. The story is similar to that of the man with a withered hand 
(Mk 3, 1-6). 

14, 5: Ass: scholars favor the Greek manuscripts which read, "son." 
14, 7-11: The homespun advice on how to avoid shame and win 

admiration at a banquet is an example of the divine-human dealings 
enunciated in v. 11. It is difficult to believe that Jesus would lecture 
his fellow guests in this manner, but see 14, 1-24 n. 

14, 11: See par Mt 23, 12. 
14, 12-14: It is difficult to believe that Jesus would advise his 

host in this way, but see 14, 1-24 n. 
14, 13-14: This recommendation is exemplified in the parable 

(vv. 16-24). 
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u Parable of a Great Supper Now when one of those who 
were at table with him had heard this, he said to him. 
"Blessed is he who shall feast in the kingdom of God." 

16 But he said to him. "A certain man gave a great supper, 
17 and he invited many. And he sent his servant at supper 

time to tell those invited to come, for everything is now 
1e ready. And they all with one accord began to excuse them· 

selves. The first said to him, 'I have bought a farm, and 
I must go out and see it; I pray thee hold me excused.' 

19 And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I am on my way to try them; I pray thee hold me excused.' 

20 And another said. 'I have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come.' 

"And the servant returned, and reported these things 
to his master. Then the master of the house was angry 
and said to his servant. 'Go out quickly into the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor, and 

22 the crippled, and the blind, and the lame.' And the servant 
said, 'Sir, thy order has been carried out, and still there is 

23 room.' Then the master said to the servant, 'Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and make them come in, so that 

24 my house may be filled. For I tell you that none of those 
who were invited shall taste of my supper.' " 

n Following of Christ Now great aowds were going along 
26 with him. And he turned and said to them, I "If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, and 
wife and children, and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 

27 own life, he cannot be my disciple. And ~ who does not 
carry his cross and follow me, cannot be my disciple. 

28 "For which of you, wishing to build a tower, does not 

. 14, 15: In the Old Testament, the Messianic kingdom of God was 
pictured as a. banquet; in New Testament times, the kingdom of 
heaven was pictured the same way. 

14, 16·24: See Mt 22, 1-14 n. The lesson of the parable is that the 
Jewish religious leaden will be excluded from the kingdom of God, 
but the poor, the sinners, and the pagans will eventually enter it. 

14, 2 3: Make them come in: through persistent exhortations. 
14, n.3~: The evangelist knits together a series of Christ's sayings 

and situates them in the open streets among enthusiastic crowds 
(v. 25 ). 

14, 25: The verse may be a veiled allusion to the journey of Jesus 
to Jerusalem . 
. 14, 26·.27: These two sayings are used by Mt 10, 37f in his mis

s10nory <l1scourse. 
14, 28-30: A parable characteristic of Lk's narration. 
14, 28: Town: not a fort, but a large farm building. 
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sit down first and calculate the outlays that are necessary 
29 whether he has the means to complete it? Lest, after he ha! 

laid the foundation and is not able to finish, all who behol~ 
30 begin to mock him I saying, 'This man began to build anc 

was not able to finish!' 
n "Or what king setting out to engage in battle witl' 

another king, does not sit down first and consider whethei 
he is able with ten thousand men to meet him who with 

32 twenty thousand is coming against him? Or else, whilst the 
other is yet at a distance, he sends a delegation and asks 

33 the terms of peace. So, therefore, every one of you who 
does not renounce all that he possesses, cannot be my disciple. 

34 "Salt is good; but if even the salt loses its strength, 
35 what shall it be seasoned with? It is fit neither for the 

land nor for the manure heap, but must be thrown out. He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

15 
1 The Lost Sheep Now the publicans and sinners were draw-
2 ing near to him to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the 

Scribes murmured, saying, "This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them." 

3.4 But he spoke to them this parable, saying, "What man 
of you having a hundred sheep, and losing one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the desert, and go after 

5 that which is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found 
6 it, he lays it upon his shoulders rejoicing. And on comin,I! 

home he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying 
to them, 'Rejoice with me, because I have found my sheep 

14, 31·32: Again a parable found only in this Gospel. 
14, 33: This verse imparts a unified meaning to the preceding 

twin parables. The meaning is that the '"resources" necessary for a 
disciple of Christ lie in the willingness to renounce everything. 

14, 34-35: The saying on salt is found in the Sermon on the 
Mount. (See Mt 5, 13 n.) If the saying means that an indifferent 
disciple is like insipid salt, then there is only a loose connection be
tween vv. 34-35 and the foregoing vv. 25-33 on the qualities of a 
disciple . 
. 15, 1-10: Judging from the twin parables, Jesus ma:' have de

livered them in reply to those who questioned his association with 
the socially inferior. In fact, from here to 18, 14 the section has been 
labeled the "gospel of the outcasts." 

15, 4-7: See par Mt 18, 12-14 for the same parable, but in a 
different setting, with a different application, and without the viviJ 
details of Lk's account. Even the Greek vocabulary differs appreciably_ 
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7 that was lost.' I say to you that, even so, there will be 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, more than over 
niney-nine just who have no need of repentance. 

8 The Lost Coin "Or what woman, having ten drachmas, if 
she loses one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep 

9 the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when 
8he has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma that 

10 I had lost.' Even so, I say to you, there will be joy among the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

11 The Prodigal Son And he said, "A certain man had two 
12 sons. And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give 

me the share of the property that falls to me.' And he 
divided his means between them. 

B "And not many days later, the younger son gathered 
up all his wealth, and took his journey into a far country; 

14 and there he squandered his fortune in loose living. And 
after he had spent all, there came a grievous famine over 

1' that country, and he began himself to suffer want. And 
he went and joined one of the citizens of that country, 

16 who sent him to his farm to feed swine. And he longed 
to /ill himself with the pods that the swine were eating. 
but no one offered to give them to him. 

17 "But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many 
hired men in my father's house have bread in abundance, 

18 while I am perishing here with hunger! I' will get up and 
go to my father, and will say to him, Father, I have sinned 

19 against heaven and before thee. I am no longer worthy to 

n, 7: Joy in heaven: a circumlocution of the expression "joy in 
God," to avoid attributing human emotion to God. "Joy among the 
rm,~e/J of GoJ" (v, 10) must be similarly understood. For the main 
lesson see 1 ~. 10 n. 

15, R: Drachma: this silver Greek coin equaled a day's wage 
for a laborer. 

n, I 0: See I 5, 7 n. The main lesson of the two parables is not 
the repentan<e of the sinner, but the diligent search made for him by 
Jesus which brings joy to God (see 15, 1-10 n). 

I~. 11-32: For its beauty in form and thought, this is generally 
considered the pearl of all the parables of Jesus told in the Gospels. 
TlllS bihl ical story is not tarnished because a variant version of it 
exists in Buddhist literature, for there is no likely dependence of one 
story on the other. 

15, 11-24: Differently from the preceding twin parables (see 15, 
10 n), the proJigal son himself repents. 
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be called thy son; make me as one of thy hired men. 
20 And he arose and went to his father. 

"But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw 
him and was moved with compassion, and ran and fell upon 

21 his neck and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before thee. I am no 

22 longer worthy to be called thy son.' But the father said 
to his servants, 'Fetch quickly the best robe and put it on 
him, and give him a ring for his finger and sandals for 

23 his feet; I and bring out the fattened calf and kill it, and 
24 let us eat and make merry; because this my son was dead, 

and has come to life again; he was lost, and is found.' 
And they began to make merry. 

2' "Now his elder son was in the field; and as be came 
and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 

26 And calling one of the servants he inquired what this meant. 
27 And he said to him, 'Thy brother has come, and thy father 

has killed the fattened calf, because he has got him back 
28 safe.' But he was angered and would not go in. 

"'His father, therefore, came out and began to entreat 
29 him. I But he answered and said to his father, 'Behold, 

these many years I have been serving thee, and have never 
transgressed one of thy commands; and yet thou hast never 
given me a kid that I might make merry with my friends. 

30 But when this thy son comes, who has devoured his means 
with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fattened calf.' 

31 "But he said to him, 'Son, thou art always with me, 

15, 22-23: The typical oriental manner of honoring a special 
guest. 

15, 22: Ring: the mark of authority on the estate. 
15, 25-32: The focal point of interest is not the return of the 

prodigal son, nor the contrast between the two sons, but the con 
trasting attitude of the father and the elder son toward the younger 
son. The prodigal represents sinners and outcasts as in the preceding 
twin parables. Biblical critics disagree on whether the elder son 
represents the Pharisees or the just people in general. Regardless, tl>e 
elder son symbolizes the granite, pious personality that is overly 
conscious of following God's law (v. 29), and censorious of those 
who do not. The father, the true hero of the story, represents God 
whose abounding goodness wants to save sinners. Contrast the God 
of love here and the God of obedience in the parable of the two 
sons (Mt 21, 28-32). However, according to some modern critics, 
the teaching of the parable is one of a merciful God without Christ's 
cross of suffering, or his redeeming death. These critics overlook the 
fact that the prodigal himself first decided to repent and to carry out 
his resolution. 

15. 30: The attitudes of the two sons are described in detail to 
highlight the irrefutable response of the father. 
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32 and all that is mine is thine; but we were bound to make 
merry and rejoice, for this thy brother was dead, and has 
come to life; he was lost, and is found.'" 

16 
I The un;usl Steward And he said also to his disciples, 

"There was a certain rich man who had a steward, who 
2 was reported to him as squandering his possessions. And he 

called him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear of 
thee? Make an accounting of thy stewardship, for thou canst 
be steward no longer.' 

3 "And the steward said within himself, 'What shall I do, 
seeing that my master is taking away the stewardship from 

4 me? To dig I am not able; to beg I am ashamed. I I know 
what I shall do, that when I am removed from my steward· 

' ship they may receive me into their houses.' And he sum
moned each of his master's debtors and said to the first, 

6 'How much dost thou owe my master?' I And he said, 
'A hundred jars of oil.' He said to him, 'Take thy bond 

7 and sit down at once and write fifty.' Then he said to 
another, 'How much dost thou owe?' He said, 'A hundred 
kors of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take thy bond and write 
eighty.' 

e "And the master commended the unjust steward, in that 
he had acted prudently; for the children of this world, in 
relation to their own generation, are more prudent than the 

15, 32: Perhaps in no other Gospel passage i; God the Father as 
ready to forgive better portrayed than in this parable. 

16, 1 - \I : It is more probable that Jesus did not deliver these 
three talks together; Lk grouped them into this chapter (except vv. 
16-18) to illustrate Christ's attitude toward earthly goods. 

16, 1·13: This is probably the most difficult of all the parables. 
Espcx·ially the meaning of its main lesson remains in the dark, but 
there is no adequate interpretation of the entire parable. 

16. I -7: The steward probably represents the Jewish leaders who 
treat the outcasts roughly. 

16, 6: A hundred iarJ of oil: some experts estimate this to mean 
a thousand gallons of olive oil. Bond: invoice. 

16, 7: Kori: bushels. 
16. R: It is difficult for scholars to decide whether this verse is a 

conclusion by Jesus or by Lk, but it is an interpretation of the fore
going parable (vv. 1-7). The mailer: in Greek, "the Lord" (kurio1), 
refers either to the "rich man" (v. 1) or to Jesus. Nevertheless, the 
foresight of the steward, not the immorality of his acts, is praised. 
( \X'e ourselves may marvel at a clever thief's resourcefulness but we 
would not praise the injustice of his act.) The children of 1he lip.hi: 
those who are concerned with .i;piritual matters should act just as pru-
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9 children of the light. And I say to you, make friends fo1 
yourselves with the mammon of wickedness, so that wher 
you fail they may receive you into the everlasting dwellings 

10 "He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful alsc 
in much, and he who is unjust in a very little thing is unjust 

11 also in much. Therefore, if in the case of the wicked mam 
mon you have not proved faithful, who will entmst to you 

12 what is true? And if in the case of what belongs to anothe1 
you have not proved faithful, who will give you what is you1 

13 own? No servant can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or else he will stand hy 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God an<l 
mammon.'' 

14 Pretenses of the Pharisees Now the Pharisees, who were 
fond of money, were listening to all these things, and 

n they began to sneer at him. And he said to them, "You are 
they who declare yourselves just in the sight of men, but 
God knows your heart; for that which is exalted in the 

dently as the "children of this world" (epitomized by the steward) 
who are concerned with temporal matters. This interpretation is prcl· 
erable to that which understands the contrast between the children 
to refer to a contrast between the Jews and the Gentiles. 

16, 9: With the mammon of wickedness: with the aid of wealth 
gained in a wicked manner (see 16, 10-11 n). When you fail: in 
Greek, "when it shall fail." The everlasting dwellin{!.I: an everlastin,I! 
home. V. 9 may be another independent interpretation of the parable, 
possibly by Jesus, because of his characteristic "And I say to you." 
One explanation of this verse is that Jesus urges snug people to use 
their "wicked" wealth to make friends by selling all and giving to 
the poor, so that when their wealth is spent the poor in heaven may 
receive them there. 

16, 10-11: V. 10 seems to be a general principle which is not related 
to any of the preceding verses, but v. 11 applies this principle thus: 
if you have not correctly used worldly wealth ("wicked mammon··) 
which connotes something false, not lasting, you will not be entrust~ 
with heavenly wealth ("what is true," i.e., lasting). 

16, 12: This verse is another application of the general principle 
of v. 10, namely: if you were not faithful in the proper use of worldly 
wealth ("what belongs to another"), how will you be faithful 
in the use of heavenly wealth ("what is your own") ? 

16, 13: This is another independent saying of all the preceding 
verses except for the verbal link of the word "mammon." V. 13 warns 
against substituting the service of wealth for the service of God. This 
saying (v. 13), which is used in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 6, 
24), is not concerned with the correct use of wealth as are vv. 10-12. 

16, 14: The evangelist seems to have added this verse to connect 
it with the idea of wealth in the preceding parable of the unjust 
steward (vv. 1-13) and at the same time to tie v. 14 with v. U to 
set the stage for the parable of Lazarus (vv. 19-31). 
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16 sight of men is an abomination before God. Until John 
came, there were the Law and the Prophets; since then 
the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is 

17 forcing his way into it. Yet it is easier for heaven and 
earth to pass away than for one tittle of the Law to fail. 

te "Everyone who puts away his wife and marries another 
commits adultery; and he who marries a woman who has 
been put away from her husband commits adultery. 

19 The Rich Mon ond Ldzorus "There was a certain rich 
man who used to clothe himself in purple and fine linen, 

20 and who feasted every day in splendid fashion. And there 
was a certain poor man, named Lazarus, who lay at his gate, 

21 covered with sores, I and longing to be filled with the 
crumbs that fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs 

22 would come and lick his sores. And it came to pass that the 
poor man died and was borne away by the angels into 
Abraham's bosom; but the rich man also died and was buried 

H in hell. And lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he saw 
24 Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried 

out and said, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.' 

25 "But Abraham said to him, 'Son, remember that thou in 
thy lifetime hast received good things, and Lazarus in like 
manner evil things; but now here he is comforted whereas 

16, 16-18: Lk assembles three sayings which 'are disconnected 
with the rest of ch. 16 and are used in three different places in Mt's 
Gospel. 

16, 16: For par see Mt 11, 12 n. 
16, 17: For par see Mt '· 18 a. 
16, 18: For par see Mt 19; 9 n. 
16, 19-~ I : This parable, peculiar to Lk, may represent the Jewish 

leaden (Dives) who treat the outcasts (Lazarus) rudely. There is 
no historical basis to this parable. 

16, 19: Rich: the well-known "dives" is not a proper name but 
the adjective for rich (man) from the Latin Vg. 

16, 21: Oov would come and ITCk his sores: not out of tenderness, 
but out of hunger. Besides the physical degradation, there are over
tones of the ritual degradation since a dog was "impure." 

16, 22-2 3: In hell. And lif1inx up his eyes: the Greek literally 
reads: "And from hades, lifting up his eyes ... " 

16, 22: See 16, 26 n. Abraham's bosom: see Mt 8, 11 n. 
16, 24: Di/1 1he 1ip of his fin/I.er ... my /Onf.ue: this recalls a 

well-known gift to the dead by Osiris, the Egyptian god. Vv. 19-26 
show, anon.ling to scholars, a similarity to, but not dependence on, 
on Egyption folk tale. 
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26 thou art tormented. And besides all that, between us and yo1 
a great gulf is fixed, so that they who wish to pass ove 
from this side to you cannot, and they cannot cross fron 
your side to us.' 

27 "And he said, 'Then, father, I beseech thee to send hin 
28 to my father's house, I for I have five brothers, that h• 

may testify to them, lest they too come into this place 01 

29 torments.' And Abraham said to him, 'They have Mosc1 
30 and the Prophets, let them hearken to them.' But he an· 

swered, 'No, father Abraham, but if someone from the deac 
31 goes to them, they will repent.' But he said to him, 'If the} 

do not hearken to Moses and the Prophets, they will not 
believe even if someone rises from the dead.' " 

17 
1 Avoiding Scand4l And he said to his disciples, "It is im· 

possible that scandals should not come; but woe to hirn 
2 through whom they come! It were better for him if a mill· 

stone were hung about his neck and he were thrown into 
the sea, than that he should cause one of these little ones 
to sin. 

3 Forgiveness of lniuries "Take heed to yourselves. If thy 
4 brother sin, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And 

if seven times in the day he sin against thee, and seven times 
in the day turn back to thee, saying, 'I repent,' forgive him." 

' Efficacy of Faith And the apostles said to the Lord, "In· 

16, 26: Gulf: this topo_graphical detail and the facility given to 
the saved and the damned to converse (vv. 23ff) but not to visit 
one another are not meant literally here; they are more common to 
the contemporary literature of Greek religion than to Jewish litera
ture. Another detail, not meant literally and belonging to the same 
trpe of Greek literature, is that of the angels carrying souls to paradise 
(v. 22). 

16, 29: Moses and the Prophets: they epitomize the Old Tesblment. 
16, 31: The lesson here is not that the Old Testament teaches that 

the damned will be gathered into eternal hell fire, but that the Old 
Testament teaches sufficiently well how to be saved. If the riLh 
man's brothers reject this ordinary way of salvation, then not even 
a miraculous resurrection will make them believe. Jesus himself after 
his resurrection did not try to persuade those who had disbelieved 
him during his ministry. 

17, 2: For par see Mt 18, 6 n. 
17, 4: See Mt 18, 21-22 n. 
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6 crease our faith." And the Lord answered, "If you have faith 
even like a mustard seed, you will say to this mulberry tree, 
'Be uprooted and be planted in the sea,' and it will obey you. 

7 The Unprofitable Servant "But which of you is there, 
having a servant plowing or tending sheep, who will say to 
him on his return from the field, 'Come at once and recline 

s at table!' But will he not say to him, 'Prepare my supper, and 
gird thyself and serve me till I have eaten and drunk; and 

9 afterwards thou thyself shalt eat and drink'? Does he thank 
10 that servant for doing what he commanded him? I do not 

think so. Even so you also, when you have done everything 
that was commanded you, say, 'We are unprofitable servants; 
we have done what it was our duty to do.' " 

II Ten Lepers And it came to pass as he was going to Jeru-
12 salem, that he was passing between Samaria and Galilee. And 

as he was entering a certain village, there met him ten 
U lepers, who stood afar off I and lifted up their voice, crying, 
14 "Jesus, master, have pity on us.'' I And when he saw them 

he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And it came 
to pass as they were on their way, that they were made clean. 

n But one of them, seeing that he was made clean, returned, 
16 with a loud voice glorifying God, I and he fell on his face at 

his feet, giving thanks; and he was a Samaritan. 
17 But Jesus answered and said, "Were not the ten made 
lR clean? But where are the nine? I Has no. one been found 
19 to return and give glory to God except this foreigner?" And 

17, 6: Compare Mk 11, 23. 
17, 7·10: Only found in this Gospel. 
17, 7: Sert•a111: in Greek, "slave." The conditions described agree 

with those of slaves at that time. The parable warns that a person 
must not demand something from God just because he did something 
rxtra for God. 

1 7, 11·l9: The account is peculiar to Lk, but compare Mk 1, 40-45 
where the curing of one leper is described. 

1 7, 11 : The evangelist again quietly refers to Christ's journey toward 
Jerusalem. 

I 7, 14: Show yo11ru/11e1 lo 1he prieils: Jewish lepers customarily 
reported to the priests at Jerusalem (see Mt 8, 4 n), but it is not clear 
where the Samaritan was to report, at Jerusalem or at bis temple on 
Mount Garizim? (See 10, 33 n.) 

17, 16: Samaritans were despised by Jews, 
17, 17: The nine are most probably Jews, 
I 7, 18 : The center of interest in the parable is not the miracle 

but the gratitude of the Samaritan. 
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he said to him, "Arise, go thy way, for thy faith has saved 
thee." 

20 Coming of the Kingdom of God And on being asked by 
the Pharisees, "When is the kingdom of God coming?" he 
answered and said to them, "The kingdom of God comes 

21 unawares. Neither will they say, 'Behold, here it is,' or 'Be
hold, there it is.' For behold, the kingdom of God is within 
you.'' 

22 But he said to the disciples, "The days will come when 
you will long to see one day of the Son of Man, and will 

23 not see it. And they will say to you, 'Behold, here he is; be-
24 hold, there he is.' Do not go, nor follow after them. For as 

the lightning when it lightens flashes from one end of the 
n sky to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. But 

first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this 
generation. 

26 "And as it came to pass in the days of Noe, even so will 
27 it be in the days of the Son of Man. They were eating and 

drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day when Noe entered the ark, and the flood came and 

28 destroyed them all. Or as it came to pass in the days of Lot. 
They were eating and drinking, they were buying and selling, 

29 they were planting and building; I but on the day that Lot 
went out from Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from 

30 heaven and destroyed them all. In the same wise will it be 
31 on the day that the Son of Man is revealed. In that hour 

let him who is on the housetop and his goods in the house, 
not go down to take them away; and likewise let him who 

32.33 is in the field not turn back. Remember Lot's wife. Who-

17, 20-37: Much of this discourse, peculiar to Lk, has been 
incorporated into the eschatological discourse of Mt 24, 5-41. 

17, 21: Within you: although the Greek says, "within you," in this 
context it seems to mean "among you," or "within your grasp." This 
verse has a long history of debate. 

17, 22: Day1: the era. Day: according to the rest of the discourse, 
not a protracted period of time but a determined moment of time 
is meant, namely: the second coming of Christ. There are other 
equally probable opinions of this obscure verse. 

17, 24: See Mt 24, 27 n. 
17, 25: An allusion to the Passion of Jesus. 
17, 26-30: The point here is not the wickedness of the people 

but their unconcern about the imminent catastrophe. The generation 
of Christ's era was similarly unconcerned about God's imminent 
judgment. 

17, 33: Fleeing from danger to save one's life is no excuse for 
denying Christ. See a different use of this verse in Mk 8, 35. 
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ever tries to save his life will lose it; and whoever loses 
'14 it will preserve it. I say to you, OD that night there will 

be two on one bed; one will be taken, and the other 
n will be left. Two women will be grinding together; one will 

be taken, and the other will be left. Two men will be in the 
field; one will be ta.ken, and the other will be left." 

36 And they answered and said to him, "Where, Lord?" 
" He said to them, "Wherever the body is, there will the 

eagles be gathered together," 

18 
1 The Godleu fudge And he also told them a parable-that 
2 th~ must always pray and not lose heart- I saying, "There 

was a judge in a certain town who did not fear God and 
3 did not respect man. Now there was a certain widow in that 

town, and she kept coming to him, saying, 'Do me justice 
4 against my adversary.' And he would not for a long time. 

But afterwards he said within himself, 'Although I do not 
' fear God, nor even respect man, I yet because this widow 

bothers me, I will do her justice, lest by her continual coming 
she finally wear me out.' " 

6 And the Lord said, "Hear what the unjust judge says; 
7 I and will not God avenge his elect, who cry to him day and 
e night? And will he be slow to act in their case? I I tell you 

that he will avenge them quickly. Yet when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find, do you think, faith on the earth?" 

17, 34.3,: See Mt 24, 40-41 n. 
17, 3~: Two men ... will be left: an interpolation from Mt 24, 40. 
17, 37: For par see Mt 24, 28 n. 
18, 1-8: This parable on the persistent petitioner is narrated in 

Lk only and it resembles that of the man who seeks the help of a 
lriend at midnight (11, ~-8). The core of the piirable is: if an 
unjust judge will redreSs the wrong of a client merely because of 
the client's persistence, will not God hear his chosen ones and intervene 
to avenge them on their enemies? The nature of the intervention and 
of the persecution remains obscure. Consequently, the central figure 
of the parable is not the defenseless widow but the unjust judge who 
1s compared to the just judge, God. By the same token, the center of 
the comparison is not the persistent petition but the certainty that 
it is heard. 

I H, 2: The description of the judse throughout this parable agrees 
well with the description of judges found in the Old Testament. 

I H, 7: The persecutors are not identified . 
. 18, Ab: Ye1. "'hen 1he Son of Man comes,.,. faith on the earth?: 

since llHS saymg does not refer to the parable of vv. 1-8a, it is 
considered an isolated saying which Lk inserted here. Its meaning is 
not clear. 
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9 The Pharisee and the Publican But he spoke this parabl 
also to some who trusted in themselves as being just and de 

10 spised others. "Two men went up to the temple to pray, th 
11 one a Pharisee and the other a publican. The Pharisee stoo 

and began to pray thus within himself: 'O God, I thank the 
that I am not like the rest of men, robbers, dishonest, adull 

12 erers, or even like this publican. I I fast twice a week; 
13 pay tithes of all that I possess.' But the publican, standin 

afar off, would not so much as lift up his eyes to heaver 
but kept striking his breast, saying, 'O God, be merciful t 
me the sinner!' 

14 "I tell you, this man went back to his home justifie 
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself sha1 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted. 

18, 9-14: This famous parable on prayer, peculiar to Luke, resume 
the theme of the Jewish leaders versus the outcasts. See 15, 1-10 n. 

18, 10: Publican: tax collector. The Pharisee represented th 
highest ideal for a Jew. He was completely dedicated to the Mosai 
Law, the noblest way of living in accordance with faith and moral: 
The opposite extreme of Jewish ideals was symbolized by the ta 
collector (see Mk 2, 15 n). 

18, 11-12: Standing was the normal Jewish posture for prayer, nc 
a sign of pride. The tax collector also stands ( v. 13). Everything h 
says is true. 

18, 12-13: Fast: see Mt 9, 14 n. The prayer of the Pharisee show 
that he is satisfied with his spiritual accomplishments; he has no nee 
of pardon, for in his opinion he has done no wrong. He makes n 
petition. The gravest defect of his piety is his belief that he does nc 
need God's mercy and grace for salvation. To illustrate that Jesus i 
no way exaggerates the prayer of the Pharisee, scholars point out 
similar prayer of a Pharisee in the Babylonian Talmud. 

The prayer of the tax collector focuses not on a comparison wit 
others, but on his own faults. 

18, 14: Thi! man went back: Jesus says in the parable that onl 
the tax collector was forgiven his sins. Humbled ... exalteo 
Scholars discuss whether this general saying was added by Jesus. c 
whether it was added by the evangelist, or by "tradition." The parabl 
is complete without it, and it does not express the lesson of th 
parable. The Pharisee was not humbled. The saying seems to refc 
to the reversal of fortunes at the end of the world. 

The travelogue on the journey to Jerusalem, which began in 9, 51 
ends here insofar as the evangelist's own material ends here (eve 
though our Lord's entry into Jerusalem is described in 19, 45). Thi 
"Great Insertion" of lk's material into the main stream of Mk' 
Gospel, which Lk followed, corresponds to what scholars call lk' 
"Great Omission," namely, the omission of Mk 6, 45-8, 2( 

According to the common opinion, Lk omitted !his section of l\( 
because it was not of sufficient interest to him. (See the "sources" i 
the Introduction to the Gospel of Luke.) 
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n Te1u1 Blesses the Children Now they were bringing the 
babes also to him that he might touch them; but when the 

1~ disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them 
together and said, "Let the little children come to me, and 

17 do not hinder them, for of such is the kingdom of God. Amen 
I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God 
as a little child will not enter into it." 

IB The Danger of Riches And a certain ruler asked him, 
saying, ""Good Master, what shall I do to gain eternal life?" 

19 But Jesus said to him, "Why dost thou call me good? No 
20 one is good but only God. Thou knowest the commandments: 

"Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honor thy 
father and mother." 

21 And he said, "All these I have kept ever since I was a 
22 child." But when Jesus heard this, he said to him, "One 

thing is still lacking to thee; sell all that thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and 

H come, follow me." When he heard these things, he was much 
grieved, for he was very rich.-

24 But Jesus, seeing him become sad, said, "With what diffi
culty will they who have riches enter the kingdom of God! 

2l For it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

26 And they who heard it said, "Who then can be saved?" 
21 He said to them, "Things that are impossible with men are 

possible with God." 
28 And Peter said, "Behold, we have left all and followed 
29 thee." And he said to them, "Amen I say to you, there is no 

one who has left house, or parents, or brothers, or wife, or 
30 d1ildren, for the sake of the kingdom of God, I who shall 

not receive much more in the present time, and in the age 
to come life everlasting." 

18, 15-17: Sec par Mk 10, 13·16. 
18, D: Touch: see Mk 10, 13 n. 
18, 16: The lein?,dom of God: sec 10, Un. 
18, 111-30: See par Mt 19, 16-30. 
18, lR-19: See Mt 19, 16-17 n. 
lR, 20: See Ex 20, 12-16; Dt 5, 16-20. 
lR, 25: A Semitic hyperbole. 
lR, 26-27: See Mt 19, 26 n. 
18, W: A!(e lo com•: sec itll parallel expression "regeneration" BS 

nplained in Mt 19. 28 n. 
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31 The Third Prediction of the Passion But Jesus taking I 

himself the Twelve said to them, "Behold, we are going u 
to Jerusalem, and all things that have been written by ti 

32 prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplishe• 
For he will be delivered to the Gentiles, and will be mock~ 

H and scourged and spit upon; I and after they have scourge 
him, they will put him to death; and on the third day 1 
will rise again." 

34 And they understood none of these things and this sayin 
was hidden from them, neither did they get to know tl· 
things that were being said. 

6 

3~ A Blind Man at /ericho Now it came to pass as he dm 
near to Jericho, that a certain blind man was sitting by th 

36 wayside, begging; but hearing a crowd passing by, he in 
37 quired what this might be. And they told him that Jesus o 
38 Nazareth was passing by. And he cried out, saying, "Jesu! 
39 Son of David, have mercy on me!" I And they who we11 

in front angrily tried to silence him. But he cried out a 
4o the louder, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" I Then Jcsu 

stopped and commanded that he should be brought to hiII 
41 And when he drew near, he asked him, J saying, "Wha 

wouldst thou have me do for thee?" And he said, "Lord, tha 
42 I may see." J And Jesus said to him, "Receive thy sight, th 
43 faith has saved thee." And at once he received his sight, an' 

followed him, glorifying God. And all the people upon seein, 
it gave praise to God. 

19 
1 Zacchaeus the Publican And he entered and was passin, 
2 through Jericho. And behold there was a man named Zac 

18, 31-33: For par see Mt 20, 17-19 n. This blindness of th 
apostles is contrasted with the blindness of the man at Jericho in v\ 
35-43. 

18, 31: In the three predictions of the Passion, only lk speaks o 
the fulfillment of scripture. 

18, 35-43: For par see Mt 20, 29-34 n. 
18, 39: Only this Gospel's account has "Son of David." 
18, 43: In the parallel accounts of this miracle only lk mention 

the people praisin.i; God. ' 
19, 1-10: Peculiar to Luke. 
19, 2: Zacchae111: in Hebrew, it means "the pure one." Public-un 

see Mk 2, 15 n. 
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' chaeus; and he was a leading publican, and he was rich. And 
he was trying to see Jesus, who he was, but could not, on 

4 account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So 
he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see 
him, for he was going to pass that way. 

' And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and saw 
him, and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come 
down; for I must stay in thy house today." 

6 And he made haste and came down, and welcomed him 
7 joyfully. And upon seeing it all began to murmur, saying. 

"He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." 
e But Zacchacus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, I 

give one-half of my possessions to the poor; and if I have 
9 defrauded anyone of anything. I restore it fourfold." Jesus 

said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since 
10 he, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to 

seek and to save what was lost." 

11 Parable of the Gold Pieces Now as they were listening to 
these things, he went on to speak a parable, because he was 
near Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom 
of God was going to appear immediately. 

12 He said therefore, "A certain nobleman went into a far 
country to obtain for himself a kingdom and then return. 

n And having summoned ten of his servants, he' gave them ten 
gold pieces and said to them, 'Trade till I come.' 

19, 3: Zacchaeus tried to see what Jesus looked l[ke. 
19, 8: The gracious favor of Jesus and his personality converted 

Zacchaeus, so that he made a promise for the future even though the 
sc11tence reads in the present. 

19, 9·10: The answer of Jesus is not in testimony of the publican's 
conversion but in justification of his stay at the house of Zacchaeus 
who was a Jew and a lost sinner. Christ came for the salvation of 
Jewish sinners also. 

19, 9: Perhaps it is principally because of this verse that vv. 1-10 
n re usN as the Gospel for the dedication of a church. 

19, 11 : The evangelist inserts this verse here to connect the 
preceding anec<lote with the parable told in vv. 12·27. The "they" 
refers to the disciples. The purpose of the parable was to dispel 
the notion that the "kingdom of God was going to appear 
on1mc<liately." Jesus had to die first before returning a second time 
nt the end of the world. Meanwhile there would be a time of trial. 
I lence this parable had the same purpose as that of the talents (Mt 
~~. 14-30). 

19, 12: The nobleman, with the hope of obtaining the right to 
bn ome king, is going abroad to visit his overlord. 

19, 13: 1"e11 gold piecer: Literally, "ten minas." One mina or 
one gold piece equaled about three months' wages for a laborer. Dur-
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14 "But his atizens hated him; and they sent a delegatio1 
after him to say, "We do not wish this man to be kin, 

n over us.' And it came to pass when he had returned, afte 
receiving the kingdom, that he ordered the servants to whor, 
he had given the money to be called to him in order tha 
he might learn how much each one had made by tradin~ 

16 "And the first came, saying, 'Lord, thy gold piece ha 
17 earned ten gold pieces.' And he said to him, 'Well done, goo1 

servant; because thou hast been faithful in a very little, tho1 
shalt have authority over ten towns.' 

18 "Then the second came, saying, 'Lord, thy gold piece ha 
19 made five gold pieces.' And he said to him, 'Be thou als< 

over five towns.' 
20 "And another came, saying, 'Lord, behold thy gold piece 
21 which I have kept laid up in a napkin; for I feared thee 

because thou art a stern man. Thou takest up what thot 
didst not lay down, and thou reapest what thou didst nol 

22 sow.' He said to him, 'Out of thy own mouth I judge thee 
thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I am a stern man 
taking up what I did not lay down and reaping what I did nol 

23 sow. Why, then, didst thou not put my money in a bank 
so that I on my return might have gotten it with interest? 

24 And he said to the bystanders, 'Take away the gold pieci 
from him, and give it to him who has the ten gold pieces. 

2' But they said to him, 'Lord, he has ten gold pieces.' 
26 "I say to you that to everyone who has shall be given; 

ing the nobleman·s absence, his servants were to be tested on thei1 
ability to invest, and on their fidelity to him. 

19, 14: It is often claimed that this is probably an allusior 
to Archelaus who traveled to .Rome in 4 B.C. to ask Augustus per· 
sonally to succeed his ( Archelaus") father, Herod the Great, as king 
Fifty Jewish representatives also appeared in Rome to oppose hi! 
succession to the throne. Rome compromised by fiving Archelam 
only part of his father"s kingdom with the title o tetrarch, not ui 
king (see v. 27). Whether the allusion is historically true or ,,.,1, 
the allegorical interpretation is that the nobleman represents Je>n! 
who goes to a distant land (heaven) to return as king. The delegation 
of citizens who oppose the Messia-king are the Jewish leaders (though, 
in the allegory, the delegation does not appear before God). 

19, 15: After receivin/!. the ki111?.dom: after he was crowned king. 
19, 22: U"icked serva111: unprofitable servant. 
19. 24: This command would be unlikely in real life because th( 

first servant was already rewarded, but it is meant to stress its 
religious meaning, namely: be certain to use God's gifts. 

19, 25: The objection of the bystanders that the servant already 
has ten gold pieces prepares the response given in v. 26. 

19, 26: The punishment lies in depriving the incapable serv.int 
of his idle capital. The allegorical meaning is that Christ's <l1s-
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but from him who does not have, even that which he has 
27 shall be taken away. But as for these my enemies, who did 

not want me to be king over them, bring them here and 
slay them in my presence." 

2H And when he had said these things, he went ahead, going 
up to Jerusalem. 

·~ l'riumphal Entry into f erusalem And it came to pass, 
when he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the moun· 

30 tain called Olivet, that he sent two of his disciples, I saying, 
'"Go into the village opposite; on entering it you will find a 
colt of an ass tied, upon which no man ever yet sat; loose 

'1 it and bring it. And if anyone ask you, 'Why are you loosing 
it?' you shall answer him thus, 'Because the Lord has need 
of it.'" 

3l And they who were sent went away and found the colt 
31 standing, even as he had told them. And as they were Joos· 

ing the colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you loosing 
34 the colt?" And they replied, "Because the Lord has need of 

it.'' 
" And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks 
36 over the colt they set Jesus on it. And as he went, they kept 
37 spreading their cloaks upon the road. And when he was 

drawing near, being by now at the descent of the Mount of 
Olives, the whole company of the disciples began to rejoice 
and to praise God with a loud voice for all the miracles that 

38 they had seen, \ saying, "Blessed is he who ,comes as king, 
in the name of the Lordi Peace in heaven, and glory in the 
highest I" 

ciples (and all Christians) will be rewarded in proportion to their 
use of God's gifts. See Mt 25, 29 n. 

19, 27: This characteristic vengeance of an oriental king is an 
allegorical explanation of the condemnation that will be meted out 
on judAffient day at the second coming of Christ to the incredulous 
, ewish leaden who rejected Jesus. The relationship between the 
oregoiog parable and the parable of the talents (Mt 25, 18·30), 

even though the basic framework is identical in both, is open to these 
opinions: they may both be independent; Lk may have adapted Mt's 
parable; Lk may have adapted this parable from the source material 
that Mt used for his parable (on the talents). 

19, 29-38: See par Mt 21 1-11. 
19, 29: Be1hph4Rd ..• olivel: see Mt 21, 1 n. 
19, 30·38: See Mt 21, 2-9 n. 
19, 31-32: See Mt 21, 2·3 n. 
19, 34: The Lord: see Mt 21, 3 n. 
19, 38: BleIIed is he who comes di king, in lhe n1m1e of 1he Lord: 

Lk inserted ··as king," but for the rest of the phrase see Ps 117, 26 n. 
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'9 "And some of the Pharisees from the crowds said to him, 
40 "Master, rebuke thy disciples." I He said to them, "I tell 

you that if these keep silence, the stones will cry out." 
41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 
42 saying, I "If thou hadst known, in this thy day, even thou, 

the things that are for thy peace! But now they are hidden 
4~ from thy eyes. For days will come upon thee when thy 

enemies will throw up a rampart about thee, and surround 
44 thee and shut thee in on every side, / and will dash thee to 

the ground and thy children within thee, and will not leave 
in thee one stone upon another, because thou hast not known 
the time of thy visitation." 

4' Cleansing of the Temple And he entered the temple, and 
began to cast out those who were selling and buying in it, I 

46 saying to them, "It is written, 'My house is a house of 
prayer,' but you have made it a den of thieves." 

47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief 
priests and the Scribes and the leading men of the people 

48 sought to destroy him; but they found nothing that they 
could do to him, for all the people hung upon his words. 

20 
1 The Authority of /esus And it came to pass on one of the 

days, as he was teaching the people in the temple and preach
ing the gospel, that the chief priests and Sgibes together with 

"Peace in heaveTI, and xlory in the highest/": this is an echo from Mt 
2, 14. The meaning may be that God prepared peace in heaven with 
the intent of lavishing it on men. 

19, 40: This hyperbole may derive from Heb 2, 11. 
19, 42: The meaning is: if only you [Jerusalem] also (as the 

disciples in vv. 37-39) had known the message of peace that God 
intended for you through the Messia_ 

19, 4 3-44: Many Christian scholars hold that Jesus predicted 
the fall of Jerusalem and its temple, even though the final writing 
of his prediction may have been touched up after the fall in 70 A.O. 
The ""touching up" may possibly include Lk"s interpretation (or that 
of the early Christians) that the fall of Jerusalem was a punishment 
of Jewish incredulity ("because thou hast not known the time of 
thy visitation"). 

19, 4~-48: The evangelist abbreviates the par narratives of Mk 
(see Mk 11, 1~-19 n; compare also par Mt 21, 12-17). 

19, 45: Temple .•. sellinx and buying: see Mk 11, 15 n. 
19, 46: Den of lhieves: an echo of Jer 7, 11. 
20, 1-R: See par Mt 21, 23-27. Lk"s account differs from the parallel 

accounts of Mt and Mk insofar as it has this event happen not on 
the day of the clronsing of the temple, but "on one of the days, as he 



292 ST. LUKE 20 

2 the elders came up I and spoke to him, saying, "Tell us, by 
what authority dost thou do these things? Or who is it that 

3 gave thee this authority?" But he answered and said to 
4 them, "I also will ask you one question. Answer me: I was 
' the baptism of John from heaven, or from men?" But they 

began to argue among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From 
heaven,' he will say, 'Why then did you not believe him?' 

6 But if we say, 'From men,' all the people will stone us: 
7 for they are convinced that John was a prophet." And they 
8 answered that they did not know whence it was. Then Jesus 

said to them, "Neither do I tell you by what authority I do 
these things." 

SI PtJrable of the Vine-Dressers But he began to speak to 
the people this parable: "A man planted a vineyard, and let 

10 it out to vine-dressers, and went abroad for a long time. And 
at the proper time he sent a servant to the vine-dressers, that 
they might give him part of the fruit of the vineyard; but 

11 they beat him and sent him away empty-handed. And he 
sent yet a second servant; but him also they beat, an<l 

12 treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. And 
he sent yet a third; but him also they wounded and 

13 cast out. But the owner of the vineyard said, 'What 
shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps when they 
see him, they will respect him.' 

14 "But the vine-dressers, on seeing him, argued with one 
another, saying, 'This is the heir; let us kill him, that the 

1' inheritance may become ours.' So they cast him out of the 
vineyard and killed him. What therefore will the owner of 

16 the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those 
vine-dressers, and will give the vineyard to others.'' 

Upon hearing this, they said to him, "By no means." 
17 But he looked on them and said, "What then is this that is 

written, 'The stone which the builders rejected, has become 
the corner stone'? 

was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel" ( v. 1). 
This probably means that in Lk's view the priests and scribes challenge 
the authority of Jesus as regards his whole ministry in teaching and 
preaching in the temple, and not exclusively as regards the cleansing 
of the temple as narrated in Mt and Mk. 

20, 2: By whaJ authority: see Mt 21, 23 n. 
20, 4: See Mt 21, 25 n. 
20, 9-19: See par Mt 21, 33-46. 
20, 9: Parable: really an allegory. See Mt 21, 33 n for the cast. 
20, 14: See Mk 12, 7 n. 
20, 1 7: See Acts 4, 11 n. 
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11 "Everyone who falls upon that stone will be broken to 
pieces; but upon whomever it falls, it will grind him to 
powder." 

19 And the chief priests and the Scribes sought to lay hands 
on him that very hour, but they feared the people; for they 
knew that he had aimed this parable at them. 

20 Tribute to Caesar So watching their opportunity, they sent 
forth spies, who should pretend to be just men, that they 
might trap him in his talk and deliver him up to the ruling 

21 power and to the authority of the procurator. And they 
asked him, saying, "Master, we know that thou speakest and 
teachest rightly, and showest no favor to any, but teachest 

22 the way of God in truth. Is it lawful for us to give tribute to 
B Caesar, or not?" But knowing their craftiness, he said to 
24 them, "Why do you test me? I Show me a denarius. Whose 

image and inscription does it bear?" Answering they said, 
n "Caesar's." And he said to them, "Render, therefore, to 

Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things 
26 that are God's." And they could not take hold of what he 

said before the people; and marvelling at his answer, they 
kept silence. 

27 The Sadducees and the Resurrection Now there came to 
him certain of the Sadducees, who say that there is no 

28 resurrection, and they questioned him, I saying, "Master, 
Moses has written for us: 'If a man's brother die, having a 
wife, and he be childless, his brother shall take the widow 

29 and raise up issue to his brother.' Now there were seven 
3D brothers. And the first took a wife and died childless. I And 
31 the next took her and he also died childless. Then the third 

took her; and in like manner all seven, and they died with-
32-B out leaving children. Last of all the woman also died. At the 

resurrection, therefore, of which of them will she be wife? 
For the seven had her as wife.'' 

20~ 20-26: Por par see Mt 22, 15·22 n. Mt and Mk speak of 
Pharisee• and . Herodians who question Jesus, but Lk speaks of spies 
sent by the chief priests and scribes. 

20, 20: Deliver him ... procura/or: Lk in contrast with Mt and 
Mk, says explicitly why the trap was set for Jesus. 

20, 21-25: See Mt 22 20-21 n 
20. 27-'lO: See par Mi 22, 23-33. 
20, 27·33: See Mt 22, 25-28 n. 
20, 28: See the levirate marriage in Dt 25, 5·10. 
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34 And Jesus said to them, "The children of this world 
3' marry and are given in marriage. But those who shall be 

accounted worthy of that world and of the resurrection 
36 from the dead, neither marry nor take wives. For neither 

shall they be able to die any more, for they are equal to 
the angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resur-

37 rection. But that the dead rise, even Moses showed in 
the passage about the Bush, when he calls the Lord the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 

38 Jacob. Now he is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living, for all live to him." 

39 And certain of the Scribes answered and said, "Master, 
4o thou hast said well.'' And they did not dare to question 

him any further. 

41 The Son of David But he said to them, "How do they say 
42 that the Christ is the Son of David? I For David himself 

says in the Book of Psalms, 'The Lord said to my Lord: 
43 Sit at my right hand, till I make thy enemies thy footstool.' 
44 David therefore calls him 'Lord'; how then, is he his son?" 

4' Hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees And in the 
46 hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, "Beware of 

the Scribes, who like to walk about in long robes, and love 
greetings in the market place, and front seats in the syna-

47 gogues and first places at suppers; I who devour the houses of 

21 

the widows, making pretense of long prayers. These shall re
ceive a heavier sentence." 

1 The Widow's Mite But looking up he saw the rich who 
2 were putting their gifts into the treasury. And he saw also 

a certain poor widow putting in two mites. And he said, 

20, 34-36: The evangelist's phrasing of Christ's answer is different 
from Mk's. 

20, 37-38: See Mt 22, 31-32 n. 
20, 41-44: See par Mt 22, 41-46. 
20, 41: See Mt 22, 46 n. 
20, 42: David himulf 1ay1 in the Book of P1alms: see Mt 22, 44 n. 
20, 44: See Mt 22, 45 n. 
20, 45-47: See par Mt 23, 6-7. 
21, 1-4: See par Mk 12, 41-44. Lk resumes here his theme of the 

self-sufficient rulers ver;us the outcasts. 
21, 1: Treasury: see Mk 12, 41 n. 
21, 2: Two miles: see Mk 12, 42 n. 
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3 "Truly I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than 
4 all. For all these out of their abundance have put in as 

gifts to God; but she out of her want has put in all that 
she had to live on." 

' Destruction of f erusalem and End of the World And 
as some were saying of the temple that it was adorned with 

" beautiful stones and offerings, he said, "As for these things 
that you behold, the days will come in which there will not 
be left one stone upon another that will not be thrown 

7 down." And they asked him, saying, "Master, when ·are 
these things to happen, and what will be the sign when 
these things will begin to come to pass?" 

B · And he said, "Take care not to be led astray. For many 
will come in my name, saying, 'I am he,' and, 'The time 

9 is at hand.' Do not, therefore, go after them. But when you 
hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; these 
things must first come to pass, but the end will not be at 

to once.'' Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against 
11 nation, and kingdom against kingdom; I and there will be 

great earthquakes in various places, and pestilences and 
famines, and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 

12 "But before all these things they will arrest you and 
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and 
prisons, dragging you before kings and governors for 

13 my name's sake. It shall lead to your bearing witness. 
14 Resolve therefore in your hearts not to meditate before
ll hand how you are to make your defense~ For I myself will 

give you utterance and wisdom, which all your adversaries 
16 will not be able to resist or gainsay. But you will be 

delivered up by your parents and brothers and relatives and 
17 friends; and some of you they will put to death. I And 
16 you will be hated by all for my name's sake; yet not a hair 
19 of your head shall perish. By your patience you will win 

your souls. 

!O DestruC'tion of f erusalem "And when you see Jerusalem 
being surrounded by an army, then know that her desolation 

!I is at hand. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 

21, 4: Sht ... pu1 in all ... lo Jivs on: see Mk 12, 44 n. 
21, ~-.%: For par see Mt 24-25 n. 
21, 7: See Mt 24, 3 n. 
21, 9: See Mt 24, 6-7 n. 
21, 12-18: See Mt 10, 17-22 n. 
21, 13: It will lead you to testify to your faith, 
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mountains; and let those who are in her midst go out, and 
22 let those who are in the country not enter her. For these 

are days of vengeance, that all things that are written may 
23 be ful.filled. But woe to those who are with child, or have 

infants at the breast in those days! For there will be great 
24 distress over the land, and wrath upon this people. And 

they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led 
away as captives to all the nations. And Jerusalem will be 
trodden down by the Gentiles, until the times of the nations 
be fol.filled. 

2' The Signs of the Last Day "And there will be signs in 
the sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth distress 
of nations bewildered by the roaring of sea and waves; 

26 I men fainting for fear and for expectation of the things 
that are coming on the world; for the powers of heaven will 

21 be shaken. And then they will see the. Son of Man coming 
28 upon a cloud with great power and majesty. But when 

these things begin to come to pass, look up, and lift up 
your heads, because your redemption is at hand." 

29 /erusalem's Impending Destruction And he spoke to them 
30 a parable. "Behold the Jig tree, and all the trees. When they 

now put forth their buds, you know that summer is near. 
31 Even so, when you see these things coming to pass, know that 
32 the kingdom of God is near. Amen I say to you, this 

generation will not pass away till all things have been 
33 accomplished. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. 

34 The Need of Watchfulness "But take heed to yourselves, 
lest your hearts be overburdened with self-indulgence and 

21, 24: And /et'usalem .•• until the times of the nation be 
fulfilled: the period signified here extends from 70 A.D. till the end 
of the world. It equates the "forty.two months" (see Ap 11, 1·2 n). 

21, 25·28: For par see Mt 24, 29·31 n. 
21, 26: Men will faint with fear in anticipation of the things 

that are to happen on earth. Powers: stars and planets. 
21, 27: They: men. For par see Mk 13, 26 n. 
21, 28: Look up: stand up. 
21, 29·33: For par see Mt 24, 32·35 n. 
21, 30: When they now put forth their buds: when they are 

budding. In Palestine the fig tree is one of the first to bud forth. 
21, 33: See Mt 24, 35 n. 
21, 34-36: These verses (especially if v. 36 is compared with 

Mt 24, 42), refer more probably to the end of the world. 
21, 34-35: That day ... as a snare: catastrophe will overtake you 

as unexpectedly as a trap ensnares an unwary bird. 
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drunkenness and the cares of this life, and that day come 
" upon you suddenly I as a snare. For come it will upon all 
36 who dwell on the face of all the earth. Watch, then, praying 

at all times, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all 
these things that are to be, and to stand before the Son 
of Man." 

H Now in the daytime he was teaching in the temple; 
but as for the nights, he would go out and pass them on the 

38 mountain called Olivet. And all the people came to him 
early in the morning in the temple, to hear him. 

22 

II. THE PASSION, DEATH AND 

RESURRECT.ION 

I. THE LAST SUPPER 

1 The Council and the Betrayal Now the Feast of the 
Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was draw-

2 ing near; and the chief priests and the Scribes were seeking 
how they might put him to death, for they feared the people. 

3 But Satan entered into Judas, surnamed Iscariot, one 
4 of the Twelve. And he went away and discussed with the 

chief priests and the captains, how he might betray him to 
) them. And they were glad, and agreed tQ give him money. 
6 He accordingly promised, and sought out an opportunity 

to betray him without a disturbance. 

21, 3A: Notice the contrast between the attitude of the people and 
the plotting of the priests and scribes (22, 2). 

22, 1-2: See par Mt 26, 1-5. 
22, l: The paschal lambs were slaughtered on the afternoon of 

the fourteenth of Nisan, but they were eaten during the Passover 
fenst that began on the evening of the fourteenth of Nisan, but since 
sunst"t mnrked the beginning of a new day according to Jewish 
reckoning, it was the fifteenth of Nisan (March-April). In New 
Testament times the two feasts of Passover and Unleavened Bread 
(or Matzoth) were so closely associated that one was named to 
dcsi1<nate the other as in this text. See Ex 11, 1-13, 16 n. 

22, 3·6: See par Mt 26, 14-16. 
22, 3: Salafl: in Browning's The L011 Leader, Judas is called "one 

mo.re devil's triumph." See 4, 13 n. Scholars speculate on this pos-
11hdity: it was not only avarice which motivated Judas to betray our 
Lord, but also disappointment and despair because he doubted that 
Jesus would ever become a political Messia. 



298 ST. LUKE 22 

7 Preparation Now the day of the Unleavened Bread came, 
e on which the passover had to be sacrificed. And he senl 

Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare for us the passover 
9 that we may eat it." But they said, "Where dost thou 

10 want us to prepare it?" And he said to them, "Behold, 
on your entering the city, there will meet you a man carry
ing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house into 

11 which he goes. And you shall say to the master of the 
house, 'The Master says to thee, "Where is the guest 
chamber, that I may eat the passover there with my dis-

12 ciples?"' And he will show you a large upper room furnished; 
13 there make ready." And they went, and found just as he 

had told them; and they prepared the passover. 

14 The Holy Eucharist And when the hour had come, he 
1) reclined at table, and the twelve apostles with him. I AnJ 

22, 7-13: See par Mt 26, 17-19. 
22, 7: See 22, 1 n. The first three Gospels place the Last Supper 

on Thursday night (Mt 26, 17; Mk 14, 12). Consequently, the 
solemnity of the Passover on Friday would be broken by the trial 
before the Sanhedrin, Christ's death, and burial. However, scholars 
agree that the prescriptions of the Passover made allowances for 
such events. See Jn 18, 28 non this controversy. 

22, 10-12: According to many moderns, the evangelist does not 
mean here that Jesus used his supernatural knowledge, but that he had 
previously made arrangements with the houseowner. It was customary 
for pilgrims to ask a Jerusalem houseowner for the loan of a room 
to celebrate the passover meal. 

22, 12: Upper room: see Acts 1, 13 n. The Greek word is trans
lated in the Vg (Latin Bible) as "(oenaculum" ("dining room"). 
whence comes our English word "cenacle." 

22, 13: They prepared the passover: by roasting the paschal lamb 
and obtaining the wine, bitter herbs, and unleavened bread. 

22, 14: Redined: the Hellenistic custom of reclining, instead of 
sitting, was not peculiar to the paschal meal but was often used for 
any festive meal. 

22, 15-18: These verses describe actions that precede the words of 
institution of the Eucharist (vv. 19-20). Vv. 15-18 (correspondin,11 
with Mt 26, 29 and Mk 14, 25) contain the eschatological announce
ment of Jesus, i.e.: this is the last passover meal he will celebrate 
with his apostles until they meet him in the new kingdom of heaven, 
depicted as a banquet (Mt 8, 11 ). Since at the beginning of the 
Jewish passover meal there was a blessing for the feast (for the 
lamb) and another for the wine pronounced over the first cup, it is 
preferable to follow Lk's account which places this eschatological 
announcement before the institution of the Eucharist rather than 
after the institution of the Eucharist, as Mt 26, 29 and Mk 14, 25 do. 
Jesus will no longer eat the "passover" (in Greek, "pas(ha," the 
lamb); he will no longer drink this wine ( v. 18). A less probable 
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he said to them, "I have greatly desired to eat this passover 
16 with you before I suffer; I for I say to you that I will eat of 

it no more, until it has been fulfilled in the kingdom of 
11 God." And having taken a cup, he gave thanks and said, 
1e "Take this and share it among you; I for I say to you that 

I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom 
of God cornea." 

., And having taken bread, he gave thanks and broke, and 
gave it to them, saying, "1bis is my body, which is being 

opinion claims that Lk 22, 16 and 18 refer to the establishment of the 
kingdom after the resurrection when Jesus will eat with the apostles, 
e.g., at Emmaus (Lk 24, 30). 

22, 16: The meanin,11 is the same as explained in 22, 18 n. 
22, lR: Pruit of the 11ine: wine. A symbol of eternal life. Jesus 

does not mean that he will drink the Eucharistic wine in heaven. He 
means that it is the last passover meal until he will enjoy eternal 
life with them in the kin,11dom of heaven. 

22, 19·20: For par see Mt 26, 26·29 n. Many textual critics have 
unsuccessfully tried to show that part of v. 19, be,11inning with the 
words "which is being given," and the entire v. 20 do not beloD,11 
to the original text 

22, 19: This is my body: see Mt 26, 26 n. Which iI beinf!. f!,i11en: 
generally, biblicists today do not agree with the grammatical argu
ment which considers the use of this Greek present participle by 
Jesus as en indication that his sacrifice is taking place at the Last 
Supper. Had Jesus-so it is argumented-meant to indicate that his 
sacrifice would take place in the future, the next day, he would have 
used the future participle. The argument is fragile because the 
future participle has hardly ever been used in the New Testament 
Greek, whereas the present participle is often 11sed to refer to a 
future imminent action. In addition, modern biblicists show that the 
Last Supper was in its entirety a prophecy-in-action. When Jesus 
hroke the bread and took the cup of wine he symbolized his sacrificial 
death on the cross. Hence, it was not the broken bread nor the cup of 
wine in themselves that symbolized the sacrificial death of Jesus, but 
the meaning he attached to these actions. Do this in remembrance of 
me: just as the }CM repeated the passover to commemorate God's 
liberation of their forefathers from Egypt, so the apostles were to com
memorate our Lord's liberation of man from sin. When the Jews at 
the time of Christ celebrated the passover, they did not only think of 
God's saving act of the past, but of God acting again to save them 
in a very real, though new way. It is in this real sense that Christ 
says, "do this in remembrance of me." In contrast with the Lucan
Pauline tradition (see 1 Cor 11, 24), Mt and Mk omit the command 
of Jesus, "do this in remembrance of me." This omission may be 
explained thus: in the churches, from which Mt's and Mk's litur
gical accounts came, this command was most probably not verbally 
repeated but was simply obeved. Even if it were true, as some scholars 
maintain, that this command originated with the early Christians and 
not with Christ, the command would still express an understanding in 
conformity with the mind of Christ 



300 ST. LUKE 22 

20 given for- you; do this in remembrance of me." In m 
manner he took also the cup after the supper, saying, "Th. 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which shall be she 
for you. 

21 The Betrayer "But behold, the hand of him who betra) 
22 me is with me on the table. For the Son of Man indeed got 

his way, as it has been determined; yet woe to that man b 
23 whom he will be betrayed." And they began to inquir 

among themselves which of them it might be that was abou 
to do this. 

24 Contention among the Apostles Now there arose also : 
dispute among them, which of them was reputed to be th1 

2s greatest. But he said to them, "The kings of the Gentile: 
lord it over them, and they who exercise authority over therr 

26 are called Benefactors. I But not so with you. On the con· 
trary, let him who is greatest among you become as the 

27 youngest, and him who is the chief as the servant. Fo1 
which is the greater, he who reclines at table, or he whc 
serves? Is it not he who reclines? But I am in your midst as 

22, 20: Thir cup ir the new c011enant: the parallels in Mt and Mk 
read: "Tbis is my blood of the new covenant."" Lk mentions the cup 
in place of its contents, the blood of Christ, to represent the new 
alliance. Regarding "the new covenant,'" see Mt 26, 28 n and Jer 31, 
33 n. For yo11: in contrast with the parallel phrase in Mt and Mk 
"for many," the phrase "for you·· seems directed to an audience anJ 
thus reveals its liturgical origin. 

22, 21-23: For par see Mt 26, 20-25 n. Mt and Mk place the 
account of the betrayer before the institution of the Holy Eucharist, 
whereas Lk places it after. 

22, 24-27: The important members of Christian society (e.g., 
the apostles) must follow Christ's example of service as shown 
throughout his ministry on earth ( v. 27b). Compare Mk 10, 42-4 S. 
They will thereby use their in.Buence in a different way than the 
earthly kings use theirs. According to another opinion, perhaps equally 
probable, vv. 24-27 refer to a dispute about places at table during the 
Last Supper. V. 27, according to this opinion, would be a clear allusion 
to the washing of the apostles" feet by Jesus (Jn 13, 2-17). If the 
latter opinion is true, the position of vv. 24-27 in this section is 
better accounted for. 

22, 24: Almost the same verse opens a different dispute in 9, 46. 
22, 25: Lord it over them: a clearer translation may be: "lord it 

over their peoples."' Benefactor1: the kings who oppress their peoples 
like to be called "benefactors."" (The Greek word was popular in 
the Hellenistic world of the evan_gelist's day.) 

22, 26: Y 01111ge11: they were the least important and served the 
older members. 
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2e he who serves. But you are they who have continued with 
29 me in my trials. And I appoint to you a kingdom, even as 
50 my Father has appointed to me, that you may eat and 

drink at my table in my kingdom; and you shall sit upoa 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel" 

'1 Peters Denials Predktetl And the Lord said, "Simon, Si· 
mon, behold, Satan has desired to have you, that he may sift 

52 you as wheat. But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith may 
not fail; and do thou, whea once thou has turned again, 

H strengthen thy brethren." But he said to him, "Lord, with 
54 thee I am ready to go both to prison and to death!" But he 

said, "I tell thee, Peter, a cock will not crow this day, uatil 
thou hast denied three times that thou knowest me." 

'' And he said to them, I "Wbea I sent you forth without 
56 purse or wallet or sandals, did you lack anything?" And 

they said, "Nothing." Then he said to them, "But now, let 
him who has a purse take it, and likewise a wallet; and let 

57 him who has no sword sell his tunic and buy one. For I 
say to you that this which is writtea must yet be ful.6lled in 
me, 'And he was reckoned among the wicked.' 

22, 28-30: As a reward for their loyalty to him durill,I! his public 
ministry, Jesus will Rive them an important part in his heavenly kin/!· 
dom, portrayed as a banquet according to popular imagery (Lk 14, 15 ). 

22, 30: fudging the twe/111 tribes: for the different opinions, see 
Mt 19, 28 n. 

22, 31-34: For par see Mt 26, 30-35 n. 
22, 31: Sift you as wheal: Satan will violendy shake Peter's faith 

in Jesus. Satan will carry his war against Jesus through an attack 
on his apostles. See 4, 13 n. 

22, 32: The fail use of the apostles' faith in Christ and the failure 
of Peter in his denial of Christ is explained by some as a momen
tary loss of faith in Christ as the Messia, and by others as only an 
apparent loss. Nevertheless, Jesus does not address Peter as if Peter 
were more in danger than the other apostles. Our Lord thinks of the 
future. Peter will encourage the other apostles once he will have 
ttturned to a solid faith in Christ after Pentecost 

22, H: See Mk 14, 30 n. Thi! day: since it is close to midnight 
as Jesus speaks, the day has begun with the preceding sunset, according 
to Jewi•h reckoning. 

22, 35-38: The passage is difficult to understand, for it seems to 
be composed of separate sayinp that Lk assembled here. 

22, 35·37: The peaceful times of no worries are over (v. 35 
ttfers to 4, 3). Now that the times of hate and inhospitality are 
here, the apostles will (symbolically) need a sword ( v. 36). Why? 
Because they will henceforth share in the lot of Jesus who must now 
fulfill the prophecy about the suffering servant. It is the only time that 
Jesus proclaims himself the suJfering servant by citing Is 53, 12 (v. 
37). See Mt 20, 17-19 n. 
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38 "For that which concerns me is at its end." I And they said, 
"Lord, behold, here are two swords." And he said to them, 
"Enough." 

II. THE PASSION AND DEATH OF JESUS 

39 The Agony in the GtJrden And he came out and went, ~c
cording to his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the dis-

40 ciples also followed him. But when he was at the place, he 
said to them, "Pray, that you may not enter into temptation." 

41 And he himself withdrew from them about a stone"s throw, 
42 and kneeling down, he began to pray, I saying, ""Father, if 

thou art willing, remove this cup from me; yet not my will 
43 but thine be done." And there appeared to him an angel 

from heaven to strengthen him. And falling into an agony he 
prayed the more earnestly. 

44 And his sweat became as drops of blood running down 
4~ upon the ground. And rising from prayer he came to the 
46 disciples, and found them sleeping for sorrow. And he said 

to them, "Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, that you may 
not enter into temptation." 

47 Jesus Arrested And while he was yet speaking, behold, a 
crowd came; and he who was called Judas, one of the 
Twelve, was going before them, and he drew near to Jesus 

22, 38: The apostles misunderstood Jesus by interpreting his words 
(in v. 36) literally. He ends his discourse because the misunder
standing is ··enough." 

22, 40-46: See par Mt 26, 36-46. 
22, 42: Compare, '"Our wills are ours, to make them thine,'' from 

In Memoriam by Tennyson. Fa1her: see Mt 26, 39b n. 
22, 43-44: Although these two verses are missing in some important 

Greek manuscripts, textual critics judge that they belong to the original 
text. See Mt 26, 37-39 n. 

22, 43: A,,gel ... to strerJgthen: it remains unclear why God sent 
an angel and in what this strengthening consisted (see Mt 1, 20 n). 

22. 44: Medical science has verified with certitude that this rare 
occurrence, called haemathidrosis, happens due to intense physical 
weakness and mental anguish. Two results of this phenomenon are: 
a profound drop in physical resistance, and a heightened skin 
sensitivity throughout the whole body. (These results furnished 
part of the explanation why Christ died so soon. Mk 15, 44.) Most 
modern commentators do not believe that Christ's sweat was miraculous. 

22, 45: The evangelist omits the two other incidents of Christ's 
return to the apostles. which Mt and :Mk relate. Luke also om.its 
Christ's reprimand of Peter (Mk 14, 37). 

22, 47-53: See par Mt 26, 47-56. 
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48 to kiss him. But Jesus said to him, "Judas, dost thou betray 
the Son of Man with a kiss?" 

49 But when they who were about him saw what would fol
low, they said to him, "Lord, shall we strike with the sword?" 

'o And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and 
'1 cut off his right ear. But Jesus answered and said, "Bear 

with them thus far." And he touched his ear and healed him. 
'2 But Jesus said to the chief priests and captains of the temple 

and elders, who had come against him, "'As against a robber 
H have you come out, with swords and clubs. When I was 

daily with you in the temple, you did not stretch forth your 
hands against me. But this is your hour, and the power of 
darkness.'' 

'4 Peter's Denial Now having seized him, they led him away 
to the high priest's house; but Peter was following at a dis

" lance. And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the 
courtyard, and were seated together, Peter was in their midst. 

'6 But a certain maidservant saw him sitting at the blaze, and 
after gazing upon him she said, "This man too was with him." 

'7 But he denied him, saying, "Woman, I do not know him." I 
'e And after a little while someone else saw him and said, 

"Thou, too, art one of them." But Peter said, "Man, I am 
'9 not." I And about an hour later another insisted, saying, 

"Surely this man, too, was with him, for he also is a Gali-
60 lean." But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what thou sayest." 

And at that moment, while he was yet speaking, a cock 
61 crowed. And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter. And 

Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, "Be
fore a cock crows, thou wilt deny me three times.'' And Pe
ter went out and wept bitterly. 

63 f esus before the Sanhedrin And the men who had him 
64 m custody began to mock him and beat him. And they 

22, 49: Bui when •.. would follow: a clearer translation may be: 
"But when the companions of Jesus realized what was to happen." 

22, 51: Bear with them: with those who came to arrest him. The 
Greek phrase lends itself to various translations. 

22, H: Chief priests: see 4, 13 n. 
22, 56-62: Por par on the discrepancies see Mic 14, 66-72 n. 
22., 61: The Lor~ turned and looked upon Peter: a detail, peculiar 

to Lk s account, indicates that Jesus and Peter were in the same court
yard. Before a cork . . . three limn: a reference to the prediction 
related in v. 34. for discrepancies see Mk 14, 30 n. 

22, 63-65: See par Mt 26, 67-68. Lk's account of the mockery of 
Jesus by the "men who had him in custody" (v. 63) Seem5 
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blindfolded him, and kept striking his face and asking him 
6~ saying, "Prophesy, who is it that struck thee?" And man} 

other things they kept saying against him, reviling him. 
66 And as soon as day broke, the elders of the people and th( 

chief priests and Scribes gathered together; and they led him 
away into their Sanhedrin, saying, "If thou art the Christ, 

67 tell us." And he said to them, "If I tell you, you will not 
68 believe me; I and if I question you, you will not answer me, 
69 or let me go. But henceforth, the Son of Man will be seated 

at the right hand of the power of God." 
70 And they all said, "Art thou, then, the Son of God?" He 
71 answered, "You yourselves say that I am." I And they said. 

23 

"What further need have we of witness? For we have heard 
it ourselves from his own mouth_" 

1 Jesus before Pilate And the whole assemblage rose, and 
2 took him before Pilate. And they began to accuse him, say

ing, "We have found this man perverting our nation, and 
forbidding the payment of taxes to Caesar, and saying that 

historically more likely than what the other evangelists narrate. Mt 
places the mockery scene at the session before the Sanhedrin. According 
to Mk ( 14, 65) the offenders were the temple police and some who 
were at the meeting of the Sanhedrin. 

22, 66-71: For par on the chronological sequence of events see Mt 
26, 5 7-68 n. Lk seems more correct in placing the Sanhedrin trial 
in the morning as against Mt and Mk who place it at night. Differently 
from the narrations of the first two evangelists, the accounts of Lk 
and Jn hardly resemble a court trial. There are no witnesses who 
testify, there is no final dramatic declaration of blasphemy, and no 
sentence. These two accounts, in contrast with those of Mt and Mk. 
resemble more a preliminary hearing for the trial before Pilate. The 
description of the Sanhedrin trial in all four accounts is best 
described as hasty. 

22, 68: Or lei me go: not in the Greek. 
22, 69: See Mt 26, 64 n. Lk omits Mt"s and Mk's "you shall see" 

and their reference to Daniel (""coming upon [or with] the clouds of 
heaven"). 

22, 70: Son of God: the best opinion is: this title does not mean 
the divine Son of God, but the title is in apposition to the Messia of 
v. 66. See Mt 26, 63-64 n. 

22, 71: See Mt 26, 65 n. 
23. I: Pi/ale: see Mk 15, 1 n. 
23, 2-5: For par see Mt 27, 11-26 n. 
2 3. 2: The first two accusations are minor; the third, concerning the 

Messia-King, is major. (See Jn 19, 12 n.) For an accusation of a pruely 
religious nature see ""Son of God"' (Jn 19, 7 n), 
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' he is Christ a king." I So Pilate asked him, saying. "Art 
thou the king of the Jews?" And he answered him and said, 

4 "Thou sayest it." And Pilate said to the chief priests and to 
the crowds, "I find no guilt in this man.'' 

' But they persisted, saying, "He is stirring up the people, 
teaching throughout all Judea, and beginning from Galilee 

6 even to this place.'' But Pilate, hearing Galilee, asked whether 
7 the man was a Galilean. And learning that he belonged to 

Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him back to Herod, who like
wise was in Jerusalem in those days. 

B Jesus before Herod Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was 
exceedingly glad; for he had been a long time desirous to see 
him, because he had heard so much about him, and he was 

9 hoping to see some miracle done by him. Now he put many 
questions to him, but he made him no answer. 

10 Now the chief priests and Scribes were standing by, ve
il hemently accusing him. But Herod, with his soldiery, treated 

him with contempt and mocked him, arraying him in a 
12 bright robe, and sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and 

Pilate became friends that very day; whereas previously they 
had been at enmity with each other. 

13 Jesus a~ain before Pilate And Pilate called together the 
14 chief pnests and the rulers and the people, I and said to 

them. "You have brought before me this man, as one who 
perverts the people; and behold, I upon examining him in 
your presence have found no guilt in this man as touching 

1' those things of which you accuse him. Neither has Herod; 
for I sent you back to him, and behold, nothing deserving of 

23, 3: Tho11 JtJys!I ii: see Mt 27, 11 n. 
. 2 3, ~: This accusation seems to equate the "perverting our nation" 
In v. 2. 

23, 8: See 9, 9 n. 
2.l, 8-12: Even the most radical fonn critics uphold the historical 

occurrence of this event. 
23, 11: Because of this scene Lk does not narrate the scourgin11 

and <rowmng as do the other three Gospels. A minority group 
believes that the flagellation, mentioned in the other three Gospels, 
historically took place here. However, see Mk 15, 15 n. 

23, 12: The only biblical allusion which indicates the mutual 
hostility between Pilate and Herod Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee is in 
Lk I l, I. Pilate's troops may have executed some of Herod's subjects 
m the temple. 

23, 13-25: For par see Mt 27, 11-26 n. 
2\ 14: Perverts the people: see 23, 5 n. 
23, 15: I um you bad. 10 him: the more correct Greek reads: 

"He sent him back to us." 
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16 death has been committed by him. I will therefore chastise 
him and release him." 

11 Now at festival time it was necessary for him to release 
IB to them one prisoner. But the whole mob cried out together, 

saying, "Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas!" 
19 - I one who had been thrown into prison for a certain riot 
20 that had occurred in the city, and for murder. But Pilate 
'1 spoke to them again, wishing to release Jesus. But they kept 

22 shouting, saying, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" And he said 
to them a third time, "Why, what evil has this man done? 
I find no crime deserving of death in him. I will therefore 
chastise him and release him." 

23 But they persisted with loud cries, demanding that he 
24 should be crucified; and their cries prevailed. And Pilate pro

nounced sentence that what they asked for should be done. 
21 So he released to them him who for murder and riot had 

been put in prison, for whom they were asking; but Jesus he 
delivered to their will. 

26 The Way of the Cross And as they led him away, they 
laid hold of a certain Simon of Cyrene, coming from the 
country, and upon him they laid the cross to bear it after 

23, 17: See Jn 18, 39 n on this custom. 
23, 19: Sec Mt 27, 16 n. 
23, 22: A 1hird lime: Pilate declares the innocence of Jesus three 

times. See vv. 4 and 13-16. 
23, 25: Jesus he deli1•ered lo 1heir will: see Jn 19, 16 n. 
23: 26-34: See par Mt 27, 32·38. 
B. 26: Simon: he may have been a Gentile or a Jew who came 

to Jerusalem from his country place or farm to celebrate the passover. 
Nothin/! indicates that he was a follower of Jesus, nor in sympathy 
w11h horn. Cyrene: capital city of Cyrenaica on the northern coast of 
Africa. From the fourth century to the time of Christ and after, there 
were many Greek-speaking Jews in Cyrene. Lucius of Cyrene is 
rnentooneJ in Acts 13, I and so are the Cyrenians, in Acts 2, JO and 
h, 9. 7-,, hear ii afler Jesus: only found in Lk. Because it was the 
Roman custom to have the condemned person carry not the entire 
cross, hut the crossbeam or horizontal bar ("patibulum"), many 
believe that this is what Jesus was carrying and Simon was carrying 
it "behind" Jesus (see 23, 33 n). The procession, which was a 
Roman method of terrifying potential criminals, was headed by the 
soldiers, then Jesus was preceded by someone who carried a piece of 
wood rnvered with white gypsum on which the crime was written in 
hlack letters. Lastly came Simon carrying the crossbeam. It is disputed 
whether the uossbcam was tied on the two outstretrhed arms 
(anordini-: to Roman custom) or carried on one shoulder. Jn 21, 18£ 
is an argument in favor of the former. 
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27 Jesus. Now there was following him a great crowd of the 
people, and of women, who were bewailing and lamenting 

28 him. But Jesus turning to them said, "Daughters of Jeru
salem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and 

29 for your children. For behold, days are coming in which men 
will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never 

30 bore, and breasts that never nursed.' Then they will begin to 
say to the moWltains, 'Fall upon us,' and to the hills, 'Cover 

31 us!" For if in the case of green wood they do these things, 
32 what is to happen in the case of the dry?" Now there were 

also two other malefactors led to execution with him. 

33 The Crucifixion And when they came to the place called 
the Skull, they crucified him there, and the robbers, one on 

34 his right hand and the other on his left. I And Jesus said, 

23, 27: Specialists agree that there is no biblical evidence of the 
Veronica incident on the way to Calvary. The Veronica account is the 
result of a legend--older than the Gospel writings-according to 
which one of the women, called Veronica, wiped Christ's face with 
her veil, on which the image of his face remained imprinted. The 
specialists also agree that the Veronica veil (see table "Relics of the 
Passion," p. 405) is not authentic, nor is there any historical proof 
that Veronica ever existed. See Mt 9, 20 n for a partial explanation. 

23, 28-30: Scholars of esteem either admit that they do not 
know what Christ alludes to, or they say that he refers to the sorrows 
to be experienced in consequence of being rejected. Some see an 
allusion to the destruction of Jerusalem, but this opinion is not well 
supported. 

23, 29-30: Those "days" will be so horrible that people will 
regret to have borne children whom they will not be able to nurse 
( v. 29). They will ask to be buried by the mountains, as the 
Samaritans did when threatened by the .Assyrians, according to the 
quotation from Os 10, 8 (v. 30). 

23, 31: There were several contemporaneous Jewish parallels to 
this proverb. Authors agree that it forebodes some great futurr 
misfortune. They also agree that the green wood represents Jesus and 
the dry wood most probably represents the Jewish people, but beyond 
this there are many conjectural meanings, one of which is: If I have to 
suffer so much, imagine how much the guilty will have to suffer. 

23, 33: Skull: for the meaning and site see Mk 15, 22 n. They 
rrucified him there: since Jesus carried the crossbeam (see 23, 26 n). 
it would mean that it was joined to the vertical beam at the place of 
execution. The placing of the title above the head of Jesus suggests 
that the cross was shaped according to the Roman (Latin) style ( +) 
and not according to the tau cross (T). 

23, 34: The first of the "seven last words of Christ." Some im
portant Greek manuscripts omit this saying. Yet many critics retain 
1t since they believe it was omitted, among other reasons, because of 
this difficulty: how could Christ say that the "rulers" did not know 
what they were doing when they carefully plotted his execution? 
They must have been aware of their deed of executing a Messia and 
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"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing." Now in dividing his garments, they cast lots. 

3l And the people stood looking on; and the rulers with them 
kept sneering at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save 

36 himself, if he is the Christ, the chosen one of God." And the 
soldiers also mocked him, coming to him and offering him 

37 common wine, I and saying, "If thou art the King of the 
Jews, save thyself!" 

's And there was also an inscription written over him in 
Greek and Latin and Hebrew letters, "This is the King of 
the Jews." 

39 Now one of those robbers who were hanged was abusing 
him, saying, "If thou art the Christ, save thyself and us!" 

4o But the other in answer rebuked him and said, "Dost not 
even thou fear God, seeing that thou art under the same 

41 sentence? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving what 
our deeds deserved; but this man has done nothing wrong." 

42 And he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when thou comest 
43 into thy kingdom." And Jesus said to him, "Amen I say to 

thee, this day thou shalt be with me in paradise." 

44 The Death of fesus It was now about the sixth hour, and 
there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 

4l And the sun was darkened, and the curtain of the temple was 

to such a degree of guilt that Christ interceded for them. But it is 
inadmissible lo say that they knowingly committed deicide. See Acts 
3, I 5 n. Dividinx his garments: see Jn 19, 23-24 n. They ca.JI Jou: 
sec Mk 15, 24 n. ' 

23, 35-37: See par Mt 27, 39-44. 
2\, \5: The Chri.rt, the cho.ren one of God: a more accurate Greek 

reading is: "the Messia (or anointed) of God, the chosen one." 
23, 36: Common wine: see Mt 27, 48 n. 
23, 38: See Jn 19, 19-22 and annotations. 
23, 40: The "good" thief is called Dismas in the apocryphal gos

pels. The general sense of the "good" thief's reprimand is that his 
partner ought to have at least the fear of God since he is also about 
tu die, for he is under the same death sentence as Je.us. 

23, ·l2: If we may judge according to the typical Jewish ideas of 
the day, the thief believed that God would resurrect the human 
Mcssia who would establish a kingdom more political than spiritual. 

23, 43: This day ... with me ... in paradise: the best solu
tion to the enigmatic se<:ond word of the seven last words of Christ 
a~parenlly_ is that. the thief will be in paradise by beinx with Jesus 
( to be with me 1n paradise"). The paradise begins "this ciay" in the 
.Gcnse that heaven is effectively opened this day with Christ's death. 

23, 44-49: See par Mt 27, 45-56. 
21, ·14: Six1h hour: noon. Dark11eJJ: see Mt 27 45 n. The who/1 

land: Jerusalem. Ninth hvur: about 3:00 P.M. ' 
23, 45: Curtain of the temple: see Mt 27, 51 n. 
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46 torn in the middle. And Jesus cried out with a loud voice and 
said, "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit." And 
having said this, he expired. 

47 Now when the centurion saw what had happened, hf 
48 glorified God, saying, "Truly this was a just man." I And 

all the crowd that collected for the sight, when they behelJ 
what things had happened, began to return beating their 

49 breasts. But all his acquaintances, and the women who haJ 
followed him from Galilee, were standing at a distance look
ing on. 

'o The Burial And behold, there was a man named Joseph, a 
H councillor, a good and just man- I he had not been party 

to their plan of action---0f Arimathea, a town of Judea, 
'2 who was himself looking for the kingdom of God. He went to 
H Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. And he took him 

down, and wrapped him in a linen cloth, and laid him in a 
'4 rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever yet been laid. And it 
" was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was drawing on. And 

the women who had come with him from Galilee, followed 
'6 after, and beheld the tomb, and how his body was laiJ. 

24 

And they went back and prepared spices and ointments. 
And on the Sabbath they rested, in accordance with the 
co=andment. 

Ill. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

1 The Women at the Grave But on the first day of the 
week at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices 

2 that they had prepared, I and they found the stone rolleJ 

23, 46: The last of the seven last words is peculiar to Luke. (Com
pare T. Dubois' Oratorio, "The Seven Last Words," sung in Latin.) 
Lk interprets the afflicted man, who (see Ps 30, 6) commends him
self to God's care, as our Lord who voluntarily offers his human life 
to God the Father. 

23, 47: See Mk 15, 39 n. 
23, 50-56: See par Mt 27, 57-61. 
23, 50: A cou11cillor: a member of the Sanhedrin. 
23, 51: Arimathea, a town of Judea: the exact site is unknown, 

but the majority opinion places it northwest of Jerusalem and close 
to the border of Samaria. All four Gospels mention Arimathea once, 
but only in the context of the burial. 

23, 54: Preparation Day . . . Sabb.uh: see Mk 15, 42 n. 
24, 1-11: See par Mt 28, 1-10. 
24, 1: Spices: see Mk 16, l n. 
24, 2: The angel rolled the stone away according to Mt 28, 2. 



ST. LUKE 24 311 

3 back from the tomb. But on entering, they did not find the 
4 body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, while they 

were wondering what to make of this, that, behold, two men 
, stood hy them in dazzling raiment. And when the women 

were struck with fear and bowed their faces to the ground, 
they said to them, ''Why do you seek the living one among 

6 the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he 
7 spoke to you while he was yet in Galilee, I saying that the 

Sun of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, 
and be crucified, and on the third day rise." 

B.9 And they remembered his words. And having returned 
from the tomb, they reported all these things to the Eleven, 

10 and to all the rest. Now, it was Mary Magdalene and Jo
anna and Mary, the mother of James, and the other women 
who were with them, who were telling these things to the 

11 apostles. But this tale seemed to them to be nonsense, and 
they did not believe the women. 

12 But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, 
he saw the linen cloths laid there; and he went away won
dering to himself at what had come to pass. 

ll Emmaus And behold, two of them were going that very 

24, 4: The women saw "two men" standing; in Mk 16, 5 it 
rcaJs: the women saw "a young man sitting"; Jn 20, 11 has Mary 
Ma,i:<lalene see "two angels." These are only some of the inconsis
:encies about the narrative of the grave and of Christ's appearances. 
Conservatives try to harmonize all discrepancies by explaining that 
!he women visited the tomb in different groups at different hours and, 
therefore, reported different words and scenes. The opinion of many 
modern Catholics, on the contrary, ascribes these differences to 
Jrally transmitted traditions and thereby underscore the validity of the 
eyewitnesses' reports from which !hey ultimately derive, 

24, 6: He is not here, but ha.r rise11: some Greek manuscripts 
omit this sentence. 

24, 7: The prophecy is referred to as having guaranteed its ful
fillrnent. The So11 of Man m11II be bet1·ayed into the ha11ds of sinful 
""'": see the prophecy in 9, 44: "the Son of Man is to be betrayed 
i11lo the hands of men." And be crucified, and on the third day rise: 
SC'<' the prophecy in 9, 22: "and be put to death, and on the third 
day rist' again." 

24, 10: In Mk the women do not say anything to anyone, but see 
Mk 16, A n. 

24, 12: See par Jn 20, 3·10. 
24. 1.l: T,,.,, of them: two disciples, not two of the twelve apostles. 

~·ixt_y Iladia: the modern Qubeibeh ("Emmaus") is about seven miles 
("sixty stadia") northwest of Jerusalem. A less probable opinion 
follows some Greek manuscripts which read "one hundred and sixty 
11adia." This would refer to a place about twenty miles west of Jeru
salem. Acrnrdin,i: to this readin.it. Emmaus would be modern Amwas. 
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14 day to a village named Emmaus, which is sixty stadia fro 
Jerusalem. And they were talking to each other about a 

1' these things that had happened. And it came to pass, whi 
they were conversing and arguing together, that Jesus hi.11 

16 self also drew near and went along with them; I but the 
11 eyes were held, that they should not recognize him. And t 

said to them, "What words are these that you are exchangiri 
as you walk and are sad?" 

1s But one of them, named Oeophas, answered and said I 
him, "Art thou the only stranger in Jerusalem who does nc 
know the things that have happened there in these days? 

19 And he said to them, "What things?" 
And they said to him, "Concerning Jesus of Nazarett 

who was a prophet, mighty in work and word before Go. 
20 and all the people; I and how our chief priests and ruler 

delivered him up to be sentenced to death, and crucified him 
21 But we were hoping that it was he who should redeem Is 

rael Yes, and besides all this, today is the third day sino 
22 these things came to pass. And moreover, certain women o 

our company, who were at the tomb before it was light 
23 astounded us, I and not finding his body, they came, sayini 

that they had also seen a vision of angels, who said that ht 
24 is alive. So some of our company went to the tomb, anc 

found it even as the women had said, but him they did nol 
see." 

2, But he said to them, "O foolish ones and slow of hear\ 
26 to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Did nol 

the Christ have to suffer these things before entering intc 
21 his glory?" And beginning then with Moses and with all tht 

Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures tht 
things referring to himself. 

2s And they drew near to the village to which they were 1!.0-
29 ing, and he acted as though he were going on. And theJ 

24, 16: This may be an allusion ID a privilege granted to a glori
fied body to prevent itself from being recognized. 

24, 18: There are many scholarly speculations on the identity ol 
the disciple who accompanied Cleophas. 

24, 21: Because of his death the disciples did not rank Christ es
sentially higher than any Old Testament prophet. He was not, accord
ing to them, the human temporal Messia. The third day: since a part 
of a day counted for a day, according to Jewish reckoning, the "third 
day" corresponded to our Easter Sunday. Perhaps behind this remark 
there loomed the Jewish notion of the times that the "soul" left the 
body after the third day, and since decomposition began on the fourth 
day there was no more hope of a return to life. 

24, 22-24: See vv. 1-12. 
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urged him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is getting towards 
evening, and the day is now far spent." And he went in with 

~o them. And it came to pass when he reclined at table with 
them, that he took the bread and blessed and broke and be-

31 gan handing it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they 
32 recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. And they 

said to each other, "Was not our heart burning within us 
while he was speaking on the road and explaining to us the 
Scriptures?" 

H And rising up that very hour, they returned to Jerusalem, 
where they found the Eleven gathered together and those who 

34 were with them, I saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and 
ll has appeared to Simon." And they themselves began to re

late what had happened on the journey, and how they recog
nized him in the breaking of the bread. 

36 Jesus Appears to the Eleven Now while they were talking 
of these things, Jesus stood in their midst, and said to them, 

37 "Peace to you! It is I, do not be afraid." But they were 
startled and panic-stricken, and thought that they saw a spirit. 

38 And he said to them, "Why are you disturbed, and why 
39 do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and feet, that 

it is I myself. Feel me and see; for a spirit does not have 
40 flesh and bones, as you see I have." And having said this, 
~I he showed them his hands and his feet. But as they still dis

believed and marvelled for joy, he said, "Have you anything 

24, 30: It is disputed whether this verse in cahjunction with the 
expression "the breaking of the bread"' (v. 35) means that Jesus 
celebrated the Eucharist or a Jewish meal. Those who claim a Euchar
i>tic celebration face this most serious objection: how could the two 
disciples recognize Jesus by his breaking of the bread since they had 
not been with him at the Last Supper I Those who hold for the rele
hration of a Jewish repast argue: as each person had his own way of 
""breaking bread'' at table, the disciples may have "recognized"" Christ's 
manner of hreaking bread at ordinary Jewish meals. 

24, 33: Thal very hour: the biblical writers use "hour" as west
erners use "minutes." 

24, 34: Ha1 risen: in Greek, "has been risen," by God. Appeared 
lo S11no11: Paul ( 1 Cor 1', 5) confirms the tradition of the Lord's 
appearance to Peter. 

24, 35: The breakinfi of bread: see 24, 30 n. Some scholars hold 
that Lk's historical narrative conveys this theological meanin,'l: the 
Old Testament testifies to a resurrected Jesus, but the Eucharist gives 
the resurrected Jesus to believers. 

24, 36: A11d Jaid lo 1hem, "Peace lo you!: textual critics retain 
lhcse worJs, although some manuscripts omit them. II i1 I, do nol bt1 
afr<11d: not in the Greek text. 

24, 39-40: See Jn 20, 25 n on the nailing of Christ to the cross. 
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42 here to eat?" And they offered him a piece of broiled fisl 
43 and a honeycomb. And when he had eaten in their presenct 

he took what remained and gave it to them. 

44 The Last Instructions of Jesus And he said to them 
"These are the words whieh I spoke to you while I was ye 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled that are writter 
in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms con 

45 cerning me." Then he opened their minds, that they mighl 
46 understand the Scriptures. And he said to them, "Thus it ii 

written; and thus the Christ should suffer, and should rist 
47 again from the dead on the third day; I and that repentance 

and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all 
48 the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. And you yourselves 
49 are witnesses of these things. And I send forth upon you the 

promise of my Father. But wait here in the city, until you 
are clothed with power from on high." 

24, 42-43: A"'J a honeycomb ••. wwe ii lo them: delete and 
read: ""which he took and ate in their presence." 

24, 44-53: There is ao chronological link intended between vv. 
36-43 and 44-53. 

24, 44: I spoke lo you: one of several references is in 18, 31-33. 
Law of Moses: the first five books of the Old Testament. 
The ProphelI: Jos; Jgs; 1, 2 Sm; 3, 4 Kgs; Is. The Psalms: the last 
books of the Old Testament. After the evangelist's time, the Old 
Testament was divided into the Law, Prophets, and Writings. 

24, 45-47: The repeated assertions made in the Passion narratives 
that the Old Testament prophesied what was to befall the Messia wrre 
not understood Wltil after the events that occurred in Christ's life. 
The Old Testament Messianic texts in themselves were ambiguous. 

24, 46: Rise again: see Mk 8, 31 n. 
24, 46-47: This summary on the meaning of the Old Testament 

and of Jesus the Messia forms the nucleus of Gospel preaching 
(kerygma). 

24, 47-49: This section is Lk's equivalent to the command of 
Christ contained in Mt 28, 19f. 

24, 48: Of these things: of Christ's suffering, death and 
resurrectioa. 

24, 49: Thefromise of my Father: the Holy Spirit. See Acts 1, 4. 
Wail ... unli you are clo1hed wilh power: see Acts 1, 8. In 1h11 
city: Lk records that the risen Christ appeared only in Judea, but the 
three other evangelists mention his appearances in Galilee. All the ac
counts in the Gospels of Christ's appearances put together are diffi
cult to reconcile with the five listed in 1 Cor 15, 5-7. The Passion 
narrative was a continuous unit because the Christians had to explain 
the ignoble death of Jesus. To recoWlt disconnected scenes of the 
arrest, the flagellation, and all else, would not have been convincing. 
On the other hand, there was no need for such a continuous narra
tive on the appearances of the risen Christ from the tomb to the as· 
cension_ Just different testimonies concerning his appearances suf!iceJ. 
From on hixh: a circumlocutioa for "from God." 
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IV. THE ASCENSION OF JESUS 

~o The Asrension Now he led them out towards Bethany, and 
" he lifted up his hands and blessed them. And it came to pass 

as he blessed them, that he parted from them and was car
'2 ried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned 
H to Jerusalem with great joy. And they were continually in the 

temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

24, '0-53: The evangelist apparently has the resurrection and the 
ascension occur on Easter Sunday because all the events narrated in 
ch. 24 seem to be happening on the same day. The women find the 
empty tomb on ""the first day of the week"' (v. 1); the two disciples 
go lo Emmaus "on that very day"' ( v. 13), and returned "that very 
hour'" ( v. 33); Jesus appears to the eleven an<l their group "now 
while they were talking"' (v. 36); he delivers his last instructions (v. 
44); and finally ascends into heaven ( v. '1). Some Catholic scholars 
explain that Lk grouped these events as he found them, without in
tending a strict twenty-four hour chronology. Others say: by the time 
Lk wrote Acts 1, 3, he had learned that there was an interval of 
forty days between the resurrection and the ascension of Jesus. Vv. 
'O·H describe an ""historical"' ascension as contrasted with a "theo
lo1:irnl"' ascension. For this distinction see Acts 1, 9· 11 n. 

24, 'O: Be1hany: this village is situated on the eastern slope of 
Mount Olivet. See Acts I, 12. 

24, 'I : The footprint shown to pilgrims in the small mosque on 
Mount Olivet is not authentic, but dates from the Mohammedan era. 
And waJ carried up i1//o heaven: textual critics dispute whether these 
words come from the original text. If they do, Lk does not necessarily 
mean that heaven is above the earth, but he uses the words as a con
venient expression to convey the idea that Christ was leaving our 
corrupted world to enter into a divine world. 

24, H: Worihipped him, and: textual critics dispute whether these 
words have come from the original text. If they have, "worshipped" 
only means: paid homage. 

24, 53: Amen: not in the Greek texL 



THE 

HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST 

ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

INTRODUCTION 

Approximately from 170 A.D. on, tradition has ruled in favor of 
John the brother of James and son of Zebedee as the author of 
the fourth Gospel. This identification of the person of the evange
list is corroborated by a reading of the Gospel itself. The author"s 
signature is apparent therein, although he keeps silent about his 
name, mentioning himself only as the disciple "whom Jesus loved" 
( 13, 23). Two more times he mentions himself in this way ( 19, 26; 
20, 2) but then he almost breaks his silence when he says (21, 20), 
'"the disciple whom Jesus loved, the one who, at the supper, had 
leaned back upon his breast .... " (Other examples will be 
singled out in the annotations.) Among non-Catholics there are 
only a few who hold that John wrote the fourth Gospel. 

From the time of Irenaeus in the late second century, Ephesus 
(in present-day western Turkey) has been indicated as the place 
where John wrote his Gospel. The date of writing is commonly con
ceded to have been the late nineties of the first century A.D., even 
by schoTars who previously supported a second century date. 

The place and date of the writing cannot be pinpointed because 
the Gospel was written in different places and at different times. 
See 4, 1-7, 24 n concerning the question of the arrangement of 
these chapters by John"s disciples. See also 21, 1-25 n concerning 
the writing of this chapter by disciples of John. 

The fourth Gospel was written after the synoptic (the first three) 
Gospels and, therefore, this question was inevitable: Does it depend 
on the synoptics for information? What prompts this query is 
not so much the later date of John"s writing as his omission of 
certain synoptic material (e.g., the baptism of Jesus). In contrast 
to the omissions is the greater precision he shows in other mat
ters. One of the most far-reaching precisions is John"s descrip
tion of the ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem in comparison with 
the synoptics· accounts, which concern themselves almost ex
clusively with Christ"s ministry in Galilee. If we had only the 
synoptics we would most likely believe that Jesus spent almost all 
the time of his ministry around Galilee and came to Jerusalem only 
for his passion and death. Through John"s greater precision we also 
perceive that the ministry of Jesus did not last one year, as the 
synoptics seem to imply, but at least two years. 

The problem of John"s dependence on the synoptics is called by 
scholars the Johannine Question. A thorough comparison between 
John"s Gospel and the synoptics made the scholars in general con
clude: although the fourth evangelist knew the facts as given by 
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the •ynoptics, he did not depend on them. One of the main reasons 
for this conclusion is the strongly personal manner in which John 
treats topics and events which are also narrated in the synoptic 
Gospels (e.g., the cleansing of the temple). Since John knew the 
facts (that the synoptics also narrated) through some other channel, 
he is rightly regarded by scholars, mostly Catholic, as an inde
pendent source of knowledge about Jesus and the early Church, and 
not as a supplement to the synoptics. However, in spite of the 
historical reliability of the synoptics and of John's Gospel, there is no 
way of synchronizing the events and discourses recounted in these 
two traditions. 

Before entering into discussion on the historical value of the 
fourth Gospel, a most absorbing preliminary study must be made 
uf the Gospel's literary and cultural milieu. The pertinent question 
may be phrased this way: From what writings and from what culture 
did John draw the raw ideas to weave them into this inspired 
masterpiece? The judgment of scholars does not settle on any specific 
milieu but on a whole complex of settings. It is more exact to say 
that John's literary and cultural background was Palestinian. This 
background comprises such variety of currents as the Old Testament, 
tl1e various types of Hellenism, and heterodox Judaic sects. Two 
specific minor currents of this Palestinian background are of the 
greatest relevance: ideas embodied in the Dead Sea Scrolls, a 
h<~1uest made by the Qumranites, and ideas found in the recently 
disrnvered Coptic manuscripts, a bequest made by some Gnostics. 

There is widespread agreement among experts of all denominations 
who are working on the Dead Sea Scrolls to the effect that John (plus 
the other New Testament writers) and the Qumranites absorbed their 
ideas from a common, though multi-faceted, Palestinian background. 
We mention John in particular, because he resembles the Qumranites 
more than any other New Testament writer. The similarities of ideas 
and expressions (e.g., light vs. darkness) found" in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, and in the New Testament, do not signify that ideas and 
expressions in the New Testament were borrowed from orally trans
mitted or written Qumran traditions. Neither John nor Jesus were 
familiar with the Dead Sea Scrolls in their oral or written forms. 
At least there is not enough evidence to establish even as much as 
a probable dependence. Moreover, it cannot be shown that John 
developed ideas taken from Qumran, nor is it exact to say that the 
Nrw Testament writers and the Qumranites independently borrowed 
phroses and ideas from the Old Testament and developed them 
independently. The geographical area of Palestine and the time span 
(the third to the first century, B.C.) are too restrictive for such 
independent currents. The most fitting explanation, upon minute 
examination of the New Testament, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and all the 
other contemporary extrabiblical writings, is that the similarities 
found in the New Testament and the Dead Sea Scrolls derive from 
a common dimate of religious thought in Palestine. To return to the 
light-and-darkness antithesis: this is not an idea from the Old 
Testament that has become subjected to an independent treaunent in the 
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New Testament and in the Dead Sea Scrolls. The idea comes from 
the broader background of Palestinian culture in which the antithesii 
has been used and known by other religious groups as well. 

The foregoing presentation allows the conclusion that Christ'l 
teachings are original. In spite of the similarity of expressiom 
there is nothing that mar.; such unique truths as the divinity of 
Christ, the doctrine of the Trinity, the real Presence in the Eucharist, 
the resurrection and the ascension of Christ. 

The other specific minor, but pertinent Palestinian current that 
belongs to the background of John's Gospel is a brand of Gnosticism. 
Many scholars have, until very recently, thought that the similarities 
of words and ideas found in John's and in some Gnostic writings 
indicated the borrowing of Gnostic material by John. Forty 
Gnostic treatises were discovered (about 1947) near the village of 
Chenoboskion in the district of Nag Hammadi in Egypt. These 
treatises, written in the Coptic language in the third or fourth century 
A.D., were translated from Greek manuscripts which themselves 
must have been written between the years 100 and 150 A.D. Even 
though we are only at the initial stage of reading and translating the 
Coptic treatises, there is already abundant proof that the Gnostics 
borrowed from John to parody Christian teaching, and not that John 
borrowed from them. 

The overall view of the Palestinian background invites a discussion 
on the historical value of John's Gospel. Everything that was said 
about the reliability of the synoptic Gospels as historical documents 
applies to John's Gospel also. (See Introduction to the Gospels.) 
John's way of writing history is less factual than that of the 
.6r.;t three evangelists. John does not present the facts for the 
sake of facts. He writes more subtly, more theologically; he uses 
history as a basis, but a solid, necessary basis, for his theologirnl 
teaching. See 2, 3-5 n. In the multiplication of the loaves and 
fishes, e.g., John teaches through this miracle (history) the symbolism 
of the living bread of the Holy Eucharist (theology). In his portrayal 
of Christ's personality, John depicts the historical Christ through 
symbolism (the Spouse, 3, 29; the Good Shepherd, 10, 11; the 
true vine, 15, Ilf), but it is symbolism, not allegory devoid of 
history. It is a symbolism rooted in historical facts and meant to 
express the sense of history. Hence, it would be unfair to John's 
intention to deny the historical nature of the facts (e.g., the 
multiplication of loaves), only because of the symbolic meaning 
he imparts to them (the proclamation of the Holy Eucharist). It 
would show a lack of appreciation if we thought Christ less 
historical because John highlights the spiritual dimension of Christ 
as the spouse of the Church. Some of the major doctrines offered 
by John in the wrappings of symbolism but securely established on 
the foundations of history are: the incarnation; faith; redemption; 
the Church. 

The plan which John follows is difficult to discern. Is his plan 
geographical, chronological, logical, dramatic, thematic, or liturgical? 
All theories advanced have each in turn clarified different aspects 
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concerning the Gospel, and so faz no agreement has been reached 
among scholars. 

As to the general purpose of John's Gospel there is no dispute. He 
himself proclaims the purpose in 20, 31. It is the same as that of 
the synoptics, namely: to deepen the faith of the Christians in Christ 
as the divine Messia. What is disputed, and still remains an open 
question, is the specific purpose of the Gospel. Some see in it a 
polemic against the unbelieving Jews or several heretical sects. 

John's Greek style does not stand up favorably in comparison 
with the other writings of the New Testament authors. Not only is 
his vocabulary far more limited than that of the synoptics, his 
expressions are also limited in variety. His brief but heavy sentences 
characterize his style as does his peculiar spiral motion that consists 
in repetitions with a refrain to a previous point to which he makes 
some addition. This enlarging circular movement occurs frequently. 
See 8, 38-44. All in all, his is the simplest Greek, but it is in this 
very simplicity of John's Gospel that some experlli appreciate an 
unrivaled ma1esty. 

Some principal characteristics of the Gospel of John are: statements 
of misunderstanding (see 3, 4 n); discourses by Jesus ending with 
John's reflections (see 3, 13 n); statements with a twofold literal 
meaning (see 4, 13-14 n); and statements of irony (see 7, 35 n). 

Main divisions of the Gospel according to St. John are: 
I. Prologue, 1, 1-18 
2. The Public Ministry of Jesus, 1, 19-12, 50 
3. The Last Supper, 13-17 
4. The Passion, Death, and Resurrection, 18-21 



PROLOGUE 

1 
1 The Word in Himself In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God; and the Word was God. 
2.~ He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 

through him, and without him was made nothing that has 
4 been made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
s And the light shines in the darkness; and the darkness 

grasped it not. 

1, 1-18: The prologue sings of the Word (Lo!!.OI, in Greek) who 
existed before the creation of the world, during creation, and who 
is operating actively among creatures. The movement of the prologue 
is often described as cyclical: it begins with heaven (vv. 1-2), de
scends to earth (vv. 12-13), and returns to heaven (v. 18). Recent 
studies show that some parts of the prologue came from a hymn of 
the Incarnate Word. One main argument for this theory is the un
derlying Semitic (not Greek) poetic rhythm; another point is that 
vv. 6-8 and 15 interrupt the logical and rhythmic unity. It seems 
better to consider these verses as later additions to the central hymn. 
Ephesus and Palestine have been suggested as the origin of this hymn. 

1, 1: Jn does not begin his account of Jesus the Word (Lo!!.OJ) 
with our Lord"s appearance on earth, but with his dwelling in heaven 
with the Father ("'in the beginning") before the creation of the world. 

1, 3-4: T ha/ has been made. In him was life: many textual 
critics prefer the reading: '"that which has been made was life in 
him.'" The phrase "that which has been made" does not refer to 
creation ("'without him was made nothing," v. 3) but to men, so 
that the sense is: the people who were created found life in him. 

1, 3: The Lo!!.OS was the mediator through whom everything out
side of God was created. The evangelist does not say in what man
ner the Logos operated as the mediator. Without him was made 
nothing: also found in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

1, 4: The life in the Logos is the life he gave to men when he 
became incarnated. The life of the Lo!!.OS is eternal life according to 
5. 26. The life that the Word was giving to men (v. 9) is here 
described as "the light of men."' Otherwise stated, the Word was 
to give eternal life from God to men under the aspect of /if!.ht. 
These are two of the most characteristic words of Jn"s Gospel. Life 
and light are importaRt in the account of creation in Genesis. Th<' 
fact that Jn uses these two words, which were found in religious and 
philosophical Hellenistic writings of his day, shows that he did not 
think his readers would misunderstand him. 

1, 5: According to some modern interpreters, "the light shines 
in the darkness" refers to the light of the Word before the incarna
tion. The present tense (the light shines) is used from the viewpoint 
of the evangelist. One explanation of this difficult v. 5 is: the 
"light" stands for the Incarnate Word; the "darkness"" stands for 
men. The darkness f!.rasped it not: the sense is not: men ("darkness"') 
did not attain Christ through reasoa, but: men did not attain Christ 
through faith. 
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6 The Word's Mission There was a man, one sent from 
7 God, whose name was John. This man came as a witness, 

to bear witness concerning the light, that all might believe 
e through him. He was not himself the light, but was to bear 
9 witness to the light. It was the true light that enlightens 

10 every man who comes into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, and the world knew 

11 him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him 
12 not. But to as many as received him he gave the power of 

becoming sons of God; to those who believe in his name: 
13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh. 

nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 The Word Incarnate And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us. And we saw his glory-glory as of the 
only-begotten of the Father-full of grace and of truth. 

1, 6: John: John the Baptist. 
1, 7: W i1,,eIJ: this is one of the most frequent ideas in Jn's 

Gospel. Testimony to the claims of Jesus is given by the Baptist, 
the Samaritan woman, the miracles of Jesus, the Old Testament, the 
crowds, the Holy Spirit, and God the Father. The /ifihl: the Word 
Incarnate, Christ. • 

1, 9-11 : Some experts see in these verses a reference to the Incar
nate Word, Jesus. A less common view interprets vv. 9-10 as the Word 
coming into the world through creatioo and through the Siaa.i 
Covenant (v. 11 ). 

1, 12: Not all men rejected Christ 
l, 14: The Word: Jn alone uses, but does not explain, Lofio! 

(in the prologue; in 1 Jn 1, 1; and in Ap 19, 13}. There is no satis
factory explanation for the origin of John's use of LofioS for the Son 
of God. Some experts point to the Tarxumim, Aramaic paraphrases 
of the Old Testament written about 1 ~O A.O. They incorporate 
tradi lions that reach back as far as the second century B.C. 
They speak of "memra," meaning word, a circumlocution for the 
name of God. "Memra'' meant God, not a personalization of God 
as God's Loxos. Another theory of the source of John's idea of the 
Loxos is the Old Testament theology of God's Word. The essence 
of Lod's "word" is found principally in the personification of wis
dom in the Wisdom Books (Wis 18, 15). Many propose a kindred 
theory. They see the origin of Jn's Loxos in the speculation on Wis
dom in the Old Testament Wisdom Books (Wisdom, Proverbs 
Siroch). Wisdom is with God before creation (Prv 8, 22-26); and 
it partKipates in creation (Wis 7, 21). According to this theory. Jn 
in his prologue and St. Paul in some of his letters depend on this 
Old Testament wisdom for the doctrine of Christ's pre-existence, and 
especially for the doctrine of Christ as mediator in creation 
(Col 1, 16). But Jn, instead of speaking of the Old Testament 
"Wisdom," prefers "Word" because the evangelist sees the connec
tion between this "Wisdom" and the way Genesis describes God 
creating by a mere word. Besides, it would not do for Jn to use 
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15 John bore witness concerning him, and cried, "This was hi 
of whom I said, 'He who is to come after me has been sel 

16 above me, because he was before me.' " And of his fullness 
17 we have all received, grace for grace. For the Law was 

given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
18 Christ. I No one has at any time seen God. The only-begotten 

Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has revealed him. 

I. THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF JESUS 

1 

19 The Witness of /ohn the Baptist And this is the witness 
of John, when the Jews sent to him from Jerusalem priests 

20 and Levites to ask him, "Who art thou?" And he acknowledg
ed and did not deny; and he acknowledged, "I am not 

"Wisdom" for Jesus because in Greek and in the Semitic languages 
the word wisdom is of the feminine gender. Therefore, Lo!(OJ, 
masculine, was preferable. Other scholars reject this theory because 
it does not explain well enough why Jn chose the designation 
LogoJ. They favor tracing" the roots of Jn's Lo!(OJ idea to the 
speculation of contemporary Hellenists on an intermediary being 
between God and man. The scholars exclude Heraclitus, the Stoics, 
and Philo. This Hellenistic speculation urged Jn to attribute the title 
LogoJ to Christ. Dwelt amon!( UJ.' literally, "he pitched his tent 
among us." God's glorious presence among the Chosen People in 
the tent during the wandering in the desert (Ex 40, 34) is replaced 
by the presence of Jesus. Full of vace and truth: this phrase modi
fies "glory" and corresponds to God's definition of himself as "kind
ness and fidelity." See Ex 34, 5-8 n. Truth: Jn frequently and char
acteristically uses this word to signify the revelation which Jesus 
brought and revealed in himself. 

1, 15: A duplicate of v. 30. 
1, 16: Grace for grace: this may mean an abundant Bow of 

grace after grace, or, that the grace of the new covenant replaces 
the grace of the old covenant. 

1, 17: Jesus is the new Moses. Grace and truth: see 1, 14 n. 
1, 18: Moses never saw God (Ex 33, 18-23); in contrast, the 

new Moses reveals God to men. 
1, 19--2, 11: A common modern opinion holds that Jn distributes 

the events and dialogues of this section into a seven-day period to 
symbolize a new creation. 

1, 19: The Jew1: a characteristic word used six times in this 
Gospel to signify the religious Jewish leaders who oppose Jesus. 
The use of this title by Jn and other Christian writers at and after 
the end of the first century underscores the opposition between the 
Christians and the Jews. 

1, 20: To make a negative and positive statement is a Semitic 
means of emphasis. 
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21 the Christ." And they asked him, "What then? Art thou 
Elias~" And he said, "I am not." "Art thou the Prophet?'' 
And he answered, "No." 

22 They therefore said to him, "Who art thou? that we 
may give an answer to those who sent us. What hast thou 

2; to say of thyself?" He said, "I am the voice of one crying 
in the desert, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as said 
haias the prophet." 

21 And they who had been sent were from among the 
21 Pharisees. And they asked him, and said to him, "Why, 

then, dost thou baptize, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, 
26 nor the Prophet?" John said to them in answer, "I baptize 

with water; but in the midst of you there has stood one 
21 whom you do not know. He it is who is to come after 

me, who has been set above me, the strap of whose sandal 
I am not worthy to loose." 

28 These things took place at Bethany, beyond the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and he 
said, "Behold, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

;o uf the world! This is he of whom I said, 'After me 
there comes one who has been set above me, because 

;1 he was before me.' I And I did not know him. But that 
he may be known to Israel, for this reason have I come 
baptizing with water." 

32 And John bore witness, saying, "I beheld the spirit 

1, 21: ElrrlI: see Mt 11, 14 n. The Praphe1: commentators gener· 
oily see here an allusion to the prophet promised by Moses to the 
people. Sec Dt 18, 15·20 n. 

1, 23: See Mt 3, 3 n. 
l, 25: The ChriJI: this does not mean Jesus but "the Messia" 

who was expected. 
1, 26: There ha1 Jlaad one: it is better to translate "there is one." 
l, 27: II" ho ha1 been Jel above me: omit. 
l, 28: Betha11y, beyond lhe Jordan: Not to be confused with 

llcthany near Jerusalem. 
l, 29: The lamb of Gad: according to an explanation frequently 

given, 1his figure is a synthesis of lhe Passover lamb which symbo
lized <lelivtrance from sin, and lhe suffering servant (Is ch. 53) who 
atoned for lhe sins of others. Therefore, Jesus is the lamb who frees 
the world from sin but in an atoning manner. 

I, 30: Becauu he WaJ before me: because he exiJ1ed before me 
in heaven. 

l, 32-.\4: See par Mt 3, 13-17 n. Sometime, somehow, God re
vealed lo the Baptist that the one upon whom the Holy Spirit will 
descend is lhe Mcssia. 

I, 32: II is nol clear whether Jn saw the dove in reality or in a 
vision. (See Mt 3, 16-17 n.) 
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descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon hi~ 
33 I And I did not know him. But he who sent me .to bapti: 

with water said to me, 'He upon whom thou wilt see ti 
Spirit descending, and abiding upon him, he it is wh 

34 baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I have seen and ha' 
borne witness that this is the Son of God.'' 

3~ The First Disciples Again the next day John was standin 
36 there, and two of his disciples. And looking upon Jesus a 
37 he walked by, he said, "Behold the lamb of God!" And th 

two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 
38 But Jesus turned round, and seeing them followin, 

him, said to them, "What is it you seek?" They said t1 
him, "Rabbi (which interpreted means Master), wher 

39 dwellest thou?" I He said to them, "Come and see." The· 
came and saw where he was staying; and they stayed will 
him that day. It was about the tenth hour. 

40 Now Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one o 
41 the two who had heard John and had followed him. Ht 

found first his brother Simon and said to him, "We havt 
42 found the Messias (which interpreted is Christ).'' And ht 

1, 33: Who baptize! with the Holy Spirit: better translated, "whc 
will baptize with the Holy Spirit." An allusion to Pentecost (as ir 
Acts 2, 4; Acts 11, 15-16 and repeatedly thereafter) when Jesui 
will send the Holy Spirit. A vague idea of baptism of the spirit i! 
found in "the new spirit" of Ez 36, 26 and in the Dead Sea Scwlls. 

1, 34: The Son of God: some textual critics prefer the readin.i;:, 
"The Chosen One of God." For the theological meaning of Christ'! 
baptism see Mt 3, 17 n. 

1, 35: The next day John WIJ! Jtandin!{ there: apparently it was the 
day following the Baptist's testimony of Jesus and in the same area 
(see vv. 29-34). Two of hi! diuiple1: v. 40 names one disciple, 
Andrew. Since the evangelist conceals his identity throughout the 
Gospel, he is the other disciple, Judging from vv. 3 5-40, it is ex· 
pressly stated that these two disciples left the Baptist to become 
disciples of Jesus. 

1, 37: The two disciples understand the Baptist's words as au 
invitation to follow Jesus. The Greek word for "followed" (meanin!! 
"to follow as a disciple") is used eight more times in this Gospel. 

1, 38: Rabbi: it is typical of a disciple to address his teacher with 
this distinguished title which is somewhat similar to our "Doctor." 
See Mk 9, 4 n. 

1, 39: Tenth hour: about 4:00 P.M. 
l, 42: It is not clear when Jesus gave the new name Peter to 

Simon. It may have been on this occasion or when he selected the 
twelve (Mk 3, 16 and Lk 6, 14). Moreover, the future tense, "shall 
be called," used in this verse may indicate a promise to give the 
name Peter to the apostle with all its implications as the head of 
Christ's Church. See Mt 16, 18 n. 
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led him to Jesus. But Jesus, looking upon him, said, '"Thou 
art Simon, the son of John; thou shalt be called Cephas 
(which interpreted is Peter).'' 

H The next day he was about to leave for Galilee, and he 
44 found Philip. And Jesus said to him, '"Follow me." I Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the town of Andrew and Peter. 
4l Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, "We have 

found him of whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets 
4o wrote, Jesus the son of Joseph of Nazareth." And Na

thanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?"" Philip said to him, "Come and see.'' 

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, 
"Behold a true Israelite in whom there is no guile!" 

4a Nathanael said to him, "Whence knowest thou me?" 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called thee, 

49 when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.'" Nathanael 
answered him and said, "Rabb~ thou art the Son of God, 
thou art King of Israel." 

)O Answering, Jesus said to him, "Because I said to thee 
that I saw thee under the fig tree, thoi;; dost believe. Greater 

" things than these shalt thou see." And he said to him, 
"Amen, amen, I say to you, you shall see heaven opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.'' 

2 
1 The Marriage Feast al Cana And on the third day a 

I, 46: Nazareth: see Mt 2, 23 n. 
I, 49: Nathanael acknowledges the superhuman acumen of }e9US 

luith in knowing his character (v. 47) and in the unexplained event 
··under the fig tree." See "'Christ's Knowledge'" in the Introduction 
to the Gospels. Kin!. of Israel: this was more popularly known as 
a Messianic title than "Son of God.'" 

I, ~O: Greater thin!,l: an allusion to the future miracles in our 
lurJ's ministry. 

1, ~I: /lme11, amen, I 1ay lo you: this formula is found twenty 
tunes in Jn's Gospel. The synoptics never duplicate "amen." This 
cliaractcristic New Testament use of ''amen'' to introduce a pro
nounu:rnc11t of solemn importance is obscure in origin. You .shall: 
the plural verb shows that Jesus addresses all the disciples present. 
/l11g.-/, of G'od a1cendi111< and deJCe11di11/!,: the common denominator 
ol interpretations is to settle for the idea of mediation as the meaning 
of this verse. The disciples will see Christ act as mediator between 
( ;nd and man. This notion is clearly associated with the allusion to 
Jamb's ladder (Gn 28, 10-12). Scholars have generally abandoned 
their attempts to find one incident in the Gospels that would fulfill 
this saying. Neither do they interpret the angels literally here. 

2, I: On the lhird day: after Jesus called Philip and Nathanael. 
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marriage took place at Cana of Galilee, and the mother o 
2.3 Jesus was there. Now Jesus too was invited to the marriage 

and also his disciples. And the wine having run short, th 
4 mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." A111 

Jesus said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do, woman 
' My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the attend 

ants, "Do whatever he tells you." 
6 Now six stone water-jars were placed there, after th1 

Jewish manner of purification, each holding two or thrct 

Cana of Galilee: the hometown of Nathanael (Jn 21, 2) was abou 
five miles northeast of Nazareth. 

2, 2: St. Joseph was probably dead, since he is not mentioned 
A wedding feast lasted a week, and each day brought new guests 

2, 3-5: The majority opinion goes generally as follows: Mari 
asks Jesus to perform a miracle. He refuses. He had planned on 1 
later occasion to show himself as the Messia through a miracle. Yet, 
because of Mary's intercession, he concedes. 

There is no satisfactory explanation concerning all the problems i~ 
the scene. The following is one of several modern attempts (Fr. 
Boismard): Mary's words, '"They have no wine,'" are not intended bJ 
her nor interpreted by Jesus as an implied request or a wish for e 
miracle. She merely observes the embarrassing situation of the lack 
of wine. The answer of Jesus means that the lack of wine should 
not disquiet her, but that she should rise above this natural plane 
to the Messianic plane and ask him for a miracle because "has not 
my hour come?"' The Greek allows the sentence ··my hour has not 
yet come" to be translated as a rhetorical question, inviting the ans· 
wer, "yes.'' In other words, Mary should have asked for a miracle 
because the "'hour" to show himself as the Messia through mirac U· 

lous signs had arrived. Mary understands and orders the waiters, "Oo 
whatever he tells you.'' A serious objection to this interpretation i•: 
how was Mary to know that she was supposed to ask for a miracle? 
The answer lies in the evangelist's symbolic style. He frequently 
breaks off from an historical narrative to prod his readers onto e 
theological level. For a clearer example see 3, 13 n. Historically, 
Jesus never rebuked Mary. This ··rebuke" is Jn's symbolic way of 
telling his readers that the Messianic "hour·· of Jesus had arrived 
through the miracle at Cana (see "hour" in 2, 4 n). 

2, 4: What wouldst thou have me do: literally, "what is it to me 
and to you?" Woman: the Greek title, r.unai, is not found in the 
Greek Old Testament; it probably came from Hellenistic usage. Ho11r: 
from many other places in Jn's Gospel (e.g., 7, 30; 8, 20), it is 
evident that he uses "hour" to mean the "glorious" hour of Christ's 
redeeming death and of his resurrection and ascension, which gives 
full meaning to his life and toward which hour his whole life tends. 
Here at Cana, the miracle only begins that "'hour." See 13, 31-32 n. 

2, 5: Do whatever he tells you: the only words, in these contro
versial verses, on the meaning of which there is unanimous agreement. 

2, 6: Jars of water were customarily available since frequent 
ceremonial washings were prescribed by Jewish customs (see Mk 7, 
3-5). Two or three measures: some estimate fifteen to twenty-five 
gallons. 
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7 measures. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." 
H And they filled them to the brim. I And Jesus said to 

tl1em, "Draw out now, and take to the chief steward." 
And they took it to him. 

9 Now when the chief steward had tasted the water after 
it had become wine, not knowing whence it was (though 
the attendants who had drawn the water knew), the chief 

10 steward called the bridegroom, I and said to him, "Every 
man at first sets forth the good wine, and when they have 
drunk freely, then that which is poorer. But thou hast 
kert the good wine until now." 

11 This first of his signs Jesus worked at Cana of Galilee; 
and he manifested his glory, and his disciples believed in 

12 him. After this he went down to Capharnaum, he and his 
mother, and his brethren, and his disciples. And they 
stayed there but a few days. 

ll Cleansing of the Temple Now the Passover of the Jews 

2, R: The verse is reminiscent of: "The conscious water saw its 
God and blushed." Some point to these words of Richard Crashaw 
us the finest single line of poetry in the English language. 

2, JO: In all the books of antiquity such a custom has not yet 
heen found. Wine: Scholars differ widely on the symbolism intended 
here hy Jn. Some opinions are: the wine is a symbol of the Euchar
istic wine that Jesus will leave to men: the Eucharistic blood that 
he will spill on the cross. A third opinion holds: it is the wine of 
doctrine that Christ gives to lead men to the heavenly banquet. A 
fourth opinion is that the wine symbolizes the Holy Spirit whom 
Christ will send after his ascension. 

2, 11: Signs: by his frequent and characteristic use of "signs," 
the evangelist means not only miraculous signs as proofs of Christ's 
Messianic claims but symbols of a higher reality, such as God's 
power (3, 2). In this Gospel, "signs" often give rise to contro
versy ( 9, 16). The synoptics often use the word "signs" when Jesus 
is asked for a sign and refuses to give one. Cana: the present-day 
villa).(e of Cana is the same place as the Cana of the Gospel. A 
dnmh datin.i; back only to the fourth century marks the site of the 
miracle. &Jory: the glory of Jesus, the same as God's glory (1, 14) 
appears in this miracle. 

2, 12: /lfter this: see 7, 1 n. Capharnaum: fifteen hundred feet 
below Cana. Brethren: in Greek, "brothers." See Mt 13, 55-56 n. 

2, 13-17: See par Mt 21, 12-17 and especially Mk 11, 15-19 n 
for an explanation of the parallel passage. 

2, l .l: P<1.1w1-er: the second Passover in the public ministry of 
J~sus is mentioned in 6, 4 (the same as "feast of the Jews" in 5, 1); 
the third (Passover of the Passion) is mentioned in 11, 55; 12, 1; 
1 .l, I . On the other hand, the synoptic Gospels mention only one 
Passover. 
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14 was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And ht 
found in the temple men selling oxen, sheep and doves, anc 

n money-changers at their tables. And making a kind of whip ol 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, also the sheer 
and oxen, and he poured out the money of the changers and 

16 overturned the tables. And to them who were selling the 
doves he said, ""Take these things away, and do not make tlu 

17 house of my Father a house of business." And his disciples 
remembered that it is written, "The zeal for thy house has 
eaten me up." 

18 The Jews therefore answered and said to him, "What 
sign dost thou show us, seeing that thou dost these things?" 

19 In answer Jesus said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in 
20 three days I will raise it up." The Jews therefore said, 

"Forty-six years has this temple been in building, and wilt 
21 thou raise it up in three days?" But he was speaking of the 
22 temple of his body. When, accordingly, he had risen from 

the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, 

2, 14: Temple: although the courtyard of the Gentiles was not 
considered a true part of the temple, Jesus judged the commerce a 
profanation of the temple. See Mk 11, 15 n. 

2, 15: Whip: Jesus improvised here because no one was allowed 
to carry arms or even staffs into the temple courtyards. 

2, 17: Has ea1en me up: "will consume me'' seems preferable 
according to the Greek. Jn does not quote from Ps 68, 10 to show 
only that the disciples see in the actions of Jesus his ardent '""' 
for the temple, but the evangelist also intends an allusion to whdt 
Christ's zeal will ultimately lead him to-his death on the cross. 

2, 18: Sign: see Mt 21, 23 non temple authority. 
2, 21: But he was speaki11!( of the temple of his body: the ma

jority opinion explains that "the temple of his body" refers to both 
members of the phrase ("Destroy this temple and in three days I 
will raise it up"). Hence, Christ would be predicting his resurrec
tion in this wise: if you kill me, I will arise. One of several ohiec
tions to the majority opinion is: why did the disciples not under
stand the factual statement (not the full implications) in this pre
diction of his resurrection? 

Before exposing a minority opinion, it is imperative to recall that 
the temple symbolized the old law and God's presence among the 
Chosen People. Now, according to a minority view, the phrase '"he 
was speaking of the temple of his body," refers to the Jerusalem 
temple of stone ("destroy this temple") and to the temple of Christ's 
body ("in three days I will raise it up"), The meaning is: if you 
destroy the stone temple (and with it the symbol of the old law and 
God"s presence) by crucifying me, I will have it continue through 
the new temple of my body! This was the evanfelist's symbolic way 
of teaching his Christian readers the continuity o the Jewish temple"s 
significance within Christ's glorified body. See Ap 21, 22 n. 

2, 22: He had rise11: literally, "he was raised," by God. 
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and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 

23 Now when he was at Jerusalem for the feast of the 
Passover, many believed in his name, seeing the signs 

24 that he was working. But Jesus did not trust himself to 
2l them, in that he knew all men, I and because he had no 

need that anyone should bear witness concerning man, 
for he himself knew what was in man. 

3 
1 Nicodemus Now there was a certain man among the 
2 Pharisees, Nicodemus by name, a ruler of the Jews. This man 

came to Jesus at night, and sai<l to him, "Rabbi, we know that 
thou hast come a teacher from God, for no one can work 
these signs that thou workest unless God be with him." 

3 I Jesus answered and said to him, "Amen, amen, I say to 
thee, unless a man be born again, he cannot see the king-

4 dom of God." Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother's womb and be born again?" 

' Jesus answered, "Amen, amen, I say to thee, unless a 
man be born again of water and the Spirit, he cannot 

2, 23: Many believed in his name: many, attracted by his miracles, 
believed in Christ not as being divine, or as the Messia, but most 
probably merely as one approved by God. 

2, 24: In 1ha1 he knew all mm: because he knew them all. 
2, 25: A suggested translation: ""he did not need anyone to give 

him evidence about human nature, for he knew what was in man's 
heart."" 

3. 1: Nicodemus: according to Jn 19, 39, Nicodemus later be
came a follower of Jesus. A ruler: perhaps a member of the 
Sanhedrin. 

3, 2 : Rabbi: see Mk 9, 4 n. We: there are six opinions as to 
whom this word refers. See 3, 10-11 n. 

3, 3: Axai11: the evangelist selects this Greek word (anolhen) 
with an intent to be ambiguous because it can mean ""from above" 
(in the spiritual sense) and it can also mean "a second time" as 
Nicodemus understands it (v. 4). The kinxdom of God: this expres
sion, so frequently found in the synoptics, is used in the fourth 
Gospel only here. Jn prefers to use (eternal) "life." 

3. 4: The evangelist frequently has Jesus make statements of 
misunderstanding. The questioner understands the words of Jesus 
in a material sense, which is Jn"s way of setting the stage for Christ"s 
further teaching. It is not certain whether this technique is original 
with Jn or whether he follows early Christian teachers. 

3, 5: It is commonly taught that this text means the absolute 
necessity of the Sacrament of Baptism. Axain: most probably not in 
the oriJ(inal texL 
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6 enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of tht 
7 flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. D< 

not wonder that I said to thee, 'You must be born again. 
8 The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its sounc 

but dost not know where it comes from or where it goes 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

9 Nicodemus answered and said to him, "How can thes1 
things be?" 

10 Answering him, Jesus said, "Thou art a teacher in Israel 
11 and dost not know these things? Amen, amen, I say to thee, 

we speak of what we know, and we bear witness to what wt 
12 have seen; and our witness you do not receive. If I have 

spoken of earthly things to you, and you do not believe, how 
13 will you believe if I speak to you of heavenly things? And 

no one has ascended into heaven except him who has de· 
scended from heaven: the Son of Man who is in heaven. 

3, 6: Flesh is flesh: a reference to v. 4. Spirit is spirit: a reference 
to v. 5. 

3, 7: Again: here it has the spiritual meaning of "from above." 
See 3, 3 n. 

3, B: Wind • , • Spirit: the same Greek word (pneuma) is usC"d 
for "wind" and "Spirit." See Acts 2, 2·3 n. Just as one believes in 
the wind without understanding how it operates, so must one believe 
in the Spirit, even though one does not understand its operations. Its 
"operations" demand that one must be baptized with "'water and the 
Spuit" ( v. 5) to be saved. 

3, 10-11: Jn contrasts Nicodemus, probably as representing the 
Jews (see v. 2, "we"), with Christ, representing the Christians. 

3, 11: We speak ... we have seen: a reference to v. 5. 0111 
witness you do not receive: the "you" probably refers to the Jew.~. 

3, 12: Earthly things ... heavenly things: one of several probahlE 
interpretations is: if you do not understand Christian baptism, how 
will you understand its ultimate terminus, the ascension? (See 3, 
13 n.) 

3, 13: The Son of Man who is in heaven: textual critics dispute 
whether this phrase was in the original Greek text. From this V<"rsf 

to v. 21 there is a diversity of opinion on where Christ's discour;E 
with Nicodemus ends and where the evangelist's reflections begin. 
At the same time, the link between Christ's teaching on baptism and 
]n's reflections loses strength. V. 13 may be alluding to the ascension 
(Acts 1, 10) and, if so, the verse is most probably part of ]n's re· 
flection. This is the first clear example of the problem of the evange
list's discourses (but see 2, 3-5 n). Because of the similarity in style 
between the discourses of Jesus and the continuation of them by his 
interlocutor, and because Christ's discourses differ here from his 
others as narrated by the synoptics, many non-Catholic scholars used to 
reject the historicity of Christ's speeches as recorded in the fourth 
Gospel. These discourses were largely considered Jn's own theologi<al 
reflections. Similar discourses appear in chs. 14-17, 
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14 "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, even 
1' so must the Son of Man be lifted up, I that those who be

lieve in him may not perish, but may have life everlasting." 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only-

hcgotten Son, that those who believe in him may not perish, 
17 but may have life everlasting. For God did not send his Son 

into the world in order to judge the world, but that the 
18 world might be saved through him. He who believes in him 

is not judged; but he who does not believe is already judged, 
because he does not. believe in the name of the only-begotten 

19 Son of God. I Now this is the judgment: The light has 
come into the world, yet men have loved the darkness 

20 rather than the light, for their works were evil. For every
one who does evil hates the light, and does not come to 

21 the light, that his deeds may not be exposed. But he who 
does the truth comes to the light that his deeds may be made 
manifest, for they have been performed in God. 

22 The Witness of John the Baptist After these things Jesus 
and his disciples came into the land of Judea, and he stayed 

H there with them and baptized. Now John was also baptizing 
in Aennon, near Salim, for there was much water there. And 

24 the people came and were baptized. For John had not yet 
been put into prison. 

3, 14-15: The evangelist, not Christ, says that just as the bronze 
serpent on a Joie cured the people (see Nm 21, 6-9 n), so will 
Christ crucifie save men. 

3, 16: God 10 loved the world: compare the- Crucifixion, an ora
torio by John Stainer. 

3, 17-21: The evangelist, not Christ, is definitely speaking here. 
Jn describes salvation as a judgment through the symbols of light and 
darkness. The mission of Jesus demands that men decide for or 
against him. 

3, 17: To iudxe: to condemn. The same Greek word means both 
to judge and to condemn. 

3, 22-24: Jesus and the Baptist carry on their missions of baptism 
in the same general area of the Jordan River valley. 

3, 22: Jesu1 ... btJptized: the verse reads as if Jesus himself 
baptized, but see 4, 2. The baptism preached by our Lord (3, 5) was 
not baptism by the Holy Spirit, i.e., the Sacrament of Baptism, which 
became current when Jesus sent the Holy Spirit after his resurrection, 
but the baptism he preached was a preparatory one, very similar to 
that of the Baptist. 

3. 23: A en non: many geographers despair in trying to locate this 
place. N etJr StJ/im: one probable opinion places it six miles south of 
Scythopohs; and another, three miles east of Sichem. 

_3, 24: If we had nothing but the first three Gospels, we would 
think that Jesus began his ministry only after the Baptist was im
prisoned (see Mt 4, 12; Mk 1, 14). 
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2~ Now there arose a discussion about purification between 
26 some of John's disciples and the Jews. And they came to 

John and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was with thee be
yond the Jordan, to whom thou hast borne witness, behold 
he baptizes and all are coming to him." 

27 John answered and said, "No one can receive anything 
28 unless it is given to him from heaven. You yourselves 

bear me witness that I said, 'I am not the Christ but have 
29 been sent before him.' He who has the bride is the bride

groom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 
hears him, rejoices exceedingly at the voice of the bride-

30 groom. This my joy, therefore, is made full. J He must in-
crease, but I must decrease.'' 

31 He who comes from above is over all. He who is from 
the earth belongs to earth, and of the earth he speaks. 

32 He who comes from heaven is over all. I And he bears 
witness to that which he has seen and heard, aad his witness 

B no one receives. He who receives his witness has set his 
34 seal oa this, that God is true. For he whom God has sent 

speaks the words of God, for not by measure does God give 
3~ the Spirit. The Father loves the Son, and has given all 
36 things into his hand. He who believes in the Son has ever

lasting life; he who is unbelieving towards the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him. 

3, 25: A11d the Jews: some textual critics prefer "with a Jew." The 
use of Jew in the singular conveys the same meaning as the plural. 
See ""Jews" in 1, 19 n. About purificaJio11: expected by baptism. Per
haps the discussion was about the baptisms preached by the Baptist 
and Jesus (v. 26). 

3, 31-36: Many scholars recently consider these verses to be A 

meditation of the evangelist. Others believe that these misplaced 
verses continue the discourse of Jesus (after v. 21 ). 

3, 31: The one "from above" and "from heaven" is Christ. The 
one "from the earth,'' according to the majority view, is the Baptist. 
The evangelist Sa}'S that the Baptist bows off the scene in favor of 
Jesus because Christ's horizon of thought goes beyond the world, 
whereas the Baptist" s horizon is limited by earth. There are several 
other probable explanations of this verse. 

3, 32-33: Jesus testifies to what he saw and heard in heaven. The 
phrase. "No one receives" (the testimony of Jesus) is modified by 
""He who receives his witness,'' which means that the people wbo 
recei,·e Christ"s words receive thereby God's truth. 

3. 35: Has l!,i1·e11 aJI thi111!.s i11to hi; ha11d: the Father operates 
through Jesus. 

3. 36: WraJh: condemnation. 
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4 
1 The Sdmaritdn Woman When, therefore, Jesus knew that 

the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more 
2 disciples than John-I although Jesus himself did not baptize, 
~ hut his disciples-I he left Judea and went again into Galilee. 
4 Now he had to pass through Samaria. 
' He came, accordingly, to a town of Samaria called Sichar, 
6 near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now 

Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, wearied as he was 
from the journey, was sitting at the well. It was about the 

7 sixth hour. There came a Samaritan woman to draw water. 
e Jesus said to her, '"Give me to drink"; I for his disciples 
9 had gone away into the town to buy food. The Samaritan 

woman therefore said to him, ""How is it that thou, although 
thou art a Jew, dost ask drink of me, who am a Samaritan 
woman?" For Jews do not associate with Samaritans. 

10 Jesus answered and said to her, "If thou didst know 
the gift of God, and who it is who says to thee, "Give me 
to drink,' thou, perhaps, wouldst have asked of him, and 

11 he would have given thee living water." The woman said 
to him, "'Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the 

12 well is deep. Whence then hast thou living water? I Art 
thou greater than our father Jacob who gave us the well, 
and drank from it, himself, and his sons, and his flocks?" 

n In answer Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this 
water will thirst again. He, however, who drinks of the 

4, 1-7, 24: Because Jesus is described as -traveling too briskly 
between Jerusalem and Galilee, scholars dispute whether or not these 
chapters are in their correct order. Many critics say that the original 
order was disturbed, but they differ in their explanations. One ex
planation is that the present order is the work of the evangelist's 
disciple.editors. See chs. 14-16 n for a similar problem. 

4, 5: Sichar: an alternate spelling for Sichem. Near the field 1ha1 
Jacob iave lo hiI Jon /ouph: see Gn 12, 6·7. 

4, 6: / acol/J well: archeologists agree on identifying the location 
of this well. It lies beneath a roofless fourteenth century church at 
the foot of the Samaritans' sacred Mount Garizim. Jacob's welt is 
remmiS< ent of the narrative on Jacob's purchase of the neighboring 
land (Gn 33, 18·20). About the 1ix1h hour: about noon. 

4, 9: On the feud between Jews and Samaritans see the end of 
"Religious Background" in the Introduction to the New Testament 
A Jew: see 3, 25 n. 

4, 11: Livini water: an allusion to spring water as contrasted to 
the less desirable cistern water gathered during rainless months. By 
having Jesus again misunderstood, the evangelist once more sets the 
stage for further instruction (see Nicodemus in 3, 4 n). 

4, 13-14: To Jesus, "living water" means his revelation about God 
and his sending of the Holy Spirit. See 7, 37-39. The evangelist 
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14 water that I will give him shall never thirst; I but the 
water that I will give him shall become in him a fountain 

n of water, springing up unto life everlasting." The woman 
said to him, "Sir, give me this water that I may not thirst, 
or come here to draw." 

16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call thy husband and come here." 
17 The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." 

Jesus said to her, "Thou hast said well, 'I have no husband,' 
18 I for thou hast had five husbands, and he whom thou now 

hast is not thy husband. In this thou hast spoken truly." 
19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I see that thou art a 
20 prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but 

you say that at Jerusalem is the place where one ought to 
21 worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the 

hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jeru-
22 salem will you worship the Father. You worship what 

you do not know; we worship what we know, for salva-
2~ tion is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is 

now here, when the true worshippers will worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth. For the Father also seeks 

24 such to worship him. God is spirit, and they who worship 
him must worship in spirit and in truth." 

most likely expected his Christian readers not only to understand the 
historical meaning in Christ's answer, but also that the "living waters" 
symbolize the water in the Sacrament of Baptism. This text is a 
characteristic example of the twofold literal meaning in much of Jn's 
Gospel, comprising an historical and a "Christian" meaning. Some of 
the examples are 9, 7; 13, 10. Compare the three levels of meaning 
in the Introduction to the Gospels. 

4, 14: Life ever/a.sting: see 1, 4 n. 
4, 16-18: Jesus uses his infused knowledge that will help the 

Samaritan woman to believe in him, first as prophet ( v. 19), and 
then as Messia (v. 29). See "Christ's Knowledge" in the Introduction 
to the Gospels. 

4, 20-24: Jesus says that a time will come when they will no 
longer dispute about which mountain has the legitimate temple of 
worship. The true believers will worship the true Spirit of God the 
Father ("the Father in Spirit and in truth") who will be the true 
source of cultic worship because the Spirit alone agrees with God's 
revelation of himself in the person of Jesus ( v. 22). Christ's contrast 
between a false place of worship and the Holy Spirit as the true 
source of worship seems a rebuke to the interpretation of these verses 
as a prediction of an interior spiritual cult without external rites. 

4, 20: You Jay: the Jews say. 
4, 22: You u·orJhip ... we: the Samaritans worship what they 

do not understand whereas the Jews understand what they worship. 
4, 24: God is spirit: a Hebraic way of saying: God f.iveJ men the 

Holy Spirit. 
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n The woman said to him, '"I know that Messias is coming 
(who is called Christ), and when he comes he will tell us 

26 all things." Jesus said to her, '"I who speak with thee 
am he."" 

21 And at this point his disciples came; and they won-
dered that he was speaking with a woman. Yet no one said, 
"'What dost thou seek? .. or, '"Why dost thou speak with 

28 her?'" The woman therefore left her water·jar and went away 
29 into the town, and said to the people, I '"Come and see a man 

who has told me all that I have ever done. Can he be the 
30 Christ?.. They went forth from the town and came to 
31 meet him. Meanwhile, his disciples besought him, saying, 
32 "'Rabbi, eat ... I But he said to them, '"I have food to eat 
33 of which you do not know ... The disciples therefore said 

to one another, "Has someone brought him something 
to eat? .. 

34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of 
3) him who sent me, to accomplish his work. Do you not say, 

"There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest"? 
Well, I say to you, lift up your eyes and behold that the 

3~ fields are already white for the harvest. And he who 
reaps receives a wage, and gathers fruit unto life everlasting, 

37 so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together. For 
herein is the proverb true. 'One sows, another reaps." 

38 I have sent you to reap that on which you have not labored. 
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labors." 

39 Now many of the Samaritans of that town believed in 
him because of the word of the woman who bore witness, 

40 "He told me all that I have ever done." I When therefore the 
Samaritans had come to him, they besought him to stay 

41 there; and he stayed two days. And far more believed 

4, 27: It is still typical of some oriental countries that a profes
sional man does not even speak to his wife in public. 

4, 3~: IF .Ji I 1ay ... for the harvest: Christ may be alluding to 
the salvation of 1he Samaritans. 

4, %: Jesus "'reaps'· some of the Samaritans (v. 39). These con
versio11s are his reward ("wage"'). He gathers converts ("'fruit .. ) 
who will receive everlasting life. Jesus is both the sower and the 
reaper of these Samaritan converts. 

4, .17·.~8: Some interpreters believe that these verses allude to the 
disc irks who will harvest in Samaria the fruit ripened there from the 
preliminary preaching by John the Baptist. 

4, 40: See Mt 10, ) n on the few times Jesus preaches to DOD• 
Jews. 
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42 because of his word. And they said to the woman, "We 
no longer believe because of what thou hast said, for we 
have heard for ourselves and we know that this is in truth 
the Savior of the world." 

4~ Now after two days he departed from that place and 
44 went into Galilee, I for Jesus himself bore witness that a 
45 prophet receives no honor in his own country. When, there-

fore, he had come into Galilee, the Galileans received him, 
having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem during the 
feast, for they also had gone to the feast. 

46 The Official's Son He came again therefore to Cana of 
Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And there was 
a certain royal official whose son was lying sick at Ca-

47 pharnaum. When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea 
into Galilee, he went to him and besought him to come down 
and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 

48 Jesus therefore said to him, "Unless you see signs and 
49 wonders, you do not believe." The royal official said to 
50 him, "Sir, come down before my child dies." I Jesus said 

to him, "Go thy way, thy son lives." 
The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and 

51 departed. But even as he was now going down, his servants 
52 met him and brought word saying that his son lived. He 

asked of them therefore the hour in which he had got 
better. And they told him, "Yesterday, at the seventh hour, 

H the fever left him." The father knew then that it was at 
that very hour in which Jesus had said to him, "Thy son 
lives." And he himself believed, and his whole household. 

4, 42: The Savior of the world: the apex of the revelation of 
Jesus in this episode. God wants to save the world through Jesus 
(3, 16). The woman saw Christ as a Jew (v. 9); then as one 
"greater than our father Jacob"" (v. 12); a prophet (v. 19); the 
Messia ( v. 26). Compare the blind man as explained in 9, 3B n. 

4, 46-53: Modern biblicists dispute whether this miracle is the 
same as that of the centurion's son narrated by Mt and Lk. Mt's 
narrative is closer to Jn's (see Mt 8, 5-13 n). However, those who 
judge that Jn is relating a distinct miracle do so on the grounds that 
the differences are too great to be accounted for by oral transmission. 
Regardless, the miraculous event or events in themselves may insinu
ate that after the time of Christ's ministry, at the time of the evange
list's writing, more Gentiles than Jews were entering the Church. 

4, 48: Jesus may be also addressing the bystanders because the 
Greek verbs are in the plural. 

4, 51: His son lived: his son was going to Jive 
4, 52: At the seventh hour: about 1 :00 P.M. 
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'4 This was a second sign that Jesus worked when com
ing from Judea into Galilee. 

2 

' 1 The Cure al the Pool of Betbsaida After this there was 
2 a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now 

there is at J1rusalem, by the Sheepgate, a pool called in 
5 Hebrew Bethsaida, having five porticoes. In these were lying 

a great multitude of the sick, blind, lame, and those with 
shrivelled limbs, waiting for the moving of the water. 

4 For an angel of the Lord used to come down at certain times 
into the pool, and the water was troubled. And the first to 
go down into the pool after the troubling of the water was 
cured of whatever infirmity he had. 

' Now a certain man was there who had been thirty-
6 eight years under his infirmity. When Jesus saw him lying 

there, and knew that he had been in this state a long time, 
7 he said to him, "Dost thou want to get well?" The sick 

man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the 
pool when the water is stirred; for while I am coming, 

e another steps down before me." Jesus said to him, "Rise, 
9 take up thy pallet and walk." And at once the man was 

cured. And he took up his pallet and began to walk. Now 
that day was a Sabbath. 

10 The Jews therefore said to him who had been healed, 
"It is the Sabbath; thou art not allowed to take up thy 

11 pallet." He answered them, "He who made me well said 
12 to me, 'Take up thy pallet and walk.'" They asked him 

then, "Who is the man who said to thee, 'Take up thy 
13 pallet and walk'?" But the man who had been healed did 

not know who it was, for Jesus had quietly gone away, since 
there was a crowd in the place. 

'· l: A fe4!t of the Jews: see 2, 13 n. 
'·. 2: Archeologists have authenticated this passage by their ex

cavation of .a rec.~RUlar pool wi~ four porticoes on the sides and a 
central portico d1V1ding the pool into two separate basins. 

'· 3-4: W <>itin1r •.. whaJever infirmity he had: most textual 
~tics delete these words. Even though the Church uses vv. 1-' pre
ascly because of these unauthentic verses for the feast of the Arch
Bn)!el Raphael (October 24), she no more pronounces herself in 
favor of their authenticity than of those from the apocryphal fourth 
book of Esdras used in the Mass of All Souls' Day (November 2). 

', 7: The people attributed the agitation of the water to super
natural power. 

5, 10: To tde ufJ thy pallet: to carry your maL 
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14 Afterwards Jesus found him in the temple, and said to 
him, "Behold, thou art cured. Sin no more, lest something 

n worse befall thee." The man went away and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had healed him. 

16 And this is why the Jews kept persecuting Jesus, because 
11 he did such things on the Sabbath. Jesus, however, an

swered them, "My Father works even until now, and I 
18 work." This, then, is why the Jews were the more anxious 

to put him to death; because he not only broke the Sabbath, 
but also called God his own Father, making himself equal 
to God. 

19 Christ's Claim lo Divinity In answer therefore Jesus said 
to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of himself, but only what he sees the Father doing. 

20 For whatever he does, this the Son also does in like manner. 
For the Father loves the Son, and shows him all that he him
self does. And greater works than these he will show him, 

21 that you may wonder. For as the Father raises the dead 
and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom 

22 he will. For neither does the Father judge any man, but all 
23 judgment he has given to the Son, I that all men may honor 

the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not 
honor the Son, does not honor the Father who sent him. 

24 "Amen, amen, I say to you, he who hears my word, and 
believes him who sent me, has life everlasting, and docs 
not come to judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

2S "Amen, amen, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now 
is here, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 

26 God, and those who hear shall live. For as the Father has 
life in himself, even so he has given to the Son also to have 

5, 14: Since Jesus, according to 9, 24, does not believe that in
firmities are a sign of sin, his words may be interpreted here as 
advice to the man that his cure ought to lead him to conversion lest 
something worse than his former infirmity befall him. 

5, 15: The Jews: see 1, 19 n. 
5, 17-18: The Jews know that God's activity as judge never 

ceases. They are horrified because Jesus equals his own activity, as in 
this example of the cure on the Sabbath, with God's activity as judge. 

5, 19-23: The Son performs the same two activities as his Father, 
namely, bestowing spiritual life (v. 21) and judging ( v. 22). 

5, 20: Grealer works 1han 1hese: a reference to the previous cure 
(vv. 8-9). 

5, 24: To iudpnenl: to condemnation. From deaih lo life: from 
spiritual death to spiritual life. 

5, 25: The dead: the spiritually dead. Shall live: spiritually. 
5, 26: Life ... life: supernatural life (see 1, 4 n). 
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27 life in himself; I and he has granted him power to render 
28 judgment, because he is Son of Man. Do not wonder at this, 

for the hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs 
29 shall hear the voice of the Son of God. And they who have 

done good shall come forth unto resurrection of life; but 
they who have done evil unto resurrection of judgment. 

30 I Of myself I can do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and my 
judgment is just because I seek not my own will, but the 
will of him who sent me. 

31 Justification of Christ's Claims "If I bear witness con
n cerning myself, my witness is not true. There is another who 

bears witness concerning me, and I know that the witness 
'3 that he bears concerning me is true. You have sent to John, 
3~ and he has borne witness to the truth. I however do 

not receive the witness of man, but I say these things 
" that you may be saved. He was the lamp, burning and shin

ing; and you desired to rejoice for a while in his light. 
36 "'The witness, however, that I have is greater than that 

of John. For the works which the Father has given me to 
accomplish, these very works that I do, bear witness to 

37 me, that the Father has sent me. And the Father him
self, who has sent me, has borne witness to me. But 

38 you have never heard his voice, or seen his face. And 
you have not his word abiding in you, since you clo not be-

39 lieve him whom he has sent. You search the Scriptures, 
because in them you think that you have life everlasting. 

40 And it is they that bear witness to me, 1 yet you are not 
willing to come to me that you may have life. 

41.42 "'I do not receive glory from men. But I know that you 
43 have not the love of God in you. I have come in the name 

of my Father, and you do not receive me. If another come 

'· 27: To render iudxmenl: to reward and punish. Son of Man: 
see Mt 8, 20 n. 

'· 28: A reference to· the resurrection at the end of the world. 
'· 29: Resurrection of iudxmenl: the evil ones will be raised up 

to be condemned. 
'· 32: Another: God the Father. 
'· 33·34: The Baptist has testified to the divine Sonship of Jesus. 

l say these 1hinxs 1ha1 you may be saved: since Jesus has the Father's 
testimony ( v. 32) he does not need the testimony of the Baptist, but 
he says these things because men are saved through the Baptist's 
witnessing to Jesus. 

5, 35: Lamp: a metaphor for an enlightening teacher. 
5, 39-40: Many think the Old Testament scriptures sufficient for 

obtaining life everlasting and therefore need not believe in Jesus. 
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44 in his own name, him you will receive. How can you be
lieve who receive glory from one another, and do not seek 

45 the glory which is from the only GOO? Do not think that I 
shall accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses 

46 you, Moses, in whom you hope. For if you believed Moses 
47 you would believe me also, for he wrote of me. But if you 

do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?" 

6 
1 Jesus Feeds Five Thousand After this Jesus went away to 

the other side of the sea of Galilee, which is that of Tiberias. 
2 And there followed him a great crowd, because they witnessed 
3 the signs he worked on those who were sick. Jesus therefore 

went up the mountain, and sat there with his disciples. 
4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near. 
5 When, therefore, Jesus had lifted up his eyes and seen 

that a very great crowd had come to him, he said to 
Philip, ''Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?" 

6 But he said this to try him, for he himself knew what 
he would do. 

7 Philip answered him, "Two hundred denarii worth of 
bread is not enough for them, that each one may receive a 

B little." One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon 

5, 47: Compare Lk 16, 31 n. 
6, 1-15: See Mt 14, 13-21 n and Mk 8, 1-9 n for par accounts on 

the number of miracles; Mk 6, 34-44 n for the interpretations. Jn"s 
account follows the "statistics" of Mt or Mk' s account of the first 
multiplication. 

COMPARATWE TABLE ON THE MIRACLES OP 
MULTIPLICATION 

MMltiplfrt11ion Chapter Number Number Number of 

First 
Second 

First 
Second 

tZfld of of of Number 
Verse People Loaves Fishes Baskezs 

Mt 14, 13-21 5,000 5 
Mt 15, 32-38 4,000 7 

7 
Mk 6, 34-44 5,000 
Mk 8, 1-9 4,000 7 

2 
few 

2 
few 

5 
7 
12 
12 

6, 4: Passover: see 2, 13 n. 
6, 7: Two hundred denarii: the equivalent of a la.borer"s wages 

for two hundred days. 
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9 Peter, said to him, "There is a young boy here who has live 
barley loaves and two fishes; but what are these among so 

10 many?" Jesus then said, "Make the people recline." 
Now there was much grass in the place. The men there-

11 fore reclined, in number about five thousand. Jesus then 
took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, distributed 
them to those reclining; and likewise the fishes, as much as 

n they wished. But when they were filled, he said to his 
disciples, "Gather the fragments that are left over, lest they 

13 be wasted." I They therefore gathered them up; and they 
filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley 
loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

14 When the people, therefore, had seen the sign which 
Jesus had worked, they said, "This is indeed the Prophet 

u who is to come into the world." So when Jesus perceived 
that they would come to take him by force and make him 
king, he fled again to the mountain, himself alone. 

16 fesus W a/ks on the Water Now when evening had come, 
17 his disciples went down to the sea. And getting into a 

boat, they went across the sea towards Capharnaum. And 
1e it was already dark, but Jesus had not come to them. Now 
19 the sea was rising, because a strong wind was blowing. But 

after they had rowed some twenty-live or thirty stadia, 
they beheld Jesus walking upon the sea, and drawing near 

20 to the boat; and they were frightened. But he said to 
21 them, "It is I, do not be afraid." They desired therefore to 

take him into the boat; and immediately the boat was at the 
land towards which they were going. 

6, 9: Youn!! boy: there is no historical evidence to support the 
legend that he became the bishop of Limoges, France. 

6, 14-D: In contrast to the synoptic Gospels, Jn mentions the 
enthusiasm of the crowd on account of the miraculous multiplication, 
The people hail Jesus as the Messianic prophet and king. 

6, 14 : See I , 21 n. 
6, 16-21: See par Mk 6, 45-52. Jn's account is more condensed than 

the parallel narratives of Mt and Mk. The fourth evangelist, for 
111stanre, does not describe the hard rowing in the stormy waters. 

6, 17: But Jesus had 11ot come to them: this phrase apparently 
should begin, not end, the sentence. The meaning is that the disciples 
did not sec J""us coming, and they sailed without him for Ca
pharnaum. 

6, 19: Ordinarily it took a boat manned by live oarsmen one 
hour and twenty minutes to row across the lake at its widest expansion, 
ahout seven miles. Twenty-five or thirty stadia: three to four miles. 

(>, 21: The text does not explain how the boat, three to four miles 
out on the lake, was suddenly ashore. According to Mt and Mk, 
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22 The Discourse on the Eucharist The next day, the crow 
which had remained on the other side of the sea observe 
that there had been but one boat at that place; and tlu 
Jesus had not gone into the boat with his disciples, bl 

23 that his disciples had departed alone. But other boat 
from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten tl1 

24 bread, when the Lord gave thanks. When therefore th 
crowd perceived that Jesus was not there, nor his Ji! 
ciples, they themselves got into the boats and came to Ca 

2s pharnaum, seeking Jesus. And when they had found hir 
on the other side of the sea, they said to him, "Rabb: 
when didst thou come here?" 

26 Jesus answered them and said, "Amen, amen, I say t1 
you, you seek me, not because you have seen signs, h11 
because you have eaten of the loaves and have been filled 

27 Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for that wbid 
endures unto life everlasting, which the Son of Man wil 
give you. For upon him the Father, God himself, has se 
his seal." 

2s They said therefore to him, "What are we to do tha 
29 we may perform the works of God?" In answer Jesus saic 

to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe ir 
30 him whom he has sent." They said therefore to him, "Whal 

sign, then, dost thou, that we may see and believe theei 
31 What work dost thou perform? I Our fathers ate the manna 

in the desert, even as it is written, 'Bread from heaven hi 
gave them to eat.' " 

32 Jesus then said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, 
Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my 

Jesus went aboard and the sea calmed down. Some commentntllrS 
understand this as a second miracle; others say it is a characteri<tic 
example of ]n's method to bypass what happened historically in 
order to convey a symbolic meaning, e.g., the divine presence of 
Jesus dispels all fear, "It is I, do not be afraid." 

6, 22-24: The general sense of these obscure verses is: Jesus hnd 
left the people on the eastern shore of Lake Galilee where the disciple<, 
without Jesus, boarded the one boat that lay there. Jesus disappeareJ. 
The people rightly guessed that he must have joined his dis< ipks at 
Capharnaum. When they found him there, he delivered his discourse. 

6, 27: God ... Jel hi1 1eal: of approval, perhaps at the baptism 
of Jesus. · 

6, 30-31: It seems that since the people did not judge Christ's 
miracle of multiplication of the gift of bread more extraordinary than 
Moses' gift of the manna (Ex 16, 15-16), they demanded a greater 
sign from Jesus because he made greater claims than Moses. 

6, 32-33: Jesus does not answer, because to "prove" over
whelmingly would defeat the attempt to make them believe in him. 
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B Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread 
of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives 
life to the world." 

34 They said therefore to him, "Lord, give w always this 
bread." 

3) But Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who 
comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me 

~~ shall never thirst. But I have told you that you have seen 
H me and you do not believe. All that the Father gives to me 

shall come to me, and him who comes to me I will not cast 
38 out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do 
39 my own will, but the will of him who sent me. Now 

this is the will of him who sent me, the Father, that I 
should lose nothing of what he has given me, but that I 

4o should raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my 
Father who sent me, that whoever beholds the Son, and be
lieves in him, shall have everlasting life, and I will raise 
him up on the last day." 

41 The Jews therefore murmured about him because he 
had said, "I am the bread that has come down from 

42 heaven." And they kept saying, "Is this not Jesus the son 
of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How, then, 
does he say, 'I have come down from heaven'?" 

6, ~5-59: Many Catholics divide this discourse on the "Bread of 
Life" into two parts: vv. 35-50 in which Christ presents himseU 
as the ilread that nourishes forever through its Joctrine; and vv. 
51·59 which present Christ as the Sacramental Eucharistic Bread. 

6, ~5: I am the bread of life: a Hebraic way ot saying, I J!.ive the 
bread of supernatural life. The evangelist's characteristic use of "I" 
in Christ's sayings have the symbolic predicates of light, door, 
shepherd, resurrection, way-truth.life, vine. The biblical origin of these 
· I sayings" may be a threefold combination of the formula for God, 
"I am" (Ex 3, 6); the personified"!" of Wisdom (Prv 8); and the 
emphatic "~ut I say to you" in .. the synoptic Gospels (Mt 5, 44). The 
synoptic Gospels woulJ say the kmgdom of heaven 1s like the 
brcaJ," etc. Hence, for Jn, the person of Jesus equates the "kin.11dom 
of God." On the "I sayings" without a predicate, see 8, 24 n. 

6, 16: Although Jesus told them that they saw his miracle of multi
plication, they do not believe in him (as the Messia). 

6, 37·10: This self.contained unit may lie summarized in this way: 
Jesus came to do God's will. It is his will that everyone whom he 
i<ave Jesus should receive supernatural life and be resurrected on 
the last day. Therefore, to the one who believes in him, Jesus will 
,i;:ive life and resurrection. 

6, 41-42: The fews therefore murmured: they murmured here 
just as their ancestors murmured against Moses about the manna 
in the desert (Ex 16, 2). 

6, 42: I have come down from heo11en: en example of en ironical 
statement. See 7. 35 n. 
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43 In answer therefore Jesus said to them, "Do not murmt 
44 among yourselves. No one can come to me unless the Fathi 

who sent me draw him, and I will raise him up on the la' 
45 day. It is written in the Prophets, 'And they all shall ~ 

taught of God.' 
"Everyone who has listened to the Father, and has learnC'< 

46 comes to me; I not that anyone has seen the Father exccr 
47 him who is from God, he has seen the Father. Amen, amer 

I say to you, he who believes in me has life everlasting. 
48.49 "I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna i1 
50 the desert, and have died. This is the bread that comes dow1 
H from heaven, so that if anyone eat of it he will not die. 
52 am the living bread that has come down from heaven. 1 

anyone eat of this bread he shall live forever; and the brea< 
that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.'' 

H The Jews on that account argued with one another 
saying, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" 

54 Jesus therefore said to them, "Amen, amen, I say t< 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man, anc 

55 drink his blood, you shall not have life in you. He whc 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life everlastin! 

56 and I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh ii 
57 food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He who eatl 

my flesh, and drinks my blood, abides in me and I in him. 
58 As the living Father has sent me, and as I live because ol 

the Father, so he who eats me, he also shall live because 
59 of me. This is the bread that has come down from heaven; 

not as your fathers ate the manna, and died. He who eats 
this bread shall live forever.'' 

60 These things he said when teaching in the synagogue 
at Capharnaum. 

61 Many of his disciples therefore, when they heard thi~. 
62 said, "This is a hard saying. Who can listen to it?" I But 

Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring 

6, 45: Paraphrasing Is 54, 13, Jesus replies: what the prophets 
announc~ was that God would draw men through inward teaching, 
and so direct them to him (Jesus). 

6, 46: The evangelist clarifies, lest v. 45 be misunderstood, that 
God's drawing of men does not imply their immediate vision of 
the Father. 
. 6, 48-59: Jesus offers men his body as a means of participating 
10 the life that he shares with God the Father. 

6, 58: Just as the Father, who has life, sent Jesus and he has life 
because of the Father, so likewise the person who eats Jesus will 
have life because of him. 
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63 at this, uid to them, "Does this scandalize you? What then if 
you should see the Son of Man ascending where he was 

64 before? It is the spirit that gives life; the llesh profits noth· 
ing. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 

6' life. But there are some among you who do not believe." 
For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who it was who should betray him. 

M And he said, "This is why I have said to you, 'No one 
can come to me unless he is enabled to do so by my 

67 Father.' " From this time many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer went about with him. 

68 Jesus therefore said to the Twelve, "Do you also wish 
69 to go away?" Simon Peter therefore answered, "Lord, to 

whom shall we go? Thou hast words of everlasting life, 
70 I and we have come to believe and to know that thou art 

the Christ, the Son of God." 
11 Jesus answered them, "Have I not chosen you, the 
72 Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil." Now he was speaking 

of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon; for he it was, though 
one of the Twelve, who would betray him. 

3 

7 
1 Jesus Goes Secretly to the Feast of Tabernacles Now 

after these things Jesus went about in Galilee, for he did not 
wish to go about in Judea because the Jews were seeking to 

2 put him to death. Now the Jewish feast of. Tabernacles was 
3 at hand. His brethren therefore said to him, "Leave here and go 

into Judea that thy disciples also may see the works that thou 

6, 63: Jesus points to his future ascension, 
6, 64: The Holy Spirit whom Jesus will send after his ascension 

will ~ive supernatural life in abundance through the Eucharistic 
body of Jesus. The fleih profi11 no1hin?,: the material bread, e.g., 
lhe manna in the desert, will not give supernatural life. The wordJ 
... are ,pirit and life: Christ"s doctrine points to the Holy Spirit 
at Penlecost who, after the ascension of Jesus, will give eternal 
supernalural life. 

6, 70: The Chriu, 1he 5011 of God: in Greek, "The Holy One of 
God." A title that is equivalent to Messia . 
. 7, I: /lfter 1he1e 1hi11v: this phrase, used seven more times, and 
its synonymous phrase, "after this," used four times, are transitional 
µhrases netween narratives having no temporal indication. The /ew1: 
Ste I, 19 n. 

7, 2: FeaJI of Tabernacle1: this was the most popular of Jewish 
ft""Jsts. See Lv 23, 34 n. 

7, 3: Hi1 brethren: the Greek word adelphoi may here, according 
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4 dost; I for no one does a thing in secret if he wants to l 
publicly known. If thou dost these things, manifest thyse1 

' to the world." For not even his brethren believed in him. 
6 Jesus therefore said to them, "My time has not yet como 
7 but your time is always at hand. The world cannot hate ym 

but it hates me because I bear witness concerning it, tha 
B its works are evil. As for you, go up to the feast, but I d 

not go up to this feast, for my time is not yet fulfilled." 
9 When he had said these things he stayed on in Galilet 

10 But as soon as his brethren had gone up to the feast, the1 
he also went up, not publicly, but as it were privately. 

11 The Jews therefore were looking for him at the fensl 
12 and were saying, "Where is he?" I And there was mucl 

whispered comment among the crowd concerning him. Fo 
some were saying, "He is a good man." But others we[J 

n saying, "No, rather he seduces the crowd.'' Yet for fear o 
the Jews no one spoke openly of him. 

14 When, however, the feast was already half over, Jesw 
1' went up into the temple and began to teach. And the Jew: 

marvelled, saying, "How does this man come by learning 
since he has not studied?" 

16 The Source of Christ's Teachings Jesus answered then 
and said, "My teaching is not my own, but his who sent me 

17 If anyone desires to do his will, he will know of the tead1ini 
whether it is from God, or whether I speak on my ow1 

18 authority. He who speaks on his own authority seeks hi 
own glory. But he who seeks the glory of the one who sen 

19 him is truthful, and there is no injustice in him. Did no 
Moses give you the Law, and none of you observes the Law1 

to the context, be interpreted in the wide sense of relatives (see M 
13, 55-56 n). 

7, 6: The time for death, resurrection, and ascension has no 
yet arrived, but they can go to Jerusalem any time since thei 
visit would have no important consequences. 

7, 7: I bear wi111eu co11cerrii11f!, ii: I testify against it 
7, 8: My lime iJ 1101 yel fulfilled: my time has not yet arrived. 
7, 10: One explanation of the apparent contradiction betweei 

vv. 8 and 10 is that Jesus refused the worldly advice of his relatives 
for he had intended to go at the time appointed by his Father ( se. 
7, 6 n.). 

7, 15: Jesus, an apparent layman, provoked astonishment, becaUS< 
only those who had studied under a teacher preached in the tempi• 
area. 

7. 18: His lack of self-interest and his complete dedication 11 
Goel" s glory should be convincing proof that the teaching of J csu 
is true. lnius1ice: insincerity. 
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20 Why do you seek to put me to death?" The crowd answered 
and said, "Thou hast a devil. Who seeks to put thee to 
death?" 

21 Jesus answered and said to them, "One work I did and 
22 you all wonder. For this reason Moses gave you the circum

cision"-not that it is from Moses, but from the father1>--
23 "and on a Sabbath you circumcise a man. If a man receives 

circumcision on a Sabbath, that the Law of Moses may not 
be broken, are you indignant with me because I made a 

24 whole man well on a Sabbath? Judge not by appearances 
but give just judgment." 

25 Christ's Origin Some therefore of the people of Jerusalem 
26 were saying, "Is not this the man they seek to kill? And 

behold, he speaks openly and they say nothing to him. Can 
it he that the rulers have really come to know that this is 

27 the Christ? Yet we know where this man is from; but when 
the Christ comes, no one will know where he is from." 

28 Jesus therefore, while teaching in the temple, cried out 
and said, "You both know me, and know where I am from. 
Yet I have not come of myself, but he is true who has 

29 sent me, whom you do not know. I know him because I am 
from him, and he has sent me." 

30 They wanted therefore to seize him, but no one laid 

7 20: Thou hast a devil: a preferable translation is: "You are 
mad." In Jn's Gospel there is no mention that Jesus is formally 
accused of curing through Beelzebub, nor are thtre any accounts of 
his exorcisms. 

7, 21: One work: v. 23 identifies this work as the cure of the 
man at the pool ( ~, 1-18). For this reason: a better phrasing is: 
". . . you all wonder for this reason. Moses, . . . " 

7, 22: Centuries before Moses, Abraham inaugurated circumcision 
(see Gn 17, 23·27 n). 

7, 23: Since the Mosaic Law required that a child be circumcised 
on the ei~hth day (Lv 12, 3), all male children born on a Sabbath 
were < i rcumcised on the following Sabbath, in spite of the Sabbath 
r .... t. Therefore Jesus asks (v. 23) why they blame him for curing 
on the Sabbath? 

7. 24: fudl',e not by appearance: do not judge the cure on the 
Sabbath superficially, according only to the appearance of breaking 
the Mosaic I.aw of the Sabbath rest. 

7, 27: People knew that Jesus came from Nazareth (1, 46). Yet 
they were puzzled because, according to one current opinion, no one 
would know where the Messia ("the Christ") was to come from even 
after he will have become known as the true Messia. 

7, 28: Bui he is true who has sen/ me: a clearer translation may be: 
"but there is really One (the Father) who sent me." 

7, 30: His hour: see 2, 4 n. 
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31 hands on him because his hour had not yet come. Many of 
the people, however, believed in him, and they kept say
ing, "When the Christ comes will he work more signs than 

32 this man works?" The Pharisees heard the crowd whisper
ing these things about him, and the rulers and Pharisees 
sent attendants to seize him. 

33 Jesus then said, "Yet a little while I am with you and 
34 then I go to him who sent me. You will seek me anJ 

will not find me; and where I am you cannot come." 
35 The Jews therefore said among themselves, "Where is he 

going that we shall not find him? Will he go to those 
36 dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? What 

is this statement that he has made, 'You will seek me and 
will not find me, and where I am you cannot come'?" 

37 Now on the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stooJ 
and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirst, let him come to me 

38 and drink. He who believes in me, as the Scripture says, 
'From within him there shall flow rivers of living water.' " 

39 He said this, however, of the Spirit whom they who be
lieved in him were to receive; for the Spirit had not yet 
been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

40 Some of the crowd, therefore, when they had heard 
41 these words, said, "This is truly the Prophet.'' I Others 

7, 31: Jn mentions six times in his Gospel that many believed in 
Jesus. 

7, 32: Attendants: the police force of the temple was sent to 
arrest Jesus. 

7, 33: A little while: this phrase will be repeated several times. It 
is part of the evangelist's way of saying that Jesus will not simply die, 
but he will go to his Father at a time fixed by him. 

7, 35: The Jewish leaders wonder whether Jesus will go to teach 
the Jews who were living among the pagans outside of Palestine "' 
well as the pagans themselves. This may be a characteristic example 
of Jn's iro,nical statements. He has the Jewish leaders and others 
make sarcastic remarks, or at least understatements which are more 
significant than the speakers realize. In this example, Christ, through 
his missionaries, would later go to the Jews abroad and to the 
pagans. Those ironical statements differ from statements of misunder
standing (see 3, 4 n). 

7, 38: Recent studies show that the better punctuation in the 
Greek is as follows: "If anyone thirst, let him come to me; anJ 
let him drink who believes in me. As the Scripture says, 'From 
within him there shall flow rivers of living water.' " From Christ 
("him") shall flow the living waters of baptism, from the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost onward till and after Christ's ascen
sion (see v. 39). This is probably the most exact text in scriptme 
to be quoted for the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

7, 40: The Prophet: see 1, 21 n. 
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42 said, "This is the Christ." Some, however, said, I "Can the 
Christ come from Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that 
it is of the offspring of David, and from Bethlehem, the 
village where David lived, that the Christ is to come?" 

0 So there arose a division among the crowd because of him. 
44 And some of them wanted to seize him, but no one laid 

hands on him. 
4' The attendants therefore came to the chief priests and 

Pharisees; and these said to them, "Why have you not 
46 brought him?" The attendants answered, "Never has man 
47 spoken as this man." The Pharisees then answered them, 
48 "Have you also been led astray? I Has any one of the rulers 
49 believed in him, or any of the Pharisees? But this crowd, 

which does not know the Law, is accursed." 
'o Nicodemus, he who had come to him at night, who was 
'1 one of them, said to them, "Does our Law judge a man 

unless it first give him a hearing, and know what he does?" 
'2 They answered and said to him, "Art thou also a Galilean? 

Search the Scriptures and see that out of Galilee arises no 
prophet." 

'3 And they returned each one to his own house. 

8 
1 The Adulteress But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
2 And at daybreak he came again into the temple, and all the 

people came to him; and sitting down he began to teach 
them. 

3 Now the Scribes and Pharisees brought a woman caught 
4 in adultery, and setting her in the midst, I said to him, "Mas-

7, 42: Some of the people did not know that Jesus was truly born 
In Bethlehem and was brought up in Galilee (see Mi 5, I n). 

7. 4 3: The controversial aspect of dividing men for and against 
Jesus because of what he says is brought to the fore in 9, 16 and 39; 
10, 19. 

7, 50: Nicodem111: see 3, lff. 
7, 52: There is no statement, biblical or otherwise, to the effect 

that no prophet was to come from Galilee. · 
7, 5 3-8, 11: Catholic scholars consider this as a part of the 

inspired writing, and as a part of the original Greek text of the New 
Testament. They dispute, however, whether it is by the same author 
who has written the rest of the Gospel and whether it is in the right 
place within this Gospel, or whether it belongs to another Gospel, 
perhaps that of lk whose style resembles the style of this passage. 
Several textual critics believe it was placed here because of "I judge no 
one" in 8. 15. 
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' ter, this woman bas just now been caught in adultery. And 
in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such persons 

6 What, therefore, dost thou say?" I Now they were sayin~ 
this to test him, in order that they might be able to accus( 
him. But Jesus, stooping down, began to write with his 
finger on the ground. 

7 But when they continued asking him, he raised him-
self and said to them, "'Let him who is without sin among 

e you be the first to cast a stone at her." And again stooping 
9 down, he began to write on the ground. But hearing this, 

they went away, one by one, beginning with the eldest. And 
Jesus remained alone, with the woman standing in the midst. 

10 And Jesus, raising himself, said to her, "Woman, where 
11 are they? Has no one condemmed thee?" She said, "No 

one, Lord." Then Jesus said, "Neither will I condemn thee. 
Go thy way, and from now on sin no more." 

12 The Light of the World Again, therefore, Jesus spoke 
to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who 
follows me does not walk in the darkness, but will have the 

13 light of life." The Pharisees therefore said to him, "Thou 
hearest witness to thyself. Thy witness is not true." 

14 Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I bear wit-
ness to myself, my witness is true, because I know where 
I came from and where I go. But you do not know where 

8, 5: Lv 20, 10 and Dt 22, 22 legislate the death penalty f1•r 
both parties if the woman was married. (The manner of death was 
not specified.) If the man committed adultery with a virgin, the 
girl was to be stoned (Dt 22, 23f). Several commentators believe 
that the case described here belongs to the latter category. 

8, 6-8: Besides this, there is no other instance recorded in the 
New Testament that Jesus ever wrote anything. Most scholars do r1t1t 
believe that the writing with his lingers on the ground has any parti
cular significance other than to show his lack of interest in thci r 
accusations. Commentators do not follow St. Jerome's opinion thJt 
Jesus scribbled the sins of his accusers. 

8, 12·59: These verses continue the controversy where ch. 7 left 
off. Christ's person and authority are contested. 

8, 12: I am the liY.ht of the world: according to more probable 
opinions, Jesus took the idea of this comparison from the sun or 
from one of the Old Testament texts ("A light to the nations," see 
Is 49, 6 n). The liY.ht of life: Jesus asserts himself as the enlight
ening revealer of God and savior of all men. "He who follows me" 
means the believer in Jesus whom he will lead out of the "darkness"' 
of death to "the light of life" (see 1, 8-9). 

8, 13: They say: Jesus is witness to his own cause; his testimony 
cannot be verified. 
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U I came from or where I go. You judge according to the 
16 flesh; I judge no one. And even if I do judge, my judgment 

is true, because I am not alone, but with me is he who sent 
17 me, the Father. And in your Law it is written that the wit-
18 ness of two persons is true. It is I who bear witness to my· 

self, and he who sent me, the Father, bears witness to me." 
19 They therefore said to him, "Where is thy father?" 

Jesus answered, "You know neither me nor my Father. If 
you knew me, you would then know my Father also." 

20 Jesus spoke these words in the treasury, while teaching 
in the temple. And no one seized him, because his hour 
had not yet come. 

21 The Son of God Again, therefore, Jesus said to them, "I 
go, and you will seek me, and in your sin you will die. 

22 Where I go you cannot come." The Jews therefore kept 
saying, "Will he kill himself, since he says, 'Where I go 
you cannot come'?" 

H And he said to them, "You are from below, I am from 
above. You are of this world, I am not of this world. 

24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for 
if you do not believe that I am he, you will die in your sin." 

8, I 5: Accord in/!, lo 1h, flesh: according to worldly standards. 
8, 17: A reference to Dt 17, 6. 
H, IA: 11 iJ I: this saying and "I am" in vv. 23-24 and 28 may be 

classified as an "] saying" but without the symbolic predicate (see 6, 
35 n). Jesus is not strictly applying the Mosaic .Law which requires 
two witnesses since the one witness, God the Father, should sllflice, 
See 5, 31-32 for the same two witnesses. 

8, 19: Pretending not to understand that Jesus means God the 
Father, they ask where his father is. 

8, 20: Treasury ... temple: since the public was not allowed in 
the treasury room of the temple, Jesus was probably teaching in the 
nearby court of the women where men were also allowed. His hour: 
see 2, 4 n. 

R, 21: I /!,O: to the Father. And you will seek me: after his return 
to the Father through his ascension, they will seek Jesus in the person 
of another Messia who will not be able to save men from sin and 
eternal death. 

8, 22: The evan8elist may sometimes be using the technique of an 
ironical statement (see 7, 35 n), or a statement of misunderstandin,11 
(see4, II n) or both. 

A. 24: These words of Jesus apparently mean: if they refuse 
culpably to believe in who he is, they will die in sin. Thai I am he: 
Jesus wants to be believed as the one and only savior sent by God 
to reveal him. Many experts believe that Christ's repetition of the 
formula "[ nm" (8, vv. 18, 23, 28; 13, 19) is the evangelist's 
allusion to Old Testament texts in which Yahweh with "I am" asserts 
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25 They therefore said to him, "Who art thou?" Jesus said 
26 to them, "Why do I speak to you at all! I have many 

things to speak and to judge concerning you; but he who 
sent me is true, and the things that I heard from him, 

27 these I speak in the world." And they did not understand 
that he was speaking to them about the Father. 

28 Jesus therefore said to them, "When you have lifted 
up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and 
that of myself I do nothing: but that I preach only what 

29 the Father has taught me. And he who sent me is with 
me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the 

30 things that are pleasing to him." When he was speaking 
these things, many believed in him. 

31 The Children of Abraham Jesus therefore said to the 
Jews who had come to believe in him, "If you abide in my 

32 word, you shall be my disciples indeed, I and you shall 
33 know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." They 

answered him, "We are the children of Abraham, and we 
have never yet been slaves to anyone. How sayest thou, 
'You shall be free'?" 

34 Jesus answered them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, every-
3~ one who commits sin is a slave of sin. But the slave does 

not abide in the house forever; the son abides there forever. 
36 If there fore the Son makes you free, you will be free 

he is the only God (Is 43, lOf; Dt 32, 39). See the "I sayings" 
with predicates, e.g., "I am the bread of life" (6, 35 n). 

8, 26: Why do I Jpeak to you at all: one of several other readings 
of this phrase is "What I have been telling you from the beginning." 

8, 28: I am he: see 8, 24 n. 
8, 31: Jesus insists on loyalty as a requirement for being his 

disciples since he knows that the Jews' belief in him is resting only 
on the enthusiasm of the moment. 

8, 32: The freedom will come from adherence to the teaching of 
Jesus on revelation (see 1, 14 n), by which man will be redeemed 
from slavery to sin in which he lived since his fall ( v. 34). Con
sequently, freedom here does not mean political, social, nor even 
philosophical freedom, regardless how philosophical freedom is 
defined. 

8, 33: The Jews do not deny their political subjection to the 
Romans; but they deny to be in a state of interior subjection to any 
foreign power. This kind of "spiritual" liberty derives from being 
descendants of Abraham. See 3, 4 n on statements of misunderstanding. 

8, 35-36: One probable explanation of the obscure connection 
between these two verses is: if you want a permanent abode in the 
Christian assembly, change from slaves of sin to free sons of God. 
("The Son" is Jesus whQ makes men free just as the Father does 
because the Son is also di'lfne.) 
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l7 indeed. I I know that you are the children of Abraham; but 
you seek to kill me because my word takes no hold among 

~B you. I speak what I have seen with the Father; and you do 
what you have seen with your father." 

w They answered and said to him, "Abraham is our 
father." Jesus said to them, "If you are the children of 

10 Abraham, do the works of Abraham. But as it is, you are 
seeking to kill me, one who has spoken the truth to you 
which I have heard from God. That is not what Abraham 

41 did. I You are doing the works of your father." They there
fore said to him, "We have not been born of fornication; 
we have one Father, God." 

42 Jesus therefore said to them, "If God were your Father, 
you would surely love me. For from God I came forth and 
have come; for neither have I come of myself, but he sent 

H me. I Why do you not understand my speech? Because 
44 you cannot listen to my word. The father from whom 

you are is the devil, and the desires of your father it is 
your will to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and has not stood in the truth because there is no truth 
in him. When he tells a lie he speaks from his very nature, 

4' for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I speak 
46 the truth you do not believe me. Which of you can convict 

me of sin? If I speak the truth, why do you not believe 
47 me? He who is of God hears the words of God. The reason 

why you do not hear is that you are not of God." 

8, 37: Jesus admits that they are racially descended from Abraham. 
The rest of the verse is loosely connected with the preceding part 
of the verse. 

8, 38: A clearer translation may be: "'I say in words what I 
saw in my Father's presence; and you say in action what you 
learned from your father"' (the devil, according to v. 44). 

R, 39: Do the works of Abraham: see Lk 3, 8 for the Baptist's 
saying that repentance is more important than physical descent from 
Abraham. 

8, 41: Your father: the devil, according to v. 44. We have '101 hem 
bom of fornication: this is emphatic in the Greek. The implication is 
that Jesus was born thus. There is a possible example of the evange
lisf s irony here in making the critics of Jesus unknowingly refer to 
his coming from no human agent but from God as stated in 1, 13. 
We have one Father, God: the critics of Jesus now put aside the 
descent from Abraham and speak of the spiritual descent from God . 

. R'. 42: It is characteristic of the evangelist to emphasize that the 
m1ss10n of Jesus on earth was willed by the Father. 

B, 44: He was a murderer from the beginning: inasmuch as the 
devil tempted Adam (Gn ch. 3) so that he Jost immortality, the 
devil can be called a murderer. 

8, 46-47: A summary of the preceding arguments of Jesus. 
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48 Christ and Abraham The Jews therefore in answer saic 
to him, "Are we not right in saying that thou art a Samaritan 

49 and hast a devil?" Jesus answered, "I have not a devil, but I 

50 honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not sed 
my own glory; there is one who seeks and who judges 

SI Amen, amen, I say to you, if anyone keep my word, he wil. 
never see death.'' 

52 The Jews therefore said, "Now we know that thou hasl 
a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets, and thou 
sayest, 'If anyone keep my word he will never taste death. 

H Art thou greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? 
And the prophets are dead. Whom dost thou make thyself>'' 

S4 Jesus answered, "If I glorify myself, my glory is noth· 
ing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say thal 

55 he is your God. And you do not know him, but I know him. 
And if I say that I do not know him, I shall be like you, 

56 a liar. But I know him, and I keep his word. I Abraham 
your father rejoiced that he was to see my day. He saw it 

57 and was glad." The Jews therefore said to him, "Thou 
art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?" 

58 Jesus said to them. "Amen, amen, I say to you, befort 
59 Abraham came to be, I am." They therefore took up stonc:s 

to cast at him; but Jesus hid himself, and went out from the 
temple. 

8, 48-49: HaJt a devil ... I have not a del'il: this means: you 
are mad ... I am not mad (see 7, 20 n). A Samaritan: an insult to 
a Jew because of the mutual hatred between Samaritans and Jews. 

8, 50: The evangelist emphasizes that Jesus came for the glory of 
his Father. There is one u·ho seeks: in Greek, '"there is one who 
seeks it" The Father wants his Son to receive glory (see v. 54). 

8, 51: Amen, amen: see 1, 51 n. Jesus promises eternal life to those 
who believe in him. 

8, 52: The critics of Jesus understand preservation from physi··,( 
death. 

8, 56: AMaham ... reioiced .•• to see my day ... waJ ~lad: 
many modem Catholic commentators understand this verse to refer 
to Gn 17, 17 wherein Abraham "laughs'" (or "rejoices," according 
to a Jewish interpretation reflected here by Jesus) at God's promise 
of .a son. In the long view, and unknown to Abraham, Jesus was the 
ultimate cause for the patriarch"s rejoicing, for he (Jesus) is 
Abraham"s spiritual son. 

8, 58: I am: Jesus equates himself with the eternal God (see Ex 
3, ~4. His critics understood his wor~s as blasphemy and began 
casting stones (the penalty according to Lv 24, 16). 

8, 59: Je1u1 hid himself: not miraculously. 
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9 
1 The Man Born Blind And as he was passing by, he saw 
2 a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, 

"Rabbi, who has sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
' should be born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither has this man 

sinned, nor his parents, but the works of God were to be 
4 made manifest in him. I must do the works of him who sent 

me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
' As loog as I am in the world I am the light of the world." 
6 When he had said these things, he spat on the ground 

and made clay with the spittle, and spread the clay over his 
7 eyes, I and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloe 

(which is interpreted 'sent')." So he went away, and 
e washed, and returned seeing. The neighbors therefore and 

they who were wont to see him before as a beggar, began 
saying, "Is not this he who used to sit and beg?" Some 

9 said, "It is he," But others said, "By no means, he only re
sembles him." Yet the man declared, "I am he." 

10 They therefore said to him, "How were thy eyes opened?" 
11 He answered, "The man who is called Jesus made clay 

and anointed my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to the pool of 
Siloe and wash.' And I went and washed, and I see.'' 

12 I And they said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not 
know." 

9, 2: The question reflects the common Old Testament belief that 
each and every illness is a sign of a specific sin. J~us does not deny 
that at times a specific illness is caused by a specific sin, nor does 
he deny the connection in general between sin and suffering. 

9, 3: The u10,.ks of God: the miracle about to be performed. 
9, 4: Jesus says metaphorically that he must perform his ministry 

during the time allotted him by the Father. 
9. ~: The following miracle will be a sign of the truth of "I am 

the light of the world," the spiritual light for all men (see 8, 12 n). 
9, 6· 7: Although there is no direct parallel to this cure in the 

synoptics, see a similar cure in Mk 8, 22-26. 
9, 7: Jn exploits the meaning of the pool, "sent." Jesus is called 

"the one sent" forty times in the fourth Gospel. Here the meaning is: 
just as Jesus is sent by the Father to cure, so the pool is "sent" 
hy our Lord to cure the blind man. Jn wants to teach that just 
es the temple exhausts its full significance in Jesus, so the meaning of 
the pool exhausts its full significance in Jesus. See Is 8, 6 n. The notion 
of sending plays a large role in the fourth Gospel. Some interpreters 
who hold as prohable that John presents the miracle of the blind 
man's cure as a symbol of Sacramental baptism (see 4, 13-14 n on the 
Christian meaning) point out similarities to baptism as described in 
3, 3-7, and to the repetition of "blind from birth" in vv. 1. 20, 32. 
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13 They took him who had been blind to the Pharisee 
14 Now it was a Sabbath on which Jesus made the clay an 
n opened his eyes. Again, therefore, the Pharisees asked hir 

how he received his sight. But he said to them, "He pt 
clay upon my eyes, and I washed, and I see." 

16 Therefore some of the Pharisees said, "This man i 
not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." Bu 
others said, "How can a man who is a sinner work thes 

17 signs?" And there was a division among them. I Agai1 
therefore they said to the blind man, "What dost thou sa 
of him who opened thy eyes?" But he said, "He is a prophet.' 

18 The Jews therefore did not believe of him that he ha, 
been blind and had got his sight, until they called th1 

19 parents of the one who had gained his sight, I and qucs 
tioned them, saying, "Is this your son, of whom you sa~ 

20 that he was born blind? How then does he now see?" Hi: 
parents answered them and said, "We know that this is ou1 

21 son, and that he was born blind; I but how he now sees we 
do not know, or who opened his eyes we ourselves do nol 
know. Ask him; he is of age, let him speak for himself.' 

22 These things his parents said because they feared the Jews. 
For already the Jews had agreed that if anyone were to con· 
fess him to be the Christ, he should be put out of the syna· 

2~ gogue. This is why his parents said, "He is of age; question 
him." 

24 They therefore called a second time the man who had 
been blind, and said to him, "Give glory to God! We our· 

2, selves know that this man is a sinner." He therefore said, 
"Whether he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do 

26 know, that whereas I was blind, now I see." They therefore 
said to him, "What did he do to thee? How did he op~n 

27 thy eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already, and 

9, 16: The dilemma is: Jesus is a sinner because he broke the 
Sabbath by curing; but a sinner cannot perform a cure. 

9, 22: The Jews: see I, 19 n. Pul out of the syna/!,O/!,ue: disobedient 
Jews were excluded from the synagogue for three thirty-day perioJs. 
The impenitent person was then "banned" but not from participation 
in religious community practices. In fact, the purpose of all these 
penalties of exclusion was to lead the person back to the synagogue. 
Hence, because Jn uses here a Greek word not found in the Greek Old 
Testament, and used in the New Testament only in 12, 42; 16, 2, 
some scholars believe that the evangelist refers to the "Heretic 
Benediction" of 85-90 A.D. which excluded from the synagogue Jews 
who became Christians. 
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you have heard. Why would you hear again? Would you 
2R also become hill disciples?" They heaped abuse on him 

therefore, and said, "Thou art his disciple, but we are dis-
79 ciples of Moses. We know that God spoke to Moses; but 
iu as for this man, we do not know where he is from." In 

answer the man said to them, "Why, herein is the marvel, 
that you do not know where he is from, and yet he opened 

•1 rny eyes. Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but 
if anyone is a worshipper of God, and does his will, him 

32 he hears. Not from the beginning of the world has it been 
l~ heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If 
l4 this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They 

answered and said to him, "Thou wast altogether born in 
sins, and dost thou teach us?" And they turned him out. 

l, Jesus heard that they had turned him out, and when he 
had found him, said to him, "Dost thou believe in the 

36 Son of God?" He answered and said, "Who is he, Lord, 
H that I may believe in him?" And Jesus said to him, "Thou 

hast both seen him, and he it is who speaks with thee." 
38 / And he said, "I believe, Lord." And falling down, he 

worshipped him. 
39 And Jesus said, "For judgment have I come into this 

world, that they who do not see may see, and they who see 
~o may become blind." And some of the Pharisees who were 

with him heard this, and they said to him, "Are we also 
~1 blin<l?" Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would 

not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin 
remains.'' 

9, 32: Nol from the beginnin11 of the world: probably a Semitic 
C'xpression for "never." 

9, 35: Son of God: the better reading in the Greek is, "Son of 
Man" (see Mt B, 20 n). 

9, 3 7: The man received physical and spiritual light. 
9, 38: Worihipped: reverenced. Just as the Samaritan woman 

p,rew in her appraisal of Jesus (see 4, 42 n), so does the blind man. 
Inv. II, our Lord is "the man ... Jesus." Inv. 17, "a prophet." 
In v. 38, "Lor<l" or Messia (according to ~. 35). 

9, 3.9: Thal they who do not Jee may ue: Jesus came so that the 
we!!·d1sposed may see his message spiritually, and that "they who 
see independently of him such as the Pharisees ( v. 40), "may become 
l>l1nd" and then see spiritually. 

9, ~I: Are we a/10 blind?: for the evangelist's use of ironical state
ments see 7, 3 5 n. If you were blind ... no/ have Jin: if they would 
at least admit being spiritually blind, yet seek his li~ht. 
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10 
1 The Good Shepherd "Amen, amen, I say to you, hew 

enters not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbs 
2 another way, is a thief and a robber. But he who entc 
3 by the door is shepherd of the sheep. To this man t 

gatekeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he ca 
4 his own sheep by name and leads them forth. And when 

has let out his own sheep, he goes before them; and t~ 
5 sheep follow him because they know bis voice. But 

stranger they will not follow, but will flee from him, b 
cause they do not know the voice of strangers." 

6 This parable Jesus spoke to them, but they did n' 
understand what he was saying to them. 

7 Again, therefore, Jesus said to them, "Amen, amen, 
8 say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All whoever ha\ 

come are thieves and robbers; but the sheep have not hear 
9 them. I I am the door. If anyone enter by me he shall b 

10, 1-21: In spite of the evangelist"s use of the Greek word fc 
parable in v. 6, scholars dispute whether this passage is a parabl• 
an allegory, or a symbolic discourse (a juxtaposition of symbol 
and non-metaphorical statements). In general the parabolic interpn 
talion explains that the door is Jesus; the flock means his chose 
ones; the thieves and robbers are those who work against the salva 
tion of the flock. The other two opinions would admit this genera 
explanation, but the allegorical interpretation attributes more mean 
ings to other details (see 10, 8 n and 10, 9-10 n). 

10, 1-10: The narrative evokes the familiar Palestinian life am 
customs of shepherds. A watchman guarded a low-walled enclosun 
with a central gate. The shepherds passed the night in their indivi 
dual family tents. In the morning each shepherd came to the gate 01 
the enclosure to call his flock and lead it to pasture. 

10, 3: Cal/J ... by name: by means of a shout or noise recognizable 
to the shepherd· s own flock. 

10, 6: They: refers most probably to the Pharisees mentioned in v. 
40. 

10, 7ff: The explanation of vv. 1-5. 
10, 7: The door: Jesus. 
10, 8: All whoever hatJe 'ome: the Greek text adds "before me." 

T hiet1eJ and robber1: the Pharisees, according to the allegorical 
interpretation. 

10, 9· 10: The tendency among allegorical interpreters is to saJ 
that the door symbolizes Jesus under two aspects. First: the door, 
which allows the shepherds to enter, signifies Jesus who appoints 
shepherds as leaders of his people. (The "'parabolic" interpreters do 
not admit this allegorical aspect. One reason may be that it would 
seem to mean the same as the gatekeeper in v. 3). Secondly: the door 
through which the sheep pass, signi.Jies those who will be saved and 
receive '"life"" everlasting ( v. 10). 
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10 safe, and shall go in and out, and shall find pastures. The 
thief comes only to steal, and slay, and destroy. I came that 
they may have life, and have it more abundantly. 

11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
12 his life for his sheep. But the hireling, who is not a shep

herd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf com
ing and leaves the sheep and flees. And the wolf snatches 

n and scatters the sheep; I but the hireling flees because he is a 
hireling, and has no concern for the sheep. 

14 "I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine 
1l know me, I even as the Father knows me and I know the 
16 Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep. And other 

sheep I have that are not of this fold. Them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one 

17 fold and one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, 
JR because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No 

one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have 
the power to lay it down, and I have the power to take it up 
again. Such is the command I have received from my Father." 

19 Again there arose a division among the Jews because 
20 of these words. Many of them were saying, "He has a 
21 devil and is mad. Why do you listen to him?" Others 

were saying, "These are not the words of one who has a 
devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?" 

22 At the Feast of the Dedication Now there took place at 
Jerusalem the feast of the Dedication; and it was winter. 

2l And Jesus was walking in the temple, in ~olomon's portico. 
24 The Jews therefore gathered round him, and said to him, 

"How long dost thou keep us in suspense? If thou art the 
Christ, tell us openly." 

10, 10: Life: see 1, 4 n. 
10, 11: I am: see 8, 24 n. The f,ood shepherd: there are copious 

f?ld Testament texts describing God as the shepherd (see Is 40, 11). 
1 he mct"phor of the shepherd conveys the idea of mutual knowledge 
•nd love between him and his flock (v. 14) in contrast to the hireling. 
The shepherd is "'good"' to the point of voluntary death, if necessary. 

10. 16: Other Jheep ... 11ot of thi1 fold: refers to the non
believing Jews and to the Gentiles. As an example of reference to the 
Gentiles see 12, 20. 1 m111t bri11f,: I must lead. One fold: in Greek, 
"one flock." The meaning remains the same. 

10, 20: Diaholical possession and insanity were closely associated. 
10, 22: The feaJI of the DedicrJtio11: see 1 Mc 4, 59 n. 
10. 2': /11 Solomo11'1 portico: see The Temple of Herod, p. 44. 

Jesus m"y hove been walking in this covered walk instead of in the 
>pen courts because "it was winter" (v. 22). 
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2' Jesus answered them, "I tell you and you do not believ 
The works that I do in the name of my Father, these be 

26 witness concerning me. But you do not believe becau 
21 you are not of my sheep. My sheep hear my voice, ar 
28 I know them and they follow me. And I give them eve 

lasting life; and they shall never perish, neither shall anyor 
29 snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has gin 

me is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch an• 
30 thing out of the hand of my Father. I and the Father a1 

one." 
31.32 The Jews therefore took up stones to stone him. Jesll 

answered them, "Many good works have I shown you frnr 
my Father. For which of these works do you stone me1 

33 The Jews answered him, "Not for a good work do w 
stone thee, but for blasphemy, and because thou, being 
man, makest thyself God." 

34 Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 
said you are gods'? 

3' "If he called them gods to whom the word of God wa 
36 addressed (and the Scripture cannot be broken), I do you Sa'. 

of him whom the Father has made holy and sent into th< 
world, 'Thou blasphemest,' because I said, 'I am the Sur 

37 of God'? If I do not perform the works of my Father, de 
38 not believe me. But if I do perform them, and if you m 

not willing to believe me, believe the works, that you m.q 
know and believe that the Father is in me and I in th1 
Father." 

39 They sought therefore to seize him; and he went forth 
out of their hands. 

10, 29: What ..• is K•ealer than all: one of several other acc~l't· 
able readings of the Greek is: "My Father who has given them to 
me is greater than all," that is, greater than all the opposing pow1·rs 
in the world that would want to take Chrisfs followers away from 111111. 

10, 30: I and the Father are one: in the broader biblical sen'e 
of 5, 19f; 8, 16; 10, 15; the immediate meaning of this unity is to 
will and to do the same things. Even though the Jews did not 
understand in scholastic categories the existence of a metaphysic•! 
unity of two natures (human and divine) in one divine person, they 
understood, as v. 33 testifies, in in equivalent way. 

10, 34-36: If the psalmist calls the judges godlike (see Ps 81, 6 n) 
because they represent God in administering his law, why do onr 
Lord's critics call a blasphemer him "whom the Father has made 
holy and sent into the world"' when he says, ··1 am the Son of Go<l"? 

10, 39: Thus far this is at least the fourth unsuccessful attempt 
to arrest Jesus. 
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4o /esus in Perea And again he went away beyond the Jordan, 
to the place where John was at first baptizing; and there he 

41 stayed. And many came to him; and they were saying, "John 
42 indeed worked no sign. All things, however, that John said 

of this man were true." And many believed in him. 

,, 
1 The Raising of Lazarus Now a certain man was sick, 

Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2 Now it was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and 

wiped his feet dry with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
3 was sick. The sisters therefore sent to him, saiyng, "'Lord 

behold, he whom thou lovest is sick." 
4 But when Jesus heard this, he said to them, "'This sick-

ness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that 
' through it the Son of God may be glorified." Now Jesus 
6 loved Martha and her sister Mary, and Lazarus. So when 

he heard that he was sick, he remained two more days in 
7 the same place. Then afterwards he said to his disciples, 

"'Let us go again into Judea." 
e The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, just now the Jews 

were seeking to stone thee; and dost thou go there again?" 
9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If 

a man walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he 

10, 40: Jesus departs from Jerusalem to "Bethany beyond the 
Jordan'" (I, 28) where the Baptist first testified that Jesus was the 
Messia. 

10, 41: No 1ig'1: no miracle. 
11, I: Lazar111 .•• Mary ... Marlha: the evangelist mentions them 

here for the first time. Lk Rives an account on Mary and Martha (Lk 
10, 38-42) and mentions a fictitious Lazarus in a parable (Lk 16, 
201f). 

11, 3: The sisters called for Jesus before Lazarus died. 
11, 4a: Apparently throul!h his infused knowled)!e, Jesus knows the 

outcome because Lazarus will not remain dead. See "Christ's Knowl
ed!!e" in the Introduction to the Gospels. 

II, ~-6: Either Jesus delayed two days to stress the fact of the 
<lea th of Lazarus, or to show that his acts were dictated by God, not 
by his friends. 

11. 8: A reference to 10, 31. 
11, 9-10: Twelve hours ;,, 1he day: twelve hours of daylight. The 

lesson 1s: do God's work while he still gives you the opportunity. 
Because of Jn's previous symbolic use of "hour" as the hour of 
Christ's redeeming death (see 2, 4 n) and of light ("I am the 
light of the world" 8, 12), some experts interpret this to mean that 
the hour of Christ's death will illumine mankind. 
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10 sees the light of this world. But if he walks in the nig 
he stumbles, because the light is not in him." 

11 These things he spoke, and after this he said to the 
"Lazarus, our friend, sleeps. But I go that I may w~ 

12 him from sleep." His disciples therefore said, "Lord, 
13 he sleeps, he will be safe." Now Jesus had spoken of I 

death, but they thought he was speaking of the repose 
14 sleep. So then Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is deJ 
n I and I rejoice on your account that I was not there, that Y' 
16 may believe. But let us go to him." Thomas, who is call 

the Twin, said therefore to his fellow-disciples, "Let us al 
go, that we may die with him." 

17 Jesus therefore came and found him already four da 
18 in the tomb. Now Bethany was close to Jerusalem, so11 
19 fifteen stadia distant. And many of the Jews had con 

to Martha and Mary, to comfort them on account of tht 
20 brother. When, therefore, Martha heard that Jesus was cm 

ing, she went to meet him. But Mary remained at home. 
21 Martha therefore said to Jesus, "Lord, if thou had 
22 been here my brother would not have died. But even now 

know that whatever thou shalt ask of God, God will give 
to thee." 

23.24 Jesus said to her, "Thy brother shall rise." Martt 
said to him, "I know that he will rise at the resurrectior 

2' on the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrectia 
and the life; he who believes in me, even if he die, sha 

11, 11: 14zarus ••• sleeps: see 3, 4 non statements of misunde 
standing. 

11, 14: Jesus knows about the death of Lazarus apparently throu,ll 
his infused knowledge. See "Christ's Knowledge" in the Introductio 
to the Gospels. 

11, 15: In v. 4b the purpose of the miracle is to glorify Goe 
here it is to fortify the faith of the disciples. 

11, 16: Thomas ... lhe Twin: in Hebrew, Thomas means twir 
The remark of Thomas reflects the fear expressed in v. 8 in spite o 
the counter-remarks of Jesus in vv. 9-15. 

11, 18: Some fif1een s1adia: about two miles. 
11, 23: Intentionally vague, Jesus tells Martha that her bmtht 

"shall rise." 
11, 24: Belief in the resurrection was a common Jewish be lid 

See 3, 4 n on statements of misunden;tanding. 
11, 25: And 1he life: textual critics often delete these words ht 

cause they are not found in some Greek manuscripts. The exprei 
sion, "I am the resurrection," is not an abstract definition of his natur 
but means "I give resurrection.'' This purposely ambiguous statemen 
is explained in the rest of vv. 25f. One probable explanation of thi 
obscure passage is: He who believes in Christ, even if he die, shal 
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26 live; I and whoever lives and believes in me, shall never 
21 die. Dost thou believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, 

I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, who 
hast come into the world." 

2e And when she had said this, she went away and quietly 
called Mary her sister, saying, "The Master is here and calls 

29 thee." As soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and came 
~" to him, I for Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was 

still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31 When, therefore, the Jews who were with her in the 

house and were comforting her, saw Mary rise up quickly 
and go out, they followed her, saying. "She is going to 
the tomb to weep there." 

52 When, therefore, Mary came where Jesus was, and 
saw him, she fell at his feet, and said to him, "Lord, if 
thou hadst been here, my brother would not have died." 

H When, therefore, Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
had come with her weeping, he groaned in spirit and was 

H troubled, I and said, "Where have you laid him?" They said 
3,,36 to him, "Lord, come and see." And Jesus wept. The 
37 Jews therefore said, "See how he loved him." But some 

of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind, have caused that this man should not die?" 

38 Jesus therefore, again groaning in himself, came to 
the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone was laid against 

39 it. I Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister 
of him who was dead, said to him, "Lord, by this time he 

4o is already decayed, for he is dead four days." Jesus said to 
her, "Have I not told thee that if thou believe thou shalt 

41 behold the glory of God?" They therefore removed the 
stone. And Jesus, raising his eyes, said, "Father, I give thee 

live (he shall live again spiritually through Christ's redeemin,I! ,l!Cace on 
the cross). 

11, 26: And whoevsr live1 (supernaturally or spiritually) and 
believer in me, 1hall never die (supernaturally or spiritually on earth): 
Jesus does not promise Martha that he will now resurrect Lazarus, 
nor does he speak of the resurrection on the last day, but he comforts 
her with his teaching that true supernatural life never dies. 

11 , 27: Martha acknowledges that Jesus is the Messia ("the 
Christ"). 

11, H: He xroaned in 1piri1 and wa.J troubled: another translation 
may he: "He shuddered interiorly and was profoundly moved." The 
Grttk words express the profound emotions of an,l!er or indi,l!nation 
controlled with much effort. 

11, 38: Again groaning in himself: "again shuddering interiorly." 
11, 39: He i1 already de,ayed: the Greek more literally reads: 

"There is already a stench." 
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42 thanks that thou hast heard me. Yet I knew that thou 
always hearest me; but because of the people who stand 
round, I spoke, that they may believe that thou hast sent 

43 me." When he had said this, he cried out with a loud 
44 voice, "Lazarus, come forth!" And at once he who had 

been dead came forth, bound feet and hands with bandages, 
and his face was tied up with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
"Unbind him, and let him go." 

45 The Council Many therefore of the Jews who had come 
46 to Mary, and had seen what he did, believed in him. But 

some of them went ·away to the Pharisees, and told them 
the things that Jesus had done. 

47 The chief priests and the Pharisees therefore gathered to· 
gether a council, and said, "What are we doing? for this man 

4e _is working many signs. If we let him alone as he is, all will 
, believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away 

both our place and our nation." 
49 But one of them, Caiphas, being high priest that year, said 
50 to them, "You know nothing at all; I nor do you reflect that 

it is expedient for us that one man die for the people, instead 
51 of the whole nation perishing." This, however, he said not of 

himself; but being high priest that year, he prophesied that 
52 Jesus was to die for the nation; I and not only for the nation, 

but that he might gather into one the children of God who 
53 were scattered abroad. So from that day forth their plan was 

to put him to death. 

54 Jesus in Ephrem Jesus therefore no longer went about 

11, 44: Ba11daf{eJ: linen bands. 
11, 47: Whal are we doing? ••• Jif{nJ: the chief priests and the 

Pharisees are not doing anything while Jesus is performing many 
miracles. 

11, 48: This verse may well be a deliberate ironical statement 
characteristic of the evangelist (see 7, 35 n), for the leaders did not 
leave Jesus alone---they crucified him. When Jn wrote the Gospel 
many pagans all over the Mediterranean world did "believe in him" 
and the Romans had already conquered Palestine and destroyed their 
temple ("place"). 

11, 50: It is better for them that Jesus die than to have the nation 
destroyed by the Romans because of an insurgent Messia. However, the 
evangelist kno"•s that Jesus will die to redeem all men from sin. 

11, 51-52: He prophe1ied 1ha1 /eJUJ waJ lo die for the nation: 
Caiphas prophesied unintentionally that Jesus would die not only to 
save the nation from the Romans, but that he would die for the Jewish 
nation and for the Gentiles. 

11, 54: Ephrem: more correctly, Ephraim, a village about fourteen 
miles north of Jerusalem. 
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openly among the Jews, but withdrew to the district near the 
desert, to a town called Ephrem; and there he stayed with 
his disciples. 

" Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand; and many 
from the country went up to Jerusalem before the Passover, 

'6 in order to purify themselves. And they were looking for 
Jesus. And as they stood in the temple they were saying to 
one another, '"What do you think, that he is not coming to 
the feast?" But the chief priests and Pharisees had given 
orders that, if anyone knew where he was, he should report 
it, so that they might seize him. 

12 
I The Anointing at Bethany Jesus therefore, six days before 

the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus, whom Jesus 
2 had raised to life, had died. And they made him a supper 

there; and Martha served, while Lazarus was one of those 
reclining at table with him. 

9 Mary therefore took a pound of ointment, genuine nard of 
great value, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and with her hair 
wiped his feet dry. And the house was filled with the odor 

4 of the ointment. Then one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, he 
' who was about to betray him, said, "Why was this ointment 

not sold for three hundred denarii, and given to the poor?" 
6 Now he said this, not that he cared for the poor, but be

cause he was a thief, and holding the ffurse, used to take 

11, n: To purify 1hemselve1: according t_o Nm 9, 6-13, certain 
ritual purifications had to be carried out before the pilgrims could 
properly celebrate the Passover. 

11, %: Nol comin11. lo the feall?: the pilgrims wondered whether 
Jesus would stay away for fear of bein!! arrested. 

12, 1-R: l'or par, and on the relation between }n's account and Lk 
7, >6-~o. see Mt 26, 6-13 n. 

12, I: Six day1 befor• the Pauover: the Saturday before "Good 
Friday." Mk 14, 1 places this scene on the Wednesday preceding 
"Good Friday.'" There is no adequate explanation of this discrepancy. 
Be1hany where Lazaru1 ... had died: a reference to 11, lff. 

12, 2: Mart ho served: according to Mt 26, 6 and Mk 14, 3 the 
house where the meal was served was that of Simon the leper. 

12, 3: Mary: not Mary Magdalene. See Mk 14, 3 n. 
12, 5: Three hundred de11arii: since a denarius equals a day's 

wa~e for a laborer, three hundred denarii equal the wages for ten 
months. 

12, 6: A 1hief: this is the only mention that Judas, the treasurer of 
the group, was a thief. 
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7 what was put in it. Jesus therefore said, "Let her be-that she 
B may keep it for the day of my burial. For the poor you have 

always with you, but you do not always have me." 
!I Now the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was 

there; and they came, not only because of Jesus, but that they 
might see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 

10 But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death also. 
11 For on his account many of the Jews began to leave them 

and to believe in Jesus. 

U Triumphal Entry into f erusalem Now the next day, the 
great crowd which had come to the feast, when they 

13 heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took the branches 
of palms and went forth to meet him. And they cried out, 
"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord, the king of Israel!" 

14 And Jesus found a young ass, and sat upon it, as it is 
IS written, I "Fear not, daughter of Sion; behold, thy king comes, 

sitting upon the colt of an ass." 
16 These things his disciples did not at first understand. But 

when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these 
things were written about him, and that they had done these 
things to him. 

17 The crowd therefore, which was with him when he called 
Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead, bore 

18 witness to him. And the reason why the crowd also went tu 
meet him was that they heard that he had worked this sign. 

12, 7: Th11t Jhe m11y keep •.. my buri11/: the meaning is: the reason 
for not selling the ointment was that the woman might keep it to 
anoint Jesus in anticipation of his burial (see Mt 26, 12 n). 

12, 8: See Mt 26, 11 n. 
12, 9: The ]eu•J: not exclusively the Jewish leaders which would be 

Jn's ordinary meaning for "Jews." 
12, 12-16: See par Mt 21, 1-11. 
12, 13: Ho1a1111a: see Mk 11, 10 n. BleJJed iJ he .•• of the Lord: 

see Ps 117, 26 n. The king of !Jrael: this title is added to the quotation 
from Ps 117, 26. It was a current Messianic title. 

12, 15: Fear not: these opening words differ from the version 
of Za 9, 9 as quoted in par Mt 21, 5. Perhaps "Fear not" comes from 
Is 40, 9. 

12, 16: Compare 2, 22. That 1he1e 1hingJ ••• 1hinv 10 him: a 
clearer translation may be: "it was precisely these things which were 
written about him that they did to him." 

12, 17: Bore willleJs lo him: the crowd continued testifying in 
behalf of him. 
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19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, "Do you see 
that we avail nothing? Behold, the entire world has gone 
after him!"' 

20 List Words of f esus to the People Now there were cer
tain Gentiles among those who had gone up to worship on 

21 the feast. These therefore approached Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, "Sir, we wish 

22 to see Jesus." Philip came and told Andrew; again, Andrew 
anJ Philip spoke to Jesus. 

23 But Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the 
24 Son of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless 
2~ the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, \ it re-

mains alone. But if it dies, it brings forth much fruit. He 
who loves his life, loses it; and he who hates his life in this 

26 world, keeps it unto life everlasting. If anyone serves me, let 
him follow me; and where I am there also shall my servant 
be. If anyone serves me, my Father will honor him. 

27 "Now my soul is troubled. And what shall I say? Father, 

12, 19: Some biblicists interpret this as Johannine irony (see 7, 
35 n), for the Phariset:s admit: it looks like the whole world which 
he wants to save is really flocking after him. 

12, 20: Ge111iles: the Greek text says, Ellenes, which does not 
mean those who are racially Greek but those who are of non-Jewish 
birth (see 7, 35). It is not clear whether they were pagans or "God
fearers'" (see Acts 2, lJ n). 

12, 21-22: Since Philip and Andrew had Greek names, it is 
possii>le, not probable, that they had a Greek bjlCkground and, if so, 
the '"Greeks" may have chosen them as intermediaries because of their 
background. 

12, 23: Jesus answered them: Jesus does not answer the Greeks 
directly but he refers to their problem, for in his words lies the 
assurance that his death and resurrection will open the door for 
missionaries to preach the Gospel to them (vv. 23-26). For "the 
hour· as in v. 27, see 2, 4 n. Son of Man: see Mt 8, 20 n. 

12, 24: Jesus is the groin which "dies and brings forth much 
fruit." 

12, n: II remains alone: it remains a mere grain of wheat. He 
who loves ... life everltJitin11: a clearer translation of this hyberbole 
on generosity may be: "He who loves himself ruins himself; but he 
who hates himself in this world, keeps himself for eternal life." This 
commitment of oneself to God is meant as a requirement for disciple
ship. See the same idea in Mk 8, 35. 

12, 26: Compare Mk 8, 34. To serve Jesus means to follow him 
to death. 

12, 27-30: This passage corresponds with the scene in the 
synoptic Gospels of the agony in the garden (Mt 26, 36-40) which 
Jn anticipates. Several commentators surmise that an editor, not Jn 
himself, placed this passage here. 

12, 27: My soul is 1ro11b/ed: an expression of emotional feeling 
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save me from this hour! No, this is why I came to this 
2e hour. I Father, glorify thy name!"' There came therefore a 

voice from heaven, "I have both glorified it, and I will 
29 glorify it again."" Then the crowd which was standing round 

and had heard, said that it had thundered. Others said, "An 
30 angel has spoken to him." Jesus answered and said, "Not 

for me did this voice come, but for you. 
31 "Now is the judgment of the world: now will the prince 
32 of the world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the 
B earth, will draw all things to myself." Now he said this 
34 signifying by what death he was to die. The crowd answered 

him, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ abides 
forever. And how canst thou say, 'The Son of Man must be 

3~ lifted up'? Who is this Son of Man?" Jesus therefore said tn 
them, "Yet a little while the light is among you. Walk while 
you have the light, that darkness may not overtake you. He 
who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes. 

36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you 
may become sons of light." 

These things Jesus spoke, and he went away and hid him
self from them. 

which is most probably synonymous with that in 13, 21, but the 
extent of feeling is more strongly revealed in 11, 13. 

12, 28: Name: Semitic term for person. A voice from heaven: 
most Catholics interpret this literally, or are noncommittal. I have both 
glorified it: through the past miracles of Jesus (see 11, 40). And I 
will glorify it 4f!.ain: through Christ's death, resurrection, and ascen· 
sion. 

12, 31: The significance of the "hour" of Chrisfs death, which is 
anticipated here, is the condemnation ("judgment") of the followers 
of Satan ("prince of the world"). Inasmuch as Christ's death will 
redeem men, it will loosen Satan's dominion over them. 

12, 32: When Jesus will be crucified ("lifted up"), he will draw 
all men to himself. ("Men"' not "thin..::s" according to some variaul 
Greek manuscripts.) 

12, 34: According to prevalent ideas, the Messia ("Christ") was 
expected to establish an everlasting kingdom on earth. These ideas 
were based on the Old Testament ("Law"), e.g., Is 9, 6, and on 
extrabiblical writings, e.g., Henoch 49, 2, "the Elect One ... is 
for ever and ever." As subsequent events showed, the proper under
standing proved to be that the Messia's crucifixion and ascension into 
heaven were to precede his eternal kingdom. 

12, 35: Jesus does not answer directly but says (as in 7, 33) that 
he ("the light") will remain with them a little while. 

12, 36: This is his last invitation to the Jewish crowds "'ho wit
nessed the miracles of Jesus. Son1 of /if.hi: a Hebraic way of saying: 
"Take on the properties of the light" or "follow me." 
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'7 Incredulity Now though he had worked so many signs in 
'8 their presence, they did not believe in him; that the word 

which the prophet Isaias spoke might be fulfilled, "Lord, who 
has believed our report, and to whom has the arm of the 
Lord been revealed?" 

'9 This is why they could not believe, because Isaias said 
40 again, I "He has blinded their eyes, and hardened their hearts; 

lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their mind, 
and be converted, and I heal them." 

41 Isaias said these things when he saw his glory and spoke 
of him. 

42 And yet, even among the rulers, many believed in him; 
but because of the Pharisees they did not acknowledge it, le9t 

4' they should be put out of the synagogue. For they loved the 
glory of men more than the glory of God. 

« But Jesus cried out, and said, "He who believes in me, 
4' believes not in me but in him who sent me. And he who sees 
46 me, sees him who sent me. I have come a light into the world, 

that whoever believes in me may not remain in the darkness. 
47 And if anyone hears my words, and does not keep them, it 

is not I who judge him: for I have not come to judge the 
4e world, but to save the world. He who rejects me, and does 

not accept my words, has one to condemn him. The word that 
49 I have spoken will condemn him on the last day. For I have 

not spoken on my own authority, but he who sent me, the 
Father, has commanded me what I should say, and what I 

12, 37-40: Judging from Rom 9-11, a froblem which puzzled 
the early Christians was the non·conversion o the Jews after Christ's 
public ministry which was full of miracles and discourses. In answer, 
Jn rereads Jsaia in the light of the failure of Jesus to convert the Jews. 

12, 38: See Is 53, 1 (part of the fourth servant song). 
12, 40: See Is 6, 9-10 n. 
12, 41: The evangelist alludes to Isaia's vision of God's glory 

(h 6, 1-4), and reinterprets Is 53, 1 (v. 38) and Is 60, 9-10 (v. 40) 
as visions of the future, i.e., as seeing not God's glory but Christ's 
glory and speaking not of God but of Christ. 

12, 42: Put 01Jt of the syn4f!.Of!.ue: see 9, 22 n. 
12, 44·50: This passage may be on one of the talks of Jesus without 

givinii an indication of time, place, audience, circumstances, or it 
may be a summary of our Lord's preaching on his mission on earth, 
on the revelation of the Father, on judgment, and on eternal life. 
There are other opinions. 

12, 45: Sees: with the eyes of faith. 
12, 46: A lixh1 i1110 the world: see 8, 12 n. 
12, 47: I have not come • , . S4f!e the world: see the same idea 

ln 3. 17. 
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)O should declare. And I know that his commandment is ever
lasting life. The things, therefore, that I speak, I speak as the 
Father has bidden me." 

13 

11. THE PASSION, DEATH AND 

RESURRECTION 

I. THE LAST SUPPER 

1 The Washing of the Feet Before the feast of the Pass
over, Jesus, knowing that the hour had come for him to 
pass out of this world to the F-ather, having loved his 
own who were in the world, loved them to the end. 

2 And during the supper, the devil having already put it 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray 

3 him, Jesus, I knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he had come forth from God and 

4 was going to God, I rose from the supper and laid aside his 
) garments, and taking a towel girded himself. Then he poured 

water into the basin and began to wash the feet of the dis· 
ciples, and to dry them with the towel with which he was 
girded. 

6 He came, then, to Simon Peter. And Peter said to him, 
7 "Lord, dost thou wash my feet?" j Jesus answered and said 

12, 50: God's doctrine ("commandment") gives eternal life and 
therefore replaces the Law (compare 5, 39). 

13, 1-20: The narrative of the washing of the feet is found only 
in Jn's Gospel. 

13, 1: Before the feast of the Passover: the day ( 13 Nisan, Thurs
day) before the Passover (14 Nisan, Friday). See 18, 28 n. The hour: 
see 2, 4 n. To the end: it is disputed whether this Greek expressiun 
means that Jesus loved them to the last moment (of his life) or loved 
them "completely." Perhaps both ideas are envisioned. 

13, 3: Jesus intended to go through the humiliation of washing 
the disciples' feet before joining his Father in eternal glory. This 
"glory through humiliation" is one of the principal themes of chs. 
13---17. 

13, 5: Washing the feet of other.; was considered so low a service 
that only non-Jewish slaves were asked to do it. Yet there were 
exceptions: disciples washed the feet of their rabbis; children washed 
their parents' and wives their husbands' feet. 

13, 6: The Greek text has the emphatic "you" and "my" in the 
question: "Do you wash rny feet?" 

13, 7: Jesus says that Peter wi II under.;tand after the passion and 
resurrection. In about five other places, Jn says equivalently that the 
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to him, "What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt 
B know hereafter." Peter said to him, "Thou shalt never wash 

my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash thee, thou 
9 shalt have no part with me." Simon Peter said to him, 

"Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!" 
10 Jesus said to him, "He who has bathed needs only to wash, 

and he is clean all over. And you are clean, but not all." 
II I For he knew who it was that would betray him. This is 

why he said, "You are not all clean." 
12 Now after he had washed their feet and put on his gar-

ments, when he had reclined again, he said to them, "Do 
13 you know what I have done to you? I You call me Master 
14 and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If, therefore, I 

the Lord and Master have washed your feet, you also ought 
" to wash the feet of one another. For I have given you an 

example, that as I have done to you, so you also should 
16 do. Amen, amen, I say to you, no servant is greater than 

his master, nor is one who is sent greater than he who sent 
17 him. If you know these things, blessed shall you be if you 

disciples will not understand Christ's words and deeds till after the 
passion and resurrection. 

13, A: Have no part with me: commentators differ on the meaning 
"of part" in Greek. Does it mean that Peter will not share eternal 
life in heaven? Or does it mean the Eucharist and priesthood? Member
ship in Christ's Church? The love of Jesus? Preferahle is perha'{'s that 
it means in general the benefits derived from the Passion o Jesus 
whid1 include all the aforementioned. Some commentators consider 
the insistence of Jesus on washing his disciples' 'feet an allusion to 
sacramental baptism, but see 13, 10 n. 

13, 9: Since it is not clear what v. 8 means, it is not clear either 
just what Peter understood. His answer only emphatically asserts his 
attachment to Jesus. 

13, 10: He who haJ bathed , •• WaJh ••• dean all over: the 
most obvious meaning is: he who has bathed has no need of rewash
ing entirely (including his hands and head) but he needs only to 
wnsh his feet. Bathed: since the Greek word here is the common New 
Testament word for baptism ( 1 Cor 6, 11; Ti 3, 5), some commen
tators believe that Jn intended to have his Christian readers under
stand the washing nf the feet as symbolic of sacramental baptism. Ac
corJin,I! to this interpretation, Jesus is saying that one who is baptized 
has no need of rebaptism (see 4, 13-14 n). However, the Aeneral 
consensus among scholars is that the washing of the feet is not to be 
understood as sacramental baptism. 

I~. I~: l hat'• 11,iven you an example: it is commonly interpreted 
that the meaning of the example is readiness of spi~it to Aive humble 
service to one another, not a command to repeat the service of feet 
washing. 

I>, 16: "Nor is one who is sent (Jesus) greater than he (God) 
who sent him" (see Mt 10, 24 n). 



372 ST. JOHN 13 

18 do them. I I do not speak of you all. I know whom I have 
chosen; but that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who eats 
bread with me has lifted up his heel against me.' 

19 I tell you now before it comes to pass, that when it has 
20 come to pass you may believe that I am he. Amen, amen, I 

say to you, he who receives anyone I send, receives me; and 
he who receives me, receives him who sent me.'' 

21 The Betrayer When Jesus had said these things he was 
troubled in spirit, and said solemnly, "Amen, amen, I say to 

22 you, one of you will betray me.'' The disciples therefore 
looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 

23 Now one of his disciples, he whom Jesus loved, was 
24 reclining at Jesus' bosom. Simon Peter therefore beckoned 

to him, and said to him, "Who is it of whom he speaks?" 
2, He therefore, leaning back upon the bosom of Jesus, said 
26 to him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is he for 

whom I shall dip the bread, and give it to him." And 
when he had dipped the bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, 

27 the son of Simon. And after the morsel, Satan entered into 
him. And Jesus said to him, "What thou dost, do quickly." 

28 But none of those at the table understood why he said this 
29 to him. For some thought that because Judas held the purse, 

Jesus had said to him, "Buy the things we need for the 
feast"; or that he should give something to the poor. 

13, 18: The evangelist writes that Jesus quotes here Ps 40, 10, 
which describes the betrayal of Achitophel, the friend ("he who eats 
bread with me") and counselor of King David, as the backward kick 
of a horse against its master (see Ps 40, 10 n). 

13, 19: I am he: by alluding to Achitophel's betrayal of David 
(v. 18), Jesus foretells the betrayal of Judas, so that his disciples 
may later know his true identity ("I am"). See 8, 24 n. Even at the 
time of the betrayal by Judas, what the disciples knew about Jesus was, 
at best, his Messiaship. They did not realize that he was divine. 

13, 20: A familiar saying in the first three Gospels. 
13, 21-30: For par see Mt 26, 20-25 n. 
13, 21: Troubled irz spirit: because of the imminent betrayal bv 

Judas (see 12, 27 n). 
13, 23-27: To visualize the execution of these movements at table, 

see chart, Place Arrangement at the Last Supper, p. 373. 
13, 23: The verse refers to the evangelist. See the beginning of the 

Introduction to this Gospel. 
13, 24-26: Jesus must have spoken in a low voice to Peter and 

John, so that the other apostles could not overhear him. 
13, 27: His command shows that Jesus knows of the forthcoming 

betrayal, and that he dies of his own accord. He is not caught un
awares. 
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50 When, therefore, he had received the morsel, he went out 
quickly. Now it was night. 

'1 The New Comm4ndmenl When, therefore, he had gone 
out, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and 

32 God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God 
will also glorify him in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

55 "Little children, yet a little while I am with you. 
You will seek me, and, as I said to the Jews, 'Where 

54 I go you cannot come,' so to you also I say it now. A new 
commandment I give you, that you love one another: that 

3) as I have loved you, you also love one another. By this will 
all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another." 

56 Peter's Denials Predicted Simon Peter said to him, 
"Lord, where art thou going?" Jesus answered, "Where I am 
going thou canst not follow me now, but thou shalt follow 

57 later." Peter said to him, "Why can I not follow thee 
58 now? I will lay down my life for thee." Jesus answered 

him, ''Wilt thou lay down thy life for me? Amen, amen, 
I say to thee, the cock will not crow before thou dost deny 
me thrice. 

13, 30: He went 0111 q11ickly: Judas left most likely because he 
realized that Jesus knew of his plot. Now ii waJ nif!,hl: since Jn 
knew it was evening, this remark symbolizes the betrayer's evil hour 
of darkness. 

13, 31-32: These two verses describe the "hour" (see 2, 4 n). 
The passion, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus are spoken 
of as already comfleted. Son of Man: the evangelist unites here the 
glory of the Son o Man with his suffering. 

13, 32: In him1elf: God will give glory to himself through the 
Son's reunion with him in heaven. 

13, 33: Jesus refers to his death and ascension. Li11le childre": 
see 2, 1 n. A.r l 1aid 10 the /ew1: see 7, 33 n. 

13, 34: This commandment of love is not new, for the disciples 
of a master or members of Israel are to love one another ( Lv 19, 
18), but it is new insofar as Jesus gives it to a new age of mankind 
that is about to dawn, and it is new insofar as love has a new exem
plar in Jesus himself. 

13, 36-38: For par see Mt 26, 30-35 n. 
13, 36-3 7: Peter does not yet understand that Jesus is going to his 

death (v. 36), but according to v. 37 he seems to have an inkling of 
what is to happen. 

13, 38: For the different traditions of this prediction see Mk 14, 
30 n. The fulfillment of the triple denial is recorded in 18, 17-18 and 
vv. 25-27. 



ST. JOHN 14 375 

14 
1 A Word of Comfort "Let not your heart be troubled. 
2 You believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's 

house there are many mansions. Were it not so, I should have 
~ told you, because I go to prepare a place for you. And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming again, 
and I will take you to myself; that where I am, there you 
also may be. And where I go you know, and the way 
you know." 

Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where thou 
6 art going, and how can we know the way?" Jesus said to 

him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
7 comes to the Father but through me. If you had known me, 

you would also have known my Father. And henceforth 
you do know him, an,d you have seen him." 

e Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father and it 
9 is enough for us." Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long 

a time with you, and you have not known me? Philip, 
he who sees me sees also the Father. How canst thou 

10 say, 'Show us the Father'? I Dost thou not believe that I am 
in the Father and the Father in me? The words that I 

14-17: Scholars have written much on the order of chs. 14-16, 
but no solution is in sight. There are many parallels in ch. 14 and chs. 
15-16. Both sections contain eight themes: the relation of Jesus to the 
Fnther; the departure of Jesus and his return; his revelation of the 
father; prayer; keeping the commandments; the Paraclete; peace; 
Satan. Consolation runs through all these themes. 

It is often difficult in chs. 14-17 to separate,Christ's discourses 
from the evaniielist's reflections (see 3, 13 n). 

14, 2: In my Father's house there are many mansions: this text 
does not refer to different degrees of happiness in heaven. Jesus com
forts the disciples: they need not be sad because they will be reunited 
in heaven ( "'l!Y Father's house") where there is plenty of room 
("many mansilft\s"). I xo to prepare a place for you: not in the ma
terial sense but in the metaphorical sense of preparing for their en
trance into h.-..ven through his passion and ascension. 

14, 3: A reference to the second and final coming of Jesus at the 
cnJ of the world. 

14, 4: Jesus is going to the Father through the humiliation of his 
passion and death, and the glory of his resurrection and ascension. 

14, 5: See 3, 4 n on statements of misunderstanding. 
14, 6: I am: for the "I sayings"" see 6, 35 n. I am the way: I show 

the way to the Father ("No one comes to the Father but through 
me"). See 12, 45. Ar1d the truth and the life: because Jesus leads men 
to the father, the font of truth and life, Jesus himself is the truth 
since he teaches it, and he is (eternal) life since he grants it through 
the revelation of the Father (17, 3). The truth: this is the only place 
where the statement of Jesus, "I am the truth'" is recorded. 

14, 7: You have seen him: in me. 
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speak to you I speak not on my own authority. But th 
11 Father dwelling in me, it is he who does the works. D1 

you believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me 
12 I Otherwise believe because of the works themselves. Amen 

amen, I say to you, he who believes in me, the works tha' 
I do he also shall do, and greater than these he shall do 

13 because I am going to the Father. And whatever you as~ 
in my name, that I will do, in order that the Father mai 

14 be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in mi 
name, I will do it. 

n.16 "If you love me, keep my commandments. And I will 
ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate t<: 

17 dwell with you forever, I the Spirit of truth whom th~ 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. But you shall know him, because he will dwell with 
you, and be in yo1L 

14, 11: This verse may be read declaratively: "Believe me, I em 
in the Father .. :· 

14, 12: Otherwise believe (me) berause of the works: because of 
the "miracles" as already stated in 5, 36. The works that I do he also 
shall do: Jesus refers to his miracles and ministry. And Kreater ... to 
the Father: after Jesus will have returned to the Father and sent the 
Holy Spirit ( 7, 39), the disciples and their successors will make 
more converts than Jesus did. This is the interpretation of commen
tators in general. 

14, 13: In my name: not as if by means of a magical formula but 
by means of intimate union with Jesus. Glorified: whatsoever Jesus 
does gives glory to the Father. 

14, 15-23: If the disciples keep his commandments, the Holy Spirit 
will be with them (vv. 15-17), Jesus will be with them (vv. 18-
22), and so will the Father (v. 23). 

14, 15: If you love me, keep my commandments: judging from the 
repetition of this thought in v. 21 and from its interpretation by 
"word," and "words" in vv. 23-24, the "commandments" are not the 
ten commandments, but faith expressed through a total and practical 
commitment. 

14, 16: Advocate: in Greek, the word is "Paraclete." Jn alone 
uses it five times in his Gospel and in 1 Jn 2, 1. Although Paraclere 
has different shades of meaning in different passages, its generic mean
ing is intercessor and helper rather than comforter. "Paraclete" is nut 
a title of the Holy Spirit but a designation for the function of him 
or of Jesus (see 1 Jn 2, 1). 

14, 17: The Spirit of truth: since Jesus will return to the Father, 
he will send in his place another Paraclete as a helper to make them 
understand the truths which Jesus preached. He will not teach new 
truths. See 16, 13. JV hom the world cannot receive ... nor knows 
him: the world cannot welcome the Holy Spirit because it is hostile 
to him. But you ... : but the disciples will recognize the Holy Spirit 
because they are spiritually attuned to receiving him in their communi
ty ("with you") and individually ("in you"). 
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18.19 "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. Yet 
a little while and the world no longer sees me. But you see 

20 me, for I live and you shall live. In that day you will know 
21 that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. He 

who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 
loves me. But he who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him and manifest myself to him." 

22 Judas, not the Iscariot, said to him, "Lord, how is it 
that thou art about to manifest thyself to us, and not to the 

23 world?" Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone love 
me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our abode with him. 

24 He who does not love me does not keep my words. 
And the word that you have heard is not mine, but the 
Father's who sent me. 

25 "These things I have spoken to you while yet dwelling 
26 with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, 
and bring to your mind whatever I have said to you. 

27 "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; not as 
the world gives ·do I give to you. Do not let your heart be 

28 troubled, or be afraid. You have heard me say to you, 
'I go away and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you 
would indeed rejoice that I am going to the Father, for 

14, 18: I will rome to you: not in the apparitions after the resur
rection nor at the end of the world but through a spiritual eternal life. 

14, 19: A little while ... world ... sees 111e: the hostile world 
will no longer see him after his death because it does not believe in 
him. '"But you will see me" spiritually because Jesus has eternal life 
and the disciples will have it. 

14, 20: That day: the post.resurrection period to the end of the 
world. The relationship between Jesus with the Father ( 10, 38) and 
between Jesus with his disciples will be strengthened. 

14, 21: See 14, 15 n. Manifest myself: supernaturally. 
14, 22: The question reflects the popular notion that the Messia 

would show himself to the world. For the answer of Jesus see 14, 
19 n. 

14, 23: See 14, 15 n. 
14, 26: See 14, 17 n. Brin?, to your mind: at Pentecost, the Holy 

Spmt will not merely recall what Jesus said but enlighten them to 
allow his teachings to penetrate deeply into their mind. 

14, 27: The peace that Jesus bestows on them as a gift is not a 
wish for their material prosperity but for their eternal bliss. 

14, 28: The Far her is greater rhan I: many commentators explain 
that Jesus refers not to his divine nature but to his human nature that 
he will also retain in his heavenly glorified state. Others explain it, 
more in keeping with the context here, that the Father is greater since 
Jesus came on earth to execute the will of the Father ( 6, 38; 8, 28). 
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29 the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you 
before it comes to pass, that when it has come to pass you 

30 may believe. I will no longer speak much with you, for the 
prince of the world is coming, and in me he has nothing. 

31 But he comes that the world may know that I love the 
Father, and that I do as the Father has co=anded me. 
Arise. let us go from here. 

15 
1 Union with Christ '1 am the true vine, and my Father 
2 is the vine-dresser. Every branch in me that bears no fruit 

he will take away; and every branch that bears fruit he 
3 will cleanse, that it may bear more fruit. You are already 
4 clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide 

in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself 
unless it remain on the vine, so neither can you unless 

5 you abide in me. I I am the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for 

6 without me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in 
me, he shall be cast outside as the branch and wither; and 
they shall gather them up and cast them into the fire, and 

7 they shall burn. If you abide in me, and if my words abide 

14, 29: Jesus refers to his death and its subsequent events, e.g., 
the enlightenment which the Holy Spirit will bring. 

14, 30: Prince of the world is co mini!.: see L.k 4, 13 n. And in me 
he has nothinf!.: the devil bas no power over Jesus. 

14, 31: But he comes that the world may know: a clearer transla
tion is: "'But the world must learn" that in executing the Father"s 
command to die on the cross, Jesus will have shown his love for his 
Father. 

15, 1-2: I am the true t1ine: see 6, 35 n. Jesus ("vine"). and the 
Christians ("branches") are intimately united in love. The "'branches'" 
bear spiritual fruit to God (""vine-dresser"). 

15, 2: E11ery branch ••• take away: the same idea is in v. 6. 
No fruit: since the fruit is not specified, it may be love as described 
in vv. 12-17. Bears fruit: by living the Christian life of love (v. 12). 
He will deanse: the Greek word connotes purification, perhaps 
through discipline and suffering. 

15, 3: 1be disciples have already undergone some purification. 
15, 4-6: The vine-branch metaphor emphasizes: just as a branch 

cannot bear fruit unless it is united with the vine, so also there is no 
life of love without union with Christ. 

15, 6: Ca11 them into the fire: the evangelist speaks figuratively 
here but he would not be adver.;e to mean hell fire by "'fire," if we 
recall the measure of damnation he metes out to the evil ones ( 5, 29). 

15, 7: If you abide in me •.. words abide in you: same idea as 
explained in 8, 31 n. It shall be done to you: you shall receive it. 
(See 14, 13.) If we compare v. 7 with 1 Jn 5, 14 the meaning is: 
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8 in you, ask whatever you will and it shall be done to you. In 
this is my Father glorified, that you may bear very much fruit, 

9 and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, I 
10 also have loved you. Abide in my love. I If you keep my 

commandments you will abide in my love, as I also have 
kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 

11 These things I have spoken to you that my joy may be in you, 
And that your joy may be made full. 

12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another 
H as I have loved you. Greater love than this no one has, that 
M one lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends 
n if you do the things I command you. No longer do I call 

you servants, because the servant does not know what his 
master does. But I have called you friends, because all 
things that I have heard from my Father I have made known 

16 to you. You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and have appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain; that whatever you ask the 

17 Father in my name he may give you. These things I com
mand you, that you may love one another. 

1a The World's Hatred "If the world hates you, know that 
19 it has hated me before you. If you were of the world, the 

world would love what is its own. But because you are not 
of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 

20 therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that 
I have spoken to you: No servant is greater than his 

the Christian who is intimately united with Jesus will ask for what
ever is in conformity with the divine will and therefore will receive it. 

15, 9: A1 lhe Ft:11her hill loved me: by sending Jesus into the 
world to save it (3, 17), "I also have loved you" by revealing the 
Father to the disciples (v. Ub) and by choosing them (v. 16). 

15, 10: See 14, 15 n. 
15, 11: My joy: which comes from loving obedience to the Father. 
15, 12: See 13, 34. 
15, 13: The apex of God's love was the death of his Son for men, 

which was simultaneously the greatest expression of Christ's love for 
his friends. 

15, 15: No longer do l eall you urvanlS: this does not imply that 
Jesus treated them as less than friends till now, but that he distin
i;tU1shes them from those who have not yet become his friends by be
lievi n,i.: in him. 

15, 16: The friendship between Jesus and his disciples is not one 
among equals, for Jesus had chosen the disciples with no merit on 
their part. The only true response that the disciples can make to 
Christ's friendship is to bear fruit and to have it ripen into eternal 
hfe through a life of faith and love ( vv. 2, 4, 8), 

15, 17: See v. 12. 
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master. If they have persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also; if they have kept my word, they will keep your! 

21 also. But all these things they will do to you for m) 
name's sake, because they do not know him who sent me. 

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no 
23 sin. But now they have no excuse for their sin. \ He who 
2~ hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done among 

them works such as no one else has done, they would have 
no sin. But now they have seen, and have hated both me 

2' and my Father; \ but that the word written in their Law 
may be fulfilled, 'They have hated me without cause.' 

26 "But when the Advocate has come, whom I will send 
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from 

21 the Father, he will bear witness concerning me. And you 
also bear witness, because from the beginning you are 
with me. 

16 
1 Persecution Predicted "These things I have spoken to 
2 you that you may not be scandalized. They will expel you 

from the synagogues. Yes, the hour is coming for everyone 
who kills you to think that he is offering worship to God. 

3 And these things they will do because they have not known 
4 the Father nor me. But these things I have spoken to 

you, that when the time for them has come you may re
member that I told you. These things, however, I did not 
tell you from the beginning, because I was with you. 

'The Role of the Advocate "And now I am going to him 
who sent me, and no one of you asks me, 'Where art thou 

6 going?' But because I have spoken to you these things, 

15, 21: Him: the Father. 
15, 22: For their Ji'1: of disbelief in Christ's revelation. 
15, 25: Just as the just man was hated with no reason (Pss 34, 

19; 68. 5), so was Christ. 
15, 26: See 14, 17 n. 
15, 27: You are: }"OU have been. 
16, 1: That _rou ma.1· '1ot be Jcandalrzed: that the disciples' faith 

ma)' not be weakened. E>:pel JOU from the JJNagogueI: see 9, 22 n. 
16. 4: Bec.i11J< I u·:tJ u·irh Jou: there was no need to warn his dis

ciples of danger when Jesus was with them to defend them. 
16. 5: .fr~s: in contrast to a similar question ( 14, 5) the present 

tense of the Greek verb points to an inquiry about the immediate ef
fect to the farewell of Jesus. 
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7 sorrow has filled your heart. But I speak the truth to you; 
it is expedient for you that I depart. For if I do not go, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 

R him to you. And when he has come he will convict the 
9 world of sin, and of justice, and of judgment: I of sin, 

10 because they do not believe in me; I of justice, because I 
11 go to the Father, and you will see me no more; I and of 

judgment, because the prince of this world has already been 
judged. 

12 "Many things yet I have to say to you, but you cannot 
B bear them now. But when he, the Spirit of truth, has come, 

he will teach you all the truth. For he will not speak on 
his own authority, but whatever he will hear he will speak, 

14 and the things that are to come he will declare to you. He 
will glorify me, because he will receive of what is mine and 

u declare it to you. All things that the Father has are 
mine. That is why I have said that he will receive of what 

16, 7: See 7, 39 for the same thought 
16, 8-11: Scholars vary in their interpretation of these obscure 

verses. The figurative background is that of a court trial in God"s 
presence, in which the Holy Spirit is the accuser and the unbelieving 
world that clamored to have Jesus crucified is the accused. The trial 
is not at the end of the world but from the post-resurrection period 
onward. 

16, 8: When he hill come: to the individual believer. He will 
corwicl: he will not induce the unbelievers to admit their sin of hav
ing rejected Christ ("of sin, because they do not believe in me" v. 9); 
he will enlighten the Christians to understand ChriJfs teachings more 
deeply (see 14, 17 n and 3, 18-20). Of sin, a1uJ of i1mice, 1Jnd of 
juJ,,menl ( corulemnalion): the Holy Spirit will shed light on these 
three to make them better understood. 

16, 10: Of ;us1ice ... see me no more: "justice" here means a 
victory in court. The Holy Spirit will help believers understand the 
victory of Christ's ascent to the Father. 

I 6, 11 : The Holy Spirit will help believers understand that in con
demning Jesus to death on the cross, the unbelievers unwittingly con
d1·mned Satan ("the prince of this world") because Chrisfs redeeming 
death has broken Satan's power over men. 

16, 13: Spiril of 1ru1h: see 14, 17 n. Truth: see 1, 14 n. For he will 
rwt 1/1t•ak on his own authority ... he will speak: just as Jesus 
spoke on the authority of the Father ( 14, 10), so will the Holy Spirit 
enlighten believers on the same authority. The 1hinf,S lhaJ are 10 com1 
... lo you: the majority of commentators believe that this alludes 
to the apocalyptic prophecies (the events at the end of the world). 
Other interpreters add the gift of "prophecy" (1 Cor 14, 21-33). 

1 6. I~: The Holy Spirit will reflect glory on Christ by teaching 
Christ"s messai.:e more deeply. 

16, I~: This is the evangelist's roundabout way of expressing the 
unity of divine revelation. 
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16 is mine, and will declare it to you. A little while and you 
shall see me no longer; and again a little while and you 
shall see me, because I go to the Father." 

17 Some of his disciples therefore said to one another, 
"What is this he says to us, 'A little while and you shall not 
see me, and again a little while and you shall see me'; and, 

18 'I go to the Father'?" I They kept saying therefore, "What 
is this 'little while' of which he speaks? We do not know 
what he is saying." 

19 But Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, and he 
said to them, "You inquire about this among yourselves 
because I said, 'A little while and you shall not see me, and 

20 again a little while and you shall see me.' Amen, amen, I 
say to you, that you shall weep and lament, but the world 
shall rejoice; and you shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow 

21 shall be turned into joy. A woman about to give birth has 
sorrow, because her hour has come. But when she has 
brought forth the child, she no longer remembers the 

22 anguish for her joy that a man is born into the world. And 
you therefore have sorrow now; but I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one shall 

23 take from you. And in that day you shall ask me nothing. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, if you ask the Father anything 

24 in my name, he will give it to you. Hitherto you have 
not asked anything in my name. Ask, and you shall re
ceive, that your joy may be full. 

2~ "These things I have spoken to you in parables. The 
hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in 

26 parables, but will speak to you plainly of .the Father. In 
that day you shall ask in my name; and I do not say to you 

16, 16: A li11le u,hile fZfld yo11 shall see me no lon!!.er: an allusion 
ID the death of Jesus. A11d a!!.aill a li11le 11.'hile a11d yo11 shall see me, 
becasu I go to the Father: an allusion to his post-resurrection 
apparitions. 

16, 20: The u•orld: of unbelievers. 
16, 23: In that day JOU shall ask me nothin!!.: because of the clari· 

.6cations of the Holy Spirit, beginning at Pentecost, the disciples will 
not have to ask any more questions. If yo11 ask ••• he will /!,il'6 it 
to yo11: the Father will answer their prayers. 

16. 24: See 14, 13-14. 
16, 25: 111 par.ibles: In this context, another translation may well 

be: '"in figures'" (of speech). Jesus does not mean that he always 
preached in figures of speech but that the full meaning of his teach
m.i: was veiled. Th,· hour: the post-resurrection period. "'To speak of 
the Father"' summarizes all of Christ"s teaching. Jesus refers to the 
Hol)· Spirit (16. I2f). 

16, 26-27: In that day: see 16, 23 n. The prayers of the disciples 
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H that I will ask the Father for you, I for the Father himself 
loves you because you have loved me, and have believed 

2R that I came forth from God. I came forth from the Father 
and have come into the world. Again I leave the world and 
go to the Father.'' 

29 His disciples said to him, "Behold, now thou speakest 
30 plainly, and utterest no parable. Now we know that thou 

lmowest all things, and dost not need that anyone should 
question thee. For this reason we believe that thou camest 
forth from God." 

31.32 Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe? Behold, 
the hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be 
scattered, each one to his own house, and to leave me 
alone. But I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 

33 These things I have spoken to you that in me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have afBiction. But take 
courage, I have overcome the world.'' 

17 
1 Christ's Priestly Prayer for Unity These things Jesus 

spoke; and raising his eyes to heaven, he said, "Father, the 

through the mediation of Jesus (14, 6) will be of such a nature that 
the Father will love them. 

16, 29: The disciples believe that they now understand everything 
although Jesus promises them a fuller explanation through the Holy 
Spirit (see 16, 25 n). 

16, 30: Because Christ guessed their question (~. 19) the disciples 
claim that he knows everythinii and there is no need for further 
questions. They now repeat Christ's words (v. 27) to prove it. 

16, 32: Jesus alludes to his forthcoming Passion and predicts that 
he will be abandoned by his apostles but the Father will remain with 
him. Jn states Christ's prediction of Peter's denial separately (13, 38). 
Mt 26, 34f and Mk 14, 30f fuse the predictions of Peter's denial 
and Christ's abandonment by the apostles. Lk does not record the pre
diction of Jesus that the apostles will abandon him. 

16, 33: Tbe1e 1hing1 ••• Pe«e: the reference is either to v. 2 or 
to the entire preceding discourse. I hove overwme 1he world: through 
his imminent death and resurrection and his ascension (see Ap 5, 
5 n). 

17, 1-26: The longest of the prayers of Jesus. It has been called 
"The Priestly Prayer" since the sixteenth century. It was prayed either 
in the cenacle or on the way to Gethsemani. It is a prayer for himself 
to the Father (vv. 1-5); a prayer of intercession for his disciples 
(vv. 6-19>; for the future members of his Church (vv. 20-24); and 
it ends with a review of Christ's mission (vv. 25-26). Although the 
Father-Son union is already stressed in the Gospel, this doctrine is 
more cleady shown in prayer form. 

17, 1: The1e 1hlng1: a reference to chs. 13-16. Pdlher: a frequent 
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hour has come! Glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify 
2 thee, I even as thou hast given him power over all flesh, 

in order that to all thou hast given him he may give everlast-
3 ing life. Now this is everlasting life, that they may know 

thee, the only true God, and him whom thou hast sent, Jesus 
4 Christ. I have glorified thee on earth; I have accomplished 
' the work that thou hast given me to do. And now do thou, 

Father, glorify me with thyself, with the glory that I had 
with thee before the world existed. 

6 '"I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou 
hast given me out of the world. They were thine, and thou 

7 hast given them to me, and they have kept thy word. Now 
they have learnt that whatever thou hast given me is 

8 from thee; I because the words that thou hast given me 
I have given to them. And they have received them, anJ 
have known of a truth, that I came forth from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didst send me. 

9 '"I pray for them; not for the world do I pray, but for 
those whom thou hast given me, because they are thine; 

10 I and all things that are mine are thine, and thine are mine; 
11 and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the 

world, but these are in the world, and I am coming to 
thee. Holy Father, keep in thy name those whom thou 

12 hast given me, that they may be one even as we are. While 
I was with them, I kept them in thy name. Those whom 
thou hast given me I guarded; and not one of them perished 
except the son of perdition, in order that the Scripture 

form of address to God in Jn's Gospel. The hour: see 2, 4 n. Glorify: 
the mutual glorification is explained in vv. 4-5. 

17, 2: Inasmuch as the Son gives eternal life to all men, he glori
fies the Father. All fle1h: this Hebraic expression for the human race 
is found only here in Jn's Gospel. 

17, 3: Everla1ti11g life: see 14, 6 n. 
_ 17, 4: Jesus glorified the Father by accomplishing the assigned 

m1ss10n. 
17, 5: With thyJe/f: in God's presence . 

. 17, 6_: Jesus revealed the Father to the ('"men") disciples (or be
lievers m general) whom he gave to Jesus. Word: the message of 
Jesus. 

17, 10: I am glorified in them: through their loyal acceptance of 
Christ's message. 

17, 11: I am coming to thee: the evangelist frequently describes 
the Passion of Jesus as his going to the Father. Keep in thy name: 
in God" s care. 

17, 12: Son of perdition: Judas. Scripture: see 13, 18. 
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1l might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to thee; and 
these things I speak in the world, in order that they may 

H have my joy made full in themselves. I have given them 
thy word; and the world has hated them, because they 

n are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do 
not pray that thou take them out of the world, but that 

16 tliou keep them from evil. They are not of the world, even 
11 as I am not of the world. I Sanctify them in the truth. Thy 
1" word is truth. Even as thou hast sent me into the world, so I 
•Y also have sent them into the world. And for them I 

sanctify myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
20 "Yet not for these only do I pray, but for those also 
21 who through their word are to believe in me, I that all may 

be one, even as thou, Father, in me and I in thee; that they 
also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou 

22 hast sent me. And the glory that thou hast given me, I 
have given to them, that they may be one, even as we are 

23 one: I I in them and thou in me; that they may be perfected 
in unity, and that the world may know that thou hast sent 
me, and that thou hast loved them even as thou hast 
loved me. 

24 "Father, I will that where I am, they also whom thou 
hast given me may be with me; in order that they may be
hold my glory, which thou hast given me, because thou hast 

n loved me before the creation of the world. Just Father, the 
world has not known thee, but I have known thee, and these 

26 have known that thou hast sent me. And I have made 
known to them thy name, and will make it )mown, in order 

17, 13: In the world ••• in 1hemu/tJe1: e clearer translation may 
he, "while yet in the world that they may fully share in my joy." 

17, l': From evil: or from the Evil One (Satan). 
17, 17-18: Sanaify: Jesus prays that God may make the disciple! 

fit for the lifetime task of spreading God's message as it was revealed 
to them by Jesus himself. 

17, 17: Truth: see 1, 14 n. 
17, 18: Sent me into the world: see 10 36. 
17, 19: For them I Janctify myulf: by offering himself to God 

through the cross. Thal they a/Jo may be Janctified in truth: many 
commentators explain that through the death of Jesus, the disciples re
ceived the sanctity and ability necessary to discharge their duties. One 
of several other interpretations is that the disciples became purified 
ol their sins through Christ's death. 

17, 20: Jesus prays for the converts which the disciples will make 
and for all future members of his Church. 

17, 24: The wish of Jesus is that after the resurrection his disciples 
may be with him in heaven to enjoy his divine nature in "glory". 

I 7, 26: I have made known .. name: see 17, 6. And will makB 
it known: through the Holy SpiriL 
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18 

that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in 
them, and I in them." 

11. THE PASSION AND DEATH OF JESUS 

1 Jesus Arrested After saying these things, Jesus went forth 
with his disciples beyond the torrent of Cedron, where 
there was a garden into which he and his disciples entere<l. 

2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, since 
Jesus had often met there together with his disciples. 

3 Judas, then, taking the cohort, and attendants from the chief 
priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, and torches, 
and weapons. 

4 Jesus therefore knowing all that was to come upon him, 
' went forth and said to them, "Whom do you seek?" I They 

answered him, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus said to them, "I 
am he." Now Judas, who betrayed him, was also standing 

6 with them. When, therefore, he said to them, "I am he," 
7 they drew back and fell to the ground. I So he asked them 

again, "Whom do you seek?" And they said, "Jesus of 
e Nazareth." Jesus answered, "I have told you that I am he. 
9 If, therefore, you seek me, let these go their way." That the 

word which he said might be fulfilled, "Of those whom thou 
hast given me, I have not lost one." 

10 Simon Peter therefore, having a sword, drew it and struck 
the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. Now 

18, 1: Cedron: see Mk 14, 26 n. On the agony in the garden see 
par Mt 26, 36-46. (Compare the oratorios on the Passion according to 
St. John by Bach, Scarlatti, Schutz.) 

18, 3: Cohort: from live to six hundred Roman soldiers from the 
fortress Antonia near the temple. Attendants from: or, "police pro
vided by."' It seems strange to scholars that Romans co-operated with 
Jewish militia in an arrest. Jn is the only evangelist to mention this 
co-operation. 

18, 5: I am he: some interpret this as a reference to "I am who 
am"' (see 8, 24 n). 

18, 6: Fell to the r,round: many experts interpret this literally but 
give weak explanations for it. 

18, 8: The repetition is another way of highlighting the freedom 
of Christ in laying down his life. 

18, 9: In speaking about not losing those who have been entrusted 
t? him (see 6, 37-40 n), Jesus meant: not losing their supernatural 
life. Here he probably means not losing their "natural" life. 
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II the servant's name was Malchus. I Jesus therefore said to 
Peter, "Put up thy sword into the scabbard. Shall I not 
drink the cup that the Father has given me?" 

12 Peter's Denial The cohort therefore and the tribune and 
ll the attendants of the Jews seized Jesus and hound him. And 

they brought him to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law 
Jj of Caiphas, who was the high priest that year. Now it was 

Caiphas who had given the counsel to the Jews that it was 
expedient that one man should die for the people. 

u But Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another 
disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, 
an<l he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high 

16 priest. I But Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the 
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out 
and spoke to the portress, and brought Peter in. 

17 The maid, who was portress, said therefore to Peter, "Art 
thou also one of this man's disciples?" He said, "I am not." 

18 I Now the servants and attendants were standing at a coal 
lire and warming themselves, for it was cold. And Peter also 
was with them, standing and warming himself. 

19 The high priest therefore questioned Jesus concerning his 
w disciples, and concerning his teaching. Jesus answered him, 

"I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in 
the synagogue and in the temple, where all the Jews gather, 

!! an<l in secret I have said nothing. Why dost thou question me? 
Question those who have heard what I spoke to them; be
hold, these know what I have said." 

!2 Now when he had said these things, one of the attendants 

IA, 11: Shall I not,,, c11p ••• 11.iven me?: a flashback to the 
Gethsemani scene (see 12 27-30 n). 

1 H, 12: A11endan1J of the fews: Jewish policemen. 
IH, I;: They brouf(ht him lo Annas first: this encounter refers to 

the night session. See Mt 26, 57-68 n on the sequence of events. 
Annas had been high priest from 6-15 A.D. He was succeeded by 
four sons as well as by his son-in-law. Annas retained a strong 
inR.uence. 

I H, 14: Caiphas: he was the central figure in the trial held by the 
Sanhedrin. Counsel: see 11, 51-52 n. 

IH, 15: Another diuiple: the evangelist himself. 
I H, 17: The narrative of Peter's denials continues in vv. 25-27. 

Sec Mk 14, 66-72 n. 
IA, I H: A11e11dants: policemen. 
IA, 19-24: The night session conducted by Annas. See Mt 26, 57· 

6A n. This account, similar to Lk's, hardly resembles a trial. See Lk 
22. 66-71 n. 
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who was standing by struck Jesus a blow, saying, "Is that 
23 the way thou dost answer the high priest?'" I Jesus answered 

him, "If I have spoken ill, bear witness to the evil; but if 
well, why dost thou strike me?"" 

24 And Annas sent him bound to Caiphas, the high priest. 
2) But Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. 

They therefore said to him, ''Art thou also one of his dis-
26 ciples?"" He denied it, and said, "I am not."" I One of the 

servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter 
had cut off, said, "Did I not see thee in the garden with 

27 him?"" I Again, therefore, Peter denied it; and at that mo
ment a cock crowed. 

2e fesus before Pi/me They therefore led Jesus from Caiphas 
to the praetorium. Now it was early morning, and they 
themselves did not enter the praetorium, that they might not 
be defiled, but might eat the passover. 

29 Pilate therefore went outside to them, and said, "What 
30 accusation do you bring against this man?"" They said to 

him in answer, "If he were not a criminal we should not 

18, 27: The prediction of 13, 38 is here fulfilled. 
18, 28-19, 16: See par Mt 27, 1-2 and 11-26 n. 
18, 28: Prae1orium: this Latin word at first meant the praetor's 

headquarters in a camp. Later it meant the official residence of the 
governor of a province (see 19, 13 n). The greatest objection to the 
presentation in the synoptic Gospels of the Last Supper as the pass
over meal on Thursday night (see Lk 22, 7 n) is based on this verse 
(Jn 18, 28). Since Jews become ritually unclean by entering a pagan 
building, they did not want to enter the praetorium and thereby be 
excluded from eating the evening paschal meal (see Acts 10, 28 n). 
Therefore, if Jn is correct in stating that the paschal meal occurred 
on Friday night, then the Last Supper of Thursday night, as recorded 
in the synoptic Gospels. was not the passover meal. One possible (not 
probable) opinion is that Jn symbolically places the paschal meal on 
Friday to make the slaying of the paschal lamb in the temple coincide 
with the slayins of the paschal lamb (Christ). Another possibility 
(not probability) is that ]n's date is correct. Consequently, on Thurs
day night Jesus would have anticipated the rassover meal with many 
traits of a passover meal except the eating o the lamb. A third opin
ion is based on the different ways of calculating the Passover in the 
first century. Jesus. according to the first three evangelists, followed 
the Pharisees' calendar and celebrated the Passover on Thursday night. 
According to the fourth evangelist (Jn 18, 28 ). the Jewish priests 
followed the Sadducees' calendar and celebrated on Friday night. The 
theory (of Mlle. Jaubert). which follows the Sadducees" reckoning. is 
not supported by as many scholars now as it was when it first 
appeared. 

18. 29: Pilta1e: see Mk 15. 1 n. 
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31 have handed him over to thee." Pilate therefore said to 
them, "Take him yourselves, and judge him according to 
your Jaw.'' The Jews, then, said to him, "It is not lawful 

32 for us to put anyone to death.'' This was in fulfillment of 
what Jesus had said, indicating the manner of his death. 

33 Pilate therefore again entered into the praetorium, and 
he summoned Jesus, and said to him, "Art thou the king of 

l1 the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Dost thou say this of thyself, 
3l or have others told thee of me?" Pilate answered, "Am I 

a Jew? Thy own people and the chief priests have de-
36 livered thee to me. What hast thou done?" Jesus answered, 

"My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of 
this world, my followers would have fought that I might 
not be delivered to the Je-. But, as it is, my kingdom is not 

18, 31: /ud11e him auordin11 10 your law: Pilate, knowingly or 
unknowingly, forces the accusers to declare that they do not want an 
ordinary punishment, but capital punishment-the death of Jesus. /I 
JJ not lawful for u1 lo pu1 anyone lo dealh: it is still debated whether 
the Sanhedrin had the right to put anyone to death or whether this 
right was exclusively invested in the Roman procurator. The evan
gt•list's statement favors the view that the Sanhedrin did nol have the 
power and, therefore, throu)!h its leaders sought from Pilate the right 
to execute Jesus. If this interpretation is correct (as many scholars be
lieve), it casts blame for Christ's execution in a sense more on the 
Jewish leaders than on Pilate (see Jn 19, 16 n). On the other hand, 
many non-Catholic scholars maintain that the Sanhedrin had the power 
to execute and that the Jewish leaders never made the statement as
cribed to them by Jn. According to these scholars, the evangelist wrote 
it to cast the blame of Christ's execution on the Jewish leaders. At the 
time of writing there was animosity between Jews and Christians. 
Besides, it was advantageous for Christians to placate the Romans 
since they did not officially recognize the Christian religion. These 
scholars argue more persuasively about another disputed question: the 
stoning of Stephen. From their viewpoint, Stephen's execution was 
not the work of an unauthorized lynching mob (a position held by 
other scholars) but en example of the Sanhedrin's right to execute 
(see other opinions in Acts 7, 59 n). Regardless of the controversies 
about the Sanhedrin's power and about the evangelist's statement, it 
is diffirnlt to escape the impression left by the whole trial narrative 
that the Jewish leaders wonted a political execution to cloak or sup
port a religious offense (see Jn 19, 12 n). See "The Responsibility 
for Christ's Death", pgs. 398-399. 

IB, 32: See 12, 32f. · 
18, 34: If the question comes from Pilate, he would mean: "Are 

you e political king?" Jesus would, therefore, answer: "No." If the 
question comes from the Jews, they would presumably mean: "Are 
you a Messianic king?" Jesus would answer: "Yes." 

. 18, 35: Since Pilate is not a Jew, the question does not come from 
h11n hut from Christ's own people . 

. IA, ~6: Since the question is more precise, Jesus returns to it by 
d1spell1ng any earthly overtones about his kin_gdom. 
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37 from here.'' Pilate therefore said to him, "Thou art then a 
king?" Jesus answered, "Thou sayest it; I am a king. This 
is why I was born, and why I have come into the world, tc 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears 

38 my voice.'' Pilate said to him, "What is truth?" 
And when he had said this, he went outside to the Jews 

39 again, and said to them, "I find no guilt in him. I But you 
have a custom that I should release someone to you at the 
Passover. Do you wish, therefore, that I release to you the 

40 king of the Jews?" They all therefore cried out again, "Not 
this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a robber. 

19 
1 The Scourging and Crowning Pilate, then, took Jesus and 
2 had him scourged. And the soldiers, plaiting a crown of 

thorns, put it upon his head, and arrayed him in a purple 
3 cloak. And they kept coming to him and saying, "Hail, King 

of the Jews!" and striking him. 
4 Pilate therefore again went outside and said to them, "Be-

hold, I bring him out to you, that you may know that I 

18, 37: Pilate expected Jesus to deny the title of king immediately 
and unqualifiedly. The governor is so struck when Jesus retains the 
title that he says in a tone of pity (at least according to the Greek 
which puts the "you" at the end): "Then a king are you?" Jeus 
answers that the reason why he was born to be (the Messianic) kin~ 
was to testify to God's teachings or truth (see 1, 14 n). Everyone 
who Im himself be guided by God"s teachings will therefore listen 
to the voice of Jesus (8, 47). 

18, 38: Pilate, misunderstanding Christ's explanation of truth, and 
being skeptical of truth as he conceives it, at least learns enough to 
inform the Jews of the innocence of Jesus. 

18, 39: This passover custom cannot be verified by any biblical 
or extrahiblical source. Lk is the only one of the four evangelists who 
does not mention it There is no docuroentary evidence that the cu~ 
tom began with the Machabees in the second century B.C. nor that 
it was established by the Romans. 

19, 1-3: See par Mt 27, 27-31. 
19, 1: Scour[!,ed: the Roman fla[!,rum was most likely used. At the 

tip of each of the two leather thongs was a ball of lead or a small 
bone. The victim had to stoop down, with his hands tied to a low 
column. 

19, 2: Plai1ing a crown of thorn!: judging from the Greek words, 
many experts conclude that the "crown" was really shaped like a 
skull-cap and had perhaps a band holding it together. 

19, 3: King of the /ewr: see 7, 35 n on Jn"s use of ironical state
ments. 



ST. JOHN 19 391 

' find no guilt in him." Jesus therefore came forth, wearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple cloak. And he said to 

6 them, .. Behold, the man!" When, therefore, the chief priests 
an<l the attendants saw him, they cried out, saying, "Crucify 
him! Crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves 

7 an<l crucify him, for I find no guilt in him." The Jews an
swered him, "We have a Law, and according to that Law 
he must <lie, because he has made himself Son of God." 

B Now when Pilate heard this statement, he feared the more. 
9 And he again went back into the praetorium, and said to 

Jesus, .. Where art thou from?" But Jesus gave him no 
10 answer. Pilate therefore said to him, "Dost thou not speak 

to me? Dost thou not know that I have power to crucify 
11 thee, and that I have power to release thee?" Jesus answered, 

'Thou wouldst have no power at all over me were it not 
given thee from above. Therefore, he who betrayed me to 
thee has the greater sin." 

12 And from then on Pilate was looking for a way to re-
lease him. But the Jews cried out, saying, "If thou release 
this man, thou art no friend of Caesar; for everyone who 
makes himself king sets himself against Caesar." 

19, S: Behold, lhe man: Pilate had contempt and pity for Jesus. 
The evani;elist's readers had divine adoration for him. 

19, 6: /111endan11: temple police. Take him .•• "ucify him: 
Pilate's taunt. The Jewish death penalty was stoning, not crucifixion. 
I fwd 110 /1,Ui/1 in him: the third declaration of innocence (see 18, 
38; 19, 4). 

19, 7: Law ••. Son of God: according to Lv 24, 16 "whoever 
blasphemes the name of the Lord shall be put to death," and Jesus 
made himself equal to God. The two statements, "made himself equal 
to God" ( S, 18); .. makest thyself God" ( 10, 33) and .. he has made 
himself Son of God" in this verse do not refer to blasphemy and 
therefore do not decide what constitutes blasphemy at Christ's trial 
(see Mt 26, 65 n). 

19, S: Pilate feared Christ's supernatural claim. 
19, 11: From above: from God. The more probable meaning is: 

Pilate has power over Jesus only because of divine permission ( 10, 
1 H). The less probable meaning is: Jesus states the general principle 
that the ori,1dn of state authority is ultimately God (Rom 13, 1 ). 
H<' ll'ho h'1ruyed me Iv 1hee: The Jewish authorities ( 11, 53) and 
Caiphas ( 11, 49£) are chiefly referred to, but Judas (18, 2) is not 
exduded. All these are more guilty than Pilate probably because they 
took the initiative. 

19, 12: Fr1e11d of Caesar: this attribute means a loyal subject of 
Caesar. However, there is some evidence that "friend of Caesar" was 
A title of provincial i;overnors. The principal accusation which suc
ceeded in obtainin)l the condemnation of Jesus from Pilate was that 
Christ claimed to be king of the Jews. The accusers presented Christ's 
religious Messianic claim of kin)lship as a political claim. (For the 
minor accusations see Lk 23. 2 11.) Yet. what finallv seemed to have 
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n Pilate therefore, when he heard these words, brought Jesus 
outside, and sat down on the judgment-seat, at a place called 

14 Lithostrotos, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the 
Preparation Day for the Passover, about the sixth hour. And 

ts he said to the Jews, "Behold, your Icing!" I But they cried 
out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate 
said to them, "Shall I crucify your Icing?" The chief priests 

16 answered, "We have no Icing but Caesar." I Then he handed 
him over to them to be crucified. And so they took Jesus an<l 
led him away. 

made Pilate decide to deliver Jesus to his accusers was a threat tanta
mount to blackmail: if he refused to crucify Christ, Rome would some
time, somehow, hear from the Jews that Pilate sided with a pretentious 
rebel "king." See Acts 17, 7 n. To release him: this is the third men
tion of Pilate"s desire to release Jesus. See 18, 38; 19, 4. 

19, 13: Sat down: because of the ambiguity of the Greek verb, it 
could mean that Pilate made Jesus sit on the "judgment-seat." Litho
strotos: a transliteration of the Greek word for stone pavement, but 
not an exact rendering of Gabbatha, the meaning of which is disputed. 
It is still undecided whether the 1933 discovery of a pavement, made 
of blocks of stone ranging from three to six feet square in front of 
the Antonia, is the "'Stone Pavement" mentioned in this verse. If so, 
then the "praetorium" (which means the governor's residence) refers 
to the fortress Antonia on the east side of ;erusalem. The rival opin
ion maintains that the usual residence o the provincial governor 
when visiting Jerusalem was the old palace of Herod the Great on 
the west side of the city, and the "praetoriwn" therefore refers to 
Herod's palace. In Hebrew: litera.Jly, "in Aramaic." 

19, 14: Preparation Day for the Passover: the eve of Passover. The 
Passover was to begin at sunset. Sixth hour: noon. See Mk 15, 25 n. 
The fews: see 1, 19 n. Behold, your kin!!.: see 7, 35 n on ironical 
statements. 

19, 16: Although it must be conceded to exacting scholars that 
none of the four evangelists has Pilate proclaim an official sentence 
of condemnation, its juridical equivalent is recognizable in this verse 
(see Mt 27, 26 n). To them: from this verse and from Lk 23, 25, 
a reader could easily get the impression that the Jews themselves 
crucified Jesus, but such an interpretation would conflict with Jn 18, 
31 and 19, 6. Juridically, Pilate was responsible for the condemnation 
and death of Christ, for Jesus was innocent of the charge made against 
him: that he claimed to be a p0Ji1icai Messia (see 19, 12 n). Morally, 
Pilate was objectively culpable of injustice because he knew that 
Christ was innocent. The reasons for his yielding to Christ's accusers 
did not justify him. Some of the reasons often suggested are: Pilate 
feared a riot (Mt 27, 24); he feared that the Jewish authorities 
would report him to Rome for not executing a dangerous political 
enemy (Jn 19, 12); his standing in the eyes of Rome was already 
precarious (see Mk 15, 1 n). Morally, Caiphas and his high priests 
were objectively culpable of Christ's condemnation and death because 
they delivered him to Pilate. The Pharisees (see Mk 15, 3 n) were 
culpable insotar as their hostility to Jesus during his public life led to 
his execution. 



RUINS OF THE JERUSALEM 
WALLS AND OF BUILDINGS 

DATING FROM THE TIME 
OF CHRIST 
(See page 394) 

ANTONIA. The fortress of Antonia was 
originally built on a rock. According to one 
view, the Antonia was connected with the area 
of Herod's temple by stairways. A rival view is 
that the Antonia was contiguous with the north 
wall of Herod's temple. 

If the praetorium was at the Antonia, the 
"Way of the Cross" began there and ended at 
Calvary. If the praetorlum was at Herod's royal 
palace, the starting point was there. On this 
dispute see Jn 19, 13 n. 

HEROD'S ROYAL PALACE. The Roman procu· 
rators customarily resided there whenever 
they visited Jerusalem. 

STEPPED STREETS. Since they date from 
the Machabean or Roman times, Jesus may 
have walked on these streets from the cenacle 
to Gethsemani after the Last Supper. 

TEMPLE. In the temple area there stands 
today a small mosque called Dome of the 
Rock. The mosque dates from the seventh 
century A.O. It contains a sacred rock that 
may have been in the three temples of Solo
mon, Zorobabel, and Herod. Other conclusions 
offered by archeologists are: the temple build· 
ing itself with its Holy and Holy of Holies was 
built over the sacred rock or near it. The en
trance of Herod's temple faced eastward. The 
architectural style of the facade of the temple 
was Greek or plain oriental. Furthermore, 
some archeologists hold that Herod placed the 
golden Roman Eagle over the entrance of the 
temple, even though it offended the Jews. 
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Ruins of the Jerusalem Walls 
and Buildings Dating from 

the Time of Christ 
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At the west wall, authentic Herodlan re· 
mains were found and named: Warren's Gate, 
Wilson's Arch (this arch Is Herodian only 
according to the minority view), the wailing 
wall-about fifty yards of it-, Barclay's Gate, 
and Robinson's Arch. A part of the southeast 
corner of the temple wall also goes back to 
Herod's time. The area plan of the temple of 
Herod most probably did not form a perfect 
square. In sum, the east, south and west 
sides of the present temple's outline correspond 
with the sid1:s of Herod's temple. 

What happened to the objects that the vic
torious Titus brought to Rome in 70 A.O. and 
immortalized on his famous arch-the golden 
lampstand, the golden table of the loaves, the 
incense cups, two sliver trumpets, and proba· 
bly three tablets of the Law? The better 
opinion Is that they were sunk into the Tiber 
about 312 A.O. and were never recovered. 
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17 The Crucifixion And bearing the cross for himself, h1 
went forth to the place called the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha 

18 I where they crucified him, and with him two others, one 
on each side and Jesus in the center. 

19 And Pilate also wrote an inscription and had it put on tht 
cross. And there was written, "Jesus of Nazareth, the Kin~ 
of the Jews." 

20 Many of the Jews therefore read this inscription, because 
the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and 

21 it was written in Hebrew, in Greek and in Latin. The chief 
priests of the Jews said therefore to Pilate, "Do not write, 
'The King of the Jews,' but, 'He said, I am the King of the 

22 Jews.'" Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have 
written.'' 

23 The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified him, took 
his garments and made of them four parts, to each soldier 
a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, 

24 woven in one piece from the top. They therefore said to une 
another, "Let us not tear it, but let us cast lots for it, to see 
whose it shall be.'' That the Scripture might be fulfilled which 
says, "They divided my garments among them; and for my 
vesture they cast lots.'' 

These things therefore the soldiers did. 

19, 17-24: See par Mt 27, 32-38. 
19, 17: Skull: for the meaning and site see Mk 15, 22 n. 
19, 19: The different wording of the inscription in each of the 

four Gospels reveals the working of oral tradition. The wording in 
Mk's Gospel may be the oldest. The purpose of the title given in the 
inscription was to indicate the charge (see Jn 19, 12 n). This custom 
is mentioned in Calixula by Suetonius. 

19, 20: Hebrew: Aramaic, the language of Palestinian Jews, is 
meant. Greek was the international language of culture and commer(e, 
and Latin the official language of the occupying Roman administratois. 

19, 21: Pilate may have deliberately decided on, and succeeded i11, 
insulting the Jews by writing, ""The King of the Jews." The chief 
priests wanted to add jeeringly, "'he said." 

19, 22: Pilate's reply was his revenge for having been "forced" to 
condemn Jesus. The readers of the evangelist saw the irony of the 
title, for it was more true than Pilate or the Jewish priests had 
suspected. 

19, 23-24: By Roman custom, the executioners "inherited" the 
clothes ('"garments") of the condemned, namely, the sandals, the 
cloak, and the headdress. The tunic: the undergarment. To tear it in 
four pieces would destroy much of its value. On the quotation 
from Ps 21, 19 see Ps 21, 28-32 n. 
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2' The Death of fesus Now there were standing by the 
cross of Jesus his mother and his mother's sister, Mary of 

26 Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus, therefore, saw 
his mother and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he 

27 said to his mother, "Woman, behold, thy son." Then he said 
to the disciple, "Behold, thy mother." And from that hour 
the disciple took her into his home. 

28 After this Jesus, knowing that all things were now ac-
complished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, "I 

29 thirst." Now there was standing there a vessel full of com
mon wine; and having put a sponge soaked with the wine on 

'o a stalk of hyssop, they put it to his mouth. Therefore, when 
Jesus had taken the wine, he said, "It is consummated!" And 
bowing his head, he gave up his spirit. 

'1 The Burial The Jews therefore, since it was the Prepara
tion Day, in order that the bodies might not remain upon 
the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath. was a solemn 
day), besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 

19, 25: His mother's sister, MMy of Cleophas: some maintain 
that thi• refen to one and the same person; others, that "his mother's 
sister" is Salome (Mk 15, 40), the "mother of the sons of Zebedee" 
(Mt 27, 56). Mary of Cleophas: this means "Mary the wife of 
Cleophas." 

19, 26-27: Woman, behold, thy son .•. Behold, thy mother: the 
obvious meaning of the "third last word" is that Jesus tells John 
the evangelist ("the disciple ... whom he lovod") to take care of 
his mother henceforth. Moreover, it is a common opinion among 
mo<lern Catholic scholars to understand here that Mary is John's 
spiritual mother, the mother who represents all Chri•tians. The schol
ars explain that just es Adam "called his wife Eve because she was 
the mother of all the living" (Gn 3, 20), so the new Adam, Christ, 
cel I• Mary the mother of all the (spiritually) living. The controversy 
centers on whether the spiritual motherhood is to be found in the 
literal, typical, or fuller sense. Other Catholic scholars do not admit 
the meaning of the spirituol motherhood in the text in any sense. 

19, 2R-30: 1 thirII ... spirit: the fifth of the "seven last words" 
expresses one of the most painful tortures of the crucified (see Ps 68, 
22 n). 

19, 29: Common wine: vinegar. See Mt 27, 48 and Ps 68, 22 n. 
19, 30: 11 iJ (omummated: by the sixth of the "seven last words" 

Chmt expresses the completion of his work. 
1.9. 31: PreparaJion Day: see Mk 15, 42 n. Bodies rniRhl no/ r11-

mam u/ion the (fOJJ on the Sabbath: this request was in conformity 
with the law (see Dt 21, 23 n) which applied to the crucified, ac
cording to the historian Josephus. That Sabbath was a solemn day: 
because it was the first day of the passover festivities. 



THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
CHRIST'S DEATH 

The Gospels show that only a few Jewish 
leaders were morally responsible for Christ's 
death (see Jn 19, 16 n). Yet the sacred writers 
(e.g., Peter's speeches in Acts 2, 14ff) give the 
impression that all the Jews were responsible. 
But a scrutiny of the historical background will 
reveal more exactly what these writers meant. 

In the early days after Pentecost the Chris
tians considered themselves a Jewish sect 
whose Messia had come. They thought that all 
they had to do was to convince their fellow 
Jews of the same truth. The Jews, however, 
looked upon the Christians as heretics who di
vinized a so-called resurrected man. As mutual 
hatred flared up more and more, neither side 
thought that the disagreement would be bridged 
by reversing a juridical error and by declaring 
Christ not guilty. (This popular notion came 
later and is still with us.) For a Christian, the 
mutual animosity would end only by the con
version of the Jews. For a Jew, the conflict 
would end only when the Christians would end 
their "idolatry." 

Christians and Jews began to label each other 
"hardened sinners." Their mutual persecution 
made the theological differences much more 
real. The Christians turned to the Gentiles and 
gradually associated the Jewish people as a 
whole ("the synagogue") with the few who had 
been guilty of Christ's death. The Christians 
thought of the Jews as "sinners" just as the 
Jews thought of pagans as "sinners," as if 
the Jews were sinners by a "sin of nature." 

St. Paul's inspired reflections recalled that 
the Jews were still the Chosen People (Rom 9-
11). St. John's inspired reflections recalled in 
his use of the term "the Jews" that it included 
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not only the Incredulous Jewish leaders of 
Christ's day (the historical meaning-see Jn 1, 
19 n) but according to some, the term meant 
also the incredulous people of all time (the 
theological meaning). 

It is clear from the aforesaid that the sacred 
writers did not mean that the Jews of all ages 
inherited-comparable to an "original sin"
the guilt of Christ's death. It is also clear that 
the Church's liturgical use of the Passion narra· 
tive is not to focus on the historical incident but 
on its theological meaning as John presents it. 

Simultaneously with the current in the New 
Testament as described above there existed an· 
other. Some Catholic scholars admit that there 
has been a coloring of events in such a way as 
to blame the Jews for the death of Christ (see 
Jn 18, 31 n). This coloring was intended to 
show the political innocence of the Christians 
who were then persecuted by the Romans 
(compare Acts 26, 32 n). The Catholic bibll· 
cists, though, do not admit a coloring to the ex· 
tent of rejecting the historicity of the trials be
for the Sanhedrin and before Pilate. 
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32 that they might be taken away. The soldiers therefore came 
and broke the legs of the first, and of the other, who had 

33 been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and 
saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs; I 

34 but one of the soldiers opened his side with a lance, and 
immediately there came out blood and water. 

35 And he who saw it has borne witness, and his witness is 
true; and he knows that he tells the truth, that you also may 

36 believe. For these things came to pass that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, "Not a bone of him shall you break.'' 

37 And again another Scripture says, "They shall look upon 
him whom they have pierced." 

38 Now after these things Joseph of Arimathea, because he 
was a disciple of Jesus (although for fear of the Jews a se
cret one), besought Pilate that he might take away the body 
of Jesus. And Pilate gave permission. He came, therefore, and 

39 took away the body of Jesus. And there also came Nico
demus (who at first had come to Jesus by night), bringing a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, in weight about a hundred 

19, 32: Broke the le!!,!: the Roman penalty called crurifra{!.ium 
was sometimes administered independently of a crucifixion and some
times in accompaniment with it to hasten death. 

19, 34: One of the soldiers: the fourth century apocryphal gospel 
of Nicodemus calls him Longinus. Opened his side with a lance: 
it was routine for the Roman soldiers to strike the heart of the cruci
fied to make certain of the victim's death. The blessing with the lance 
on Good Fridays in St. Peter's Basilica is not diminished in spite of 
the unauthenticity of the lance. Blood and waler: many Fathers of the 
Church, followed by many modern Catholic scholars, believe that the 
evangelist intended the water to symbolize the Sacrament of Baptism, 
and the blood to symbolize the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. 

Although many medical experts, in speaking of Christ's death, argue 
that the /low of blood and water was not miraculous, they dispute 
from which bodily organ the blood and water came. On the question 
of the immediate cause of Christ's death, their opinio~ach sup
ported by evidence from World War II-include traumatic shock; 
failure of blood circulation; suffocation. 

19, 35: And he who 1aw it ha1 borne witness: a suggested transla-
tion is: "This testimony is guaranteed by an eyewitness." 

19, 36: See Ps 33, 21 n. 
19, 37: See Za 12, 10 n. 
19, 38-42: See par Mt 27, 57-61-
19, 38: Pilate: the last mention of Pilate. Christian legends, spun 

from the suicide story of Pilate, tell that his body was cast into the 
Tiber, or the Rhone, or in the Lake of Lucerne from where the 
Roman procurator rises every Good Friday to wash his hands . 

. 19, 39: NicodemuJ: see 3, 1 n. According to apocryphal writings, 
Nicodemus became the sculptor of the Holy Face, which is now in 
Lucca, Italy. Myrrh and aloeJ: sweet smelling resin and scented wood. 
A hundred pound I: seventy pounds in our system of weights. 
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40 pounds. They therefore took the body of Jesus and wrapped 
it in linen cloths with the spices, after the Jewish manner of 

41 preparing for burial. Now in the place where he wa.s crud· 
lied there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in 

42 which no one had yet been laid. There, accordingly, because 
of the Preparation Day of the Jews, for the tomb was dose 
at hand, they laid Jesus. 

Ill. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

20 
l Mary Magdalene Now on the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, 
z and she saw the stone taken away from the tomb. She ran 

therefore and came to Simon Peter, and to the other dis
ciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken 
the Lord from the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him." 

5 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and they 
4 went to the tomb. The two were running together, and the 

other disciple ran on before, faster than Peter, and came first 
' to the tomb. And stooping down he saw the linen cloths 
6 lying there, yet he did not enter. Simon Peter therefore came 

following him, and he went into the tomb, and saw the 
7 linen cloths lying there, I and the handkerchief which had 

been about his head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded 

19, 40: Wrapped •• , spices: the perfumes ;,,,ere sprinkled be
tween the folds. After the Jewish manner of preparinf, for burial: 
the Roman manner of burial was cremation; the Egyptian manner of 
preparing was embalming, which required the extraction of the brains 
and entrails. 

19, 42: PrePa•ation Day: see Mk 15, 42 n. 
20, 1: Mary Magdalene .• , tomb: according to par Mt 28, 1 

there were other women with her as the use of "we" indicates ("We 
do not know where th!1 have laid him" 20, 2). 

20, 2: The oth" d1uiple whom Jesus loved: John the evangelist. 
20, 5: Yet he did not ent": not all Catholic scholars agree that the 

evangelist allowed Peter to enter first because of Peter's position as 
leader of the apostles. There may have been other reasons. 

20, 6-7: Christ may have miraculously passed through his wrap. 
pings just as he later miraculously passed through the closed doon to 
greet the disciples (see 20, 19 n). Saw the linen cloths • , . a p/ac• 
by itself: those who advocate the authenticity of the one-piece holy 
shroud of Turin, Italy, are opposed by the majority of scripture schol
ars. Perhaps the strongest scriptural argument against the authenticity 
of the shroud is v. 7 which describes "the linen cloths" separated 
from "the handkerchief ..• about his head." Moreover, the efforts 
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e in a place by itself. Then the other disciple also went in, who 
-had come first to the tomb. And he saw and believed; I 

9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he 
10 must rise from the dead. The disciples therefore went away 

again to their home. 
11 But Mary was standing outside weeping at the tomb. 

So, as she wept, she stooped down and looked into the 
12 tomb, I and saw two angels in white sitting, one at the 

head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been 
13 laid. They said to her, "Woman, why art thou weeping?" 

She said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, 
and I do not know where they have laid him." 

14 When she had said this she turned round and beheld 
Jesus standing there, and she did not know that it was Je-

1' sus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why art thou weeping? 
Whom dost thou seek?" She, thinking that he was the 
gardener, said to him, "Sir, if thou hast removed him, tell 
me where thou hast laid him and I will take him away." 

16 I Jesus said to her, "Mary!" Turning, she said to him, 
17 "Rabboni!" (that is to say, Master). I Jesus said to her, "Do 

not touch me, for I have not yet ascended to my Father, but 

to trace back the shroud of Turin to the first century encountered 
many serious historical gaps. Lastly, what used to be considered 
"miraculous" about the imprint on the shroud is now openly chal
lenged because of the advances in science. 

20, 8: He Jaw and believed: although the text clearly states that the 
evangelist was the first to believe in Christ's resurrection, there may 
be an implicit assertion (in vv. 6-7) that Peter believed in it before 
John. Regardless, both John and Peter believed in Christ's resurrection 
before Mary Magdalene, at least according to this Gospel, even though 
-again in the words of Jn-she Jee! him first (vv. 14-18). Since the 
two apostles saw the burial clothes lying there, it must have been 
proof to them that no physical removal of Christ's body had taken 
place. 

20, 9: For tZJ yel , •• from the dead: they did not understand the 
words of scripture about Christ's resurrection before this occurrence. 
Scripture: how difficult it was at the time of Christ, even for those 
versed in the scriptures, to understand the Old Testament "prophecies" 
of Christ's resurrection, may be seen from Peter's interpretation of 
Ps 15, 8-11 within his sermon in Acts 2, 24-31. Ri!e: literally, "rose" 
(see Mk 8, 13 n). 

20, 11: Saw two a11f(eh: see Lk 24, 4 n on the discrepancies. 
20, 14-18: See Mt 28, 9 n. 
20, 16: Rabbo11i: see Mk IO, 51 n. 
20, 17: Do 11ot touch me: a more accurate translation is "do not 

cling" or "hold" or "delay" me. If we judge from the parallel text, 
Mary may have clasped his feet to express her homage (see Mt 28, 
9 n). For I have not yet a!ce11ded to my Father: there is no fully 
satisfying answer to why Jesus forbids Mary's act for the reason that 
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A Reconstruction of the Tomb 
of Jesus based on archeological 
evidence and Gospel accounts 

A 

There ere differenl types of tombs at the time of Clvist. It is not certain of what type !he looib was wherein Jesus was buried The most probable opinion seems to be that H was the slqilest type. It 
consisted af an antechamber h~ out of the reek wall (A). Ordinarily, a circular s1.one [BJ or a Hat stone door ciased a low chorwBy (C) that led into a squre chamber (D). Within the thrte sides ol U. 
dlamber, slightly above ground level, there were usually three alcoves for the deJ>(i.Sitioo ol a body in each alcove. 

The Gospel accounts accord well with lhese archeological data. Joseph or Arimalhea "laid him in a lomb which had been hewn out of a rock" (Mk 15, 46). In Jn 20, 5 wa read thel John ra 
fD lhe tomb and "slooping down tie saw the linen cloths tying lllere, yet he did not enter." This led must mean that the apostle entered the antedlamber but did not enter the S4lfl'e chamber. The 
low entrance was c.Josed by a rolling stone ["he rolled a stone acros.s the entrance of the tomb," Mk 15, 46). Paleslinian archeologisls know of faw uampl8$ al ralWI& stma tbe sizl al 'lllidJ mdll 
Rllllir• a robust man IDr '"""""& iL (lilt women asll!d: "Who wiU r~I the stone badt frmn the en~ance ol the tomb for usl" Mk 16. 31. 
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go to my brethren and say to them, 'I ascend to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.' " 

18 Mary Magdalene came, and announced to the disciples, 
"I have seen the Lord, and these things he said to me.'' 

19 The Disciples When it was late that same day, the first of 
the week, though the doors where the disciples gathered had 
been closed for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 

20 midst and said to them, "Peace be to you!" And when he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The 

21 disciples therefore rejoiced at the sight of the Lord. He 
therefore said to them again, "Peace be to you! As the 

22 Father has sent me, I also send you." \ When he had said 
this, he breathed upon them, and said to them, "Receive the 

23 Holy Spirit; \ whose sins you shall forgive, they are for
given them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are re
tained.'' 

24 Thomas Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, 
n was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples 

therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said 
to them, "Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my linger into the place of the nails, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.'' 

he has not yet ascended to the Father. Brethren: in Greek, "brothers," 
but the sense is "disciples" (v. 18). I a.rcend to my Father ... God: 
this text speaks of an invisible--but historical-ascension to take place 
on that very Easter Sunday. The disciples are not to witness it ("go 
... say to them"). If Jesus had meant his ascension of forty days 
hence, it would be incomprehensible why he entrusted Mary with this 
message when he himself was going to see the disciples on the same 
Easter evening (see 20, 19). On the historical and theological ascen
sions see Acts l, 9-11 n. 

20, 19: Doors .•. closed ••• Jesus came: his glorified body is 
not subject to physical laws. 

20, 21: See 17, 17-18 n for the same idea. 
20, 22-23: Receive the Holy Spirit ... retained: according to the 

Council of Trent, this text refers to the forgiveness of sins, committed 
after baptism, through the Sacrament of Penance. Many Fathers of the 
Church rightly explain: Whereas on Easter Sunday the apostles re· 
ceived the power to forgive sins through the Holy Spirit, on Pentecost 
Sunday they received extraordinary gifts ( charisms) also through the 
Holi• Spirit for their imminent missionary activities. 

20, 24: Tho mas: only the fourth Gospel sketches the personality 
of Thomas. 

20, 25: In this verse and in v. 27 (perhaps also in Lk 24, 39-49) 
lies the strongest proof that Christ's hands and feet were nailed, not 
tied, to the cross. This is significant because the more common Roman 
method of crucifying was to tie the victim to the cross. Neither scrip-



R EL I C S 0 F T H E PA S S I 0 N (1) 

Helle Scripture Text (2) Number of Relics (3) Number of 
locations (3) 

cross Jn 19, 17 If all the pieces were 78 
added, they would 
amount to about one-
third of the size of 
the true cross 

title of Christ 
on the cross Jn 19, 19 n(4) 1 1(5) 

nails Jn 20, 25 n 20 8 
crown of thorns Jn 19, 2 n 7 (circular bands) 7 

23 (branches) 7 
116(6) (individual 

thorns) 75 
seamless 

garment Jn 19, 23-24 n 2 2 ITrier, 
Argenteulll 

lance Jn 19, 34 n 6 (whole lances) 6 
4 (pieces) 4 

Veronica's veil Mt 9, 20 n 1 1(7) 

column of 
flagellation Jn 19, 1 n 5 5 

holy shroud Jn 20, 6-7 n 5 5 

(I) When the Church grants indulgences in connection with relics, it 
does not thereby pronounce for or against their authenticity. The Church 
wisely realizes that these objects form a useful crutch to support 
devotion. 

The verdict of the archeologists is that there is no proof for the 
authenticity of the relics of Christ and his apostles nor for any article 
mtJ by thtm. Authtnticity can positively be disproven for most of 
the relics. As to Helen, the mother of Constantine, all that can be 
rrnven is that she hrought relics, found in the fourth century, from 
Palestine to Rome. This is, however, no proof that the relics are genuine. 

(2) Only one of the pertinent texts is listed. 
( 3) It is very diffirnlt to be exact about the number of relic; and 

ehout 1he numhtr of places which claim to possess the true relics. 
( 4) The "n" refers to the relevant annotation. 
( ~) If there are other alleged titles of Christ on the cross, the title 

in Rome is the most famous. 
( 6) According to another calculation there are over 700 holy thorns 

in the world today. 
( 7) If there are other alleged veils of Veronica, the veil in Rome 

is the most famous. 

405 
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26 And after eight days, his disciples were again inside, am 
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being closed, an< 

27 stood in their midst, and said, "Peace be to you!" Then h1 
said to Thomas, "Bring here thy finger, and see my hands 
and bring here thy hand, and put it into my side; and b1 

28 not unbelieving, but believing." Thomas answered and saic 
29 to him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Bt· 

cause thou hast seen me, thou hast believed. Blessed arc 
they who have not seen, and yet have believed." 

30 The Evangelist's Epilogue Many other signs also Jesw 
worked in the sight of his disciples, which are not written 

31 in this book. But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you 
may have life in his name. 

ture nor tradition describes how Jesus was nailed to the cross. Tho'e 
who hold that Jesus had to carry the crossbeam believe the executioners 
first nailed Christ's hands to the crossbeam and then, after the up
right part with the crossbeam fastened to it, was hoisted into place, 
the feet were nailed. Most likely, they also used two nails for the fed, 
for to pierce both feet with one nail would have been anatomically im
probable. The tradition of the three nails, based on symbolic reaso11s, 
originated later. Since there are no indications from scripture or tradi
tion about the exact marks of the nails in the hands, medical experts 
argue anatomically. They agree, in spite of artists and stigrnatists, that 
the nails were not driven through the palms. According to one opinion, 
the nails were driven in between the two rows of the wrist bones, a111l 
according to another opinion the mark is a little higher up on the 
wrists. 

20, 27: Even though many Fathers of the Church say that Thomas 
actually put his finger in the wounds of Jesus, there is no way of 
knowing, and it is of little moment. 

20, 28: My Lord and my God: Thomas believes that Jesus is the 
Messia and that he is God incarnate. Thomas was also amazed at 
Christ's entering through closed doors, and at the realization of his 
bold stipulations (see v. 25 ). This is the first explicitly recorded ad 
of faith in the divinity of the resurrected Christ. (The double title, 
which was said of the Roman emperor Domitian, is only an external 
parallel.) 

20, 29: Judging from Lk 24, 41, the rest of the apostles were ju't 
as incredulous as Thomas because they also did not believe till after 
they saw Christ. BleISed are ... yet have believed: this verse m.1y 
refer to those who will believe in Christ's resurrection and his divin· 
ity on the words of the apostles (17, 20), or it may have been writ
ten from the viewpoint of the evangelist who at the time of writi11g 
knew of many converts who believed on his word as a witness. 

20, 30-31: This Gospel is the only one that is embellished with n 
conclusion written in a literary style. 

20, 30: Compare 12, 37. 
20, 31: Christ, the Son of God ... in his name: the evangelist 

wrote to deepen the faith of Christian believers in Jesus not only ns 
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21 
1 The Manifestation in Galilee After these things, Jesus 

manifested himself again at the sea of Tiberias. Now he 
2 manifested himself in this way. There were together Simon 

Peter and Thomas, called the Twin, and Nathanael, from 
Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others 

' of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, .. I am going 
fishing." They said to him, "We also are going with thee.'' 
And they went out and got into the boat. And that night they 

4 caught nothing. I But when day was breaking, Jesus stood 
on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Je· 

' sus. Then Jesus said to them, 'Young men, have you any 
6 fish?"" They answered him, "'No.'' He said to them, .. Cast 

the net to the right of the boat and you will find them." 
They cast therefore, and now they were unable to draw it 

7 up for the great number of fishes. The disciple whom Jesus 
loved said therefore to Peter, .. It is the Lord.'' Simon Peter 

the Messia ("Christ"), but as the divine Son of God. Through this 
faith they are to have supernatural life in union with the person of 
Christ ("name" is a Hebraic way of saying "person'"). 

21, 1·25: All scholars admit that 20, 31 concludes the Gospel and 
that ch. 21 is an appendix. The problem is: who added this appendix? 
There is no satisfactory solution. The 'majority of Catholics believe 
that the evangelist himself added it with the exception of vv. 24-25. 
A minority of Catholics ascribe ch. 21 to a disciple or friend who 
wrote it with the evangelist's approval. The peculiarities of vocabulary 
and style in this chapter are mentioned as one of the several reasons 
for attributing it to a different writer. The few non-Catholics who 
hold Jn as the author of the fourth Gospel say that,Jn's disciple added 
ch. 21, including vv. 24f, after the evangelist's death. However, this 
appendix.chapter must have been added before the publication of the 
Gospel. This assertion is supported by the inclusion of ch. 21 in all 
the ancient manuscripts containing the fourth Gospel. 

21, 1-14: For the relation between this passage and Lk 5, 1-11, see 
Mk 1. 16-20 n. 

21, 1: Af1er theie 1hinv: this verse is meant to continue from 20, 
29. Sea of TiberiaJ: also called Lake of Galilee and Lake of Genesa
reth. See Lk 5, 1 n. 

21, 2: Seven of the eleven apostles are to witness Christ's appear
ance. 

21, 4: The diJCiplei did nol know 1ha1 ii waI Je1111: it is charac
teristic in the post-paschal apparitions of Christ related in Lk and Jn 
that Jesus is not recognized until aft~r a word or gesture. 

21, 5: Younx men: literally, "children." A friendly form of address 
used toward people of moderate means. Although the Greek word is 
found in the Gospel, it is used as a form of address only here. 

21. 6: Most Catholic scholars interpret the catch as a miracle or 
fire noncommittal. 

21. 7: Perhaps the evangelist ("the disciple whom Jesus loved") 
recognized Jesus in the catch of fish because of a previous similar 
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therefore, hearing that it was the Lord, girt his tunic aboul 
him, for he was stripped, and threw himself into the sea, 

B But the other disciples came with the boat (for they were 
not far from land, only about two hundred cubits off), 
dragging the net full of fishes. 

9 When, therefore, they had landed, they saw a lire ready, 
10 and a fish laid upon it, and bread. Jesus said to them, 

"Bring here some of the fishes that you caught just now. 
11 Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net onto the land 

full of large fishes, one hundred and fifty-three in number. 
12 And though there were so many, the net was not torn. I Jesus 

said to them, "Come and breakfast." And none of those 
reclining dared ask him, "Who art thou?" knowing that it 

13 was the Lord. And Jesus came and took the bread, and 
14 gave it to them, and likewise the fish. This is now the 

third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he had 
risen from the dead. 

15 The Primacy of Peter When, therefore, they had break
fasted, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, dost 
thou love me more than these do?" He said to him, "Yes, 
Lord, thou knowest that I love thee." He said to him, "Feed 

catch (Lk 5, 1-11 ). Girt his tunk ••• the sea: Peter hastily put 
on his outer garment, without which he is described as "stripped," 
and swam or waded to shore. 

21, 8: About two hundred cubits: about one hundred yards. 
21, 9-13: A tsadition, going back only to the fourth century, poinlll 

to a block of stone on the western shore of the lake near a site 
famous for its seven fountains in the valley of et-Tabgha. 

21, 11: One hundred and fifty-three: there are many interpretations 
of this numbering, ranging from the exact number as recorded by an 
eyewitness to various symbolic meanings. St. Jerome is often reportcJ 
to have claimed that, according to the second century Cilian poet 
Oppian, there are 1 50 species of fish, but this assertion of the poet 
has never been verified. 

21, 12: None of those reclining: the better Greek reading is: "none 
of the disciples." 

21, 14: The third time: the first appearance is mentioned in 20, 
19-23 and the second in 20, 26-29. After he had riJen: after he was 
raised. Many commentators believe that there are symbolic meanings 
woven into this historical narrative, but there is no agreement on the 
symbolism. 

21, 15-17: See Mt 16, 23 n. Since the departure of Jesus from 
this world is imminent, he tells Peter to govern his followers. The 
promise, stated in Mt 16, 18, is now realized. 

21, 15: More than these: a probable allusion to "Even though aU 
shall be scandalized, yet not I" (Mk 14, 29). 
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16 my Iambs." I He said to him a second time, "'Simon, son of 
John, dost thou love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee." He said to him, "Feed my lambs." 

17 A third time he said to him, "Simon, son of John, dost thou 
love me?" Peter was grieved because he said to him for the 
third time, "Dost thou love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, 
thou knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee." 
He said to him, "Feed my sheep. 

18 "Amen, amen, I say to thee, when thou wast young thou 
didst gird thyself and walk where thou wouldst. But when 
thou art old thou wilt stretch forth thy hands, and another 

1' will gird thee, and lead thee where thou wouldst not." Now 
this he said to signify by what manner of death he should 
glorify God. And having spoken thus, he said to him, 
"Follow me." 

20 Turning round, Peter saw following them the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, the one who, at the supper, had leaned 
back upon his breast and said, "Lord, who is it that will 

31 betray thee?" Peter therefore, seeing him, said to Jesus, "Lord, 

21, 16: Lambs: in Greek, "sheep." The transition from "lambs" 
( v. 15) to sheep in this verse and in v. 17 has no particular signifi. 
cance. The omission of "more than these" in the second and third 
questions is probably for the sake of abbreviation and has no particu
lar significance. 

21, 17: Peler WaJ xrieved: many commentators hold as probable 
that the three questions of Jesus were meant to correspond to Peter's 
three denials and that, at the third question, Peuir may have become 
aware of this insinuation. Sheep: in 10, 27 the same metaphor is 
used for Christ's followers. 

21, 18: Jesus foretells Peter's martyrdom, probably in the disguise 
of a proverb. When a man is young, he dresses himself and goes 
where he wants; when old, others help him and lead him where they 
want. Likewise, when Peter ages, he will "stretch forth" his hands 
(on the crossbeam? See Lk 23, 26 n) and others will tie and lead 
him where he will not wish to go, i.e., to death. 

21, 19: Mnner of d•aJh: some Catholics believe this to be an 
allusion only to martyrdom; others say that, regardless of whether 
"stretch forth" your hands of v. 18 alludes to Peter's crucilixion or 
not, it i1 clear that v. 19 refers to Peter's crucilixion because it was a 
past event when these words were written. Irrespective of these two 
opinions, Peter must have at least understood that he would meet 
with a violent death. Glorify God: a martyr gives glory to God by 
testifying to the truth of the divine message through his martyrdom. 
Follow m•: the symbolic meaning may be: follow me in death, as 
Jesus previously told Peter ( 13, 36). 

21, 20: An allusion to the evangelist (see 13; 25). 
21, 21: Peter asks JCIUB what Jo's future will be. 
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22 and what of this man?" I Jesus said to him, "If I wish him 
to remain until I come, what is it to thee? Do thou follow 

23 me." I This saying therefore went abroad among the breth
ren, that that disciple was not to die. But Jesus had not 
said to him, "'He is not to die"; but rather, "If I wish him to 
remain until I come, what is it to thee?" 

24 Second Epilogue This is the disciple who bears witness 
concerning these things, and who has written these things, and 

25 we know that his witness is true. There are, however, many 
other things that Jesus did; but if every one of these should 
be written, not even the world itself, I think, could hold the 
books that would have to be written. Amen. 

21, 22: Jesus does not answer Peter but says in effect: even if he 
wishes Jn to remain alive till his second coming at the end of the 
world, it is no concern of Peter. 

21, 23: Some Catholics say that the apostles and early Christians 
probably thought the evangelist was to live till Christ's second coming, 
but after Jo's death his disciples added this clarification. 

21, 24-25: The second conclusion, written by Jo's disciples or 
friends. See 21, 1-25 n. 

21, 24: Who bear1 wi111e11: it does not follow that Jn was alive 
at this writing. The expression means: his testimony is present in the 
foregoing Gospel. 

21, 25: This verse imitates 20, 30. Compare 1 Mc 9, 22. 



THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

INTRODUCTION 

Never hM any other writer than Luke been seriously proposed u 
lhr author of Acts. The book has been attributed to Luke since 170 
A.O. lleginning with the sections in the Acts where the writer uses 
the pronoun "We" it can be shown that the same author wrote the 
ttsl of Acts and the third Gospel as well. 

Rome is generally considered to have been the place of writing, but 
the date of writing is disputed; the opinions usually vary from the 
year 64 to the eighties of the fust century. As to the sources used by 
Luke for the composition of Ara there is no broad agreement among 
scholars on any specific source for all of the Acts or for parts of them. 
There are only hypotheses in regard to sources used for the first fif. 
teen chapters, and to the different sources used for the rest of Acts. 
The broadest agreement center.I on the "we" sections in 16, 10-17; 
20, 5-21, JR; 27, 1-2R, 16. These sections came most probably 
from the diary that Luke kept on his trips. He apparently incorporated 
the "we" passages directly into Acts without changing the "we" to 
"they." To explain the "we" passages in this manner, in opposition to 
ecplaining that they came from a source other than Luke, is considered 
e step forward in research. At any rate, the "we" passages mean that 
Luke per.ionally took pa.rt in the events narrated by him. 

From the exhaustive but unrewarding research on the sources there 
hos emerged one certain truth: Luke did not write Acts in one particu
lar period but at various times, and having written the book at 
different times ecplains Luke's style. Its main trait is variety. Luke 
switches from a polished style to barbarous Greek, and from a Sep
tuagintal style of Greek to a literal Greek as if he were translating 
an Aramaic docwnent. To understand his Greek, scholars sometimes 
have to retranslate it into Aramaic. The fust fifteen chapters are slow
moving. They breathe a marked Semitic flavor. The m;t of Acts, de
scribing Poul's journeys, are narrated with a Bair. 

The Ii terary form of Acts is that of a travelogue. This is evident 
In all of Acts and particularly in 1, 8 wherein our Lord's words out
line the geographical framework of Luke's account. "You shall be wit
nesst'S for me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and even to 
the very ends of the earth." Instead of describing the missionary ac
tivitic• of the apostles within en historical-chronological framework, 
as a modern historian would do, Luke keeps within a geographical 
framework. The literary fonn of travelogue was common to the Hel
lenistic historians of Luke's day. Beginning with Jerusalem, the cradle 
of the Church, he describes its spreading in Judea, southern Palestine. 
He sweeps through Samaria in northern Palestine and continues 
through Syria, with Antioch its capital and first great Gentile center. 
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After Paul's journeys throughout the Mediterranean world, the story of 
the travel ends in Rome. In spite of the book's title, the acts or acti
vities of the apostles, it is not a description of the work of the twelve 
apostles, but mostly of Peter's activities in the first half, and of Paul's 
in the second half. It must be stated, in fairness to Luke, that his pen 
most probably never wrote the title. 

Since Luke is the author of one work in two volumes, it is legiti
mate to point to the prologue of his first opus, the third Gospel, for a 
clarification of his purpose. Luke states therein that his history is based 
upon the testimony of eyewitnesses and that he "carefully" drew up 
"an orderly account" ( Lk 1, 3). However, the historical narrative is 
not a complete account like a modern history, for Luke omits to re
cord the historic origin of the Christian church in Damascus, in Pales
tinian cities as Joppa, and of the church in Africa, especially Egypt. 
He also omits the later events in Peter's and John's activities, and he 
does not tell us who introduced the Christian message in Rome. In 
spite of these omissions, both works, the third Gospel and Acts, have 
been happily labeled the first history of Christian origins. In his second 
opus, Luke studies thirty to forty years of Church history. This spans 
the period between Ascension Thursday and the destruction of Jerusa
lem in 70 A.D. Luke shows how the first Christians gradually asserted 
their independence from the Jews. Historically, the early Christians 
appear as just another Jewish sect since they are referred to as the 
"Way" (Acts 9, 2). It is significant that they were first called Chris
tians in a Gentile city, Antioch of Syria, not in a Jewish city (Act3 
11, 26). Yet all through the Acts it is shown that the early Christians 
continued to frequent the temple (for many religious observances) and 
to observe the Mosaic Law as they did before their conversion. Even 
Paul, after his last missionary journey, offered sacrifice in the temple. 

Although Luke intended to write true history, scholars ask: Did he 
do so? This questioning the historicity of Acts, namely, the movement 
to deny the historical reliability of Acts, originated in 1841. Since then 
there has been a marked shift of opinion in favor of the historicity of 
Acts. Yet, the Acts are often attacked insofar as only the "we" pas
sages are judged to be historical. 

Just what type of history has Luke written? True, he cannot be 
compared favorably with the famous ancient Greek and Roman his
torians before and during his time, such as Thucydides, Polybius, and 
Tacitus. These men wrote secular history; Luke wrote religious his
tory as did all biblical historians in varying degrees. Luke's religious 
history is borne out by the fact that Acts is the book of the New Tes
tament which best illustrates the role of the Holy Spirit in the Church. 
The Holy Spirit descends at Pentecost and bestows his charismatic 
gifts that are seen in operation in numerous members of the Church 
for many years. The Holy Spirit directs Paul on his journeys. In addi
tion, Acts does have some value as secular history. Since indication of 
dates and places is important in the writing of history, where do we 
find this in Acts? In the "we" sections; and, where Luke is speaking as 
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an eyewitness, he is more exact, graphic, and detailed. The nearer he 
is to the events related, the greater becomes the value of his accounL 
In fact, the second part of Aru is more euct than the first. In the 
first part there is only one date given ( 11, 26). Further on. from the 
death of Stephen (7, 60) to the council at Jerusalem (15, 22-3,), it 
is difficult to follow the events chronologically. The events described 
i11 chs. 1-1' el(tend over a period of about twenty years. Figures giveo 
in Gal 1, 18; 2, 1 help us make this estimate. In the second half of 
Alls, after the Council of Jerusalem, there are more precise chronologi
cal data. For example, Paul is said to have remained a year and a 
half in Corinth (18, 11); two yean and a quarter in Ephesus (19, 
8-10); again three years in Ephesus ( 20, 31 ) ; two years in Caesarea 
(24, 27); two years in Rome (28, 30). All this information affords 
a more accurate chronology of the period after the apostolic council. 
Therefore, the second part is of a higher historical value than the 
first 

From Aru we can fill in many of the gaps in Paul's Epistles, such 
a.s the routes of Paul's missionary journeys, the places where he 
preached, and also his trial before the court of the governor. Although 
there are certain divergences between Acts and the Epistles, most of 
Paul's activities as recorded in Acts are confirmed by the Epistles. 

Outside of the Bible, the reliability of Aru is verified through extra
biblical evidence about persons, events, geographical details, and 
cultural and religious institutions. Only in a few cases are there dis
crepancies between Aru and secular history. 

Within the larger question of the historical reliability of Acts there 
arises the smaller but constantly perplexing question of the histori
cal reliability of the eight speeches of Peter and the nine of Paul. 
Many scholars j!rant that Luke occa.sionally inserts these speeches to 
summarize the events of an historical period. Ths problem, however 
is: has Luke made up these swnmary speeches in free composition or, 
if not, to what degree has he based them on traditions? Or do they 
represent the very words of Peter and Paul? Some scholars believe that 
Luke used a free compositional style, similar to the Greco-Roman his
torians of his day who freely composed speeches suitable to the per
sons concerned. The speeches represented what the persons would have 
said under certain circumstances. This literary device helped the 
readers to understand the meaning of the events. Other scholars claim 
that Luke's speeches are substantially based on tradition, written or 
oral. Ranj!ing between these two opinions are several othen. Hardly 
any scholar judges the speeches, however, as literal reports of what 
Peter and Paul said. 

The in8uence of Acts from the second through the fourth century 
made itself felt in an overproduction of apocryphal books on the acts, 
uses Luke's Acts in the Masses of the feasts of Easter, Ascension, and 
such as those of Peter, Paul, John, Andrew, and othen. The liturgy 
espe<:ially Pentecost, and in a number of feasts of saints. Religious art 
was in.Bueoced by various apocryphal acl3, principally the acts of Paul 
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and Theda. Even in modem times we may get proof of the influence 
of Luke"s Acts by hearing Mendelssohn"s oratorio on St. Paul. 

Main divisions of the Acts of the Apostles are: 
1. Prelude, 1, 1-26 
2. Church in Jerusalem, 2, 1-8, 3 
3. Church in Judea and Samaria, 8, 4-9, 43 
4. Church among the Gentiles, 10--12 
5. First Missionary Journey, 13, 1-15, 35 
6. Second Missionary Journey, 15, 36--18, 22 
7. Third Missionary Journey, 18, 23-21, 16 
8. Paul"s Imprisonment in Palestine, 21, 17-26, 32 
9, Paul's Imprisonment in Rome, 27-28 



PRELUDE 

1 The Ascension In the former book, 0 Theophilus, I spoke 
of all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 

2 !until the day on which he was taken up, after he had 
given commandments through the Holy Spirit to the apos-

3 ties whom he had chosen. To them also he showed himself 
alive afler his passion by many proofs, during forty days 
appearing to them and speaking of the kingdom of God. 

4 AnJ while eating with them, he charged them not to de· 
part from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Pather, "of which you have heard," said he, "by my 

, mouth; I for John indeed baptized with water, but you 
shall he baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence." 

6 They therefore who had come together began to ask 
him, saying, "Lord, wilt thou at this time restore the king· 
dom to Israel?" 

7 But he said to them, "It is not for you to know the 
times or dates which the Father has fixed by his own au· 

1, 1-5: These verses constitute a secondary prologue to Lk's two 
volume work, the Gospel nnd the Acts. This prologue as well as the 
other ( Lk 1, 1-4) are modeled after classical prol~ues, according to 
which rhc second prologue always briefly summarizes the first volume. 
Thus the prologue to Acts briefly summarizes the events recorded in 
Lk"s Gospel. 

I, I: The former book: the Gospel of Lk. Theophilun see Lk 1, 
1-4 n. 

1, 2: He was laken up: see v. 9. Given commandmenll: a reference 
to the 'omrnanJ to baptize all nations (Mt 28, 19f). The Holy Spiril: 
since Lk frequently mentions that the Church is guided by the Holy 
Spirit, some <ornmentators call Acts "the Gospel of the Holy Spirit." 

1, I: /'orly dayr: the Bible often uses forty as a round number 
(see 1. 9·t I n). Speakinx of 1he kinxdom of God: this was Christ's 
lentral doctrine before his resurrection and it remained that of the 
npostb. 

1, 4: The meal may refer to the appearance of Jesus to the apostles 
(sec Lk 2·1, 42f). The promiJe: the Holy Spirit. Of which you havl 
heard: a reference to the instructions given by Jesus (Lk 24, 42-49). 

1, 5: A reference tu Pentecost. See Mt 3, 11-12 n. 
1, 6: The apostles still thought of a political Messianic kingdom 

(see Lk 19, II and Mt 20, 21). 
1 b 7: It was not for the apostles to know when the Father will re

esta lish the true spiritual kingdom at the end of the world. 
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e thority; I but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you shall be witnesses for me in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and even to the 
very ends of the earth." 

9 And when he had said this, he was lifted up before 
10 their eyes, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And 

while they were gazing up to heaven as he went, behold, 
11 two men stood by them in white garments, I and said to 

them, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up to 

1, 8: You shall be witnesses: the nature of the apostles' mission 
was lo be witnesses throughout the world for Christ-his passion, 
death, resurrection, and ascension. (See Introduction to Acts on the 
literary form of travelogue.) 

1, 9-11: The common opinion about the ascension has been that 
after his resurrection Jesus remained on earth for forty days, and only 
once ascended into heaven at the end of those forty days. The new 
opinion rightly claims that, besides the one visible historical ascen
sion after forty days, Jesus ascended into heaven invisibly many times 
before that fortieth day. 

A tradition is detected from many passages that narrate the resur
rection of Christ and his being exalted into glory, but these passages 
presuppose the visible ascension (e.g., 1 Thes 1, 10). A second 
tradition affirms the ascension as a theological fact (e.g., Acts 5, 31: 
"him God has exalted to (not 'with') his right hand"). A third 
tradition states that the ascension is an historical fact, because of an 
eyewitness account (Acts 1, 9-11 ), and at all other times because of the 
indications of time and place of the ascension, in spite of variations in 
date. Acts 1, 3 puts forty days between the resurrection and the 
ascension, whereas Luke in his Gospel seems to place the resurrection 
and ascension on the same Easter day (see Lk 24, 50-5 3 n). See also 
Jn 20, 17 n which explains that Christ ascended invisibly into heaven 
on Easter. 

There are two aspects of the ascension: the visible departure from 
this world (the historical ascension) and the invisible arrival in the 
other world (the theological ascension)_ The second aspect is the 
object of faith and the essential part of the mystery of the ascension. 
The first and second traditiohs did not mention the historical ascension 
because it was not considered essential to the mystery. The new opinion, 
however, holds that Christ ascended into heaven on Easter and inter
rupted his stay there to appear on earth from time to time till his la>t 
appearance on Mount Olivet. 

1, 10-11: Two me11 . - . in white garme1111: a comparison with the 
description of the "two men" at the empty grave led scholars to 
deduce that Acts speak of two angels here (see Lk 24, 4 par). Jesus 
will return in "a cloud" (v. 9) at the end of the world "in the 
same way" (v. 11) as he ascended. The cloud is not meant literally. 
The expression forms part of the customary literary embroidery when 
the appearance of God is narrated. Many believe that this description 
originated from Dn 7, 13. See, e.g., Ex 13, 21-22 n and Mt 17 5 
on the transfiguration. ' 

1, 11 : The verse is used in the Introit of the Mass on Ascension 
Thursday. 
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heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, shall come in the same way as you have seen him 
going up to heaven." 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey. 

n Anrl when they had entered the city, they mounted to the 
upper room where were staying Peter and John, James and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James the son of Alpheus, and Simon the Zealot, and Jude 

14 the brother of James. All these with one mind continued 
steadfastly in prayer with the women and Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brethren. 

1' Matthias Chosen Jn those days Peter stood up in the 
midst of the brethren (now the number of persons met 
together was about a hundred and twenty), and he said, 

16 "Brethren, the Scripture must be fullfilled which the Holy 
Spirit declared before by the mouth of David concerning 
Judas, who was the guide of those who arrested Jesus; 

17 I inasmuch as he had been numbered among us and was 
18 allotted his share in this ministry. And he indeed bought a 

field with the price of his iniquity and, being hanged, burst 
19 asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And it 

became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the 
field came to be called in their language Haceldama, that is, 

20 the Field of Blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, 
'Let their habitation become desolate and 191 there be none 
to dwell in it.' And, 'His ministry let another take.' 

I, 12: A Sabba1h day'1 iourney: about two.thirds of a mile. It was 
permirte<l lo a Jew to travel that distance during the Sabbath rest. 

1, LI: The upper room: it is an open question whether this is the 
same room as the cenacle where the Last Supper was held (see Mk 14, 
15 par) or the house of Mark's mother ( 12, 12) or the scene of 
l'c111...-ost ( 2, I ·2). On the list of the apostles see table, p. 157. 

I, 14: Hi1 hrelhren: see Mt 13, 55·56 n. 
I, 15: In 1ho1e day1: the days between ascension and Pentecost. A 

hu11dr.d ""d tu•enty: see 1, 13 n. The opinion cannot be supporte<l that 
lk mentioned this number because in Jewish law 120 persons were 
<uns1<lered sufficient to form a legally recognized community. 

I, 16: The Psalter as a whole is attJibuted to David. (See ln!Joduc
tion to the Psalms, Vol I, p. 939.) 

1, 18-19: See Mt 27, 3-10 n for the different accounts of the death 
of Judas. 

1, 1 H: Peter reinterprets Pss 68, 26 and 108, 8 almost as if they had 
foretold the apostasy of Judas. 
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21 "Therefore, of these men who have been in our com 
pany all the time that the Lord Jesus moved among us 

22 I from John's baptism until the day that he was taken u1 
from us, of these one must become a witness with us o. 
his resurrection." 

23 And they put forward two: Joseph, called Barsabbas 
24 who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayc, 

and said, "Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all, show 
25 which of these two thou hast chosen I to take the plan 

in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas fell awa} 
to go to his own place." 

26 And they drew lots between them, and the lot fell upon 
Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles, 

2 

I. THE CHURCH IN PALESTINE 
AND SYRIA 

I. GROWTH OF THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM 

1 Descent of the Holy Spirit And when the days of 
Pentecost were drawing to a close, they were all together 

1, 21-22: The two requirements were the witnessing to the whole 
public life of Christ and to the resurrection of Christ. 

1, 23: Nothing certain is known from scripture and tradition about 
these two men. 

1, 24: The prayer seems addressed not to the Father but to Jesus 
who chose the apostles ( 1, 2). 

1, 25-26: His own place: this is not an insinuation of hell but a 
Semitic euphemism for "he died." There is no mention of an ordi11'1-
tion by the laying on of hands. They drew lotI: they probably put 
stones with names written on them into a container and shook it 
until one stone fell cul 

1, 26: The apostles insisted on a full complement of tweh:c, 
probably because they thought of the twelve thrones to be filled in 
the political Messianic kingdom (1, 6). Yet, after the death of James 
the Apostle (see 12, 2-3 n), they did not replace him,/'robably because 
Pentecost had spiritualized their political view o the Messianic 
kingdom. 

2, 1: Days: although the Greek text says "day," the sense is that 
the fifty-day period ("days of Pentecost") after Easter was ending. 
It was not the fiftieth day, Pentecost day, which was "drawing to a 
close." This interpretation is confirmed by "for it is only the third 
hour of the day" (v. 15 ). Pentecost day was the Jewish thanksgiving 
day for the wheat harvest (Ex 23, 16), but grndually it develop!'d 
into an anniversary celebration of the reception of the Law by Moses 
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2 in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a violent wind blowing, and it filled the 

~ whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared 
to them parted tongues as of fire, which settled upon each 

4 of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in foreign tongues, even as the Holy Spirit 
prompted them to speak. 

' Now there were staying at Jerusalem devout Jews from 
6 every nation under heaven. And when this sound was 

heard, the multitude gathered and were bewildered in 

on Mount Sinai. The Jews who spoke Greek used the tenn Pentecost; 
the Jews who spoke Aramaic used the term Feast of Weeks. Pentecost 
was one of the three days prescribed for the visiting of the temple. 
In one place: see 1, 13 n. 

2, 2·3: The descent of the Holy Spirit was accompanied not by 
a wind but by a sound resembling the sound of a wind ("as of a 
violent wind"). At the same time there appeared something resem
bling fiery ton,l!ues, but they were not of lire ("as of fire"). The sound 
and tongues were perceptible for only a brief time and perhaps by 
the twelve only, as is probably indicated by the expression "the 
Eleven" (2, 14) rather than by "120" (1, 1'). 

2, 4-13: Scholars agree that the miracle on Pentecost was not one 
of hearing. This means: when the apostles spoke Aramaic, the miracle 
was not that the apostles' words were heard by every listener in his 
own native language. To speak in foreign longues (2, 4): the more 
common opinion is that at Pentecost the apostles spoke in foreign 
languages and not in ecstasy (which is the gift of tongues). See 1 Cor 
14, 2 n. This more common opinion is implied in the literal Greek "to 
speak olher tongues." However, the translation of "other" into "for
eign" in this context is warranted, because the Jews from abroad ob
serve that, although the apostles are Galileans (2, 7), they speak the 
lan,l!uages of the Diaspora ( 2, 11). Each apostle, apparently, spoke 
only the one foreign language which those gathered around him under
stood. They are full of new wine (2, 13): this mockery does not neces
sarily mean that the apostles spoke ecstatically, i.e., that they enjoyed 
the gift of tongues. To mockingly accuse them of intoxication may in
dicate the great enthusiasm displayed by the apostles in their speeches, 
or it may indicate that, though the apostles did no/ speak certain lan
guages, the listeners jeered because they thought to have heard certain 
lnngual!es rather poorly spoken by the apostles. 

Luke himself distinguishes between "to speak in tongues," which 
means to speak in ecstasy (see Acts 10, 46; 19, 6) and "to speak 
other tongues," which means to speak in "foreign" tongues as at 
Pentecost (see Acts 2, 4). 

Without accepting the radical opinion that the Pentecost event never 
happened but is to be considered as purely symbolic, there is still room 
for symbolism in the common opinion referred to above, namely: the 
speakinl! in foreign tonl(ues symbolized the universality of the Church. 

2, 6: It is an open question whether the multitude gathered because 
they heard the "sound from heaven" ( v. 2) or "because each heard 
them speaking in his own lanl(ual(e." 
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mind, because each heard them speaking in his own lan-
7 guage. But they were all amazed and marvelled, saying, 

"Behold, are not all these that are speaking Galileans? 
8 And how have we heard each his own language in which 
9 he was born? I Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and in

habitants of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus 
JO and Asia, I Phrygia and Parnphylia, Egypt and the parts 
11 of Libya about Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, I Jews 

also and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we have heard 
them speaking in our own languages of the wonderful 
works of God." 

12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
13 another, 'What does this mean?" But others said in mock

ery, "They are full of new wine." 

14 Peter's Discourse But Peter, standing up with the Eleven, 
lifted up his voice and spoke out to them: "Men of Judea 
and all you who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

1' you, and give ear to my words. These men are not drunk, 
as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

2, 7-12: Many people in Jerusalem were permanent citizens who 
originally came from different countries abroad, and there were other.; 
from abroad who came only for the feast. 

The list is meant as a general description of the Jewish settle
ments abroad. There were perhaps some Jewish settlements which dul 
not send representatives, but it would seem more certain that repre
sentatives of some Jewish settlements not mentioned in the list as, 
for instance, Syria, Macedonia, Achaia, were present in Jerusalem at 
Pentecost. The list runs from east to west, barring the discrepant 
"Cretans and Arabs." About fifteen geographical names are listed. 

2, 9: /11dea: there is no satisfactory answer to the question why 
Judea appean; here between Mesopotamia and Cappadocia. Aria: see 
16, 6 n. 

2, 11: Proselytes: full-fledged converts who observed the entire 
Mosaic Law including circumcision. A partial convert was called a 
"God-fearer," or "wonhiper" (of God) or "pious." He followed part 
of the Mosaic Law and was not circumcised. Although the extent of 
the observance of the Mosaic Law may have varied from place to 
place, the Sabbath, the temple tax ordinance, and the important dietary 
laws seem to have been observed in general by the partial converts. 
Outside of Palestine, more of the partial converts seem to have become 
oonverted to Christianity than Jews or pagans. The wonderf11l works 
of God: salvation through Jesus Christ 

2, 13: See 2, 4-13 n. New wine: sweet wine or must 
2, 15 : The third ho11r: 9 A.M. From dawn to dusk the day was 

divided into twelve "hour.>." See 2, 1 n. 



~ 

Peoples and Places 
Named in Acts 2, 9-11 

•11aw there were staying at Jerusalem devout Jews from evecy nation under heaven" (Acts 2,~ 

N 

t 
P.AITHl.ANS 



422 ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 2 

17 'And it shall come to pass in the last days, says the Lord, 
that I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 

18 dreams. And moreover upon my servants and upon my 
handmaids in those days will I pour forth of my Spirit, 

19 and they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the 
heavens above and signs on the earth beneath, blood and 

20 fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the day of the 

21 Lord comes, the great and manifest day. And it shall 
come to pass that whoever calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.' 

22 "Men of Israel, hear these words. Jesus of Nazareth 
was a man approved by God among you by miracles an<l 
wonders and signs, which God did through him in the 

23 midst of you, as you yourselves know. Him, when de· 
livered up by the settled purpose and foreknowledge of 
God, you have crucified and slain by the hands of wicked 

24 men. But God has raised him up, having loosed the sorrows 
of hell, because it was not possible that he should be held 

2s fast by it. For David says with reference to him, 'I saw 
the Lord before me always, because he is at my right hand, 

2, 17-21: see JI 3, 1-5 n and 3, 3-4 n. Peter's message is that the 
Messianic age has begun. He says that "this" (v. 16) outpouring of 
God's Spirit (v. 17), described in vv. 4-13, has in the Messianic age 
("in the last days," v. 17) fallen upon all men ("all flesh") without 
distinction of sex ("your sons and your daughters"), age ( "youn,I! 
men ... old men") or social classes ("servants ... handmaids"), 
They all will "prophesy," i.e., speak about God. 

2, 22-36: Peter, strengthened by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost in the 
understanding of Christ's resurrection and of God's plan of salvation 
outlined in the Old Testament, reinterprets the Old Testament promises 
in Pss 15, 8-11 and 109, 1 as fulfilled in Christ. 

2, 23: You have crucified at1d J/ain by the handJ of wicked men: 
this first of a series of accusations in Acts does not extend to more 
Jews than the few as explained in Mt 27, 25 n. 

2, 24: (God) looud the so"owJ of hell: God raised Jesus from the 
dead. 

2, 25-28: This quotation is from Ps 15, 8-11 of the Greek (Sep.), 
not of the Hebrew Bible. The Hebrew text expresses only joy at 
escape from death. See Ps 15, 10 n and 11. The Hebrew text reads 
literally: "nor will you suffer your faithful one to see the pit" 
("to see the pit" is better than "undergo corruption" as it is sometimes 
rendered (from the Greek) in Ps 15, 10). Peter, in referring to 
Christ (vv. 27, 31), uses an expression equivalent to corruption 
("decay") since Christ's body did not decay but arose from the dead. 

2, 25: Da1•id: the scriptural argument is true here, even if the 
author were not David (see 1, 16 n and 2, 29-31 n). 
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26 lest I be moved. This is why my heart has made merry and 
my tongue has rejoiced; moreover my Jlesh also will rest 

27 in hope, I because thou wilt not abandon my soul to hell, 
21 neither wilt thou let thy Holy One undergo decay. Thou hast 

made known to me the ways of life; thou wilt fill me with 
joy in thy presence.' 

29 "'Brethren, let me say to you freely of the patriarch 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb 

50 is with us to this very day. Therefore, since he was a 
prophet and knew that God 'had sworn to him with an 
oath that of the fruit of his loins one should sit upon 

31 his throne,' I he, foreseeing it, spoke of the resurrection 
of the Christ. For neither was he abandoned to hell, nor 

32 did his Jlesh undergo decay. This Jesus God has raised up, 
33 and we are all witnesses of it. Therefore, exalted by the 

right hand of God, and receiving from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured forth this Spirit 

'4 which you see and hear. For David did not ascend into 
heaven, but he says himself, 'The Lord said to my Lord: 

" Sit thou at my right hand, I until I make thy enemies thy 
footstool.' 

36 "Therefore, let all the house of Israel know most as-
suredly that God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified." 

2, 29· 31: Peter argues: since David (or the unknown Psalmist) 
died, the rrophecy could not refer to David himself but to a de
BCendant o David-Christ whom God resurrected from the dead. 

2, 30: See 2 Sm 7, 8-16 n. ' 
2, 32-H: This is an example of expounding the ascension as a 

theological fact (see 1, 9-11 n). 
2, H: In this trinitarian verse there is a very early revelation of 

the Spirit described not as a power but as the Third Person of the 
Trinity. Exa/Jed by (or al) 1he ri11h1 hand of God: this unity in 
operation-Christ ruling with the Father-reveals the divinity of Christ 
in Semitic thought patterns. In accordance with western Greek thought 
patterns, we hold Christ's unity with the Father as one of nature. V. 
36 does not mean that Christ was not God before the ascension, but 
that God the Father took the initiative, as it were, to effect this unity 
in operation. 

2, 34·3~: Ps 109, 1 is quoted from the Greek (Sep.). 
2, 34: The Lord 1aid lo m'/, Lord: see Ps 109, 1 n and 109, 1-7 n. 
2, 36: God ha1 made bol Lord and Chri11: God made "Christ" 

through his resurrection both God and the Messia (see 2, 33 n). 
Some Catholics prefer this attitude toward the problem of the 

authenticity of Peter's speeches: whether they are substantially Peter's 
words is not as important as is the fact that they represent the preach
in)! ( keryJ!.ma) of the early Church in Jerusalem. (See authenticity of 
speeches in the Introduction to Acts.) 
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37 The Result Now on hearing this they were pierced to 
the heart and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
"Brethren, what shall we do?" 

~ But Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

39 Spirit. For to you is the promise and to your children and 
to all who are far off, even to all whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself." 

40 And with very many other words he bore witness, and 
exhorted them, saying, "Save yourselves from this perverse 
generation." 

41 Now they who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three thousand souls. 

42 Fervor of the Early Church And they continued stead
fastly in the teaching of the apostles and in the communion 

43 of the breaking of the bread and in the prayers. And fear 
came upon every soul; many wonders also and signs were 
done by means of the apostles in Jerusalem, and great fear 

44 came upon all. And all who believed were together and held 
"'' all things in common, J and would sell their possessions and 

goods and distribute them among all according as anyone 

2, 38: Repent: this is the same repentance as preached by John the 
Baptist( see Mt 3, 2 n). ln the name of Jesus Christ: see Mt 28, 19.n. 

2, 39: The promise: a reference to the promise that God made to 
Abraham and renewed throughout the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit 
is one of the most important Messianic promises. To all u·ho are far 
off: the conversion of the Gentiles was foretold in the Old Testament 
(see Is 2, 2-4 n). The Jews will have the privilege of receiving the 
good news of Christ's religion before the Gentiles. 

2, 42-47: This is one of the three "summaries" in Acts. The other 
two are 4, 32-35 and S, 12-16. Their common features are: the apostles 
teach (see 2, 42 n); and work miracles (v. 43); the faithful publicly 
frequent the temple, but privately celebrate the Holy Eucharist at 
home (v. 46); they live a joyful, limited common life (see 2, 42 n); 
the number of the faithful increases (v. 47). These descriptive 
summaries of the infant Church are meant to indicate different periods 
in different narrative parts of Acts. 

2, 42: Teachi11g: the Greek word is didache, which is often used 
in contrast with kerygma, ("preaching"). The content matter of the 
kerJ•gma is the announcement of the Gospel, i.e., of the words and 
deeds of Jesus. This announcement is best exemplified in the synoptic 
Gospels. The content matter of the didache is the advanced teaching of 
the kerygma best exemplified in the New Testament Epistles. The 
content matter· e>Lten overlaps in the preaching and teaching. ln the 
communion of the breaking of the bread: literally, "in the fellowship, 
in the breaking of the bread." The first phrase refers to the harmonious, 
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46 had need. And continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread in their houses, they took their 

47 food with gladness and simplicity of heart, I praising God 
and being in favor with all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their company such as were to be saved. 

' I A Lame Beggar Now Peter and John were going up into 
2 the temple at the ninth hour of prayer. And a certain man, 

wlio had been lame from his mother's womb, was being car· 
ried by, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple 
called the Beautiful, that he might ask alms of those 

' going into the temple. And he, seeing Peter and John 
4 about to go into the temple, asked for an alms. But Peter, 
' gazing upon him with John, said, "Look at us." And he 

looked at them earnestly, hoping to receive something from 
6 them. But Peter said, "Silver and gold I have none; but 

what I have, that I give thee. In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, arise and walk." 

7 And taking him by the right hand, he raised him up, 
8 and immediately his feet and ankles became strong. And 

leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and went with 
them into the temple, walking and leaping and praising 

9 God. And all the people saw him walking and praising 
10 God. And they recognized him as the man who used to 

sit for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they 
were filled with wonder and amazement 11t what had hap· 
pened to him. 

common life whose main characteristic was not communism. Each 
owned his own goods but was ready to share them with anyone who 
was in need (see v. 4~). A stricter form of communism was practiced 
by the Essenes who left us the Dead Sea Scrolls. The words '"in the 
hreaking of the bread"" (as in v. 46) in themselves may mean a 
Jewish repast but in a Christian context they meant the Eucharistic 
repast. It seems that the common life was a prerequisite for partaking 
in the Eucharistic celebration. The prtJyers: a reference to specific 
prayers. 

2, 46: They loo/, their food: ordinary meals, not Eucharistic meals • 
. 3. 1-11: There is no indication of how long after Pentecost this 

mirade took place. Just as the evangelists in their Gospels described 
only some of the miracles of Jesus, so does Lk here describe only some 
of the miracles of the apostles. 

~. I: The 11i111h hour: about 3 P.M. The second of two daily 
holocnusts were then offered, accordin,I! to Nm 28, 3-4. 

3, 6: In the nam11 of: by the authority of. 
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11 Now as he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran 
to them in the portico called Solomon's, greatly wondering. 

U Peter's Discourse But when Peter saw it, he said to the 
people: "Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this, or why 
do you stare at us, as though by any power or holiness of 

13 our own we had made this man walk? The God of Abraham 
and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, the God of 
our fathers, has glorified his Son Jesus, whom you indeed 
delivered up and disowned before the face of Pilate, when 

14 he had decided that he should be released. But you dis· 
owned the Holy and Just One, and asked that a murderer 

15 should be granted to you; I but the author of life you killed, 
whom God has raised up from the dead; whereof we are 

16 witnesses. And it is his name, by means of faith in his 
name, that has made strong this man whom you behold 
and recognize; moreover it is the faith that comes through 
Jesus that has given him the per feet health you all see. 

17 "And now, brethren, I know that you acted in igno· 
18 ranee, as did also your rulers. But in this way God fulfilled 

what he had announced beforehand by the mouth of all 
19 the prophets, namely, that his Christ should suffer. Repent 

therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
20 out I in order that, when the times of refreshment shall 

3, 12-26: By the use of words found in the Greek text of Isaia, 
Lk may have alluded enough to the suffering servant of Isaia (see Is 
52, 13-53, 12) to justify the opinion that his indirect message here 
is: Jesus fulfilled the role of Isaia's servant. The allusions are: 1. 
"God ... has glorified his sorr" (v. 13). Luke's Greek word for 
son is pais, which can also mean sert'ant depending on the context. 
2. " ... whom you indeed delivered up" (v. 13). 3. The Just Orre 
(v. 14). 4. "suffer" (v. 18). 5. "Son" or Servant (v. 26). 

3, 13: Whom you irrdeed delivered up arrd disowrred before th• 
face of Pi/aJe: for this accusation and the one made in v. 17, see 2, 
23 n. When he had decided that he should be re/eared: this is one 
of the most lenient biblical statements on exculpating Pilate (see Jn 19, 
16 n). 

3, 15: The author of life )'OU killed: this expression may mean 
"you killed the one who brings life-giving doctrine" (see Lk 23, 34 
n). It is the strongest text, though, which might be construed to mean 
that the Jews committed deicide. 

3, 16: His rrame ... his rrame: Hebraic idiom for Christ"s person. 
3. 18: Only after Pentecost was this message of the prophets clearly 

understood. 
3. 20: Irr order that, etc.: in Greek "in order that times of 

refreshment may come from the presence of the Lord and he may 
send the Messia appointed beforehand for you, Jesus." The notion 
that repentance will hasten the final coming of Chsist is also found in 
2 Pt 3, 9. Refre1hment: a synonym for "restoration" (v. 21). 
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come from the presence of the Lord, he may send him 
21 who has been preached to you, Jesus Christ. For heaven 

indeed must receive him until the times of the restoration 
of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of 

22 his holy prophets who have been from of old. For Moses 
said, 'The Lord your God shall raise up to you a prophet 
from among your brethren, as he raised up me; to him 
you shall hearken in all things that he shall speak to you. 

2' And it shall be that every soul that will not hearken to 
that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. 

24 "And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel on-
2' wards, have also announced these days. You are the children 

of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with 
your fathers, saying to Abraham, 'And in thy offspring shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.' 

26 "To you first God, raising up his Son, has sent him to bless 
you, that everyone may turn from his wickedness." 

4 
l Arrest and Release of Peter and /ohn Now while they 

were speaking to the people, the priests and the officer of 
2 the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, I being 

grieved because they were teaching the people and pro
claiming in the case of Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 

' And they set hands upon them and placed them in custody 
4 till the next day; for it was already evening. But many 

of those who had heard the word believed, and the 
number of the men came to be five thousand. 

' Now it came to pass on the morrow that their rulers and 
6 elders and Scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem I with 

Annas, the high priest, and Caiphas and John and Alex-

3, 21: Christ will remain in heaven until "the restoration of all 
things". into the kingdom by Jesus at his final coming. "Of which" 
rcstoration "God has spoken" through the prophet. HiJ holy prophell: 
see v. 21. Only after Pentecost is it clear that the conclusion of the 
prophets' messages was to lead to Christ's kingdom at the end of the 
world. 

3, 22-23: See Dt 18, 15-20 n. 
3, 2~: See Gn 12, 3 n. 
3, 26: See 2, 39 n. 
4, I: The /1rieJts: probably those on duty for the week in the temple. 

Of/1Cer of the temple: the priest in charge of the priests and Levitcs 
who guarded the temple. . 

4, 2-3: The Saddutees objected to both, the apostles' assumption of 
the authonly to teach anJ the doctrine of the resurrection (see 23, 8) . 

. 4, 6: . Annas, the high priest, and Caiphas: Caiphas was officially the 
high pr1est, but srnce Annas, his father-in-law, was the power behind 
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ander and as many as belonged to the high-priestly family. 
7 And setting them in the midst, they began to inquire, "By 

what authority or in what name have you done this?" 
s Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 
SI "Rulers of the people and elders, I if we are on trial today 

about a good work done to a cripple, as to how this man 
10 has been cured, be it known to all of you and to all the 

people of Israel that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified, whom God has raised from the deaJ, 
even in this name does he stand here before you, sound. 

11 This is 'The stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 
which has become the corner stone.' 

12 "Neither is there salvation in any other. For there is no 
other name under heaven given to men by which we must 
be saved.'' 

U Now seeing the boldness of Peter and John, and finding 
that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they began 
to marvel, and to recognize them as having been with 

14 Jesus. And seeing the man who had been cured standing 
1' with them, they could say nothing in reply. So they ordered 

them to withdraw from the council chamber; and they 
16 conferred together, I saying, "What shall we do with these 

men? For that indeed an evident miracle has been done 
by them is manifest to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

17 and we cannot deny it. But lest it spread further among 
the people, let us warn them to speak no more about this 

18 name to any man." And summoning them, they charged 
them not to speak or to reach at all in the name of Jesus. 

19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether 
it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather 

20 than to God, decide for yourselves. For we cannot but 
21 speak of what we have seen and heard." But they, after 

threatening them, let them go, not finding any way of 
punishing them, because of the people; for all were glori-

22 fying what had come to pass. For the man upon whom 
this miraculous cure had been done was more than forty 
years old. 

23 Thanksgiving Now after their dismissal, they came to 

the throne, Luke calls Annas "the high priest." (See Jn 18, 13 n..) 
John and Alexander: nothins is known of them. 

4, 10: If/ham you aucified: see 2, 23 n. 
4, 11: The psalmist called Israel the "comer stone" but Peter in 

the light of Pentecost, calls Christ the comer stone (see Ps 117, 22 °n). 
4, 13: Ordmary men: not public officials of any type. 
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their companions and reported all that the chief priests 
24 and the elders had said to them. But they, when they 

heard it, lifted up their voice with one accord to God and 
said, "Lord, it is thou who didst make heaven and earth and 

n the sea and all that is in them, I who didst say by the Holy 
Spirit through the mouth of our father David, thy servant, 
'Why did the Gentiles rage and the peoples plan vain 

26 things? The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers 
assembled together against the Lord and against his Christ.' 

27 "For of a truth there assembled together in this city against 
thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, Herod 
and Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles and the peoples of 

2e Israel, I to do what thy hand and thy counsel decreed to 
29 be done. And now, Lord, take note of their threats,' and 

grant to thy servants to speak thy word with all bold-
'o ness, I while thou stretchest forth thy hand to cures and 

signs and wonders to be wrought by the name of thy holy 
servant Jesus." 'l And when they had prayed, the place where they had 
assembled was shaken, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness. 

32 Manner of Life of Christians Now the multitude of the 
believers were of one heart and one soul, and not one of them 
said that anything he possessed was his own, but they had 

'' all things in common. And with great power the apostles 
gave testimony to the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord; 

34 and great grace was in them all. Nor -was there anyone 
among them in want. For those who owned lands or houses 

4, 24: Lord: in Greek, "de1po11J." It expresses God as creator more 
powerfully than "Kyrie." II ii 1ho11 •.• in 1hem: the prayer comes 
from Ex 20, 11 and Ps 145, 6. 

4, 25-27: Ps 2, 1-2 is reinterpreted in v. 27 to signify Christ. 
DtJvid: see 2, 25 n. For the original meaning of the Psalm see Ps 2, 
1-12 n. 

4, 27: The Gen1i/e1: Pilate's pagan soldiers. The people1 of Israel: 
the few leaders. Israel assembled against Jesus in the person of their 
few leaders (see 2, 23 n). 

4, I I : The verse is commonly entitled "little Pentecost" because the 
community is "conJirmed" to speak boldly under threats as the apostles 
had rt"<( uested ( v. 29). 

4, 12-15: One of the summaries as described in 2, 42-47 n. 
4, B: Great power: a probable reference to miracles. GrelJI grace: 

this may refer to grace from God and favor from men. 
'I. l·l_-:-5, 11: The description of the common life (vv. 34f) is well 

exemplil1ed by Barnabas (vv. 36f) and poorly by Ananias and 
Sapphira (5, 1·11 ). 
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3' would sell them and bring the price of what they sold I and 
lay it at the feet of the apostles, and distribution was made 

36 to each, according as any one had need. Now Joseph, who 
by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas (which is translated 

37 Son of Consolation), a Levite and a native of Cyprus, I sold 
the field that he had, and brought the price and laid it at 
the feet of the apostles. 

' 1 Antinias and Sapphira A man named Ananias, with 
2 Sapphira his wife, sold a piece of land I and by fraud kept 

back part of the price of the land, with the connivance of 
his wife, and bringing a part only, laid it at the feet of 

3 the apostles. But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan 
tempted thy heart, that thou shouldst lie to the Holy 
Spirit and by fraud keep back part of the price of the 

4 land? While it yet remained, did it not remain thine; and 
after it was sold, was not the money at thy disposal? Why 
hast thou conceived this thing in thy heart? Thou hast not 

5 lied to men, but to God." And Ananias, hearing these 
words, fell down and expired. And great fear came upon 

6 all who heard of it. And the young men got up and re
moved him and, carrying him out, buried him. 

7 About three hours later his wife, not knowing what 
8 had happened, came in. And Peter said to her, "Tell me, 

did you sell the land for so much?" And she said, "'Yes, 
9 for so much." And Peter said to her, "'Why have you agreed 

4, 36: B11rnahaJ: the companion of Paul, mentioned in 9, 27 and 11, 
22. Son of Con1olaJion: a Semitic idiom for ··one who consoled.'" 

5, 1-11: The punishment was death, not eternal damnation. Never
theless, the main difficulty is: why did the couple receive such a 
severe punishment, the most severe in the entire New Testament? The 
common opinion which explains that the crime of attempting to 
deceive Peter and the Holy Spirit merited this punishment seems 
inadequate. Also inadequate is another opinion which holds that because 
it was the first example of sin in the community it had to be 
punished severely. 1bere is insufficient evidence for the following 
attractive conjectuJe: the couple died a natural death and this was 
interpreted as a punishment. Later the crime of having lied to the 
Holy Spirit was invented to justify the death penalty. Luke recorded 
this story because of its religious value, inasmuch as it asserted the 
respect due to the apostles and the Holy Spirit, and the importance 
of the common life. 

5. I: ""Ananias'" means '"Yahweh is gracious." '"Sapphira" means 
"beautiful." The inscription '"Sapphira" is found on a burial urn in 
Jerusalem, but this does not prove that it refers to the Sapphira of this 
narrative. 
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to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold the feet of those 
who have buried thy husband are at the door, and they will 

10 carry thee out." And she fell down immediately at his 
feet and expired. And the young men, coming in, found 
her dead, and carrying her out they buried her beside her 

u husband. And great fear came upon the whole church and 
upon all who heard of this. 

12 Miracles Now by the hands of the apostles many signs 
and wonders were done among the people. And with one 

13 accord they all would meet in Solomon's portico; I but of 
the rest, no one dared to associate with them, yet the 

14 people made much of them. And the multitude of men and 
1' women who believed in the Lord increased still more, so 

that they carried the sick into the streets and laid them on 
beds and pallets that, when Peter passed, his shadow at least 

16 might fall on some of them. And there came also multitudes 
from the towns near Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those 
troubled with wiclean spirits, and they were all cured. 

17 Arrest of the Apostles But the high priest rose up, and 
all those who were with him (that is the party of the 

IB Sadducees), and being filled with jealousy I seized the apostles 
19 and put them in the public prison. But during the night 

an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison 
20 and led them out, and said, I "Go, stand and speak in the 
21 temple to the people all the words of this' life." And when 

5, 11: Ch1mh: the first use of eU/e1ia in Acts. Since its equivalent 
In Hebrew was the technical term for Chosen People, Luke may be 
insinuating that the Christian community has replaced the Chosen 
People of the Old Testament. 

5, 12-16: The third of the '"summaries" as described in 2, 42-47 n. 
Peter is recognized as head of the disciples by the people who bring 
the sick and possessed to him just as they brought them to Christ. 

5, 13: One of several interpretations is the following: '"But of 
the rest" (the non-Christians near Solomon's portico) '"no one" (of 
th~ non-Christians) dared lo associate with them (the Christians), 
yet the people (the same non-Christians) '"made much of them" 
(the Christians). 

5, 18: The a/1oule1: some of the twelve or perhaps all of them. 
5, 19: In Greek, the meaning is "messenger." Does Luke mean a 

spiritunl being? Or does he mean "the angel of Yahweh" as in the 
Old Testament where it symbolized a personification of God's 
ProviJeme' AcrnrJing to the latter sense, which many modern Catholic 
scholars endorse, the apostles escaped prison through a providential 
(natural or supernatural) act. 
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they heard this, they went into the temple about daybreak 
and began to teach. 

But the chief priests and his party came and they called 
together the Sanhedrin and all the elders of the children 
of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 

22 But when the officers came and, opening the prison, did 
23 not find them there, they returned and reported, I saying, 

"The prison indeed we found securely locked, and the 
guards standing before the doors, but on opening it we 

24 found no one inside." Now when the officer of the temple 
and the chief priests heard these words, they were much 
perplexed concerning them as to what might come of this. 

25 But someone came and told them, "Behold, the men whom 
you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching 

26 the people." Then the captain went off with the officers 
and brought them without violence, for they feared the 
people lest they should be stoned. 

27 And having brought them, they set them before the 
28 Sanhedrin. And the high priest questioned them, I saying. 

"We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, anJ 
behold, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching. and 
want to bring this man's blood upon us." 

29 But Peter and the apostles answered and said, "We 
30 must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers 

raised Jesus, whom you put to death, hanging him on a 
31 tree. Him God exalted with his right hand to be Prince 

and Savior, to grant repentance to Israel and forgiveness 
32 of sins. And we are witnesses of these things, and so is 

the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to all who obey him." 

5, 22-23: The prison, did nol find 1hem 1here, 1hey returned and 
reported, saying: in Greek, '"they did not find them in the prison and, 
returning, they reported, saying." 

5, 26: The captain: the same Greek word (strtZle/!,oS) as "the 
officers of the temple" (see 4, 1 n). 

5, 28: Since the apostles were unauthorized teachers they could be 
prosecuted only after they had disregasded the first warning (see 4, 
18). And want to bring this man's blood 11pon us: the high priest 
accuses the apostles of inciting the people to take revenge on the 
Sanhedrin for executing Jesus, the Messia (see Mt 27, 25 n). 

5, 30: Han/!,ing him on a tree: the reference to: '"God's curse rests 
on him who hangs on a tree" (Dt 21, 23) suggests the ignominy with 
which the Sanhedrin treated Jesus. 

5, 31: Him God exalted with (or at) his ri!!,ht hand: an example 
of a theological ascension. See 1, 9-11 n for the explanation. Prince: 
in Greek, "author'' of salvation. 

5, 32: "The Holy Spirit" is a witness with or through the apostles 
as promised, according to Jn 15, 26-27. 
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H But they, when they heard this, were cut to the heart 
and wanted to slay them. 

'4 But there stood up one in the Sanhedrin, a Pharisee 
named Gamaliel. a teacher of the Law respected by all the 
people, and he ordered that the men be put outside for a 

5) little while. And he said to them, "Men of Israel, take 
56 care what you are about to do to these men. For some time 

ago there rose up Theodas, claiming to be somebody, and 
a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but 
he was slain, and all his followers were dispersed and he 

57 was brought to nothing. After him rose up Judas the Gali
lean in the days of the census and drew some people after 
him; he too perished, and all his followers were scattered 

58 abroad. So now I say to you, Keep away from these men and 
let them alone. For if this plan or work is of men, it will 

59 be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able 
to overthrow it. Else perhaps you may find yourselves fight· 
ing even against God." 

40 And they agreed with him I and, calling in the apostles 
and having them scourged, they charged them not to speak 

~1 in the name of Jesus, and then let them go. So they departed 
from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they had 
been counted worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of 

42 Jesus. And they did not for a single day cease teaching and 
preaching in the temple and from house to house the good 
news of Jeswi as the ChrisL 

6 
1 The Deacons Now in those days, as the number of the 

disciples was increasing, there arose a murmuring among 
the Hellenists against the Hebrews that their widows were 

'· 36: TheodtJJ: otherwise unknown. 
·'· 37: /udtJJ the. Galilean: the Jewish historian Josephwi mentions 

this J u<las. From his followers came the Zealots who were so active 
in the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.O. Census: on the sole authority of 
an obscure passage written by Josephus, many believe that this is the 
census of 6 A.O. (See the fourth objection in Lk 2, 1-3 n.) 

~. 3Hf: Pharisees characteristically feared to make a wrong decision. 
See "Religious Background" in Introduction to the New Testament. 

\ 4 2: Preaching ... the good news: the first use in Acts of this 
technirnl expression for the preaching of the apostles. 

6, 1.: Disciple1: this title for the faithful is peculiar to Acts. 
Hellen1m ..• Hebrew1: the Hebrews were Palestinian Jews who spoke 
Aramaor and reaJ the Old Testament Bible in Hebrew; the Hellenists 
were Greek speaking Jews from abroad who read the Bible in Greek. 
The Hebrews regarded the Hellenists as contaminated with the spirit 



ACTS OF THE APOSnES 6 

2 being neglected in the daily ministration. So the Twelve 
called together the multitude of the disciples and said, 
"It is not desirable that we should forsake the word of 

3 God and serve at tables. Therefore, brethren, select from 
among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit 
and of wisdom, that we may put them in charge of this 

4 work. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
5 ministry of the word." And the plan met the approval of 

the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus 
and Nicanor and Timon and Parmenas and Nicholas, a 

6 proselyte from Antioch. These they set before the apostles, 
and after they had prayed they laid their hands upon them. 

7 And the word of the Lord continued to spread, and the 
number of the disciples increased rapidly in Jerusalem; 
a large number also of the priests accepted the faith. 

8 Stephen's Arrest Now Stephen, full of grace and power, 
was working great wonders and signs among the people. 

9 But there arose some from the synagogue which is called 

of the pagan world; the broader-minded Hellenists saw in the 
Hebrews' pretended orthodoxy a semblance of fanaticism. Both groups 
retained their native nationalistic prejudices when they became Chris
tians. The Hebrews who were in the majority, favored their own 
people in the distribution of food and alms. 

6, 2: The Twelve: the dispute seems to be presented to the twelve 
apostles. Forsake the word of God: forgo preaching or "the ministry 
of the word" (v. 4). 

6, 3: It is not known why seven men were chosen. The reason may 
have been that Jewish communities customarily chose seven members 
to conduct public affairs. 

6, 5: All seven have Greek names. Stephen and Philip reappear in 
Acts, but nothing is known of the others. This verse coupled with 7, 
59 form the offertory verse in the Mass of the feast of St. Stephen. 
Nicholas, a proselyte: see 2, 11 n. 

6, 6: They [the apostles most probably] laid their hands upon them: 
this ceremony of conferring power is common in the Old Testament. 
(See Nm 8, 10 for the purification of Levites.) It is disputed whether 
these seven are "deacons" as are those in Phil 1, 1 and 1 Tm 3, Sff. 
The seven are never called "deacons" and only Stephen (Acts 6, 81f) 
and Philip (Acts 8, 5) are said to have preached. However, the office 
of preaching is ascribed to others (see Acts 8, 4; 11, 19). All seven 
have, at least, this in common: they perform material ministrations. 

6, 7: Priests: not the high priests. 
6, 9: Opinions on the number of synagogues referred to in this 

verse range from one to five. The synagogue in towns with a sizable 
Jewish population was used, among other things, for the discussion 
of the Mosaic Law (see "Religious Background" in the Introduction 
to the New Testament). 
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that of the Freedmen, and of the Cyrenians and of the Alex· 
andrians and of those from Cilicia and the province of 

10 Asia, disputing wth Stephen. And they were not able to 
11 withstand the wisdom and the Spirit who spoke. Theo 

they bribed men to say they had heard him speaking bias· 
phemous words against Moses and against God. 

12 And they stirred up the people and the elders and the 
Scribes, and, running together, they seized him and brought 

13 him to the Sanhedrin. And they brought forward false wit· 
nesses to say, "This man never ceases speaking words 

14 against the Holy Place and the Law, for we have heard 
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place 
and will change the traditions which Moses handed down 

u to us." Then all who sat in the Sanhedrin, gazing upon 
him, saw his face as though it were the face of an angel. 

7 
I Stephen's Discourse: the Patriarchs And the high priest 
2 said, "Are these things so?" Then he said, "Brethren and 

fathers, hear. The God of glory appeared to our father 
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he settled 

' in Haran, I and said to him, 'Go forth from thy country 
and from thy kindred, and come into the land that I will 

4 show thee.' Then he went forth from the land of the Chai· 
deans and settled in Haran. From there, after the death of 
his father, God removed him into this land where you now 

' dwell. And he gave him no property in it, pot even a foot of 
land, but he promised 'to give it for a possession to him 
and to his offspring after him,' when as yet he had no son. 

6 And God said, 'His offspring shall sojourn in a strange 

6, 13-14: The non-Christian Hellenists level against Stephen the 
charge that he makes Christ superior to the temple and to the Mosaic 
Law. Stephen's trial resembles that of Jesus who was falsely accused 
of intending to destroy the temple (Mt 26, 61). 

6, n: Stephen seems to be "transfigured" in con~uence of his 
ecstati_c vision (see 7, '6 n). With the end of ch. 6 the narrative seems 
to be interrupted and to be continued with 7, 55. 

7, 2-H: Stephen does not answer his accusen directly but deliven a 
witness speech typical of a martyr. There are three opinions on the 
essential meaning of Stephen's speech on Israel's history from Abraham 
to Solomon. 1. Stephen attacked the temple· and its cult. 2. Stephen 
saw the per>«uted Christ prefigured in the Old Testament prophets 
who were persecuted. 3. This is the best opinion: Stephen preached a 
complete break with Judaism, and he meant perhaps that the Geatile 
converts should not be required to follow the Mosaic Law. 

7, 6-7: See Ga U, 3. 
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country, and they shall enslave and oppress them four hun· 
7 dred years. And the nation to which they have been in bond

age, I will judge,' said God, 'and afterwards they shall go 
forth and shall worship me in this place.' 

s "And he gave him the covenant of circumcision, and so he 
begot Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and 
Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob the twelve patriarchs. 

9 /oseph "Out of jealousy the patriarchs sold Joseph into 
10 Egypt, but God was with him I and rescued him from all 

his tribulations, and gave him favor and wisdom 'in the sight 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he made him governor over 

11 Egypt and over all his household.' Now there came a famint 
over all Egypt and Canaan, and great tribulation, and our 

12 fathers found no food. But when Jacob heard that there 
was grain in Egypt, he sent our fathers there a first time, 

13 I and on their second visit Joseph was recognized by his 
14 brothers, and his family became known to Pharaoh. And 

Joseph sent for his father Jacob and all his kindred, seventy· 
n live souls in all. And Jacob went down to Egypt, and he 
16 and our fathers died I and were taken to Sichem and laid 

in the tomb which Abraham bought for a sum of silver 
from the sons of Hemor, the son of Sichem. 

17 Moses "Now when the time of the promise drew near 
that God had made to Abraham, the people increased and 

18 multiplied in Egypt I till 'another king arose in Egypt who 
19 knew nothing of Joseph.' He dealt craftily with our race 

and oppressed our fathers by forcing them to expose their 
20 infants so that they might not live. At this time Moses was 

born, and he was acceptable to God; he was nourished three 
21 months in his father's house, I and when he was exposed, 

Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up as her 
22 own son. And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the 

Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and in his deeds. 
23 And when he was forty years old, it occurred to him to visit 
24 his brethren, the children of Israel. And when he had seen 

one of them being imposed upon, he defended him and, 
striking down the Egyptian, he avenged him who was being 

2~ ill-treated. Now, he thought that the brethren understood that 
by his hand God w!s giving them deliverance; but they did 

26 not understand. The next day he came across them lighting 

7, 16: On some minor points, Stephen does not follow the account 
in Genesis. He probably follows an wiknown source. 
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and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, 'Men, you 
J7 are brethren; why do you injure each other?' But the man 

who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying. 
2e "Who has appointed thee ruler and judge over us? I Dost 

thou mean to kill me as thou didst the Egyptian yesterday?' 
29 At those words Moses fled, and lived for a time m the land 

of Madian, where he begot two sons. 
50 ""When forty years had passed, there appeared to rum in 

the desert of Mount Sinai an angel in a flame of fire in a 
51 bush. But when Moses saw it, he marvelled at the sight; but 

as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord, 
52 saying, I "I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.' And Moses trem· 
55 bled and did not dare to look. Then the Lord said to him, 

"Remove the sandals from thy feet, for the place where thou 
54 art standing is holy ground. I have seen all the oppression 

of my people in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning. 
and I have come down to deliver them. And now come, I 
will send thee to Egypt.' 

" ""This Moses whom they disowned, saying. 'Who has 
made thee ruler and judge?'-him God sent to be ruler 
and redeemer, with the help of the angel who appeared to 

56 him in the bush. This is he who led them out, working 
wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea 

57 and in the desert, forty years. This is the Moses who said to 
the children of Israel, 'God will raise up to you a prophet 
from among your brethren, as he raised up me; to him shall 

58 you hearken.' This is he who was in th~ assembly in the 
wilderness with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, 
and with our fathers, and he received the words of life to 

'9 give to us. But our fathers would not obey him, but thrust 
40 him aside and in their hearts turned back to Egypt, I saying 

to Aaron, 'Make us gods to go before us. As for this Moses 
who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know 

41 what has become of him. And they made a calf in those days 
anJ offered sacrifice to the idol and rejoiced in the works of 

42 their own hands. But God turned and gave them up to serve 
the host of heaven, even as it is written in the book of the 
Prophets: 

'Did you offer victims and sacrifices to me for forty 
45 years in the desert, 0 house of Israel? Why, you took up 

7, 37: See 3, 22-23 n. 
7, 38: A11/l,el: See Gal 3, 19 n. 
7, 42-43: Sec Am ,, 2,, 
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with you the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of your 
god Rempham, images that you made to worship. And I 
will carry you away beyond Babylon.' 

44 The Temple "Our fathers had in the desert the tent of 
the testimony, as God arranged when he told Moses to make 

4S it according to the model that he had seen. This tent also our 
fathers inherited, and they brought it here with them when 
under Josue they took possession of the territory of the Gen· 
tiles that God drove out before our fathers; and it remained 

46 down to the time of David. He found favor before God 
and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the God 

47.48 of Jacob. But Solomon built him a house. Yet not in 
houses made by hands does the Most High dwell, even as 

49 the prophet says, 'The heaven is my throne, and the earth 
a footstool for my feet. What house will you build me, 

'o says the Lord, or what shall be the place of my resting? Did 
not my hand make all this?' 

'1 Conclusion "Stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 
ear, you always oppose the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, 

s2 so you do also. Which of the prophets have not your fa
thers persecuted? And they killed those who foretold the 
coming of the Just One, of whom you have now been the 

S3 betrayers and murderers, I you who received the Law as an 
ordinance of angels and did not keep it.'' 

'4 Stephen's Martyrdom Now as they heard these things. 
they were cut to the heart and gnashed their teeth at 

'' him. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 

S6 right hand of God; I and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

57 God." But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped 
58 their ears and rushed upon him all together. And they cast 

7, 44: See Acts 15, 5 n. 
7, 49-50: See Is 66, 1. 
7, 54-60: See 6, 8-10 n. 
7, 56: Stephen seems to experience an internal ecstatic vision since, 

as Jn 1, 18 says: "No one has at any time seen God." See 6, 15 n. 
V. 56 is used with the alleluia in the Mass of the feast of St. Stephen. 

The Sanhedrin understood Stephen's words as a claim that the risen 
Jesus was the Messia and God (compare Mt 26, 64 n). 

7, 58: Stephen's death resembles that of Jesus, for Stephen was also 
executed outside the city and, like Jesus, he also asks pardon for his 
execuuoners (see v. 60; 6, 13-14 n). 
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him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid 
down their garments at the feet of a young man named 

'9 Saul. And while they were stoning Stephen he prayed and 
60 said, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." And falling on his 

knees, he cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Lord, do not 

8 

lay this sin against them." And with these words he fell 
asleep. And Saul approved of his death. 

l Persecution Now there broke out on that day a great 
persecution against the Church in Jerusalem, and all except 
the apostles were scattered abroad throughout the land of 

2 Judea and Samaria. And devout men took care of Stephen's 
3 burial and made great lamentation over him. But Saul was 

harassing the Church; entering house after house, and 
dragging out men and women, he committed them to prison. 

II. THE CHURCH IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA 

4 Samaria Now those who were scattered abroad _went 
' about preaching the word. And Philip went down to the city 
6 of Samaria and preached the Christ to them. And the crowds 

with one accord gave heed to what was said by Philip, 
listening to him and seeing the miracles that he worked. 

7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, went out of 

7, '9: Although the Sanhedrin could pass the death sentence, only 
the Romans coufd execute it (see Jn 18, 31 n). Since there is no 
mention of the Romans, some believe that the event happened in 36 
A.D. after Pilate's deposition and before his successor was named. 
Others believe that, since Luke narrates only the highlights of the trial, 
he omits to mention the Romans; and it is also believed that the 
Sanhedrin may have obtained permission from the Romans, in which 
case the execution would have been legitimate (see 6, 5 n). 

7, 60: The tradition, according to which the vicinity of the Damascus 
f{ate marks the site of St. Stephen's martyrdom and burial place goes 
back only to about 400 A.O. 

A, I: The "persecution" seems to have been launched by the non· 
converted Hellenists against the Christian Hellenists only, and not 
•!(•inst the "Hebrews" (see 6, 1 n) because the apostles were not 
attacked. 

8, 3: Saul: his story be!!ins in 9, llf. 
8, 4-40: The Acts of Philip the deacon (6, ') !!ive the first ac

count of the spread of the Church outside of Jerusalem. 
A, ' ' ll"e111 down: Jerusalem is on a hill. The rity of Samaria: 

it is unclear whether the capital city of the region Samaria or another 
city in Samaria is meant. (On the schismatic Samaritans see the end 
of "Religious Background" in the Introduction to the New Testament.) 
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many possessed persons, and many paralytics and cripple! 
s were cured. So there was great joy in that city. 
9 Now a man named Simon had previously been prac-

tising sorcery in that city and astounding the people ol 
10 Samaria, claiming to be someone great; I and all from leasl 

to greatest listened to him, saying, "This man is the powc1 
11 of God, which is called great." And they gave heed to him 

because for a long time he had bewitched them with his 
12 sorceries. But when they believed Philip as he preached the 

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
13 baptized, both men and women. And Simon also himself 

believed, and after his baptism attached himself to Philip; 
and at sight of the signs and exceedingly great miracles bein~ 
wrought, he was amazed. 

14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and 

15 John. On their arrival they prayed for them, that they 
16 might receive the Holy Spirit; for as yet he had not come 

upon any of them, but they had only been baptized in the 
17 name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on 
18 them and they received the Holy Spirit. But when Simon 

saw that the Holy Spirit was given through the laying on 
19 of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, I saying, 

"Give me also this power, so that anyone on whom I lay 
my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 

20 But Peter said to him, I "Thy money go to destruction 
with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God 

21 could be purchased with money. Thou hast no part or lot 
in this matter; for thy heart is not right before God. 

8, 10: "This man is the power': this man is that power. 
8, 14: That Peter was sent is not an argument against his primacy, 

for he may have decided himself to go on this first mission. 
8, 15-16: Since many New Testament passages teach that the Holy 

Spirit accompanied baptism, what is referred to here is the more visible 
manner in which the Holy Spirit made his presence felt at baptism 
(see 8, 18 n). 

8, 17: The classical text for the Sacrament of Confirmation. They 
laid their haTJds: see 6, 6 n. 

8, 18:_ When Simon realized that the presence of the Holy Spirit 
was mamfested through the speaking in foreign tongues (as on Pente
cost, 2, 4) or through speaking ecstatically (the gift of tongues, 10, 
46), he committed the first New Testament example of simony, named 
after himself. Simon probably interpreted the imposition of hands as 
a more magically effective act than any of his own tricks. 

8, 21: Thy heart is TJOI right be/OYe God: Simon's intention is not 
pure. 
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22 Repent therefore of this wickedness of thine and pray 
to God, that perhaps this thought of thy heart may be for

n given thee; for I see thou art in the gall of bitterness and 
24 in the bond of iniquity." But Simon answered, "Do you 

pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have 
said may happen to me." 

2' So they, after bearing witness and preaching the gospel 
of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the go~pel 
to many Samaritan villages. 

26 An Ethiopian But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, 
saying, "Arise and go south to the road that goes down 

27 from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This road is desert.) I And he 
arose an<l went. And behold, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a, 
minister of Candace, queen of Ethiopia, who was in charge 
of all her treasures, had come to Jerusalem to worship 

29 I and was returning. sitting in his carriage and reading 
29 the prophet Isaias. And the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near 
~o and keep close to this carriage." And Philip, running up, 

heard him reading the prophet Isaias, and he said, "Dost 
11 thou then understand what thou art reading?" But he said, 

"Why, how can I, unless someone shows me?" And he asked 
Philip to get up and sit with him. 

12 Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading 
was this: 

8, 22·23: Perhap1: the doubt refers not to God's willingness to par
don the sinner but to Simon's questionable disposition for repentance, 
for he is "in the gall of bitterness," i.e., "in the bond of iniquity." 

R, 24: It is difficult to know whether Simon truly repents or pleads 
with one whom he regards es a better magician than himself. Never
theless, it is from this passage that many apocryphal stories evolved 
which deal with the contests between Simon and Peter. The assertion 
that a statue of Simon was found on the Tiber island in Rome in in
correct. History has made him known to us as "Simon Magus" (see 
also Dante's illferno 19. 1 and PdradiJo 30. 147). 

8, 2~: See Mt 10, 5 n. 
8, 26: An dnxel of lhe Lord: see 5, 19 n. Sou1h: others translate 

••at noon." 
8, 27: An Ethiopian: not from Abyssinia but from modern Sudan. 

A eunuch: although Dt 23, 2 forbade eunuchs to become Jews, Is 56, 
3 relaxed this law (see Is 56, 1-8 n?. Though perhaps not a Jew, the 
eunuch was at least a "god-fearer" see 2, 11 n). Candace: a dynastic 
name (like Caesar) of the queens o Meroe, capital of modern Sudan. 

8, 29: "The Spirit" may be used interchangeably with the "angel" 
mentioned in v. 26. 

8, 31: This verse is often quoted to prove the necessity of an 
authoritative interpretation of scripture. 

8, 32 .. 33: A quotation from Greek Is H, 7-8. 
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"He was led like a sheep to slaughter; and just as a lamb 
dumb before its shearer, so did he not open his mouth. 

33 In humiliation his judgment was denied him; who shall 
declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth." 

M And the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I pray thee, 
of whom is the prophet saying this? Of himself or of 
someone else?" 

3' Then Philip opened his mouth and, beginning from 
36 this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. And as they went 

along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, "See, here is water; what is there to prevent my being 

57 baptized?" [And Philip said, "If thou dost believe with 
all thy heart, thou mayest." And he answered, and saiJ, 

38 "I believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God."] \ And he 
ordered the carriage to stop; and both Philip and the eunuch 

39 went down into the water, and he baptized him. But when 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
took Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, but 

40 he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found in 
Azotus, and passing through he preached the gospel to 
all the cities till he came to Caesarea. 

9 
1 The Vision of Saul But Saul, still breathing threats of 

slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
2 high priest \ and asked him for letters to the synagogue~ 

at Damascus, that if he found any men or women belonging 
to this Way, he might bring them in bonds to Jerusalem. 

8, 37: This uninspired gloss seems to be based on a second-century 
baptismal formula. 

8, 39: The Spirit of the Lord took Philip away: Luke may not 
necessarily refer to a miraculous physical transportation but to an ac
tion of God on Philip's will, which caused him to fall into ecstasy 
and, without resisting God's will, to betake himseU to Azotus, about 
twenty miles away. 

8, 40: Was found: or, "found himself." 
9, 1: Diuiples: the faithful. The hi?,h priert: he wielded authority 

in religious matters over Jews in any part of the Roman empire. 
9, 2: Saul asked for letters that gave him the authority to demand 

from the officials of the synagogues to deliver to him those Jews who 
became Christians. In Saul's eyes they were rebellious Jews not a new 
sect. This Way: the Christians themselves called their new manner of 
life and their community by this title. See "the Way of the Lord" 
(18, 25 ). 
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3 And as he went on his journey, it came to pass that he 
drew near to Damascus, when suddenly a light from heaven 

~ shone round about him; I and falling to the ground, he 
heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why dost thou 

' persecute me?" I And he said, "Who art thou, Lord?" And 
he said, "I am Jesus, whom thou art persecuting. [It is 

6 hard for thee to kick against the goad." And he, trembling 
and amazed, said, "Lord, what wilt thou have me do?" 
And the Lord said to him,] "Arise and go into the city, 

7 and it will be told thee what thou must do." Now the 
men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing 

A indeed the voice, but seeing no one. And Saul arose from 

9, 3-9: A majority of experts sees in the inclusion of three ac
counts in Acts of the conversion of Paul the plain fact that Luke felt 
the 11eed for such an account on three different occasions. The minority 
opinion claims that there was a different purpose for each account. 
Acts 9, 3-9, for instance, emphasize: Paul was a true apostle because 
he actually Jaw Christ. Acts 22, 3-21 emphasize: Paul was a witness 
like Stephen. Acts 26, 9-20 emphasize: Paul was a prophet, foe the 
account al I udes to the visions of Ezechiel and Jeremia. 

All Catholics and many non-Catholics call Paul's instantaneous con
version a miracle. Furthermore, most believing scholars seem to agree 
that this was Paul"s first great mystical experience. However, even 
though Paul claims to have seen the resurrected Christ just as the 
other apostles did (1 Cor 15, 8), it is disputed whether he saw Christ 
in reality or in an internal vision. Nevertheless, it is the common view 
that the "vision" of Christ and the revelation of the Gospel message 
together with the commission to preach, all took place simultane
ously and not at different times in Paul's later life. This does not 
mean that Paul fully understood all the detailed" truths of Chris
tianity and all the details of his ministry from this one vision. Yet, 
every future decision was to be made in the light of his Damascus 
experienle. 

9, 3: DamaJcus: about 140 miles northeast of Jerusalem. This 
Greek city,. mentioned seventeen times in the New Testament, was 
ruled by Aretas, an Arabian king. Accordin11 to some historians, it is 
the oldest rnntinuously inhabited city in the world. Damascus, a pros
perous trade center, had a large Jewish colony. It is unknown how 
Christianity was introduced to this city. 

Although three or four sites are pointed out to tourists, there is 
no real proof that any of them qualifies as the place of Paul's con
version. 

9. 4-~: lf/hy do!I thou persecute me?: in Christ's members, the 
Christians. I am /eiuI, whom thou art peruculinJ!.: in his members. 

9, ~-6: The uninspired gloss comes from 22, 10 and 16, 14. 
9, ~: Ir' ho arr rhou, Lord?: ""Lord"" is a common form of polite 

oddress. Paul had never met Jesus before this encounter. 
9, 7: The men ... hearh1J!. indeed rhe voice, bur ueinJ!. no one: 

one of the parallel accounts (22, 9) reads: ""my companions ..• 
did ""' hear the voice.'" Modern critics explain the discrepancies in 
the three accounts of Paul"s conversion either as variations intended 
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the ground, but when his eyes were opened, he could sec: 
nothing. And leading him by the hand, they brought him 

9 into Damascus. And for three days he could not see, and he 
neither ate nor dr an.k. 

10 Saul's Baptism Now there was in Damascus a certain dis
ciple named Ananias, and the Lord said to him in a vision, 

11 "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." And the Lord 
said to him, "Arise and go to the street called Straight and 

12 ask at the house of Judas for a man of Tarsus named Saul. 
For behold, he is praying." (And he saw a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands upon him that he might 

13 recover his sight.) But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 

14 done to thy saints in Jerusalem. And here too he has 
authority from the high priests to arrest all who invoke 

n thy name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for this man is a 
chosen vessel to me, to carry my name among nations and 

16 kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him 
how much he must suffer for my name." 

17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and laying 
his hands upon him, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord has 
sent me--Jesus who appeared to thee on thy journey 
-that thou mayest recover thy sight and be filled with 

18 the Holy Spirit." And straightway there fell from his eyes 
something like scales, and he recovered his sight, and arose, 

by Luke for stylistic reasons, or attribute them to his use of different 
literary sources. In the parallel account of 26, 9-20, for instance, 
Ananias is not even mentioned nor is Paul's blindness. 

9, 10: Arumia.r: it is unknown when and how he became a Chris
tian. The Lord: Jesus, not God, as v. 17 shows. 

9, 11: The Arabic name of "Straight Street" still exists today. It 
is the main street running from east to wesL J 11da.r: otherwise un
known. 

9. 12: This difficult verse is often erplained as Luke's own dove
tailed insertion into the conversation between Jesus and Ananias. Luke 
says that Saul, while he prayed, saw in a vision Ananias who came to 
restore his sight before the disciple's actual arrival. 

9, 13: SainlJ: the Christians. 
9, 15-16: Christ reveals to Ananias the vocation of Paul, but in 

22, 14-15 it is Ananias who reveals to Paul his vocation, and in 26, 
16 Christ reveals it directly to Paul. See 9, 7 n on discrepancy. 

9, 15: A chosen 11essel: a Semitic expression for a chosen instru
ment. 

9, 16: For my name: foe Christ. 
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IP and was baptized. And after taking some food, he regained 
his strength. 

Saul's Zeal Now for some days he joined the disciples 
20 in Damascus, ] and straightway in the synagogues he began 
21 to preach that Jmu is the Son of God. And all who heard 

him were amazed and said, "Is not this he who used to 
make havoc in Jerwalem of those who called upon this 
name, and who has come here for the purpose of taking 
them in bonds to the chief priests?" 

22 But Saul grew all the stronger and confounded the Jews 
who were living in Damascus, proving that this is the Christ. 

2J But as time passed on the Jews made a plot to kill him. 
24 I But their plot became known to Saul. They were even 

guarding the gates both day and night in order to kill him; 
2' I but his disciples took him by night and let him down over 

the wall, lowering him in a basket. 
26 Now on his arrival at Jerusalem he tried to join the 

disciples, and they were all afraid of him, not believing 
17 that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought 

him to the apostles, and he told them how on his journey 
he had seen the Lord, that the Lord had spoken to him, 
and how in Damascus he had acted boldly in the name of 

2e Jesus. And he moved freely among them in Jerusalem, acting 
29 boldly in the name of the Lord; he also spoke and disputed 
50 with the Hellenists; but they sought to kill him. When the 

brethren got to know this, they took him down to Caesarea 
and sent him away to Tarsus. 

9, 19·22: Immediately after his conversion in 39( ?) A.O., Paul 
preaches in Damascus. According to Gal 1, 17 he then '"retired into 
Arabia'" to preach or meditate. "Arabia" probably signified the land 
east of Damascus ruled by the Nabateans who were Arabians. After
ward Paul "again returned to Damascus" (Gal 1, 17). Acts 9, 19·22 
describes both of Paul's apostolates at Damascus, the first (v. 19) 
'"for some days'"; the second (v. 23) "as time passed on." Three year.i 
after his conversion he escapes from Damascus and goes to Jerusalem 
(Gal l, 18; Acts 9, 23-26; 2 Cor 11, 32). 

9, 20: The Son of God: this expression, used only here in Acts, 
signifies Jesus as the divine Messia. 

9, 2): It was not unusual that houses were built against the city 
wall. 

9, 27: BarnahaJ: the same as in 4, 36. 
9, 29: He//enim: see 8, l n. 
9, 30: Most likdy the trip was made by sea from Caesatta ID 

Ta.nus. 
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31 Peter Visits the Churches Now throughout all Judea 
and Galilee and Samaria the Church was in peace and was 
being built up, walking in fear of the Lord, and it was 

32 filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit. And it 
came to pass that Peter, while visiting -all the saints, 

33 came to those living at Lydda. And he found there a certain 
man named Aeneas who had kept his bed eight years, being 

34 a paralytic. And Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ 
heals thee; get up and make thy bed." And straightway 

35 he got up. I And all who lived at Lydda and in Sharon 
saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 

36 Now at Joppa there was a certain disciple named 
Tabitha (which is translated Dorcas); this woman haJ 

37 devoted herself to good works and acts of charity. But it 
happened that at this time she fell ill and died; and 

38 they washed her, and laid her in an upper room. And 
as Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter 
was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Come 

39 on to us without delay." And Peter arose and went with 
them, and on his arrival they took him to the upper room. 
And all the widows stood about him weeping and show
ing him the tunics and cloaks which Dorcas used to make 

40 for them. But Peter, putting them all out, knelt down and 
prayed; and turning to the body, he said, "Tabitha, arise." 

41 And she opened her eyes and, seeing Peter, she sat up. I Then 
Peter gave her his hand and raised her up; and calling the 
saints and the widows, he gave her back to them alive. 

42 And it became known all over Joppa, and many believe,! 
43 in the Lord. And it came to pass that he stayed some time 

in Joppa at the house of one Simon, a tanner. 

Ill. SPREAD OF THE CHURCH TO THE GENTILES 

10 
1 Cornelius: the Visions Now there was in Caesarea a man 

named Cornelius, a centurion of the cohort called Italian; 

9, 31: Galilee: this is the first and only mention of the spreading 
of the Gospel in Galilee. Bui/1 up: spiritually. 

9, 32: Lydda: about twenty-live miles northwest of Jerusalem. 
9. 35: Sharon: the fertile plain around Lydda. 
9, 38: Ar Lydda Wt:JI near Joppa: about ten miles apart. Do""': 

means "gazelle." 
9, 43: A small mosque is said to stand today on the site of the 

tanner's house. 
IO, I: Comeliur: it is not necessary to believe that he descended 

from the illustrious Roman Cornelian family, but he may have <le-
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2 I he was devout and God-fearing, as was all his household, 
giving much alms to the people and praying to God 

3 continually. About the ninth hour of the day he saw dis
tinctly in a vision an angel of God come in to him and 

4 say to him, "Corneliw." And he, gazing at him in terror, 
said, '"What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Thy prayers 
and thy alms have gone up and been remembered in the 

' 1ight of God. And now send men to Joppa and fetch one 
6 Simon, surnamed Peter; I Ju: is lodging with Simon, a tanner, 
7 who has a house by the seaside." When the angel who was 

speaking to him had departed, he called two of his servants, 
and a God-fearing soldier from among his personal attend

e ants, I and after telling them the whole story sent them 
to Joppa. 

9 Now the next day, while they were still on their jour
ney and were just drawing near to the city, Peter went 

10 up to the roof to pray, about the sixth hour; I but he got 
very hungry, and wanted something to eat. But while they 

11 were getting it ready, he fell into an ecstasy, I and saw 
heaven standing open and a certain vessel coming down 
like a great sheet, let down by the four corners from 

12 heaven to the earth; I and in it were all the four-footed 
beasts and creeping things of the earth, and birds of the air. 

B And there came a voice to him, "Arise, Peter, kill and 

scen<led from those who were freed by this family and who adopted 
its name. A <enlNrion of 1he 'ohorl ,a/led [Ja/ian: the rank of cen
turion was usually the highest attained by veteran( who had no mili
tary schooling and no social standing. The cohort was probably made 
up of Italian volunteers, but Cornelius may have bttn on a special 
mission and separated from his cohort. 

10, 2: God-fearing: see 2, 11 n. His hoNsehold: family and serv
onts. 

JO, 3: Nin1h hour: 3:00 P.M. Anxel of God: a synonym for angel 
of the J.ord. The angel has probably a symbolic meaning (see 5, 
19 n). Angel is used interchangeably for '"a man ... in shining 
garments" ( v. 30). Scholars who think Luke did not mean a real 
u11gel do not thereby deny the supernatural source of the message and 
intervention. 

JO, 4: Lord: title of respect. Been remembered: literally, '"for a 
memorial." The allusion is to the memorial or remembrance sacrifice 
in which part of the "cereal offering was burned as a sweet-smelling 
oblation to the Lord" ( Lv 2, 9), 

I 0, 9: The two servants and the soldier probably left Caesarea 
nhout ~:DO P.M. (see 10, 3 n) and walked the twenty-seven miles to 
Joppa to arrive before noon ("the sixth hour") the next day. 

10, 11: /l cerlai11 veJJe/: a recipient. 
IO. 12: The Jews customarily divided all land animals into three 

categories (Gn 6, 20). 
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14 eat." But Peter said, "Far be it from me, lord, for neve1 
1' did I eat anything common or unclean." And there came 

a voice a second time to him, "What God has cleansed, 
16 do not thou call common." Now this happened three times, 

and straightway the vessel was taken up into heaven. 
17 Now while Peter was still wondering as to what the 

vision he had had might mean, behold, the men sent by 
Cornelius stood at the door, inquiring for Simon's house; 

1e I and they called out to ask whether Simon, surnamed Peter, 
19 was staying there. But while Peter was pondering over the 

vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men are 
20 looking for thee. Arise, therefore, go down and depart 

with them without any hesitation, for I have sent them." 
21 So Peter went down to the men and said, "Behold, I am 

the man you are asking for; what is the reason for your 
22 coming?" And they said, "Cornelius, a centurion, a just 

and God-fearing man, to whom the whole nation of the 
Jews bear witness, has been directed by a holy angel to 
fetch thee to his house and to hear words from thee." 

23 So he invited them in and entertained them. 

24 Peter Meets Cornelius And the next day he arose and 
started off with them, and certain of the brethren from 
Joppa accompanied him. The following day he reached 
Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them. having 

25 invited in his relatives and his intimate friends. And as 
Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling at his feet, 

26 made obeisance to him. But Peter raised him up, saying, 
27 "Get up, I myself also am a man." And as he talked with 
28 him, he went in and found many assembled, I and he said to 

them, "You know it is not permissible for a Jew to associate 
with a foreigner or to visit him; but God has shown me that 

29 I should not call any man common or unclean; I therefore I 
came without hesitation when I was sent for. I ask, then·
fore, why you have sent for me." 

10._ 14-16: This was the beginning of the new teaching that the 
Mosaic Law was no longer to be observed by Christians. 

10, 19: The Spirit: his work is the same as that of "the angel of 
God" (see 10, 3 n). 

10, 22: A holy anr.el: see 10, 3 n. 
10, 26: The expression does not mean that Cornelius paid Peter 

divine honors. 
I 0, 28: Jewish tradition, not the express Mosaic Law, forbade the 

Jews to associate with foreigners. 
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30 And Cornelius said, "Three days ago, at this very hour, 
I was praying in my house at the ninth hour, and behold, 
a man stood before me in shining garments, and said, 

n 'Cornelius, thy prayer has been heard and thy alms have 
32 been remembered in the sight of God. Send therefore to 

Joppa and call Simon, surnamed Peter; he is lodging in 
B the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.' Immediately there

fore I sent to thee, and thou hast very kindly come. Now, 
therefore, we are all present in thy sight to hear whatever 
has been commanded thee by the Lord." 

34 Peter's Discourse But Peter began, and said, "Now I really 
3' understand that God is not a respecter of persons, \ but in 

every nation he who fears him and does what is right is 
36 acceptable to him. He sent his word to the children of Israel, 

preaching peace through Jesus Christ (who is Lord of 
37 all). You know what took place throughout Judea; for he 
38 began in Galilee after the baptism preached by John: how 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power, and he went about doing good and healing all 
who were in the power of the devil; for God was with him. 

39 And we are witnesses of all that he did in the country 
of the Jews and in Jerusalem; and yet they killed him, 

4o hanging him on a tree. But God raised him on the third 
41 day and caused him to be plainly seen, \ not by all the people, 

but by witnesses designated beforehand by God, that is, 
by us, who ate and drank with him after he had risen 

42 from the dead. And he charged us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he it is who has been appointed by 

43 God to be judge of the living and of the dead. To him 
all the prophets bear witness, that through his name all 
who believe in him may receive forgiveness of sins." 

44 The Baptism While Peter was still speaking these words, 
the Holy Spirit came upon all who were listening to his 

4' message. And the faithful of the circumcision, who had come 
with Peter, were amazed, because on the Gentiles also the 

46 grace of the Holy Spirit had been poured forth; \ for they 

10, 30: See 10, 3 n. Three days a1:0: literally, "this is now the 
fourth day." 

10, B: In 1hy 1i1:h1: in Greek, "in the sight of God." 
10, 35: He ,,,ho fears him: see 2, 11 n. 
IO, H-43: A summary of the '",i:ood news" of the Gospel or the 

Church's liery1:ma. (See Introduction to the Gospels.) 
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47 heard them speaking in tongues and magnifying God. Then 
Peter answered, "Can anyone refuse the water to baptize 
these, seeing that they have received the Holy Spirit just as 

48 we did?" And he ordered them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they besought him to stay on there 
a few days. 

11 
1 Explanation at /erusalem Now the apostles and the 

brethren all over Judea heard that the Gentiles also had re-
2 ceived the word of God. But when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, they of the circumcision found fault with him, 
3 I saying, "Why didst thou visit men uncircumcised anJ 

eat with them?" 
4 Then Peter began to explain the matter to them in order, 
5 saying, "I was praying in the city of Joppa and while in 

ecstasy I had a vision, a certain vessel coming down some· 
thing like a great sheet, let down from heaven by its four 

6 corners, and it came right down to me. And gazing upon 
it, I began to observe, and I saw the four-footed creatures 
of the earth, and the wild beasts and the creeping things, 

7 and the birds of the air. And I also heard a voice saying 
8 to me, 'Arise, Peter, kill and eat.' And I said, 'By no means, 

lord, for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my 
9 mouth.' But the voice answered a second time. 'What God 

10 has cleansed, do not thou call common.' This happcnul 
three times, and then it was all drawn up back into heaven. 

11 And behold, immediately three men came to the house 
12 where I was, having been sent from Caesarea to me; I anJ 

the Spirit bade me not to hesitate to go with them. And 
these six brethren also went with me, and we entered the 

13 man's house. And he told us how he had seen the angel 
in his house stand and say to him, 'Send to Joppa and fetch 

14 Simon, surnamed Peter; I he will speak to thee words by 
15 which thou shalt be saved, thou and all thy household.' But 

when I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, just as 

10, 47: Just as we did?: a reference to Pentecost 2, 2!f. 
10, 48: The direct intervention of God makes it clear that hence

forth the Gentiles may become Christians through baptism and with
out circumcision. 

11, 2: They of the circumcision: the party that considered circum
cision as essential as baptism. 

11, 3: See 10, 28 n. 
11, 5-14: A repetition of 10, 9-32. 
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16 it did upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word 
of the Lord, how he had said, 'John indeed baptized with 
water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 

17 Therefore, if God gave to them the same grace as he gave 
to us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 

18 that I should be able to interfere with God?" On hearing 
this they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, "There
fote to the Gentiles also God has given repentance unto 
life." 

19 The Converts at Antioch Now those who had been dis
persed by the persecution that had broken out over Stephen, 
went all the way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, 

20 speaking the word to none except to Jews only. But some 
of them were Cyprians and Cyreneans, who on reaching Anti
och began to speak to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord 

21 Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them and a 
22 great number believed and turned to the Lord. And news 

concerning them came to the ears of the church in Jeru
z~ salcm, and they sent Barnabas as far as Antioch. Now when 

he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and ex
horted them all to continue in the Lord with steadfast heart; 

24 I for he was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and 
of faith. And a great multitude was added to the Lord. 

11, 16: A reference to Mt 3, 11. 
11, IR : They held 1heir peace: later disputes about the same issue 

show that some Christians considered Cornelius and his household as 
on exception, and that new converts still had to undergo circumcision. 

II, 19: Peruc111ion .•• 01Jer S1ephen: a reference to 8, tlf. 
Phoenicia: modem Lebanon. Anlioch: the capital of Syria. Its popula
tion of 800,000 rated it third after Rome and Alexandria, Egypt. The 
Jews (mostly Syrians but also large segments of Greeks and Romans) 
lived on friendly terms. Antioch, though architecturally beautiful, 
was infamous for its superstitions and its cult of Daphne which, in its 
suburban garden, practiced all sorts of immorality that included ritual 
prostitution. • 

II. 20: Antioch was the first Gentile center that became Christian.. 
Even if it could be proven that the conversion of the Gentiles 
("Greeks") at Antioch preceded the conversion of Cornelius, it would 
remain true that in Luke's view it was Peter (who had repeatedly 
acted as the head of the first Christians) who decided on the principle 
of converting the Gentiles without obliging them to follow the Mosaic 
Law . 

. 1 1. 21 : The hand of 1he Lord: the power of God shown through 
miracles an<l cures. The expression is frequently used in the Old 
Testament (Is 41, 20). 

11, 22: Notice how "the church in Jerusalem" aca as the mother 
church (8, 14). 
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2' And he went forth to Tarsus to look for Saul, and on find 
26 ing him he brought him to Antioch. And for a whole yea: 

they took part in the meetings of the church and taught ; 
great multitude. And it was in Antioch that the disciple: 
were first called "Christians.'' 

27 Now in those days some prophets from Jerusalem came 
2e down to Antioch, I and one of them named Agabus go1 

up and revealed through the Spirit that there would be i. 

great famine all over the world. The famine occurred in the 
29 reign of Claudius. So the disciples, each according to hii 

means, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling ir. 
30 Judea. And this they did, sending it to the presbyters by th~ 

hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

12 

CONCLUSION 

PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH BY 

HEROD AGRIPPA 

1 Peter in Prison Now at this time Herod the king set 
hands on certain members of the Church to persecute them. 

2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 
3 and seeing that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arr~st 

11, 25: According to 9, 30, Paul was last seen in Tarsus. 
11, 26: Christians: in the New Testament the word is used only 

here and in 26, 28; 1 Pt 4, 16. Most J'robably the Greek speaking 
pagans, not Greek speaking Jews devise the name "Christians.· The 
significance of Luke's incidental remark is that even to Gentiles the 
new sect was dissociated from any pagan and, especially, from any 
brand of Jewish schismatic sect. 

11, 27: Now in those days: while Barnabas and Saul were evange
lizing Antioch. Prophets: The charisma of prophecy comprised preath
ing and only incidentally predicting. 

11, 28: All over the world: all over the Roman empire. The fam
ine occurred in Palestine in 46( ?) A.D. There were many famines 
in different parts of the Roman empire during the "reign of Claudius'" 
(41-54 A.O.). 

11, 29: Disciples: the faithful. 
11, 30: Presbyters: literally, ""elders." 
12, 1: Herod: this refers to Herod Agrippa I who ruled Judea from 

41-44 A.O. He was the grandson of Herod the Great, the ruler connect
ed with the story of the Magi, and the nephew of Herod Antipas who 
ruled at the time of Christ's Passion. 

12, 2-3: Herod Agrippa's persecution was probably motivated by 
his desire to win the support of the Pharisees. fames the brother of 
John: not James, the relative of Jesus called "James the Less" ( thi• 
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4 Peter also, during the days of the Unleavened Bread. After 
arresting him he cast him into prison, committing the custody 
of him to four guards of soldiers, four in each guard, in
tending to bring him forth to the people after the Passover. 

' So Peter was being kept in the prison; but prayer was being 
made to God for him by the Church without ceasing. 

~ His Deliverance Now when Herod was about to bring him 
forth, that same night Peter was sleeping between two sol
diers, bound with two chains, and outside the door sentries 

7 guarded the prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 
beside him, and a light shone in the room; and he struck 
Peter on the side and woke him, saying, "Get up quickly." 

B The chains dropped from his hands. And the angel said 
to him, "Gird thyself and put on thy sandals." And he did 
so; and he said to him, "Wrap thy cloak about thee and 
follow me." 

9 And he followed him out, without knowing that what was 
being done by the angel was real, for he thought he was 

10 having a vision. They passed through the first and second 
guard and came to the iron gate that leads into the city; and 
this opened to them of its own accord. And they went out, 
and passed on through one street, and straightway the 

11 angel left him. Then Peter came to himself, and he said, 
"Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent his angel and 
rescued me from the power of Herod and from all that the 
Jewish people were expecting." 

12 When he realized his situation, he went to the house of 
Mary, the mother of John who was surnamed Mark, where 

B many had gathered together and were praying. When he 
knocked at. the outer door, a maid named Rhoda came to 

14 answer it. And as soon as she recognized Peter's voice, 
in her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in and an

" nounced that Peter was standing before the gate. But they 
said to her, "Thou art mad." But she insisted that it was so. 

16 Then they said, "It is his angel." I But Peter continued 

James is mentioned in v. 17), butjames the Elder son of Zebedee. 
See 1, 26 n. DrJyl of the UnlerJvene Bretld: the seven days following 
the paschal supper. 

12, 6-11: The "angel of the Lord" in v. 7 and "the Lord" in v. 
17 are used interchangeably. See 5, 19 n. Some commentators believe 
that Luke refcr.i to a fellow Christian who freed Peter. 

12, 11: The verse is used in the Introit of the Mass on the feast of 
Sts. Peter and Paul. 

12, 13: Rhoda: means "Rose"' in Greek. 
12, 15: "lt iJ hiJ rJngel": this reflects the belief of the Jews in 
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knocking; and when they opened, they saw him and were 
17 amazed. But he motioned to them with his hand to be quiet, 

and related how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. 
And he said, "Tell this to James and to the brethren.'' And 
he departed, and went to another place. 

18 Herod Punished Now when morning came, there was no 
little stir among the soldiers as to what had become of 

19 Peter. When Herod had searched for him and had not found 
him, he examined the guards and ordered them to be put to 
death; then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and 
stayed there. 

20 Now he was very angry with the Tyrians and Sidonians; 
but they came to him in a body and, having won over 
Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked for peace, be-

21 cause their country depended on him for its food supply. So 
a day was fixed and on it Herod, arrayed in kingly apparel, 

22 sat in the judgment-seat and began to address them. And 
the people shouted. "It is the voice of a god, and not of a 

2~ man." But immediately an angel of the Lord struck him 
down, because he had not given the honor to God; and he 
was eaten by worms, and died. 

24 But the word of the Lord continued to grow and spread. 
25 Now Barnabas and Saul, when they had fulfilled their mis

sion, returned from Jerusalem, taking with them John, who 
was surnamed Mark. 

guardian angels and the popular belief that the guardian angel could 
assume on occasion the appearance of his charge. 

12, 17: James: see 12, 2-3 n. He [Peter] deparled and went Jo 
anolher place: to a place outside of Herod's jurisdiction. It is only a 
conjecture to infer that Peter went to Rome. 

12, 19: Herod ... ordered Jhem Jo be pu1 Jo dealh: the usual 
Roman penalty for allowing prisoners to escape. 

12, 20: Herod was probably angry because of commercial rivalry 
concerning the port of Caesarea and the ports of Tyre and Sidon. The 
parallel account of the historian Josephus is not illuminating on this 
point 

12, 21: According to Josephus, the "day" referred to the feasts 
that were held at Caesarea in honor of the emperor. Herod's silver
omamented garment was dazzling in the bright light. 

12, 23: Herod died in 44 A.D. from an intestinal malady ("eaten 
by worms"), attributed to God's action ("an angel of the Lord"). 
The death of another persecutor, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, is similarly 
described in 2 Mc 9, 5-29. 

12, 24: This is one of Luke's typical, precious summaries (see 19, 
20). 

12, 25: Their mission: a reference to 11, 29-30. Mark: the writer 
of the second Gospel. 
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I Antiot:h Now in the church at Antioch there were proph
ets and teachers, among whom were Barnabas and Simon, 
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manahen the foster-

2 brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. And as they were 
ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, '"Set 
apart for me Saul and Barnabas unto the work to which I 

' have called them." Then, having fasted and prayed and 
laid their hands upon them, they let them go. 

4 Cyprus So they, sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went to 
' Seleucia and from there sailed to Cyprus. On their arrival 

at Salamis they began to preach the word of God in the 

13, 1-28, 31: The rest of Acts is often entitled "The Acts of 
Paul." 

I~. 1: Prophe11 and 1eacher1: the more widely accepted opinion is 
that these were not members of the hierarchy but men who enjoyed 
the charisms of prophe<.-y an<l teaching. Simon ... Luciu1 ... 
Manahen: otherwise unknown. Herod the Jetrar;h: Herod Antipas 
who mocked Jesus during the Passion (Lk 23, 11). 

13, 2: MiniJtering: liturgical ministry. Failing: in preparation for 
selecting missionaries. The Holy Spirit 1aid: perhaps through one of 
the missionaries; endowed with the charism of prophecy, the Holy 
Spirit selected the two men to leave Antioch and go on a missionary 
journey. Compare the Holy Spirit prophesying through Agabus in 11, 
2H and 21. 4. 

13, 3: Laid Jheir hand1 upo,, Jhem: most probably a missionary 
far~well blessing from the community and not, as many Catholics in
terpret, a sacramental episcopal consecration. Among several objec
tions to this interpretation is that Paul was directly called by Christ 
and did not need such a consecration. 

13, 1: Sent forth by the Holy Spirit: see 13, 2 n. Seleucia: the 
seaport of Antioch, some sixteen miles west of the city. Cyprus: the 
homeland of Barnabas ( 4, 36) where the Gospel had already been 
introduced ( 11, 19). It was a strategic island for anchorage of ships 
from Syria, Asia Minor and Greece. The cult of Aphrodite was notori
ous thNe. 

13, 5: Salamis: 130 miles from Seleucia. Jew1: many Jews were 
there since the time when Herod the Great acquired a half share of 
the copper mines from Augustus. John: Mark the evangelist (see 12, 
25 n). 
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6 synagogues of the Jews; and they had also John as assistant. 
They went, passing through the whole island as far as Paphos, 
and there they came across a Jewish magician and false 

7 prophet named Bar-Jesus, I who was attached to the pro
consul Sergius Paulus, a man of discernment. He sent for 
Barnabas and Saul, and sought to hear the word of God; 

e I but Elymas, the sorcerer (for so his name is translated), 
opposed them, trying to turn away the proconsul from the 

9 faith. But Saul (also called Paul), filled with the Holy Spirit, 
10 gazed at him I and said, "O full of all guile and of all 

deceit, son of the devil, enemy of all justice, wilt thou not 
11 cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord? And 

now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou 
shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a time." And in
stantly there fell upon him a mist of darkness, and he groped 

12 about for someone to lead him by the hand. Then the pro
consul, seeing what had happened, believed and was aston
ished at the Lord's teaching. 

U Antioch in Pisidia Putting to sea from Paphos, Paul and 
his companions came to Perge in Pamphylia; but John left 

14 them and returned to Jerusalem. But they passed through 
Perge and reached the Pisidian Antioch; and entering the 

1' synagogue on the Sabbath, they sat down. After the reading 
of the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue 
sent to them, saying, "Brethren, if you have any word of 
exhortation for the people, speak." 

16 Paul's Discourse Then Paul arose, and motioning with his 
hand for silence, said, "Israelites and you who fear God, 

13, 6: Paph01: ninety miles from Salamis. Magician: see Mt 2, 1 n. 
Bar·/ esus: son of Jesus. 

13, II: Elyma.r: the same Bar-Jesus of v. 6. 
13, 9: Henceforth Luke replaces the Jewish name Saul by the Ro

man or Gentile name Paul. It is not known when Paul received this 
new name. 

13, 12: It seems implied that the proconsul was baptized. 
13, 1_3: Perf.e ;,, Pamphylia: Paul and his companions probably 

evangel1>ed Perge only on their return trip (14, 24). Joh": we do 
not know the circumstances of the separation, but only know that it 
angered Paul (n, 38). 

13, 14: Pisidia11 A'11ioch: there were several cities called Antioch. 
This particular city was 100 miles north of Perge. 

13, 15: Visiting teachers were usually invited to speak. 
13, 16: You who fear God: see 2, 11 n. 
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17 hearken. The God of the people of Israel chose our fathers 
and exalted the people when they were sojourners in the 
land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm led them forth out of 

18 it. And for a period of forty years he bore with their ways 
19 in the desert, I and after destroying seven nations in the 

land of Canaan, he divided their land among them by lot I 
20 after about four hundred and fifty years. After that he gave 
21 them judges, until the time of Samuel the prophet. Then 

they demanded a king. and God gave them Saul, the son 
of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 

22 And removing him, he raised up David to be their king, anJ 
to him he bore witness and said, 'I have found David, the 
son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who will do all that I 
desire.' 

23 "From his offspring. God according to promise brought to 
24 Israel a Savior, Jesus; I John having first preached before 

his coming a baptism of repentance to all the people of 
2' Israel. And when John was coming to the end of his career, 

he would say, 'I am not he whom you suppose me to be: 
but behold, there comes one after me, the sandals of whose 

26 feet I am not worthy to loose.' Brethren, children of the 
race of Abraham, and all among you who fear God, to 

27 you the word of this salvation has been sent. For the in
habitants of Jerusalem and its rulers, not knowing him anJ 
the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sab· 

28 bath, fulfilled them by sentencing him; I and though they 
found no ground for putting him to death, they asked of 

29 Pilate permission to kill him. And when they had carried 
out all that had been written concerning him, they took him 

30 down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised 
him from the dead on the third day; and he was seen dur-

31 ing many days by those I who had come up with him from 
Galilee to Jerusalem; and they are now witnesses for him 
to the people. 

32 "So we now bring you the good news that the promise 

13, 17-41: Paul's first long cliscowse in Acts is an example of his 
way of preaching to the Jews. 

13, 17-25: A summary of the history from the patriarchs to David 
and to John the Baptist. 

13, 18: Bore with their way1: the Greek may also mean, "bore 
them like a nurse" or "fed them." 

13, 26: You who fear God: see 2, 11 n. 
13, 27-37: A summary of Christ's Passion. 
13, 27: See 2, 23 11. 
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H made to our fathers, God has ful.6lled to our children, in 
ra.iJing up Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, 
'Thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee.' 

'4 "And to show that he has raised him up from the dead, 
never again to returo to decay, he has said thus, 'I will 

" give you the holy and sure promises of David.' Because he 
uys also in another Psalm, 'Thou wilt not let thy Holy 
One undergo decay.' 

>& "For David, after he had in his own generation served 
God's purposes, fell asleep and was laid among his fathers 

37 and did undergo decay; I but he whom God raised to life 
38 did not undergo it. Be it known therefore to you, brethren, 

that through him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 
'9 I and in him everyone who believes is acquitted of all the 

things of which you could not be acquitted by the Law of 
40 Moses. Beware, therefore, that what is said in the Prophets 
O may not prove true of you, 'Behold, you despisers, then 

wonder and perish, because I work a work in your days, a 
work which you will not believe, if anyone relates it to 
you.'" 

42 Now as they were going out, the people asked to have 
4' all this said to them on the following Sabbath. And after 

the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and the 
worshipping converts went away with Paul and Barnabas, 
and they talked with them and urged them to hold fast to 

« the grace of God. And the next Sabbath almost the whole 

13, H: Paul, equipped with the belief in the 'resurrected Quist 
as divine, and knowing that Ps 2, 7 originally was said of the Davidic 
kings (see Ps 2, 7 n), reinterprets the promise embodied in the 
psalm as fulfilled in Christ. 

13, 34-37: Paul's scriptural argument (vv. 35-37), founded on Ps 
15, 10 is basically the same as Peter's, which is explained in 2, 29-31 
n and 2, 25-28 n. Paul's quotation (v. 34) from Is 55, 3 has no rele
vance to his argumentation. & an example of the strange manner of 
quotin,I! in his day, Paul cites Isaia because the word "holy" is also 
used in Ps 15, 10 "Holy One." Due to different translators, Is 55, 3 
in the CCD Old Testament translation does not correspond exactly 
with its quotation in v. 34. 

13, 37: Bui he: Christ. 
13, 38-41: An exhortation to accept justification through faith. 
13, 39: Paul often repeats this truth, namely, that salvation comes 

from faith in Christ and not from the observance of the Mosaic Law. 
13, 40-41: Those who do not take this opportunity of salvation may 

Incur the punishment with which Habacuc (1, 5) threatened the 
people on the eve of the Babylonian invasion (see Hb 1, 5-11 n). 

13, 43: The 11.roce of God: the )!race of belief in our Lord. Wor
shippi11p, <on.,em: probably means partial converts (see 2, 11 n). 
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4' city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. But on seein, 
the crowds, the Jews were filled with jealousy and contra 

46 dieted what was said by Paul, and blasphemed. Then Pau 
and Barnabas spoke out plainly: "It was necessary that th 
word of God should be spoken to you first, but since Y°' 
reject it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, be 

47 hold, we now turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord ha: 
commanded us, 'I have set thee for a light to the Gentiles 
to be a means of salvation to the very ends of the earth.· ' 

48 On hearing this the Gentiles were delighted, and glori· 
lied the word of the Lord, and all who were destined fn1 

49 eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord sprea<1 

'o throughout the whole country. But the Jews incited tilt 
worshipping women of rank and the chief men of the city. 
and stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas and 

H drove them from their district. But they shook off the dust ol 
'2 their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. And 

the disciples continued to be filled with joy and with lh( 
Holy Spirit. 

14 
1 Iconium Now it came to pass at Iconium that they went 

in the same way into the synagogue of the Jews and so spoke 
2 that a great multitude of Jews and of Greeks believed. But 

the disbelieving Jews stirred up and poisoned the minds of 
3 the Gentiles against the brethren. They stayed a long time, 

13, 45: Bla.sphemed: Jesus, not God the Father. But instead of 
"blasphemed" it could also be translated, "abused him" (Paul). 

13, 46: Eternal life: for Paul the Christian life was a life of grace 
which began on earth and anticipated the eternal life of glory in 
heaven. 

13, 47: The original meaning of Is 49, 6, which is quoted here, is 
that the servant will be sent to save the Gentiles. (This mission was 
scripturally fulfilled in Christ, the servant.) Paul accommodates its 
text to justify his turning to the Gentiles since the Jews refused his 
message. 

13, 48: See Rom 8, 28-30 n. 
13, 50: Thee worshipping women: see 2, 11 n. 
13, 51: This well-known Jewish gesture was a symbolic act of re

proach meant to stimulate reflection and repentance. It was suggested 
by Jesus himself against stubborn people (Mt 10, 14). Here it 
signifies that Paul and Barnabas were no longer responsible for the 
Jews who rejected the Gospel (compare Acts 18, 6). 

14, 1: lconium: it took about four to live days to travel the eighty 
miles from Antioch (Pisidia) eastward to lconiurn. Greeks: useJ 
synonymously with "Gentiles" in v. 2. 
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therefore, acting fearlessly in the Lord, who gave testimon 
to the word of his grace by permitting signs and wonder 

4 to be done by their hands. But the people of the city wer 
divided, some siding with the Jews and some with the apos 

' ties. But when there was a movement on the part of th 
Gentiles and of the Jews with their rulers to insult an, 

6 stone them, I hearing of it, they escaped to the Lycaonia1 
cities Lystra and Derbe and the whole country round about 
and there they went on preaching the gospel. 

7 Lystra And in Lystra a certain man used to sit whose feet 
were crippled. He had been lame from his very birth, anJ 

B had never been able to walk. He listened to Paul as he 
spoke; when Paul, gazing at him and seeing that he had 

9 faith to be cured, I said with a loud voice, "Stand 
upright on thy feet." And he sprang up and began to walk. 

10 Then the crowds, seeing what Paul had done, lifted up 
their voice saying in the Lycaonian language, "The gods 

11 have come down to us in the likeness of men." And they 
called Barnabas Jupiter, and Paul Mercury, because he was 

12 the chief speaker. And the priest of the Jupiter that stood 
at the entrance to the city brought oxen and garlands to 
the gateways, and with the people would have offered sac

B rifi.ce. But on hearing of this, the apostles Barnabas and 

14, 4: Apostles: notice the wider use of apostles to include Barna
bas, who was not one of the twelve. 

14, 6: Lystra: about twenty-five miles south of Iconium. Derbe: 
about thirty miles southeast of Lystra. 

14, 7-9: Compare this miracle with that performed by Peter O. 
1-11). 

14, 10: Lycaonian language: although Greek was the international 
language, the people naturally spoke their native language in times ot 
great excitement. A few inscriptions of Lycaonian are extant. The f!.OdJ 
. . . in the likeneJJ of men: the people refer to the legend of Ovid 
which tells that Zeus and Hermes visited the aged peasant couple. 
Philemon and Baucis, in Phrygia, and granted them immortality. The 
people imagined that this legendary couple had in some way come to 
life in the two disciples. 

14, 11: Jupiter: the Latin name for Zeus. Mercury: the Latin nan1e 
for Hermes. 

14, 12: Of the Jupiter ..• entrance to the city: the temple of 
Jupiter outside the city walls. To the gateways: of the temple or of 
the city. 

14, 13: Since Paul and Barnabas did not understand the Lycaonian 
language, it took some time before they became aware that the people 
were about to offer sacrifice to them. Apostles: see 14, 4 n. Teari11.~ 
their clothes: the dramatic Jewish gesture enacted at a catastrophe 
(see Mt 26, 65). 



ACTS OF THE APOSnES 14 

14 Paul rushed into the crowd, tearing their clothes, I and 
shouting, "Men, why are you doing this? We also are mor
tals, human beings like you, bringing to you the good news 
that you should turn from these vain things to the living 
God who made heaven and earth and the sea and all things 

n that are in them. In the generations that are past he let 
16 all the nations follow their own ways; and yet he did not 

leave himself without testimony, bestowing blessings, giving 
rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts 

17 with food and gladness." And even with these words they 
could hardly restrain the crowds from offering sacrifice to 
them. 

1e But some Jews arrived from Antioch and Iconium; and 
after winning over the crowds, they stoned Paul and 

19 dragged him outside the city, thinking that he was dead. But 
the disciples gathered round him and he got up and re
entered the city. 

20 Derbe; the Return The next day he set out with Barnabas 
for Derbe. After preaching the gospel to that city and teach· 
ing many, they returned to Lystra and Iconium and Antioch, I 

21 reassuring the disciples and exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and reminding them that through many tribula-

22 tions we must enter the kingdom of God. And when they 
had appointed presbyters for them in each church, with 
prayer and fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 

23 whom they had believed. Crossing Pisidia, they came to 
24 Pamphylia, I and after speaking the word of the Lord in 
n Perge they went down to Attalia, I and ' from there they 

sailed back to Antioch, where they had first been entrusted to 
the grace of God for the work which they had now finished. 

26 On their arrival they called the church together and reported 
all that God had done with them, and how he had opened 

27 to the Gentiles a door of faith. And they stayed no little 
time with the disciples. 

14, 14-17: This is Paul's first recorded speech to pagans. Jn it he 
naturally stressed monotheism. 

14, 18-19: There must have been an interval of time between the 
event desnibed in vv. 10-17 and this one. Vv. 18·19 telescope many 
events because Paul" s rapid recovery was either a miracle or a mar
velous physical feat, even if he may have set out for Derbc "the next 
day"" ( v. 20) on horseback. 

14, 18: Paul recalls this stoning in 2 Cor 11, 24 "once I was 
stoned."" 

14, 22: "In whom" (Christ) "they had believed" (to be divine). 
14, 24: Perge: sec 13. 13 n. 
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15 
1 Dissension at Antioch But some came down from Jude 

and began to teach the brethren, saying, "Unless you be ci1 
cumcised after the manner of Moses, you cannot be saved. 

2 And when no little objection was made against them b· 
Paul and Barnabas, they decided that Paul and Barnabas an• 
certain others of them should go up to the apostles an< 

3 presbyters at Jerusalem about this question. So they, sent or 
their way by the church, passed through Phoenicia and Sa 
maria, relating the conversion of the Gentiles, and the1 

4 caused great rejoicing among all the brethren. On arrivin~ 
at Jerusalem they were welcomed by the church and the 
apostles and the presbyters, and they proclaimed all that Gotl 

5 had done with them. But some of the Pharisees' sect, wlu1 
had accepted the faith, got up and said, "They must be 
circumcised and also told to observe the Law of Moses."' 

6 Peter's Decision So the apostles and the presbyters had a 
7 meeting to look into this matter. And after a long debate, 

Peter got up and said to them, "Brethren, you know that in 
early days God made choice among us, that through my 
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 

8 believe. And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by 
9 giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us; I and he 

made no distinction between us and them, but cleansed their 
10 hearts by faith. Why then do you now try to test God by 

putting on the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither 
11 our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we believe 

that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just 
as they are." 

12 Then the whole meeting quieted down and listened 
while Barnabas and Paul told of the great signs and won
ders that God had done among the Gentiles through them. 

15, 2: They decided: "in consequence of a revelation" (Gal 2, 2). 
Certain others of them: some of the comp11.nions of Paul and Barnabas. 
e.g., Titus (Gal 2, 4). 

15, 5: These well-intentioned conservatives among the Pharisees 
had valid reasons for their stand because Christ himself never de
nounced. circumcision nor the Mosaic Law, but only the Pharisaic in
terpretation of the Law. Besides, if the Church was the New Israel, 
it should carry on these two institutions as Israel had always done 
(see 11, 18 n). 

15, 6-29: See Gal 2, 1-10 n. 
U, 7-11: Peter alludes to the Cornelius episode (see 10, 1-48). 
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13 Advice from James After these had finished speaking, 
14 James made this answer, saying. "Brethren, listen to me. Si

mon has told how God first visited the Gentiles to take 
n from among them a people to bear his name. And with this 
16 the words of the prophets agree, as it is written, 'After these 

things I will return and will rebuild the tabernacle of David 
which has fallen down, and the ruins thereof I will rebuild, 

17 and I will set it up; that the rest of mankind may seek after 
the Lord, and all the nations upon whom my name is in
voked, says the Lord, who does these things.' 

1e 'To the Lord was his own work known from the begin-
19 ning of the world.' Therefore my judgment is not to dis

quiet those who from among the Gentiles are turning to the 
20 Lord; but to send them written instructions to abstain from 

anything that has been contaminated by idols and from im-
21 morality and from anything strangled and from blood. For 

1 '· 13: fame1: this is James the leader of the Jerusalem Church, 
who is referred to in 12, 17. 

15, 14: James refers to the Cornelius event (see 1,, 7-11 n). 
Simon: 2 Pt 1, 1 is the only other New Testament instance where 
Peter's Hebrew name is Riven. 

1,, 1'·18: James supports Peter's argument with quotations from 
Am 9, 11-12 and Is 4,, 21. 

15, 16-17: According to the Greek (Sep.) quoted here, the sense 
is that God will restore the defeated Davidic dynasty of kinRS, so 
that the Gentiles will be subject to them ("all the nations upon whom 
my name is invoked'"). ThouRh originally this text was most probably 
understood in a military ancf political sense, James explains it in a 
spiritual sense (v. 14). See Am 9, 11 n. 

15, 18: The verse is perhaps a free translatio11. of Is 4,, 21. Re
gardless, it refers to the future conversion of the Gentiles. The inter
pretation of James here is that the moment known to God "from 
the beginning ' arrived with the conversion of Cornelius. 

15, 19-20: James compromises by offering four prohibitions so that, 
when taking meals toRether, the Christians converted from Judaism 
will not feel that the Christians converted from paRanism are leRally 
impure. 

1 '· 20: Contaminated by ido/J: or "thin!!S sacrificed to idols" ( v. 
29). The reference is to that portion of the animal which was re
turned to the pagan offerer (after the priest took his portion) to eat 
or sell at the market. Converts from paganism riRhtly saw nothinR 
wrong in buyinR such meat and eating it. Converts -from Judaism sen
sitively considered it almost a parta.kin.q in a sacrileRious cult (see 1 
Cor 8, 1-13 n). Prom immorality: on the dispute over the exact 
meaning of the Greek term porneia see Mt 19, 9 n. Prom anythinP,_ 
Jtrangl1d: animals not drained of their blood and, thus, considered 
foul or contaminated (see Gn 9, 4 n). From blood: this prohibition 
was based on the popular belief that, since blood symbolizes life, it 
belonRS to God alone (Lv 17, 10-14). 

15, 21: One of the many inadequate explanations of this obscure 
verse, in which James gives the reason for his instructions (vv. 19-20) 
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Moses for generations past has had his preachers in eve 
city in the synagogues, where he is read aloud every Sabbath 

22 The Decision Then the apostles and the presbyters wil 
the whole church decided to select representatives and I 

send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. These we1 
Judas, surnamed Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among ti 

23 brethren. They were bearers of the following letter: 
"The brethren who are apostles and presbyters send grcc 

ing to the brethren of Gentile origin in Antioch and Syria an 
24 Cilicia. As we have heard that some of our number hav 

disturbed you with their teaching, unsettling your mind' 
25 persons to whom we had given no instruction, I we hav 

decided, being assembled together, to select representative 
and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul: 

26 men who have pledged their lives for the name of our Lori 
27 Jesus Christ. We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, wh( 

themselves also by word of mouth will give you the sarrn 
28 message. For the Holy Spirit and we have decided to laJ 

no further burden upon you but this indispensable one, 
29 that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and frnrr 

blood and from what is strangled and from immorality; 
keep yourselves from these things, and you will get on well. 
Farewell." 

30 So the delegates went down to Antioch and, gathering 
31 the community together, they delivered the letter. And they, 

having read it, were delighted with the encouragement it 
32 gave them. As Judas and Silas were themselves prophets, 

they exhorted the brethren with many words and strength· 
33 ened them. After spending some time there, they were Jet 

go by the brethren with a greeting to those who had sent 
34 them. [Silas however decided to stay there, and so JuJas 
35 departed alone for Jerusalem.} But Paul and Barnabas stayed 

on in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, 
with many others. 

is: the Mosaic Law was so often repeated in the synagogues 
abroad that the converts from paganism ought to understand why these 
prohibitions are asked of them. 

15, 22: Judas: though mentioned as a prophet (vv. 32-33), he is 
otherwise unknown. Silas: a prophet (v. 32) and companion of 
Paul (v. 40). 

15, 26: For the name: for the person. 
15, 28: An example of the awareness of the infant Church that she 

is acting under the infiuence and with the authority of the Holy Spirit. 
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II. SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY 

36 Paul and Barnabas Separate Now some time after Pai 
said to Barnabas, "Let us return and visit the brethren in a 
the cities where we have preached the word of the Lord, I 

37 see how they are doing." But Barnabas wanted to take wit 
38 them John also, who was surnamed Mark. But Paul ash 

that he, inasmuch as he had deserted them in Pamphylia i1 
stead of going on with them to their work, should not agai 

39 be taken along. And a sharp contention sprang up so th: 
they separated from each other, and Barnabas took Mar 

40 and sailed for Cyprus. But Paul chose Silas and set out, t~ 
41 brethren commending him to the grace of the Lord; I and I 

travelled through Syria and Cilicia, and strengthened tli 

16 

churches [and commanded them to keep the precepts of tl1 
apostles and presbyters]. 

1 Timothy And he reached Derbe and Lystra. And beholc 
a certain disciple was there named Timothy, son of 

2 believing Jewess, but of a Gentile father. And he was high! 
3 thought of by the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. Thi 

man Paul wished to go forth with him, and he took a11' 
circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in thos 

4 parts, for they all knew that his father was a Gentile. Arn 
as they passed through the cities, they delivered to tl1 
brethren for their observance the decisions arrived at by th 

' apostles and presbyters in Jerusalem. So the churches grev 
stronger and stronger in the faith and increased in number 
daily. 

15, 36: A reference to the cities of the first missionary journey i1 
13, 1-14, 27. 

15, 38: A reference to 13, 13 n. 
15, 39: Barnabas and Mark vanish from Luke's account. Thi 

11pocryphal Epistle of Barnabas, written about 125 A.D. in Alexandria 
was not composed by Barnabas. 

16, 1: Timothy: to whom Paul ( ?) would later write: "To Timo 
thy, his beloved son in the faith" ( 1 Tm 1, 2). 

16, 3: Although Paul was convinced that converts from paganis11 
should not be compelled to be circumcised, he did circumcise Timoth1 
since his Jewish adversaries might have objected to Timothy as an un 
circumcised missionary! In Jewish eyes, anyone born of a Jewis~ 
mother, even if the father was a Gentile (v. 1) remained an apostate 
as long as he was not circumcised. 
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6 Departure for Macedonia Passing through Phrygia and 
the Galatian country, they were forbidden by the Holy 

7 Spirit to speak the word in the province of Asia. And when 
they came to Mysia, they tried to get into Bithynia, but 

e the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; I so passing by 
9 Mysia, they went down to Troas. And Paul had a vision one 

night; a Macedonian was standing, appealing to him and 
111 Aaying, "Come over into Macedonia and help us." I As 

soon as he had the vision, straightway we made efforts to 
set out for Macedonia, being sure that God had called us to 
preach the gospel to them. 

II Preaching at Philippi So sailing from Troas, we ran a 
straight course to Samothrace, and the next day to Neapolis, 

12 I and thence to Philippi, the principal city of a part of 
Macedonia, a Roman colony. We stayed some days in this 

U city; I and on the Sabbath we went outside the gate to the 
bank of the river, where there seemed to be a place of prayer. 
And we sat down and spoke to the women who had gath-

14 ered there. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of 
purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, 
was listening; and the Lord touched her heart to give heed 

1' to what was being said by Paul. And when she and her 
household had been baptized. she appealed to us and said, 

16, 6: The Greek reads: "they passed through Phrygia and the 
Galatian country, after having been forbidden." The province of A1ia: 
the Ae,.;tan coastal area around Ephesus (capital) 'ltnd Smyrna. 

16, 7: But the Spirit of /eiuJ did 1101 permit them: Luke does not 
say how the Spirit forbade them. Through a warning from a proph
et? Through a natural event which they interpreted as providential? 
Through Paul's illness? The express inn ""Spirit of Jesus'" occurs only 
once more in the New Testament (Phil 1, 19). It is synonymous with 
the Holy Spirit mentioned in v. 6. 

16, B: TroaJ: a city near ancient Troy, founded by the successors 
of Alexander the Great. It was a Roman colony. 

16, 9: The Macedonian was recognized by his long cloak and broad 
brimmed hat. 

16, 10-17: A "we" passage (see Introduction to Acts). 
16, 11 : If' e ran: the first of the ""we" passages indicates Luke's 

presence (see Introduction to Acts). The sea route from Troas in Asia 
Minor to Neapolis in Macedonia-with the island of Samothrace as 
mid point-is 175 miles. 

16, 12: Phi/i/1pi: (see Introduction to Epistle to the Philippians.) 
The. city was ten miles north of Neapolis. In the Roman colony of 
Pl11hpp1 the Chr1stians encountered Latin culture for the first time. 

16, 13: Apparently there were too few Jews to have a synagogue. 
16, 14: Thyatira: see Ap 2, 16 n. Who worihipped God: a prose

lyte, not a born Jewess (see 2, 11 n). 
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"If you have judged me to be a believer in the Lord, cm 
into my house and stay there." .And she insisted upon o 
coming. 

16 A Possessed Girl Now it came to pass as we were goi, 
to the place of prayer that a girl met us who possessed 
divining spirit and brought her masters much profit 

17 soothsaying. She followed Paul and ourselves and kept ct 

ing out, saying, "These men are servants of the most hi1 
18 God and they proclaim to you a way of salvation." Tl 

she did for many days; until Paul, being very mu, 
grieved, turned and said to the spirit, "I order thee in 11 

name of Jesus Christ to go out of her." .And it went o 
that very moment. 

19 Arrest of Paul and Silas But on seeing that their hope 1 

profit was gone, her masters seized Paul and Silas ar 
20 dragged them into the market place to the rulers; I ar 

bringing them to the magistrates, they said, "These 1rn 

are making a great disturbance in our city; they are Jcv 
21 I and are advocating practices which it is against ti 

law for us to adopt or observe, since we are Romans 
22 And the people joined in the attack against them; an 

the magistrates tore off their clothes and ordered the1 
23 to be beaten with rods; I and after inflicting many laslic 

upon them they cast them into prison, charging the jailc 
24 to keep them safely. On receiving such orders, he cast tkr 

into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stork: 
2) But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying, singin 

the praises of God, and the prisoners were listening t 
26 them; I and suddenly there was such a great earthquake thi 

16, 16: A divining spirit: literally "a python spirit." Python echoc 
Ovid's mythological story of the serpent (python) who pronoun<e 
oracles at Delphi and was slain by Apollo who then prophesi~d i 
place of the python. The priestess who succeeded Apollo was know 
as Pythia. She sat on a three-legged stool draped with the skin of th 
serpent. 

16, 18: Although her words were true, Paul did not care for ther 
because the girl was possessed. 

16, 19: The market place: excavations show the court and priso 
in the forum. 

16, 20-21: The accusation of the "'masters" (v. 19) is that Pat 
and Silas are Jews who make converts among the Romans, whiLh 1 

against the law. 
16, 20: MaJ?.istrates: praetors. 
16, 24: Tbe inner prison: probably a dungeon. 
16, 26: Earthquake: it was not necessarily a miraculous earthqual<• 
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the foundations of the prison were shaken. And at once 
all the doors flew open, and everyone's chains were unfas-

27 tened. And the jailer, roused out of sleep and seeing that 
the doors of the prison were open, drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself, thinking that the prisoners had es-

2R caped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying. "Do thyself 
29 no harm, for we are all here." Then calling for a light, 

he ran in and trembling for fear fell down before Paul and 
30 Silas; I and bringing them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I 
H do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
32 and thou shalt be saved, and thy household." And they 

spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were 
H in his household. And he took them at that very hour of the 

night and washed their wounds; and he and all his family 
1 34 were baptized immediately. And taking them into his house, 

he set food before them, and rejoiced with all his household 
over his faith in God. 

3' Preedom But when day came, the magistrates sent the 
36 lictors with the instructions, "Let these men go." And the 

jailer reported these words to Paul: "The magistrates have 
sent word that you are to be released; now therefore come 

37 forth and go in peace." But Paul said to them, "They 
have beaten us publicly and without trial, although we 
are Romans, and have cast us into prison; and now 
are they going to put us out secretly? By no means, but 

3R let them come themselves I and take us out." The lictors 
reported these words to the magistrates, and on hearing that 

39 they were Romans they were alarmed I and came and 
appealed fo them; and taking them out, besought them to 

~o leave the city. And leaving the prison they went to Lydia's 
house, and after seeing the brethren and encouraging them, 
they departed. 

17 
I 1'hessalonica Now after passing through Amphipolis and 

but Luke might here be interpreting a natural earthquake as a divine 
lnterventwn. The earthquake could have damaged the walls so that 
"the doors flew open" and everyone's "chains were unfastened" from 
the reverberating wall. 

16, n · 36: No reason is given for the magistrates' change of mind. 
Perhaps they deemed a night's imprisonment sufficient punishment. 

16, H: It IS not known why Paul did not make this protest sooner. 
16, 39: Leave !he Cfly: thcfy probably feared another riot. 
.17. I: The)ourney was along the famous Via Egnatia. Amphipolis: 

th1tty·three miles from Philippi. Apo/Ionia: thirty miles from Amphi-



Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
2 synagogue of the Jews. And Paul, as was his custom, went in 

to them and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the 
3 Scriptures; I explaining and showing that the Christ had to 

suffer and rise from the dead, and that this is the Christ, even 
4 Jesus, whom I preach to you. And some of them believed 

and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of 
the worshipping Greeks and of the Gentiles, and not a 

' few women of rank. But the Jews, moved with jealousy, 
took certain base loafers, and forming a mob, set the city 
in an uproar. They attacked Jason's house and sought to 

6 bring them out to the people; I but not finding them, they 
dragged Jason and certain brethren before the magistrates of 
the city, shouting. "These men who are setting the world 

7 in an uproar have come here too, I and Jason has taken 
them in; and they are all acting contrary to the decrees of 

8 Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus." And they 
stirred up the people and the magistrates of the city who 

9 heard this; I and they accepted bail from Jason and the rest 
and then let them go. 

10 Beroea But the brethren straightway sent Paul and Silas 
away by night to Beroea, and on their arrival there they 

11 went into the synagogue of the Jews. Now these were of a 
nobler character than those of Thessalonica and they received 
the word with great eagerness, studying the Scriptures every 

12 day to see whether these things were so. Many of theni 
became believers, and so did no small number of prominent 

13 Gentiles, women and men. But when the Jews of Thessa
lonica found out that in Beroea too the word of God had 
been preached by Paul, they came there also to stir up and 

14 excite the multitude. Then straightway the brethren sent 
forth Paul to go as far as the sea, while Silas and Timothy 

ls remained there. But those who escorted Paul took him as 

]'Olis. Theualonica: thirty-seven miles from Apollonia. (See Introduc
bon to 1 Thes on the history of Thessalonica.) 

17, 4: Wor1hippinx GreekJ and of the Genti/eJ: see 2, 11 n. 
17, 6: Ja10n: a Hellenistic form for the Jewish name Josue or 

Jesus. Perhaps Jason"s house was used for meetings by the Christians. 
Magi1tratei of the city: the Greek ""politarchs."' Inscriptions show how 
accurate Luke was here, for this is a title peculiar almost exclusively 
to Macedonia. 

17, 10: _Beroea: modern Verria where there is still a Jewish rom
mumty. It 1s about fifty miles from Thessalonica. 

17, 12: The only known Christian from Beroea is Sopater (20, 4). 
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far as Athens, and receiving instructions from him to Silas 
and Timothy to rejoin him as soon as possible, they set out. 

16 Athens Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, 
he was exasperated to see how the city was wholly given to 

17 idolatry. He had discussions therefore in the synagogue with 
the Jews and those who worshipped God, and in the market 

lH place every day with those who were there. And some of the 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him; and some 
said, "What is this babbler trying to say?" But others, "He 
seems to be a herald of strange gods," because he proclaimed 

19 to them Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him and 
brought him to the Areopagus, saying, "May we know just 

20 what is this new doctrine which thou teachest? For thou 
bringest some strange things to our ears; we wish therefore to 

21 know what these things mean." (Now all the Athenians and 
the visitors there from abroad used to spend all their leisure 
telling or listening to something new.) 

17, 16: Athens: in Paul's time, Athens was inferior to Corinth 
both politically and commercially. Yet it still glowed as the university 
city of classical antiquity since it was the center of philosophy, 
culture, and even religion in the pagan sense. No city could rival 
A1hens for its rich temples, altars, statues, and images. 

17, 17: Thou who worshipped God: God-fearers (see 2, 11 n). 
17, 18: The Epicurean and Stoic philosophers: we can sympathize 

with Paul's difficult audience because the Epicureans taught that the 
atoms of which gods were made were liner than those of men; the 
Stoics taught a pantheistic god. Other less influential philosophers of 
the day not mentioned by Luke were the Peripatetics of Aristotle and 
the Academicians of Plato. Strange gods: they thought that Paul pro
claimed two deities, namely: "Jesus, and the resurrection." Owing to 
the Greek word for resurrection, Anastasis, they probably considered it 
a goddess or an abstraction, for the Athenians were familiar with 
shrines dedicated to abstract ideas. 

1 7, 19: Before the time of Paul the term Areopagus meant the hill 
west of the Athenian Acropolis, where the Areopagites, the council of 
judges, held court. At the time of Paul the Areopagus referred to the 
hill or to the council of judges, even though they probably met not on 
the hill, but in the courthouse located in the market place (Agora). 
ll is disputed whether Paul spoke on the hill because it was a quieter 
place than the noisy "market place" (v. 17) and informally to an 
interested group, or whether he spoke formally on trial before the 
council in the market place since the council had control perhaps over 
n·ligion, education, and public instruction. 

17, 21: The ~isitors I here from abroad: especially foreign students. 
Somelhing n•w: not gossip nor news but novel intellectual opinions. 
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22 Paul's Discourse Then Paul stood up in the midst of the 
Areopagus, and said, "Men of Athens, I see that in every 

23 respect you are extremely religious. For as I was going about 
and observing objects of your worship, I found also an 
altar with this inscription: 'To the Unknown God.' What 
therefore you worship in ignorance, that I proclaim to 

24 you. God, who made the world and all that is in it, since 
he is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples 

2' built by hands; I neither is he served by human hands as 
though he were in need of anything, since it is he who 

26 gives to all men life and breath and all things. And from 
one man he has created the whole human race and made 
them live all over the face of the earth, determining their 

27 appointed times and the boundaries of their lands; I that 
they should seek God, and perhaps grope after him an<l 
find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 

17, 22-31: It is dillicult to say to what degree Luke entered into the 
composition of this discourse, even though the ideas are Pauline (Rom 
1, 19ff; 1 Cor 15, 14-15; 8, 4-6). Nevertheless, Paul's most famous 
speech in Acts is valuable as a model of the way he preached to 
cultured Greek non-believers. 

17, 22-23: Paul remarks that the Athenians are so extremely 
"religious" as to worship many gods and, lest any be forgotten, to 
even have built (v. 23) an altar '"to the Unknown God" (as moderns 
would build a tomb to the Unknown Soldier for the same reason). 
Vv. 22-23 recall a famous adage from the Roman satirist Petronius: 
"Our country is so full of divinities that in it you may more easily 
find a god than a man." 

17, 23: To the Unknown God: even though no inscription has ever 
been found of an altar to an unknown god, evidence of ancient 
writers, e.g., Pausanias, prove that there were many altars erected in 
Athens to unknown f!.Ods. Even if the altar which Paul saw carrieJ 
the inscription "To the Unknown Gods," Paul spoke of and reasoned 
from it in the singular to teach monotheism. 

17, 24: Does not dwell: is not con.fined to. 
17, 25: As though he were in need of anything: classical writers 

expressed the same idea. Compare, e.g., Euripides': "God has no 
need, if he is really God, of anything." 

17, 26: Determininf!, their ... boundaries of their lands: it is 
unclear whether Paul refers to God setting the limits of the waters 
from the earth as in Gn 1, 9-10 or determining the boundaries of 
peoples' lands as in Gn 10. Regardless, Paul's main idea is that the 
order in the world leads to a knowledge of the true God. It is this 
passage ia the New Testament that racial segregationists most fre. 
quently quote. To read a modem problem into a text, which does not 
consider modem times and modem problems, is anachronistic and 
unscholarly. 

17, 27: He is not far: this idea is paralleled in the Old Testament 
(Jee 23, 23f), and in Stoic works, e.g., "God is near you, with you 
and in you," Seneca. 
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2e For in him we live and move and have our being, as indeed 
some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also his 
offspring.' 

79 "If therefore we are the offspring of God, we ought not to 
imagine that the Divinity is like to gold or silver or stone, 

30 to an image graven by human art and thought. The times 
of this ignorance God has, it is true, overlooked, but now 

'I he calls upon all men everywhere to repent; I inasmuch as 
he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world with 
justice by a Man whom he has appointed, and whom he 
has guaranteed to all by raising him from the dead.'' 

'2 Now when they heard of a resurrection of the dead, 
some began to sneer, but others said, 'We will hear thee 

H again on this matter.'' So Paul went forth from among them. 
W Certain persons however joined him and became believers; 

among them were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman 
named Damaris, and others with them. 

18 
I Corinth After this he departed from Athens and came 
2 to Corinth. And there he found a certain Jew named 

Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from 
Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all 

' Jews to leave Rome. Paul visited them I and, as he was of 

17, 28: For ;,, him we li1111 ot1d mo11e dtld ho1111 011r beit11/: a 
quotation from the f'?Cm on Minosses written bf the sixth century 
Cretan poet, Epimerudes. Some of yo11r owt1 poe/1 hove 1oid: 'For we 
are a/Jo hi1 off 1prinlf: "some" means that this verse is found in the 
third century poem Phet1omerto by Aratus of Soli in Cilicia, and in 
Hymn lo j11pi1er by Cleanthes of Assos in Troas. 

17, 31: A Mart: Jesus. 
17, 32: St1eer: see 1 Cor 1,, 12 n. 
17, 34: Diony1i111 lhe Areopol!,il11: it cannot be historically i>roven 

from the writings of Eusebius that Dionysius was the lint bishop of 
Athens. Many legends were spun concerning him. DamoriI: otherwise 
unknown. It cannot be proven from St. John Chrysostom that Damaris 
was the wife of Dionysius. And olhers wilh 1hem: Paul failed as a 
preacher in Athens. 

IR, I: Corinth: see Introduction to 1 Corinthians. 
18, 2: Aq11i/a ... Priuilla: they are mentioned six times in the 

New Testament. It cannot be proven that they were the penons whose 
names have been inscribed in the Roman catacombs of Priscilla. Pom111: 
in Asia Minor (Turkey), southeast of the Black Sea. Cla11di111: the 
Roman emperor who expelled the Jews about 49 A.D. According to 
lhe historian, Gaius Suetonius, the reason was the Jewish attempt to 
prevent the spreadin11 of the reli11ion of "Chrestus," generally inter· 
preted as an error for Christus. Christ. 
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the same trade, he stayed with them and he set to work; for 
4 they were tent-makers by trade. And he would preach in 

the synagogue every Sabbath, [bringing in the name of 
the Lord Jesus] and try to convince Jews and Greeks. 

' But when Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul 
was wholly occupied with the word, emphatically assuring 

6 the Jews that Jesus is the Christ. But as they contradicted 
him and blaspheme_!l, he shook his garments in protest and 
said to them, "Your blood be upon your own heads; I am in-

7 nocent of it. Henceforth I will go to the Gentiles." And he 
departed from there, and went into the house of a man named 
Titus Justus, a worshipper of God; his house adjoined the 

8 synagogue. But Crispus, the president of the synagogue, 
believed in the Lord and so did all his household, and 
many of the Corinthians heard Paul, and believed, and wen· 

9 baptized. And one night the Lord said to Paul in a vision, 
10 "Do not fear, but speak and do not keep silence; I because 

I am with thee, and no one shall attack thee or injure thee, 
11 for I have many people in this city." So he settled there a year 

and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

12 Gallio But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the 
Jews made a concerted attack upon Paul and took him 

13 before the tribunal, I saying, "This fellow is persuading men 
14 to worship God contrary to the Law." But as Paul was about 
· to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, "If there were 

some question of misdemeanor or serious crime, 0 Jews, I 
15 should with reason bear with you. But if these are questions 

of doctrine and of titles and of your Law, look to it your-
16 selves; I have no wish to decide such matters." And he drove 

18, 5: Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia: see 17, 14-15. 
18, 6: He Ihook hiI ~armenlJ: see 13, 51 n. 
18, 7: A worihipper of God: see 2, 11 n. 
18, 8: CriipuJ: in 1 Cor 1, 14 Paul says he baptized Crispus. 

The Preiident: his duty was to invite qualified speakers to the 
synagogue (see "Religious Background" in Introduction to the New 
Testament). 

18, 12: Gallia: Lucius Junius Gallio, the brother of Seneca the 
philosopher, was a native of Cordova, Spain. According to an inscrip
tion at Delphi, the incident narrated in v. 12 is dated 52 A.D. 

18, 13-16: The difficulty here is: which Law is meant in v. 13, 
Jewish or Roman? The Jewish religion (the Mosaic Law) was 
protected by Roman law as a licensed religion. One opinion is that 
the Jews could denounce to the Roman authorities one of their own 
Jewish brethren (as, for instance, Paul) who was unfaithful to the 
Jewish religion. In this manner of denunciation the Jews could safe
guard their privilege and not run the risk of losing it, for no one 
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17 them from the tribunal. Then they all seized Sosthenes, the 
president of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the 
tribunal; but Gallio paid no attention to it. 

1e Return to Antioch But Paul, after staying there some time 
longer, took leave of the brethren and sailed for Syria with 
Priscilla and Aquila; at Cenchr:r he had his head shaved, 

1~ because of a vow he had made. He arrived at Ephesus 
and there he left them; but he himself entered the synagogue 

20 and had a discussion with the Jews. But when they besought 
21 him to stay some time longer, he did not consent, I but bade 

them farewell, saying, "I will come back to you, God 
22 willing." He put to sea from Ephesus, I and landing at 

Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem to pay his respects to 
the church and then went down to Antioch. 

would accuse the denouncers to be advocators of a new religion. 
Another opinion, less favored, is that the Jews denounced Paul outright 
to Gallio for introducing a religion not allowed by Roman law. 

Irrespective of the intention that the Jews had in mind, Gallio 
deverly interprets their complaint as a violation of the purely religious 
'"doctrine" (v. 1') of their religion and dismisses the charge. The 
importance of Gallio's decision was this: if he had decided against 
Paul, the Jews would have cited the decision in their subsequent court 
trials against Paul at Caesarea and Rome. 

18, 17: They all Jeized So1thene1: see 1 Cor 1, 1. Who seized 
Susthenes I '"They all" may refer to the Jews who beat Sosthenes, 
probably because he sided with Paul. "Gallio paid no attention" to 
this disorder which was in protest of his rebuff. 

If another reading of the text is correct, namely, "all the Greeks," 
then the meaning is that the Greeks, encouraged by Gallio's rebuff of 
the Jews, took advantage of the occasion to vent their hatred of the 
Jews by beating up Sosthenes. In either instance, "Gallio paid no 
attention to it." 

18, 18: Sailed for Syria: the final goal was Antioch in Syria (v. 
22). Cenchrae: Corinth's eastern port on the Aegean sea (Rom 16, 
1 ). H6 had hi1 head Jhaved: who? Most probably Paul, not Aquila. 
A vow: a Nazirite vow included not cutting one's hair for about a 
month. See Nm 6, 1·21 n. Two theories of this obscure verse are: 
1. At unchrae, Paul shaved his head at the completion of the vow 
taken previously. 2. Paul took his vow at c.enchrae and completed it 
at Jerusalem (21, 23-36). 

18, 19: Epheuu: the city, situated on the present-day southwestern 
Aegean coast of Turkey, was founded before 1100 B.C. It became part 
of the Roman empire in 133 B.C. This wealthy seaport became the 
cnpital of the Roman province of Asia. The city was notorious for its 
magical arts (see Acts 19, 19 n). In New Testament times its popula
t10n reached 2~0,000. During his second and third missionary journeys 
Paul lived at Ephesus for about three years. (See Acts 19, 27 n on the 
temple of Diana at Ephesus. 
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111. THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY 

2~ Return to Ephesus After spending some time there he de 
parted, and travelled through the Galatian country anc 
Phrygia in turn, strengthening all the disciples. 

24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, a native of Alex 
andria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, an<I 

2~ mighty in the Scriptures. He had been instructed in th< 
Way of the Lord, and being fervent in spirit, used to speak 
and teach carefully whatever had to do with Jesus, thou~h 

26 he knew of John's baptism only. This man therefore began 
to speak confidently in the synagogue, and on hearing him 
Priscilla and Aquila took him home and expounded the 

27 Way of God to him more precisely. And as he wanted 
to go to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote 
to the disciples to welcome him. On his arrival there he 

28 was of great service to those who had believed, I for he 
vigorously refuted the Jews in public and showed from the 
Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 

19 
1 Now it was while Apollos was in Corinth that Paul, 

after passing through the upper districts, came to Ephesus 

18, 24: Apollos: he is mentioned in four other passages. Alexa11d,.i.i: 
Jerusalem was the center for the Mosaic Law and the temple liturgy; 
Antioch was the center of Judaism influencing the Hellenists; Alex· 
andria was the center of Hellenism influencing the Jews. E/aqu, 11/ 
ma11: closer to the Greek is: "an eloquent man of culture." Mighly i11 
the Scriplures: the Old Testament. 

18, 25: The Way of !he Lord: or "way of God" (v. 26). EV<"n 
though these two expressions are mentioned in connection with 
"John's baptism" (v. 25), it remains only an educated guess that the 
origin of the expression to designate the Christian reli,gion as the 
"Way" came from John the Baptist's preaching on making ready the 
Way of the Lord. The circumstances of the conversion of Apollus 
are unknown. 

18, 26: There is no adequate explanation concerning the pre<ise 
state of the imperfect knowledge of Apollos about Jesus, nor for wh:it 
is meant by: Priscilla and Aquila "expounded the Way of God to him 
more precisely." 

18, 27: Wrole to the disciples: rerhaps part of the early Church's 
organization was the issuance o letters of recommendation for 
Christians who traveled to unknown places. 

19, 1: After Apollos left Ephesus (18, 24) and went to Corinth, 
Paul, having passed through Phrygia, north of Ephesus ("upper 
districts"), arrived at Ephesus. 
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2 and found certain disciples; \ and he said to them, "Did 
you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" 
But they said to him, "We have not even heard that there 

3 is a Holy Spirit." And he said, "How then were you bap-
4 tized?" They said, "With John's baptism." \ Then Paul said, 

"John baptized the people with a baptism of repentance, 
telling them to believe in him who was to come after him, 

5 that is, in Jesus." On hearing this they were baptized in 
6 the name of the Lord Jesus; and when Paul laid his hands on 

them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they began to 
7 speak in tongues and to prophesy. There were about twelve 

men in all. 
B Now for three months he used to go to the synagogue 

and speak confidently, holding discussions and trying to 

Sl persuade them about the kingdom of God. But when some 
were obstinate and refused to believe, speaking evil of tlw 
Way before the community, he left them and withdrew his 
disciples from them, and held daily discussions in the school 

10 of one Tyrannus. Now this went on for two years, so that 
all who lived in the province of Asia, both Jews and Gentiles, 

11 heard the word of the Lord. And God worked more than 
12 the usual miracles by the hand of Paul; \ so that even 

handkerchiefs and aprons were carried from his body to 
the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went 
out. 

13 But certain of the itinerant Jews, exorcists, also attempted 

19, 2-3: These half Christian "disciples" ( v. 1) and "believers·· 
(v. 2) who had only received John's baptism (v. 3) were in the 
same position that Apollos had found himself ( 18, 25). 

19, 2: We have not even heard that there i1 a Holy Spirit: thc<c 
disciples had not heard of the effusion of the Holy Spirit"s charismat1< 
gifts, nor of his existence. 

19, 5-6: Paul does not baptize them (v. 5) but he confirms them 
(v. 6)-as Peter and John did in similar situations in Samaria (8, 14). 

19, 5: Baptized in the name of the Lord fe1u1: see Mt 28, 9 n. 
19, 6: To Jpeak in 1ongue1: to speak ecstatically (see 2, 4-13 n). 
19, 9: The uhoo/ of one Tyram1u1: Tyrannus seems to have been 

a Greek teacher who taught in the mornings. In the afternoons, a 
time of siesta and leisure, he lent his "hall" to Paul. In the hours 
before noon, Paul probably plied his trade as a tent maker. 

19, 10: Two year1: Paul wrote 1 Cor during his sojourn at 
Ephesus that lasted "for three years" (20, 31 ). A1ia: see 16. 6 n. 

19, 12: Handkerchief1: they were large in those days, and country 
people in some lands still use such large handkerchiefs. Apro111 u,erP 
carried au·ay: as a tent maker, Paul wore an apron. The cult of using 
relics may have one of its foundations here. 

19, 13: ExorciJIJ: this type of non-Christian exorcists, the oldest 
example known so far, is mentioned only here in the New Testament. 
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to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had 
evil spirits in them, saying. "I adjure you by the Jesus whom 

14 Paul preaches." And a certain Sceva, a Jewish high priest, 
1' had seven sons who were doing this. But the evil spirit an

swered and said to them, "Jesus I acknowledge, and Paul 
16 I know, but who are you?" And the man in whom the 

evil spirit was sprang at them and overpowered them both 
with such violence that they Bed from that house tattered 
and bruised. 

17 And this became known to all the Jews and Gentiles 
living in Ephesus, and fear fell on them all, and the name 

18 of the Lord Jesus came to be held in high honor. And 
many of those who believed kept coming, and openly con-

19 fessed their practices. And many who had practised magical 
arts collected their books and burnt them publicly; and they 
reckoned up the prices of them, and found the sum to be 

20 fifty thousand pieces of silver. Thus mightily did the word 
of the Lord spread and prevail. 

21 After all this, Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through 
Macedonia and Achaia and to go to Jerusalem, saying 

22 "After I have been there, I must also see Rome." I So he sent 
two of his assistants, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, 
while he himself stayed on for a while in the province 
of Asia. 

23 Now at that time there arose no small commotion about 
2~ the Way. For a silversmith named Demetrius, by making 

silver shrines of Diana, brought no small gain to the crafts-

19, 14: A Jewish high priesl: of a high priestly family. 
19, 16: Bolh: perhaps the seven (v. 14) attempted exorcism but 

only two were attacked. 
19, 18: Many Christians admitted their superstitious magical prac

tices, not sins, and therefore this is not sacramental confession. 
19, 19: Their books: the "Ephesian Letters" contained magical 

formulas which were known all over the Greco-Roman world. Fif1y 
1huuu111d pieces of sifoer: the piece of silver referred to here equates 
one day's wage for a laborer; it is not the same as the silver shekel 
(see. Mt 27, 3 n). The crusade of publicly destroying their books of 
magICal formulas was the result of the beating described in v. 16. 

19, 21 : This verse apparently epitomizes the rest of Acts. In 1he 
Spiril: some critics omit the phrase or translate it differently . 
. 19, 2.2: Eras1us: "the city treasurer" of Corinth (Rom 16, 23). He 
ts ment10ned in 2 Tm 4, 20. Some ascheologists claim to have found 
at Corinth an inscription that refers to him. Asia: see 16, 6 n . 

. 19, 23-40: The theater riot is one of the most glowing verbal 
patntongs tn Acts. 

19, 23: The Way: the Christians (see 9, 2 n). 
19, 24: Silve~ s~rines of Diana: miniature temples with the figure 

of the goddess inside were made of cheap materials, e.g., terra cotta, 
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2s men; I and these he got together, along with workmen o 
like occupation, and said, "Men, you know that our wealtl 

26 comes from this trade; I and you see and hear that not onl1 
at Ephesus, but almost over the whole province of Asia, thi: 
man Paul has persuaded and turned away numbers of peo 
pie, saying, 'Gods made by human hands are not gods a1 

27 all.' And there is danger, not only that this business t>I 
ours will be discredited, but also that the temple of the 
great Diana will be tegarded as nothing, and even the mag· 
nificence of her whom all Asia and the world worshir 

28 will be on the decline." On hearing this they were filled 
with wrath and cried out, saying, "Great is Diana of 
the Ephesians." 

29 And the city was filled with confusion, and they rushed 
by a common impulse into the theatre, dragging along the 
Macedonians Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's fellow-travellers. 

30 But when Paul wanted to go before the people, the disciples 
31 would not let him; I al'd some of the Asiarchs who were 

and of precious metals as well. Some of the former kind have been 
excavated. On "the temple of the great Diana" see 19, 27 n. 

19, 25: Demetrius seems to have handed out orders to skilled 
workers ("craftsmen," v. 24) and unskilled laborers ("workmen," 
v. 25 ). 

19, 27: The temple of the f(reat Diana: the Roman goddess Diana 
is the equivalent of the Greek goddess Artemis. The Artemis of the 
Ephesians shares almost only the name with the classical Greek g0d
dess. The Ephesian Artemis was not a virgin huntress, nor a moon 
goddess like the classical Artemis, but she was a goddess of fertility 
for man, beast, and vegetation. 

The Ephesian Artemis was really the Asian great mother-goddess. 
She was worshiped not only in Ephesus but in nearly all Greek cities, 
Syria, southern Gaul, and Rome ("her whom all Asia and the 
world worship," v. 27). Foreign cults were introduced into her 
worship. According to a legend the origin of the temple goes back tu 
lJOO B.C., before Ephesus was founded. In 559 B.C. the temple w.1s 
remodeled with splendor, but it burned in 356 B.C.; its reconstruc
tion began immediately. Pliny describes the temple as one of the 
seven wonders of the ancient world. It was about two-thirds the 
size of St. Peter's basilica in Rome. The temple enjoyed the right of 
asylum. 

19, 29: Theatre: a large open-air assembly place. Its ruins have 
been excavated. The theater could seat over 20,000 persons. GaiuJ: 
he is mentioned again in 20, 4. AriJtarchuJ: a travel companion of 
Paul (20, 4) who stayed with Paul in prison (Col 4, 10). 

19, 31: AJiarchJ.· the Asian cities were organized into a league to 
promote the cult of the Roman emperor. The Asiarchs, officers of the 
league, formed a link between the provinces and Rome. Arche
ological evidence shows how correct Luke was in the use of this 
tec~nical word. FriendJ of hi~: throughout Acts, Paul is depicted as 
having been on good terms with Greek and Roman officials. 
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friends of his, sent to him and begged him not to venture 
~2 into the theatre. Meanwhile, some were shouting one thing 

and some another; for the assembly was in confusion, and 
most of them did not know why they had gathered to

H gether. Then some of the crowd called upon Alexander, 
as the Jews were pushing him forward; and Alexander, 
motioning with his hand for silence, wanted to give an 

51 t>xplanation to the people. But as soon as they saw that 
he was a Jew, they all with one voice for about two hours 
shouted, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians." 

" But when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he 
said, "Men of Ephesus, what man indeed is there who does 
not know that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper 

36 of the great Diana and of Jupiter's offspring? Since there
fore this is undeniable, you ought to be calm and do nothing 

37 rash. For you have brought these men here who are neither 
38 guilty of sacrilege nor blasphemers of your goddess. There

fore, if Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a 
complaint against anyone, court days are kept and there 
are proconsuls; let them take action against one another. 

39 And if you require anything further, it shall be settled in 
40 the lawful assembly. For we are even in danger of being 

accused of riot over today's uproar, since there is no culprit 
whom we can hold liable for this disorderly gathering." 
And with these words he dismissed the assembly. 

20 
1 Macedonia and Greece Now when the fumult had ceased, 

Paul sent for the disciples and encouraged them; then 
2 he took leave of them and started for Macedonia. After 

19., 33-34: Alexander: the Jews seemingly wanted Alexander to 
explain to the crowd that they were not to be identified with the 
Christians who harmed the trade of the silversmiths. 

19, ~5: The Jown clerk: the people's secretary. A worJhipper: in 
Greo·k. a temple sweeper, a warden. Coins and inscriptions testify 
th•t Ephesus had the title of warden of the temple of Diana and of the 
emperor's cult. /11pi1er'1 olf1pring_: literally, "the image fallen from the 
sky." The statue of Diana was believed to have fallen from heaven. 
(In the opinion of many scholars it was a meteorite.) There existed 
parallel pagan beliefs in other parts of the ancient world. Diana was 
commonly sculptured with multiple breasts covering her entire body, 
nnd with a turret-crown on her head. 

19, 3R: Procum11/J: those who presided at court. 
19, '10: Arruud: by the Roman authorities. The Greek text reads, 

"there being not a single reason that we shall be able to give for 
this gatherin11." 
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travelling through those parts and giving them much en-
3 couragement, he came to Greece. When he had spent three 

months there and was about to sail for Syria, a plot was 
laid against him by the Jews; so he resolved to return 

4 through Macedonia. And there accompanied him Sopater of 
Beroea, the son of Pyrrhus; and of the Thessalonians, Aristar
chus and Secundus, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy; and 

) of the province of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus. These. 
6 having gone in advance, waited for us at Troas; I but we 

ourselves sailed from Philippi after the days of the Unleaven
ed Bread, and five days later joined them at Treas, and 
there we stayed seven days. 

7 Troas And on the first day of the week, when we had 
met for the breaking of bread, Paul addressed them, as 
he was to leave the next morning, and he prolonged his 

e address until midnight. Now there were many lamps in tht 
9 upper room where we had assembled. And a young man 

named Eutychus, who was sitting at the window, was 
overcome with drowsiness and, as Paul addressed them at 
great length, he went fast asleep and fell down from the 

to third story to the ground and was picked up dead. Paul 
went down to him and laid himself upon him, and em
bracing him, said, "Do not be alarmed, life is still in him." 

11 Then he went up and broke bread and ate, and having 
spoken to them a good while, even till daybreak, he departed. 

12 And they took away the boy alive and were not a little 
comforted. 

13 But we went on board the ship and sailed for Assos, in-
tending to take Paul on board there. That was the arrange-

14 ment he had made, as he intended to travel there by land. So 

20, 4: Sopater: see 17, 12 n. Aristarchus and Gaius are mentioned 
in 19, 29. Secu11du1: means "second" son. His name appears only here. 
Tychicu1: means "lucky."' Tychicus delivered two of Paul"s letters 
(Eph 6, 21f; Col 4, 7ff). Trophimu1: means "'foster son.'" He is 
mentioned again in 21, 29. 

20, 5-21, 18: A "we"' passage (see Introduction to Acts). 
20, 6: Day1 of the Unleavened Bread: see 12, 2-3 n. 
20, 7: The fmt day of the week: there is a dispute concerning the 

expressions ""next morning'" and "midnight.'' Did the gathering take 
place on S:iturday night or on Sunday night? If the meeting was on 
Saturday mght, the computation of time would be Jewish, and would 
mean from 6:00 P.M. Saturday to the same time next day. Breaking 
of bread: the celebration of the Holy Eucharist as in v. 11, "broke 
bread'" (see 2, 42 n). 

20, 13: AII01: thirty-five mile!! from Treas by sea and about 
twenty by land. 
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when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and came 
1' to Mitylene. Sailing from there, we arrived on the following 

day off Chios; the next day we made Samos, and the day 
16 after we reached Miletus. For Paul had decided to sail 

past Ephesus, lest he should be delayed in the province 
of Asia; for he was hastening to be in Jerusalem, if it were 
possible for him, by the day of Pentecost. 

11 Discourse at Milelus From Miletus, however, he sent 
18 to Ephesus for the presbyters of the church; I and when 

they had come to him and were assembled, he said to them: 
"'You know in what manner I have lived with you 

all the time since the first day that I came into the 
19 province of Asia, I serving the Lord with all humility 

and with tears and in trials that befell me because of 
20 the plots of the Jews; I how I have kept back nothing that 

was for your good, but have declared it to you and taught 
21 you in public and from house to house, I urging Jews and 

Gentiles to turn to' God in repentance and to believe in 
22 our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I am going to 

Jerusalem, compelled by the Spirit, not knowing what will 
23 happen to me there; I except that in every city the Holy 

Spirit warns me, saying that imprisonment and persecution 
24 are awaiting me. But I fear none of these, nor do I count 

my life more precious than myself, if only I may accom· 
plish my course and the ministry that I have received from 

20, 17·38: Paul's only speech in Acts addressed to Christians is 
a moJd of how he spoke as a pastor of souls. It is a speech of defense 
against his opponents in the ministry and a farewell address. Vv. 22-
27 may or may not allude to his martyrdom. Paul recalls his pastoral 
life in Asia Minor (vv. 18-27) and offers recommendations (vv. 28· 
35). 

20, I 7: Mile1111: Ephesus is about thirty-live miles away. The 
pre1byters: the Greek word pre1buterou1 is used interchangeably 
with e/1i1Copou1 ("bishops") in v. 28. Actually, both Greek terms 
mean only priests in the modern sense of the word. See Ti 1, 5-7; 1 
Tm I, 1-7; Phil 1, 1. Only after New Testament times do we see 
the word t'J1i1rnpo1 used in the modern sense of a residential mon
archical bishop. The twelve apostles and Paul were equivalent to 
moJern bishops insofar as they ordained priests. See e.g., 1 Tm 5, 22. 

20, 18: /Jnd were aHembled: not in the Greek. 
20, 21 : ChriJI: not in the Greek. 
20, 22-27: See 20, 17-38 n. 
20, H: The Huly Spiril wam1 me: through prophets? 
20, 24; Blil I fear 11011e of 1he1e: not in the Greek. Nor do I 

count, etc.: in Greek, '"But I do not hold my life in any account as 
bein.i: dear to me:' 
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the Lord Jesus, to bear witness to the gospel of the grace 
of God. 

2' "And now, behold, I know that you all among whom 
I went about preaching the kingdom of God, will see my 

26 face no longer. Therefore I call you to witness this day that 
27 I am innocent of the blood of all; I for I have not shrunk 
28 from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Take 

heed to yourselves and to the whole flock in which the 
Holy Spirit has placed you as bishops, to rule the Church 
of God, which he has purchased with his own blood. 

29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will get in 
30 among you, and will not spare the flock. And from among 

your own selves men will rise speaking perverse things, 
31 to draw away the disciples after them. Watch, therefore, 

and remember that for three years night and day I did not 
cease with tears to admonish every one of you. 

32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word 
of his grace, who is able to bn.ild up and to give the in-

33 heritance among all the sanctified. I have coveted no one's 
34 silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these 

hands of mine have provided for my needs and those of my 
3' companions. In all things I have shown you that by so toiling 

you ought to help the weak and remember the word of 
the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, 'It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.' " 

36 Having said this, he knelt down and prayed with them 
37 all. And there was much weeping among them all and 
38 they fell on Paul's neck and kissed him, I being grieved 

most of all at his saying that they would no longer see his 
face. And they escorted him to the ship. 

21 
1 Tyre And when we had parted from them and had set 

20, 25: If the pastoral epistles may be used as an argument, Paul's 
statement proved wrong because he visited Ephesus. 

20, 28: Bishops: see 20, 17 n. 
20, 31: For 1hree year1: see 19, 10 n. 
20, 34: Paul was a tent maker by trade. See 18, 3. 
20, 35: Remember lhe word .•. 'II is more ble11ed .•• ': this 

~y!ng is not included in any of the Gospels. It is not clear whether 
It rs spoken by Paul, or whether it is an addition of Luke's. The 
saring is. found in works of later Christian writer.;, and Epicurus 
parallels rt with: "To do well is not only better than to fare well, 
but also more pleasant." 

20, 38: No longer Jee his /au: see 20, 25 n. 
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sail, we made a straight course and came to Cos, and the 
2 next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. There we 

found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, and we went on 
5 board and set sail. After sighting Cyprus and leaving it to 

the left, we sailed for Syria and landed at Tyre, for there 
4 the ship was to unload her cargo. Having looked up the 

disciples, we stayed there seven days. And they told Paul 
t through the Spirit not to go to Jerusalem. But when our time 

was up we left there and went on, and all of them with 
their wives and children escorted us till we were out of the 

6 city; and we knelt down on the shore and prayed. And 
having said farewell to one another, we went on board the 
ship and they returned home. 

7 Ptolemais and Caesarea After completing the voyage 
from Tyre, we landed at Ptolemais where we greeted the 

8 brethren and spent a day with them. The next day we 
departed and came to Caesarea, where we went to the house 
of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and 

9 stayed with him. He had four daughters, virgins, who had 
10 the gift of prophecy. And while we were staying on there 

for some days, there came down from Judea a certain 
11 prophet named Agabus. Coming to us, and taking Paul's 

girdle, he bound his own feet and hands, and said, "Thus 
says the Holy Spirit: The man whose girdle this is the Jews 
will bind like this at Jerusalem, and they will deliver him 

12 into the hands of the Gentiles." On hearing this, we our
selves and the people there begged him not to go to 

13 Jerusalem. Then Paul answered and said, "What do you 
mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not 
only to be bound but even to die at Jerusalem for the name 

14 of the Lord Jesus." And when we could not persuade him, 
15 we acquiesced and said, "The Lord's will be done." After 

this we made our preparations and went our way to Jerusalem. 
16 And some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us, 

taking with them Mnason, a Cypriot, an early disciple, 
whose guests we were to be. 

21, 4: Throup,h the Spirit: see 13, 2 n. 
21, 8: Philip ••• one of the ie11en: "deacons" is understood (see 

6, 5 ). 
21, 10: Ap,abus: most probably the same as in 11, 27f. 
21, 11: The prophecy in action (like those of the Old Testament 

prophets, e.g., Ez 4, 1-3) is substantially fulfilled in 21, 30ff (see 28, 
17). The pre<liction of Agabus agrees with the faithful at Tyre (v. 4). 

21, 16: Mr1a10n, a Cyprio1, an early disciple: Mnason is otherwise 
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IV. IMPRISONMENT IN PALESTINE 

17 Jerusalem On our arrival at Jerusalem the brethren gave 
1s us a hearty welcome. On the next day Paul went with us 
19 to James, and all the presbyters came in. After greeting 

them, he related in detail what God had done among the 
Gentiles through his ministry. 

20 They praised God when they heard it and they said 
to him, "Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of be· 
lievers there are among the Jews, all of them zealous up· 

21 holders of the Law. Now, they have heard about thee that 
thou dost teach the Jews who live among the Gentiles to 
depart from Moses, telling them they should not circumcise 

22 their children nor observe the customs. I What then? The 
multitude is sure to assemble, for they will hear that thou 

2~ hast come. I So do what we tell thee. We have four men 
24 who are under a vow; I take them and sanctify thyself alonll 

with them, and pay for them that they may shave thei1 
heads; and all will know that what they have heard of 
thee is false, but that thou thyself also observest the Law. 

2' But as for the Gentile believers, we ourselves have written 
our decision that they abstain from idol offerings and from 
blood and from what is strangled and from immorality." 

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day after beinll 
purified along with them he entered the temple and an
nounced the completion of the days of purification, when 
the sacrifice would be offered for each of them. 

27 Paul's Arrest But when the seven days were almost over, 
the Jews from the province of Asia, seeing him in the 
temple, stirred up all the people and seized him, shouting, 

unknown. He was a disciple of the Church at Jerusalem where he 
was host to Paul and his companions. Many believe that Mnason is 
one of the "Cyprians" mentioned in 11, 20 and therefore is here calleJ 
"an early disciple." The distaoce from Caesarea to Jerusalem was si.xr:y
five miles. 

21, 18: James: see 12, 2-3 n. 
21, 23-26: Paul is counseled to take the vow (see 18, 18 n) and 

thus show the Jews that he still observes the Mosaic Law. 
21, 25: See 15, 19-20 n. 
21, 27: The Jews from the pro11ince of Asia: Paul was recognized 

bv these Jews from abroad who were especially careful about the 
observance of the Mosaic Law because it was the Law itself that 
distinguished them most from the surrounding pagans. (Paul mini
IIl.lzed the observance of the Law.) 
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28 "Men of Israel, help. This is the man who teaches all men 
everywhere against the people and the Law and this place, 
and moreover he has brought Gentiles also into the temple 

29 and has desecrated this holy place." For they had seen 
Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with him and they 

30 supposed that Paul had taken him into the temple. And the 
whole city was thrown into confusion, and the people ran 
together, and seizing Paul, they proceeded to drag him out 
of the temple; whereupon the doors were immediately shut. 

31 They were trying to kill him, when news reached the tri-
bune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in a tumult. And 

32 he, immediately taking soldiers and centurions, ran down to 
them; and when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they 

H stopped beating Paul. Then the tribune came up and seized 
him and ordered him to be bound with two chains, and in-

34 quired who he was and what he had been doing. Some in 
the crowd shouted one thing, and some another, and as he 
could not learn anything certain on account of the tumult, 

3' he ordered him to be taken into the barracks. And when he 
came to the steps, he was actually being carried by the sol-

36 diers owing to the violence of the crowd; I for the mass of the 
people followed, shouting, "Away with him!" 

37 And as Paul was about to be taken into the barracks, he 
said to the tribune, "May I say something to thee?" He 

38 said, "Dnst thou know Greek? I Art not thou the Egyptian 
who recently stirred up to seditinn and led out into the 

39 desert the four thousand assassins?" But Paul said to him, 
"I am a Jew from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no insigni
ficant city. But I beg thee, give me leave to speak to the 
people." 

4o He gave him leave, and Paul, standing on the steps, mo
tioned with his hand to the people and when they had be
come quiet he addressed them in Hebrew, saying: 

21, 28-30: Under penalty of death, Gentiles were forbidden to 
penetrate beyond the Court of the Gentiles. The "doors" of the Court 
were shut by the temple police or Levites. Trophimus: he is mentioned 
in 20, 4. 

21, 31·35: The barracks (v. 34) were situated in the Fortress 
Antonia overlooking the temple grounds to which it was joined by 
"the steps" ( v. 35). 

21, 3 7 · 38: The tribune thought Paul was the Egyptian leader of 
the. assassins and was surprised to hear him speak Greek. This 
inrnlent of the 4,000 "dagger men" is mentioned by the historian 
Josephus. 
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22 
1 Discourse to the People "Brethren and fathers, listen to 

what I have to say to you in my defense." 
2 And when they heard him speak to them in Hebrew, they 

became even more quiet. 
3 And he said: "I am a Jew, and I was born at Tarsus in 

Cilicia, but was brought up here in this city, a pupil of Ga
maliel, and instructed according to the strict acceptation of 
the Law of our fathers. I was zealous for the Law just as all 

4 of you are today. And I persecuted this Way even to the 
death, binding and committing to prisons both men and 

' women, I as the high priest can bear me witness, and all the 
elders. In fact I received letters from them to the brethren 
in Damascus, and I was on my way to arrest those who were 
there and bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment. 

6 "And it came to pass that, as I was on my way and ap
proaching Damascus, suddenly about noon there shone round 

7 about me a great light from heaven; I and I fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why 

s dost thou persecute me?' And I answered, 'Who art thou, 
Lord?' And he said to me, 'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom 

9 thou art persecuting.' And my companions saw indeed the 
light, but they did not hear the voice of him who was 

10 speaking to me. I And I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And 
the Lord said to me, 'Get up and go into Damascus, and 
there thou shalt be told of all that thou art destined to do.' 

11 And as I could not see because of the dazzling light, my 
companions had to lead me by the hand, and so I reached 
Damascus. 

12 "Now one Ananias, an observer of the Law, respected by 
13 all the Jews who lived there, I came to me and, standing 

beside me, said to me, 'Brother Saul, regain thy sight.' And 
14 instantly I looked at him. And he said, 'The God of our 

fathers has appointed thee beforehand to learn his will and 
to see the Just One and to hear a voice from his mouth; 

15 I for thou shalt be his witness before all men of what thou 

22, 2: Hebrew: Aramaic. 
22, 3-21: For its parallel account see 9, 3-9 n. 
22, 3: Gamaliel: see 5, 34. Zealous for the Law: in Greek, 

"zealous for God." 
22, 4: Way: Christians and their manner of life. 
22, 9: Did 1101 hear the voice: see 9, 7 n for discrepancy. 
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16 hast seen and heard. I And now why dost thou delay? Get 
up and be baptized and wash away thy sins, calling on hill 
name.' 

17 "And it came to pass that, when I bad returned to Je-
rusalem and was praying in the temple, I was in an ecstasy 

1e I and saw him as he said to me, 'Make baste and go quickly 
out of Jerusalem, for they will not receive thy testimony con

IQ cerning me.' And I said, 'Lord, they themselves know that I 
used to imprison and beat in one synagogue after another 

20 those who believed in thee; I and when the blood of Stephen, 
thy witness, was shed, I was standing by and approved it, 
and took charge of the garments of those who killed him.' 

21 And he said to me, 'Go, for to the Gentiles far away I will 
send thee.'" 

2~ Paul's Citizenship Now, till be said this they were listen
ing to him, but tfien they lifted up their voice and shouted, 
"Away from the earth with such a one! for it is not right 

23 that he should live.'' And as they were shouting and throw-
24 ing off their garments and casting dust into the air, the tri

bune ordered him to be taken into the barracks and to be 
scourged and tortured that he might find out why they 
shouted so against him. 

n But when they had bound him with the straps, Paul said to 
the centurion who was standing by, "Is it legal for you to 

26 scourge a Roman, and that without a trial?" When the cen
turion heard this, he went to the tribune and reported, say· 
ing, "What art thou about to do? This mA.n is a Roman 

21 citizen.'' Then the tribune came and said to him, "Tell me, 
28 art thou a Roman?" And he said, "Yes." And the tribune 

answered, "I obtained this citizenship at a great price.'' And 
29 Paul said, "But I am a citizen by birth.'' At once therefore 

22, 16: Colling on his n""'e: see Mt 28, 9 n. 
22, 21-22: The Jewish mob bttaks out in violence probably because 

Paul says that God's message is also for the Gentiles . 
. 22, 23: Throu:ing off their 11,orments and costing d11st into the air: 

disorderly acts without any sigruficance. 
22, 2~: Paul appeals to the Lu Porci11 (which prohibited corporal 

{>Umshme~t of a Roman citizen in the provinces) and to the Lex 
/"Ir" (which guasanteed a Roman citizen the right to a fair trial). 

22, 27: The method of how one had to prove his Roman citizenship 
In the provinces of the empire is not known. 

2 2, 2A: It is not known how Paul's parents obtained Roman 
citizenship . 

. 22, 29: Information is scant about tbe privileges enjoyed by Roman 
Clt1Zens 10 the provinces. 
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those who had been going to torture him left him; and ti 
tribune himself was alarmed to find that Paul was a Roma 
citizen, and that he had bound him. 

30 The next day, as he wished to find out the real reaso 

23 

why he was accused by the Jews, he loosed him and o 
dered the priests and all the Sanhedrin to assemble; an 
taking Paul forth, he placed him in front of them. 

1 The Sanhedrin Then Paul, looking steadily at the Sar 
hedrin, said, "Brethren, I have conducted myself before Go 

2 with a perfectly good conscience up to this day." But th 
high priest Ananias ordered those who were standing h 

3 him to strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, "'Gn, 
will strike thee, thou whitewashed wall. Dost thou sit thcr 
to try me by the Law, and in violation of the Law order m 

4 to be struck?" But the bystanders said, "Dost thou insul 
' God's high priest?" And Paul said, "I did not know, brethren 

that he was the high priest; for it is written. 'Thou shalt nu 
speak evil of a ruler of thy people.' " 

6 Then Paul, knowing that part of them were Sadducee: 
and part of them Pharisees, cried out in the Sanhedrin 
"Brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees; it is ahou1 
the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.' 

7 And when he said that, there arose a dispute between thi 
Pharisees and the- Sadducees, and the multitude was divided 

8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and th.ii 
there are no angels or spirits, whereas the Pharisees believe in 

9 both. So there was a great uproar, and some of the Pharisees 
got up and began to insist, saying, "We find no evil in this 
man; what if a spirit has really spoken to him, or an angel'" 

10 And as the dispute was becoming violent, the tribune, fearing 
lest Paul should be torn to pieces by them, ordered the St>l
diers to come down and take him by force from among them 

22, 30: Puzzling to scholars is the legality of this convocation of 
the Sanhedrin by an ordinary Roman tribune. 

23, 2: A11a11i4J: he was named high priest about 47 A.D. Ananias 
probably ordered this blow because Paul pleaded innocent. 

23, 5: It is better to interpret that Paul's quotation (from Ex 22, 
27) had an ironic intent, rather than to claim that Paul suffered from 
poor eyesight. 

23, 6: The hope: of the Messia. 
23, 9: Some of the Pharisees: In Greek, "some of the Scribes of 

the party of the Pharisees." 
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11 and bring him into the barrackl. But on the following night 
the Lord stood by him and said, "Be steadfast; for just as 
thou hast borne witness to me in Jerusalem, bear witness in 
Rome also." 

12 A Conspiraey Now when day broke, some Jews assem· 
bled and' bound themselves under a curse, saying that they 

u would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. There 
14 were more than forty that had made this conspiracy; I and 

they went to the chief priests and the elders and said, "We 
have bound ourselves under a great curse to taste nothing 

n until we have killed Paul. Now therefore do you, with the 
Sanhedrin, suggest to the tribune that he bring him to you 
as though you mean to look into his case more carefully; 
but we are ready to kill him before he gets here." 

16 Now the son of Paul's sister heard of the ambush, and 
17 he came and entered the barracks and told Paul. Paul called 

one of the centurions to him and said, "Take this young man 
1e to the tribune, for he has something to report to him." So he 

took him and brought him to the tribune and said, "The 
prisoner Paul called me and asked me to bring this young man 

19 to thee, for he has something to say to thee." So the tribune 
took him by the hand, and going aside with him, asked him, 

20 "What is it that thou hast to tell me?" And he said, "The 
Jews have agreed to ask thee to bring Paul to the Sanhedrin 
tomorrow, on the plea that they intend to have a more 

21 thorough investigation made into his case. B'ut do not believe 
them; for more than forty of them are lying in wait for him, 
having bound themselves under a curse not to eat or drink 
until they have killed him; and they are now ready, only 
waiting for thy promise." 

22 To Coesareo The tribune therefore let the young man go, 
charging him not to divulge to anyone that he had given him 

n this information. Then he called two centurions and said to 
them, "Get ready by the third hour of the night two hun· 
dred soldiers to go as far as Caesarea, and seventy cavalry 

24 and two hundred spearmen; I and provide beasts to mount 
n Paul and take him in safety to Felix the governor." [For he 

was afraid that the Jews might seize him by force and kill 

23, 11: Two other apparitions of encouragement are described in 
18, 9 and 27, 24. 

23, 23: The third ho11r of the nixht: 9:00 P.M. 
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him, and he himself should afterwards be slandered, al 
though he intended to receive money.] 

26 And he wrote a letter in these terms: "Claudius Lysias tc 
27 His Excellency Felix the governor, greeting. Whereas thi~ 

man had been seized by the Jews and was on the point of 
being killed by them, I came on them with the troops and 

2e rescued him, having learnt that he was a Roman. And wish· 
ing to know what charge they had preferred against him, 

29 I took him down into their Sanhedrin. I found him accused 
about questions of their Law, but not of any crime deserving of 

30 death or imprisonment. And when I was told of an ambush 
which they had prepared for him, I sent him to thee, directing 
his accusers also to state the case before thee. Farewell." 

31 So the soldiers, in accordance with their instructions, tonk 
32 Paul and conducted him by night to Antipatris; I and the 

next day they returned to the barracks, leaving the cavalry lo 
H go on with him. When they reached Caesarea, they delivered 

the letter to the governor and also handed Paul over to him. 
34 On reading it he asked from what province he was; and 
n learning that he was from Cilicia, I "I will hear thee," he 

said, "when thy accusers have come." And he ordered him to 
be kept in Herod's palace. 

24 
1 The Accusation Now five days later the high priest Anan· 

ias came down with some of the elders and one Tertullus, 
an attorney; and they presented their case against Paul be-

2 fore the governor. When Paul had been summoned, Tertullus 
began to accuse him, saying: 

"Whereas we live in much peace through thee, and whereas 
3 many reforms are in progress by thy foresight, I we always 

and everywhere receive them, most excellent Felix, with all 
4 thankfulness. But not to detain thee too long, I entreat t!tee 
' to be kind enough to grant us a brief hearing. We have 

found this man a pest, and a promoter of seditions among 
all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the 

23, 31: AntipatriJ: about forty-two miles north of Jerusalem. 
Since an open plain stretched from there to Caesarea, the foot soldiers 
returned. 

23, 35: Herod'1 palace: the residence of the governor. The 
erection of this royal palace and of an adjoining prison was part of the 
twelve-year rebuilding program of Caesarea by Herod the Great. 

24, I: Anania1: see 23, 2. Ter111//111: otherwise unknown. It is m•t 
clear whether he was a Roman or a Jew. 
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6 sedition of the Nazarene sect. He even tried to desecrate the 
temple, but we caught him [and wished to judge him ac· 

7 cording to our Law. But Lysias, the tribune, came upon us 
and with great violence took him away out of our hands, I 

s ordering his accusers to come to thee}. By examining him thy· 
self, thou wilt be able to discover all these things we charge 

9 him with." And the Jews also supported the charge, saying 
that this was so. 

10 The Defense Then when the governor nodded to him to 
speak, Paul answered, "As I know that for many years thou 
hast been a judge for this nation, I shall answer for myself 

11 with good courage. For thou canst take as certain that it is 
not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in 

12 Jerusalem; I and neither in the temple did they find me dis
puting with anyone or creating a disturbance among the peo· 

B pie, nor in the synagogues, I nor about the city; neither can 
they prove to thee the charges that they now make against 

14 me. But this I admit to thee, that according to the Way, which 
they call a sect, so I serve the God of my fathers; believing 

1' all things that are written in the Law and the Prophets, I hav
ing a hope in God which these men themselves also look for, 
that there is to be a resurrection of the just and unjust; I 

16 and in this I too strive always to have a clear conscience 
before God and before men. 

17 "Now after several years I came to bring alms to my na-
1e tion and to offer sacrifice and fulfill vows; ~ in which they 

found me engaged in the temple, after having been purified, 
19 with no crowd or disturbance at all. But there were some 

Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to have been 
here before thee and to have presented their charges, if they 

JO had any, against me; I or else let these men themselves say 
what they found wrong in me when I stood before the Sao

ll hedrin, I unless it be for the one thing I shouted out as I 
stood among them, "It is about the resurrection of the dead 
that I am being judged by you this day.'" 

24, 6: Tried lo desemlle the temple: see 21, 28. 
24, 14: Sect: a reference to "Na.zarene sect" (v. 5). 
24, I~: A hope: of the resurrection. 
24, 16: In 1hiI: hope of the resurrection. 
24, 17: To offer 1acrifice: a probable reference to 18, 18. And 

fll/fil/ vowJ: not in the Greek. 
24, 19: Some ]ew1 from the prot1inre of AJia: a reference to 21, 27. 
24, 21: A reference to 23, 6. 
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22 The Prisoner Felix, however, having precise informatic 
about the Way, adjourned the trial, saying, "When Lysi: 

23 the tribune comes down, I will decide your case." And he i1 
structed the centurion to keep Paul in custody but to allo 
him some liberty, and not to prevent any of his friends froi 
looking after him. 

24 Now some days later, Felix came with his wife Drusill 
who was a Jewess, and sent for Paul and heard what he h;1 

25 to say about the faith in Christ Jesus. But as he talked ' 
justice and chastity and the judgment to come, Felix h• 
came alarmed and answered, "For the present go thy wai 

26 but when I get an opportunity, I will send for thee." At th 

same time he was hoping that money would be given him b 
Paul, and for this reason he would send for him often an 

27 talk with him. But after two years Felix was succeeded h 

25 

Porcius Festus; and as he wanted to ingratiate himself wit 
the Jews, Felix left Paul in prison. 

1 Festus Festus accordingly entered his province, and thre 
2 days afterwards he went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem. Arn 

the chief priests and Jewish leaders presented their charge 
3 against Paul, and begged him, I asking it as a favor agains 

Paul, that he would have him fetched to Jerusalem. Mean 
4 while they were laying an ambush to kill him on the way. Bu 

Festus answered that Paul was being kept in custody a 
Caesarea and that he himself would be going there shortly 

' "Let, therefore, your influential men go down with me," h< 
said, "and if there is anything wrong with the man, let then 
present charges against him." 

6 After staying among them not more than eight or ter 
days, he went down to Caesarea, and the next day he tool 

7 his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul brought in. Ant 
when he was fetched, the Jews who had come down fnm 
Jerusalem surrounded him and brought many serious charge~ 

8 against him, which they were unable to prove. Paul said ir 
his own defense, "Neither against the Law of the Jews no1 
against the temple nor against Caesar have I committed ani 

24, 24: DruJil/a: daughter of Herod Agrippa I and sister oJ 
Herod Agrippa II and Bernice. ' 

24, 27: Felix left office in 60 A.D. Festus succeeded him and rulec 
until the year 62. 

25, 8: Agaimt the temple: see 21, 28. 
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9 offense." But Festus, wishiDg to do the Jews a favor, an· 
swered Paul and said, "Art thou willing to go up to Jeru· 
salem and be tried there before me on these charges?" 

10 But Paul said, "I am standing at the tribunal of Caesar; 
there I ought to be tried. To Jews I have done no wrong. 

II as thou thyself very well koowest. For if I have done any 
wrong or committed a crime deserving of death, I do not 
refuse to die. But if there is no ground to their charges 
against me, no one can give me up to them; I appeal to 

12 Caesar." Then Festus, after conferring with the council, an· 
swered, "Thou hast appealed to Caesar; to Caesar thou shalt 
go." 

1' Agrippa And after an interval of some days, King Agrippa 
and tlernice came to Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus. 

14 And as they were staying there several days, Festus laid Paul's 
case before the king, saying, "There is a certain man left a 

u prisoner by Felix, j and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief 
priests and elders of the Jews presented their case against 

16 him, and asked for his conviction. But I told them that Ro
mans are not accustomed to give any man up before the ac· 
cused has met his accusers face to face and has been given a 

17 chance to defend himself against the charges. Therefore, when 
they had assembled here, I lost no time, but on the following 
day took my seat on the tribunal and ordered the man to be 

n, 9: Festus wished to please the Jews who .wanted Paul tried 
by the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem ( v. 3). Since Paul was a Roman citizen, 
Festus could not force him to appear before the Sanhedrin and, there
fore, he offered Paul personal surveillance over the trial ("before me"). 

25, 10·12: Paul must have suspected that he would be in serious 
danger if he appeared before the Sanhedrin of Jerusalem, and he 
must have also suspected that Festus would tum against him. 
l'cstus probably planned to allow the Sanhedrin of Jerusalem to find 
Pnul guilty and (since Festus could not legally presiae over the trial) 
decide the final verdict against Paul, yet proclaim his own official 
vcrJict against Paul on political insurrectionist charges. Paul knew 
that his condemnation by the Sanhedrin would place him in an 
unfavorable position before Festus. Therefore, as a Roman citizen, 
the apostle chose the last court of appeal, the emperor. The very 
fact that Festus permitted this (v. 12) proved that Paul was still 
heing tried on '"political" charges, that is, for having caused rioting 
··among the Jews throughout the world" (Acts 24, 5) and because of 
the temple incident (see 21, 28-30 n). 

25, 13: A!(rippa: Herod Agrippa II, son of Herod mentioned in 
12 .. I and hr.other of Bernice. Bernice's husband was the nephew of 
Philo the philosopher. After 70 A.D. she became the mistress of the 
emperor Titus. 

25, 15-16: These verses explain v. 3 , 
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1e brought in. But when his accusers got up, they did not chaq 
19 him with any of the crimes that I had expected. But th< 

had against him certain questions about their own religio 
and about a certain Jesus, who had died, but who Paul a 

20 firmed was alive. Being at a loss as to how to investigate sue 
matters, I asked him if he was willing to go to Jerusalem an 

21 be tried on these charges there. But when Paul entered an aJ 
peal to have his case reserved for the decision of Augustu 
I ordered him kept in custody till I could send him to Caesar. 

22 And Agrippa said to Festus, "I myself also could ha' 
wished to hear the man." "Tomorrow," said he, "thou sha 
hear him." 

23 So the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with grei 
pomp and entered the audience hall with the tribunes an 
principal men of the city, and by order of Festus Paul wa 

24 brought in. And Festus said, "King Agrippa and all men hct 
present with us, you see this man about whom the who! 
multitude of the Jews pleaded with me at Jerusalem an• 
here, insisting and crying out that he ought not to live an 

2' longer. But I, for my part, found that he had done nothin1 

deserving of death. But as he himself made the appeal, 
26 decided to send him to Augustus. Still I have nothing delinit 

to write to my lord about him. So I have brought hin 
forth before you, and especially before thee, King Agrippa 
that after an examination of him has been made I ma' 

21 have something to put in writing. For it seems to me u~ 
reasonable to send a prisoner without stating the charge: 
against him." 

26 
1 Paul's Discourse Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Thou ~r 

permitted to speak for thyself." Then Paul stretched fo1 tt 
his hand, and began his defense. 

2 "I think myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that I am tc 
defend myself today before thee against all the accusation: 

3 of the Jews, I especially as thou art well acquainted with al 
the Jewish customs and controversies; I beg thee therefore t< 
listen to me with patience. 

4 ''My life, then, from my youth up, the early part of whid 

2 5, 20: Festus describes the case in a light favorable to himself 
However, according to v. 9, his reason for sending Paul to Jerusalcrt 
was "to do the Jews a favor."" 

25, 24/f: This seems more like a semiofficial inquiry than 1 
formal trial. 
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was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem, all the 
' Jews know; I for they have long known me, if only they 

are willing to give evidence, that according to the strictest sect 
6 of our religion I lived a Pharisee. And now for the hope in 

the promise made by God to our fathers I am standing trial; 
7 I to which promise our twelve tribes hope to attain as they 

worship night and day; and it is about this hope, 0 king, 
e that I am accused by the Jews. Why is it deemed incredible 

with you if God does raise the dead? 
9 "And I then thought it my duty to do many things con-

10 trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this I did in 
Jerusalem; and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having 
received authority from the chief priests to do so; and when 

11 they were put to death, I cast my vote against them; I and 
oftentimes in all the synagogues I punished them and tried to 
force them to blaspheme; and in my extreme rage against 
them I even pursued them to foreign cities. 

12 "But while I was journeying on this business to Damas
B cus with authority and permission from the chief priests, I at 

midday, 0 king, I saw on the way a light from heaven 
hrighter than the sunshine round about me and my com-

14 panions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying 
to me in Hebrew, 'Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? 

15 It is hard for thee to kick against the goad.' I And I said, 
"Who art thou, Lord?' And the Lord said, 'I am Jesus, whom 

16 thou art persecuting. But rise and stand upon thy feet; for 
I have appeared to thee for this purpose, to appoint thee to 
he a minister and a witness to what thou hast seen, and to 

17 the visions thou shalt have of me; I delivering thee from the 
people and from the nations, to whom I am now sending 

lB thee, I to open their eyes that they may turn from darkness 
to light and from the dominion of Satan to God; that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those sanctified by faith in me.' 

19 ""Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the 
zo heavenly vision; I but first to the people of Damascus and 

Jerusalem, and then all over Judea and to the Gentiles, I set 

26, 6: The hope: for the Messia. 
26, 7: Twelt•e 1ribes: the only use of this phrase in the New 

Testament. 
21,, 9·20: See 9, 3·9 n for the parallel accounts. 
26, 14: It iJ hard for them to kick ai:ainsl the i:oad: a Greek prov

erh, which means that resistance is futile. A similar saying is found 
in Eunpides' Bacchae, 794-5. 

26, 16: On the discrepancies see 9, 15-16 n. 
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about declaring that they should repent and turn to Go. 
21 doing works befitting their repentance. This is why the )e\I 
22 seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. But aided to th 

day by the help of God, I stand here to testify to both big 
and low, saying nothing beyond what the Prophets and Mose 

23 said would come to pass: I that the Christ was to suffer, th: 
he first by his resurrection from the dead was to prodai1 
light to the people and to the Gentiles." 

24 The Result While he was saying this in his defense, Festu 
said with a loud voice, "Paul, thou art mad; thy great learn 

25 ing is driving thee to madness." "I am not mad, excellen 
26 Festus," said Paul, "but I speak words of sober truth. I Fo 

the king knows about these things and to him also I speal 
without hesitation. For I am sure that none of these thing 

27 escaped him; for none of them happened in a corner. Dosi 
thou believe the prophets, King Agrippa? I know that thot 

2e dost." But Agrippa said to Paul, "In a short while thou 
29 wouldst persuade me to become a Christian." And Paul 

answered, "I would to God that, whether it be long or short, 
not only thou but also all who hear me today might become 

30 such as I ai:n, except for these chains." Then the king arose 
and the governor and Bernice, and those who had sat with 

31 them; I and after withdrawing they kept talking the matter 
over together, saying, "This man has done nothing to deserve 

32 death or imprisonment." And Agrippa said to Festus, "This 
man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appeaie<l 
to Caesar." 

V. IMPRISONMENT IN ROME 

27 
1 Departure for Rome Now when it was decided that he 

should sail for Italy, and that Paul, with the other prisoners. 
should be turned over to a centurion named Julius, of the 

2 Augustan cohort, I we went on board a ship of Adrumy· 
thium which was bound for the ports of the province of Asia, 

26, 32: Throughout Acts, Luke makes Paul innocent in the eyes 
of the Roman officials. He prodauns Paul innocent at least six times. 
However, see 25, 10-12 n. 

27-28: This passage has been called one of the best sea tales 
from antiquity (without impugning its historicity). 

27, 1-28, 16: A "we" passage (see Introduction to Acts). 
27, 1: He should sail: in Greek, "we should sail."' 
27, 2: Ari11archu1: he is mentioned in 20, 4. 
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and set sail; Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonico 
being one of our party. 

3 The next day we reached Sidon and Julius treated Pat 
kindly, allowing him to go to his friends and receive atter 

4 tion. And putting to sea from there, we passed under th 
' lee of Cyprus, as the winds were against us, I and sailing ovc 

the sea that lies off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we reached Myr 
6 in Lycia. There the centurion found a ship of Alexandri, 

bound for Italy and put us on board her. 
7 For many days we made slow progress and had difficult• 

in arriving off Cnidus. Then as the wind kept us from goini 
e on, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone, I and coast 

ing along it with di.fliculty we came to a place called Fai1 
Havens, near the town of Thalassa. 

9 But as much time had been spent and navigation was now 
unsafe, for the Fast was already over, Paul began to admon· 

10 ish them, I saying to them, "Men, I see that this voyage 
is threatening to bring disaster and heavy loss, not only to tli( 

11 cargo and the ship, but to our lives also." But the centurion 
gave more heed to the pilot and the captain than to what 

12 Paul had to say; I and as the harbor was unsuitable fm 
wintering in. the majority favored sailing from there to try 
whether they could get to Phoenis, a harbor in Crete facing 

13 southwest and northwest, to winter there. So when a light 
south wind sprang up, thinking they had secured their oh· 
ject, they weighed anchor and ran close along the coast of 
Crete. 

14 A Storm But not long afterwards a violent wind calleJ 
n Euroaquilo burst against it; I and when the ship was caught 

in it and could not face the wind, we gave way and were 
16 driven along. We ran under the lee of a small island calleJ 

Cauda, where we managed with difficulty to secure the boat; 
17 I after hoisting it on board, they used supports to undergird 

the ship, and as they were afraid of being driven on the 
Syrtis quicksands, they lowered the mainsail and so were 

le driven along. As we were being tossed about by the violen(e 
of the storm, the next day they threw some of the cargo over· 

19 board; and on the third day with their own hands they 
20 threw the ship's gear overboard. As neither sun nor stars 

2~, 9.: The Fasl:. of the Day of Atonement, about September 15. 
Nav1gal:Ion was considered dangerous after this date. 

27, 14: Euroaguilo: a "northeaster." 
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were visible for many days and no small storm was raging. 
all hope of our being saved was in consequence given up. 

11 Then, when they had eaten nothing for a long time, Paul 
got up in the midst of them and said, "Men, you should in
deed have listened to me and not have sailed from Crete, thus 

22 sparing yourselves this disaster and loss. And now I beg you 
to be of good cheer, for there will be no loss of life among 

" you, but only of the ship. For last night an angel of the God 
24 I belong to and serve, stood by me, I saying, 'Do not be 

afraid, Paul; thou must stand before Caesar; and behold, 
2l God has granted thee all who are sailing with thee.' So, men, 

be of good cheer; for I have faith in God that it will be as 
26 it has been told me. But we are to reach a certain island." 

27 Shipwreck It was the fourteenth night, and we were sail
ing in the Adria, when about midnight the sailors began to 

28 suspect that they were drawing near to some land. On taking 
soundings, they found twenty fathoms, and a little further 

29 on they found fifteen; I then fearing that we might go on 
the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and 

10 longed for daylight. But as the sailors were trying to escape 
from the ship and had lowered the boat into the sea, pre
tending that they were going to cast anchors from the bow, I 

!I Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, "Unless these 
12 men remain in the ship, you cannot be saved." Then the 

soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat and let her drift off. 
13 And when it began to grow light, Paul begged them all 

to take food, saying, "This is the fourteenth day that you 
have been constantly on the watch and fasting, without tak-

14 ing anything to eat. So I beg you to take some food for your 
safety; for not a hair from the head of any one of you shall 

'' perish." With these words he took bread and gave thanks to 
16 God before them all and broke it and began to eat. Then all 
17 became more cheerful and took food themselves. Now, we 
18 were in all two hundred and seventy-six souls on board. And 

after eating their fill, they proceeded to lighten the ship by 
throwing the wheat into the sea. 

27, 24: See 23, 11 n. 
27, 28: Twenty fathoms: 120 feet. Fifteen (fathoms): ninety feet. 
27, H: The fourteen days of fasting must not be taken literally. 
27. \~: Smrc there were three Christians on board (v. 2) and 273 

non-Christians (v. 37), Paul"s giving thanks to God (after the 
break111g of the bread) was not a thanksgiving after the celebration of 
the Holy Eucharist but more probably a Jewish thanksgiving said at 
meals (see 2, 42 n). 
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39 When day broke they could not make out the land; but th' 
noticed a bay with a beach, and they proposed to run th 

4o ship ashore there if they could. So they slipped the ancho1 
and committed themselves to the sea, at the same time ur. 
lashing the fastenings of the rudders; and hoisting the fore 

41 sail to the breeze, they made for the beach. But we struc 
a place open to two seas, and they ran the ship aground. Th 
prow stuck fast and remained immovable, but the stem be 

42 gan to break up under the violence of the sea. Now th 
soldiers planned to kill the prisoners lest any of them shoul1 

43 swim ashore and escape, I but the centurion, wishing to sav, 
Paul, put a stop to their plan. He ordered those who coulc 

44 swim to jump overboard first and get to land, I and the~ 
brought the rest in, some on planks and others on variou~ 
pieces from the ship. And so it came to pass that all go1 
safe! y to land. 

28 
t Malta After our escape we learned that the island was 
2 called Malta. And the natives showed us no little kindness, 

for they kindled a fire and refreshed us all because of the 
3 rain that had set in, and the cold. Now Paul gathered a 

bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, when a viper 
came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand. 

4 When the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, 
they said to one another, "Surely this man is a murderer, for 
though he has escaped the sea, Justice does not let him live." 

5 But he shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no 
6 harm. Now they were expecting that he would swell up 

and suddenly fall down and die; but after waiting a long 
time and seeing no harm come to him, they changed their 
minds and said that he was a god. 

7 Now in the vicinity there were estates belonging to the 
head man of the island, whose name was Publius, and he 
received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 

B And it happened that the father of Publius was laid up with 
fever and dysentery; but Paul went in, and. after praying and 

9 laying his hands on him, he healed him. After this all the 

27, 40: The Greek reads, "So they slipped the anchors and left 
them in the sea." 

. 28, 2 Narives: in Greek, "'foreigners," which means people who 
did not peak Greek. The Maltese spoke a Phoenician dialect. 

28, 4 /rurice: the Maltese speak here of justice as a goddess. 
28, 8 LAying his hands: the Old Testament gesture in healing the 
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10 sick on the island came and were cured; I and they honored us 
with many marka of honor, and when we sailed, they pro
vided us with such things as we needed. 

11 To Rome We set sail after three months in an Alexandrian 
ship with the Twins on her figurehead, which had wintered 

12 at the island. We put in at Syracuse, and stayed there three 
O days. Then, following the coast, we reached Rhegium; and 

one day later a south wind sprang up, and on the second 
14 day we arrived at Puteoli, I where we found brethren and 

were entreated to stay with them seven days; and so we 
1' came to Rome. And the brethren there, having had news of 

us, came as far as the Market of Appius and the Three 
Taverns; and when Paul saw them, he gave thanks to God 

16 and took courage. On our arrival at Rome, Paul was given 
permission to live by himself with a soldier to guard him. 

17 At Rome Three days later he called together the leading 
Jews, and when they had assembled he said to them, "Breth
ren, although I have done nothing against the people or 
against the customs of our fathers, yet I was handed over to 

18 the Romans as a prisoner from Jerusalem. After an examina
tion they were ready to release me, since I was innocent of 

19 any crime that deserved death; I but as the Jews '?bjected, 
I was forced to appeal to Caesar-not that I had any charge 
to bring against my nation. This, then, is why I asked to 

20 see you and speak with you. For it is because of the hope 
21 oi Israel that I am wearing this chain.'" But they said to 

him. "We ourselves have received no letters about thee from 
Judea, and none of the brethren, upon arrival, has reported 

22 or spoken any evil of thee. But we want to hear from thee 
what thy views are; for as regards this sect, we know that 
everywhere it is spoken against." 

2~ So they fixed a day, and very many came to him at his 
lodging; and to them he explained the matter, bearing wit-

sick ( 9, 12 and 17) was also used for the bestowal of tasks ( 6,6), 
for communicating the Holy Spirit (8, 16-17; 19, 6), and for 
dispatching missionaries ( 13, 3). 

28, 11 : The images of Castor and Pollux, the patrons of sailors, 
were on the ship's prow. The "Twins" were popularly honored in 
Egypt as gods. 

28, n: The Market of Appius: forty miles from Rome. Three 
Taverns: thirty miles from Rome. 

28, 20: The hope of Israel: of the resurrection realized in Christ, 
as in 23, 6 and 26, 6 and 8. 
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ness to the kingdom of God and trying from morning till 
evening to convince them concerning Jesus from the Law 

24 of Moses and from the Prophets. And some believed what 
2) was said; and some disbelieved; I and as they could not 

agree among themselves, they began to depart, when Paul 
added this one word: 'Well did the Holy Spirit speak 

26 through Isaias the prophet to our fathers, saying, 'Go to thii 
people and say: With the ear you will hear and will not 
understand; and seeing you will see and will not perceive. 

27 For the heart of this people has been hardened, and with 
their ears they have been hard of hearing, and their eyes 
they have dosed; lest perhaps they see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and 
be converted, and I heal them.' 

28 "Be it known to you therefore that this salvation of God 
has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen to it." 

29 [When he had said this, the Jews departed, having much ar· 
gument among themselves.] 

30 And for two full years he remained in his own hired lodg· 
31 ing; and he welcomed all who came to him, I preaching the 

kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all boldness and unhindered. Amen. 

28, 26: See Mt 13, 10-15 n. 



ST. PAUL AND HIS EPISTLES 

About the time when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, St. Paul was 
born in Tarsus (Acts 22, 3), the seaport city on the Cydnus river, 
twelve miles inland from the Mediterranean. Traders from Meso
rnramia sailed from Tarsus to their various destinations. Tarsus was 
not only a cosmopolitan center, it was also a university city that 
competed with Athens and Alexandria. One of the more famous 
Tarsian Stoic philosophers was Athenodorus whose thoughts were 
quoted by Cicero and Seneca. 

Paul was born of Jewish parents. Saul (which means "desired") 
waa his Hebrew name; Saulos ("waddler") his Greek name; Paulus 
("small") his Latin name. He was reared according to a strict 
Jewish way of life (Phil 3, 4-6). As a Jew of Hellenistic extraction 
lie spoke Greek and Aramaic; his knowledge of Greek philosophy, 
literature, and culture was superficial. The young Pharisee came to 
Jerusalem after the death of Christ. It is speculated that Paul's whole 
family moved lo Jerusalem after his sister married and came to live 
there (Acts 23, 16). Paul studied under the famous teacher Gamaliel. 
The general assumption that Paul came from a wealthy family is 
compatible with his trade as a tent maker (Acts 18, 3) since lawyers 
•nd rabbis did not accept money for tutoring or for giving advice on 
the Law. 

There is no reliable information about Paul's physical appearance in 
any authoritative writings. Nothing certain may be deduced concerning 
his stature from the mere fact that Paulus means "small," and from 
his having been lowered down the wall in a basket (2 Cor 11, 33). 
The description given by his enemies, "his bodily al'pearance is weak" 
(2 Cor 10, 10), is not very helpful either. However, from pictorial 
art (in the catacombs, for instance), which is a bit more reliable than 
•rocryphal writings on the apostle, there emerges a type. Paul is 
depicted as long.necked, with a thin face accentuated by a pointed 
black beatd, and al.most bald. 

PAUL'S WRITINGS 

To classify Paul's writings with precision is difficult. They cannot 
be called letters, apart from his message to Philemon, because they are 
not personal enough. To classify them as epistles in the technical sense 
is inexo.ct because they are not written in a formal style and not 
<lirected to the public in genel'a.l. Hence, some specialists prefer to 
describe them as "open letters" or "moral treatises in epistolary form" 
like the letters of Seneca. 

Paul seems to have followed the three methods common to the 
writing of letters in his day. One method was dictation to a profes
sional scribe since papyrus was coarse and the process of writing slow. 
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It is probable that at intervals of weeks and months more than 01 

scribe was employed. These intervals may explain in part the shil 
in mood and style noticeable in the apostle's writings. A final greetin 
added in his own hand, was the equivalent of our signature. Th 
signature is found in three letters (1 Cor 16, 21; Col 4, 18; 2 Th 
3, 17). The second customary way was to personally write the ent i 
letter. Most scholars deduce from Phlm 1, 19 that the only Paulir 
example of this method is his writing to Philemon. A third method • 
Greco-Roman letter writing was to entrust it to a secretary who w; 

furnished with ideas, orally or in a written outline, but the sty 
and vocabulary would then belong to the secretary more than to t~ 
sender of the letter. This type of writing may have been used f, 
Ephesians and for the pastoral epistles (1, 2 Tm; Ti). 

The apostle's writings followed a uniform pattern. First there wi 
a superscription that comprised his name, his title ('"apostle"). th 
name of the recipient(s), and a greeting. Then there was an "' 
of thanksgiving, which introduced the subject matter. This wa 
followed by the body of the subject matter. In conclusion, the lina 
greeting. 

Some general characteristics of Paul's style are its conversationa 
tone, its impetuosity, exuberance, and unwieldy sentences. (If it h1 
true that "the style is the man," a precious insight into the apostlr", 
character is here afforded.) Some special characteristics are the 
following: 1. Paul's question-and-answer dialogues between himself anc 
a fictitious opponent. (Specialists dispute whether this literary devi..:1 
is due to the Stoic diatribe method or to the rabbinic method.) 2 
Paul's disturbing manner of sentence structure. He begins a sentenn 
and breaks off suddenly. (See Gal 2, vv. 4 and 6; Rom 5, 12-1\) 
3. Paul's imagery, which comes from the Old Testament, from <il) 
life and sometimes from the world of sports. His vocabulary is rich anJ 
varied. Of 2,478 words he used, 816 are not in other books of the 
New Testament. He employs many conjunctions, particles, neologisms, 
Aramaic expressions, and synonyms. 

The best epitome of the apostle's style is found in the frequently 
quoted words of Moellendorff: "Paul"s Greek has nothing to do with 
any school or with any model, but streams awkwardly with pre
cipitous bubbling right out of the heart; but it is real Greek." 

MYTHS 

Several myths have been woven about Paul and his life, which 
should be disposed of. The first myth is that he borrowed many ideas 
and words from the Stoic philosophers. Studies within the last fifty 
years have made abundantly clear that these "borrowings" were nut 
thoughts peculiar to the Stoic philosophers but were common to other 
Greek and even Jewish writers. Moreover, Paul"s favorite source was 
the Greek (Sep.) Bible, not the Hebrew Bible. His use of this source 
led to a second myth, this one spun about Paul's method of int<"!· 
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pretins the Old Testament The apostle's method was that of an 
irupired reli,gioua seruua. It was not the method of any particular 
achoo[ of his day in Palestine or outside of Palestine. Although it has 
often been stressed that Paul learned hiJ "rabbinic" method at the feet 
of Gamaliel in Jerusalem (Acts 22, 3), it is now admitted that he 
learned the rabbinic method only superficially. His interpretations of 
the Old Testament never bear the stamp of any school other than his 
nwn. Besides, the Palestinian rabbis of his day were not allegorists but 
llleralists. Hence, the allegorical interpretation of Agar and of Mount 
Sinai (Gal 4, 21-31) should not be ascribed to Paul"s "rabbinic" 
schooling. A third myth is that Paul had a synthetic grasp of biblical 
theology. His writings have been said to be only occasional expressions 
of this synthetic knowledge. The apostle most probably was not 
endowed with synthetic knowledge. It is more accurate to think of 
him as a poet-missionary rather than as a Jewish Aquinas. There is a 
fourth myth, which would have it that Paul repudiated his Jewish 
ba<kground to become a Christian and put himseU in absolute 
opposition to Judaism. This was not so at all. In his mind, he and 
any of his fellow Christians were the only authentic Jews. The 
Church, according to Paul, was the new and true Israel that God had 
always intended to evolve from ancient Israel (Rom 9-11). A 
filth myth has maintained that Paul was always unjustly persecuted by 
the Jews. Wherever the apostle went he seemed lo have caused a riot 
or a revival. As to his causing these riots, was it always the Jews who 
were completely in the wrong? Or could it be that the impetuous 
Paul antagonized the Jews by ex pectin& to make too many converts too 
soon? 

Tilll BODY OP CHRJST 

One of the theological ideas penneating Pauline literature, and 
the one that has been interpreted differently in recent years, is the 
idea of the body of Christ. The long-standing opinion states: what 
Paul meant by the "body of Christ" is a collectivity of Christians 
united with Christ in a supernatural society. In recent years, how
ever, scholars have shown that nowhere does Paul use the term 
'"Christ" or the expression "the body of Christ" to mean a moral 
,,,,;1y that would embrace both, Christ personally and the body of the 
faithful who are united with him. The apostle always speaks of 
Christ as an individual Being. With "body (10ma) of Christ" 
Paul always means the real, the historical resurrected (body of) Christ, 
the livins body-person who reigns in heaven. It is Christ's physical 
body to which Christians are closely joined. His body, being a 
spiritual and life-giving body ( 1 Cor 1,, 4'), transmits life to us. 
These scholars claim that "soma" in Greek never denotes a social 
group but always a real physical body. For example, in the well
known description of all the charisms that come from the one 
Spirit ( 1 Cor 12, 1-11), Paul does not stress the diversity of 
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members, but their unity. ''For in one Spirit we were all bapti2 
into one body .•. we were all given to drink of one Spirit ( 1 C 
12, 13). Again, when Paul describes the interdependence of the pa 
of the human body (1 Cor 12, 17-26), he intends to show how clc 
the "'soma"-body-person of the Christians-is to the "'soma"-bo< 
person of Christ-and not that Christians and Christ are united in 
social collectivity. 

To Paul, the union between Christ and the Christians is a dynan 
union charged with power principally in baptism (Rom 6, 3-11; ( 
4, 27f) and in the Eucharist ( 1 Cor 10, 16f; 11, 24-30). Tl 
newer interpretation emphasizes the realism of the union betwe 
the individual Christian and Christ. It thereby contributes a cl< 
insight into the nature of the bond that joins Christians to o 
another. 



THE 

EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE 

ROMANS 

INTRODUCTION 

St. Paul wrote the Epistle to the Romans at Corinth in 58 A.D. 
There is hardly anyone who doubts his authorship. 

Defore his visit to the Christians in the Eternal City, the apostle 
took the opportunity to explain calmly and extensively some problems 
on which he had been reflecting for a long time. Among these prob
lems were: justification; salvation through faith in Christ (these two 
problems he had only a short while earlier elaborated on in his Epistle 
to the Galatians); the precise purpose of the Mosaic Law; the true no
tion of Christian liberty; the role of the unbelieving Jews; and specific 
moral matters. However, in spite of his uncommonly orderly treatment 
of these subjects, Paul never intended to write a synthesis of the Chris
IJan religion. 

Little is known about the conditions of the Christian community in 
Rome, and just as little about the introduction of the Christian re
ligion in Rome and about the foundation of the Roman church. 
Deeper probing scholars do not take seriously the lesser known "tradi
tion" that Barnabas first preached the Gospel in Rorue, nor the more 
widely known "tradition" that St. Peter introduced the Gospel there 
in 42 A.O. 

The assumption that the Roman Jews who returned after Pentecost 
in 30 or 33 A.D. to introduce Christianity in Rome, and a remark in 
the Life of Claudiu1 by Suetonius, arc the only two indications of 
when the Christian religion was introduced in Rome. According to 
this Roman historian, the emperor (Claudius) had expelled the Jews 
from Rome in 49 A.D. (sec Acts 18, 2 n) because of their riots ""at 
the instigation of Chrestus." (An erroneous spelling of Christus
Christ.) It seems, however, that Aquila and his wife, Priscilla, were 
Christians before the edict of Claudius forced them to leave Rome. 
Hence, the Christian religion had been introduced in the capital of 
the empire at least before 49 A.D. When Paul wrote his letter to 
the Romaus, the city had had a Christian community for a long time 
(Rom l, H). 

It is disputed whether the Christians at Rome were mostly Jewish 
or Gentile Christians. At the time of Herod's persecution, which began 
in 64, the Roman historian Tacitus spoke of the Christians as a 
"great multitude." 

The unity of the Epistle to the Romans is questioned only by way of 
conjecture relative to chs. 15-16 (see 15, 1-33 n; 16, 3-16 n). 
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Main divisions of the dogmatic part of this epistle according 
themes: 

I. The Juuice of God, 1--4 
A. This theme is developed through the opposite theme c 

the anger of God revealed through the universality < 
sin, 1, 17 
1. The anger of God against the pagans, 1, 18-32. 
2. The anger of God against the Jews, 2, 1-3, 20 
3. The justice of God, announced in 1, 17, is itseU d 
veloped, 3, 21-31 
4. The scriptural proof of God's justice, 4, 1-25 

II. The Love of God, 5-11 
A. This theme is announced, 5, 1-11 
B. The love of God saves men from: 

1. Original sin, 5, 12-21 } The theme of God's love 
2. Death, 6, 1-23 developed through thr< 
3. The Mosaic Law, 7, 1-25 opposing themes. 

C. The theme announced in 5, 1-11 is developed. (After ti 
obstacles of sin, death, and the Mosaic Law have be< 
overcome, the love of God is the foundation of salv: 
tion), 8, 1-39 

D. Scriptural proofs of God's love expressed in Israel's Jin: 
redemption, 9-11 

Main divisions of the epistle according to the Confraternity < 
Christian Doctrine translation are: 

1. Introduction, 1, 1-17 

Doctrinal 
The Gospel, the power of God for the salvation of 

all who believe 
2. Humanity without Christ, 1, 18-3, 20 
3. Salvation through faith in Christ, 3, 21--4, 25 
4. The superabundance of this justification, 5, 1-21 
5. Justification and the Christian life, 6-8 
6. The problem of the rejection of Israel, 9--11 

Moral 
7. The duties of Christians, 12, 1-15, 13 
8. Conclusion, 15, 14--16, 27 



INTRODUCTION 

1 
t Greeting Paul, the servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an 
2 apostle, set apart for the gospel of God: I which he h_ad 

promised beforehand through his prophets tn th~ holy Scr_1p
~ tures, I concerning his Son who was born to him according 
• to the flesh of the offspring of David; I who was foreor

dained Son of God by an act of power in keeping with the 
holiness of his spirit, by resurrection from the dead, Jesus 

~ Christ our Lord, I through whom we have received the 
grace of apostleship to bring about obedience to faith among 

6 all the nations for his name's sake; among whom a.re you 
7 also callee! to be Jesus Christ's-to all God's beloved who are 

in Rome, called to be saints: grace be to you and peace from 
God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

e Commendation and Desire to Visit Them First I give 
thanks to my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, be-

9 cause your faith is proclaimed all over the world. For God is 
my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of his 

1, 1-7: Paul's greeting is more extensive here than in his other 
letters. 

1, 1: Paul presents his credentials that qualify him to address the 
Romans. Paul: all the Pauline letters begin with the apostle's name. 
Servan I: the word in Greek means slave. Unlike the Jews, the Greeks 
diJ not think of themselves as slaves, not even as slaves of God. 

I, 2: Sel aparl for lhe gospel: appointed to preach the gospel. 
Promised ... prophels: Paul stresses the early Christian teaching 
that Christ's saving acts were predicted by the prophets. 

1, 3·4: According lo 1he flesh ... his 1piri1: some scholars sug
gest that this passage is a fragmentary formula of an ancient Chris
tian creed. 

1, 3: f/iJ Son: Paul identifies the Son at the end of v. 4: "Jesus 
Christ our Lord." The fle1h: the word "sarx" used in Greek does not 
here mean body as opposed to the soul, but human nature as in Jn 1, 
14, the Word was made flesh." (See Mt 26 26 n.) 

I, 4: Fvreordained: the word in Greek does not mean predestined 
hut constituted or designated. Moreover, ""constituted" does not mean 
that Jesus was made the Son of God, since he already was God's Son 
before he hernme man, but that he was constituted the Son of God 
""by an .act of rower" be/illinr. his divine nalure ("in keeping with 
the hohness o his spirit.'') The first manifestation of that power 
was Jesus Christ"s "resurrection from the dead." 

.1. ~: Grace a11d apoJJIEJhip: through Jesus the mediator, Paul re
ceived the grace of conversion and of the apostolate . 
. I, 8: The state'!'ent is not totally exag.i:erated because many Chris

tians were already m Rome when Paul arrived there. 
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10 Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you, I always in 
ploring in my prayers that somehow I may at last by God 

11 will come to you after a safe journey. For I long to see yo 
that I may impart some spiritual grace unto you to strengthe 

12 you, I that is, that among you I may be comforted togetht 
with you by that faith which is common to us both, your 
and mine. 

13 Why He Wishes to Visit Them Now I would not, breth 
ren, have you ignorant, that I have often intended to come t1 
see you (and have been hindered until now) that I may pro 
duce some results among you also, as well as among the res 

14 of the Gentiles. To Greeks and to foreigners, to learned an< 
n unlearned, I am debtor; I so, for my part, I am ready tt 

preach the gospel to you also who are at Rome. 

16 Theme of the Epistle For I am not ashamed of the gosprl 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone whc 

17 believes, to Jew first and then to Greek. For in it the justic1 
of God is revealed, from faith unto faith, as it is written, 
"He who is just lives by faith." 

l, 16: I am not ashamed of the xo1pel: an understatement Paul 
means that he is proud of the Gospel. Greek: here it means the 
heathens. The entire expression, "to Jew first and then to Greek." 
is known among scholars as "the privilege of the Jews." The Jews, 
prepared by monotheism and by the prophecies of the Old Testan1e11t 
should have normally been led to accept Christ Of all the conv<>rts 
to Christianity the Jews alone did not have to abandon numerous 
errors (see Acts 13, 46). 

1, 17: The Gospel is a divine force that generates salvation (v. 
16) because in the Gospel "'the justice of God is revealed," i.e., the 
Gospel says that God justifies man through faith, and in justifying 
man he saves man. Ju1tice of God: this may be considered a quality 
in God that exacts reparation for sin and saves man. God is faithful 
to his promise of salvation made in the Covenant at Sinai. Accordin11 
to another opinion, the justice of God may be considered in the effect 
attained through it, namely: the remission of sins, and the infusion 
of a new life. This opinion is more commonly accepted than the first. 
The first opinion holds that the Gospel reveals the just and merciful 
activity of God in Chrisfs life, death, and resurrection. Through 
God's activity, by the sacrifice of the cross, the reparation of man's 
sins is effected, and justice and a new life are dispensed throu.1(11 
Christ"s mediation. 

In other words, the Gospel illumines for us the justice of Goel, 
highlighting his activity in imparting justice to man to save him 
(first opinion) rather than the effect (justice) attained through his 
activit)•, i.e., through Christ's mediation (second opinion). However, 
God"s activity in imparting justice to man and the effect attained 
through his activity work closely together for man's salvation. 

From faith unto faith: from initial faith to an ever increasing faith. 
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I. DOCTRINAL 

THE GOSPEL THE POWER OF GOD 
ALL FOR THE SALVATION 

WHO BELIEVE 

OF 

I. HUMANITY WITHOUT CHRIST 

SIS 

1e The Pagans Adore Idols Foe the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of those 

19 men who in wickedness hold back the truth of God, I seeing 
that what may be known about Gpd is manifest to them. 

20 For God has manifested it to them. I For since the creation 
of the world his invisible attributes are clearly seen-his ever
lasting power also and divinity-being understood through 
the things that are made. And so they are without excuse, I 

or, from a sinner to a just man. "He who i1 iu11 /ive1 by faith'': 
according to one interpretation of Hb 2, 4: it is by faith that the 
just man will live. Another interpretation is: he who is just in virtue 
of the faith will live. To Paul, faith is the origin and the nourish
ment of justice, yet faith is not an assent to a theoretical truth but a 
total commitment or gift of the entire person to God. 

I, 18-.>2: The arostle does not speak of individuals of his acquaint
ance, nor of philosophers, nor even of all pagans throughout the 
world; he speaks solely of the Greco-Roman pagan society of the first 
century. His basic assertion is that this society should be capable 
of knowing God and of observing some fundamental principles of 
morality without an explicitly Jewish (Old Testament) or Christian 
(New T"'tament) revelation. 

Paul expo•es the religious errors of the pagans. A stream of sins 
Bows from their error of refusing to know God and from their dis
obeying essential moral laws. The apostle's keen distinction between 
error and immorality is lacking in the catalogue of heathen vices 
fret1uently found in Stoic writings in Paul's day (see I, 28-31 n). 

I, 18: The anger of God is his justice; it punishes sinful men 
according to the natural punishment which sin incurs. Men ... hold 
bacli the truth of God: in a sense, sinners prevent that God's truth 
bernmes known. The truth of God: means the knowledge of the true 
God (v. 19). 

I , I 9: God has made clear to men what may be known about him 
through natural intelligence without the aid of revelation. 

1, 20: Creation is God's manifestation of himself to all mankind. 
Vatican Council I quotes this verse to affirm that mankind can arrive 
through "the thin,11s that are made" at a knowledge of their creator 
without the aid of revelation. 

In Paul's mind, to arrive at the knowledge of God is not to see God 
!'5 the fir~t mover of the physical universe but as the source of all that 
is good m the world, This opinion among scholars is supported by 
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21 seeing that, although they knew God, they did not gloriry 
him as God or give thanks, but became vain in their reason· 

22 ings, and their senseless minds have been darkened. Fo1 
23 while professing to be wise, they have become fools, I and 

they have changed the glory of the incorruptible God for an 
image made like to corruptible man and to birds and four· 
footed beasts and aeeping things. 

24 Punishment of ldo/4tors Therefore God has given them 
up in the lustful desires of their heart to uncleanness, so that 

2, they dishonor their own bodies among themselves--they who 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and 
served the aeature rather than the Creator who is blessed 
forever, amen. 

26 For this cause God has given them up to shameful lusts; 
for their women have exchanged the natural use for that 

27 which is against nature, I and in like manner the men also, 
having abandoned the natural use of the woman, have burned 
in their lusts one towards another, men with men doing 
shamdess things and receiving in themselves the fitting rec-

28 ompense of their perversity. And as they have resolved against 
possessing the knowledge of God, God has given them up to a 

29 reprobate sense, so that they do what is not fitting; I being 
filled with all iniquity, malice, immorality, avarice, wicked· 
ness; being full of envy, murder, contention, deceit, malignity; 

Paul's Semitic rather than Greek mentality, but especially by the Greek 
word "1heio1es" ("divinity") which lends the meaning of goodness and 
wisdom to the expression "his everlasting power." Besides, ''the things 
that are made" does not only refer to all things in the physical 
univer.;e but also to everything in the moral world of man comin,IOl 
from God's Providence over men's personal lives and over the course 
of mankind's history. The experience of God's goodness in the moral 
world leads man to the God of goodness and does more to awaken 
man's moral obligations to his creator than contemplation of the 
physical univer.;e that leads man more directly to the God of cosmic 
order. 

l, 21: The natural knowledge acquired by men about God should 
have led to prayerful and cultic gratitude. Instead, men attributed 
God's gifts to their own abilities. 

1, 27: See 1 Cor 6, 10 n. 
1, 28-31: Commentators often divide the vices enumerated in this 

list into those against nature ( vv. 24-27) and those against society 
(vv. 28-31). There are nine other similar lists of heathen vices in 
the New Testament. Scholars dispute whether Paul's lists of vices here 
and elsewhere derive from Old Testament lists of vices (e.g., Ex 20, 
21-23, 19), from Jewish apocryphal writings (4 Mc 1-3) or from 
contemporary moralists (Diogenes' I.Aeries 7, 110-114). 

1, 29: lmmorali1y: not in the Greek text. 
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JO being whisperers, I detractors, hateful to God, irreverent, 
proud, haughty, plotters of evil; disobedient to parents, I 

JI foolish, dissolute, without affection, without fidelity, without 
J2 mercy. Although they have known the ordinance of God, 

they have not understood that those who practise such things 
are deserving of death. And not only do they do these things, 
but they applaud others doing them. 

2 
t All Will Be Rewarded or Punished Wherefore, thou art 

inexcusable, 0 man, whoever thou art who judges!. For 
wherein thou judgest another, thou dost condemn thyself. For 

2 thou who judges! dost the same things thyself. And we know 
that the judgment of God is according to truth against those 

J who do such things. But dost thou think, 0 man who judges! 
those who do such things and dost the same thyself, that 

4 thou wilt escape the judgment of God? Or dost thou despise 
the riches of his goodness and patience and long-suffering? 
Dost thou not know that the goodness of God is meant to 

' lead thee to repentance? But according to thy hardness and 
unrepentant heart, thou dost treasure up to thyself wrath on 
the day of wrath and of the revelation of the just judgment 

6 of God, who will render to every man according to his works. 
7 Life eternal indeed he will give to those who by patience in 
8 good works seek glory and honor and immortality; but wrath 

and indignation to those who are contentious, and who do 
9 not submit to the truth but assent to iniquity. Tribulation and 

anguish shall be visited upon the soul of every man who 
10 works evil; of Jew first and then of Greek. But glory and 

honor and peace shall be awarded to everyone who does 
11 good, to Jew first and then to Greek. Because with God there 

is no respect of persons. 

12 Gentiles lo Be fudged by the Natural uw For whoever 
have sinned without the Law, will perish without the Law; 
and whoever have sinned under the Law, will be judged by 

B the Law. For it is not they who hear the Law that are just 
in the sight of God; but it is they who follow the Law that 

1, 30: Ha1eful lo God: in Greek, "hating God." 
2, l · 11: Paul addresses the Jews, who sin themselves but comdemn 

the pagans. The Jews will not escape final punishment because God 
does not make exceptions. 

_2, 12: The Jews who sinned outside the pale of the Mosaic Law 
will pensh; those who violated the Law will be judged by it. 
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14 will be justified. When the Gentiles who have no law do bJ 
nature what the Law prescribes, these having no law are i 

1' Jaw unto themselves. They show the work of the Law writter 
in their hearts. Their conscience bears witness to them, ever, 

16 when conflicting thoughts accuse or defend them. This will 
take place on the day when, according to my gospel, God 
will judge the hidden secrets of men through Jesus Christ 

17 The Jews Transgress the Law But if thou art called 
"Jew," and dost rely upon the Law, and dost glory in God, 

18 I and dost know his will, and dost approve the better things. 
19 being informed by the Law, I thou art confident that thou art 
20 a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, I an 

instructor of the unwise, a teacher of children, having in the 
21 Law the pattern of knowledge and of truth. Thou therefore 

who teachest another, dost thou not teach thyself? Thou who 
22 preachest that men should not steal, dost thou steal? Thou 

who sayest that men should not commit adultery, dost thou 
commit adultery? Thou who dost abominate idols, dost thou 

23 commit sacrilege? Thou who dost glory in the Law, dost 
24 thou dishonor God by transgressing the Law? "For the name 

of God," as it is written, "is blasphemed through you among 
the Gentiles." 

2' True Circumcision Circumcision, indeed, profits if thou 
keep the Law; but if thou be a transgressor of the Law, 

2, 14-16: The natural law. 
2, 14-15: When the Gentiles who have no (written Mosaic) law 

do by the natural law what the Mosaic (Law) prescribes (i.e., the 
moral precepts dictated by reason), these Gentiles, who have no 
explicitly revealed law like the Mosaic Law, follow their own natural 
law. They thus show the existence of the natural law through the 
te5timony of their conscience and their interior thoughts of accusing 
themselves for acting wrongly in a given instance or of actin~ 
correctly. 

2, 16: Thi! will take place: these words are not in the Greek text 
but have been added to show what the apostle means, namely: the 
justification of the Gentiles will take place at the final judgment when 
God will judge through Jesus Christ even the hidden motives of 
men's acts. 

2, 17-24: This attitude of superiority taken by spiritual leaders 
of mankind was especially typical of Jews who lived outside of 
Palestine. 

2, 18: Approve the bellet' 1hing1: see Phil 1, 10 n. 
2, 19: In the Greek, the sentence in incomplete. 
2, 22: Commit 1acrilexe?: in Greek, "pillage temples." See an 

allusion to this crime in Acts 19, 37. 
2, 24: See Is 52, 5. 
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~~ thy circumcision has become uncircumcision. T~erefore !f the 
uncircumcised keep the precepts of the Law, will not his 1m-

21 circumcision be reckoned as circumcision? And he who is by 
nature uncircumcised, if he fulfill the Law, will judge thee 
who with the letter and circumcision art a transgressor of 

2R the Law. For he is not a Jew who is so outwardly; nor is 
29 that circumcision which is so outwardly in the flesh; I but 

he is a Jew who is so inwardly, and circumcision is a matter 

3 

of the htart in the spirit, not in the letter. His praise is not 
from men but from God. 

Obiections Answered What advantage then remains to 
2 the Jew, or what is the use of circumcision? Much in every 

respect. First, indeed, because the oracles of God were en-
3 trusted to them. For what if some of them have not believed? 

Will their unbelief make void the fidelity of God? By no 
4 means! I For God is true, and every man is a liar, as it is 

written, ""That thou mayest be justified in thy words, and 
mayest be victorious when thou art judged." 

' But if our wickedness shows forth the justice of God, 
what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts punishment? 

6 (I speak after a purely human manner.) I By no means! 
7 Otherwise, how is God to judge the world? I But if through 

my lie the truth of God has abounded untu his glory, why 

2, 26: The Precep11 of the Law: the moral pr~pts of the natural 
law which are included in the Mosaic Law. 

3, I : Mere physical circumcision and mere outward adherence to the 
Mosaic L~;-v does not save the Jews. Therefore, ""What advan-
tol!e . . . etc. 

3, 2: The oracle! of God: the scriptures. 
3, 3: The fidelity of God: a reference to the promises of salvation 

mnde by God in the Old Testament covenant at Sinai and to the 
prophets. 

3, 4: For God i1 true: in Greek, ""let God be true." "Every man is 
a liar": in comparison with God. A hyperbole from Ps 115, 11. 
/ u11ified ... iud)(ed: see Ps 50, 6 and the rest of the psalm for the 
psalmist's acceptance of God's judgment. In Paul's use of the psalm, 
on the other hand, God himself is judged to have kept his promises. 

3, 5·6: Paul's fictionalized Jewish objector asks: if the unbelief of 
some Jews shows forth God's fidelity (vv. 3·4), why should they be 

IHrnished for P.ortraying God's justice (fidelity)? Is God unjust when 
•e 1nfl1cts punishment on them? No, answer.; Paul. For, if the objec

tor were correct. evil would then be !(Ood, the moral order would not 
exist, and God could not judge people because there would be no 
moral rriterion to judge by. 

3, 7·8: Another presentation of the ideas in vv. 5-6. 
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8 am I also still judged as a sinner? And why should we m 
as some calumniously accuse us of teaching, do evil that go• 
may come from it? The condemnation of such is just. 

9 The Scriptures Attesl Universal Sin What then? Are ~ 
better off" than they? Not at all. For we have argued th 

10 Jews and Greeks are all under sin, I as it is written, "The 
11 is not one just man; I there is none who understand 
12 there is none who seeks after God. All have gone astr• 
13 together; they have become worthless. There is none wl 
14 does good, no, not even one. Their throat is an open sepc 
U chre; with their tongues they have dealt deceitfully. Tl 

venom of asps is beneath their lips; I their mouth is full • 
16 cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
17 destruction and misery are in their ways. And the path • 
18 peace they have not known. There is no fear of God befo: 

their eyes.'' 

19 This Concerns the /ews Now we know that whatever tl 
Law says, it is speaking to those who are under the Law; i 
order that every mouth may be shut, and the whole worl 

20 may be made subject to God. For by the works of the La• 
no human being shall be justified before him, for throug 
law comes the recognition of sin. 

3, 8: The condemnation of such is ;ust: it is not clear whether Pai 
directs these words to the "some who calumniously accuse us c 
teaching [evil]'"-to which the apostle adds "why should we not d 
evil that good may come from it?"---0r whether they are directed t 
those who live by the false principle that evil purposes justify th 
use of legitimate means. 

3, 9-18: One of several ways of understanding the Greek text o 
v. 9 is: are circumcised Jews better off than the Gentiles? No (but se 
3, 1 n), because both, Jews and Gentiles, have sinned abundantly a 
scripture testifies (vv. 10-18.) Although originally only the lsr"~lite 
figured in the scriptural citations, they have been adapted here tc 
include the pagans. Some of the quotations are literal; some are free: 

3, 10-12: See Pss 13, 1-3; 52, 2-4. 
3, 13: See Pss 5, 11; 139, 4. 
3, 14: See Ps 9, 7. 
3, 15-17: See Is 59, 7. 
3, 18: See Ps 35, 2. 
3, 19: The lAw . . . the Law: the Old Testament . , . the Mos•i• 

Law. In order that ... sub;ect to God: in the light of the precedini 
scriptural argument (see 3, 9-18 n) the Jews ("every mouth may be 
shut") and Gentiles ("the whole world") are culpable before God. 

3, 20: Paul seems to answer here this unexpressed question: ma1 
Israel not boast of having the Mosaic Law as a sufficient means 111 

salvation? No, is Paul's reply. The Mosaic Law does not guarantee 
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11. SALVATION THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST 

21 Justice Comes through Paith ;'! Ckrist But now the 
justice of God has been made manifest independently ?f t_he 

22 Law, being attested by the Law and the Prophets; I the Justice 
of God through faith in Jesus Christ upon all who believe. 

H For there is no distinction, I as all have sinned and have 
24 need of the glory of God. They are justified freely by his 

grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, \ 
n whom God has set forth as a propitiation by his blood 
26 through faith, to manifest his justice, I God in his patience 

remitting former sins; to manifest his justice at the present 
time, so that he himself is just, and makes just him who has 
faith in Jes us. 

salvation because mere knowledge of it gives only a knowledge of sin. 
V. 20 does not contradict 2, 13. In the latter verse Paul means that 

the charitable ones who observe the Mosaic Law will be saved. In v. 
20 he means that the uncharitable ones who observe the external re
quirements of the Mosaic Law will not be saved. 

3, 21-22: Man is saved by faith in Jesus Christ as the divine 
redeemer, and not by the observance of the Mosaic Law. 

3, 21: /u11iu of God: see 1, 17 n. The I.Aw and the Prophe11: a 
general term for the Old Testament. 

3, 23: All have sinned: see 5, 12 n. The 11./ory of God: the modem 
theological word for the Pauline term "glory" is ''grace." 

3, 24: They are iustified: this means justification here and now, not 
justification at the final judgment to which, hawever, the present 
justification leads. 

3, n: A propitiaJion: the Greek word is ilasterion. The older 
commentators often considered this as an allusion to the golden cover 
of the ark of the covenant, in Hebrew called kapporeth. The cover was 
sprinkled by the high priest with the blood of the victim on the <lay 
of expiation (Ex 2S, 17-23). Modern scholars do not agree with this 
allusion and interpret the kapporeth as an object sprinkled with the 
blood of victims not with that of the expiated victim. Therefore, the 
•ense of v. 25 is that God presented Christ as an "'instrument of 
expiation" (i/a.sterion) "by his blood" (a reference to the crucifixion). 

Through a total commitment ("through faith") man appropriates 
the expiation offered by Jesus Christ for our sins. Thus, man passes 
from sin to justification. Moreover, God constituted Christ as an 
instrument of expiation "to manifest his justice'" which not only 
exacts reparation for sins but also communicates sanctity to the 
believers. 

3, 26: God in his pa1ien<e remi11in1: former sins: one solid opinion 
of this is: God constituted Jesus as an instrument of expiation to 
"manifest his. justice at the present time" since during the time of 
his patience, 1.e., before New Testament times, God permitted that 
mans sins remain unexpiated. Remi11in1:: "passing over," in Greek. 
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21 f ustification Excludes Boastitig Where then is thy boas 
mg? it is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by ti 

28 law of faith. For we reckon that a man is justified by fail 
29 independently of the works of the Law. Is God the God of ti 

Jews only, and not of the Gentiles also? Indeed of the Get 
30 tiles also. I For there is but one God who will justify ti 

circumcised by faith, and the uncircumcised through the san 
31 faith. Do we therefore through faith destroy the Law? B 

no means! Rather we establish the Law. 

4 
1 Abraham /ustified by Paith What then shall we say th~ 
2 Abraham, our (ather according to the flesh, acquired? For i 

Abraham was justified by works, he has reason to boast, hu 
3 not before God. For what does the Scripture say? "Abrahai: 
4 believed God and it was credited to him as justice." Now t< 

him who works, the reward is not credited as a favor but a 
' something due. But to him who does not work, but believe 

in him who justifies the impious, his faith is credited to hin 
6 as justice. Thus David declares the blessedness of the mai 

to whom God credits justice without works: 
7 "Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whost 
e sins are covered; I blessed is the man to whom the Lord wil 

not credit sin." 

9 /ustified before Circumcision Does this blessedness hole 
good, then, only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircurn· 
cised? For we say that unto Abraham faith was credited a! 

10 justice. How then was it credited? When he was in the statf 
11 of circumcision or in that of uncircumcision? Not in circum· 

cision but in uncircumcision. I And he received the sign of 
circumcision as the seal of the justice of faith which he had 
while uncircumcised, in order that he may be the father of 
all who, while uncircumcised, believed, that to them also it 

12 may be credited as justice; I and the father of the circumcised, 

3, 28: See Jas 2, 24 n oa the apparent contradiction. 
3, 31: Ra1her we establish the I.Aw: on its true bases by showing 

that the Mosaic Law actually testified in favor of faith, as the example 
of Abraham (see 4, 111) illustrates. 

4, l ·B: Abraham was not justified by works. 
4, 3: See Gal 3, 6 n. 
4, 7-B: See Ps 31, If. Forxi11en ••• ro11ered ••• not rredit: three 

synonymous expressions. 
4, 9-12: Abraham was not justified by circumcision. 
4, 11: See Ga 17, 10-11. 
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not of those merely who are circumcised, but also of those 
who follow in the steps of the faith that was our father 
Abraham's while yet uncircumicsed. 

13 Not fustilied by the Works of the LmJ For not through 
the Law 6ut through the justice of faith was the promise 
made to Abraham and to his posterity that he should be heir 

14 of the world. For if they who are of the Law are heirs, faith 
1' is made empty, the promise is made void. For the Law 

works wrath; for where there is no law, neither is there trans-
16 gression. Therefore the promise was the outcome of faith, that 

it might be a favor, in order that it might be secure for all 
the offspring, not only for those who are of the Law, but 
also for those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the 

17 father of us all; I as it is written, "I have appointed thee the 
father of many nations." 

He is our father in the sight of God, whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as 
though they were. 

1e The Strength of His Paith Abraham hoping against hope 
believed, so that he became the father of many nations, ac· 
cording to what was said, "So shall thy offspring be." 

19 And without weakening in faith, he considered his own 
deadened body (for he was almost a hundred years old) 

20 and the deadened womb of Sara; I and yet in view of the 
promise of God, he did not waver through unbelief but was 

21 strengthened in faith, giving glory to 6od, I being fully 
aware that whatever God has promised he is able also to 

22 perform. Therefore it was credited to him as justice. 

23 The Model of. Our Paith Now not for his sake only was it 
24 written that ' It was credited to him," I but for the sake of 

us also, to whom it will be credited if we believe in him who 

4, .13'.16: Abraham was not justified by the Mosaic Law since it 
was rnst1tuted centuries after his time. 

4, 14: See Gal 3, 18. 
4, D: The law works 1"'dlh: the Law, in itself and apart from 

grace! does not aid to observe it and, consequently, the Law is an 
occasmn for transgressions that are displeasing to God ("works divine 
wrath"). 

4, 17-25: Abraham was justified by faith, a type of our faith in 
Christ. 

4, 17: See Gn 17, 5. 
4, 18: See Gn 15, 5. 
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25 raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, I who was delivered UJ 

for our sins, and rose again for our justification. 

5 

Ill. THE SUPERABUNDANCE OF THIS 

JUSTIFICATION 

t Christ's Death Assures Us Hope and Peace Having beer 
justified therefore by faith, let us have peace with Goe 

2 through our Lord Jesus Christ, I through whom we also hav< 
access by faith unto that grace in which we stand, and exull 

3 in the hope of the glory of the sons of God. And not onl) 
this, but we exult in tribulations also, knowing that tribula· 

4 tion works out endurance, I and endurance tried virtue, and 
5 tried virtue hope. And hope does not disappoint, because th( 

charity of God is poured forth in our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
6 who has been given to us. For why did Christ, at the set 
7 time, die for the wicked when as yet we were weak? For 

scarcely in behalf of a just man does one die; yet perhaps one 
8 might bring himself to die for a good man. But God com

mends his charity towards us, because when as yet we were 
9 sinners, Cluist died for us. 

Christ's Death Assures Our Salvation Much more now 
that we are justified by his blood, shall we be saved through 

to him from the wrath. I For if when we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
having been reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 

11 And not this only, but we exult also in God through our 
Lord Jesus Cluist, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 

4, 25: Modern scriptural studies emphasize, what the liturgy has 
always taught, that the passion, death, and resurrection taken IOf!.ether 
have redeemed man. The resurrection (combined with the ascension) is 
not simply the reward of the passion and death of Christ. This modern 
emphasis is opposed to that of St. Anselm and his followers who 
accentuated the death of Christ as the payment of a debt owed by man 
to God because of original sin. See 1 Cor 15, 20 n. 

5, 1-4: Justification through faith brings forth peace and hope. 
5, 2: In which we Jtand: or, in which we are established. Of the 

sonJ: not in the Greek text. 
5, 5-11: Hope rests on the love of God that has been manifested 

through the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ. 
5, 6: In Greek, "While we were still helpless, at the set time Christ 

died for the wicked."" 
5, 8: Commend!: in Greek, "'proves" or "manifests." 
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u In Adam All Have Sinned Therefore as through one man 
sin entered into the world and through sin death, and 
thus death has passed unto all men because all have sinned 

B -for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not 
14 imputed when there is no law; I yet death reigned from 

Adam until Moses even over those who did not sin after the 
likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a figure of 
him who was to come. 

'· 12: The benefits of redemption for all sinful men. One man: 
Adam. Sin: sin is here a personified power that is hostile to God and 
dominates (v. 21) the human race (""the world"). BecalJJe all have 
sinned: the difference of translation of the Greek eph o (here trans
lated as .. because") gives rise to two interpretations, one by the 
Latin Fathers and another by some modern scholars. The Fathers of 
the Latin Church translated eph o as .. in whom," or .. in which." 
Hence, their translation reads: .. Death passed into all men in whom 
(Adam)--0r in which (sin)-all have sinned." Consequently, the 
interpretation of the Latin Fathers is that all men sinned in the sin of 
Adam and all men share in the death penalty. The objection to this 
interpretation does not concern the doctrine taught, but it concerns 
the establishment of this doctrine on the basis of the translation of the 
Greek expression eph o into ""in whom" or .. in which." The expres· 
sion eph o should be translated .. because" just as eph o in 2 Cor S, 4 
and in Phil 3, 12 should be translated .. because" even though, ob· 
viuusly1 these two passages do not deal with Adam"s sin. If, then, it is 
grantee that eph o should be translated .. because," the interpretation 
may follow that all men died becatJJe all men committed ae1ua/ sins 
(see the following annotations). HatJe sinned: according to the opinion 
of many Catholics in line with that of the Latin Fathers, the sin im
plied here is the sin of Adam as representative-head of mankind. His 
one sin became the sin of all men and led to the death penalty for all 
men because of mankind"s solidarity with him. A different opinion of 
some moderns holds that the sin implied here is to be understood 
as in 3, 23, namely, as the succession of individual sins throughout 
history, yet disassociated from Adam's sin. According to this opinion, 
all men die because they all have committed their own sins just as 
Adam committed his sin. 

'· 13-14: The principal argument for the first opinion (see 6, 12 
n for "have sinned") is found in these two verses wherein Paul 
explains sin as the cause of death. The argument is: the sole reason 
for death in the world is Adam's sin and every man's involvement in 
it. To incur the death penalty there was no need either for knowledge 
of that punishment or for actual sins. Besides, the individual actual 
sins of men did not suffice to explain that all men had to die. During 
the time between Adam and Moses (and the Mosaic Law) there was 
no promulgation of God's law in scripture which decreed that death 
would be the penalty for Adam's sin. Yet, some people died, from 
Adam to the time of Moses1 who did not break a divine command 
(see Gn 2, 17) as Adam did ( .. who did not sin after the likeness of 
the trans11ression of Adam"), Eor example, infants before the use of 
reason and therefore incapable of personal sins. Hence, they died 
because of the inescapable attachment of the death penalty to Adam's 
sin. (Continued on page '26.J 
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u Grace and Li/ e Superabound through Christ But not 
like the offense is the gift. For if by the offense of the one 
the many died, much more has the grace of God, and the 
gift in the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, abounded 

16 unto the many. Nor is the gift as it was in the case of one 
man's sin, for the judgment was from one man unto condemna-

17 tion, but grace is from many offenses unto justification. For 
if by reason of the one man's offense death reigned through 
the one man, much more will they who receive the abun
dance of the grace and of the gift of justice reign in life 

18 through the oae Jesus Christ. Therefore as from the offense 

A damaging objection to the example of the death of infants 
before the use of reason is the following: Paul does not seem to 
have this example of the infants in mind, for otherwise he would 
aot have selected the pre-Mosaic era. This class of children, even 
after the time of Moses, was incapable of personal, actual sins. 
Consequently, according to some modem Catholics (see 5, 12 n for 
the second opinion under '"have sinned"'), Paul"s words are to be 
understood in this sense: although people who lived from Adam to 
the time of Moses have sinned against their conscience, they diJ 
not sin against an expressed divine command (see Gn 2, 17)-they 
did not sin .. after the likeness of the transgression of Adam"" which 
entailed the death penalty. This opinion wants to show that the 
apostle is mainly preoccupied with the connection between sin and 
death. Paul begins with the principle that the death penalty must not 
be applied unless it is promulgated. However, during the intervening 
era from Adam to the time of Moses there was no divine decree that 
imposed the death penalty on sinners because of their actual sins. 
According to this opinion, death is the result of the human condition 
following Adam's sin. Paul is concerned with this fact, not with the 
theory to explain the manner of the transmission of sin and death 
from Adam to all men. 

In conclusion, according to the first opinion, Paul speaks of what 
is known as the Catholic doctrine of original sin (see Gn 3, 18-19 n); 
according to the second opinion, Paul is simply not concerned with 
that question. However, his ideas expressed here have offered a basis 
for the later theological development on the doctrine of original sin. 

5, 15-19: Paul compares the effects on mankind of Adam"s influence 
(condemnation) and of Christ's influence (justification). 

5, 15: The gra&e of God . •. the gra&e of • •. /e1111: both are one 
and the same grace. 

5, 16: W4J from one man unto condemnati011: a suggested trans· 
lation is: "following after one only sin, ended in condemnation."' 
8111 gra&e ••. i111tifuation: the sense is: but grace follows after many 
offenses (the sin of Adam and the personal sins of other men) and 
leads to justification. 

5, 17: Death: physical death considered as a penalty for sin. 
5, 18-19: Through Adam"s disobedience, human beings were con

stituted a sinful race; through Christ's obedience, human beings have 
been constituted a ··justified'" race. 

5, 18: Condemnation: the penalty of physical death and the loss of 
eternal life. 
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of the one man the result wa.s unto condemnation to all 
men, so from the justice of the one the result is unto 

IP justification of life to all men. For just as by the disobe
dience of the one man the many were constituted sinners, 
so also by the obedience of the one the many will be 
constituted just 

10 Purpose of the LtJw Now the Law intervened that the 
offense might abound. But where the offense has abounded, 

21 grace has abounded yet more; I so that as sin has reigned 
unto death, so also grace may reign by justice unto life 
everlasting through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

IV. JUSTIFICATION AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

6 
Christians Deod to Sin What then shall we say? Shall 

2 we continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! 
3 For how shall we who are dead to sin still live in it? Do 

you not know that all we who have been baptized into 

'· 19: Adam is a popular example of what some scholars call 
a '"corporate personality," which means that he is the individual 
representative who forms together with the group one single reality. 
Thus, the corporate personality may be viewed as the repr~sentative of 
the p,roup (e.g., of the human race) or as the group ( e.p,., the human 
race) since the group is the extension of the individual ( e.p,., of 
Adam). Some scholars believe that at times the n9tion of a corporate 
personality in the Bible does not imply anything more than a moral 
union. 

~. 20-21: Between the time of Adam and Christ (vv. 12-19) the 
Mosaic Law intervened temporarily. · 

~. 20: The Mosaic Law is viewed here as in 3, 20 as a positive 
command devoid of the p,racc to help people observe the Law. Further
more, the Law in itself tended to multiply transgressions and make 
the people more culpable. 

~. 21: Death: temporal and spiritual death. 
6, 1: Since p,race abounds more than sin (,, 20), "shall we continue 

in sin"" so that God will show his goodness in forgiving us? 
6, 2: Dead 10 1in: free from the influence of sin (because of grace 

that justili.- man, i.e., makes man pass from the state of sin to the 
state of grace). 

6, 3: Paul elaborates on the meaning of being "dead to sin." He 
evokes the symbolism of the baptismal rite through the word "bap
tized"' (submerged in water). When the neophyte was immersed in 
water, the immersion symbolized burial or death with Christ; when 
the neophyte emerged, the emergence symbolized resurrection and 
life with Christ. With '"all we who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus,"" Paul tells the Romans that they have been '"submerged" in 
Jesus, i.e., each of them has become in a real sense a part of him or 
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4 Christ Jesus have been baptized into his death? For · 
were buried with him by means of Baptism into dea 
in order that, just as Christ has arisen from the de 
through the glory of the Father, so we also may w;1 

' in newness of life. For if we have been united w1 
him in the likeness of his death, we shall be so in l 

6 likeness of his resurrection also. For we know that our ' 
self has been crucified with him, in order that the bo, 
of sin may be destroyed, that we may no longer 

7 slaves to sin; I for he who is dead is acquitted of s1 
s But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we sh; 
9 also live together with Christ; I for we know that CIHi 

having risen from the dead, dies now no more, death sh: 
10 no longer have dominion over him. For the death that I 

died, he died to sin once for all, but the life that he liv< 
11 he lives unto God. Thus do you consider yourselves al 

as dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

another Christ. By this "submerging" the apostle means a loyal 
far more profound and effective than that of a loyal servant to h 
master. · 

Paul reminds the Romans that they were not only "baptized in' 
Christ" but also "into his death" (i.e., into Christ precisely at ti 
moment when he died to save man). This "saving moment'" 
mysteriously realized in man at baptism. At that moment, in a re 
but mysterious way, all who have been baptized join Christ in h 
crucifixion, burial, resurrection, and, according to v. 4, in his ne 
life of glory. 

6, 4-11: In his words about the Christian life on earth, P.11 
probably views this earthly life as the beginning of the glori1n 
resurrected life in heaven, and the glorious resurrected life in heave 
as an extension of the Christian life on earth. 

6, 4: J uJ/ aJ ChriJI ... newneH of life: the newly baptizeJ. i 

he emerged from the water, symbolized Christ's resurrection and 
new life. ChriJI has ariun: literally, "Christ was raised up" (sec .i\I 
8, 31 n). 

6, 5: Without denying that Christ really arose from the dea< 
many modern commentators interpret the "resurrection" in this Ir) 
as the new life of the Christian on earth. However, Paul"s final pcJ 
spective of this new life on earth may well be that of the resurrerte, 
life in heaven. 

6, 6: Our old self: a metaphorical expression for a 7erson dominar~ 
by sin before having received baptism. The body o sin: the sourc 
of sin. 

6, 7: A probable explanation is: just as physical death so doe 
mystical death free man from sin. 

6, 8: Live together u·i1h Christ: eternally. 
6, 10: He died Jo sin: Christ not only died because of the powe 

of sin but because he allowed sin to exercise its full power to clair 
his death. Yet, afterward sin can never again reach his body (v. 9) 
(Sin never tainted Christ's soul.) 
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n The Reign of Sin Therefore do not let sin reign in your 
n mortal body so that you obey its lusts. And do not yield 

your members to sin as weaporu of iniquity, but present your
selves to God as those who have come to life from the 
dead and your members as weapons of justice for God; 

14 I for sin shall not have dominion over you, since you 
are not under the Law but under grace. 

n Slavery to Sin What then? Arc we to sin because we are 
16 not under the Law but under grace? By no means! Do you 

not know that to whom you offer yourselves as slaves for 
obedience, to him whom you obey you are the slaves, 
whether to sin unto death. or to obedience unto justice? 

11 But thanks be to God that you who were the slaves of 
sin have now obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 

18 into which you have been delivered, I and having been 
set free from sin, you have become the slaves of justice. 

19 I epeak in a human way because of the weakness of your 
Besh; for as you yielded your members as slaves of unclean
ness and iniquity unto iniquity, so now yield your members 

20 as slaves of justice unto sanctification. For when you were 
21 the slaves of sin, you were free as regards justice. But 

what fruit had you then from those things of which you 
are now ashamed? For the end of these things is death. 

22 But now set free from sin and become slaves to God, 
you have your fruit unto sanctification, and as your end, 

H life everlasting. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God is life everlasting in Christ Jesus OUL Lord. 

7 
1 Christians Freed from the lAw Do you not know, 

brethren (for I speak to those who know law), that the Law 

6, 12-23: A moral exhortation. 
6, 13: Members: not only the limbs but all the faculties of man. 
6, 14: Paul intimates: if they were still under the Mosaic Law 

they would be under the influence of sin because the Law in itself 
offered no aid to observe it. Gri<&e: the freedom of the Gospel. 

6, 17: Delivered: instructed. 
6, 19: /11J1ice 1Jnto sanctification: the meaning is: after the passage 

from sin to grace (""justice") by baptism, grow in the development 
of this justice by living a Christian life. 

7, 1-2': The Christian life is, for a Jew, a liberation from the 
Mosaic Law (see 7, 6 n). 

7, 1-4: Just as a wife "'is set free from the law of the husband'' 
when he ies, so is the Jew freed from the Mosaic Law when he 
becomes a Christian (see 7, 6 n). 
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2 has dominion over a man as long as he lives? For t 
married woman is bound by the Law while her husba1 
is alive; but if her husband die, she is set free from t 

3 law of the husband. Therefore while her husband is alii 
she will be called an adulteress if she be with anotl1 
man; but if her husband dies, she is set free from t 

law of the husband, so that she is not an adulteress 
4 she has been with another man. Therefore, my brethren, y< 

also, through the body of Christ, have been made to die 
the Law, so as to belong to another who has risen from ti 
dead, in order that we may bring forth fruit unto c;, • 

' For when we were in the flesh the sinful passions, whi1 
were aroused by the Law, were at work in our membe 

6 so that they brought forth fruit unto death. But now v 
have been set free from the Law, having died to that I 
which we were held down, so that we may serve in a nc 
spirit and not according to the outworn letter. 

7 The Lzw the Occasion of Sin What shall we say ther 
Is the Law sin? By no means! Yet I did not know sin sa' 

7, 3: Of the husband: not in the Greek text. 
7, 4: Through the body of Christ: through Christ's crucifixio1 

Die to the !.Aw: freed from the innumerable demands imposed by t~ 
Mosaic Law and from its sentence of spiritual death upon its tran 
gressors (see 7, 6 n). Bring forth fruit unto God: perform hol 
deeds that lead to eternal life. 

7, 5: When we were in the flnh: under the domination of ev 
inclinations, which brought forth sin. 

7, 6: 'The outworn letter'" refers to the external, legal prescriptic>n 
of the Mosaic Law which informs man what he must do but _give 
him no aid to do it. The service "in a new spirit"' refers to a: 
attitude of willingly obeying any law that is binding to a Christian 
because of a motivation by the Holy Spirit from within. and no lon;:e 
because of the letter of the law from without. The freedom from th, 
Mosaic Law means not only the freedom from the ceremonial, cultic 
and civil laws but freedom from the exterior constraining character o 
the moral parts of the Mosaic Law (e.g., the ten commandments), sc 
that the Christian obeys them no longer out of fear but out of love. 

7, 7-25: This is a celebrated but complicated passage. The vas 
majority of scholars agrees that presented here is a drama with thm 
actors: Law, Sin, and Death. They act in the theater of the "I.'' Thi 
'T' is not Paul (all agree), nor Paul as the representative of man 
kind, nor Adam in paradise, nor the history of Paul or of a Semi tc 
but the "!" is a man as a responsible person. Furthermore, this mar 
is described as living in the era prior to the Mosaic Law ( vv. 7 .9) 
then during the era of the Mosaic Law when the Law"s holy teaching! 
are an occasion for sin (vv. 10-24), and finally this man is describec 
as being united with Christ (v. 25). 

7, 7: Is the !.Aw sin?: since the Mosaic Law is so closely a<So 
ciated with sin (vv. 1-6), is the (Mosaic) Law part and parcel nl 
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through the Law. For I had not known lust unless the 
e Law had said, "Thou shalt not lust."" But sin, having 

thus found an occasion, worked in me by means of the 
commandment all manner of lust, for without the Law sin 

9 was dead. Once upon a time I was living without law, but 
10 when the commandment came, sin revived, I and I died, and 

the commandment that was unto life was discovered in my 
11 use to be unto death. For sin, having taken occasion from 

the commandment, deceived me, and through it killed me. 
12 So that the Law indeed is holy and the commandment holy 

and just and good. 

n Sin the Cause of Death Did then that which is good 
become death to me? By no means! But sin, that it might be 
manifest as sin, worked death for me through that which 
is good, in order that sin by reason of the commandment 

14 might become immeasurably sinful. For we know that the 

the sinful force that entered the world through Adam? "'By no means!" 
Yel ... 1hro11?,h 1he Law: before the promulgation of the Mosaic 
Low it was not clear what constituted a sin and what did not. 

The majority opinion holds that the Greek word "nomoJ'' trans
lated in vv. 7-13 as "Law" refers to the Mosaic Law and that the 
Greek word "erilo/e" translated as "commandment" (in vv. 8, 9, 11, 
12, 13) means the Mosaic Law not in its ritual and ceremonial aspects 
but in its aspect of permanent moral content. The example given in 
v. 7 "Thou shalt not lust" (Ex 20, 17) confirms this majority opinion. 

7, 8-9: Before the era of the Mosaic Law the power of sin did not 
operate in full force since it was not very clear just what was sin ("for 
without the Law sin was dead"). Once the Mosaic-Law was promul
gated, without giving aid to observe it, it became the occasion for 
many sins. 

7, 8: The commandmenl: see 7, 7 n. 
7, 9: Before the era of the Mosaic Law, man was Jiving not a full 

spiritual life of grace but a relative spiritual life in the sense that 
hr was not in open rebellion against God, for it was unclear just 
what acts were sinful. Yet, when the Mosaic Law was promulgated, 
tl1c power of sin awakened to full force in the sense that man, 
t'nlightened on the nature of sin, sinned clearly against God and fell 
under the domination of spiritual death. 

7, 10-12: Although the Mosaic Law was intended to briOR spiritual 
life to man by making clear what was sinful, it brought instead 
spiritual death. 

7, 13: "Di<l then that which is good (the Mosaic Law, v. 12) be
rome death (perpetual spiritual death) to me?" Paul asks, and he an
swers: "By no means!" Yet, that sin might show itself as it is, it 
mused spiritual death through the Mosaic Law ("that which is good") 
end sin appeared excessively sinful. 

7, 14-n: TI1e description of man as living under the Mosaic Law 
bc11an in v. 10 but, be11inning with v. 14, Paul says it more directly. 

7, 14: Spiri111al: the Mosaic Law was of divine origin. It was 
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Law is spiritual but I am carnal, sold into the power of sin. 
1' For I do not understand what I do, for it is not what I 
16 wish that I do, but what I hate, that I do. But if I do what 
17 I do not wish, I admit that the Law is good. Now therefore 

it is no longer I who do it, but the sin that dwells in me. 
18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, no good dwells, 

because to wish is within my power, but I do not find the 
19 strength to accomplish what is good. For I do not the 

good that I wish, but the evil that I do not wish, that I pcr-
20 form. Now if I do what I do not wish, it is no longer I who 
21 do it, but the sin that dwells in me. Therefore, when I wish 

to do good I discover this law, namely, that evil is at hand 
22 for me. For I am delighted with the law of God according 
23 to the inner man, I but I see another law in my members, 

warring against the law of my mind and making me pris-
oner to the law of sin that is in my members. 

24 Deliverance Due to the Grace of God Unhappy man that 
I am! Who will deliver me from the body of this death? 

2' The grace of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore I 
myself with my mind serve the law of God, but with my 
flesh the law of sin. 

8 
1 The Faithful Need Fear No Condemnation There is 

intended to lead man to God gradually by clarifying what displeased 
and what pleased God. Carnal: opposed to the Holy Spirit. Sold inlu 
the power of sin: fallen under the influence of sin. 

7, 16: Bui if I do whaJ I do nol wish: by the very fact that 
I do not wish to disobey the Mosaic Law, I thereby admit that the 
Law is good. 

7, 17: It is no longer "I" the responsible man (see 7, 7-25 n) who 
judges that the Law is good and wants to obey it, but it is sin, a 
personified foreign and evil power that rules me. 

7, 21: This law: not the Mosaic Law but a general norm. That 
niil is aJ hand: that evil is waiting for man. 

7, 22: The inner man: man's reason, which finds satisfaction in the 
manifestation of God's will through the moral law. 

7, 23: See v. 14. 
7, 24: The body of this death: the question is not who will 

dispatch man from his mortal life but who will deliver him from 
spiritual death and sin. Who will deliver me?: Paul's answer is: 
Christ. 

7, 25: The f!.race of God through Jesus Christ our Lord: in Greek, 
"Thanks be to God through our Lord Jesus Christ." There/ore I ... 
14w of sin: a summary of vv. 13-25. 

8, 1-11: In these verses, "Spirit" or "spirit" sometimes means th" 
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therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
2 Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh. For the law 

of the Spirit of the life in Christ Jesus has delivered me 
3 from the law of sin and of death. For what was impos

sible to the Law, in that it was weak because of the flesh, 
God has made good. By sending his Son in the likeness of 
slnful flesh as a sin-offering, he has condemned sin in the 

4 flesh, I in order that the requirements of the Law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the spirit. 

' The Flesh and the Spirit Now they who are according 
to the flesh mind the things of the flesh, but they who 

6 are according to the spirit mind the things Bf the spirit. For 
the inclination of the flesh is death, but the incl.ination of the 

7 spirit, life and peace. For the wisdom of the flesh is hostile to 
God, for it is not subject to the law of God, nor can it be. 

e And they who are carnal cannot please God. 
9 You, however, are not carnal but spiritual, if indeed the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have 

Holy Spirit, sometimes grace, and, at times, man's spirit renewed by 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. Commentators often differ in their 
applitation of these meanings to the word "'spirit'" as use<l here. To 
know that in the Greek text the word '"spirit"" is aometimes accom
panied with the definite article does not help much to arrive at the 
exact meaning of ""spirit."' , 

8, I: Who do nol walk acrordinx. lo 1he fle1h: omit. Not in the 
Greek. 

A, 2: Me: textual critics dispute whether it should read '"you."' 
Those who live in union with Jesus are guided in their conduct by the 
spirit of life, whith frees the Christian from domination by sin and 
from spiritual death. 

8, 3: This may be paraphrased: For what the Mosaic Law could 
nut do (since it lacked force because the Oesh opposed the Law), God 
has done by '"sending his Son in the likeness of sinful tlesh'" to restrain 
the dominating power of sin (which ruled man"s evil appetites and 
inclinations) by the greater force of abundant graces released through 
the crucifixion of Jesus on Calvary. 

R, 4: The requiremenl! of 1he Law: the Law required to do God"s 
will, which is realized only when Christians live according to the 
spirit (or according to the ""spirit of life"' see 8, 2 n) and not when 
they live according to sinful tendencies ('"flesh"'). 

8, 5·13: Paul contrasts the consequences that befall those who live 
according to the spirit with the consequences that befall those who 
live accordin11 to the flesh. See an expansion on this theme in Gal 5, 
16·25. 

8, 7: The sense is: those who live according to the sinful appetites 
(or who are ··carnal"' v. 8) are opposed to God. 

8, 9: Spiri1ual: literally, '"in the spirit,"' which probably means 
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10 the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But i 
Christ is in you, the body, it is true, is dead by reason of sir 

11 but the spirit is life by reason of justification. But if th 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells i 
you, then he who raised Jesus Christ from the dead wil. 
also bring to life your mortal bodies because of his Spin 
who dwells in yolL 

U A Solemn Warning Therefore, brethren, we are debtori 
not to the flesh, that we should live according to the llcsli 

13 I for if you live according to the flesh you will die; but i 
by the spirit you put to death the deeds of the flesh, yo1 
will live. 

14 The Faithful Sons of God For whoever are led by the 
n Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. Now you have 

not received a spirit of bondage so as to be again in fear, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons, b~ 

16 virtue of which we cry, "Abba! Father!" The Spirit himself 
17 gives testimony to our spirit that we are sons of God. But ii 

we are sons, we are heirs also: heirs indeed of God and 
joint heirs with Christ, provided, however, we suffer with 
him that we may also be glorified with him. 

18 Yearning of All Creation For I reckon that the sufferin~s 
of the present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

grace. The Spirit of God .• , the Spirit of Christ: both times, 
"Spirit" refers to the Holy Spirit. 

8, 10: The body, ii is true, is dead: destined for physical death 
because "sin" was introduced by Adam (5, 12) "but the spirit" (uf 
man renewed by grace, see 8, 1-11 n) gives spiritual life "by reason 
of justification." One opinion of this last phrase is: on account of 
justice conferred by God on man. 

8, 11: "'The Spirit"' (the Holy Spirit) of him (of God the Father;. 
He who: God the Father will bring our bodies to life at the end of 
the world. 

8, 13: You will die: an eternal death. You will live: an eternal 
life. 

8, 14: When Christians are guided by the Holy Spirit they become 
adopted sons of God. Here, and elsewhere, Paul means a real spiritual 
organic adoption, not a mere juridical one. 

8, 15: The fear of those who live under the Mosaic Law is replaced 
by the confidence of the Christian in the filial relationship with God. 
Adoption: not in a juridical sense but in a real supernatural sense. 
Abba: see Mk 14, 36 n. The confident use of "Father" reveals the 
working of the Holy Spirit within the Christian. 

8, 16: To our spirit: in Greek, "with our spirit." The Holy Spirit 
makes the Christians aware of being God's adopted sons. 
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19 glory to come that will be revealed in us. For the eager 
longing of creation awaits the revelation of the sons of 

20 God. For creation was made subject to vanity-not by 
its own will but by reason of him who made it subject-

21 in hope, I because creation itself also will be delivered from 
it& slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of 

u the sons of God. For we know that all creation groans and 
travails in pain until now. 

H Yearning of Human Beings And not only it, but we 
ourselves also who have the first-fruits of the Spirit-we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption 

24 as sons, the redemption of our body. For in hope were we 
saved. But hope that is seen is not hope. For how can a 

2' man hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

26 The Holy Spirit Aids Us But in like manner the Spirit 
also helps our weakness. For we do not know what we 

8, 19: Beginning with "cursed be the ground because of you ..• 
thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to you" in Gn 3, 17f, many 
OIJ Testament writers made nature re.echo the sentiments of man. 
They ma<le nature commiserate and at times rejoice with man from the 
time of his fall onward. In the same poetic vein, Paul metaphorically 
describes nature as rejoicing with man at the end of time, and he 
personifies nature as sympathizing with man who av,iaits the last day 
of joy and glory. 

8, 20-21: Man often used nature vainly, sinfully. Creation was made 
subject to vanity ("not by its own will, but by reason of him [God] 
who made it subject") by associating the destiny of nature with the 
destiny of man, according to the current biblical idea (see 8, 19 n). 
Continuing in this biblical strand, Paul describes nature as being 
"in hope" just as man is living in the hope given to him by God 
after Adam's fall. It is because of living in this hope that nature 
it>l'lf will be freed from the bondage of sinful abuse by man. Then 
nnture will share man's freedom, glory, and joy as it did in paradise 
before the fall. 

In this section and throughout the epistle, Paul focuses on the 
transformation of man and not of nature. The apostle does not teach 
here that nature will be changed at the end of the world. 

R, 22-H: All created things are in pain because of nature's bondage 
(v. 22) and all men join in sympathy with this woeful chorus (v. 23). 

H, H: The fir.rl·fruits of 1he Spiril: the Holy Spirit, the pre
eminent Easter gift. Redemp1ion of our body: bodily resurrection at 
the enJ of the world. 

H, 24-25: The Christian's complete salvation including bodily 
I resurrection is not yet accomplished ( v. 23) but he patiently hopes 
lfor it. 

I H, 26: The Holy Spirit helps the Christian to desire what he ought 
to, i.e., the full possession of God. 
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should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself plea 
27 for us with unutterable groanings. And he who searches t 

hearts knows what the Spirit desires, that he pleads f 
the saints according to God. 

2e God's Designs Now we know that for those who 10' 
God all things work together unto good, for those wh 

29 according to his purpose, are saints through his call. f, 
those whom he has foreknown he has also predestined to h 
come conformed to the image of his Son, that he shou 

30 be the firstborn among many brethren. And those who 
he has predestined, them he has also called; and tlm 
whom he has called, them he has also justified, and tho: 
whom he has justified, them he has also glorified. 

31 Unshakable Hope in God What then shall we say t 
32 these things? If Cod is for us, who is against us? I He wh 

has not spared even his own Son but has delivered him fc 

8, 27: He who se<>rches the he<>rls: God. A((ordinf. lo God: i 
conformity with God"s will. 

8, 28-39: Paul states in this passage what God"s will or role i 
in the work of salvation. 

8, 28-30: According to one interpretation, this difficult text treat 
of individual predestination. This interpretation distinguishes thes 
two groups: those who are predestined to be saved and those who ar 
not. Another interpretation understands this passage as treating not o 
individuals but of the one social Christian group that is alreJd· 
justi£ed and whose collaboration with God is tacitly supposeJ 
According to this opinion (Lyonnet), Paul envisages only one aspcc 
of salvation, namely, the role of God in his chain of acts that leaJ tc 
eternal life. Paul encourages the Christian community of Rome to per 
severe spiritually to the end. 

8, 28: Are saints through his ~<>II: through God"s initiative at th1 
beginning of the Christians· conversion. 

8, 29-30: These two verses speak of the chain of divine acts thal 
lead the Christian community to the glorious life after the manne1 
of the resurrected Christ. 

8, 29: Conformed to the im<>f.e of his Son: through filial adoption. 
The firstborn: from the resurrection. 

8, 30: Paul passes from the order of eternal intentions ( v. 29) to 
the order of realization in time. Them he has <>lso r.lorified: by 
making them eligible to attain a corporeal glorified body, or accord
ing to another opinion, he has also glorified them through sanctifyinB 
grace. 

8, 31-39: Paul"s diction in this passage (and in 1 Cor 13) rises 
to the heights of Plato"s in Phtaedrus (E. Norden, a critic of ancient 
literary sty le). 

8, 31: JV ho is against us?: who can harm us spiritually? 
8, 32: God's gift of his Son is a guarantee that God will give 

Christians all the means of salvation. 
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u9 all, how can he fail to grant us also all things with him? 
H I Who shall make accusation against the elect of ~od? It _is 
H God who justifies! I Who shall condemn? It ts Christ 

Jesus who died; yes and rose again, he who is at the right 
hand of God, who also intercedes for us! 

" Indomitable Love of Christ Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 

36 or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or the sword? Even as 
it is written, "For thy sake we are put to death all the day 
long. We are regarded as sheep for the slaughter." 

'7 But in all these things we overcome because of him who 
'B has loved us. For I am sure that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things 
19 to come, nor powers, I nor height, nor depth, nor any other 

creature will be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

V. THE PROBLEM OF THE REJECTION OF ISRAEL 

1 Paul Grieves for the Jews I speak the truth in Christ, I 
do not lie, my conscience bearing me witness in the Holy 

2 Spirit, I that I have great sadness and continuous sorrow 
3 in my heart. For I could wish to be anathema myself from 

8, 33·34: The general meaning is that Christians should not fear 
he loss of salvation because they have God who justifies and they 
1ave the resurrected Christ who intercedes for them. (There are 
•arious opinions on the explanation of the liner points of these verses.) 

R, 35-39: No obstacle will separate Christians from the love that 
:hrist has for them. (According to the modern view, this passage 
peaks of Christ"s love for Christians and not vice versa.) 

8, 36: The Christian·s Jove of Christ should be modeled according 
o that love expressed in Ps 4 3, 22. 

8, 37: Theu 1hing1: see v. 35. 
R, :IH-39: Paul lists the most mysterious and formidable powers of 

he create<l world. 
8, 39: Love of God ••• our Lord: the granite foundation of the 

:hristian's confidence is the love of God manifested through Christ 
he mediator. 

9-11: Since there is frequent mention in chs. 1--8 of the Jews' 
nilure to accept Christ, chs. 9-11 answer the logical question: are 
he Jews rejected? Paul answers that they are not definitively rejected 
•ut only partially and temporarily, till the Gentiles are converted. 

9, 3: Paul literally says that he would accept eternal separation from 
:hrist if this separation would help to save his fellow Israelites. Paul 
vidcntly uses the langual!e of love, not of theology. He means that he 
vould undergo any possible suffering to win the Jews for ChrisL 
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Christ for the sake of my brethren, who are my kinsme1 
4 according to the flesh; I who are Israelites, who have th1 

adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and th1 
' legislation and the worship and the promises; I who hav• 

the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the 
flesh, who is, over all things, God blessed forever, amen 

6 God's Election Depends on His Pree Choice It is nol 
that the word of God has failed. For they are not all lsta· 

7 elites who are sprung from Israel; I nor because they are th~ 
descendants of Abraham, are they all his children; but 
"Through Isaac shall thy posterity bear thy name." 

B That is to say, they are not sons of God who are the chil-
dren of the flesh, but it is the children of promise who are 

9 reckoned as posterity. For this is a word of promise: "About 
10 this time I will come and Sara shall have a son." And not 

she only; but also Rebecca, who conceived by one man, Isaac 

9, 4: Adoption as sons: see Ex 4, 23: "Israel is my son, my first
born." The xlory: see Ex 40, 34: "the glory of the Lord filled the 
Dwelling." The covenants: the covenant with Abraham was renewed 
with Isaac, Jacob, and Moses. The lexisiation: see Ex 20, lff. The 
worship: the true worship. The promises: a reference to salvation 
through the Messia. 

9, 5: The fathers: the patriarchs, bearers of the alliance. 
9, 6-12: Paul says: the Old Testament prophecies about the 

Messia and God's plans were not foiled because the physical des
cendants of Abraham did not in general accept Christ. On the 
contrary, the prophecies were fulfilled insofar as those Jews anJ 
Gentiles who accepted Christ may be considered spiritual descendants 
of Abraham. 

God's plan from the beginning was not to elect just the Jews for 
salvation, and only if they failed to elect the Gentiles. No, God always 
intended through his free choice, not through race or merit, the salva
tion of both Jews and Gentiles. Historically, however, God channeled 
his promises and teachings through the Jewish race. 

Paul illustrates God's free choice with two examples. The first 
example (vv. 7-8) comes from God's promise of a son to Abraham 
and Sara (Gn 21, 12; 18, 10). Even though Isaac and Ismael were 
the sons of Abraham, it did not follow that both were chosen to be 
heirs of the promises that God had made to Abraham. Isaac alone was 
chosen. He became the symbol of the children of promise. The second 
example (vv. 10·12) is: from Jacob and Esau, the twin sons of Isaac 
and Rebecca (Gn 25, 23f), God freely chose Jacob, "before the 
children had yet been born ... " (v. 11 ). (According to many modern 
scholars, Jacob and Esau in the story of Genesis are symbols of two 
races. See Gn 25, 23 n.) These two examples show that God freely 
chose the Jewish race that descended from Jacob, but not for any 
superiority over the Edomite race that descended from Esau. This 
free choice is illustrated in v. 13 by a quotation from Mal 1, 2: 
", •• Esau I have hated" (a Hebrew idiom for "loved less"). 
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11 our father; I for before the children had yet been born, or 
had done aught of good or evil, in order that the selective 

12 purpose of God might stand, I depending not on deeds, but 
on him who calls, it wa.s said to her, "The elder shall serve 

u the younger"; I a.s it is written, "Jacob I have loved, but Esau 
I have hated." 

14 God Is Nol Unjust What then shall we say? Is there in-
1' justice with God? By no means! I For he says to Moses, "I 

will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will show pity 
16 to whom I will show pity." So then there is question not of 

him who wills nor of him who runs, but of God showing 
17 mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very pur

pose I have raised thee up that I may show in thee my 
power, and that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth." 

1a Therefore he has mercy on whom he will, and whom he will 
he hardens. 

19 His Power and Glory Thou sayest to me: Why then does 
20 he still find fault? For who resists his will? 0 man, who art 

thou to reply to God? Does the object moulded say to him 
21 who moulded it: Why hast thou made me thus? Or is not 

the potter master of his clay, to make from the same mass one 
22 vessel for honorable, another for ignoble use? But what if 

God, wishing to show his wrath and to mak,e known his 
power, endured with much patience vessels of wrath, ready 

23 for destruction, I that he might show the riches of his glory 
upon vessels of mercy, which he has prepared unto glory- I 

9, 14-15: Has God been unjust in freely choosln.11, in the past and 
In the present, some Jews and many Gentiles? Just as God freely 
chose Moses and used Pharaoh accordin.11 to his plan (Ex 33, 19), 
so now God freely chooses few Jews and many Gentiles. 

9, 16: God's call does not depend on the will of man nor on his 
effort. 

9, 17: Pharaoh's resistance made God's power shine all the more 
brilliantly in the liberation of his people from Egyptian domination 
(see E:r 9, 16). 

9, 18: 1¥'hom he will he hardens: God did not cause Pharaoh to 
become a hardened sinner. It is characteristic of inspired writers to 
attribute everythin,11 to God without distinguishing what God causes 
from what he allows. 

9, 19: If a person in resistin.11 God's will thereby realizes God's 
will in some way, then why does God "find fault"? 

9, 20-21: Why hau thou made me thus?: the question is as ab
surd as that of a vase questioning its potter. 

9, 22-23: Paul returns to the idea explained in 9, 17 o. 
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24 even us whom he has called not only from among the Jews 
but also from among the Gentiles? 

2' Witness of the Old Testament As he says in Osee, "A 
people not mine I will call my people, and an unbeloved, be
loved, and her who had not obtained mercy, one who has 

26 obtained mercy. And it shall be in the place where it was 
said to them: you are not my people; there they shall be 
called sons of the living God." 

27 And Isaias cries out concerning Israel, "Though the num-
ber of the children of Israel are as the sands of the sea, the 

28 remnant shall be saved. For the Lord fulfills his word speedily 
in justice, because a speedy word will the Lord accomplish 
on earth." 

29 And as Isaias foretold, "Unless the Lord of Hosts had left 
us a posterity, we should have become as Sodom and should 
have been like Gomorrah." 

30 Jews' Refusal to Believe What then shall we say? That 
the Gentiles who were not pursuing justice have secured 

31 justice, but a justice that is from faith; I but Israel, by pur
suing a law of justice, has not attained to the law of justice. 

32 And why? Because they sought it not from faith, but as it 
were from works. For they stumbled at the stumbling-stone, 

33 as it is written, "Behold I lay in Sion a stumbling-stone auJ 
rock of scandal: and whoever believes in him shall not be 
disappointed.'' 

10 
1 Ignorance of the Justice of God Brethren, my heart's 

desire and my prayer to God is in their behalf unto their salva-
2 tion. For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, 

9, 24: Just as God chose the Jews in the past, so now he chooses 
some Jews and many Gentiles. 

9, 25-29: The incredulity of the Jews did not foil God"s plan be
cause he formed a new people, composed of the remnant of the Jews 
and of many Gentiles. Paul finds this foretold for the Gentiles in 
Osee 2, 24f and 1, 10 and for the Jews in ls 10, 22f and 1, 9. 

9, 30: What then shall we conclude about the many Gentile and 
few Jewi9h converts? /u11ice: moral and religious righteousness in 
relations with God. 

9, 33: The stumbling stone (Is 28, 16) was Yahweh who oc
~asioned_ the ruin for the rebellious Jews. Paul transposes Yahweh 
into Christ over whom the unbelieving Jews stumble. 

10, 2: Nol accordi11g lo knowledge: not according to proper en
lightenment. 
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3 but not according to knowledge; for, ignorant of the justice of 
God and seeking to establish their own, they have not sub· 

4 mitted to the justice of God. For Christ is the consummation 
of the Law unto justice for everyone who believes. 

' This Justice Comes throu$h Faith For Moses wrote that 
the man who does that justice which is of the Law shall live 

6 by it. But the justice that is of faith says, "'Do not say in 
thy heart: Who shall ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring 

7 down Christ); I "or, Who shall descend into the abyss?" 
8 (that is, to bring up Christ from the dead). But what 

does it say? "The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy 
heart'" (that is, the word of faith, which we preach). 

!I For if thou confess with thy mouth that Jesus is the Lord, 
and believe in thy heart that God has raised him from the 

10 dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart a man be· 
lieves unto justice, and with the mouth profession of faith 

II is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, "Whoever 
12 believes in him shall not be disappointed.'" For there is 

no distinction between Jew and Greek, for there is the same 
H Lord of all, rich towards all who call upon him. "For who· 

ever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.'" 

14 Refusal to Believe the Gospel How then are they to call 
upon him in whom they have not believed? But how are 
they to believe him whom they have not heard? And how 

10, 3: ]11J1i'8 of God: pardon for sins and a Life of intimacy with 
God. The Jews tried to establish their own justice by observing the 
Mosaic Law. They did not feel the need of a Savior. To confess their 
sins and admit their moral weaknesses seemed like stooping to the 
level of pagan sinners. 

I 0, 4: The sense here is that Christ is both the term for and the 
purpose of the Mosaic Law because it is completed in him toward 
whom it was oriented. 

10, 5: The Jews believed that observance of the Mosaic Law 
guaranteed a li(e of friendship with God. 

10, 6-R: Paul quotes Dt 30, 12-14 which says that it is not diffi
cult to observe God's law. One need not seek the law in the skies 
nor in the abyss, for it is near at hand. The apostle substitutes the 
law in this Deuteronomic passage with justice through faith in Jesus. 
This justice is not something that must be brought down from ·heav
en or brought up from the abyss because Christ has already de
scended from heaven nod he has risen from the dead. In other words, 
the actions needed to attain justice through faith have already been 
carried out by Jesus through his incarnation, death, and resurrection. 
Hence, it is easy to acquire justice through faith. 

10, 11: See Is 28, 16. 
10, 13: See JI 2, 32. 
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u are they to hear, if no one preaches? And how are men to 
preach unless they be sent? As it is written, "How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace; of 
those who bring glad tidings of good things!" 

16 But all did not obey the gospel. For Isaias says, "Lord, 
who has believed our report?" 

17 Faith then depends on hearing, and hearing on the word 
1e of Christ. I But I say: Have they not heard? Yes, indeed, 

"Their voice has gone forth into all the earth, and their 
words unto the ends of the world." 

19 But I say: Has not Israel known? First of all, Moses says, 
"I will provoke you to jealousy of those who are not a nation; 
I will stir you to anger against a senseless nation." 

20 Then Isaias dares to say, "I was found by those who did 
not seek me; I appeared openly to those who made no 
inquiry of me." 

21 But to Israel he says, "All the day long I stretched out my 
hand to a people unbelieving and contradicting." 

11 
1 A Remnant of the Jews Will Be Saved I say then: Has 

God cast off his people? By no means! For I also am an 
Israelite of the posterity of Abraham, of the tribe of 

2 Benjamin. God has not cast off his people whom he fore
knew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the ac
count of Elias, how he lodges complaint with God against 

3 Israel? "Lord, they have slain thy prophets, they have 
razed thy altars; and I only am left, and they are seeking 
my life." 

4 But what does the divine answer say to him? "I have left 
for myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed their 
knees to Baal." 

' Even so, then, at the present time there is a remnant 

10, 15: See Is 52, 7 n. Who prea<h the gospel of·pea<e: not in 
the Greek text. 

10, 16: See Is 53, 1. 
10, 18: See Ps 18, 5. 
10, 19: See Dt 32, 21. 
10, 20-21: See Is 65, 1-2. 
11, 1-5: Although many more Gentiles than Jews accepted Christ, 

God has not completely rejected his people. For instance, Paul him
self is ··an Israelite." Besides. the few Jewish converts made the situ
ation in those days resemble the circWnstances at the time of Elias 
when there remained only a remnant of faithful followers (3 Kgs 
19, 10; 19, 18). 
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6 left, selected out of grace. And if out of grace, then not 
in virtue of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. 

7 Witness of the Scriptures What then? What Israel was 
seeking after, that it has not obtained; but the chosen have 

a obtained it, and the rest have been blinded, I as it is written, 
"God has given them a spirit of stupor until this present day, 
eyes that they may not see, and ears that they may not hear." 

9 And David says, "Let their table become a snare and a trap 
10 and a stumbling-block and a recompense unto them; I let 

their eyes be darkened that they may not see, and let them 
bow their backs always." 

11 lsrtJel' s PtJ/I the Gentiles' StJlvtJtion I say then: have they 
so stumbled as to fall? By no means! But by their offense 
salvation has come to the Gentiles, that they may be jealous 

12 of them. Now if their offense is the riches of the world, and 
their decline the riches of the Gentiles, how much more their 
full number! 

B The Gentiles Must Be Humble For I say to you Gentiles: 
As long, indeed, as I am an apostle of the Gentiles, I will 

11, 6: 01herwi1e gra<e ii no longer grace: what one merilll from 
work cannot simultaneously be a free gift 

11, 7-10: Only a few chosen Jews out of all Israel have obtained 
God's justice through faith in Christ. 

11, 8: Nol Jee . . . no/ hear: Paul adapts a quote (partly from 
ls 29, I 0 and partly from Dt 29, 4) to signify that the miracles and 
preaching of Christ and the apostles did not iropress the mass of 
Jews. 

11, 9-10: Adapting Ps 68, 22-23, Paul makes the "table" a symbol 
of the religious benefits of scripture and of cultic rites which, more 
joyfully possessed, now become "a trap and a snare" for the Jews 
~ince they did not lead them to Christ as they should have. Similar 
to people who have fallen headlong into a trap, their eyes are "dark
ened" and they are groping about to find their way. 

II, 11-12: "So stumbled as to fall" with no hope of recovery? The 
Jewish rdusal to accept Christ ("offense") was most probably con
ducive to large-scale conversions from among the pagans. The pagan 
saw dearly that the Christian was different from the Jew, for they op
posed each other so bitterly. Had the vast majority of the first con
verts come from among the Jews, the Gentiles would have received 
the impression that Christ's religion was just another form of Judaism. 
But it turned out that the Gentile converts were more numerous. 
The unconverted Jews may, therefore, become "jealous" of former 
pagans who claimed all the riches of Judaism (Yahweh, scripture, 
the patriarchs). If the Jews prove truly "jealous" and come to be 
converted, they will enrich the Gentiles even more because of their 
renowned "zeal for God" (10, 2), 
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14 honor my mm1stry, I in the hope that I may provoke to 
jealousy those who are my flesh, and may save some of 

1' them. For if the rejection of them is the reconciliation of 
the world, what will the reception of them be but life 

16 from the dead? Now if the first handful of the dough is 
holy, so also is the lump of dough; and if the root is holy, 

17 so also are the branches. But if some of the branches have 
been broken off, and if thou, being a wild olive, art grafted 
in their place, and hast become a partaker of the stem and 

18 fatness of the olive tree, I do not boast against the branches. 
But if thou dost boast, still it is not thou that supportest 

19 the stem, but the stem thee. Thou wilt say, then, "Branches 
20 were broken off that I might be grafted in." True, but 

they were broken off because of unbelief, whereas thou by 
21 faith standest. Be not high-minded, but fear. I For if God 

has not spared the natural branches, perhaps he may not 
22 spare thee either. See, then, the goodness and the severity 

of God: his severity towards those who have fallen, but 
the goodness of God towards thee if thou' abidest in his 
goodness; otherwise thou also wilt be cut off. 

23 Israel Can Yet Be Saved And they also, if they do not 
continue in unbelief, will be grafted in; for God is able to 

11, 15: Life from the dead: many interpreters understand that the 
conversion of the mass of Jews will be the signal for the resurrectiun 
from the dead and the end of the world. The majority of these inter· 
preters believe that the time interval between the conversion and the 
end of the world will be close. They point to the parallelism in v. I~ 
as an argument. If the rejection of the Jews occasioned the immediate 
conversion of many Gentiles (see 11, 11-12 n) then Paul must mean 
that there will also be a brief time interval between the conversion and 
the end of the world. However, many other scholars hold that the 
time interval between the conversion of the Jews and the end of the 
world is most vague. 

11, 16: The first handful of the dough is holy, so also is the /umr 
of dough: some suggested meanings of this comparison are: the first 
Jewish converts; Jesus; the patriarchs, especially Abraham. The main 
argument for the third interpretation is that the patriarchs explain 
best the metaphor of ""root" in the second comparison (""if the root 
is holy, so also are the branches""). The ""lump of dough" and ""the 
branches" are metaphors for the Jewish people. 

11, 17: If ""some"" of the Jews have not been converted and Gen
tiles have replaced them, let not the Gentiles boast. Pa~!, treading 
softly, says '"some·· for the mass of Jews. 
. 11, 1~: ~he tree on which the Gentiles are grafted has its roots 
1ll Israel s history not m Gentile history. 

11, 23: They: the incredulous Jews. 
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24 graft them back. For if thou hast been cut off from the 
wild olive tree which is natural to thee, and contrary to 
nature, hast been grafted into the cultivated olive tree, how 
much more shall these, the natural branches, be grafted 
into their own olive treel 

2' Isrde/'s PintJI Conversion For I would not, brethren, have 
you ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in 
your own conceits, that a partial blindness only has befallen 
Israel, until the full number of the Gentiles should enter, 

26 and thus all Israel should be saved, as it is written, "There 
will come out of Sion the deliverer and he will turn away 

27 impiety from Jacob; I and this is my covenant with them, 
when I shall take away their sins." 

2e In view of the gospel, they are enemies for your sake; but 
in view of the divine choice, they are most dear for the 

29 sake of the fathers. For the gifts and the call of God 
are without repentance. 

'o Ulti"'4te Triumph of God's Mercy For as you also at 
one time did not believe God, but now have obtained mercy 

11, 24: If God has engrafted in the cultivated olive tree the 
branches of a wild olive tree (the Gentiles), he will more easily en
graf t in the cultivated olive tree its own natural branches (the uncon
verted Jews). In this section on the engrafting of branches, Paul is 
not concerned about speaking accurately of botanical fact!. 

11, 25·26: See the same teaching in Ap 11, 13 o. My1tery: the 
future conversion of the Jews. Wi1e in yo11r own tonteit1: lest you 
proudly think that God has abandoned Israel and is exclusively 
concerned with the Gentiles. A ptJrlial bliruineJJ only ha.J befallen 
1Jrael: at Paul"s time the ""partial blindness" affected the majority 
(see 11, 17 n). Until the f11ll n11mber ... l1rael 1ho11/d be Javed: 
after the conversion of the generality of Gentiles (not every indi
vidual Gentile) the J!Cllerality of the Jews will be converted (not 
every individual Jew). Nothing is stated as to the duration of the 
time interval between these two general conversions (compare 11, 
15 n). 

11, 26·27: Through the combined quotation of Is 59, 20f and 27, 
9, Paul says that the conversion of the Jews will be the effect of the 
Messi•s coming thJough his Church. 

11, 28: The manner in which the Jews rejected the Gospel made 
them enemies of God "for your sake," i.e., their rejection of the 
Gospel has temporarily fostered the conversion of Gentiles (see 11, 
11·12 n). Yet, by "divine choice" the Jews remain God"s chosen 
people because of the "fathers," i.e., the patriarchs. (This verse con
firms the interpretation as explained in 11, 16 n.) 

11. 29: God's gifts and his invitation are irrevocable. God invited 
the Jews into his kingdom and into it they must some day enter. 

11, 30·31: Did not belie111 God: in Greek "were disobedient to 
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31 by reason of their unbelief, I so they too have not now 
believed by reason of the mercy shown you, that they too 

32 may obtain mercy. For God has shut up all in unbelief, that 
he may have mercy upon all 

33 God's Ways Unsearchable Oh, the depth of thedches of 
the wisdom and of the knowledge of God! How mcomprc-

34 hensible are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways! 
For "Who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been 

3~ his counsellor? Or who has first given to him, that recompense 
should be made him?"' 

36 For from him and through him and unto him are all 
things. To him be the glory forever, amen. 

II. MORAL 

THE DUTIES OF CHRISTIANS 

12 
l Conclusion of the Foregoing I exhort you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercy of God, to present your bodies as 
a sacrifice, living, holy, pleasing to God-your spiritual 

2 service. And be not conformed to this world, but be trans
formed in the newness of your mind, that you may discern 
what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

God."' Unbelief: in Greek, "disobedience."' The Greek of v. 31 reads: 
'"So also now they (the Jews) have not obeyed by reason of your 
(obtaining) mercy in order that they (the Jews) may later obtain 
mercy."" 

V. 30 says that Jewish disobedience, i.e., their refusal to accept 
Christ was conducive to making converts from the Gentiles (see 1 l, 
11-12 n). Inversely, God's me;cy toward the Gentiles has occasioned 
further disobedience among the Jews (v. 31 ). 

11, 32: Jews and Gentiles have disbelieved. 
11, 33-36: In the plan of divine Providence, man's disbelief ended 

with God"s mercy. It is this consoling truth that causes Paul to pour 
out praises to God. 

12, 1 ff: The moral part of this epistle is not as well developed 
and connected as the preceding dogmatic section ( chs. 1-11). 

12, 1: As a sacrifice ... service: an alternate translation: "as a 
living sacrilice, holy and pleasing to God which is your spiritual 
service." 

12, 1-2: A Christian's life should be a sacrifice offered to God. A 
Christian's mind should be transformed to know what is pleasing 
and acceptable to Goel 
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3 Humility and Concord By the grace that has been given to 
me, I say to each one among you: let no one rate himself 
more than he ought, but Jet him rate himself according to 
moderation, and according as God has apportioned to 

4 each one the measure of faith. For just as in one body 
we have many members, yet all the members have not the 

' same function, I so we, the many, are one body in Christ, 
6 but severally members one of another. But we have gifts 

differing according to the grace that has been given us, such 
as prophecy to be used according to the proportion of faith; 

7 I or ministry, in ministering; or he who teaches, in teach-
a ing; I he who exhorts, in exhorting; he who gives, in 

simplicity; he who presides, with carefulness; he who shows 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 

9 Fraternal Charity Let love be without pretense. Hate what 
10 is evil, hold to what is good. Love one another with 
II fraternal charity, anticipating one another with honor. Be not 
12 slothful in zeal; be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, I rejoic-

ing in hope. Be patient in tribulation, persevering in prayer. 
B.14 Share the needs of the saints, practising hospitality. Bless 
ll those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice 
16 with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. Be 

of one mind towards one another. Do not set your mind 
on high things but condescend to the lowly. Be not wise 

17 in your own conceits. To no man render evil for evil, 
but provide good things not only in the sight of God, 

12, 3: By 1he f.race: of the apostolate. Measure of failh: probably 
charismatic gifts and graces. 

12, 4-~: See 1 Cor 12, 12-30 for an elaboration of this comparison. 
12, 6-8: Each Christian should use his spiritual gift as well as 

possible, yet never forget that these gifts have been granted to him 
by God. 

12, 6: Prophecy: see 1 Cor 12, 10 n, Auordinl/, to ••• fai1h: 
the general meaning is clear: the gift of prophecy should not be 
.huseJ. One interpretation of the specific meaning of this phrase is: 
let th~ prophet make use of accepted Christian teachings lest his 
preaching become adulterated by exaggerations or misrepresentations. 

12, 7: Minislry: not only the office of deacon but all types of ser
vices. TeacherS see 1 Cor 12, 8. 

12, R: Exhorts: the preacher's work is not absolutely distinct from 
that. of the teacher (v. 7) nor is the work of the one who gives 
charitably absolutely distinct from the one who performs acts of 
mercy. Presides: probably someone with administrative duties. 

12, 14: Compare Lk 6, 28, "Bless those who curse you ..• ," 
12, 17: Not only in ths Sil/,ht of God but also: not in the Greek. 
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18 but also in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as far 
19 as in you lies, be at peace with all men. Do not avenge 

yourselves, beloved, but give place to the wrath, for it is 
written, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord." 

20 But "If thy enemy is hungry, give him food; if he is 
thirsty, give him drink; for by so doing thou wilt heap 
coals of fire upon his head." 

21 Be not overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

13 
1 Obedience Let everyone be subject to the higher au

thorities, for there exists no authority except from God, 
2 and those who exist have been appointed by God. Therefore 

he who resists the authority resists the ordinance of Go<l; 
and they that resist bring on themselves condemnation. 

~ For rulers are a terror not to the good work but to the evil. 
Dost thou wish, then, not to fear the authority? Do what is 

4 good and thou wilt have praise from it. For it is Go<l's 
minister to thee for good. But if thou dost what is evil, 
fear, for not without reason does it carry the sword. For 
it is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him 

' who does evil. Wherefore you must needs be subject, not 
only because of the wrath, but also for conscience' sake. 

6 For this is also why you pay tribute, for they are the min-

Bui provide good things in 1he sight of a/J men: the Greek probably 
means "consider all men honorably." 

12, 19: An individual should not take revenge on someone under 
the pretext that he is executing God's sentence. The quotation is 
freely given from Dt 32, 35. 

12, 20: The Christian's type of vengeance should be kindness. 
Coals ... upon his head: see annotation in Prv 25, 22a. This oh
scure expression means that the Christian's kindness will cause the 
enemy to be embarrassed. 

13, lff: This calm sympathetic treatment of the Christian's duties 
toward civil authorities was written before the great Roman persecu
tions began. Ultimately, all civil authority is subject to God, says 
Paul; but, within the framework of the prevalent idea that the Roman 
emperor received his power from the prople whom he represented, 
Paul correctly supposed that the ruling authorities, even though tht'}' 
were pagans, had nonetheless the common good in mind. The apostle, 
however, does not consider the related complicated problem of what 
people should do when a tyrant abuses his power. 

13, 1: See 1 Pt 2, 13-14. 
13, 4: Sword: the Roman symbol of supreme authority. The jus 

gladii meant the power over life and death. 
13, 5: Paul encourages obedience because it is according to God's 

will ("'for conscience' sake'') since the civil power is legitimate. 
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7 isters of God, serving unto this very end. Render to all 
men whatever is their due; tribute to whom tribute is due; 
taxes to whom taxes are due; fear to whom fear is due; 
honor to whom honor is due. 

e Charity a Social Duty Owe no man anything except to 
love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has ful-

9 filled the Law. For "Thou shalt not commit adultery; thou 
shalt not kill; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not covet"; 
and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up 
in this saying, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 

10 Love does no evil to a neighbor. Love therefore is the ful-
fillment of the Law. 

n The Spirit of Christ And this do, understanding the time, 
for it is now the hour for us to rise from sleep, because 
now our salvation is nearer than when we came to believe. 

12 The night is far advanced; the day is at hand. Let us there
fore lay aside the works of darkness, and put on the armor 

H of light. Let us walk becomingly as in the day, not in revelry 
and drunkenness, not in debauchery and wantonness, not 

14 in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
a.s for the flesh, take no thought for its lusts. 

13, 7: Compare Mt 22, 21. 
13, B: Next to the fulfillment of civil obligations the Christian 

still had to fulfill obligations of charity. Neif!,hbor: notice how the 
New Testament insists on the love of neighbor in the concrete, not 
on humanity in the abstract. , 

13, 9: See Ex 20, 13-17. 
13, lOa: A Christian is at least always obliged to live so as not 

to harm his neighbor. 
13, lOb: The complete fulfillment of the Law is the love of neigh

bor which, for Paul, is presumably joined with the love of God as 
expressed in Mk 12, 29· 31. 

13, 11: This verse is often interpreted as a reference to Christ's 
second coming. Others believe that Paul refers to the Messianic era 
a.. coextensive with the life of the Church on earth. According to the 
second opinion, the apostle exhorts the Christiar;is to live spiritually. 

13, 12: The '111!,hl: not the era before Chnst but probably the 
period of sin. The "day" of eternal salvation is near. The workI of 
dtJrkneII: sins. Armor of lif!,hl: good works (see Eph 6, 1311). 

13, 13: See I, 28-31 non the list of vices . 
. 1 ~· 13-14:. These two verses played a decisive role in St. Augus

tines conversion ( ConfeIIiom VIII, 12). 
13, 14: Put on •.. Chri11: make your actions reflect Christ's 

presence within you (see Gal 3, 27 n). F/eih: Paul does not urge 
neglect of the body but a disregard for the flesh insofar as it is the 
source of evil tendencies. 
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14 
1 Mutual Forbearance But him who is weak in faith, re-
2 ceive, without disputes about opinions. For one believes that 

he may eat all things; but he who is weak, let him eat 
! vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who does not 

eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; 
4 for God has received him. Who art thou to judge another's 

servant? To his own lord he stands or falls; but he will 
' stand, for God is able to make him stand. For one esteems 
6 one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let 

everyone be convinced in his own mind. I He who regards 
the day, regards it for the Lord; and he who eats, eats for the 

7 Lord, for he gives thanks to God. And he who does not eat, 
abstains for the Lord, and gives thanks to God. For none of us 

8 lives to himself, and none dies to himself; I for if we live, we 
live to the Lord, or if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, 

5' whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end 
Christ died and rose again, that he might be Lord both of 

10 the dead and of the living. But thou, why dost thou judge 
thy brother? Or thou, why dost thou despise thy brother? For 

11 we shall all stand at the judgment-seat of God; I for it is 

14, 1-15, 13: The apostle speaks of two groups, the "weak in 
faith" and the strong. The "weak" did not doubt the truths of the 
Gospel. They merely lacked mature understanding. They refused to 
eat meat (14, 2), drink wine (14, 21), and they observed certain 
days as fast days or holy days (Sabbaths?). See 14, 5. 

Scholars dispute whether the "weak" were converts from an ascetic 
sect of Judaism or converts from pagan mystery religions. The com
mon opinion holds for converts from Judaism mainly because of the 
technical word used for "unclean" food ( 14, 4). Regardless of their 
identity, Paul does not condemn the converts' practices in themselves 
but advises against these practices because they lead to discord in the 
Christian community (14, 13-23). 

14, 1: Paul asks the "strong," who easily understand that no 
food is of itself forbidden, to welcome the "weak" but not for dis
putes. 

14, 3: Let not the "strong" despise the "weak" because of their 
poor understanding and their conservatism, and let not the "weak" 
condemn the "strong" because of their irreverence toward food. 

14, 4: Paul tells the "weak" not to criticize the "strong," for it is 
up to the Lord to judge whether his servant (the "strong") succeeds 
or fails. 

14, 5: See 14, 1-15, 13 n. The important point is that everyone 
should follow his own conviction. 

14, 7-8: A Christian's entire life, and even his death, should be 
dedicated to Christ. 

14, 9: Jesus died to be ruler over those on earth and in heaven. 
14, 11: See Is 45, 23f. 
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written, "As I Jive, says the Lord, to me every knee shall 
bend, and every tongue shall give praise to God." 

12 Charity and Peace Therefore every one of w will render 
U an account for himself to God. Therefore let us no longer 

judge one another, but rather judge this, that you should not 
14 put a stumbling-block or a hindrance in your brother's way. I 

know and am confident in the Lord Jesus that nothing is of 
itself unclean; but to him who regards anything as unclean, 

n to him it is unclean. If, then, thy brother is grieved because 
of thy food, no longer dost thou walk according to charity. 

16 Do not with thy food destroy him for whom Christ died. Let 
17 not, then, our good be reviled. For the kingdom of God does 

not consist in food and drink, but in justice and peace and 
18 joy in the Holy Spirit; J for he who in this way serves 
19 Christ pleases God and is approved by men. Let us, then, 

follow after the things that make for peace, and let us safe-
20 guard the things that make for mutual edification. Do not 

for the sake of food destroy the work of God! All things 
indeed are clean; but a thing is evil for the man who eats 

21 through scandal. It is good not to eat meat and not to drink 
wine, nor to do anything by which thy brother is offended or 

22 scandalized or weakened. J Thou hast faith. Keep it to thy
self before God. Blessed is he who does not condemn himself 

2~ by what he approves. But he who hesitates, if he eats, is 
condemned, because it is oot from faith; for all that is not 
from faith is sin. 

15 
1 Self-Denial and Patience Now we, the strong, ought to 

bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
2 Let every one of you please his neighbor by doing good, for 

14, 16: DeJ/roy: cause disaster. Our 11.ood: more probably in 
Greek, "you.r good," i.e., let not your eating food, which is a good 
act, be despised. . 

14, 20: Deuroy the work of God: see "destroy" in 14, 16 n. 
Who ta/1 1hrouxh Jca11dal: probably means "gives scandal by eating." 

14, 22: Everyone should follow his own conscience ("faith"). The 
"strong" does wrong if he scandalizes others by eating certain foods; 
the "weak" does wrong if he does not eat certain foods out of human 
respect. 

14, 23: Every act is sinful that is done with a bad conscience. 
15, 1-33: Only few critics, with insufficient reasons, claim that 

ch. I 5 did not originally form part of Romans, 
15, 2: Of you: in Greek, "of us." 
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3 his edification; I for Christ did not please himself, but as it 
is written, "The reproaches of those who reproach thee have 
fallen upon me." 

4 For whatever things have been written have been written 
for our instruction, that through the patience and the con

' solation afforded by the Scriptures we may have hope. May 
then the God of patience and of comfort grant you to be 
of one mind towards one another according to Jesus Christ; I 

6 that, one in spirit, you may with one mouth glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 Mercy Wherefore receive one another, even as Christ has 
8 received you to the honor of God. For I say that Christ Je· 

sus has been a minister of the circumcision in order to show 
God's fidelity in confirming the promises made to our fa

ll thers, I but that the Gentiles glorify God because of his 
mercy, as it is written, "Therefore will I praise thee among 
the Gentiles, and will sing to thy name." 

10 And again he says, "Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people." 
11 And again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; and sing 

his praises, all you peoples." 
12 And again Isaias says, "There shall be the root of Jesse, 

and he who shall arise to rule the Gentiles ••• in him the 
Gentiles shall hope." 

13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, that you may abound in hope and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

15, 3: Paul quotes Ps 68, 10 to show that Christ's example is in 
harmony with revelation. 

15, 8-9: In dedicating himself to the Jews ("minister of circum
cision"), Christ showed God's loyalty in fulfilling the promises of 
assistance and salvation made to the patriarchs (v. 8). Christ's invita
tion to the Gentiles, to whom no promises had been made, shows 
God's mercy and glory (v. 9). 

15, 9-12: Paul sees in scripture the conversion of the Gentiles and 
their praising of God's mercy. 

15, 9: See Ps 17, 50. 
15, 10: See Dt 32, 43. 
15, 11: See Ps 116, 1. 
15, 12: See Is 11, 10. 
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14 Apostle of the Gentiles Now I for my part, my breth· 
1c:n, am convinced with regard to you that you yourselves are 
full of love, filled with all knowledge, so that you are able 

u to admonish one another. But I have written to you rather 
boldly here and there, brethren-as it were to refresh your 
memory-because of the grace that has been given me by 

16 God, I that I should be a minister of Christ Jesus to the 
Gentiles; sanctifying the gospel of God, that the offering up 
of the Gentiles may become acceptable, being sanctified by 

17 the Holy Spirit. I have therefore this boast in Christ Jesus 
18 as regards the work of God. For I do not make bold to 

mention anything but what Christ has wrought through me to 
bring about the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and deed, 

19 I with mi8hty signs and wonders, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, so that from Jerusalem round about as far as Illyri-

20 cum I have completed the evangelization of Christ. But I have 
not preached this gospel where Christ has already been 
named, lest I might build on another man"s foundation; but 

21 even as it is written, "They who have not been told uf him 
shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand." 

22 St. Paul's Plans This is why I was hind~red these many 
H times from coming to you. But now, having no more work in 

these parts, and having had for many years a great desire to 
24 come to you, I when I set out for Spain I hope to see you 

as I pass through (and by you to be sped on my way there), 
2' having first enjoyed being with you for a while. Now, how-

n, 14: Knowledge: instruction about the faith. 
n, 16: Sanctifying the gospel: or, "in the priestly service of the 

Gospd."" 
D, 19: lllyricum: the Roman province on the Adriatic Sea (the 

western section of modern Yugoslavia). 
15,. .2_1: Paul quotes Is 5~ • .15 to support his missionary method 

of visiting nties where a m1ss1onary other than Paul had first intro
duced Christ's Gospel to their inhabitants. 

15, 22-29: According to Acts 21-28, Paul's plans were completely 
changed because he was a prisoner when he arrived in Rome. 

15, 25: See 1 Cor 16. 4 n. 
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ever, I will set out for Jerusalem to mmISter to the saint~ 
26 For Macedonia and Achaia have thought it well to make 
27 contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 5, 

it has pleased them, and their debtors they are. For if th 
Gentiles have shared in their spiritual blessings, they shoul1 

28 also minister to them in material things. Therefore, when 
have completed this, and have delivered to them the proceeds 

29 I will set out by way of you for Spain. And I know tha 
when I come to you. I shall come with the fullness of Christ" 
blessing. 

30 Request for Prdyers Now I exhort you. brethren, througl 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and through the charity of the Spirit 

31 that you help me by your prayers to God for me, I that 
may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and tha1 
the offering of my service may be acceptable to the saints ir 

32 Jerusalem; I that I may come to you in joy, by the will ol 
33 God, and may be refreshed with yo1L Now the God of peace 

be with you all. Amen. 

16 
1 CommendaJion of Phoebe But I commend to you Phoebe, 
2 our sister, who is in the ministry of the church at Cenchrae, 

that you may receive her in the Lord as becomes saints, and 
that you may assist her in whatever business she may have 
need of yo1L For she too has assisted many, including myself. 

I Greetings lo Individudls Greet Prisca and Aquila, my help· 

15, 27: Spiritual blessinxs: the tradition which formed the basi! 
of the later written Gospels. 

15, 28: The New Testament does not mention again this projected 
trip to Spain. There is no positive evidence that Paul ever visited 
Spain. The opinion of a few critics seems most unlikely that Paul s 
purpose in writing to the Romans was to secure financial aid for his 
Spanish mission, since this purpose is mentioned for the first time in 
this ~ge. Besides, Paul customarily does not ask for much of 
anything to establish a new mission. 

15, 31: Unbelievers in /udu: Paul's fears were well founded 
(see Acts 21, 27£1'). 

16, 1·2: Paul asks that Phoebe be helped when she arrives in 
Rome. It is conjectured that she delivered Paul's letter. In the min
istry: literally, a "minister." Has assisted: literally, "became a bene
factress.'' The precise meaning of both titles is disputed. Phoebe is 
mentioned in the Roman martyrology (September 3). 

16, 3-16: Paul sends greetings to twenty-six individual Christians 
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4 ers in Christ Jesus, I who for my life have risked their own 
necks. To them not only I give thanks but also all the 

' churches of the Gentiles. Greet also the church that is in 
their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the fust-

6 fruits of Asia to Christ. Greet Mary who has labored much 
7 among you. Greet Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen and 

my fellow-prisoners, who are distinguished among the 
A apostles, who also were in Christ before me. Greet Amplia-
9 tus, beloved to me in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our helper 

to in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. Greet Apelles, approved 
11 in Christ. Greet the members of Aristobulus' household. 

Greet Herodion, my kinsman. Greet the members of Narcissus' 
12 household who are in the Lord. Greet Tryphaena and Try· 

phosa who labor in the Lord. Greet the beloved Persis who 
B has labored much in the Lord. Greet Rufus, the elect in the 
14 Lord, and her who is his mother and mine. Greet Asyncritus, 

Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren who 
1' are with them. Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his 

sister, and Olympias, and all the saints who are with them. 
16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of 

Christ greet you. 

17 Warning to Trouble-makers Now I exhort you, brethren, 
that you watch those who cause dissensions and scandals con
trary to the doctrine that you have learned, and a void them. 

18 For such do not serve Christ our Lord but their own belly, 
and by smooth words and flattery deceive the hearts of the 

19 simple. For your submission to the faith has been published 
everywhere. I rejoice therefore over you. Yet I would have 
you wise as to what is good, and guileless as to what is evil. 

20 But the God of peace will speedily crush Satan under your 
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(eight or nine among them women) and to two families in Rome. 
The apostle may have known some just by hearsay, and some may 
have been only social friends. Many of the names appear in the 
Roman martyrology. Archeologists have found many of these names 
but identification with the friends of Paul has not been established. 
Since some interpreters /ind it difficult to imagine how Paul could 
~ave known so many people in Rome without ever having been there, 
11 IS con1ectured that this list belonged to the letter of the Ephesians. 

16, 3: See Acts 18, vv. 2 and 26 . 
. 16, ~: Church: some commentators believe the church groups men

tmneJ here were the beginnings of parish organizations. 
16, 17·18: The description is too general to identify the false 

teachers. 
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21 Greetings from Corinth Timothy, my fellow-laborer, 
greets you, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kins· 

22 men. I, Tertius, who have written this epistle, greet you in the 
23 Lord. Gaius, my host, and the host of the whole church, 

greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer, and Quartus, our 
24 brother, greet you. [May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all, amen.] 

25 Doxology Now to him who is able to strengthen you in 
accordance with my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery which has been 

26 kept in silence from eternal ages, I which is manifested now 
through the writings of the prophets according to the precept 
of the eternal God, and made known to all the Gentiles to 

27 bring about obedience to faith-to the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ, be honor forever and ever. Amen. 



THE 

FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL 

TO THE CORINTHIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

Prom the structure of this epistle it is easy to surmise that Paul 
wrote in reply to a series of questioru. (See the main divisioru of the 
epistle below.) While at Ephesus, the apostle received members of 
the Corinthian church who brought him these questioru ( 1, 11). 

Very few modern critics seriously contest Paul's authorship. The 
unity of the epistle, however, is a subject of more controversy. Yet, 
most scholars, though they admit the possibility that the epistle was 
pieced together, seem content to i:ead it as a unit. The date of its 
writing is commonly given as about 57 A.O. 

Corinth was already an ancient city in the apostle's day. It was 
fowided in the nineteenth century B.C. In classical times it flourished 
as a center of art and commerce. Its daughter colonies were sprinkled 
all over the Mediterranean Basin. The Romans leveled Corinth to the 
ground in 146 B.C. Julius Caesar rebuilt it with Italian colonists in 
44 B.C. (Many of Paul's converts bad Roman names, e.g., Crispus, 
Lucius.) 

Corinth became the capital of Acbaia in 27 B.C. Although Athens 
remained superior as an intellectual and cultural center, Corinth 
emerged as a superior political and commercial center. 

The city was flanked by a seaport ( Cencbrae) in the east, and by 
another (Lechaeum) in the west. This internatfonal city of 600,000 
became a melting pot of many peoples who brought their own reli
gions with them. It was not astonishing, therefore, that new Corinth 
continued its notorious reputation since classical times as a depraved 
city. The city's reputation was epitomized in the proverbial saying, 
"to live like a Corinthian," which meant to live like a libertine. 

This "Vanity Pair" of antiquity was the city wherein Paul intro
duced Christianity. His mission there lasted for eighteen months. The 
converts were mostly from the ~ntiles (1 Cor 12, 2), only some 
were from the Jews ( 1 Cor 7, 18). The majority of the Christians 
came from the poor classes, the upper classes were less represented 
(1 Cor 1, 26-28). 

Main divisions of the First Epistle to the Corinthians are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-10 
2. Party Spirit, 1, 11--4, 21 

Moral DisordBr! 
3. The Incestuous Man, 5, 1-13 
4. Lawsuits before Pagans, 6, 1-11 
5. The Evil of Immorality, 6, 12-20 
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A1uwers to Questions 
6. Marriage and Celibacy, 7, 1-40 
7. Idol Offerings, 8, 1-13 
8. Paul's Rights as an Apostle, 9, 1-27 
9. Against Overconfidence, 10, 1-13 

10. Discussion of Idol Offerings Resumed, 10, 14-11, 1 

Religious Gaiheri11gs 
11. The Headdress of Women, 11, 2-16 
12. The Eucharist, 11, 17-34 

The Spiritual Gifts 
13. Their Distribution, 12, 1·31 
14. A Digression on Charity, 13, 1-13 
15. The Gifts of Tongues and Prophecy, 14, 1-40 
16. The Resurrection, 15, 1-58 
17. Conclusioc, 16, 1-24 



INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Greeting Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle 
2 of Jesus Christ, and Sosthenes our brother, I to the church of 

God at Corinth, to you who have been sanctified in Christ 
Jesus and called to be saints with all who call upon the 

' name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place-their Lord 
as well as ours. Grace be to you and peace from Go<l our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 The Gifts of God I give thanks to my God always con· 
cerning you for the grace of God which was given you in 

' Christ Jesus, I because in everything you have been enriched 
6 in him, in all utterance and in all knowledge; I even 

as the witness to the Christ has been made so firm in you 
7 I that you lack no grace, while awaiting the appearance of 
8 our Lord Jesus Christ, I who will also keep you secure unto 

the end, unimpeachable in the day of the coming of our 
ll Lord Jesus Christ. God is trustworthy, by him you have been 

called into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I. PARTY SPIRIT 

10 Nature of the Division Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all say the 
same thing; and that there be no dissensions among you, hut 
that you be perfectly united in one mind and in one judgment. 

11 For I have been informed about you, my .brethren, by those 
of the house of Chloe, that there are strifes among you. 

12 Now this is what I mean: each of you says, I am of Paul, 
or I am of Apollos, or I am of Cephas, or I am of Christ. 

1, 1: So11henes: the ruler of the synagogue mentioned in Acts 18, 
17. 

I, 5: U11erancs ••• linowledgs: the facility of preaching the 
teachings of Christ. 

I, 7: Appearance of ••• Christ: at the end of the world. 
I, 9: Tru11wor1hy: faithful to his promises. Fellowship: God invited 

them as real, not juridical, adopted sons into the community of life 
with Christ. 

I, I 0-16: These factions originated not from heresy but from 
personal attachment to various missionaries. 

I, 11 : Thou of the house of Chloe: probably slaves of an other· 
wise unknown important figure. 

I'. 12: ApolloJ: a companion of Paul. He preached eloquently at 
Cormth (see Acts 18, 24-28). Cepha.I: "'Rock,"' St. Peter's Aramaic 
name. It is not implied that Peter visited Corinth. I am of Chrisl: 
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13 I Has Christ been divided up? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God 

14 that I baptized none of you but Crispus and Gaius, lest any· 
U one should say that you were baptized in my name. 
16 I baptized also the household of Stephanas. I am not 

aware of having baptized anyone else. 

17 Salvation Not by Wisdom of Words For Christ did not 
send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with 
wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ be made voi<l. 

18 For the doctrine of the cross is foolishness to those who 
perish, but to those who are saved, that is, to us, it is 

19 the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the prudence of the prudent I will 
reject." 

20 Where is the "wise man"? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the disputant of this world? Has not God turned to fool-

21 ishness the "wisdom" of this world? For since, in Go<l's 
wisdom, the world did not come to know God by "wis
dom," it pleased God, by the foolishness of our preaching, 

some scholars interpret this as a slogan (of a fourth party) to counter
act the attachment to a particular person. Other scholars understand 
it as Paul's slogan which he suggests to everyone. 

1, 14: CriJpuJ: he is mentioned in Acts 18, 8. Gaius: probably 
Paul's host, mentioned in Rom 16, 23. 

1, 16: StephanoJ: mentioned in 16, 15. 
1, 17-2, 16: Paul contrasts the wisdom of the Greeks at Corinth 

with the wisdom of God. The apostle is not anti-intellectual. He 
does not speak against human reason as opposed to God's wisdom 
but he speaks against the Greek wisdom of his day with its exaggera
tion of rhetoric and its pretentiousness in judging everything. 

1, 17: Since the Corinthians show ignorance of the true role nf 
missionaries, Paul proclaims his mission as an apostle, namely, as a 
bearer of the Gospel. He does not rely on eloquence ("wisdom of 
words'") in preaching the Gospel but on its content. Baptize: follow
ing the example of Jesus and Peter, the apostle usually leaves the ad
ministration of baptism to others. 

1, 18: PeriJh: those who regard the cross as foolish are on the 
road to their own definite destruction. The power of God: see Rom 
1, 17 n. 

1, 19-20: The passage quoted from Is 29, 14 refers to the worldly
wise politicians in the face of Assyrian invaders (v. 19). Paul, in the 
light of God's plan of salvation, adapts the passage to declare the 
futility of "wisdom" uttered by the pagan philosophers and Israelite 
sages. 

1, 21: The wisdom of the proud Israelites and Greeks did· not lead 
to the true knowledge of God, but Paul's preaching did. 
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22 to save those who believe. For the Jews ask for signs, and 
2' the Greeks look for "wisdom"; I but we, for our part, 

preach a crucified Christ-to the Jews indeed a stum-
24 bling-block and to the Gentiles foolishness, I but to those 

who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ, the power 
n of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of 

God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than meo. 

26 Their Case an Example For consider your own call, 
brethren; that there were not many wise according to the 

27 flesh, not many mighty, not many noble. But the foolish 
things of the world has God chosen to put to shame the 
'"wise," and the weak things of the world has God chosen 

2e to put to shame the strong. I and the base things of the 
world and the despised has God chosen, and the things 

29 that are not, to bring to naught the things that are; I lest any 
io flesh should pride itself before him. From him you are in 

Christ Jesus, who has become for us God-given wisdom, 
l1 and justice, and sanctification, and redemption; so that, 

just as it is written, "Let him who takes pride, take pride 
in the Lord." 

2 
1 Paul's Method of Prea,hin8 And I, brethren, when I 

came to you, did not come with pretentious speech or wis-
2 dom, announcing unto you the witness to Christ. For I 

determined not to know anything among- you, except Jesus 
l Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness 
4 and in fear and in much trembling. And my speech and my 

preaching were not in the persuasive words of wisdom, but 
' in the demonstration of the Spirit and of power, I that 

1, 22: Si vu: miracles . 
. 1, 23: .A Jlumb/ing-b/ocl!: see Rom 9, 33 n. Foo/iJhneu: the Gen

tiles consu.lered the cross ignominious . 
. 1. 24-25: The crucifixion appears to naked human wisdom as 

failure and folly, but it. is in reality God's power and wisdom . 
. I, 31 : Take pr1de, m the Lord: let them boast of what Christ 

did for them. 
2,. 1-5: After Paul failed in his philosophical approach at Athens, 

he did not try this method again (see Acts 17, 34 n). 
2, I: W11ne11 10 Christ: in Greek, '"witness to God." 
2, 3: Ill fear and • .. tremblin1:: not because of sta!!C fright (see 

Phil 2, 12 n). 

5 
~ 4: The demonJlration of the Spirit and of power: see 1 Thes 1, 
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your faith might rest, not on the wisdom of men, but on 
the power of God. 

6 True Wisdom Wisdom, however, we speak among those 
who are mature, yet not a wisdom of this world nor of 

7 the rulers of this world, who are passing away. But we 
speak the wisdom of God, mysterious, hidden, which God 

e foreordained before the world unto our glory, I a wisdom 
which none of the rulers of this world has known; for had they 
known it, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9 But, as it is written, "Eye has not seen nor ear heard, nor 
has it entered into the heart of man, what things God has 
prepared for those who love him." 

to But to us God has revealed them through his Spirit. For 
the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 

11 For who among men knows the things of a man save the 
spirit of the man which is in him? Even so, the things 

u of God no one knows but the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the spirit that is 
from God, that we may know the things that have been 

13 given us by God. These things we also speak, not in words 
taught by human wisdom, but in the learning of the Spirit, 

14 combining spiritual with spiritual. But the sensual man does 
not perceive the things that are of the Spirit of God, for it 
is foolishness to him and he cannot understand, because 

2, 6: Not a wisdom ••• passing away: probably means that true 
wisdom is hidden even from worldly leaders or from the devils whose 
influence had been on the wane since Christ's victory on Easter Sunday. 

2, 7: M)'sterious, hidden: the mystery of God's plan of salvation, 
hidden from all eternity and finally realized by Jesus (see Eph 3, 6 n). 

2, B-10: These verses are heavily overlaid with Gnostic terms. 
2, B: Lord of glory: this is the strongest expression of divinity in 

the Old Testament. 
2, 9: "Eye has not seen'': scholars are searching for the origin of 

this quotation in the Old Testament (Is 64, 4?) and in apocryphal 
books. 

2, 10-11: Them: refers to "things God has prepared for those who 
love him" ( v. 9) : the plan of love, through the charismatic gifts of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Spirit searches: just as no one knows 
the true thoughts of a man but only he himself from within his con
science, so no one truly knows God ("the things of God") except as 
revealed by the Spirit. 

2, 12: God gave his Spirit to reveal his love. See Rom B, 15 n 
and 16 n. 

2, 13: These thinv: of God (see 2, 10-11 n and 2, 12 n). Paul 
contrasts rhetoric with the true wisdom of the Spirit. Combi11i111; 
spiritual with spiritual: may mean explaining spiritual topics to 
spiritual men. 
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n it is examined spiritually. But the spiritual man judges all 
16 things, and he himself is judged by no man. For "who has 

known the mind of the Lord, that he might instruct him?" 
But we have the mind of Christ. 

~ 
1 They Cannot Rereive Full Doctrine And I, brethren, 

rnuld not speak to you as to spiritual men but only as carnal, 
2 as to little ones in Christ. I fed you with milk, not with solid 

food, for you were not yet ready for it. Nor are you now 
~ ready for it, for you are still carnal. For since there are 

jealousy and strife among you, are you not carnal, and 
4 walking as mere men? For whenever one says, "I am of 

Paul," but another, "I am of Apollos," are you not mere 
men? 

' The Office of God's Ministers What then is Apollos? 
What indeed 1s Paul? They are the servants of him whom 
you have believed-servants according as God has given to 

6 each to serve. I have planted, Apollos watered, but God has 
7 given the growth. So then neither he who plants is anything, 
e nor he who waters, but God who gives the growth. Now 

he who plants and he who waters are one, yet each will 
9 receive his own reward according to his labor. For we a.re 

God's helpers, you are God's tillage, God's building. 

10 Their Responsibility and Reward According to the grace 
of God which has been given to me, as a wise builder, I laid 
the foundation, and another builds thereon: But let every· 

11 one take care how he builds thereon. For other foundation 
no one can lay, but that which has been laid, which is 

. 2, 15: All 1hinv: the meaning of life and the history of salvation 
in the Old Testament. He himself: his spirituality. Some believe that 
lhe apostle refers to himself. Paul who is spiritual must not be 
1uJged by non-spiritual Corinthians. 

2, 16: See Is 40, 13. Just as no one can instruct God's mind, 
neither can the Corinthians instruct Paul whose thou.i:hts are Christ's 
thoughts. 

3, 2: Milli: elementary doctrine. Solid food: advanced doctrine. 
3, 4: See 1, 10-16 n. 
3, ~ ·9: The apostles are not rivals but instruments of God to 

help lhe Corinthian community to .i:row spiritually. 
3, H: /,,.,, 011e: ei.1ual missionaries in God's service. 
~. 9: The co-orerntion between God and men is a doctrine of 

which Paul frequently writes in his epistles. 
3, 10: Paul founded the Corinthian church. 
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12 Christ Jesus. But if anyone builds upon this foundatior 
13 gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-I the wor, 

of each will be made manifest, for the day of the Lord wil 
declare it, since the day is to be revealed in fire. The fir 

14 will assay the quality of everyone's work: I if his ?JOrk abide 
n which he has built thereon, he will receive reward; I if hi 

work burns he will lose his reward, but himself will b 
saved, yet so as through .fire. 

16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and tha 
17 the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone destroys th' 

temple of God, him will God destroy; for holy is the templ1 
of God, and this temple you are. 

1s Pride Not to Be Taken in Man Let no one deceive him 
self. If any one of you thinks himself wise in this world, lei 

19 him become a fool, that he may come to be wise. For the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it i: 

20 written, "I will catch the wise in their craftiness." And 
again, "The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that 

21 they are empty." Therefore let no one take pride in men, 
22 For all things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce· 

phas; or the world, or life, or death; or things present, or 

3, 12-14: If anyone (Apollos, or other disciples) builds upon 
my foundation through his preaching and ministry with a super
structure of holiness ("gold, silver, precious stones") or with a 
superstructure of vainglory ("wood, hay, straw"), the quality of the 
work will be made known on the day of Christ's second coming 
("of the Lord," not in the Greek) "with (not "in") fire." According 
to the prevalent opinion "fire" means judgment. 

3, 14: The verse refers to the missionaries of superior holiness 
(see 3, 12-14 n). 

3, 15: The verse refers to the vainglorious missionaries (see ~. 
12-14 n). They will lose the reward of their preaching but they will 
be saved through "fire," a symbol of the last judgment at Chrisfs 
second coming. (Paul's focusing on the final judgment should not be 
interpreted as a denial of the particular judgment to take place at the 
death of each individual.) Modems agree that the apostle does nut 
think of the state of purgatory. However, some claim that he gives 
here the biblical foundation for the doctrine on purgatory and venial 
sins. Yet others maintain that this verse includes no notion of expia· 
tion (i.e., of purgatory and venial sins) but only of the final judgment. 

3, 16: Spirit of God: the Holy Spirit (see 6, 19). What the 
Stoics (Seneca) most likely meant by a god in the souls was conscience. 

3, 17: See Jb 5, 13. 
3, 20: See Ps 93, 11. 
3, 21: Let no one take pride in men, Apollos, etc. (see 1, 10-16). 
3, 22: In passionate terms, Paul associates everything in time and 

creation with human teachers. Just as the preachers are yours because 
they teach you (he writes to the Christians at Corinth), so is the 
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H things to come--all are yours, I and you are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's. 

4 
1 Ministers of Gospel Judged by Christ Let a man so 

account us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries 
2 of God. Now here it is required in stewards that a man 
' be found trustworthy. But with me it is a very small matter 
4 to be judged by you or by man's tribunal. Nay I do 

not even judge my own self. I For I have nothing on my 
conscience, yet I am not thereby justified; but he who 

' judges me is the Lord. Therefore, pass no judgment before 
the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to 
light the things hidden in darkness and make manifest the 
counsels of hearts; and then everyone will have his praise 
from God, 

6 Corinthians Contrasted with Apostles Now, brethren, 
I have applied these things to myself and Apollos by way 
of illustration for your sakes, that in our case you may learn 
not to be puffed up one against the other over a third 

7 party, transgressing what is written. For who singles thee 
out? Or what hast thou that thou hast not received? And if 
thou hast received it, why dost thou boast as if thou hadst not 

world yours because it preaches to you of its creator. Life is yours 
to bring you closer to God, and through death you attain God. "Things 
present" and future things are at your service to draw you to God. 
"All are yours" is a summary of everything mentioned in this verse. 

3, 23: If everything is theirs and they belong to Christ and God, 
then that is what should give them true greatness and security and not 
their belonging to petty rivaling factions. It is characteristic of Paul 
to begin with a trivial incident and then soar to theological 
implications. 

4, l·': God, not the Corinthians, will judge the qualities of the 
preachers of the factions, including Paul (1, 10·16). 

4, l: MyuerieJ: the means of grace instituted for Christiao life, 
doctrine, an<l for sacraments. 

4, ': The Lord comeJ: at the end of the world. 
4, 6: Apu/101: see !, 12 n. Whal iJ wrillen: according to two 

scholarly conjectures, this is a reference to the Old Testament quota
tions in 1, 19 and 31; 3, 19-20; or to Paul's preceding recommenda
tions. 

4, 7: Who Jing/e1 you oul?: for the distinction of belonging to the 
party of Apollos, etc? Furthermore, Paul asks what honor they 
received for belonging to a faction. 
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B received it? I You are already filled! You are already mad 
rich! Without us you reign! And would that you did reigr 

9 that we too might reign with you! For I think God ha 
set forth us the apostles last of all, as men doomed t 

death, seeing that we have been made a spectacle to th 
10 world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Chris1 

but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you ar 
11 strong! You are honored, but we are without honor! I T, 

this very hour we hunger and thirst, and we are nakc1 
u and buffeted, and have no fixed abode. And we toil, work 

ing with our own hands. We are reviled and we bless, w' 
13 are persecuted and we bear with it, I we are maligned an. 

we entreat, we have become as the refuse of this world, th1 
offscouring of all, even until now. 

14 I write these things not to put you to shame, but tc 
15 admonish you as my dearest children. For although ynl 

have ten thousand tutors in Christ, yet you have not man) 
fathers. For in Christ Jesus, through the gospel, did I bt:gel 

16 you. Therefore, I beg you, be imitators of me, as I arr 
17 of Christ. For this very reason I have sent to you Timothy, 

who is my dearest son and faithful in the Lord. He will 
remind you of my ways, which are in Christ Jesus, even 
as I teach everywhere in every church. 

18 Now some are puffed up, as if I were not coming tc 
19 you. But I shall come to you shortly, if the Lord is willing, 

and I shall learn the power of those who are puffed up, 
20 not the promises. For the kingdom of God is not in word, 
21 but in power. I What is your wish? Shall I come to you with 

a rod, or in love and in the spirit of meekness? 

4, 8-13: Paul contrasts the self-esteem of the Corinthians with the 
humble esteem that the suffering apostles have of themselves. 

4, 8: There may be an allusion to the Stoics who spoke of them
selves as rich and as leading in the possession of knowledge. Would 
that you did reign: spiritually by living your Christian religion. 

4, 9: Doomed: just as the public entertainers become a spectacle in 
desperately fighting animals in the arena, so the apostles are doomed 
to death because of constant dangers and persecution. 

4, 15: T utor1: preachers. FatherJ: Paul was their "father" who gave 
them spiritual birth in Christ's Gospel. 

4, 16: lmitatorJ of me: in humility and suffering (see 4, 8-13 11). 
4, 17: Timothy: see 16, 10. 
4, 19: Paul will learn whether the boastful have anything worth

while to boast about. 
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II. MORAL DISORDERS 

I. THE INCESTUOUS MAN 

5 
1 .Action to Be Taken It is actually reported that there is 

immorality among you, and such immorality as is not found 
even among the Gentiles, that a man should have his 

2 father's wife. And you are puffed up, and have not rather 
mourned so that he who has done this deed might be put 

3 away from your midst. I indeed, absent in body but present 
in spirit, have already, as though present, passed judgment 

4 I in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ on the one who 
has so acted-you and my spirit gathered together with 

' the power of our Lord Jesus-to deliver such a one over 
to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit 

6 may be saved in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Your 
boasting is unseemly. Do you not know thaf a little leaven 

7 ferments the whole lump? Purge out the old leaven, that 
you may be a new dough, as you really are without leaven. 

e For Christ, our passover, has been sacrificed. I Therefore let 
us keep festival, not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth. 

5-7: These three chapters comprise the fullest treatment of the 
sexes in all the New Testament. 

5, 1-6: A Christian was living with his stepmother, a widow or a 
divorced non-Christian. This type of concubinage was forbidden by 
the Mosaic Law, the Roman Law, and by the law of many Greek 
cities. Paul is angry that the Corinthians had not "excommunicated" 
the man before he contaminated others. 

5, 1: lmmorali1y: literally, "fornication," but the word was used 
In the general sense of impurities (see Mt 19, 9 n). 

5, 5: Saran: see 1 Tm 1, 20 n. De11ruc1ion of the fle1h: destruc
tion of sinful tendencies. 

5, 6: Your boallinl(: about factions (see 1, 10-16). 
5, 7·R: Just as the sacrificed lamb of the Jewish passover began the 

period of abstinence from leavened bread (or the period of eatin,1! only 
unleavened bread), likewise the sacrificed Lamb of God on the cross 
inaugurated the period of abstinence from sin. 

~hese verses are most used in the Easter liturgy to refer to the 
fruit of the resurrection, i.e., a life of "sincerity and truth." (This is 
the earliest reference, about 57 A.O., to the Christian feast of Easte,r.) 

5, 7: Old leaven: a metaphor for the incestuous man. 
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9 Punishment by Excommunication wrote to you in th 
10 letter not to associate with the immoral-I not meaning, o 

course, the immoral of this world, or the covetous, or th 
greedy, or idolators; otherwise you would have to leav 

11 the world. But now I write to you not to associate with on 
who is called a brother, if he is immoral, or covetous, or a1 
idolator, or evil-tongued, or a drunkard, or greedy; witl 

12 such a one not even to take food. For what have I to de 
with judging those outside? Is it not those inside whon 

13 you judge? I For those outside God will judge. "Expel th1 
wicked man from your midst." 

II. LAWSUITS BEFORE PAGANS 

6 
1 Public Litigation Dare any of you, having a matter againsl 

another, bring your case to be judged before the unjust and 
2 not before the saints? Do you not know that the saints will 

judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, 
~ are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? I Do you 

not know that we shall judge angels? How much more 
4 worldly things! If, therefore, you have cases about worldly 

matters to be judged, appoint those who are rated as 
5 nothing in the Church to judge. To shame you I say it. 

5, 9-13: Paul does not mean that the Christians must not associate 
with pagan sinners but that they must not associate with public 
Christian sinners. 

5, 9: Letter: an allusion to a lost letter. 
5, 11: See Rom 1, 28-31 non the list of vices. 
5, 12-13: Paul and the Christians should be concerned with judging 

public Christian sinners and leave the judging of pagan sinners to GoJ. 
5, 13: Paul summarizes the case of the incestuous man anJ 

Christian public sinners by quoting Dt 22, 24 which demands the 
expulsion of a member who threatens to corrupt the community. 

6, 1: St>ints: Christians. Paul ordinarily recommended to the 
Christians, when they had no determined privilege as Christians, tn 
follow what was customary among the Jews. The Jews, e.g., we1e 
allowed to keep their own courts distinct from Roman courts. 

According to the Dead Sea Scrolls, it was a capital offense in itself to 
turn over a member to a pagan court for capital punishment. 

6, 2: In the opinion of many scholars, the Christians will partake 
of Christ's privilege as head of the mystical body to judge both 
good and evil at the end of the world. Compare Mt 19, 28 par. 

6, 3: According to some scholars, the Christians will judge bad 
angels (see, e.g., Jude 1, 6). The meaning of the judging of the world 
and of angels by the Christians is a hard-to-solve problem anJ 
peculiar to Paul. 

6, 4: Rated as nothing: an expression of sarcasm. 
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Can it be that there is not one wise man among you com· 
6 petent to settle a case in his brother's matter? But brother 

goes to law with brother and that before unbelievers. 
7 Nay, to begin with, it is altogether a defect in you that 

you have lawsuits one with another. Why not rather suffer 
a wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? I But you yourselves 
9 do wrong and defraud, and that to your brethren. Or do 

you not know that the unjust will not possess the kingdom 
of God? Do not err; neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor 

10 adulterers, I nor the effeminate, nor sodomites, nor thieves, 
nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor the evil-tongued, nor 

11 the greedy will possess the kingdom of God. And such 
were some of you, but you have been washed, you have 
been sanctified, you have lieen justified in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God. 

Ill. THE EVIL OF IMMORALITY 

12 Sa(redness of the Body All things are lawful for me, but 
not all things are expedient. All things are lawful for me, 
but I will not be brought under the power of anyone. 

B Food for the belly and the belly for food, but God will 
destroy both the one and the other. Now the body is not for 
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 

14 Now God has raised up the Lord and will also raise us up 

6, 7: Compare the turn-the-other-cheek recommendation in Mt 
5, 39. 

6, 9-10: See Rom 1, 28-31 non the list of vices. 
6, 10: Effeminale, nor sodomites: this literal translation from the 

Greek means homosexuals. Judging from the writings by the moralists 
of Paul's time, homosexuality was widespread. Although this evil was 
no/ always condemned by the writers of the day, e.g., Petronius, it 
was occasionally punished. Christian teaching opposed it unflinchingly 
(see Rom I, 27). 

6, 11: Washed: baptized. Our Lord .• , our God: the trinitarian 
formula is connected with baptism (see Mt 29, 19). 

6, 12: All 1hinv are lawful for me: one probable opinion is that 
the Corinthians may have misundr.rstood Paul's slogan, which signi
fied freedom from the Mosaic Law, and applied it to freedom from 
all moral law. The apostle, however, states: not everything is allowable 
('"but not all things are expedient"), and he adds that sin is 
enslavement ("I will not be brought under the power of anything"'). 

6, 13: It is wrong to think, as the Corinthians seem to think, that 
the body is made for fornication ("immorality") just as the stomach 
is made for food. The body, states Paul, is made "for the Lord" to be 
B mcrnher of Christ's body. 

6, 14: Similar to Christ's resurrection, man's body will be resur
rected bv God. 
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15 by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are mem 
bers of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Chris 

16 and make them members of a harlot? By no means! I 0 
do you not know that he who cleaves to a harlot, become 
one body with her? "For the two," it says, "shall be om 

17 ftesh." But he who cleaves to the Lord is one spirit with him 
1s I Flee immorality. Every sin that a man commits is out 

side the body, but the immoral man sins against his owr 
19 body. Or do you not know that your members are the 

temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
20 from God, and that you are not your own? For you have 

been bought at a great price. Glorify God and bear hiu 
in your body. 

Ill. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

I. MARRIAGE AND CELIBACY 

7 
1 Advice to the Married Now concerning the things where· 

of you wrote to me: It is good for a man not to touch 
2 woman. Yet, for fear of fornication, let each man have his 
3 owri wife, and let each woman have her own husband. Let 

the husband render to the wife her due, and likewise the 
4 wife to the husband. The wife has not authority over her 

body, but the husband; the husband likewise has not 
5 authority over his body, but the wife. Do not deprive each 

other, except perhaps by consent, for a time, that you may 
give yourselves to prayer; and return together again lest Satan 

6 tempt you because you lack self-control. But this I say by way 

6, 15: Since men's bodies are members of Christ"s body, they should 
not become '"members of a harlot." 

6, 16: Ga 2, 24 says that in marriage "'they shall be two in one 
ftesh." Paul, almost irreverently, applies the text of Genesis to the 
given situation by saying that the two become one Besh not in 
marriage but in fornication. 

6, 20: Al a ~real price: in Greek, "for a price." The Greek wMJ 
used here for '"bought" (also used in 7, 23; Gal 3, 13, etc.), is 
not interpreted as the redeeming and purchasing of the souls of 
men from Satan by Christ. The newer trend is to understand that 
Paul and other New Testament writers refer to God"s acquisition, 
a sort of '"purchase,'" of his people through the Sinai covenant. The 
fundamental text is Ex 19, 5 ('" ... you shall be my special pos
sess10n"). And bear him: in Greek, "therefore."" 

7, 1-40: The main purpose of this chapter seems to be to warn 
against rigorous ascetic practices in matters of sex. 
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7 of concession, not by way of commandment. For I would that 
you all were as I am myself; but each one has his own gift 
from God, one in this way, and another in that. 

8 Advice to the Unmarried But I say to the unmarried and 
to widows, it is good for them if they so remain, even 

9 as I. But if they do not have self-control, let them marry, 
10 for it is better to marry than to burn. But to those who are 

married, not I, but the Lord commands that a wife is not to 
11 depart from her husband, I and if she departs, that she is to 

remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And 
let not a husband put away his wife. 

12 Obligation of the Believing Spouse To the others I say, 
not tile Lord: If any brother lias an unbelieving wife and she 

B consents to live with him, let him not put her away. And if 
any woman has an unbelieving husband and he consents 

14 to live with her, let her not put away her husband. For 
the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the believing 
wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the believing 
husband; otherwise your children would be unclean, but, 

1' as it is, they are holy. But if the unbeliever departs, let him 
depart. For a brother or sister is not under bondage in such 

16 cases, but God has called us to peace. For how dost thou 
know, 0 wife, whether thou wilt save thy husband? Or 
how dost thou know, 0 husband, whether thou wilt save 
thy wife? 

17 No Change to Be Sought Only; as the Lord has allotted 
to each, as when God has called each, so let him walk 

18 -and so I teach in all the churches. Was one called having 
been circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Was 
one called being uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised. 

7, 7-8: As I am ••• nen as I: Paul was not married. However, 
v. 8 does not exclude the possibility that Paul was a widower (see 
9, ' n). 

7, 9: Than lo burn: with passion (not with hell-fire). 
7, 10: Th, Lord rommands: see Mt 19, 9 n. 
7, 14: Sanoified: externally by intimate relations with a member 

of the Oturch. 
7, 1'·16: Since the chances of the Christian spouse to convert the 

unbelieving consort are slight, Paul (not the Lord in his teaching on 
earth, 7, 12) says that the Christian is not bound to live with the 
unchristian partner. Although Paul does not say clearly that the 
Christian party may remarry, the Church has so interpreted this text. 
This interpretation 1s known as the '"Pauline privilege." 
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19 Circumcision does not matter, and uncircumcision does not 
matter; but the keeping of the commandments of God 

20 is what matters. Let every man remain in the calling in 
21 which he was called. I Wast thou a slave when called? Let it 

not trouble thee. But if thou canst become free, make use of 
22 it rather. For a slave who has been called in the Lord, is a 

freedman of the Lord; just as a freeman who has been 
23 called is a slave of Christ. You have been bought with a 
24 price; do not become the slaves of men. Brethren, in the 

state in which he was called, let every man remain 
with God. 

2' The State of Virginity Now concerning virgins I have 
no commandment of the Lord, yet I give an opinion, as 
one having obtained mercy from the Lord to be trustworthy. 

26 I think, then, that this is good on account of the present 
distress--that it is good for a man to remain as he is. 

27 I Art thou bound to a wife? Do not seek to be freed. 
28 Art thou freed from a wife? Do not seek a wife. I But if 

thou takest a wife, thou hast not sinned. And if a virgin 
marries, she has not sinned. Yet such will have tribulation 
of the flesh. But I spare you that. 

29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short; it remains that 
30 those who have wives be as if they had none; I and those 

who weep, as though not weeping; and those who rejoice, 
as though not rejoicing; and those who buy, as though 

H not possessing; and those who use this world, as though not 
using it, for this world as we see it is passing away. 

32 I I would have you free from care. He who is unmar
ried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he 

H may please God. Whereas he who is married is concerned 
about the things of the world, how he may please his 

34 wife; and he is divided. And the unmarried woman, and 
the virgin, thinks about the things of the Lord, that she 
may be holy in body and in spirit. Whereas she who is 
married thinks about the things of the world, how she 

7, 21: It is not clear from the Greek whether Paul advises the 
slave to take or to pass up a chance to be freed. 

7, 23: Bought: See 6, 20 n. 
7, 26: T_he pre~ent _diitreJS: this phrase may allude to general 

hardships in marned ltfe or to the end of the world "the time is 
short,"' (v. 29). ' 

7, 28: Tribulation of the flerh: not difficulties comin~ from unruly 
desires but general problems of life in the world. 

7, 29: The time ir rhort: see 7, 26 n. 
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" may please her husband. Now this I say for your benefit, 
not to hold you in check, but to promote what is proper, 
and to make it possible for you to pray to the Lord without 
distraction. 

'6 Duty of Father lo Virgin Daughter But if any man 
thinks that he incurs disgrace with regard to his virgin, since 
1he is over age, and that it ought so to be done, let him 
do what he will; he does not sin if she should marry. 

37 But he who stands firm in his heart, being under no con
straint, but is free to carry out his own will, and has decided 

38 to keep his virgin-he does well. Therefore both he who 
gives his virgin in marriage does well, and he who does 
not give her does better. 

'9 Widows A woman is bound as long as her husband is 
alive, but if her husband dies, she is free. Let her marry 

40 whom she pleases, only let it be in the lord. But she will 
be more blessed, in my judgment, if she remains as she is. 
And I think that I also have the spirit of God. 

II. IDOL OFFERINGS 

8 
1 General Principles Now concerning things sacrificed to 

idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge 
2 puffs up, but charity edifies. I If anyone thinks that he 

knows anything, he has not yet known as·he ought to know. 

7, 35: Nol lo hold you in thee/,: Poul does not try to persuade 
everyone to remain unmarried. 

7,. 36·38: A long-standing opinion among Catholics is: Paul 
advises here a father or the guardian of a virgin, who is no lon,l!er 
youn,I!, to give her in marriage. According ~o a second opinion (held 
by many scholars, some of them Catholics), Paul refers to the 
customary livin,I! of a virgin or a widow in chastity with a protector 
of her virtue. There is no evidence that this third or fourth century 
practice existed in Corinth at Paul's time. A recent opinion proposes 
that Paul refers to rwo Christians who have been engaged but decided 
to lead a life of virginity. &e they obliged to continue their engage
ment and marry ? 

7, 39: fo the Lord: in union with the body of Christ, the Church. 
kt her marry a Christian. 

7, 40: Compare I Tm 5, 14 n . 
. B. I· 13: The Corinthians must have asked Paul whether they 

might buy and eat meat which had been offered in pagan sacrifices. 
The apostle's reply is: the answer does not lie in the "knowledge" 
( v. I ) of the better instructed Christians who know that it would be 
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3 But if anyone loves God, the same is known by him. 
4 Now as for food sacrificed to idols, we know that there 

is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there 
' is no God but one. For even if there are what are called 

gods, whether in heaven or on earth (for indeed there are 
6 many gods, and many lords), I yet for us there is only 

one God, the Father from whom are all things, and we 
unto him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are 
all things, and we through him. 

7 Practical Rules But such knowledge is not in everyone. 
Some, still idol-conscious, eat idol offerings as such, and 

B their conscience, being weak, is defiled. Now food does not 
commend us to God. For neither shall we suffer any loss 
if we do not eat, nor if we do eat shall we have any 

9 advantage. Still, take care lest perhaps this right of yours 
10 become a stumbling-block to the weak. For if a man sees 

one who "has knowledge" reclining at table in an idol 
place, will not his conscience, weak as it is, be emboldened 

11 to eat idol offerings? And through thy "knowledge" the 
weak one will perish, the brother for whom Christ died. 

12 Now when you sin thus against the brethren, and wound 
13 their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Therefore, 

if food scandali2es my brother, I will eat flesh no more 
forever, lest I scandalize my brother. 

Ill. PAUL'S RIGHTS AS AN APOSTLE 

9 
1 His Claim of Rights Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? 

Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my work in 
2 the Lord? And if to others I am not an apostle, yet to you 

I am. For you are the seal set upon my apostleship in 
3 the Lord. My defense against those who question me 

permissible to eat this type of meat, but the answer lies in the 
application of 0arity. The Ch_ristians should not eat this meat if they 
thereby scandalize weak Chmt1ans who would equate the eating of this 
type of meat with belief in idol worship. There is a danger for 
weak Christians in joining their fellow Christians out of human 
respect. Acting in this way would mean for the weak Christians to 
act against their conscience (see Acts 15, 20 n). 

8, 10: Idol place: a pagan temple and its surrounding buildings 
and gardens where the meat was eaten. 

9, 1-14: Paul defends his rights as an apostle. 
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U is this: Have we not a right to eat and to drink? Have 
we not a right to take about with us a woman, a sister, 
as do the other apostles, and the brethren of the Lord, 

6 and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have not the 
7 right to do this? What soldier ever serves at his own 

expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its 
fruit? Who feeds the Bock, and does not eat of the milk of 

a the flock? Do I speak these things on human authority? 
9 Or does not the Law also say these things? I For it is written 

in the Law of Moses, "Thou shalt not muzzle the ox 
that treads out the grain.'' Is it for the oxen that God 

lo has care? I Or does he say this simply for our sakes? These 
things were written for us. For he who plows should plow 
in hope, and he who threshes, in hope of partaking of 

n the fruits. If we have sown for you spiritual things, is it 
12 a great matter if we reap from you carnal things? If others 

share in this right over you, why not we rather? But we have 
not used this right, but we bear all things, lest we offer 

l3 hindrance to the gospel of Christ. Do you not know that 
they who minister in the temple eat what comes from the 
temple, and that they who serve the altar, have their share 

14 with the altar? So also the Lord directed that those who 
preach the gospel should have their living from the gospel. 

1' Reason for Nol Using Rights But I for my part have 
used none of these rights. Neither do I write these things 
that so it should be done in my case. For it were better 
for me to die than that anyone should make void my boast. 

16 For even if I preach the gospel, I have therein no ground 
for boasting, since I am under constraint. For woe to me 

17 if I do not preach the gospel! If I do this willingly, I have 
a reward. But if unwillingly, it is a stewardship that has 

9, ': A woman, a sister: literally, in Greek, "a sister woman." 
Scholars often take this as a reference to the women who attended to 
the material needs of Christ and of the apostles (see Lk 8, 2-3). 
See 7, 7-8 n. Brethrm of ths Lord: see Mt 13, 55-56 n. Cephas: 
St. Peter. 

9, 8-10: Paul accommodates Dt 25, 4 to illustrate that an apostle 
has the right to receive remuneration for his service. God provides 
for the oxen, how much more, then, for his apostles. 

9, 12: Others: Apollos? Non-Chsistian missionaries? 
9, 13: They who minister ... they who urve: a reference to the 

Jewish priests (Nm 18, 8) and the pagan priests at Corinth. 
9, 14: See Lk 10, 7. 
9, 16: Out of gratitude for this grace of conversion (Acts 9 15) 

Paul is "constrained" to preach the Gospel. ' ' 
9, 17-18: Paul's purpose in preaching the Gospel is not to carry 
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lB been entrusted to me. I What then is my reward? That 
preaching the gospel, I deliver the gospel without charge, 
so as not to abuse my right in the gospel. 

19 Paul Is All to All For, free though I was as to all, unto 
all I have made myself a slave that I might gain the more 

20 converts. And I have become to the Jews a Jew that I might 
21 gain the Jews; I to those under the Law, as one under the 

law (though not myself under the Law), that I might gain 
those under the Law; to those without the Law, as one with
out the Law (though I am not without the law of God, 
but am under the law of Christ), that I might gain those 

22 without the Law. To the weak I became weak, that I might 
gain the weak. I became all things to all men, that I 

23 might save all. I do all things for the sake of the gospel, 
that I may be made partaker thereof. 

24 He Makes Sure His Reward Do you not know that those 
who run in a race, all indeed run, but one receives the 

25 prize? So run as to obtain it. I And everyone in a contest 
abstains from all things--and they indeed to receive a perish-

26 able crown, but we an imperishable. I, therefore, so run as not 
without a purpose; I so fight as not beating the air; 

27 I but I chastise my body and bring it into subjection, lest 
perhaps after preaching to others I myself should be rejected. 

out a "stewardship," which would entitle him to a remuneration. No. 
He does not claim a reward, for this is the best guarantee against the 
use of the preaching office as a means for self-enrichment. 

9, 19-22: Paul exemplifies his missionary principle (v. 19). He 
adapted himself to Jews ('"those under the [Mosaic) Law"), and to 
pagans ("those without the Law"); and "to the weak" (see 8, 1-13 n), 
i.e., to those who did not fully understand Christ's religion, he made 
concessions. 

9, 19: I wa.r: in Greek, "I am." 
9, 22: That I might save all: in Greek, "that at all costs I may 

save some." 
9, 23: Paul desires to partake of the salvation afforded by the 

Gospel. 
9, 24-27: Paul refers to the athletic contests at the Isthmian games 

held at the Isthmus of Corinth. 
9,. 25: A perishable crown: the apostle alludes to a wreath of ivy 

or pme. 
9, 26-27: I so fi?.ht as not beatinl!. the air: I do not engage in 

shadow boxing. I have a real opponent-my own body-to which 
by self-discipline I deliver a "knockout blow."" Paul uses the technical 
boxing term translated here as "I chastise my body." 
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IV. AGAINST OVERCONFIDENCE 

10 
1 Warning from Old Testament For I would not have you 

ignorant, brethren, that our fathers were all under the 
2 cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized 
' in Moses, in the cloud and in the sea. And all ate the same 
4 spiritual food, I and all drank the same spiritual drink (for 

they drank from the spiritual rock which followed them, 
' and the rock was Christ). Yet with most of them God was 

not well pleased, for "they were laid low in the desert." 
6 Now these things came to pass as examples to us, that 

we should not lust after evil things even as they lusted. 
7 And do not become idolators, even as some of them were, 

a.s it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, 
B and rose up to play.'" Neither let us commit fornication, 

even as some of them committed fornication, and there fell 
!I in one day twenty·three thousand. Neither let us tempt 

Christ, as some of them tempted, and perished by the ser-
10 pents. Neither murmur, as some of them murmured, and 
11 perished at the hands of the destroyer. Now all these things 

happened to them as a type, and they were written for our 
correction, upon whom the final age of the world has come. 

12 Applic-ation Therefore let him who thinks he stands take 
B heed lest he fall. May no temptation take hold of you but 

10, 1-11: Even though their forefathers received the types of bap
tism (vv. 1-2) and of the Holy Eucharist (vv. 3-4), they were pun
ished for their sins ( vv. 5 ·I 0) . 

10, 1-2: See the crossing of the Red Sea (Ex 14, 19-22). 
10, 3-4: Spiri1ual food: a reference to the manna (Ex 16, 15ff). 

Spiri1ual dririla: sec Ex 17, 6. According to many interpreters the 
foo<l and the <lrink are a type of the Eucharist under two species. 

10, 4: Paul alludes to an extrabiblical Jewish legend according to 
whKh the rock that was tapped by Moses (Ex 17, 6) accompanied 
the Israelites. The rock WaJ ChriJI: since Christ was also God, the 
apostle equates Christ with Yahweh. 

10, ~; See Nm 14, 16. 
10, 7: Sec Ex 32, vv. 6 and 19. 
10, 8: See Nm n, 1-9. 
10, 9: Sec Nm 21, 5-6. 
10, 10: See Nm 14, vv. 2 and 36. 
10, 11: Typ6: verses 1-11 form one of the most lucid examples 

of the existence of types in scripture and of their meaning. The (11lal 
ap,e: the period between Christ's first and second coming . 
. 10, 13: May 110 1emp1a1io11 ... equal lo: in Greek, '"no tempta

tion has overtaken you but such as is human." The sense is: nn 
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such as man is equal to. God is faithful and will not permit 
you to be tempted beyond your ·strength, but with the 
temptation will also give you a way out that you may be 
able to bear it. 

V. DISCUSSION OF IDOL OFFERINGS RESUMED 

14 The Table of the Lord Therefore, beloved, flee from the 
is worship of idols. I am speaking as to men of sense; I judge 
16 for yourselves what I say. The cup of blessing that we bless, 

is it not the sharing of the blood of Christ? And the bread 
that we break, is it not the partaking of the body of the 

17 Lord? Because the bread is one, we though many, are one 
1s body, all of us who partake of the one bread. Behold Israel 

according to the flesh, are not they who eat of the sacrifices 
19 partakers of the altar? I What then do I say? That what is 

sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 
20 No; but I say that what the Gentiles sacrifice, "they sacrifice 

to devils and not to God"; and I would not have you be-
21 come associates of devils. You cannot drink the cup of the 

Lord and the cup of devils; you cannot be partakers of the 
22 table of the Lord and of the table of devils. Or are we pro

voking the Lord to jealousy? lue we stronger than he? 

Practical Directions All things are lawful, but not all 
23 things are expedient. I All things are lawful, but not all 
24 things edify. Let no one seek his own interests, but those 
25 of his neighbor. Anything that is sold in the market, eat, 
26 asking no question for conscience' sake. "The earth is the 
27 Lord's, and the fullness thereof." If one of the unbelievers 

invites you, and you wish to go, eat whatever is set before 
28 you, and ask no question for conscience' sake. But if some

one says, "This has been sacrificed to idols," do not eat of it, 

temptation has been inflicted upon you that went beyond human 
resistance. 

10, 16-21: As the Christians unite with Christ's body in the 
Eucharist (vv. 16-17) and the Jews unite with God through their 
various sacrifices (v. 18), so do the pagans intend to unite through 
their sacrifices. with their gods. Because of the phenomenon of 
"identification" involved in all these varieties of sacrifices, it is 
unbecoming for Christians to partake of a pagan banquet. 

10, 20: See Dt 32, 17. 
10, 22: The worship of idols provoked the Lord to jealousy, accord

ing to the Old Testament (see Dt 32, 21). 
10, 23-30: See 8, 1-13 n. 
10, 26: See Ps 23, 1. 
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for the sake of him who told you and for conscience' 
29 sake---1 I mean the other's conscience, not thine. For why 

should my liberty be called to judgment by another's con-
30 science? If I partake with thanksgiving. why am I ill spoken 

of for that for which I give than.ks? 

31 Give No Offense Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or 
32 do anything else, do all for the glory of God. Do not be a 
B stumbling-block to Jews and Greeks and to the church of 

God, even as I myself in all things please all men, not 
seeking what is profitable to myself but to the many, that 

11.1 they may be saved. Be imitators of me as I am of Christ. 

IV- RELIGIOUS GATHERINGS 

I. THE HEADDRESS Of WOMEN 

11 
2 Rules for Men and Women Now I praise you, brethren, 

because in all things you are mindful of me and hold fast 
3 my precepts as I gave them to you. But I would have you 

know that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of 
the woman is the man, and the head of Christ is God. 

4 Every man praying or prophesying with his head covered, 
' disgraces his head. But every woman praying or prophesying 

with her head uncovered disgraces her head, for it is the 
6 same as if she were shaven. For if a woman is not covered, 

let her be shaven. But if it is a disgrace for a woman to 
have her hair cut off or her head shaved( let her cover her 

7 head. A man indeed ought not to cover his head, because 
he is the image and glory of God. But woman is the glory 

8 of man. For man is not from woman, but woman from man. 
9 For man was not created for woman, but woman for man. 

11, 2: Hold /11..11 my precepls: in Greek, "keep the traditions." 
11,_ 3: According to the divine plan of authority, not of holiness, 

man 1S above woman . 
. 11, 4·~: Christian women of Corinth apparently prayed and prophe

sied (_see 12, 10 n) with their heads unveiled in public places of 
worship. They may have been influenced by the manners displayed by 
pagan Greek women in their cultic reunions or, maybe, they misunder
stood Paul"s explanation of Christian liberty from the Mosaic Law. 

11., ~ -6: Paul exaggerates, at least from the rwentieth century point 
of view. 

11, 7: The apostle gives a theological reason for what is only a 
a.istom. 

11, R-9: An allusion to the story of the creation in Gn 2, 21-23. 
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10 This is why the woman ought to have a sign of authority 
over her head, because of the angels. 

11 Yet neither is man independent of woman, nor woman 
12 independent of man in the Lord. For as the woman is 

from the man, so also is the man through the woman, 
B but all things are from God. Judge for yourselves: does 
14 it become a woman to pray to God uncovered? Does nol 

nature itself teach you that for a man to wear his hair 
1' long is degrading; I but for a woman to wear her hair long 

is a glory to her? Because her hair has been given her as a 
16 covering. But if anyone is disposed to be contentious-we 

have no such custom, neither have the churches of God. 

II. THE EUCHARIST 

17 An Abuse But in giving this charge, I do not commend 
you in that you meet not for the better but for the worse. 

18 For first of all I hear that when you meet in church there 
19 are divisions among you, and in part I believe it. For there 

must be factions, so that those who are approved may he 
20 made manifest among you. So then when you meet to· 

gether, it is no longer possible to eat the Lord's Supper. 
21 For at the meal, each one takes first his own supper, 
22 and one is hungry, and another drinks overmuch. Have 

11, 10: A sign of authority: the Greek literally says, "an authority" 
or "a power." One of the several unsatisfactory interpretations for this 
expression and for "because of the angels" is: the woman ought to 
wear a veil because of the angels who are invisibly present to pre
serve the order of woman's subordination to man. 

11, 11: The woman i1 from man ••. man through the woman: 
man and woman are spiritually united as members of Christ's boJy. 
This union has its roots in creation ("for from man she has been taken" 
"Gn 2, 23), and in generation ("the man through the woman"). but 
both man and woman come ultimately from God. 

11, 16: Paul ends with a compromise by appealing to the prevail
ing custom because he feels that his reasoning has not convinced the 
Corinthians. 

11, 20: The Lord's Supper: the Eucharistic meal in commemora
tion of the Last Supper. 

11, 21-22: At the meal: experts generally agree that, regardless of 
the exact nature of the "meal" or "supper," it was taken prior to 
the Lord's Supper. Paul reprimands the Corinthians for overeating 
and for neglecting the needy at this "supper." According to the best 
hypothesis, the apostle advises them to take this "supper" at their 
homes before they convene for the celebration of the Lord's Supper 
(vv. 33-34). The "supper" (as distinct from the Lord's Supper) wa~ 
perhaps the beginning of the agape ("love feast"), fully developed 
in the second century, and designed to promote unity and to feed the 
poor. 
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you not houses for your eating and drinking? Or do you 
despise the church of God and put to shame the needy? 
What am I to say to you? Am I to commend you? In this 
I do not commend you. 

23 Institution of the Eucharist For I myself have received 
from the Lord (what I also delivered to you), that the 
Lord Jesus, on the night in which he was betrayed, took 

U bread, I and giving thanks broke, and said, "This is my 
body which shall be given up for you; do this in remembrance 

2' of me." In like manner also the cup, after he had supped, 
saying, '"This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this 

26 as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often 
as you shall eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 

27 the death of the Lord, until he comes." Therefore whoever 
eats this bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily, 
will be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 

28 But let a man prove himself, and so let him eat of 
29 that bread and drink of the cup; I for he who eats and 

drinks unworthily, without distinguishing the body, eats 
30 and drinks judgment to himself. This is why many among 
31 you are infirm and weak, and many sleep. But if we judged 
32 ourselves, we should not thus be judged. But when we 

are judged, we are being chastised by the Lord that we 

11, 23-25: Sec par Mt 26, 26-29 n. 
11, 24: Thi1 iJ my body: sec Mt 26, 26 n. Por you: sec Lk 22, 20 

n. Do 1hi1 in remembrance of me: sec Lk 22, 19 n.. 
11, 25: Thi1 cup: sec Lk 22, 20 n. New covenanl: sec Mt 26, 28 n. 
11, 26: Paul"s account concerning the institution of the Eucharist 

emphasizes the .. death of the Lord, until he comes" at the end of the 
world. John"s account lays stress on '"the Word became flesh" (sec Jn 
6, 48-59 n). 

11, 27-30: The Eucharist must be received in a worthy manner. 
11, 27: Unwor1hy: sec 11, 21-22 n. /udgmenl: condemnation. The 

solemn manner in which Paul almost equates '"murder'' with the 
unworthy reception of the Eucharist points up the real presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist. 

I I, 30: Sleep: the New Testament writers refer to a Christian's 
death as a sleep that will cease at the resurrection. It is not known 
what Paul means when he writes to the Corinthians that unworthy 
communion is punished with illness and death. It is not necessary to 
understand that these punishments are due to a special divine 
intervention. 

11, 31: If the Christians examine themselves, they shall not be 
punished thus. 

11, 32: God's punishments are geared to make man repent and 
thus preserve him from final damnation. 
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53 may not be condemned with this world. Wherefore, my 
brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one an-

34 other. If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you 
come together unto judgment. The rest I shall set in order 
when I come. 

V. THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

I. THEIR DISTRIBUTION 

12 
1 A Principle of Discrimination Now concerning spiritual 
2 gifts, brethren. I would not have you ignorant. You know that 

when you were Gentiles, you went to dumb idols according 
3 as you were led. Wherefore I give you to understand that 

no one speaking in the Spirit of God says "Anathema" to Je· 
sus. And no one can say "Jesus is Lord," except in the Holy 
Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; I 
' and there are varieties of ministries, but the same Lord; 
6 I and there are varieties of workings, but the same God, 
7 who works all things in all. Now the manifestation of the 
s Spirit is given to everyone for profit. To one through the 

Spirit is given the utterance of wisdom; and to another the 

11, 33-34: See 11, 21-22 n. Judgment: condemnation. 
12, 1-3: The Corinthians converted from paganism may have 

confused the spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit with their former 
pagan notions of orgiastically generated "inspirations." The source oi 
spiritual gifts should be seen in the light of accepted doctrine (see 1 
Tues 5, 21 n). For example, no one will be inspired by the Holy 
Spirit to say '"cursed be Jesus." On the other hand, no one can make 
an act of faith in the divinity of Jesus without the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. 

12, l: Spiritual gifts: these "charisms" (the Greek term) are free 
gifts granted by the Holy Spirit '"for the edi£cation of the church" 
(14, 12). The major lists of these gifts are found in vv. 8-10 and 
vv. 28-30; Rom 12, 6-8; Eph 4, 11. Paul never treats the gifts 
systematically. 

12, 4-11: Although the gifts are many and varied, all of them come 
from the one same Holy Spirit. Since these gifts are for the benefit of 
the community, they should not cause division and jealousy but union 
and charity. 

12, 4-6: Viewed as gratuitous graces, the gifts come from the Holy 
Spirit (v. 4); viewed as aides to the community, they derive from 
Christ, the head of the Church; as acts of power, the gifts come from 
God the Father. 

12, 7: Each recipient of a gift receives it for the common good of 
the community. 

12, 8: The gift of wisdom enables one to teach the highest truths 
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9 utterance of knowledge, according to the same Spirit; I to 
another faith, in the same Spirit; to another the gift of 

10 healing, in the one Spirit; to another the working of miracles; 
to another prophecy; to another the distinguishing of spirits; 
to another various kinds of tongues; to another interpreta-

11 tion of tongues. But all these things are the work of one 
and the same Spirit, who allots to everyone according as he 
will. 

u For as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, many as they are, form one body, so 
also is it with Christ. 

u For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, whether slaves or free; and we 

14 were all given to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not 
u one member, but many. If the foot says, "Because I am not 

a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the 
16 body? And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am 

not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hear-

ing? If the whole body were hearing. where would be the 
1e smelling? But as it is, God has set the members, each of 
19 them, in the body as he willed. Now if they were all one 
20 member, where would the body be? But as it is, there are 
21 indeed many members, yet but one body. And the eye can-

not say to the hand, "I do not need thy help"; nor again 
22 the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." Nay, much 

rather, those that seem the more feeble members of the body 
23 are more necessary; and those that we think the less hon

orable members of the body, we surround with more abun
dant honor, and our uncomely parts receive a more abundant 

of Christ's religion. The 11ift of knowled11e enables one to teach the 
elementary truths of Christ's religion. 

12, 9: The gift of faith is not the theolo11ical virtue of faith but 
it is the charism of extraordinary confidence in God's help to 
accomplish difficult things. See 13, 2 and Mt 17, 19-20. The gift of 
healing gives to the one who is endowed with it more authority in the 
eyes of the people. See Acts 5, 15; 19, 12 for the cures worked by 
Peter and Paul. 

. 12, 10: The gift of miracles, e.g., exorcisms (Mk 16, 17). The 
gift of "distinguishing of spirits" enables one to distinguish between a 
supernatural spiritual gift and a natural gift. Far the gift of tongues 
and interpretation of tongues see 14, 2 n. 

12, 12-30: Just as all the different members fonn one unified 
human body so do all the different Christians form one body of and 
through Christ. The comparison of the human body with a moral 
hotly was used by Plato, Seneca, and Cicero. Paul means a union which 
is more than "moral." 
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24 comeliness, I whereas our comely parts have no need of it. But 
God has so tempered the body together in due portion as to 

2, give more abundant honor where it was lacking; I that there 
may be no disunion in the body, but that the members may 

26 have care for one another. And if one member suffers any
thing, all the members suffer with it, or if one member 
glories, all members rejoice with it. 

27 Christ's Mystical Body Now you are the body of Christ, 
28 member for member. And God indeed has placed some in 

the Church, first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers; 
after that miracles, then gifts of healing, services of help, 
power of administration, and the speaking of various tongues. 

29 I Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? I 
30 Are all workers of miracles? Do all have the gift of heal-
31 ing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? I Yet 

strive after the greater gifts. 

II. A DIGRESSION ON CHARITY 

13 
1 Its Excellence And I point out to you a yet more excel

lent way. If I should speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, but do not have charity, I have become as sounding 

2 brass or a tinkling cymbal. And if I have prophecy and 
know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 

121 27: Member for member: in Greek, "and each of you (are) 
memberS of it." 

12, 28: Apostln: according to the common opinion, the word 
"apostles .. does here mean not only the twelve but also missionaries 
endowed with the charisms of prophecy (see 14, 3) and knowledge 
(see 12, 8 n), respectively. See 12, 10 non the charism of "miracles" 
and 12, 9 n on "healing ... SeNJices of help: toward the poor, the 
infirm and widows. Power of administrmion: in decisions affecting the 
community as a whole (see Rom 12, 8 n). Tonguqs: see ch. 14. 

12, 31: Gremer gifts: ~ter than those previously mentioned, 
namely, charity (see ch. 13). 

13, 1-7: The famous hymn to charity is considered one of Paul's 
most sublime passages. (See Rom 8, 31-39 n.) 

13, 1: Some commentators understand "tongues of men.. as a 
charism (ch. 14) and "tongues of angels.. as the most sublime 
language. Yet other experts understand the entire expression "tongues 
of men and angels .. to mean all possible languages. Charity ... brau 
••. cymbal: if Paul had not charity (the supernatural virtue of love 
of neighbor founded on the love of God) his words would be 
meaningless and useless. 

13, 2: Prophecy: see 14, 3. Mysteries and all knowledge: see 12, 
8 n. Faith: see 12, 9 n. 
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faith so as to remove mountains, yet do not have charity, I 
J am nothing. And if I distribute all my goods to feed the 

poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, yet do not have 
charity, it profits me nothing. 

4 Charity is patient, is kind; charity does not envy, is not 
' pretentious, is not puffed up, I is not ambitious, is not self-
6 1eeking, is not provoked; thinks no evil, I does not rejoice 
7 over wickedness, but rejoices with the truth; bears with all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

e Contrast with Other Gifts Charity never fails, whereas 
prophecies will disappear, and tongues will cease, and knowl-

9 edge will be destroyed. For we know in part and we prophesy 
10 in part; I but when that which is perfect has come, that 
11 which is imperfect will be done away with. When I was a 

child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a 
child. Now that I have become a man, I have put away the 

12 things of a child. We see now through a mirror in an obscure 
manner, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then 

13 I shall know even as I have been known. So there abide 
faith, hope and charity, these three; but the greatest of these 
is charity. 

13, 3: Body 10 be burned: probably means a heroic sacrifice out of 
a natural motive. 

13, 4-7: This is a psychological description of a, charitable person. 
Some scholars suggest that Paul is reflecting on Christ. 

13, 4: Patient: the passive aspect of charity as opposed to its 
active aspect ("kind'"). 

13, 5: ls no/ ambitious: in Greek, "does not behave improperly." 
Thin/is no evil: in Greek, "does not impute evil." 

13, 7: Believes all things: removes all suspicion. Hopes all 
thingJ: hopes for amendment of sinners. 

13, 10-12: The reference here may be to man's knowledge of God 
(v. 10) which is imperfect as a child"s talk (v. 11) and obscure as 
the vision in a dull mirror (v. 12). 

13, 12: See 1 Jn 3, 2 n. Obscure manner: in those days, polished 
metal and silver served as mirrors, usually hand mirrors. The reflection 
was therefore dim. A glass mirror, being bright, would not express 
Paul's idea. Face lo face: in heaven we will know God directly. The 
point of the comparison between God's knowledge of man and man's 
knowledge of God in heaven lies in the immediate or direct manner 
of knowing, not in a comprehensive knowledge, i.e., man in heaven 
will not know God as completely as God knows man. 

13, 13: Scripture experts often interpret these virtues as the 
three theological virtues. In heaven, only love will remain. 
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Ill. THE GIFTS OF TONGUES AND PROPHECY 

14 
1 Superiority of Propbe'y Aim at charity, yet strive afte1 
2 the spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. Fo1 

he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to 
God; for no one understands, as he is speaking mysteries in 

3 his spirit. But he who prophesies speaks to men for edi.fica-
4 tion, and encouragement, and consolation. He who speaks 

in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the 
5 church. Now I should like you all to speak in tongues, but 

still more to prophesy; for he who prophesies is greater than 
he who speaks in tongues, unless he can interpret so that 
the church may receive edification. 

6 Tongues Require Interpretation But now, brethren, if I 
come to you speaking in tongues what shall I profit you, un
less I speak to you either in revelation, or in knowledge, or 

7 in prophecy, or in teaching? Even inanimate instruments, like 
the Bute or the harp, may produce sound, but if there is 
no difference in the notes, how shall it be known what is 

8 piped or harped? If the trumpet give forth an uncertain 
9 sound, who will prepare for battle? So likewise you-unless 

with the tongue you utter intelligible speech-how shall it 
be known what is said? For you will be speaking to the empty 

10 air. There are, for example, so many kinds of languages 
11 in this world and none without a meaning. If, then, I do 

14, 2: The gift of tongues enabled one to speak ecstatically about 
the mysteries of God. Yet, since the speech was unintelligible to 
others, another spiritual gift was necessary to interpret to others what 
the words meant that were said in ecstasy. This gift of interpreting 
was enjoyed either by the same per.;on who spoke in tongues (vv. 5, 
13) or by another (vv. 27-28). See Acts 2, 4-13 n. 

14, 3: The prophet endowed with the charismatic gift of prophecy 
speaks on God's authority under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
lo addition to his principal function as defined in this verse the 
prophet, at times, predicts future events (Acts 11, 27f; 21, 1 Of) 
and makes known commands and revelations of the Holy Spirit at 
particular moments of the Church"s history (see Acts 13, 2 n). 

14, 6: Paul would not be as profitable to the community if he 
spoke "in tongues" (see 14, 2 n) as he would be by speaking of 
revelation through the gift of prophecy, or by teaching them through 
the gift of knowledge (see 12, 8 n). 

14, 7-11 : The superiority of prophecy over "tongues"' is illustrated 
by examples of musical instruments (vv. 7-9) and languages (vv. 10-
11 ). 
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not know the meaning of the language, I shall be to the 
one to whom I speak, a foreigner; and he who speaks, 

12 a foreigner to me. So also you, since you strive ~fter 
spiritual gifts, seek to have them abundantly for the edifica
tion of the church. 

B Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that 
14 he may interpret. For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, 
1' but my understanding is unfruitful. What, then, is to be 

Jone? I will pray with the spirit, but I will pray with 
the understanding also; I will sing with the spirit, but I 

16 will sing with the understanding also. Else if thou givest 
praise with the spirit alone, how shall he who fills the 
place of the uninstructed say "Amen" to thy thanksgiving? 

17 For he does not know what thou sayest. I For thou, indeed, 
1e givest thanks well, but the other is not edified. I thank 
19 God that I speak with all your tongues; yet in the church 

I had rather speak five words wlth my understanding, that 
I may also instruct others, than ten thousand words in a 
tongue. 

20 Functions of These Gifts Brethren, do not become child
ren in mind, but in malice be children and in mind mature. 

21 In the Law it is written that "In other tongues and with 
other lips I will speak to this people, and not even so will 
they listen to me, says the Lord." 

22 Wherefore tongues are intended as a sign, not to believers, 
but to unbelievers; whereas prophecies, not to unbelievers, 

23 but to believers. Therefore, if the whole church be assem
bled together and, while all are speaking with tongues, 
there should come in uninstructed persons or unbelievers, 

14, 12: The gift of prophecy is "for the edification of the church," 
not the gift of tongues in itself (see 14, 2 n). 

14, 13: See 14, 2 n. 
14, 14-15: The person endowed with the gift of tongues should 

prey that he ~ay understand. his own ecstatic prayer. 
14, 16: Urumlrucled: this may refer to Christians or to both 

Christians and non-Christian visitors as in v. 23. If the "uninstructed"' 
hears only the uni,ntelligible sounds of ecstatic prayer, he will not be 
able to express his approval. Ame11: the Christians took this word 
from the Jewish liturgy. 

14, 20-21: P~ul. freely quotes and accommodates Is 28, 11-12 to 
show the superiority of prophecy over tongues with an implication 
that mature minds will prefer prophecy ( v. 20) . 

. 14, 22: The purpose of the sensationalism connected with the 
111ft of tongues was to attract prospective converts. 

14, 2.3:_ You are madl; because the audience will only hear 
uruntdliJ<1ble sounds. 
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24 will they not say that you are mad? Whereas if, while al 
are prophesying, there should come in an unbeliever o: 
uninstructed person, he is convicted by all, he is pu 

25 on trial by all; I the secrets of his heart are made manifest 
and so, falling on his face, he will worship God, declarini 
that God is Uuly among you. 

26 Practical Directions What then is to be done, brethren: 
When you come together each of you has a hymn, hw 
an instruction, has a revelation, has a tongue, has ar 

27 interpretation. Let all things be done unto edification. I 
anyone speaks in a tongue, let it be by twos or at most bi 
threes, and let them speak in turn, and let one interpret 

28 But if there is no interpreter let him keep silence in the 
29 church, and speak to himself and to God. Of the prophets 

let two or three speak at a meeting, and let the rest arl 
30 as judges. But if anything is revealed to another sitti11~ 

31 by, let the first keep silence. For you all can prophesy on( 
32 by one, so that all may learn and all may be encouraged. Fo1 

the spirits of the prophets are under the control of the pro· 
33 phets. For God is a God of peace, not of disorder. 

Order Necessary Thus I likewise teach in all the churche! 
34 of the saints. I Let women keep silence in the churches, for 

it is not permitted them to speak, but let them be submissive, 
35 as the Law also says. But if they wish to learn anything 

let them ask their husbands at home, for it is unseemly f<>l 
a woman to speak in church. 

36 What, was it from you that the word of God went 

14, 24-25: The ones who are prophesying in the assembly will give 
the uninstructed Christians a greater conviction of their religion 
and lead unbelieving visitors to conversion. 

14, 29: Act as judl!.es: to discern whether they have the genuine 
charismatic gift of prophecy or not. 

14, 30: If a Christian receives an inspired message from the Holy 
Spirit while a prophet is addressing the assembly, let the prophet 
cede his right of speaking to the former. 

14, 33: I likewise teach: not in the Greek. Read: "Thus in all the 
churches of the saints let women. . .. " 

14, 34-35: See 1 Tm 2, 11-12 n. 
14, 34: The Law: an allusion to Gn 3, 16: "though he (your 

husband) have dominion over you." 
14, 35: A.rk their husbands: Paul implies that unmarried women 

ask their fathers or brothers. 
14, 36: Paul, foreseeing that the Corinthians might disobey him, 

implies that they should not act so authoritatively as if they had 
originated the Gospel. 
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37 forth? Or was it unto you only that it reached? I If anyone 
thinks that he is a prophet or spiritual, Jet him recognize 
that the things I am writing to you are the Lord's command

,H.,9 ments. If anyone ignores this, he shall be ignored. So then, 
brethren, desire earnestly the gift of prophesying and do not 

40 hinder the gift of speaking in tongues. Only let all things 
be done properly and in order. 

VI. THE RESURRECTION 

1' 
1 Christ's Resurrection Now I recall to your minds, brethren, 

the gospel that I preached to you, which also you received, 
2 wherein also you stand, I through which also you are being 

saved, if you hold it fast, as I preached it to you-unless 
3 you have believed to no purpose. For I delivered to you 

first of all, what I also received, that Christ died for 
4 our &ins according to the Scriptures, I and that he was 

buried, and that he rose again the third day, according to 
' the Scriptures, I and that he appeared to Cephas, and after 
6 that to the Eleven. Then he was seen by more than five 

hundred brethren at one time, many of whom are with 
7 us still, but some have fallen asleep. After that he was 
8 seen by James, then by all the apostles. And last of all, 

as by one born out of due time, he was seen also by me. 
P For I am the least of the apostles, and am not worthy to 

be called an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 

in me has not been fruitless-in fact I have labored more 
than any of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with 

14, 39-40: A summary of ch. 14. 
1', 3-7: Accordin11 to many recent specialists, these verses contain 

a direct testimony to a fixed formula used in apostolic preachin11. 
1', 4: He ro1e .•• IK(ording lo the S"iPl1Jre1: see Acts 2, 22-36 n. 
1', 5-7: See Lk 24, 49 n on the appean.nces. Paul does not intend 

to list all the apparitions; he omits, e.g., the apparitions to the 
women. 

IS, 5: Appeored 10 C1ph4J: see Lk 24, 34 n. Eleven: in Greek, 
"Twelve." After the disappearance of Judas there were only eleven 
apostles but "the Twelve" had become the title of the group, 

1', 6: A1/1ep: see 11, 30 n. 
15, 7: The apparition to James is not mentioned in any other 

scriptural passage. 
15, R: All the apo11l1J: the apostles and the disciples are meant. 

Born otJI of d11e lime: Paul refers to his sudden conversion which 
occurred without the mature preparation received by the other 
apostles. Sem a/10 by me: see Acts 9, 3-9 n. 
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11 me. Whether then it is I or they, so we preach, and so 
you have believed. 

12 The False Doctrine Now if Christ is preached as risen 
from the dead, how do some among you say that there 

13 is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection 
14 of the dead, neither has Christ risen; \ and if Christ has 

not risen, vain then is our preaching, vain too is your faith. 
n Yes, and we are found false witnesses as to God, in that 

we have borne witness against God that he raised Christ-
16 whom he did not raise, if the dead do not rise. For if 
17 the dead do not rise, neither has Christ risen; \ and if Christ 

has not risen, vain is your faith, for you are still in your 
1e sins. Hence they also who have fallen asleep in Christ, 
19 have perished. If with this life only in view we have had 

hope in Christ, we are of all men the most to be pitie<l. 

20 Christ the First-fruits But as it is, Christ has risen from 
the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

15, 12: It is unclear what precise aspect of the resurrection the 
Corinthians denied. It is clear, on the other hand, that the Greeks 
found it difficult to accept the doctrine of the resurrection (Arts 
17, 32). This is understandable, for their long-familiar concept of 
resurrection was the resurrection of the gods that symbolized the 
birth of the seasons of the year. Besides, the Greek notion of 
immortality was that the soul would be liberated from the prison of 
the body. Why then, a Greek would ask, should the soul be reunited 
with its body again? It would seem that the Corinthians tended to 
understand Paul to be preaching about a spiritualized resurrection 
(see 2 Tm 2, 18 n; Rom 6, 1-11). 

15, 13-19: A current Catholic interpretation no longer maintains 
that Paul was arguing apologetically by presenting Christ's resurrection 
as proof of the Christians' resurrection at the end of the world. 

On the contrary, the apostle writes: according to God's positive 
decree, the Head (Christ) cannot have risen without the BoJy 
(Christians). Therefore, if you Corinthians deny the resurrection ol 
the bodies of Christians at the end of the world, you deny therehy 
that Christ arose from the dead. Besides, since Christ's resurrectitm 
is one act connected with his passion and death, you are also denying 
that Christ redeemed us and, hence, "you are still in your sins"" ( v. 
17). 

15, 20-28: Christ, the first one to rise from the dead, washed away 
the sins that caused men's death. 

15, 20-22: Hear Handel's Messiah. 
15, 20: St. Anselm stresses Christ's death as the meritorious cause 

of man"s redemption; St. Thomas stresses Christ's humanity as the 
instrumental cause of man"s redemption; St. Paul, on the other hand. 
depicts the redemption as a return of sinful man to God. Man was 
with God before original sin; Christ returned man to God by becoming 
the "first-fruits'" of man to return to God. See Rom 4, 25 n. 
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21 For since by a man came death, by a man also comes 
resurrection of the dead. 

22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
H to live. But each in his own tum, Christ as first-fruits, then 

they who are Christ's, who have believed, at his coming. 
24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to 

God the Father, when he does away with all sovereignty, 
2' authority and power. For he must reign, until "he has 
Jh put all his enemies under his feet." And the last enemy 

to be destroyed will be death, for "he has put all things 
21 under his feet." But when he says I all things are subject 

to him, undoubtedly he is excepted who has subjected 
2s all things to him. And when all things are made subject 

to him, then the Son himself will also be made subject 
to him who subjected all things to him, that God may 
be all in all. 

29 Practical Paith Else what shall they do who receive Bap· 
tism for the dead? If the dead do not rise at all, why then do 

so people receive Baptism for them? And we, why do we 
51 stand in jeopardy every hour? I die daily, I affirm it, by 

the very pride that I take in you, brethren, in Christ Jesus 
52 our Lord. If, as men do, I fought with beasts at Ephesus, 

what does it profit me? If the dead do not rise, "let us eat 

15, 21-22: Sec Rom 5 15-19 n. 
15, 23: Who have beheved: omit. 
15, 24: So11erei1.n1y, 11111horily, and poww: all human and diabolic 

forces hostile to God. ' 
15, 25: See Ps 109, 2. 
15, 26: See Ps 8, 7 n. Christ's last victory will be over death, 

here personified, which will no longer claim victims. Moreover, Christ 
will bring the dead back to life. 

15, 27: Subiecl lo him: to God the Father. He is excep1ed: Christ 
la excepted. 

15, 28: ThaJ God may be all ;,, all: or, "that God may be all 
things to everyone." See Eph 1, 14 n. 

15, 29-34: As an argument that the dead Christians will rise at 
the end of the world, Paul alludes to a custom of receiving "baptism 
of the dead." There are over sixty conjectures on the meaning of this 
~tom .. on~ of these c~njectures is that Christians received baptism 
m s_ubslltullon for relatives and friends who died before they could 
receive the sacrament. If the dead will not be resurrected, such a 
custom would be useless, Paul implies. 

15, 31: For the sake of Jesus, the apostle suffers daily for the 
Corinthian church. 

15, 32: H there were no resurrection, what profit would there 
have been .'n lighting the adversaries ("beasts") at Ephesus out of 
human mollves only ("as men do") ? "Lei us ••• die": Paul cites the 
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33 and drink for tomorrow we shall die." Do not be Je, 
34 astray, "evil companionships corrupt good morals." Awak 

as you should, and do not sin; for some have no knowledi; 
of God. To your shame I say so. 

35 The Mode of the Resurrection But someone will sa1 
"How do the dead rise? Or with what kind of body do th" 

36 come?" Senseless man, what thou thyself sowest is rn 
37 brought to life, unless it dies. And when thou sowest, th<" 

dost not sow the body that shall be, but a bare grain, pc1 
38 haps of wheat or something else. But God gives it a bod 

even as he has willed, and to each of the seeds a bod 
39 of its own. All flesh is not the same flesh, but there i 

one flesh of men, another of beasts, another of bird• 
4o another of fishes. There are also heavenly bodies an• 

earthly bodies, but of one kind is the glory of the heav 
41 enly, of another kind the glory of the earth! y. There i 

one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon 
and another of the stars; for star differs from star in glory 

42 I So also with the resurrection of the dead. What is sow1 
43 in corruption rises in incorruption; what is sown in dis 

honor rises in glory; what is sown in weakness rises i1 
44 power; what is sown a natural body rises a spiritual budy 

prophet's (Is 22, 13) warning of imminent calamity if the pcnpl1 
remain impenitent. They reply in mockery. '"if there will be a calamity 
let us eat ... " Compare Isaia's words with Horace, OdeJ, 1, 4. 

15, 33: This quotation from ThaiJ, a comedy written by Menande 
in the fourth century B.C., does not imply that Paul had read or set'• 
the play. The saying may have become a proverbial expression an< 
in using it the apostle means, perhaps, that Christians should no 
associate with '"evil companions" who deny the resurrection. 

15, 34: No knowledge of God: of his goodness and of his powe: 
to resurrect the dead. 

15, 35b-49: In this passage, the apostle answers the question: Wit! 
what kind of body do the dead arise? 

15, 37-38: God produces the stalk which was potentially presen 
in the seed. Paul implies that the relation between the glorified bod1 
and the natural body is the same as that between stalk and seed. 

15, 39: Since there are differences everywhere in nature it shoulc 
not come as a surprise that there will be a difference between the 
natural and the glorified body. 

15, 40-41: Bodies in the skies differ from bodies on the earth 
and the former differ among themselves. Star dilferJ from Jtar ir. 
glory: this text does not signify the varying degrees of glory of th! 
resurrected bodies in heaven at the end of the world. 

15, 42: Incorruption: immunity from death. 
15, 43: Glory: splendor. Power: some scholars interpret this wore 

to refer to the power by which the glorified body can travel with in· 
credible speed. 
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The Natural and the Spiritll41 Body If there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So also it is 

4' written, I "The first man, Adam, became a living soul"; 
46 the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the 

spiritual that comes first, but the physical, and then the 
47 spiritual. The first man was of the earth, earthy; the second 
48 man is from heaven, heavenly. As was the earthy man, such 

also are the earthy; and as is the heavenly man, such also are 
49 the heavenly. Therefore, even as we have borne the likeness 

of the earthy, let us bear also the likeness of the heavenly. 

'o Final Glory of the Body Now this I say, brethren, that 
Besh and E>lood can obtain no part in the kingdom of 
God, neither shall corruption have any part in incorruption. 

'1 Behold, I tell you a mystery: we shall all indeed rise, but we 
'2 shall not all be changed-I in a moment, in the twinkling 

of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall rise incorruptible and we shall be 

H changed. For this corruptible body must put on incorrup
'4 tion, and this mortal body must put on immortality. But 

when this mortal body puts on immortality, then shall 
come to pass the word that is written, "Death is swallowed 

" up in victory! 0 death, where is thy victory? 0 death, 
where is thy sting?" 

'6 Now the sting of death is sin, and the power of sin 
'7 is the Law. But thanks be to God who has given us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
'8 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be stead!ast and immov-

15, 45: See Gn 2, 7. 
15, '0-58: Paul answers the question raised in v. 35a: "How do 

the dead rise?" 
15, 51: In Greek, "We shall not all sleep (die), but we shall all 

be changed." The meaning is: those who happen to be alive when 
the end of the world comes will not die, but their natural bodies will 
be instantaneously (v. 52) transformed into glorified bodies. These 
few will constitute the exception to the general rule that all men must 
die (see 1 Thes 4, 15-18 n). 

15, 52: Trumpei: not to be taken literally since it is part of the 
description of the last day (see Za 9, 14). We shall be chanRed: 
the "we" can very well be understood to mean those who are alive 
at the end of the world as explained in 1 Tues 4, 15-18 n. 

15, 54-55: At the end of the world when the bodies will be resur
rected and glorified (thus conquering death), the words of Is 25, 8 
and Os 13, 14 will be fulfilled. 

15, 56: Christ not only triumphed over death but over sin, the 
cause of death. Sin worked havoc through the Mosaic law, as Paul 
often says in his epistle to the Romans (see Rom 4, 15 n). 
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16 

able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowin, 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

CONO.USION 

1 The Collection Now concerning the collection bein1 
made for the saints, as I have ordered the churches o 

2 Galatia, do you also. On the first day of the week, let eacl 
one of you put aside at home and lay up whatever he ha 
a mind to, so that the collections may not have to be mad1 

3 after I have come. But when I am with you, whomever y• n 

may authorize by giving credentials, them I will send t( 
4 carry your gift to Jerusalem. And if it is important enougl 

for me also to go, they shall go with me. 

5 St. Paul's Plans But I shall come to you after passin1 
through Macedonia (for I mean to pass through Macedonia ) 

6 I but with you I shall perhaps remain or even winter, so thal 
7 you may speed me wherever I may be going. For I do nol 

wish to see you. just now in passing by, for I hope to sta1 
B some time with you, if the Lord permits. But I shall stay or 
9 at Ephesus until Pentecost. For a door has been opened 

to me, great and evident, and there are many adversaries. 
10 Now if Timothy comes, see that he be with you withoul 

fear, for he works the work of the Lord just as I du. 
11 Therefore, let no one despise him, but speed him on his 

way in peace that he may come to me, for I am awaitinJl 
him with the brethren. 

u With regard to our brother Apollos, I earnestly besought 
him to come to you with the brethren, and he was quite un
willing to come at present; but he will come when he has 
leisure. 

16, 1: Paul refers to the collection which he made among the 
Gentile Churches to help the poor Christians at Jerusalem (see GJl 
2, 10). 

16, 2: The fir1t day of the week: Sunday. 
16, 4: Important enough: if the sum of money is large enou.l(h. 

According to Rom 15, 25, Paul eventually did go to Jerusalem. 
16, 6: According to Acts 20, 1-3, the apostle spent the winter at 

Corinth. 
16, 9: Paul sees great chances of success, though there will be 

"many adversaries." Evident: in Greek, "effective." 
16, 10: Timothy: see Acts, 19, 22. 
16, 12: Apo/101: see 1, 12 n. 
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n Pinal Directions and Greetings Watch, stand fast in the 
14 faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in 
1' charity. Now I beseech you, brethren-you know that the 

household of Stephanas and of Fortunatus are the first-fruits 
of Achaia, and have devoted themselves to the service 

16 of the saints-I to such as these do you also be subject, and 
17 to every helper and worker. I rejoice at the presence of 

Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because what was 
II lacking on your part they have supplied; I for they have re

freshed both my spirit and yours. To sucb as these, there
fore, give recognition. 

19 The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla 
with the church at their house greet you heartily in the 

20 Lord. I All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with 
a holy kiss. 

21.22 I Paul greet you, with my own hand. If any man does 
not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema. 

23 Maranatha. I The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 
24 I My love is with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

16, 15: S1ephanaJ: see 1, 16. 
16, 17: Por1una1u1 and Achaicu1: otherwise unknown. 
16, 19: Aquila and Priuilla: see Acts 18, 2 n . 

. 16, _20: A holy kiu: the expression is found about half a dozen 
times in _the New Testament. A kiss, as an accepted form of respect
ful greeting ( Lk 22, 48), was adopted by the early Christians as a 
symbol of ''holy" Christian fellowship. 

16, 21: Paul authenticates his letter as explained in 2 Thes 3 17 n. 
16, 22: Analhema: cursed. ' 
16, 23: Maran al ha: this Aramaic word means "the Lord comes" 

or, "Our Lord, come." The meaning of this ejaculatory prayer w;,_. 
most prob.ably a wish that Christ would return to earth for the second 
and last time. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Paul wrote 2 Cor from Macedonia about 57 A.D. The epistle wa' 
occasioned by the joyful report of Titus on the Corinthians (7, 5-7) 
In this second letter to the Corinthians, chiefly written in self-defense 
against his opponents, the apostle makes three allusions that continut 
to puzzle scholars. First, Paul alludes to a sorrowful visit with the 
Corinthians (2, 1-4). Many scholars believe that he made this visii 
after he wrote the first epistle, but before he wrote the second. 

Then, Paul alludes to an "offender" (see 2, 5-10 n; 7, 12 n). 
Scholars place this incident at Corinth during a visit which he may 
also have made between his two epistles to the Corinthians. Or, the 
"offender" may have maltreated one of Paul's missionary workers at 
Corinth after the apostle's departure. 

The third allusion is to "a tearful letter," so called because Paul 
states that he wrote it "with many tears" ( 2, 4). Scholars believe 
that this refers to an apparently lost intermediate letter alluded to ia 
2, 3-9; 7, 8-12. 

Main divisions of the Second Epistle to the Corinthians are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-14 
2. The Apostle Explains His Delay, 1, 15-2, 17 
3. The Apostle Defends His Assurance, 3, 1-5, 10 
4. The Apostle Defends His Sincerity, 5, 11-7, 1 
5. The Apostle Defends His Previous Letter, 7, 2-16 
6. The Collection for the Poor Christians in Jerusalem, 8-9 
7. The Apostle Defends His Apostolate, 10, 1-13, 10 
8. Coaclusioa, 13, 11-13 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 Greeting Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will ~f 
God, and Timothy our brother, to the church of God that 1s 
at Corinth, with all the saints that are in the whole of 

2 Achaia: I grace be to you and peace from God our Father 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

~ Comfort in Trouble Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all 

4 comfort, I who comforts us in all our afflictions, that we also 
may be able to comfort those who are in any distress by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted by God. 

' For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so also through 
6 Christ does our comfort abound. For whether we are afflicted, 

it is for your instruction and salvation; or whether we are 
comforted, it is for your comfort; which shows its efficacy 
in the endurance of the selfsame sufferings that we also 

7 suffer. And our hope for you is steadfast, knowing that as you 
are partakers of the sufferings, so will you also be of the 
comfort. 

e Persecution and Deliverance For we would not, brethren, 
have you ignorant of the affliction which came upon us in 
Asia. We were crushed beyond measure--beyond our strength, 

9 so that we were weary even of life. Yes, we have been 
carrying, within our very selves, our death sentence; in 
order that we may not trust in ourselves: but in God who 

10 raises the dead. He it is who delivered us, and will deliver 
us, from such great perils; and in him we have hope to 

11 be delivered yet again, I through the help of your prayers for 

1, 1: Achaia: southern Greece. 
1, 3-7: The central note is comfort. The word "comfort" is used 

ten times as verb or noun (in Greek). 
1, 8-9: Paul alludes to a narrow escape from death. Many con

jectures are made to identify this incident. Asia: the Roman province 
in western Asia Minor. 

1 •. 9: A suuested translation is: "Yes, we thought that we had 
received our death sentence; yet this was designed to make us trust 
not m ourselves but in God who raises the dead." By the last clause 
Paul may mean: but what would death have mattered since God will 
always be master of the dead. 

1, 11: The meaning of this involved verse is: God will continue 
to rescue us if you will continue to pray for us. Then, with all of 
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us. Thus, for the gift bestowed on us at the instance o 
many persons, thanks will be given by many on our behalf 

12 His Sincerity For our boast is this, the testimony of ow 
conscience that in simplicity and godly sincerity-not ir 
carnal wisdom, but in the grace of God-we have conducte,1 

ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations will 
13 you. For we write nothing to you that you do not reaL 

and understand. Indeed, I hope you will always understand 
14 I even as you have understood us in part, that we are you1 

boast, as you will also be ours, in the day of our Lore! 
Jesus Christ. 

I. PERSONAL DEFENSE 

I. THE APOSTLE EXPLAINS HIS DELAY 

15 He ls Not Fickle With this assurance I meant, in O[<.le1 
16 that you might enjoy a double grace, to visit you first, I and 

to pass through you into Macedonia, and from Macedonia to 
come again to you, and by you to be sent forward on my wa~ 

17 to Judea. Now in this my intention, did I show fickleness? 
Or are my plans made according to the flesh, so that with 

18 me it is now "Yes" and now "No?" I God is my witness 
19 that our message to you is not both "Yes" and "No." For 

the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you 
by us-by me and Silvanus and Timothy-was not now 

20 "Yes" and now "No," but only "Yes" was in him. For all 

you praying there will be many to thank God for the favor he granted 
us. 

1, 12: Boast: a characteristic word in 2 Cor. Carnal wisdom: self
centered interest. 

1, 14: At the end of the world, when Christ will come again, the 
Corinthians will be proud of what Paul did for them, and he will be 
proud of their faith. 

1, 15: The apostle's enemies apparently accused him of being 
fickle. 

1, 19-21: Paul parenthetically remarks that Christ is the affirmative 
answer to the Old Testament promises of the Messia and his kingdom. 
In fact, the Christians respond "Amen" ("so be it") in their as
semblies to Christ's fulfillment of these promises. Paul and the Co
rinthian converts are consecrated (see 1, 21 n) to God through Christ 
by means of both the baptismal seal and the Holy Spirit as a pledge 
of celestial happiness. 

1, 19: Silvanus and Timothy: Silas (identical with Silvanus) and 
Timothy worked with Paul at Corinth, according to Acts 18, 5. 
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promises of God find their "Yes" in him; and therdore 
through him also rises the "Amen" to God unto our glory. 

11 Now it is God who is warrant for us and for you in 
n Christ, who has anointed us, I who has also stamped us 

with his seal and ha.J given us the Spirit as a pledge io 
our hearts. 

z3 His Wish to Spare Them Now I call God to witness 
against my soul that it was to spare you that I did not again 
come to Corinth. Not that we lord it over your faith, but 
rather we arc fellow-workers io your joy; for io faith you 
stand. 

2 
I But I made up my mind not to come to you again in 
z sorrow. For if I make you sad, who can gladden me, save 
3 the very one that is grieved by me? And I wrote to you 

as I did, that when I come I may not have sorrow upon 
sorrow from those who ought to give me joy; for I trust 

4 in you all that my joy is the joy of you all. For I wrote 
to you in much affliction and anguish of heart, with many 
tears, not that you might be grieved, but that you might 
know the great love I have for you. 

' He Pardons the Offender Now if anyone has caused 
grief, he has not grieved me, but in a measure (not to be 

6 too severe) all of you. For such a one this punishment 
7 meted out by the many is sufficient. On the contrary, then, 

you should rather forgive and comfort him, lest perchance 

1, 21: Anoin1ed u1: one opinion is that this expression refers to 
the commissioninA of the apostles to carry out their ministry (Acts 
13, 2). 

I, 22: See'· ' o. 
I, 23: Paul did not visit the Corinthians because he would have 

horl to reprimand them. You stand: firmly. 
2, 1-4: The apostle refers to his visit to the Corinthians after he 

had written the first epistle to them, and to a lost letter. 
2, 4: With many tears: see Introduction to the epistle on the "tear

ful letter.'" 
2, ,.10: Paul refers to one of the Corinthians who opposed him or 

one of his fellow missionaries after he had written his first epistle 
to them, and before he wrote the second. (See 7, 12 n and the Intro
duction to 2 Cor.) The apostle attributes the p;rief more to the 
Corinthian community than to himself. 

2, 7: On account of Paul's letter, which eventually was lost, the 
community had punished the offender. 
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B he be overwhelmed by too much sorrow. Therefore I exhor 
9 you to assure him of your love for him. For to this ver: 

end also did I write, that I might test you and know whethe 
10 you are obedient in all things. Whom you pardon anything 

I also pardon. Indeed, what I have forgiven-if I hav1 
forgiven anything-I have done for your sakes, in tht 

11 person of Christ, I that we may not be defeated by Satan; 
for we are not unaware of his devices. 

12 Thanksgiving for Good News Now when I came to 
Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, though I had there a 

B great opportunity in the Lord, I I had no peace of mind, 
because I did not find Titus my brother. And so, bidding 

14 them farewell, I went on to Macedonia. But thanks be to 

God who always leads us in triumph in Christ Jesus, mani
festing through us the odor of his knowledge in every place. 

1~ For we are the fragrance of Christ for Goct, alike as regards 
16 those who are saved and those who are lost; to these an 

odor that leads to death, but to those an odor that leads 
17 to life. And for such offices, who is sufficient? I We, at 

least, are not, as many others, adulterating the word of 
God; but with sincerity, as coming from God, we preach 
in Christ in God's presence. 

II. THE APOSTLE DEFENDS HIS ASSURANCE 

3 
1 They Are His Commendation Are we beginning again to 

commend ourselves? Or do we need, as some do, letters of 
2 co=endation to you or from you? You are our letter, written 

on our hearts, which is known and read by all men; 
5 I dearly you are a letter of Christ, composed' by us, 

written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, 
not on tablets of stone but on Beshly tablets of the heart. 

2, 11: If not pardoned, the offender may despair and thus be 
"captured" by Satan. 

2, 12: Oppor1u11i1y: to preach the Gospel 
2, 14: 111 triumph: Titus finally brings Paul ,good news from 

Corinth (see 7, 6). 
2, 15-16: The preaching of the apostle led to spiritual death to 

those who refused it and to glory for those who accepted it. 
2, 17: Adu/1era1i11f!,: literally, "trading in the word of God." A, 

marzy olherJ: an allusion to the same false teachers who are referred 
to as "some" in 3, 1. 

3, 1 : Paul seems to have been accused of boasting. 
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4 Excellence of the New I.Aw Such is the assurance _I have 
' through Christ towards God. Not that we are suffioent of 

ourselves to think anything, as from ourselves, but our 
6 sufficiency is from God. He also it is who has made us fit 

ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the 
spirit; for the letter kills, but the spirit gives life. 

7 Now if the ministration of death, which was engraved 
in letters upon stones, was inaugurated in such glory that 
the children of Israel could not look steadfastly upon the 
face of Moses on account of the transient glory that shone 

B upon it, I shall not the ministration of the spirit be still 
9 more glorious? For if there is glory in the ministration 

that condemned, much more does the ministration that 
10 justifies abound in glory. For though the former ministra

tion was glorified, yet in this regard it is without glory, 
11 because of the surpassing glory of the latter. For if that 

which was transient was glorious, much more is that glorious 
which abides. 

12 The Veil ls Taken Away Having therefore such hope, we 
U show great boldness. We do not act as Moses did, who 

used to put a veil over his face that the Israelites might 
not observe the glory of his countenance, which was to 

14 pass away. But their minds were darkened; for to this day, 

3, 4: The apostle's assurance of their fidelity to him is their flour
ishing church, which in itself is a letter of recommendation from him 
(vv. 2-3). 

3, 6: The new cotJe11an1: the same as ""this c11p is the new cove
nanl'' ( l Cor 11, 25). Leller .•. spirit ••• f.itJeJ life: see Rom 
7, 6 n. 

3, 7: The miniitration of death: the Mosaic Law (see Rom 5, 20 
n). Glory ... MoieJ ... flory: see Ex 34, 30. 

3, 8: The miniitration o the spirit: the Gospel, the new law of 
Christ. 

3, 9: Condemned: see ""the ministration of death" in 3, 7 n. 
3, l 0: If the Mosaic Law enjoyed the '"glory" of having been de

livered by God and if it reflected him, that Law had no glory in com
parison with the superior splendor of the new law . 

. 3, 12: Since the superiority of the Gospel in glory and permanence 
g1v"' Paul .. such hope," he feels .. bold" in his preaching. 

3, 13: The f.lory ... pau away: one of several probable transla
tions is: .. the end of that which was passing away." Paul, contrary to 
what the Old Testament writer meant, accommo<lates Ex 34, 33-35 to 
mean that the purpose of the veil over the face of Moses was to pre
vent the Israelites from seeing the prophet"s facial splendor fade away. 
This fading, according to Paul"s accommodation, signified the transient 
character of the Mosaic Law. 

3, 14: To them: to the Jews who disbelieved in Christ as the divine 
Messia. 
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when the Old Testament is read to them, the selfsame vei 
remains, not being lifted to disclose the Christ in whom it ii 

ts made void. Yes, down to this very day, when Moses is read. 
16 the veil covers their hearts; I but when they turn in re-
17 pentance to God, the veil shall be taken away. Now tht 

Lord is the spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
18 there is freedom. But we all, with faces unveiled, rellectin~ 

as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being trans· 
formed into his very image from glory to glory, as through 
the Spirit of the Lord. 

4 
1 Discharging therefore this ministry in accordance witli 
2 the mercy shown us, we do not lose heart. On the contrary, 

we renounce those practices which shame conceals, we avoid 
unscrupulous conduct, we do not corrupt the word of God; 
but making known the truth, we commend ourselves to 

3 every man"s conscience in the sight of God. And if our 
gospel also is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are 

4 perishing. In their case, the god of this world has blinded 
their unbelieving minds, that they should not see the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

' God. For we preach not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
6 Lord, and ourselves merely as your servants in Jesus. For 

God, who commanded light to shine out of darkness, has 
shone in our hearts, to give enlightenment concerning the 
knowledge of the glory of God, shining on the face of 
Christ Jes us. 

3, 17: The Lord is the spirit: Paul does not identify Jesus with 
the Holy Spirit. It would be contrary to his whole teaching. The 
exhortatory tone of this verse means that belief in the Lord gives 
man a spirit of freedom in contrast with the spirit of slavery to the 
precepts of the Mosaic Law (see Gal 4, 31 n). 

3, 18: All of us Christians with unveiled faces (in contrast with 
the one veiled face [of Moses} in Old Testament times) reflect the 
glory of Jesus as we are transformed into his likeness from one glory 
to another. This transformation comes from the Christians' freedom 
of belief in the Lord (see 3, 1 7 n) . 

. 4, 1: Mercy: Paul alludes to his mission of preaching granted to 
him by the mercy of God at his conversion. 

4, 2: Practices ••• conceals: unfair ways of acting; an allusion to 
the false teachers. 

4, 3: Perhaps the apostle was accused of obscuring the meaning of 
the Gospel. 

4, 4: Christ .•• the ima~e of God: see Col 1, 15. 
4, 6: For God ... darkness: in Greek, "For God who said, 'Out 

of darkness light shall shine'" (Gn l, 3). Shone in our hearts: a 
probable allusion to Paul's conversion (Acts 26, 16-18 ). 
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7 Pr11ilty 11nd Supporl But we carry this treasure in vessels 
of day, to show that the abundance of the power is God's 

a and not ours. In all things we suffer tribulation, but we are 
not distressed; we are sore pressed, but we are not destitute; 

9 I we endure persecution, but we are not forsaken; we 
10 are cast down, but we do not perish; I always bearing 

about in our body the dying of Jesus, so that the life 
also of Jesus may be made manifest in our bodily frame. 

11 l'or we the living are constantly being handed over to 
death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus may 

12 be made manifest in our mortal flesh. Thus death is at 
13 work in us, but life in you. But since we have the same 

spirit of faith, as shown in that which is written-
"I believed, and so I spoke"-we also believed, where-

14 fore we also speak. For we know that he who raised up 
Jesus will raise up us also with Jesus, and will place us 

n with you. For all things are for your sakes, so that the 
grace which abounds through the many may cause thanks
giving to abound, to the glory of God. 

16 Wherefore we do not lose heart. On the contrary, even 
though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is 

17 being renewed day by day. For our present light aflliction, 
which is for the moment, prepares for us an eternal weight 

18 of glory that is beyond all measure; I while we look not 
at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not 
seen. For the things that are seen are temporal, but the 
things that are not seen are eternal. 

' 1 Rew11rd 11/ ler De11th For we know that if the earthly 
house in which we dwell be destroyed, we have a building 

4, 7: To forestall any misundente.ndill,I! of pride, the apostle says 
that he and his fellow preachers carry the "treasure" of the Gospel. 
Ve1u/J of clay: weak mortal bodies. See Gn 2 7 as a probable 
source of this expression. ' 

4, 10: Their sufferin,l!S in the ministry repeat those of the Lord 
(the "dying of Jesus"). 

4, 12: The physical lives of the missionaries are wearing out, but 
the word of God that they preach gives spiritual life to the Christians. 

4, 13: Ps 115, 10. 
4, 14: Place 111 wilh yo11: in heaven. 
4, 16: 0111er man: the body. 
5, 1-10: There are at least seven interpretations of this difficult 

passage concerning the paro111ia, i.e., the second coming of Christ at 
the end of the world. For the current interpretation see all the annota
tmns from 5, 1 n to 5, 9 n. 

5, 1: Ho111e: the Greek word "tent" is taken from nomadic life to 
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from God, a house not made by human hands, eternal in 
2 the heavens. And indeed, in this present state we groan, 

yearning to be clothed over with that dwelling of ours 
~ which is from heaven; I if indeed we shall be found clothed, 
4 and not naked. For we who are in this tent sigh under 

our burden, because we do not wish to be unclothed, but 
rather clothed over, that what is mortal may be swallowed 

' up by life. Now he who made us for this very thing is 
God, who has given us the Spirit as its pledge. 

6 Always full of courage, then, and knowing that while 
7 we are in the body we are exiled from the Lord-for we 
e walk by faith and not by sight-we even have the cour-

age to prefer to be exiled from the body and to be at 
9 home with the Lord. And therefore we strive, whether in 

10 the body or out of it, to be pleasing to him. For all of us 
must be made manifest before the tribunal of Christ, so 
that each one may receive what he has won through the 
body, according to his works, whether good or evil. 

Ill. THE APOSTLE DEFENDS HIS SINCERITY 

11 His Labor for God and Souls Knowing therefore the fear 
of the Lord, we try to persuade men; but to God we are 
manifest. And I hope also that in your consciences we are 
manifest. 

u We are not again commending ourselves to you; but 
we are giving you occasion to boast about us, that you 
may have an answer for them who glory in appearances 

symbolize the transitory character of man"s life on earth. A buildinr, 
•.. in 1he heavem: a glorified body. 

5, 2-4: The apostle desires to be among the living at the end of 
the world (see 1 Thes 4, 15-18 n) so that his natural body may at
tain its glorified state without passing through death. 

5, 3: Clothed ... naked: if, at the end of the world, we are 
found alive and not dead. (There are several other equally probable 
translations of v. 3.) 

5, 5: God gave us the Holy Spirit in baptism as a guarantee for a 
glorified body. Compare Eph 1, 14 n. 

5, 8: If to be with Christ it is necessary to die, then we prefer 
death (see 5, 2-4 n). 

5, 9: In lhe body ... oul of it: live a holy life on earth, so that 
after you die you will be pleasing to God when you meet him (see 
v. 10). 

5, 11: The fear of the Lord: the majority interprets this expression 
to mean in this context the fear instilled by the thought of God's 
judgment. Compare "fear of the Lord" in Prv 1, 7 n. 

5, llb: The meaning is: God knows the good lives we are living, 
and I hope you know it also. 
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13 and not in heart. For if we were out of our mind, it 
14 was for God; if we are sane, it is for you. For the love 

of Christ impels us, because we have come to the con-
n clusion that, since one died for all, therefore all died; I and 

that Christ died for all, in order that they who are alive 
may live no longer for themselves, but for him who died 
for them and rose again. 

16 So that henceforth we know no one according to the 
flesh. And even though we have known Christ according 

17 to the flesh, yet now we know him so no longer. If then 
any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the former 

18 things have passed away; behold, they are made new! But 
all things are from God, who has reconciled us to him
self through Christ and has given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation. 

19 For God was truly in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself by not reckoning against men their sins and by 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

20 Ambassadors of Christ On behalf of Christ, therefore, 
we are acting as ambassadors, God, as it were, appealing 
through us. We exhort you, for Christ's sake, be reconciled 

21 to God. For our sakes he made him to be sin who knew 
nothing of sin, so that in him we might become the justice 
of God. 

6 
1 Yes, working together with him we entreat you not to 
2 receive the grace of God in vain. For he says, "In an 

acceptable time I have heard thee, and in the day of salvation 
I have helped thee." 

Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the 

'· B: Paul may have been accused of boasting about his extra
ordinary spiritual gifts ( l Cor 14, 18). 

'· 14-1': See Rom ' 12-21. 
'· 16: No one must ~ judged according to mere human standards, 

even thouAA before his conversion the apostle judged Christ in this 
way, i.e., lie judged that Jesus was ooly a men. Paul does not mean 
that he knew Jesus personally. 

'· 21: To he sin: Christ carried the burden of sin through suffer
ing, 5o that God would justify men (see Rom 1, 17 on the "justice 
of God'"). 

6, l: With him: with God. 
6, 2: See Is 49. 8. 
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3 day of salvation! We give no offense to anyone, that our 
4 ministry may not be blamed. On the contrary, let us con

duct ourselves in all circumstances as God's ministers, in 
much patience; in tribulations, in hardships, in distresses; 

' I in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults; in labors, in sleep-
6 less nights, in fastings; I in innocence, in knowledge, in 

long-sufferings; in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in un-
7 affected love; I in the word of truth. in the power of God; 

with the armor of justice on the right hand and on the 
e left; I in honor and dishonor, in evil report and good re· 

port; as deceivers and yet truthful, as unknown and yet 
9 well-known, I as dying and behold, we live, as chastised but 

10 not killed., I as sorrowful yet always rejoicing. as poor yet 
enriching many, as having nothing yet possessing all things. 

11 We are frank with you, 0 Corinthians; our heart is 
12 wide open to you. In us there is no lack of room for you, 
B but in your heart there is no room for us. Now as having 

a recompense in like kind-I speak as to my children
be you also open wide to us. 

14 Avoid Cwse Ties with Unbelievers Do not bear the yoke 
with unbelievers. For what has justice in common with in· 

15 iquity? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What 
harmony is there between Christ and Belia!? Or what part 

16 has the believer with the unbeliever? And what agree· 
meat has the temple of God with idols? For you are 
the temple of the living God, as God says, "'I will dwell anJ 
move among them, I will be their God and they shall be my 
people." 

17 Wherefore, "Come out from among them, be separated, 

6, 3: In Greek, "'we give offense in nothing." 
6, 4-5: Paul lists nine ways in which his patience and that of his 

fellow missionaries was tested. 
6, 4: Let us - •• circumstances: in Greek, "'we commend owselves 

in everything." 
6, 6-9: The apostle lists nine ways by which he and his fellow 

missionaries commended them.selves. 
6, 14-16: The apostle strengthens his prohibition of dose ties with 

unbelievers by five questions. He does not seem to be prohibiting only 
mixed marriages. 

6, 15: Belia/: literally, in Hebrew, "'worthlessness." The Jews used 
it metaphorically for the devil. 

6, 16b: In this quotation, Paul mingles Lv 26, 11-12 with Ez 37, 
27. 

6, 17: Quoted from Is 52, 11, but the last line is perhaps from 
Ez 20, 34. 
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18 says the Lord, and touch not an unclean thing; I and I will 
welcome you in, and will be a Father to you, and you shall 
be my sons and daughters, says the Lord almighty." 

7 
I Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves from all defilement of the flesh and of the spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

IV. THE APOSTLE DEFENDS HIS PREVIOUS LElTIR 

2 Lo11e for the Corinthums Make room for us. We have 
wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken 

5 advantage of no one. I am not saying this to condemn you; 
for I have already said that you are in our hearts, to 

4 die together and to live together. Great is my confidence 
in you, great my boasting about you. I am filled with com· 
fort, I overflow with joy in all our troubles. 

' For indeed when we came to Macedonia, our flesh had 
no rest; we had troubles on every side, conflicts without 

6 and anxieties within. But God, who comforts the humble, 
7 comforted us by the arrival of Titus. And not by his ar

rival only, but also by the comfort which he himself ex
perienced in you. He told us of your longing, of your 
sorrow, of your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced yet more. 

a Their Repentan"e Wherefore, although I made you sorry 
by my letter, I do not regret it. And even- if I did regret it, 
seeing that the same letter did for a while make you sorry, 

9 I now I am glad; not because you were made sorry, 
but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you 
were made sorry according to God, that you might suffer 

10 no loss at our hands. For the sorrow that is according 
to God produces repentance that surely tends to salvation, 
whereas the sorrow that is according to the world pro

n duces death. For behold this very fact that you were made 
sorry according to God, what earnestness it has wrought 

6, 18: Paul mingles 2 Sm 7, 14; Jee 31, 9; Is 43, 6. 
7, 6·7: See 2, 14 n. 
7, 8-12: See Introduction to the epistle on the lost "tearful Jetter," 
7, 8: See 2, 1-4 n. 
7, JO: Compare 1 Pt 2, 19-20. 
1., 11: W h"1 indip,n"1ion: toward the false teachers. To 1n1enp,e: 

Paul s offender. 
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in you, nay, what explanations, what indignation, whal 
fear, what yearning, what zeal, what readiness to avenge! 
In everything you have showed yourselves to be innocenl 
in the matter. 

12 If then I did write to you, it was not for the sake ol 
him who did the wrong, nor for the sake of him who 
suffered the wrong; but to make clear the zeal we have 

13 for you, I before God. This is why we have been com
forted. But besides our own comfort, we more especial
ly rejoiced at the joy of Titus, because his mind had been 

14 set at rest by you all. And if I did boast tci him at all 
about you, I have not been put to shame; but just as we 
have spoken all things in truth to you, so also has the 

15 boasting we made to Titus been found to be true. AnJ 
his affection for you is all the more abundant, as he re
calls how obedient you all were and how you received 

16 him with fear and trembling. I rejoice that in all things 

8 

I can have confidence in you. 

II. THE COLLECTION FOR THE POOR 

CHRISTIANS IN JERUSALEM 

1 Example of the Macedonians Now we make known to 
you, 6rethren, the grace of God that has been bestowr1i 

2 upon the churches of Macedonia; \ where, amid much testing 
of tribulation, their overflowing joy and their very deep 

3 poverty have resulted in rich generosity. For according 
to their means--1 bear them witness--yes, beyond their 

4 means, they gave, I earnestly begging of us the favor of 
5 sharing in the ministry that is in behalf of the saints. And 

beyond our expectations they gave themselves, first to the 
6 Lord, and then by the will of God to us. This led us to 

exhort Titus to complete among you also this same gracious 
work, of which he had made a beginning before. 

7 Exhortation Now, as you abound in everything-in faith, 
in utterance, in knowledge, in all zeal, and in your love for 

7, 12: Who suffered: Paul or one of his fellow missionaries (see 
2, 5-10 n). The zeal we have for you: in Greek, "the zeal you have 
for us." 

8, 4: Saini!: the needy Christians of Jerusalem. 
8, 5: The Macedonians dedicated their lives first to Jesus and then 

their possessions to Paul and his fellow missionaries. 
8, 7: Utterance: eloquence. 
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8 us--may you excel in this gracious work also. I do not 
speak as commanding. but as testing the sincerity of your 

9 own charity by means of the zeal of others. For you know the 
graciousness of our Lord Jesus Christ-how, being rich, he 
became poor for your sakes, that by his poverty you might 
become rich. 

10 In this matter I am giving advice. It is to your interest, 
since a year ago you not only began to do, but also to have 

II the will. Now therefore complete the doing also; so that 
your readiness to begin it may be equalled by your desire 

12 to carry it through, according to your ability. For if there 
is willingness, it is welcome according to what one has, not 
according to what one does not have. I' For I do not mean that the relief of others should 

14 become your burden, but that there should be equality; I that 
at the present time your abundance may supply their want, 
and that their abundance may, in its turn, make up what 
you lack, thus establishing an equality, as it is written, 

1' "He who had much had nothing over, and he who had little 
had not less." 

16 The Mission of Titus Now thanks be to God, who has 
17 inspired Titus with this same zeal for you. For not only 

has he accepted our exhortation, but being very zealous 
IB himself, he has gone to you of his own choice. And we have 

sent along with him the brother whose services to the 
19 gospel are praised in all the churches; I and what is more, 

who was also appointed by the churches to travel with us 
in this work of grace which is being done by us, to the 

20 glory of the Lord and to show our own readiness. We are 
on our guard, lest anyone should slander us in the matter 

21 of our administration of this generous amount. For we 
take forethought for what is honorable, not only before 

22 God, but also in the sight of men. And we have sent 
with them also our brother, whom we have proved to be 

B, R: 01hers: the Macedonians. 
8, 12: If a person has an earnest desire to give, God accepts what 

he has to offer. 
8, 14: Your abundance: of material wealth. Their abundance: of 

spiritual wealth or of material wealth at a latter date. 
8, 1 ~: Ex 16, 18 on the manna is accommodated here. 
8, 20: Paul entrusted the collection to several representatives of the 

Christian c~mmunities to prevent his critics from accusing him of 
m1sappropriat1ng money. 

R, 22: Our brother: the third representative whom Paul sent to 
Corinth may have been Tychicus. 
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zealous often and in many things, but who now is mor, 
in earnest than ever, because of his great confidence ir 

23 you, J whether as regards Titus, who is my companion an< 
fellow-worker among you, or as regards our brethren, th• 

24 messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ. Give then 
therefore, in the sight of the churches, a proof of yoUJ 
charity and of our boasting on your behalf. 

9 
1 The Collection to Be Made Promptly For it is indec< 

superfluous for me to write to you with reference to thi: 
2 charitable service to the saints. For I know your eagernc~s 

whereof I boast about you to the Macedonians--that Achaia 
has been ready since last year-and your zeal has stimu· 

3 lated very many. Still, I have sent the brethren, lest ou1 

boasting concerning you should be found empty in thi! 
4 instance; that, as I was saying, you may be ready, I lest, if 

any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, 
we-not to say yourselves--should be put to shame for 

' having been so sure. I have therefore thought it necessary 
to exhort the brethren to go to you in advance and to get 
ready this promised contribution, so that it may be as a 
matter of bounty, and not of extortion. 

6 Exhortation to Generosity Mark this: he who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparmgly, and he who sows bounti-

7 fully will also reap bountifully. Let each one give according 
as he has determined in his heart, not grudgingly or from 

8 compulsion, for "God loves a cheerful giver." And God is 
able to make all grace abound in you, so that always hav-

9 ing ample means, you may abound in every good work, I as 
it is written, "He has scattered abroad and has given to 
the poor, his justice remains forever." 

10 Now he who provides the sower with seed will both give 
you bread to eat and will multiply your seed, and will in-

11 crease the growth of the fruits of your justice; I that, being 
enriched in all things, you may contribute with simplicity 
of purpose, and thus through us evoke thanksgiving to God; 

12 I for the administration of this service not only supplies 

8, 23: A1 regard1 Titu1: in Greek, "it be Titus." AJ regardJ: omit. 
9, 2: Achaia: southern Greece. 
9, 7: See Sir 35, 11. 
9, 9: See Ps 111, 9. 
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the want of the saints, but overflows also in much gratitude 
U to the Lord. The evidence furnished by this service makes 

them glorify God for your obedient profession of Christ's 
gospel and for the sincere generosity of your contributions 

14 to them and to all; I while they themselves, in their prayers 
for you, yearn for you, because of the excellent grace God 

n has given you. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift! 

10 

Ill. THE APOSTLE DEFENDS 

HIS APOSTOLATE 

I His Authority Now I myself, Paul, appeal to you by the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ-I who to your face indeed 
am diffident when among you, but when absent am fearless 

2 towards you! Yes, I beseech you that I may not when I come 
have to be bold, with that assurance wherewith I am thought 
to be bold, against those who regard us as walking accord

~ ing to the flesh. For though we walk in the flesh, we do 
4 not make war according to the flesh; I for the weapons of 

our war fare are not carnal, but powerful before God to the 
demolishing of strongholds, the destroying of reasoning

' I yes, of every lofty thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God, bringing every mind into captivity to 

6 the obedience of Christ, I and being prepared to take ven
geance on all disobedience when once your own submission 
is complete. 

7 Look at what is before you. If anyone 'is confident that 
he is Christ's, let him reflect within himself that even as he 

s is Christ's, so too are we. For even if I boast somewhat more 
about our authority (which the Lord has given for your 
upbuilding, and not for your destruction), I shall not be 

9 put to shame. But that I may not seem to terrify you, as it 
10 were, by letters I ("for his letters," they say, "are weighty 

9, n: Gift: one opinion states that the apostle thanks God for the 
gift of Church unity expressed throul!h the collection. 

10, I: Am diffident: Paul's critics may have called him a coward 
who is rnurageous only when he is absent (see vv. 10-11 ). 

I 0, 2: Paul states: he can be severe if necessary and he will be 
~evere to those who criticize him as "walking accordin,I! to the Besh," 
1.e., as acting 1n a worldly manner. 

10, ~: Althoul!h Paul lives in a physical body ("flesh") he does 
not follow worldly standards ("Besh"). The New Testament writers 
often depict life as warfare between Christ and his enemies. 

10, 4: CornaJ: worldly. 



and telling, but his bodily appearance is weak and his spee1 
11 of no account"), I let such people understand that what v 

are in word by letters when absent, such are we also in d1:1 
when bodily present. 

12 Of course we have not the boldness to class ourselves 1 

to compare ourselves with certain ones who commend ther 
selves. We, on the contrary, measure ourselves by oursel v 

B and compare ourselves with ourselves; I and so we do n 
boast beyond our limits, but within the limits of the co1 
mission which God has given us--limits which include y( 

14 also. For we are not going beyond our commission, as if 
did not embrace you, since we reached even as far as y• 
with the gospel of Christ. 

ts We do not boast beyond our limits, in the labors of oth 
men; but we hope, as your faith increases, greatly to e1 

16 large through you the province allotted to us, I so as even 
preach the gospel in places that lie beyond you, instead • 
boasting in another man's sphere about work already don 

11.1s "But he who boasts, let him boast in the Lord." For 1 
is not approved who commends himself, but he whom ti 
Lord commends. 

11 
1 He Preached Gratuitously Would to God that you coul 

bear with a little of my foolishness! Nay, do bear with m 
2 For I am jealous for you with a divine jealousy. For 

betrothed you to one spouse, that I might present you 
3 chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear lest, as the serpent s 

duced Eve by his guile, so your minds may be corrupted an 
4 fall from a single devotion to Christ. For if he who comi 

preaches another Christ whom we did not preach, or if ye 

10, 12: We, on the contrary ... with ourselves: a prefcrnh 
reading is: "but they, comparing themselves with themselves, m 
measuring themselves by one another, show no understanding.'" 

10, 13: The apostle says that God ordered him and not the fal 
teachers to preach in many places, including Corinth. 

10, 17: }er 9, 23. 
11, 1: My foolishness: his vanity of self-approval, about which Pa 

had to speak to defend himself against his critics. 
11, 2: A divine jealousy: according to one interpretation, Paul 

love for the Corinthians is given to him by God. Vir,e,in: the apostl 
comparing himself to the father of a virgin, arranges for the marriai 
of his daughter (the Corinthian community) to Christ. 

11, 4: Perhaps the best interpretation is: if the intruding tea< he 
presented a religion that excelled the one taught them by Paul, th1 
would deserve honor. 
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receive another Spirit who_m you have not received, or an
other gospel which you did not accept, you might well 

~ bear with him. For I regard myself as nowise inferior 
6 to the great apostles. Even though I be rude in speech, yet 

I am not so in knowledge; but in every way we have made 
ourselves clear to you. 

7 Or did I do wrong when I humbled myself that you 
might be exalted, preaching to you the gospel of God free 

H of charge? I stripped other churches, taking pay from them 
9 so as to minister to you. And when I was witb you and in 

want, I was a burden to no one; for the brethren from 
Macedonia supplied my needs. Thus in all things I have 
kept myself from being a burden to you, aad so I intend 

10 to keep myself. By the truth of Christ which is in me, this 
boast shall not be taken from me in the districts of Achaia. I 

11 Why so? Because I do not love you? God knows I do. 
12 But what I do I will go on doing, that I may deprive them 

of the occasion who are seeking an occasion to boast that 
n they are doing the same as we do. For they are false apostles, 

deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 
14 And no wonder, for Satan himself disguises himself as an 
u angel of light. It is no great thing, then, if his ministers dis

guise themselves as ministers of justice. But their end will 
be according to their works. 

16 His Ministry of Labor and Suffering I repeal, let no 
one think me foolish. But if so, then regard me as such, that 

17 I also may boast a little. What I am saying in this confidence 
of boasting, I am not speaking according to 'the Lord, but as 

IA it were in foolishness. Since many boast according to the 
19 flesh, I too will boast. For you gladly put up with fools, 
20 because you are wise yourselves! For you suffer it if a man 

enslaves you, if a man devours you, if a man takes from 
21 you, if a man is arrogant, if a man slaps your face! I speak 

to my own shame, as though we had been weak. But 
wherein any man is bold-I am speaking foolishly-I also 

22 am bold. I Are they Hebrews? So am I! Are they Israelites? 
So am I ! Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I! I 

11, ': Great apo11/e1: an ironical reference to the false teachers or 
a sincere reference to the Twelve Apostles. 

11, 12: The false teachers accepted a fee for their ministry. They 
wanteJ Paul to do likewise, for they would then feel justified. 

11, 17: Not Jpeaki11f. arcordin/!, 10 the Lord: the apostle feels that he 
has sufficient reason for making an exception to Christ's general rule 
of abstention from boastin.11. 
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23 Are they ministers of Christ? I-to speak as a fool-: 
more: in many more labors, in prisons more frequently, 

24 lashes above measure, often exposed to death. From I 

2' Jews five times I received forty lashes less one. Thrice I " 
scourged, once I was stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, 

26 night and a day I was adrift on the sea; I in journeyir 
often, in perils from floods, in perils from robbers, in pet 
from my own nation, in perils from the Gentiles, in pet 
in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the s' 

27 in perils from false brethren; I in labor and hardships, 
many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, in fastings ofti 

28 in cold and nakedness. Besides those outer things, there 
29 my daily pressing anxiety, the care of all the churches! W 

is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, a 
30 I am not inflamed? If I must boast, I will boast of t 

things that concern my weakness. 
31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is bless 
32 forevermore, knows that I do not lie. In Damascus t 

governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of t 
33 Damascenes in order to arrest me; I but I was lowered 

a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped 1 
hands. 

12 
1 His Revelations If I must boast-it is not indeed expe< 

ent to do so--but I will come to visions and revelations 
2 the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years al'" 

whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I ' 
3 not know, God knows-such a one was caught up to t 

third heaven. And I know such a man-whether in the hLH 

11, 23: In pri1ons: Paul was imprisoned at Philippi (Acts 16, 2 \ 
11, 24: Five 1ime1: not one instance of Paul"s subjection to ti 

Jewish penalty is related in scripture (see 11, 25 n). The oldt 
mention of this penalty is in Dt 25, 3 ("Forty stripes may be µiv' 
him, but no more''). Lest this law of Dt be violated, only thirty-11i, 
lashes ("forty lashes less one'") were administered. 

11, 25: The three scourgings refer to a Roman punishment wi 
the only known example having been at Philippi (Acts 16, 22-23 
Onced Jloned: in Lystra (Acts 14, 19). Shipwreck: see Acts 27, 27 
The shipwreck took place after the writing of 2 Car. 

11, 32: See Acts 9, 24-25. 
12, 2: A man: Paul himself. Body ... hody: in ecstasy. Campa 

Tennyson's In Memoriam, Part XII. Third heaven: the apostle refe 
to the Jewish notion of heaven: the first heaven of air, the sernr 
of stars, and the third of sublimated fire, the highest heave11, , 
'"paradise·· (v. 4). 
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4 or out of the body I do not know, God knows- I that he 
was caught up into paradise and heard secret words that 

' man may not repeat. Of such a man I will boast; but of my· 
6 self I will glory in nothing save in my infirmities. For if I 

do wish to boast, I shall not be foolish; for I shall be speaking 
the truth. But I forbear, lest any man should reckon me 
beyond what he sees in me or hears from me. 

7 His Infirmities And lest the greatness of the revelations 
should puff me up, there was given me a thorn for the flesh, 

e a messenger of Satan, to buffet me. Concerning this I thrice 
9 besought the Lord that it might leave me. And he has said 

to me, "My grace is sufficient for thee, for strength is made 
perfect in weakness." Gladly therefore I will glory in my 
infirmities, that the strength of Christ may dwell in me. 

lo Wherefore I am satisfied, for Christ's sake, with infirmities, 
with insults, with hardships, with persecutions, with distresses. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

11 He Has Been Forced to Boast I have become foolish! 
You have forced me. For I ought to have been commended 
by you, since in no way have I fallen short of the most emi-

12 nent apostles, even though I am nothing. Indeed, the signs 
of the apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in 

B miracles and wonders and deeds of power. For in what 
have you been less favored than the other churches-unless 
in this, that I was no bwden to you? Pardon me this wrong! 

14 His Third Visit Behold, this is the third time that I am 
ready to come to you. And I will not be a burden to you; 
for I do not seek yours, but you. For the children should 
not save up for the parents, but the parents for the children. 

12, 4: Many moderns interpret this verse to mean a high degree of 
contemplation. 

12, ) : Paul~ is enraptured by his mystical experience, but lest he 
feel proud he adds: "I will ,l!lory in ... my infirmities:· 

12, 6: Les I ... from me: lest any man believe in Paul solely be
cause of these favors that he received. 

12, 7: A 1horn for lhe flesh: a humiliating, painful illness of a 
d1ronic nature. Some conjectures are: epilepsy; eye trouble (Gal 4, 
13-1'1); malaria. A meuenxer of SaJan: Paul personifies his illness 
since it impedes his ministry. 

12, 10: When I am weak: in the natural order because of defects, 
"then I am strong" in the supernatural order. 

12, 14: The lhird lime: see Introduction to the epistle on the 
sorrowful visiL 
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1' But I will most gladly spend and be spent myself for yo 
souls, even though, loving you more I be loved less. 

16 But be it so: I was no burden to you, but, being craf 
17 I caught you by guile. Did I take advantage of you throu 
18 any of these whom I sent to you? I urged Titus to go, a 

I sent our brother with him. Did Titus take advantage 
you? Have we not walked in the same spirit, have we ~ 
walked in the same steps? 

19 Are you thinking all this time that we are defending m 
selves before you? We speak before God in Christ; but 

20 all things, beloved, for your own edification. For I fear le 
perhaps when I come I may not find you as I should wi! 
and lest I may be found by you not as you would wish- le 
perhaps there be found among you contentions, envyini 
animosities, dissensions, detractions, gossiping, arrogance, d 

21 orders-- I lest when I come again God should humiliate r 
before you,· and I should mourn over many who sinned t 
fore and have not repented of the uncleanness and ii 
morality and licentiousness that they practised. 

13 
1 Warnings Behold, this is the third time that I am comir 

to you: "On the word of two or three witnesses every wo 
2 shall be confirmed." I have already warned, when prestr 

and now in my absence I warn again those who sinned b 
fore, and all the rest, that, if I come again, I will not spa1 

3 Do you seek a proof of the Christ who speaks in me, who 
4 not weak in your regard, nay, is powerful in you? For thoui 

he was crucified through weakness, yet he lives through ti 
power of God. Yes, we also are weak in him, yet we shi 
live with him through the power of God in your regnr 

' Put your own selves to test, whether you are in the faitl 
prove yourselves. Do you not know yourselves that Chri 

12, 16: I (12Ul!,ht you by 1!,Ui/e: Paul"s enemies may have said 1 

might say that he managed to get money from the Corinthians throu> 
his legates. 

12, 18: Brother: see 8, 22 n. 
12, 19: Before God in Christ: before God as their judge, Paul ar 

his fellow missionaries speak as ministers of Christ. 
13, 1-2: The third time: see Introduction to the epistle on ti 

sorrowful visit. 
13, I: The apostle will deal legally in accordance with Dt 19, l 
13, 4: Jl7 e a/JO are weak in him: Paul and his fellow missionari1 

share in Christ's sufferings. In your reJ!,ard: in dealing with ti 
Corinthians. 
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6 Jesus is in you? unless perhaps you are reprobate! But I hope 
7 that you will come to know that we are not reprobate. But 

we pray God that you may do no evil at all, not wishing 
ourselves to appear approved, but that you may do what is 

R good, and we ourselves pass as reprobate. For we can do 
9 nothing against the truth, but only for the truth. And so we 

rejoice when we are weak but you are strong. This we also 
p1 a y for, your perfecting. 

to Wherefore I write these things while absent, that when 
present I may not act more severely, according to the power 
that the Lord has given me for upbuilding. and not for 
destruction. 

CONaUSION 

Ii Farewell In conclusion, brethren, rejoice, be perfected, be 
comforted, be of the same mind, be at peace; and the God 

12 of peace and love will be with you. Greet one another with 
a holy kiss. All the saints send you greetings. 

U The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the charity of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. Amen. 

13, 7: Paul hopes that he will not have to use his authority when 
he arrives al Corinth. 

13, 9: Per/ec1i11J?.: correcting the Corinthians. 
13, 12: A holy kiJJ: see 1 Cor 16, 20 n. 



THE 

EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE 

GALATIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

The vast majority of scholars, including the most radical, accept t 
letter to the Galatians as having been written by Paul. 

The purpose of writing this autobiographical epistle was to defo 
his authority as an apostle. Besides, Paul's proclamation of liberty 
Chapter 4 has earned for this epistle the title of the Magna Charla 
Christian Freedom. More especially, however, the apostle wrote an~r1 
against certain Judaizers who tried to convince the Galatians th: 
contrary to what Paul formerly preached among them, the observan 
of the Mosaic Law and circumcision were still necessary for salvatio 
Although it is impossible to say for certain what the outcome was, 
may be said that the Galatians most likely remained loyal to Paul. 11 
identity of the Judaizers is not clear but, according to some schola1 
they seemingly were Christians who harbored false notions of Chri 
tianity. Neither is it clear in what way Paul received informati< 
about their activity. It also remains obscure whether the Judaize 
were Galatians or whether they came from outside of Galatia. 

The most disputed initial question concerns the identity of ti 
"churches of Galatia" (1, 4) and the "Galatians" (3, 1) to who 
Paul wrote. The dispute about this problem is customarily open1 
with a brief background history. Some Celts settled near modern A1 
kara. Turkey, about 250 B.C. They gradually conquered the southc1 
territories of Pisidia, Lycaonia, Phrygia. The northern (near Ankara 
and southern territories formed one Roman province in 25 B.C. T~ 
experts are still faced with this question: did Paul write to the Gal: 
tians of the northern or southern territories? After a century of <Ii 
putes, it has become clear that there are solid arguments for bul 
theories. Yet, more scholars favor the north Galatian than the soul 
Galatian theory. 

The advocates of the south Galatian theory maintain that Paul wro1 
to the communities which he founded on his first missionary journe 
namely, those of Pisidia, Antioch, lconium, Lystra, and Derbe (Ac 
13, 13--14, 24). The advocates of the north Galatian theory clai1 
that Paul revisited these cities on his second missionary journey b1 
then passed through "Phrygia and the Galatian country" (Acts 11 
6). Again, according to Acts 18, 23, Paul "travelled through tl 
Galatian country and Phrygia" on his third missionary journey. R1 
gardless which theory is correct the interpretation of the epistle 
hardly affected. 

Intimately related with the fust problem is the question of wheth1 
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the recipienll of the epistle were convem from paganism or converts 
from Judaism. It is not easy to detcet this from Paul's referenco to 
their practices and beliefs. 

Time and place of composition are given variantly, depending on 
the position held as regards the recipients of the letter. The date of 
composition is one of the most complicated introductory New Testa
ment questions to answer. Many advocates of the south Galatian 
theory favor the view that Paul wrote the letter from Corinth <luring 
his second missionary journey. Many promoters of the north Galatian 
theory hold that Paul wrote the letter from Ephous (Acts 19, lff) 
after his second visit to the Galatians (Acts 18, 23). Furthermore, 
because of the similar contents of the letters to the Galatians and to 
the Romans, and because the epistle to the Romans shows a calmer 
atmosphere than that to the Galatians, the latter is said to have heen 
written prior to the former. Hence, the years 56-57 are often given 
as the date of Paul's letter to the Galatians. 

Main divisions of the Epistle to the Galatians are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-10 

Pe•sonal Defense 
2. A Defense of His Apostolate, 1, 11-24 
3. A Defense of His Gospel, 2, 1-21 

Dorl•inal 
4. Justification Comes from Paith Not from the Mosaic Law, 

3, 1-29 
'· Christians Live in a State of Preedom, 4, 1-31 

Moral 
6. General Counsels, 5, 1-26 
7. Specific Counsels, 6, 1-10 
8. Conclusion, 6, 11-18 



INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Greeting Paul, an Apostle, sent not from men . nor ?Y 

man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him 
2 from the dead, I and all the brethren who are with me, to 
3 the churches of Galatia. Grace and peace be to you from 
4 God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, I who 

gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from 
the wickedness of this present world according to the will 

' of our God and Father; I to whom is glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

6 Surprise and Rebuke I marvel that you are so quickly 
deserting him who called you to the grace of Christ, changing 

7 to another gospel; I which is not another gospel, except in this 
respect that there are some who trouble you, and wish 

B to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach a gospel to you other 
than that which we have preached to you, let him be anath· 

!ii ema! As we have said before, so now I say again: If 
anyone preach a gospel to you other than that which you 

10 have received, let him be anathema! For am I now seeking 
the favor of men, or of God? Or am I seeking to please 
men? If I were still trying to please men. I should not be 
a servant of Christ. 

I. PERSONAL DEFENSE 

I. A DEFENSE OF HIS APOSTOLATE 

11 Not of Human Origin For I give you to understand, 
brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not 

12 of man. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught 
B it; but I received it by a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you 

have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism; how 
beyond all measure I persecuted the Church of God, and 

1, 2: Galatia: see Introduction to this epistle. 
1, 6: Deur1i11g him: deserting God the Father. 
1, 8: Anarhema: cursed, excommunicated from the Church. 
1, 12: By a re11e/aJio11: see Acts 9, 3·9 on Paul's conversion. 
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14 ravaged it. And I advanced io Judaism above many of my 
contemporaries in my nation, showing much more zeal for 

1' the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased him who 
from my mother's womb set me apart and called me by his 

16 grace, I to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles, immediately, without taking counsel 

17 with flesh and blood, j and without going up to Jerusalem 
to those who were appointed apostles before me, I retired 
into Arabia, and again returned to Damascus. 

1e Then after three years I went to Jerusalem to see Peter, 
19 and I remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of 

the other apostles, except James, the brother of the Lord. 
20 Now in what I am writing to you, behold, before God, I do 
21 not lie. Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 
22 And I was unknown by sight to the churches of Judea 
23 which were in Christ. But they had heard only that he 

who formerly persecuted us, now preaches the faith which 
24 once he ravaged. And they glorified God in me. 

II. A DEFENSE OF HIS GOSPEL 

2 
I Approved by the Apostles Then after fourteen years I 

went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, talcing also 
2 Titus along with me. And I went up in consequence of a 

revelation, and I conferred with them on the gospel which 
I preach among the Gentiles, but separately with the men 
of authority; lest perhaps I should be' running, or had 

' run in vain. But not even Titus, who was with me, Gentile 
4 though he was, was compelled to be circumcised, I although 

1, 14: The tradi1ion1 of my fa1her1: the Mosaic Law and the body of 
oral tradition developed by the scribes to explain and apply the Law. 

1, 15: God had selected Paul for a supernatural mission after the 
manner of Jeremia (Jer 1, 5 n) and the servant of the Lord ("'The 
Lor<l called me from birth, from my mother's womb ..... Is 49, 1). 

1. 16: F/eih and blood: the same Hebraic idiom for human being 
is used in Mt 16, 17. 

1, 17-IR: See Acts 9, 19-22 n. 
2, 1-10: Generally, this passa11e is considered Paul's account of the 

Jerusalem council of 49-50 narrated in Acts 15, 6-29, despite many 
differences between the two accounts. 

2, 3-4: In spite of the Judaizers ("false brethren") who tried to find 
weak points in the ar1111ments of Paul and his companions ("spy 
upon") and who urged that converts from among the pagans be 
circumcised to be saved, Titus was not circumcised. 

2. 4: Liberty: from the "slavery" of innumerable prescriptions of 
the Mosaic Law, such as circumcision (see 4, 31 n). 
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it was urged on account of false brethren who were brought 
in secretly, who slipped in to spy upon our liberty which 
we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into 

' slavery. Now to these we did not yield in submission, 
no, not for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might 

6 continue with you. But from the men of authority (what 
they once were matters not to me; God accepts not the per
son of man)-the men of authority laid no further burden 

7 on me. On the contrary, when they saw that to me was 
committed the gospel for the uncircumcised, as to Peter 

e that for the circumcised I (for he who worked in Peter for 
the apostleship of the circumcised worked also in me among 

9 the Gentiles)-and when they recognized the grace that 
was given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were 
considered the pillars, gave to me and to Barnabas the 
right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles, 

10 and they to the circumcised; I provided only that we should 
be mindful of the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 

11 Paul Reproves Peter But when Cephas came to Antioch, 
I withstood him to his face, because he was deserving of blame. 

12 For before certain persons came from James, he used to eat 
with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to with
draw and to separate himself, fearing the circumcised. 

B And the rest of the Jews dissembled along with him, so that 
Barnabas also was led away by them into that dissimulation. 

14 But when I saw that they were not walking uprightly accord
ing to the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before 
them all: If thou, though a Jew, livest like the Gentiles, 
and not like the Jews, how is it that thou dost compel the 
Gentiles to live like the ] ews? 

1' We are Jews by birth, and not sinners from among 

2, 5: Not for an hour: we would say "not for a minute." 
2, 11-14: This incident happened after the members of the Council 

of Jerusalem sent representatives to accompany Paul and Barnabas 
(Acts 15, 22) with a letter that contained the four prohibitions 
eniomed upon the Gentiles to ease friction with Jewish converts (see 
Acts 15, 20 n). 

Peter did not observe the Mosaic Law until some Jewish converts 
arnved at Antioch, and then his shift offended the Gentile converts. 
Paul reprimanded Peter for his vacillating policy. 

2, 15-21: Either Paul actually voiced these reprimands at Antioch 
in Peter's presence or Paul made them in this letter to counteract 
the arguments of some J udaizers who preached to the Galatians that 
they must observe the Mosaic Law for salvation. 
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16 the Gentiles. But we know that man is not justified by 
the works of the Law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ. 
Hence we also believe in Christ Jesus, that we may be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of 
the Law; because by the works of the Law no man will 

17 be justified. But if, while we are seeking to be justified 
in Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ 

IA therefore the minister of sin? By no means. I For if I 
reconstruct the things that I destroyed, I make myself a 

19 sinner. For I through the Law have died to the Law that 
20 I may live to God. With Christ I am nailed to the cross. I It 

is now no longer I that live, but Christ lives in me. And 
the life that I now live in the flesh, I live in the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself up for 

21 me. I I do not cast away the grace of God. For if justice 
is by the Law, then Christ died in vain. 

II. DOCTRINAL 

I. JUSTIFICATION FROM FAITH NOT FROM THE LAW 

3 
1 Proved from the Galatians' Experience 0 foolish Gal

atians! who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus 

2, 16: See Rom 3, 20 n on the powerlessness of the Mosaic Law. 
2, 17: If nonobservance of the Mosaic Law and seeking justi

fication through faith in Christ beget sin, as the Judaizers claim, then 
Christ would be the cause of sin. An absurdity! 

2, IA: If Paul would observe again ("reconstruct") the Mosaic Law 
which he already repudiated, he would become a transgressor of 
the same Mosaic Law because it must no longer be observed. Therefore, 
to observe it is to transgress it. 

2, 19: Through the law of faith in Christ the apostle has died 
to the Mosaic Law that he may more completely be alive for God. 
IY'i1h Chri11 I am nailed lo !he "ou: this ~ntence is explained in 
v. 20. Paul and the Christians live with Christ in a real intimate 
union. By this "'concrucifixion" Paul does not mean a subjective 
crucifixion of the Christian's undesirable affections and tendencies. 
He means a real, objective, supernatural though mysterious power 
through which the Christian participates in Christ's death. In this 
context. the meaning is that the Christian's death to sin and to the 
Mosair Law is effected by the concrucifixion with Christ. Concruci.6xion 
with Christ takes place at the reception of baptism. 

2, 21: I do nol caJI away lhe grace of God: by reverting to the 
practice of the Mosaic Law. The rest of v. 21 syntheiiizes well Paul's 
position on the futility of the Mosaic Law, namely: if observin,I! the 
Mosaic Law were the ordinary means for the Christian to save his soul. 
then Christ's coming on earth would have been superfluous. 

3, 1 : Paul labels the Galatians fools for having allowed themselves 
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2 Christ has been depicted crucified? This only I would learn 
from you: Did you receive the Spirit in virtue of the works 

5 of the Law, or in virtue of hearing and believing? Are you 
so foolish that after beginning in the Spirit, you now 

4 make a finish in the flesh? Have you suffered so much in 
' vain? if indeed it be in vain. He therefore who gives the 

Spirit to you, and works miracles among you, does he do 
it by the works of the Law, or by the message of faith? 

6 Even thus "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as justice." 

7 The Example of Abraham Know therefore that the men 
8 of faith are the real sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 

foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
announced to Abraham beforehand, "In thee shall all the 

9 nations be blessed." Therefore the men of faith shall be 
blessed with faithful Abraham. 

to The Nature of the Law For those who rely on the works 
of the Law are under a curse. For it is written, "Cursed is 
everyone who does not hold to all things that are written 
in the book of the Law, to perform them." 

11 But that by the Law no man is justified before God is evi-

to be deceived by the Judaizers in spite of his preaching to them about 
Christ crucified. 

3, 2: The apostle's rhetorical question reminds the Galatians 
that they have received the Holy Spirit and his gifts not by observing 
the Mosaic Law but by believing in Christ. 

3, 4: Have the Galatians experienced so many gifts of the Holy 
Spirit in vain-if indeed they can be experienced in vain? 

3, 5: God sends the Holy Sfirit and lavishes his gifts and miracles 
upon the Galatians because o their faith, not because they observe 
the Mosaic Law. 

3, 6: Take Abraham as an example. He was justified by believing 
in God's promises (see Gn 15, 6). 

3, 7: The Jewish followers ol the Mosaic Law are not the true 
descendants of Abraham but the Christians who follow the law of 
faith in Christ are. 

3, 8: The Scripture: Paul personifies scripture, meaning: God. 
The apostle reinterprets the blessing of Gn 12, 3 as a prediction of 
the conversion of the Gentiles. 

3, 10: Paul reinterprets Dt 27, 26 to mean that the Mosaic Law is 
a malediction because in itself it gives no help to obey it, and a Jew 
was obliged to obey the Law in its entirety (see Dt 28, 3-68 n). 

3, 11: Habacuc ( 2, 4) told the Jews that by trusting in God they 
will be spared the Babylonian invasion. Paul, reinterpreting Habacuc, 
tells the Galatians that by believing in Christ they will be justified 
(compare Rom 1, 17 n). 
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u dent, because "he who is jwt lives by faith." But the Law 
does not rest on faith; but, "he who does these things, shall 

n live by them." Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 
Law, becoming a curse for w; for it is written, "Cursed is 

14 everyone who hangs on a gibbet"; I that the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, 
that through faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 

" The Promise of God Brethren (I speak after the manner 
of men); yet even a man's will, once it has been ratified, 

16 no one annuls or alters. The promises were made to Abraham 
and to his offspring. He does not say, "And to his offsprings," 
as of many; but as of one, "And to thy offspring," who 

17 is Christ. Now I mean this: The Law which was made 
four hundred and thirty years later does not annul the 
covenant which was ratified by God, so as to make the 

18 promise void. For if the right to inherit be from the Law, 
it is no longer from a promise. But God gave it to Abraham 
by promise. 

19 The Purpose of the lAw What then was the Law? It was 
enacted on account of transgressions, being delivered by 
angels through a mediator, until the offspring should come 

3, 12: The Mosaic Law discounts the value of faith as a motive 
of obe<lience. Paul cites Lv 18, 5 to show that the Mosaic Law does 
not treat of faith but only of the execution of the Law's precepts. 

3, 13: According to Dt 21, 23, God curses anyone who hangs on a 
tree because this penalty presupposes a grave sin against God. Paul 
says: Christ took this curse upon himself when he hung on the 
cross to redeem man from the curse of having to obey many com
mands of the Mosaic Law that provides no help for obeying them. 
Red6tmed: see 1 Cor 6, 20 n. 

3, 14: The bleuin/1, of Abraham: see 3, 8 n. Spirit: see 3, 2 n. 
3, 16: God made promises to Abraham and to his "offspring," 

literally "seed" (Gn 12, 7). Paul makes much of the seed (in the 
singular) to interpret it as Christ. 

3, 17: The Mosaic Law was given 430 years after God had made the 
promises to Abraham. The Law, however, did not cancel these promises 
(according to the Greek of Ex 12, 40). The number of years that had 
elapsed between Abraham and Moses was disputed in Paul's time as it 
is now, but this is irrelevant to Paul's argumentation. 

3, I B : The right to inherit the promises of the Messia and his 
spiritual gifts does not come from the Mosaic Law but from the free 
promises made to Abraham. 

3, 19: What 1hen was the Law?: since Paul explained (in the 
preceding verses) that the Mosaic Law had no direct relation with 
foith in Christ and with justification, nor with the Messianic promises, 
it was logical to ask what, then, was the final purpose of the Mosaic 
Law? It was 11nac1ed on auo1mt of transgressions: what Paul says is: 



626 GALATIANS 3 

20 to whom the promise was made. Now there is no in 
21 termediary where there is only one; but God is one. Is th 

law then contrary to the promises of God? By no means 
For if a law had been given that could give life, justio 

22 would truly be from the law. But the Scripture shut u1 
all things under sin, that by the faith of Jesus Cluist th1 
promise might be given to those who believe. 

23 But before the faith came we were kept imprisone< 
under the law, shut up for the faith that was to be re 

24 vealed. Therefore the law has been our tutor unto Christ 
25 that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith ha: 
26 come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all the 
27 children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all yot 

who have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ 

God gave the Mosaic Law to increase sins. What the apostle meam 
is: God allowed the Mosaic Law to become an occasion of more sins 
Paul does not distinguish between God's causing and God's permittin~ 
something to happen. It is characteristic of the inspired writers tc 
attribute everything to God and thereby to omit this distinction sc 
theologically important to moderns. 

Paul looked back into history. He saw that the Mosaic Law specified 
dearly what was a sin and what was not, but in itself the Law did nnl 
help to avoid sin (see Rom 7, 10-12 n). Consequently, from the point 
of view of what actually happened historically, Paul could say that the 
Law was enacted and sin increased (see Rom 5, 20 n). Delivered h) 
angels 1hro11gh a media/or: the apostle argues that the Mosaic bw 
is inferior to the promise made to Abraham because the Law was 
given through angels (according to Jewish beliefs, as reflected also 
in Acts 7, 38 and Heb 2, 2) and through a mediator (Moses), 
whereas the promise to Abraham was given directly by God (v. 20). 

3, 20: There are more than 430 interpretations of this verse 
(see 3, 19 n). 

3, 21-22: The general meaning is: the Mosaic Law is not con
trary to the promises made to Abraham because the Law was instituted 
to lead men to believe in Christ and thereby inherit the promises. 

3, 21: If a law ... juslice would truly be from the Law: if the 
observance of the Mosaic Law were a satisfactory way of justifying and 
sanctifying men, then, Paul implies, there would have been no need of 
Christ to redeem men. 

3, 22: Scripture testifies that all !l)en sinned (see Rom 3, 9-18 n) 
on account of the Mosaic Law (see 3, 19 n). The powerlessness of th,. 
Mosaic Law to save men, due to the Law's lack of help in avoi<ling 
sin, led men to believe in Christ through whom the promises made lo 
Abraham came true. 

3, 23: Before Christ came on earth, in whom the Christians have 
faith. they were under the domination of the Mosaic Law while they 
waited for the new law of faith. 

3, 24: Just as the pedagogue in Greco-Roman times led the child 
to his teacher, so the Mosaic Law led the Jews to Christ (see 3, 22 n). 

3, 27: "Putting on Christ" means the same as being concrucified 
with Christ (see 2, 19 n). 
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2s There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor 
freeman; there is neither male nor female. For you are 

29 all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you 
are the offspring of Abraham, heirs according to promise. 

II. CHRISTIANS LIVE IN A STATE OF FREEDOM 

4 
1 Slavery and Preedom Now I say, as long as the beir is a 

child, he differs in no way from a slave, though he is the 
2 master of all; I but he is under guardians and stewards 
3 until the time set by his father. So we too, when we were 

children, were enslaved under the elements of the world. 
4 But when the fullness of time came, God sent his Son, 
' born of a woman, born under the Law, I that he might re

deem those who were under the Law, that we might re-
6 ceive the adoption of sons. And because you are sons, 

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
7 "'Abba, Father." I So that he is no longer a slave, but a 

llOn; and if a son, an heir also through God. 

B No Return lo Slavery But then indeed, not knowing God, 

3, 28: "Putting on Christ" (v. 27) makes Christians so united in 
Christ that they are all equal, irrespective of nationality, social 
conditions, or sex. In those days, it was revolutionary to speak of 
e<juality among Jews and Greeks, among slaves and freemen. However, 
it seems that Paul speaks as a theologian here rath<!r than as a social 
reformer (see Introduction to the Epistle to Phi lemon), 

3, 29: See 3, 7 n. 
4, 2: By hi1 father: the apostle gives evidence of a point in Roman 

law that is verified by extrabiblical evidence. According to Roman 
low, a boy was freed from his guardians and stewards when he 
reached the age of puberty which was decided by his father not by 
Roman law. 

4, 3: Just as a child does not differ from a slave (v. 1), the 
Christians were "enslaved under the elements of the world" which, 
arcordinf! to one of at least four opinions, means the Mosaic Law 
(if Jews) or natural law (if Gentiles) before Christ came. 

4, 4: The mention of God's pre-existing Son "born of a woman" 
does not indu<le nor exclude the virginal birth. This is the closest 
Paul ever came in mentioning the Blessed Virgin Mary. According to 
the most common interpretation, the apostle is simply saying that 
Jesus became a member of the human race. 

4, 6: Becauu you are Jo111: from the viewpoint of time, the conferral 
of divine sonship and the coming of the Holy Spirit are simultaneous; 
f1om the viewpoint of causality, the coming of the Holy Spirit is first 
(it is the cause) and the conferral of divine sonship is second (it is 
the effect). Abba: see Mk 14, 36 n; Rom 8, 15 n. 
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9 you served those who really are not gods. But now tli 
you have come to know God. or rather to be known by Ge 
how is it that you turn again to the weak and begga 1 

10 elements, which you desire to serve again? You are c 
11 serving days and months and seasons and years. I fc 

for you, lest perhaps I have labored among you in va1 
12 Become like me, because I also have become like ye 

brethren, I beseech you! You have done me no wror 
13 And you know that on account of a physical infirmity 

preached the gospel to you formerly; and though I was 
14 trial to you in my flesh, I you did not reject or despise ff 

but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jest 
15 I Where then is your self-congratulation? For I bear ye 

witness that, if possible, you would have plucked o 
16 your very eyes and given them to me. Have I then becor 
17 your enemy, because I tell you the truth? They court y< 

from no good motive; but they would estrange you, th 
18 you may court them. But court the good from a gDl 

motive always, and not only when I am present with yo 
19 I my dear children, with whom I am in labor again, un 
20 Christ is formed in you! But I wish I could be with y< 

now, and change my tone, because I do not know wh 
to make of you. 

4, 9: RaJh" to be known by God: the conversion of the Galntia 
was due more to God"s love for them than to their love of Go 
Weak and beggarly element1: the Galatians should not return to UH 
former religion since it is too weak to save them spiritually. 

4, 10: According to one opinion, Paul is alluding to feasts und 
the Mosaic Law. Regardless, he interprets these practices as 
rejection of Christ. 

4, 12: See 1 Cor 9, 19-22 n. 
4, 13-14: See 2 Cor 12, 7 n. 
4, 15: Paul contrasts the satisfaction derived by the Galatians fro 

his preaching among them with their subsiding enthusiasm. P'1kk, 
out your eye1: a metaphor to express that the Galatians" hospitali 
was such as to have gladly given him their most prized possessions. Tl 
expression does not refer to an infumity from which Paul sulferc 
(see 2 Cor 12, 7 n). 

4, 17: They court you: a reference to the false teachers who tri< 
to alienate the Galatians from Paul and the Gospel. 

4, 18: But court the good from a good motive alway1: in Gree 
'"it is always good to be eagerly sought after for a good purpose 
This verse means: it is laudable for any teacher to be interested in ti 
Galatians, provided that the interest is based on a worthy moti• 
(see 4, 17 n). 

4, 20: I do not know: Paul is not acquainted with the enti 
situation. 
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1

21 Ismael and Isaac Tell me, you who desire to be under the 
2l Law, have you not read the Law? For it is written that 

1 
Abraham had two sons, the one by a slave-girl and the other 

l,2l by a free woman. And the son of the slave-girl was born 
according to the flesh, but the son of the free woman in 

'24 virtue of the promise. This is said by way of allegory. 
For these are the two covenants: one indeed· from Mount 
Sinai, bringing forth children unto bondage, which is Agar. 

l' for Sinai is a mountain in Arabia, which corresponds to 
the present Jerusalem, and is in slavery with her children. 

21i But that Jerusalem which is above is free, which is our 
27 mother. For it is written, "Rejoice thou barren, that dost 

not bear; break forth and cry, thou that dost not travail; for 
many are the children of the desolate, more than of her 
that has a husband." 

2e Now we, brethren, are the children of promise, as Isaac 
iv was. But as then he who was born according to the flesh 

4, 21: Have you nol read 1hs Law?: in Greek, "will you not Jisteo 
to the Law?" 

1, 22-24: The apostle compares the two sons of Abraham with the 
Old and New Testament convenants. Agar, Abraham's slave-wife 
begets a slave, Ismael (Gn 16). Agar represents the Old Testament 
alliance i<iven to Moses on Mount Sinai in Arabia. Just as the 
cl11ldren of the slove·wife are born into a life of slavery, so are the 
children of the Old Testament alliance born into a life of "slavery" 
under the Mosaic Law (see 4, 31 n). 

Sara, Abraham's free-wife, begets a freeman, Isaac (Gn 21, 1-8). 
Sam represents the New Testament covenant. Just as the children of the 
free-wife are born into a life of freedom, so are th~ children of the 
New Testament born into a life of freedom. 

<f, n·26: In contrast with the "slaves" of the earthly Jerusalem 
who insist on observing the Mosaic Law, there are the freemen of the 
heavenly Jerusalem who observe Christ's law (see 4, 31 n). Just 
os Isaac was born in fulfillment of a promise made to Abraham and 
sterile Sara, so the Gentile converts ate "born" of a sa)vation
promise when they believe that Christ is the divine Messia. 

<f, 27: The prophet (see Is 54, 1), in his poetic address to 
Jerusalem during the sixth century exile of the Jews in Babylonia, 
nclaims: though Jerusalem seems abandoned by Yahweh, her spouse, 
and though she resembles a sterile wife, he will come back to enrich 
htr with children who will return from exile to Jerusalem. Then 
she will hear more offspring than a married woman. Paul reinterprets 
this prophetic hyperbolic vignette thus: it will be spiritually fulfilled 
in a future heavenly Jerusalem that will be populated with Christians 
who have been liberated from the Mosaic Law. 

1, 28-.lO: Just as Ismael maltreated Isaac, so the Judaizers persecute 
the Christians and Paul. Sara's eviction of Agar and of her slave-son 
(C;11 21, 9· n) symholizes that the Christians will emerge as the final 
Vi< tors anJ will be free. 

4, 28: See 3. 7 n. 
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persecuted him who was born according to the spirit, 
30 also it is now. But what does the Scripture say? "Cast o 

the slave-girl and her son, for the son of the slave-g 
31 shall not be heir with the son of the free woman." The1 

fore, brethren, we are not children of a slave-girl, h 
of the free woman-in virtue of the freedom wherewi 
Christ has· made us free. 

Ill. MORAL 

I. GENERAL COUNSELS 

5 
1 Circumcision Now Voidance of Christ Stand fast, ar 
2 do not be caught again under the yoke of slavery. Behold, 

Paul, tell you that if you be circumcised, Christ will be 4 

3 no advantage to you. And I testify again to every man w~ 
has himself circumcised. that he is bound to observe tl 

4 whole Law. You who would be justified in the Law a1 
estranged from Christ; you have fallen away from grac 

' For we in the Spirit wait for the hope of justice in virtl 
6 of faith. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision is of an 

avail, nor uncircumcision, but faith which works throug 
charity. 

7 Judgment on Seducers You were running well; who hinc 
e ered you from obeying the truth? This persuasion is nr 
9 from him who calls you. A little leaven ferments the who! 

4, 31: By freedom from the Mosaic Law and by a newly foun 
freedom through faith in Christ, the apostle means that a Christia 
no longer obeys predominantly because of the external pressure frur 
a written external law (the Mosaic Law), but obeys because of ru 
unwritten internal and dynamic law of love coming from the Hol 
Spirit. In fact, the Christian is freed from any law as law, insofar as h 
acts out of an inner principle of love. When this love begins to lose it 
influence, the Christian is reminded of his duties by the written law o 
Christ as explained in the New Testament. 

5, 1: Slavery: see 4, 1 n. 
5, 3: The whole law: see 3, 10 n. 
5, 5: It is disputed whether Paul means that we ue waiting to b 

justified from sin by faith through the Holy Spirit or through grace 
5, 6: Failh whfrh works lhrouf!.h charily: a key Pauline doctrin· 

(see Jas 2, 24 n). 
5, 8: The belief in circumcision and in the observance of th• 

Mosaic Law as a means of salvation is not from God. 
5, 9: See 1 Cor 5, 6. The evil influence of the false teachers is ap 

to cause the complete ruin of the Christian community. 
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10 mass. I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will not 
think otherwise; but he who disturbs you will bear the pen· 

11 alty, whoever he may be. But I, brethren, if I still preach 
circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then is the stumbling· 

112 block of the cross removed! Would that those who are un· 
settling you would mutilate themselves! 

I" llow Christians Should Live For you have been called 
to liberty, brethren; only do not use liberty as an occasion 

114 for sensuality, but by charity serve one another. For the 
whole Law is fulfilled in one word: Thou shalt love thy 

1' neighbor as thyself. But if you bite and devour one another, 
take heed or you will be consumed by one another. 

16 But I say: Walk in the Spirit, and you will not fulfill 
17 the lusts of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the spirit, 

and the spirit against the flesh; for these are opposed to 
le each other, so that you do not do what you would. But 
19 if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. Now 

the works of the flesh are manifest, which are immorality, 
20 uncleanness, licentiousness, I idolatry, witchcrafts, enmities, 

contentions, jealousies, anger, quarrels, factions, parties, 
21 I envies, murders, drunkenness, carousings, and suchlike. And 

concerning these I warn you, as I have warned you, that 
they who do such things will not attain the kingdom 

22 of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is: charity, joy, peace, 
23 patience, kindness, goodness, I faith, modesty, continency. 
24 Against such things there is no law.j And they who be-

long to Christ have crucified their flesh wi;h its passions 

5, 11: If, as the false teachers say, the apostle teaches the necessity 
of circumcision for salvation, why do these Judaizers persecute him? 

5, 12: Mutilate them1elvei: make eunuchs of themselves. Paul 
may have been induced to utter this caustic remark by the Judaizers" 
insistence on circumcision. It is also possible that the apostle had in 
mi11J the frenzied Galatian priests of Cybele who emasculated them
ac:l vcs in sacrifice to the pagan gods. 

5, 13: See 4, 31 n. · 
5, 14: See Mt 22, 40 IL 
5, 15: Fighting one another may lead to the ruin of the Christian 

community. 
5, 16·25: See Rom 8, 5·13 n. 
5, 16: Spirit: the Holy Spirit. 
5, 17: See an expansion of the same idea in Rom 7, 17-21. 
5, 18: See 4, 31 n. 
5, 19·21: See Rom 1, 28-31 n. 
5, 23: A;:ai111t JUch thin;:1 there iJ no law: there is no law to 

punish a Cluistian who lives according to the "fruits of the Spirit" 
(v. 22). 
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25 and desires. If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let 
26 also walk. Let us not become desirous of vainglory, pt 

voking one another, envying one another. 

II. SPECIFIC COUNSELS 

6 
1 Fraternal Co"ection Brethren, even if a person is caug 

doing something wrong, you who are spiritual instruct SU• 

a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest th< 
2 also be tempted. Bear one another"s burdens, and so you w 
3 fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks himself 

be something, whereas he is nothing, he deceives himscl 
4 But let everyone test his own work, and so he will ha1 

glory in himself only, and not in comparison with anothe 
5 For each one will bear his own burden. 

6 Good Works And let him who is instructed in the wor 
7 share all good things with his teacher. Be not deceived, Go 
s is not mocked. For what a man sows, that he will also rea1 

For he who SOW$ in the flesh, .from the flesh also wi 
reap corruption. But he who sows in the spirit, fror 

9 the spirit will reap life everlasting. And in doing goo 
let us not grow tired; for in due time we shall reap i 

10 we do not relax. Therefore, while we have time, let u 
do good to all men, but especially to those who are o 
the household of faith. 

CONCLUSION 

11 Summary See with what large letters I am writing tc 
12 you with my own hand! As many as wish to please in the 

flesh compel you to be circumcised simply that they may not 
13 suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even 

they who are circumcised keep the Law; but they desire 
you to be circumcised, that they may make boast of your 

14 flesh. But as for me, God forbid that I should glory save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the 

6, 1: Cau!?,ht: by passion or by surprise. 
6, 5: HiJ own burden: of examining and correcting himself. 
6, 6: The Christian should support his teacher. 
6, 12: In the f/eJh: in a worldly fashion. 
6, 13: Boa!/ of your f/eJh: boast of having persuaded the converu 

to accept circumcision as necessary for salvation. 
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n world is crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uocircumcision but a new 
creation is of any account. 

16 And whoever follow this rule, peace and mercy upon 
them, even upon the Israel of God. 

17 Henceforth let no man give me trouble, for I bear the 
18 marks of the Lord Jesus in my body. The grace of our Lord 

Jesus ChriBt be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

6, 11: A new "eation: the opposite of the "old self" (see Rom 6, 
6 n). 

6, 16: ThiI rule: of a "new creation" (v. 15) of supernatural life. 
The Iuael of God: the true Israel or people of God are the Christians 
and not necessarily those who are physically descended from Abraham. 

6, 17: The markI: although the Greek word is I1i11.ma1a, the meaning 
Is not that Paul carried the ""stigmata' like the mystics, but that he had 
scars from wounds inflicted by his enemies. These scars were eloquent 
kstimony of his loyalty to ChrisL 



THE CAPTIVITY EPISTLES 

The term "captivity (or: imprisonment) epistles" designates 
epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and to Philemu 
Paul composed these letters while he was in prison. The speci1 
problem is: was Rome the place of imprisonment? Or Caesarea? ( 
Ephesus? Most Catholic scholars and some others support the tra, 
tional common opinion that Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon we 
written by Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome in 61·63 A.I 
(Acts 28, 30-31). A rival opinion points to Caesarea in Palestine 
the place of writing of these three epistles. Paul spent two and 
half years in prisons in Jerusalem and Caesarea (58-60 A.D.). St 
others hold that Paul wrote these letters from a prison in Ephe><1 
(See Introduction to Philippians for the specific problem of th 
epistle.) 

Except for Philemon, the "captivity epistles" are written in ti 
same style. Their doctrine, too, is so similar that they are sometim 
labeled "the Christological epistles." Their emphasis is on Christ, ti 
head of the Church, in his role as the redeemer of man. 



THE 
EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE 

EPHESIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

Hardly any modem schol8lS support the theory that this letter 
was written to the Ephesians. Besides textual arguments (see 1, 1 n), 
one reason is the leek of an indication of its having been exclusively 
addressed to the Ephesians. Two main substitute theories are: the 
letter was addressed to "the church of the Laodiceans" (Col 4, 16); 
the epistle Willi a circular ("encyclical") to a community of churches 
in the vicinity of Ephesus in Asia Minor (Turkey). (Opponents of 
the encyclical theory must not emphasize the leek of evidence for such 
an example in the ancient world.) 

Regardless of the obscurity of the piece, there is no obscurity 
regarding the recipients. They were Gentile Christians, not Jewish 
Christians (2, lllf; 3, 1). 

The authenticity of the letter cannot be es clearly established. 
The arguments for the traditional opinion, which ascribes the epistle 
to Paul, seem more or less balanced by arguments against Pauline 
authenticity. One telling argument against Paul's authorship is that 
the letter differs in langua!!e and style from his other epistles. A 
modified opinion on Pauline authenticity maintains that a disciple 
wrote the epistle according to the ideas given to him by Paul. 

The striking and frequent similarities between Ephesians and 
Colossians in language, style, and doctrine do not solve the problem 
of authenticity. (These similarities are noted· as parallels in the 
annotations to Ephesians only.) In fact, the similarities accentuate 
the unsolved puzzle of sequence. Which of the two epistles wes 
written first? 

The theological content of Ephesians deals with the Church. "Paul" 
desuibes the Church as one, holy, universal, apostolic, visible ( 4, 
1-16). The development of this ecclesiology is perhaps the strongest 
element that differentiates Ephesians from Colossians. Actually, "Paul's" 
doctrine on '"the Body of Christ" (see: St. Paul and His Epistles, 
p. ~07) reaches its most vivid elucidation in the epistle to the 
Ephesians. 

Ephesians incorporates the doctrine already embodied in the epistle 
to the Romans (and to a great extent also in the epistle to the 
Galatians) on justification and salvation for Jews and Gentiles. But the 
situation is different. Jn Romans, Paul was preoccupied with Judaizers 
who insisted on the observance of the Mosaic Law for obtaining 
salvation; in Ephesians, "Paul'" is perturbed by religious syncretism. 
Yet, his basic doctrine remains unchanged. It teaches that Christ"s 
religion makes men certain of salvation and gives them abundant 
means of sanctification. Up to that time, neither Judaism nor paganism 



636 EPHESIANS, INTRODUCTION 

could ever satisfy mankind's quest for this certainty and these means. 
The theological riches in the epistle to the Ephesians has evoked 
from the scholars such titles as "the crown of Paulinism" and "the 
swan song of Paul the Theologian." 

Main divisions of the Epistle to the Ephesians are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-14 

Doctrinal 
2. The Church Is One with Christ, 1, 15-2, 22 
3. Paul's Commission to Preach the Mystery, 3, 1-13 
4. A Prayer for His Readers, 3, 14-21 

Moral 
5. For Christians in General, 4, 1-5, 20 
6. The Christian Home, 5, 21--6, 9 
7. The Christian Warfare, 6, 10-20 
8. Conclusion, 6, 21-24 



INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Greeting Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 

of God, to all the saints who are at Ephesus, the faithful 
2 in Christ Jesus: I grace be to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

' The Eternal Plan of the Father Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 

~ every spiritual blessing on high in Christ. Even as he chose 
us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 

' be holy and without blemish in his sight in love. He predes
tined us to be adopted through Jesus Christ as his sons, 

6 according to the purpose of his will, I unto the praise of the 
glory of his grace, with which he has favored us in his 
beloved Son. 

7 Realized in the Son In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the remission of sins, according to the riches of 

e his grace. This grace has abounded beyond measure in us in 
9 all wisdom and prudence, I so that he may make known 

to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure. 

1, I: Samu: Christians. At Ephesu1: since this place name is 
missing in so many important Greek manuscripts, textual critics 
conclude that the words '"at Ephesus" were not included in the original 
letter. Only from about 150 A.O. the belief' originated that the 
epistle was written to the Ephesians. 

I, 3· 14: In the addresses of his epistles, the apostle usually refers 
to something specific about himself or about his readers. On the imper
sonal tone of Ephesians see the arguments for and against Pauline 
authenticity in the Introduction to this epistle. 

I, 3: Blessed be the God ... who hai blesmJ UI: man blesses God 
by praising him for his gifts; God blesses man by enriching him with 
gifts. fray spiritual bleuing: the spiritual blessings are enumerated in 
the following verses. 

I, 4-': He chose UI ••• He prede!lined u1: see Rom 8, 28-30 n. 
I, ·1: In retrospect, the inspired author reflects: God has from all 

eternity willed the incarnation of Christ, and the bestowal of divine 
love on members of Christ. 

I, ': The purpose: in Greek, "the good pleasure." This expressive 
phrase brings out the gratuitousness of God's gift of redemption, a 
recurring note in the epistle. 

I. 6: The prai1e of the ilory: the phrase is used in connection with 
Goel the Father (vv. 4-6 , with the work of the Son (vv. 7-12), 
and with the operation o the Holy Spirit (vv. 13-14). Grau: see 
Lk I, 28 n. 

1, 9: The mystery: see 3, 2-13. 



638 EPHESIANS I 

10 And this his good pleasure he purposed in him I to be 
dispensed in the fullness of the times: to re-establish all 
things in Christ, both those in the heavens and those on 
the earth. 

11 Fulfilled through the Holy Spirit I~ him . I say, . in 
whom we also have been called by a speoal chotce, havmg 
been predestined in the purpose of him who works_ all 

12 things according to the counsel of his will, I to contnb1:1te 
to the praise of his glory-we who before hoped m Chnst. 

B And in him you too, when you had heard the word of 
truth, the good news of your salvation, and believed in it, 

14 were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the promise, I who is 
the pledge of our inheritance, for a redemption of possession, 
for the praise of his glory. 

I. DOCTRINAL 

I. THE CHURCH IS ONE WITH CHRIST 

15 Thanksgiving and Prayer Wherefore I on my part, hearing 
of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and of your love for 

1, 10: In the fullneJS of the time: in the Messianic era, i.e., the 
time between the first and the second coming of Christ. To re
eJtab/iJh all thin{!.J in ChriJt: the Greek means: to unite everything 
harmoniously under Christ, the one authoritative head and goal of 
both angels and men ("those on earth"). This happy expression, 
probably original with Paul, is a summary of Col 1, 15-20. In ChriJt: 
this expression of Christ"s mediation between God and men is foun<l 
more often in Ephesians than in any other epistle. 

1, 11-12: In him: in Christ. We a/Jo: the inspired author ranks 
himself with the Jews of past history who were prepared providentially 
for the Messia. The purpose of the conversion of Paul and other Jew9 
was to glorify God (see 1, 6 n). 

1, 11: In the purpoJe ... counJe/ of hi1 will: God freely chose 
the Jewish people according to his own plan and will. 

1, 13: You too: the Gentile Christians. Sealed: faith and baptism 
are alluded to. Of the promiu: the promise made by the Old Testament 
prophets of the pre-eminent gift to be given in Messianic times (see 
Acts 2, 39 n). The words of Ez 36, 27, "I will put my Jpirit within 
you·· were realized in a manner far beyond the prophet"s fondest hopes. 
The gift of the Holy Spirit epitomizes all the divine gifts. 

1, 14: The possession of the Holy Spirit and his gifts are in the 
Christian's lifetime a guarantee and an initial possession till the 
"redemption of possession," till God makes the Christian definitely 
his. (This seems to be the best interpretation of the difficult phrase 
"redemption of possession."") The Christian's total redemption includes 
his total spiritualization. Another biblical parallel expression is found 
in 1 Cor 15, 28. For the praiJe of hiJ glory: see 1, 6 n. 
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16 all the saints, do not cease to give thanks for you, making 
17 mention of you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may grant you the spirit 
18 of wisdom and revelation in deep knowledge of him: I the 

eyes of your mind being enlightened, so that you may 
know what is the hope of his calling, what the ricbes of 

19 the glory of his inheritance in the saints, I and what the 
exceeding greatness of his power towards us who believe. 

20 Its measure is the working of his mighty power, I whicb 
he has wrought in Christ in raising him from the dead, 

21 and setting him at his right hand in heaven I above every 
Principality and Power and Virtue and Domination-in 
short, above every name that is named, not only in this 

22 world, but also in that whicb is to come. And all things 

1, 17: Th, Pa1her of glory: God the Father, as the creator of 
Christ's human nature, 1s worthy of all glory. The spiril of wiuiom: 
the 11ift of the knowled11e of supernaturaf truths. Ret1ellllion: of God's 
plans for the salvation of man. 

1, 18-19: Eyes of your mind: a metaphor, also used by Plato and 
Ovid. Hope ... riches .•. power: Paul prays that God will make 
the Christians appreciate their divine vocation, their 11lorious in
heritance, and the divine power. 

1, 19-20: Power ..• in raisin/!, him from lhe dead: one of the 
characteristic examples in Paul's Epistles of God's power (v. 19). 
Selling him al his ri/!,hl hand in hea11en: Christ is superior to the 
an11els (v. 21 ). For this Semitic expression of Christ's divinity see 
Acts 2, 33 n. 

1, 21: Principa/ily .•. Power ..• Virlue ... Domination: four 
abstract terms to designate angels. If the first three (in the Greek) 
are used elsewhere for demons (e.g., Rom 8, 38;.- 1 Cor 15, 24; Eph 6, 
12) the reason is that they (the fallen an11els) retained their powers 
as angels. The sum total of angelic choirs in the Pauline Epistles is 
seven. The remaining three are the Thrones (Col 1, 16); the angels 
(Rom 8, 38), and the archan11els (1 Thes 4, 1~). Judgin.11 from Paul's 
groupiniis. he did not want to 11ive a complete nor an orderly 
hierarchical list. All these an11elic names were current in contemporary 
ei:trabiblical Jewish writings. Above every name: Christ is superior 
to every (created) person ("name"), past, present, and future, on 
earth and in heaven. "Heaven" includes all the an11elic beings not 
listed by Paul. 

1, 22·23: Christ is not only superior in dignity (v. 21) to his 
Church or bodr.. but also in authority. Under his feet: see Ps 8, 7 n. 
In all tranqu11lity, the apostle makes the world-shattering state
ment that I.he Church is superior to all created beings including the 
angels because it is Christ's body! In technical theological terms: the 
Church, in virtue of its head, Christ, is superior since Christ is 
bypostatically united with the Father. 

1, 22: Church: the apostle used the word ekkle1ia to refer at first 
merely to the Christians in the Jerusalem community, then also to 
those in the local churches and, in the captivity epistles, to all Chris
tians of the universal Church. 
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he made subject under his feet, and him he gave as head 
23 over all the Church, I which indeed is his body, the com

pletion of him who fills all with all. 

2 
1 All Brought into Christ's Life You also, when you were 
2 dead by reason of your offenses and sins, wherein once you 

walked according to the fashion of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air about us, the prince of the 

3 spirit which now works on the unbeliever!i-indeed, in 
the company of these even we, all of us, once led our 
lives in the desires of our flesh, doing the promptings of 
our flesh and of our thoughts, and were by nature chil-

4 dren of wrath even as the rest. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, by reason of his very great love wherewith he has 

' loved us I even when we were dead by reason of our sins, 
brought us to life together with Christ (by grace you have 

6 been saved), I and raised us up together, and seated us 
7 together in heaven in Christ Jesus, I that he might show 

1, 23: In the triple hierarchy-God, Christ, and the Church-the 
Church (with all its members) is the fullness· (p/ewma) of Christ 
(according to the most probable interpretation of "fills all with all"), 
and Christ is the fullness of God! Christians not only partake of 
God's fullness in and through Christ, but they also partake of Christ's 
fullness in and through the Church. 

2, 1: You also: the Gentile Christians. 
2, 2: The pri11ce of the power of the air: Satan (compare Jn 12, 31 

n). It may mean: the prince who exercises power in the air, or the 
prince whose kingdom is in the air, or the prince of evil powers. 
The prince of the spirit ... unbelievers: from Satan comes the spirit 
of unbelief. 

2, 3: In the company of these even we: even the Jews were affected 
by Satan's spirit of unbelief (by disobeying God). For they sinned 
just like the pagans and became deserving of God's anger ("children 
of wrath") in spite of their privileged status as the Chosen Peopk 
(compare Rom 2, 17-24). 

2, 5-6: When the Jews and Gentiles were spiritually dead, God 
brought them back to spiritual life through baptism in union with 
Christ's death and resurrection. The Christians spiritually resurrect 
with Christ through a life of grace, and corporally in the person of 
the head (of the Body), Christ. Together . .. together . .. together: 
the Greek preposition "with" occurs in more than thirty words in 
which Paul expresses the diverse aspects of the Christians' union 
with Christ. 

2, 6: Seated us: the Christians' life of grace on earth is already 
a germinal partaking of Christ's heavenly exaltation with his Father. 

2, 7: God's love is the cause and purpose of everything he does for 
man. Christ Jesus: in Paul's time, the two expressions, Jesus Christ 
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in the ages to come the overBowing riches of his grace in 
8 kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have 

been saved through faith; and that not from yourselves, 
9 for it is the gift of God; I not as the outcome of works, 

10 lest anyone may boast. For his workmanship we are, created 
in Christ Jesus in good works, which God has made ready 
beforehand that we may walk in them. 

11 Gentile and Jew United Wherefore, bear in mind that 
once you, the Gentiles in flesh, who are called "uncir
cumcision" by the so·called "circumcision" in Besh made 

12 by human hand-bear in mind that you were at that time 
without Christ, excluded as aliens from the community of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of the promise; having 

1' no hope, and without God in the world. But now in Christ 
Jesus you, who were once afar off, have been brought near 

H through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, 
he it is who has made both one, and has broken down 
the intervening wall of the enclosure, the enmity, in his l' flesh. The Law of the commandments expressed in decrees 
he has made void, that of the two he might create in him-

16 self one new man, and make peace I and reconcile both in 
one body to God by the cross, having slain the enmity in 

11 himself. And coming, he announced the good tidings of 
peace to you who were afar off, and of peace to those 

and Christ Jesus were used interchangeably. Nowadays, the former 
i• more commonly used. , 

2, I 0: God J!ave man nature and grace. He created man to become 
united with Christ for the purpose of doing good works. Throul!h 
graLe, God prepared the way for the good works that he expects 
frum us. 

2, 11: Before the coming of Christ, those who were pagans b:v, 
hirth (""Gentiles in flesh") were derisively called "the uncircumcised ' 
by the circumcised Jews who were circumcised only outwardly ('"by 
human hand") not inwardly (Rom 2, 28f). 

2, 12: No hope: in a future Messia. Wi1ho111 God in the world: 
the pa;:ans did not know the true God. 

2, 14: The mission of Jesus is to bring peace between Jews and 
pagans hy extendinJ! the same spiritual privilel!es to both. lnierveninJ!, 
wall of 1he e11rlo1ure: this metaphor stems from the temple courtyard 
of the Gentiles, beyond which they were forbidden to go (see The 
Temple of Herod, p. 44). The hostility between Jew and ~ntile 
was to cease through Christ's crucifixion. 

2, 1 ~: The innumerable regulations of the Mosaic Law made for 
hostility between Jew and Gentile in everyday life. 

2, 16: ill lmnre/f: in Greek, "in it," the cross. 
2, 17:. Christ announced his message of peace to pagans and Jews 

through his incarnation (or through his apostles and missionaries). 
Peau lo you .•. peau lo 1bo1•: see Is 57, 19 and Za 9, 10. 
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1e who were near; I because through him we both have access 
19 in one Spirit to the Father. Therefore, you a_r~ now ~o 

longer strangers and foreigners, but you are C1t1zens w1~h 
20 the saints and members of God's household: I you are bwlt 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets with 
21 Christ Jesus himself as the chief corner stone. In him the 

whole structure is closely fitted together and grows into a 
22 temple holy in the Lord; I in him you too are being built 

together into a dwelling place for God in the Spirit. 

II. PAUL'S COMMISSION TO PREACH THE MYSTERY 

3 
1 Paul Instructed For this reason, I, Paul, the prisoner of 
2 Christ Jesus for the sake of you, the Gentiles-for I suppose 

you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God that 
3 was given to me in your regard; how that by revelation was 

made known to me the mystery, as I have written above 
4 in brief; I and so by reading you can perceive how well 
' versed I am in the mystery of Christ, I that mystery which 

in other ages was not known to the sons of men, as now 
it has been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in 

6 the Spirit: I namely, that the Gentiles are joint heirs, and 
fellow-members of the same body, and joint partakers of 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

2, 18: In one 1pirit: in one gift, or in the Holy Spirit. 
2, 19: Citizem: in Greek, "fellow citizens." 
2, 20: ProphetJ: of the New Testament times rather than of the 

Old Testament. Corner Jtone: see Ps 117, 22 n. 
2, 21: In Christ are the union, growth and sanctity of his members. 
2, 22: The apostle says in this trinitarian verse that his Christian 

readers are forged, in Christ and through Christ, into the temple of 
God in the Holy Spirit. 

3, I: This sentence is resumed in v. 14. Such "breaks" are charac
teristic of the apostle's style. 

3, 2: The dispemation of the f!.race: the missionary charge, conferred 
through grace, of preaching to the Gentiles. 

3, 3: By revela1ion: Paul alludes to his conversion on the road 
to Damascus (see Acts 9, 39 n). The myJ/ery: see v. 6. A1 I have 
u•rillen above: a reference to 1, 9-10 or to 2, 11-22 rather than to a 
lost lettter. 

3, 5: See par Col 1, 26. SonJ of men: an Hebraic expression for 
"men." Prophet1: of New Testament times, as in 2, 20. In v. 3 Paul 
mentions himself alone as the recipient of this mystery. In v. 5 he 
includes Christ"s ''holy apostles and prophets." Spirit: the Holy Spirit. 

3, 6: See 2, 11-22 for the elaboration on this mystery. The union 
between Jew and Gentile is emphasized even more in the three 
Greek words, which in the translation here are given as "joint-heirs," 



EPHESIANS 3 643 

7 Assigned to Preoch to ~he Gentil~s Of that. gospel I _was 
made a minister by the gift of God s grace, whlch was given 

a to me in accordance with the working of his power. Yes, to 
me, the very least of all saints, there was given this grace, 
to announce among the Gentiles the good tidings of the 

9 unfathomable riches of Christ, I and to enlighten all men 
as to what is the dispensation of the mystery which has 
l1een hidden from eternity in God, who created all things; 

10 I in order that through the Church there be made known 
to the Principalities and the Powers in the heavens the 

11 manifold wisdom of God I according to the eternal purpose 
12 which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him 

we have assurance and confident access through faith in 
U him. Therefore I pray you not to be disheartened at my 

tribulations for you, for they are your glory. 

Ill. A PRAYER FOR HIS READERS 

14 For this reason I bend my knees to the Father of our 
n Lord Jesus Christ, I from whom all fatherhood in heaven and 
16 un earth receives its name, I that he may grant you from his 

glorious riches to be strengthened with power through his 
17 Spirit unto the progress of the inner man; I and to have 

Christ dwelling through faith in your hearts: so that, being 

"fellow-members," and "'joint partakers" (see 2, ~-6 n). The promise: 
the Holy Spirit (see 1, 13 n). 

3, 7: See par Col 1, n. ' 
3, A: Sai1111: Christians. Unfa1homable riches of Christ: see Col 

2, 2 n. 
3, 10: The Church represents the apex of God's wisdom and action 

in the world. The an,l!els (see 1, 21 n) marvel at the life and action 
of the Church, and through it they acquire a deeper insi,l!ht into 
God"s wisdom. 

3, 11: God's eternal plan of the Church is realized in Christ. The 
el<"mal /1ur/}()re: literally, "the purpose of the ages," all the periods 
of human history. 

3, 13: Paul's sufferings should be a source of encouragement. 
3, 14: This verse continues v. 1. I bend my JmeeI: the solemnity 

of the apo•tle's prayer is highlighted by kneeling since standing was 
the ordinary Jewish posture for prayer. Of our Lord /e1u1 Chri11: 
not in the Greek. 

3. 1 ~: From whom all fa1herhood ..• receives itI name: "father
hood" means "'family" in Greek. "Receives its name" is an Hebraic 
expression for "derives its nature." Just as a family comes from a 
father, so every family, society, angelic group, and human group come 
from God, their Creator-Father. 

3, 16: Paul prays that the gifts of the Holy Spirit may strengthen 
the spiritual faculties of his Christians to do ,l!ood. 
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1e rooted and grounded in love, I you may be able to compr 
hend with all the saints what is the breadth and leng1 

19 and height and depth, I and to know Christ's love whi< 
surpasses knowledge, in order that you may be filled uni 
all the fullness of God. 

20 Now, to him who is able to accomplish all things in 
measure far beyond what we ask or conceive, in keepir 

21 with the power that is at work in us-to him be glo1 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus down through all ti 
ages of time without end. Amen. 

II. MORAL 

I. FOR CHRISTIANS IN GENERAL 

4 
1 Unity in the Mystical Body I therefore, the prisoner in th 

Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of the callin 
2 with which you were called, I with all humility and meeknes: 
3 with patience, bearing with one another in love, I caref~ 

to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
4 one body and one Spirit, even as you were called in on 
5 hope of your calling; I one Lord, one faith, one Baptism 
6 I one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 

OU t all, and in US alL 

7 Dii•ersity of Gr11&es But to each one of us grace was give 

3, 18: The measurements express limitless grandeur. Here are onl 
three of the various inteIJ>retations of what Paul is contemplatin~ 
the Church; the mystery (3, 2-13); love of Christ (v. 19). 

3, 19: May the Christian readers realize that the love of Chri: 
"surpasses all knowledge" that they may be filled with the fullnl~ 
(p/et"oma) of God's perfections, i.e., with an unending reception c 
grace and supernatural gifts on earth, and glorious eternal happinc' 
in heaven. 

3, 20-21: May the Church and Christ give glory forever to Go 
who, by the omnipotent power that is working within Christians, 1 

able to do far more than they can ever possibly imagine to ask. 
4, 3: The Christian members must preserve the harmony worke 

by the Holy Spirit, and thereby cultivate the fruit of peace. 
4, 4: One body and one SpiriJ: the glorious body of Christ wit 

all Christians as its members, united by "the Holy Spirit of the pre 
mise" (1, 13). One hope: of reaching heaven. 

4, 6: Throuf(hout all: God's Providence permeates the world. I 
111 all: through grace (see 2, 22; Rom 8, 11). 

4, 7: Spiritual gifts ("grace") were given according to the nm 
for the common good of the Christian community, as explained i 
vv. 11-12. 
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1 according to the measure of Christ's bestowal. Thus it says, 
"Ascending oo high. he led away captives; he gave gifts 
to men." 

P Now this, "he ascended," what does it mean but that he 
also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 

10 He who descended, he it is who ascended also above all 
11 the heavens, that he might fill all things. And he himself 

gave some men as apostles, and some as prophets, others 
again as evangelists, and others as pastors and teachers, 

12 I in order to perfect the saints for a work of ministry, for 
B building up the body of Cluist, I until we all attain to 

the unity of the faith and of the deep knowledge of the 
Son of God, to perfect manhood, to the mature measure 

1~ of the fullness of Christ. And this he has done that we 
may be now oo longer children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine devised in the 
wickedness of men, in craftiness, according to the wiles 

1' of error. Rather are we to practise the truth in love, and 
so grow up in all things in him who is the head, Christ. 

16 For from him the whole body (being closely joined and 
knit together tluough every joint of the system according 
to the functioning in due measure of each single part) 
derives its increase to the building up of itself in love. 

17 Change of Self This, therefore, I say and testify in the 
Lord, that henceforward you are not to walk as the Gentiles 

18 walk in the futility of their mind, I having ,their understand· 
ing clouded in darkness, estranged from the life of God 
tluough the ignorance that is in them, because of the blind· 

4, 8: See Ps 67, 19 n. 
4, 9·10: The meaning of Christ's symbolic cosmic flight is that he 

ia the ruler and lord of all creation (see 1, 20-23). 
4, 9: Lower parts of ths earth: either place of the dead (compare 

Rom 10, 6-8 n), or the earth. 
4, B: Just as a human body develops to maturity, so will Christ's 

body develop to full membership, "the fullness of Christ" (see 1, 
23 n). This interpretation is preferable to that which understands 
here the growth of the individual Christian. 

4, 14: And this he haJ done: omit. 
4, l~: Praclise the lruth in love: the Christian must not only be

lieve but also lov.,.......by living his faith. 
4, 16: The growth of Christ's body (the Church) tlftough love is 

due to its head (Christ). The perfection of each member lies in his 
contribution to the whole body (see Col 2, 19 n). 

4, 18: Blindness of their hear/: a hardening of the will against 
doin)! J(OOd, 
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19 ness of their heart. For they have given themselves up 1 

despair to sensuality, greedily practising every kind of u1 
20.21 cleanness. But you have not so learned Christ-;-for. sum 

you have heard of him and have been taught m him ( • 
22 truth is in Jesus) I that as regards your former manner < 

life you are to put off the old man, which is be~g corruptt 
23 through its deceptive lusts. But be renewed rn the sp11 
24 of your mind, I and put on the new man, which has bef 

created according to God in justice and holiness of trutl 

25 Vices to Be Avoided Wherefore, put away lying an 
speak truth each one with his neighbor, because we at 

26 members of one another. "Be angry and do not sin": d 
27 not let the sun go down upon your anger: I do not give plac 
28 to the devil. He who was wont to steal, let him steal n 

longer; but rather let him labor, working with his han.J 
at what is good, that he may have something to share wit 

29 him who suffers need. Let no ill speech proceed from you 
mouth, but whatever is good for supplying what .fits th 

30 current necessity, that it may give grace to the hearers. Ano 
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you wer 

31 sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, an1 
wrath, and indignation, and clamor, and reviling. be re 

32 moved from you, along with all malice. On the contrar~ 
be kind to one another, and merciful, generously forgivini 
one another, as also God in Christ has generously for 
given you. 

4, 19: In despair: the Greek meaning is: without moral sensi 
bility to the evil of sin. 

4, 22: Pul off 1he old man: human nature dominated by sin (se< 
Col 3, 9). 

4, 23: The spiril of your mind: "spirit" here does not mean th1 
Holr Spirit, nor grace; it means the disposition to act upon grace 
received. 

4, 24: The new man: buman nature dominated by the Holy Spiri 
at baptism is alluded to as a creation, for it is only God's omnipotcn 
power that can effect this work. 

4, 26: The quotation according to the Greek of Ps 4, 5 is a Sc 
mitic expression for: even if you are justified in being angry, do no 
sin by excess or in any other way. According to another interpretation 
v. 26 means: if you are angry, expel your anger quickly. Do not le 
the sun ... a11y,er: a metaphorical way of saying: forgive quickly 

. 4, 29: What ever is y,ood for supplyiny, what fiu the currml neceJ 
st1y: a suggested translation is: whatever is good and helpful tha 
befits the occasion. 

4, 30: The day of redemption: the last day. 
4, 31: See par Col 3, 8. 
4, 32: See par Col 3, 12-13. 
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' l Be you, therefore, imitators of God, as very dear chil-
2 dren I and walk in love, as Christ also loved us and de

livered himself up for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God to ascend in fragrant odor. 

' But immorality and every uncleanness or covetousness, 
let it not even be named among you, as becomes saints; 

4 I or obscenity or foolish talk or scurrility, which are out of 
' place; but rather thanksgiving. For know this and under

stand, that no fornicator, or unclean person, or covetous 
one (for that is idolatry) has any inheritance in the king-

6 dom of Christ and God. Let no one lead you astray with 
empty words; for because of these things the wrath of 

7 God comes upon the children of disobedience. Do not, 
B then, become partakers with them. For you were once dark-

ness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk, then, as 
9 children of light (for the fruit of the light is in all good-

10 ness and justice and truth), testing what is well pleasing 
11 to God; I and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
12 of darkness, but rather expose them. For of the things 

that are done by them in secret it is shameful even to speak; 
B I but all the things that are exposed are made manifest by 
14 the light: for all that is made manifest is light. Thus it says, 

"Awake, sleeper, and arise from among the dead, and Christ 
will enlighten thee." 

1' See to it therefore, brethren, that you walk with care: not 
16 as unwise I but as wise, making the most of your time, 
17 because the days are evil. Therefore do not become foolish, 
18 but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not 

be drunk with wine, for in that is debauchery; but be filled 
19 with the Spirit, I speaking to one another in psalms and 

'· l: Imitalors of God: see Mt'· 48 n. 
'· 2: LotJed us: in Greek, "loved you." Fragrant odor: compare 

Ex 29, I B and Ps 39, 7. 
5, 3: Sec par Col 3, 5. 
'· 4: See par Col 3, 8. 
'· 5: Compare l Cor 6, 9·10. 
'· 6: The wrath of God: see Rom 1, 18 IL 
'· fl: Darkneu ... light: see Jn 8, 12 n. 
5, 14: It is commonly thought that these words came from an 

ancient Christian hymn. 
'· l ~: See par Col 4, '· 
~. 19-20: See par Col 3, 16-17. 
5, 19: Pliny reports in his Leners, X. 96, written 112 A.D. in 

Fontus (in present-day eastern Turkey) that the Christians would 
convene on an appointed day before daybreak to sifJ8 an antiphonal 
d1ant to Christ as to a god. 
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hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
20 your hearts to the Lord, I giving thanks always for a 

things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God tl 
Father. 

11. THE OiRISTIAN HOME 

21 The Wife and the Husband Be subject to one another i 
22 the fear of Christ. Let wives be subject to their husbanc 
2~ as to the Lord; I because a husband is head of the wife, ju 

as Christ is head of the Church, being himself savior < 
24 the body. But just as the Church is subject to Christ, i 

also let wives be to their husbands in all things. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved t~ 
26 Church, and delivered himself up for her, I that he migl 

sanctify her, cleansing her in the bath of water by mear 
27 of the word; I in order that he might present to himself th 

Church in all her glory, not having spot or wrinkle or an 
such thing, but that she might be holy and without blemisl 

28 Even thus ought husbands also to love their wives as thei 
29 own bodies. He who loves his own wife, loves himself. Fo 

no one ever hated his own Besh; on the contrary he nourishe 
~o and cherishes it, as Christ also does the Church (becaus 

we are members of his body, made from his flesh and fron 
his bones). 

~1 "For this cause a man shall leave his father and mothe1 
and cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.' 

~ This is a great mystery-I mean in reference to Chris 

5, 22: See par Col 3, 18. 
5, 23: See 1 Cor 11, 3 n. 
5, 24: The "subjection" of wives meant here is one of love a 

vv. 25-33 show. 
5, 25_: See par Col 3, 19. Deli11ered himself: just as Christ lni_• 

down his hfe for the Church, so must the husband lay down his lit, 
for his wife if necessary (Chrysostom) . 

5, 26-27: An allusion to the religious Greek rite whereby the brid1 
was bathed and adorned before she was presented to the bridegroom 
Here, Christ himself bathes the Church in baptism, accompanied wit! 
the sacramental formula, and presents her to himself as a bride-
beautiful in sanctity (2 Cor 11, 2). 

5, 27: The word: this may mean the profession of faith of th 
candidate. 

5, 30: See 1 Cor 6, 15. Made from bis flesh and from bis bones 
not in the Greek. 

5, 31: See Gn 2, 24. 
5, 32: "Mystery" is here often understood not in the sense of oh 

scurity but of importance. The "mystery" itself refers to the uniu1 
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,,, and to the Church. However, let each one of you also love 
his wife just as he loves himself; and let the wife respect her 
husband. 

6 
1 1 Children and Parenls Children, obey your parents in the 
i i Lord, for that is right. "Honor thy father and thy mother"
' ' such is the first commandment with a promise--"that it may 

be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived upon 
the earth." 

1 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
but rear them in the discipline and admonition of the Lord. 

I ' Sla1Jes and Masters Slaves, obey your masters according to 
the flesh, with fear and trembling in the sincerity of your 

i 6 heart, as you would Christ: I not serving to the eye as 
pleasers of men, but u slaves of Christ, doing the will of 

' 7 God from your heart, I giving your service with good will 
' B as to the Lord and not to men, I in the knowledge that what

ever good each does, the same he will receive back from the 
Lord, whether he is slave or freeman. 

' 9 And you, masters, do the same towards them, and give up 
threatening, knowing that their Lord who is also your Lord 
is in heaven, and that with him there is no respect of per
sons. 

Ill. niE CHRISTIAN WARFARE ' 

10 The Armor of God For the rest, brethren, be strengthened 
in the Lord and in the might of his power. Put on the armor 

11 of God, I that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 
12 the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood. 

of husband and wife, long hidden in God's plan as a type or model 
(now made known) of the union between Christ and his Church. 
Compare the mystery of the conversion of the Gentiles (see 3, 6 n). 
Most scholars do not believe that this verse speaks of marriage as a 
sacrament, except by way of insinuation as the Council of Trent says. 

6, 2-3: See Ex 20, 12. Paul reinterprets the reward of a long life 
on earth foe honoring father and mother as the reward of heaven. 

6, 4: See par Col 3, 21. 
6, 5-8: On Paul's attitude toward slavery see the Introduction to 

Phi lemon. 
6, 5: Ma11er1 aaordin1: 10 the fle1h: earthly masten. 
6, 12: Fle1h and blood: weak men. Pri11cipa/i1ie1 ••• Powers 

, •. world-ruler1: evil angels (see 1, 21 n). "World" in the expres-
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but against the Principalities and the Powers, against t 
world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces 

13 wickedness on high. Therefore take up the armor of G< 
that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and sta 

14 in all things perfect. Stand, therefore, having girded y_c 
loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of 11 

15 tice, I and having your feet shod with the readiness of t 

16 gospel of peace, I in all things taking up the shield 
faith, with which you may be able to quench all the fa 

17 darts of the most wicked one. And take unto you the h 
met of salvation and the sword of the spirit, that is, t 
word of God. 

18 Assiduous Prayer With all prayer and supplication pray 
all times in the Spirit, and therein be vigilant in all pc 

19 severance and supplication for all the saints- I and for a 
that when I open my mouth, utterance may be granted 

20 me fearlessly to make known the mystery of the gospel. I f. 
which I am an ambassador in chains; so that therein I m: 
dare to speak as I ought. 

CONaUSION 

21 But that you too may know my circumstances and wh: 
I am doing, Tychicus, our dearest brother and faithful min 

22 ster in the Lord, will tell you everything. Him I have se1 

to you for this very purpose, that you may learn our d 
cumstances, and that he may comfort your hearts. 

23 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from Go 
24 the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all tho! 

who have a love unfailing for our Lord Jesus Christ. Amc1 

sioo "world-rulers" is taken in the moral sense of religious ignorarn 
and sin ('"darkness"). Spiritual forres of wiikedness: the will 1 

~emoos. is bent on leading men into sin. On high: see 2, 2 n £1 
the pnnce of the power of the air." 

6, 13-17: Armor . • • breastplate ••• shield • • • helm 
•.. sword: the apostle visualizes a Roman soldier. 

6, 13: In the e11il day: of temptation. Stand in all things perfff 
he who has done everything will be victorious. 

6, 15: Readiness of the gospel of pea&e: to be equipped with ti 
gospel of peace . 

. 6, 17: The word of God: not the Gosfel but the word that Ge 
gives us to say at critical times (Mt 10, 19 ). 

6, 21-22: See par Col 4, 7-8. 
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EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE 

PHILIPPIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

Philippi, founded in the fourth century B.C., was named aftei 
Philip JI, king of Macedonia (359-336 B.C.). The city is most fa. 
mous for the battle in 42 B.C. in which Antony and Octavian de
feated Brutus. The city then became a Roman colony, inhabited by 
many Roman veterans who joined the native Greeks (see 3, 20 n), 
At the time of Paul's writing, the converts were chiefly Gentile Chris
tians (Acts 16, 12-40). About one-half of the population descended 
from Roman settlers. Excavations reveal that the religions practiced at 
Philippi ori11inated in Egypt, Turkey, Greece, and Rome. 

Paul founded the church at Philippi in 50-51 A.O. during his sec
ond missionary journey. Some time afterward, the Philippians sent 
Epaphro<litus to take money to the imprisoned apostle. The messenger 
returned to Philippi with a letter from Paul. The city where he 
was imprisoned and from where he wrote the letter is disputed. 
Was it Caesarea? Or Rome? Ephesus? The arguments in favor of 
Caesarea are weak. Some of the arguments for the opinion that Paul 
wrote from Rome during his imprisonment there (61-63 A.O.) have 
long rested on Phil 1, 13 and 4, 22. In Phil 1, 13, the apostle writes 
that he is in chains in the praetorium (Governor's palace). This was 
inferred to mean the Praetorian Guard on the Palatine hill in Rome. 
Phil 4, 22 speaks of special greetings sent by' "Caesar's household," 
This expression was long interpreted as a delin.ite indication of Rome 
as the place of this epistle's composition. 

Those who favor the Ephesus theory state that there was also a 
"praetorium" at Ephesus and a "Caesar's household" of imperial slaves 
and freedmen, too. In other words, these two expressions were found 
to apply not only to Rome but to other cities of the Roman empire 
as well. The Ephesus theory tends to date the epi5tle from 56-57 A.O. 
The choice between Rome and Ephesus must still be made. No 
definite solution is in si11ht. 

There is wider agreement on Paul's authorship of this epistle-
because of its vocabulary and style, familiar from the apostle's writ· 
ings--than on its unity. A probable theory is that the letter comprises 
a series of notes sent by Paul to Philippi on several different oc
casions. 

Besides the striking passage on Christ's divinity (2, 5-11) much of 
the epistle deals with false teachers and various personalities (see 3, 
18-19 n). Apart from the letter to Philemon, the epistle to the 
Philippians is the most personal of Paul's letters. 
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Main divisions of the Epistle to the Philippians are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-11 
2. Personal News, 1, 12-26 
3. Exhortation, 1, 27-2, 18 
4. Timothy and Epaphroditus, 2, 19-30 
5. Warnings against False Teachers, 3, 1--4, 1 
6. Conclusion, 4, 2-23 



INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Greeting Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ, to 

all the saints in Christ Jesus that are at Philippi, with the 
2 bishops and deacons: I grace be to you, and peace from God 

our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

' Thanksgiving and Prayer I give thanks to my God in all 
4 my remembrance of you, always in all my prayers making 
' supplications for you all with joy, I because of your associat-

ion with me in spreading the gospel of Christ from the first 
6 day until now. I am convinced of this, that he who has 

begun a good work in you will bring it to perfection until 
7 the day of Christ Jesus. And I have the right to feel so about 

you all, because I have you in my heart, all of you, alike 
in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gos

e pel, as sharers in my joy. For God is my witness how I Jong 
9 for you all in the heart of Christ Jesus. And this I pray, that 

your charity may more and more abound in knowledge and all 
10 discernment I so that you may approve the better things, that 

you may be upright and without offense unto the day of 
II Christ, I filled with the fruit of justice, through Jesus Christ, 

to the glory and praise of God. 

1, 1: Timoth1: see Acts 16, 1-3. SairllS: Christians. Bishops: 
priests acting as overseers of local communities (see 1 Tm 3, l n). 
DetKom: see Acts 6, 6 n. 

I, 5: Th• f.01pel: not the written Gospels, but the preaching of 
Christ's message (see 4, 1)-18). 

I, 6: The da1 of Christ /esMs: the second coming at the end of the 
world. 

I, 7: Sharers in my io1: in Greek, "sharers of my grace•• of the 
divine favor (in Paul's view) of imprisonment. 

I, 8: The hear/ of Chris/ /e1u1: in Paul, the love of Christ reaches 
oul to the Philippians. In other words, he loves them because of the 
ardent love in the heart of Christ for the men whom he redeemed. 
Other forceful texts for the biblical foundation of the devotion to the 
Sacred H<'3rt are: Gal 2, 20 ([Christ] who loved me); Eph 3, 8 
("the unfathomable riches of Christ"); Eph 3, 19 ("Christ's love"); 
Eph 5, 2 ("as Christ loved us"). 

I, 9: Knowledl!,e and all diuernmenl: theoretical and practical 
knowledge about God and things divine. 

I, 10: Approve 1he heller thinJ!,I: this means: approve the best 
among good things; the expression does nol mean; approve right 
from wrong. 

1, 11: Glory ••• of God: the last end of all man's deeds. 
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I. PERSONAL VIEWS 

12 Propagation of the Gospel Now I wish you to know, 
brethren, that my experiences have turned out rather for the 

13 advancement of the gospel, I so that the chains I bear for 
the sake of Christ have become manifest as such throughout 

14 the praetorium and in all other places. And the greater num
ber of the brethren in the Lord, gaining courage from my 
chains, have dared to speak the word of God more freely 

u and without fear. Some indeed preach Christ even out of 
envy and contentiousness, but some also out of good will. 

16 Some proclaim Christ out of love since they know I am ap-
17 pointed for the defense of the gospel; I but some out of con

tentiousness, not sincerely, thinking to stir up affliction for 
18 me in my chains. I But what of it? Provided only that in 

every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is being 
19 proclaimed; in this I rejoice, yes and I shall rejoice. For l 

know that this will turn out for my salvation, thanks to 
your prayer and the assistance of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, I 

20 in accord with my eager longing and hope that in nothing I 
shall be put to shame, but that with complete assurance now 
as at all times Christ will be glorified in my body, whether 
through life or through death. 

21 Sentiments of St. Paul For to me to live is Christ and to die 

1, 12: Paul's imprisonment helped to advance the spread of the 
Gospel. 

1, 13: The chai11s .•. have become ma11ifest: people perceived 
that Paul was not imprisoned for anything evil, but for his preaching 
about Christ. Praetorium: see Introduction to this epistle. 

1, 14: Most Christians in the city where the apostle was imprisoned 
were motivated to preach more because of his imprisonment. 

1, 15: Some Christians, unfriendly to Paul, preached against him. 
l, 17: The apostle's adversaries hope that by their successful 

preaching they will diminish his reputation and embitter him in 
pnson. 

1, 18: Reio ice: joy is a recurring theme is this epistle. 
1, 19: The Spirit of Jesu1 Christ: the Holy Spirit (see Acts 16, 

7 n). 
1, 20: Life or ... death: Paul will glorify Christ in his body 

throughout life by dedicating all his energies to Christ. In death, the 
apostle will glorify Christ through martyrdom that will testify to a 
life of service. 

1, 21: To me to live iI Christ: all Paul's activity, joys and aspira
tions in life are centered in Christ. This phrase and Gal 2, 20 pro
~ly ~onn ~e apo~tle"s most succinct and penetrating expression of 
his uruon with Christ (see Gal 2, 19 n). To die is f!.ai11: because the 
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22 is gain. But if to live in the flesh is my lot, this means for me 
23 fruitful labor, and I do not know which to choose. Indeed I 

am hard pressed from both aidc&-dcsiring to depart and to 
24 be with Christ, a lot by far the better; J yet to stay on in 
2' the flesh is necessary for your sake. And with this conviction 

I know that I shall stay on and continue with you all for 
26 your progress and joy in the faith, I that your rejoicing in 

my regard may abound in Christ Jesus through my coming 
to you again. 

II. EXHORTATION 

21 Firmness Only Jct your lives be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ; so that, whether I come and see you, or remain ab
sent, I may hear about you, that you are steadfast in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the 

2e gospel. Do not be terrified in any way by the adversaries; 
for this is to them a reason for destruction, but to you for 

29 salvation, and that from God. For you have been given the 
favor on Christ's behalf-not only to believe in him but 

!O also to suffer for him, I while engaged in the same struggle 
in which you have seen me and now have heard of me. 

2 
1 Unity and Humility If, therefore, there is any comfort in 

Christ, any encouragement from charity, any fellowship in 
2 the Spirit, any feelings of mercy, J fill up ,my joy by thinking 

alike, having the same charity, with one soul and one mind. 
3 Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of vainglory, but in 
4 humility let each one regard the others as his superiors, I each 

one looking not to his own interests but to those of others. 

"gain" is the P,_Ossession of Christ in heaven. This verse is the fruit 
of • mystical life with Christ. 

1, 28: The steadfastness of the Christians is a sign to the oppon
ents thot they are preparing a punishment for themselves at the final 
judgment and that the Christians are assured of salvation. 

1, 29: Compare Acts 5, 41. 
l, 30: S1r1111t:le: the Greek word for struggle is generally used for 

athletic competitions. 
2, 1-2: After Paul pleads for unity against the adversaries (1, 

27-30), he pleads earnestly for unity among the Philippians them
selves. A paraphrase may be: if a plea in the name of Jesus can 
motivate you, if you derive any encouragement from the love of 
Christ, if you are united with me in our common life with the Holy 
Spirit, if you have any mercy in your hearts (v. 1 ), then cease your 
petty jealous quarrels and unite (v. 2). 
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' Have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus, I 
6 who though he was by nature God, did not consider being 
7 equal to God a thing to be clung to, I but emptied himself, 

taking the nature of a slave and being made like unto men. 
8 And appearing in the form of man, I he humbled himself, 
9 becoming obedient to death, even to death on a cross. There

fore God also has exalted him and has bestowed upon him 
10 the name that is above every name, I so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bend of those in heaven, on earth 
11 and under the earth, I and every tongue should confess that 

the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of God the Father. 

12 Fear and Joy in Serving Wherefore, my beloved, obedi
ent as you have always been, not as in my presence only, 

2, 6-11: Because of the solemnity of the language and the original 
strophic divisions of the verses it is generally conceded that this pas· 
sage is an ancient liturgical hymn not composed by Paul but only in· 
serted here by him. The vocabulary is not Pauline. Besides, the 
apostle usually contrasts Christ's death and resurrection; here the 
contrast is between Christ's humiliation and exaltation. 

In this hymn, the apostle exhorts the Philippians to follow the 
example of the humble Christ. But the example is not taken from 
humble acts of Christ, bot from the humble state of human nature 
that Christ assumed. 

2, 6: He was by ntZ.lure God: literally, "he was in the form of 
God." Christ's divine nature is meant here. A thing to be dung to: 
literally, a "prey" (to be clung to). Christ did not insist on being 
treated with all the external privileges befitting his eternally divine 
dignity. 

2, 7: Emptied himself, taking the ntZ.lure of a slave: Christ deprived 
himself of the external recognition of his divinity (not of his divine 
nature) by accepting the form of a servant (not slave in the social 
sense of the world). Appearing in the form of man: he acted like a 
true man (not only giving the external appearance of a man but also 
having a true human nature). This phrase is in apposition with "being 
made like unto men." 

2, 9: This is an Hebraic way of saying that Christ was divine. "The 
name that is above every name" is '"Lord" (v. 11 ), or kurios, the 
Greek equivalent of Yahweh. God did not make Jesus divine since 
he is eternally divine. Paul means that God made Jesus known to all 
mankind as divine through and after the resurrection and ascension. 
Above every name: above every person. Perhaps the allusion is es
pecially to the angels (see Eph 1, 21 n). 

2, 10: See Is 45, 23: "To me every knee shall bend." In heaven, on 
earth and under the earth: see Eph 4, 9-10 n. 

2, 11: The Lord ]eJUJ ChriJt iJ in the glory ... the Father: in 
Greek, '"Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father." 
Acknowledging the divinity of Jesus redounds to the glory of the 
Father. 

2, 12: Obedience to Paul's advice is most probably meant here 
With fear and trembling: in the Old Testament (Dt 2, 25), this 
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but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation 
B with fear and trembling. Por it is God who of his good 
14 pleasure works in you both the will and the performance. Do 
1' all things without murmuring and without questioning, J so 

as to be blameless and guileless, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a depraved and perverse generation. 

16 For among these you shine like stars in the world, I holding 
fa.st the word of life to my glory against the day of Christ; 
because not in vain have I run, neither in vain have I la-

17 bored. But even if I am made the libation for the sacrifice 
IB and service of your faith, I joy and rejoice with you. And 

in the same way do you also joy and rejoice with me. 

Ill. TIMOTHY AND EPAPHRODITUS 

19 Timothy Now I hope in the Lord Jesus shortly to send 
Timothy to you, that I also may be of good cheer when I 

20 know your circumstances. Por I have no one so like-minded 
21 who is so genuinely solicitous for you. Por they all seek their 
22 own interests, not those of Jesus Quist. I But know his 

worth: as child serves father, so he has served with me in 
2J spreading the gospel. I hope then to send him to you as 
24 soon as I see how things stand with me. But I trust in the 

Lord that I myself also shall come to you shortly. 

2' Epapbroditus But I have thought it necessary to send to 
you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow-worker and fellow
soldier, but for you a messenger and the minister to my need. 

26 For he was longing for all of you and was grieved because 
27 you had heard that he was sick. Yes, he was sick, almost 

unto death. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only 
but on me also, that I might not have sorrow upon sorrow. 

28 Therefore I send him the more speedily, in order that seeing 
him again you may rejoice and that I may be free from 

expression meant the fear and tremble that befell the enemies of the 
Israelites; in the New Testament, the expression often means an 
awareness of the working of God in and through the Christian 
(sec 1 Cor 2, 3-4). 

2, 13: The mystery of man's freedom lies in the manner of God's 
collaboration with man in willing and performing acts. 

2, 16: If the Philipr.ians make their actions proclaim the message 
that brings spiritual Ii e to others, Paul will be proud of them when 
Christ returns at the end of the world. 

2, 17: A picturesque description of the Philippians as priests 
who offer their faith on the altar, making Paul's lifeblood the 

libation nttded to complete the sacrifice. 
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29 sorrow. Welcome him, then, with all joy in the Lord and 
30 show honor to men like him, I because for the work of 

Christ he drew near to death, risking his life to supply what 
was lacking for your service to me. 

IV. WARNINGS AGAINST FALSE 

TEACHERS 

3 . . . 
1 The Christian Spirit For the rest, my brethren, reio1ce m 

the Lord. To write you the same things indeed is not irksome 
2 to me, but it is necessary for you. Beware of the dogs, be-
3 ware of the evil workers, beware of the mutilation. For we 

are the circumcision, we who serve God in spirit, who glory 
in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh--

4 though I too might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone 
else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, yet more 

' may I: I circumcised the eighth day, of the race of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as regards 

6 the Law, a Pharisee; I as regards zeal, a persecutor of the 
Church of God; as regards the justice of the Law, leading 
a blameless life. 

7 Renunciation for the Sake of Christ But the things that 
were gain to me, these, for the sake of Christ, I have 

8 counted loss. Nay more, I count everything loss because 
of the excelling knowledge of Jesus Christ, my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I count 

9 them as dung that I may gain Christ I and be found in him, 
not having a justice of my own, which is from the Law, 
but that which is from faith in Christ, the justice from God 

2, 30: What was lacking: Epaphroditus, the messenger sent by the 
Christian Philippians, was more than a compensation for the insuffi
cient contributions in money which they sent to Paul. 

3, 1: Neceuary: better, "salutary." Paul does not mind repeating 
a warning ( vv. 2ff) that will be salutary to them. 

3, 2-3: Rather than the Judaizing Christians, who insisted on the 
observance of the Mosaic Law for salvation, the Jewish trouble
makers are meant by "dogs" and "evil workers." Dof!.S: Paul applies 
to some Jews the epithet that they used when referring to the pagans. 
Mutilation: the apostle mocks the proud title ("the circumcised") of 
the people of circumcision. 

3, 3: The Christians are the true spiritual Jews. Confidence in the 
flesh: pride in human qualities and achievements. 

3, 6: Church of God: "of God" not in the Greek. 
3, 9: See Rom 3, 21-22. 
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10 bued upon faith; I so that I may know him and the power 
of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings: be

ll come like to him in death, I in the hope that somehow I 
12 may attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have 

already obtained this, or already have been made perfect, 
but I press on hoping that I may lay hold of that for which 

B Christ Jesus has laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not con-
1lder that I have laid hold of it already. But one thing I 
do: forgetting what is behind, I strain forward to what is 

U before, I I press on towards the goal, to the prize of God's 
heavenly call in Christ Jesus. 

1' Let us then, as many as are perfect, be of this mind; and 
if in any point you are minded otherwise, this also God will 

16 reveal to you. Still in what we have attained' let us be of 
the same mind, and let us also continue in this same rule. 

17 Followers dnd Opponents of the Cross Brethren, be 
imitators of me, ana mark those who walk after the pattern 

18 you have in us. For many walk, of whom I have told you of
ten and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies 

19 of the cross of Christ. Their end is ruin, their god is the 

3, 10· 11: l may know him: Paul wants to know Christ through 
a sharing in the mysteries of the resurrection, the sufferings of Christ 
during his life, passion, and death. The power of his resurrecJion: 
not the power that resurrected Christ, but all that was eftected by 
Christ's resurrection, namely: a manifestation of his divinity; the 
estahlishment of Christ in the glory of the Father in heaven; a 
spiritual resurrection from a life of sin on earth; -and, especially, a 
physical resurrection of the just at the end of the world (v. 11). 

3, 12: Not that , .. already ..• perfect: the apostle says that he 
has not yet attained the ideal sanctity expected of a Christian at the 
time of the final resurrection. But l press on . , . ]e1u1 has laid 
hold of me: Paul wants to possess Jesus with all the force of love 
with which Jesus himself seized the apostle (at his conversion on 
the road to Damascus), 

3, 14: To the prize ..• ]eu11: to gain the reward held out by the 
mil, i.e., the love of Christ. 

3, n: Paul urges the spiritually mature to follow his advice, and 
he hopes that God will help anyone who thinks differently to see 
the light. 

3. 16: The apostle exhorts the Philippians to continue to observe 
the spiritual truths and practices that they have accepted. Lei us be oJ 
the 1ame mind: not in the Greek. 

3, 18·19: Enemies of the croJI of Christ: most scholars identify the 
"enemies" witl1 the same false teachers as explained in 3, 2·3 n. One 
minority view sees these enemies as apostate Christians. 

3, 19: Their f,Od i1 the belly: not a reference to their grosser 
appetites/ but to the Old Testament distinction between clean and 
unclean oods. 
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belly, their glory is in their shame, they mind t~e things 
20 earth. But our citizenship is in heaven from which also 
21 eagerly await a Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ, I who ' 

refashion the body of our lowliness, conforming it to 
body of his glory by exerting the power by which he is ~ 
also to subject all things to himself. 

4 
1 So then, my brethren, beloved and longed for, my 

and my crown, stand fast thus in the Lord, beloved. 

CONCLUSION 

2 Concord I entreat Evod.ia and I exhort Syntyche to be 
3 one mind in the Lord. And I beseech thee also, my lo 

comrade, help them, for they have toiled with me in 1 

gospel. as have Oement and the rest of my fellow-work 
whose names are in the book of life. 

4 Peace and Joy in the Lord Rejoice in the Lord alwa· 
5 again I say, rejoice. Let your moderation be known to 
6 men. The Lord is near. I Have no anxiety, but in ev1 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your petitia 
7 be made known to God. And may the peace of God whi 

3, 20: Our dtizenship: literally, "commonwealth." This may 
an allusion to the ius italicum that granted to the Philippians the s.u 
privileges as to the inhabitants of Italy. Some implications are: bapti: 
makes Christians citizens of heaven; the Head, Jesus, dwells 
heaven; the spiritual goods of heaven belong to all Christians; 1 

good acts merit the reward of heaven. 
3, 21: Compare 1 Cor 15, 22-28. 
4, 2-3: Paul asks a "loyal comrade," unidentified, to reconcile ti 

two rival women. 
4, 3: Clement: sioce this name was a favorite in the early cenlurit 

it is incorrect to identify this Clement as Pope St. Clement of R .. n~ 
There is no indication that SL Clement came from Philippi. Boot , 
life: a list of those who had a claim to eternal life. In the cities 1 

antiquity a registrar kept a list of citizens. Compare Ps 68, 29 n. 
4, 5: Modera.Jion: the untranslatable Greek word, which means 

willingness to waive one"s rights, can perhaps be best rendered I 
"forbearance." The Lord is near: this may mean that the belp of ti 
Lord is at hand (see Ps 144, 88). 

4, 6: Have no anxiety: about the necessities of life. In ev~ 
prayer: in Greek, "in everything by prayer ... " 

4, 7: The peau of God: the peace that man cannot attain alon 
nor can he estimate its true worth. May this peace "guard yo1 
hearts"' by anchoring them in joy and security. May peace guard yo1 
miods by expelling anxieties and a.flirm.ing the true faith. 
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surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 For the rest, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever 
honorable, whatever just, whatever holy, whatever lovable, 
whatever of good repute, if there be any virtue, if anything 

9 worthy of praise, think upon these things. And what you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, these things 
practise. And the God of peace will be with you. 

10 Their Gift I have rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at 
last your concern for me has revived. Indeed you were always 
concerned, but lacked opportunity. 

11 Not that I speak because I was in want. For I have 
learned to be self-sufficing in whatever circumstances I am. 

12 I know how to live humbly and I know how to live in 
abundance (I have been schooled to every place and every 
condition), to be filled and to be hungry, to have abun-

13 dance and to suffer want. I can do all things in him who 
M strengthens me. Still, you have done well by sharing in my I' aflliction. But, Philippians, you yourselves also know that in 

the first days of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church 
went into partnership with me in the matter of giving and 
receiving but you only. 

16 For even in Thessalonica, you sent once and twice some-
11 thing for my need. Not that I am eager for the gift, but I 
18 am eager for the profit accumulating to your account. I I 

have all and more than enough. I am fully supplied now 
that I have received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, 
a sweet odor, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 

19 But may my God supply your every need according to his 
20 riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father 

be glory for endless ages. Amen. 

21.22 Farewell Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren 
with me here greet you. All the saints greet you, especially 

23 those of Caesar's household. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

-I, 13: Paul says: it is because of Christ that he can live independ
ently of the vicissitudes of human life. 

4, 16: When the apostle went from Philippi to Thessalonica, the 
Philippians came to his aid since he was destitute. Acts narrates noth
ing of this situation. 

4, 19: It is through Christ that the Christians receive all their 
spiritual gifts. 

4, 22: Caesar's ho111ehold: see Introduction to this epistle. 
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EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE 

COLOSSIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

Colossae, in southwestern present-day Turkey, was one of the thn 
main Christian cities -in the Lycus district. The other two, Laodiu 
and Hierapolis, were connected with Colossae by economic ties. Und• 
the Romans, Colossae was a textile center. 

Epaphras was probably the founder of the church at Colossae, lac 
dicea, and Hierapolis (Col 1, 7; 4, 12ff). According to Col 2. 1 
it was not Paul who founded the church there. The members of th 
Colossian community were mostly Gentile Christians ( 2, 13); it i 
possible that there was also a small group of Jewish Christians. 

From Col 1, Sff it is deduced that Epaphras reported the condition 
of the church to Paul, whereupon the apostle wrote his epistle agaim 
the false teachers to the Colossians. Tychicus delivered Paul's Jette 
(Col 4, 7). 

The common view is that Paul is the author of this letter, bu 
there is one objection based on the unaccustomed vocabul~ry an< 
style. The letter contains thirty-four words that are not found else 
where in the New Testament. Yet both, vocabulary and style, can bt 
easily explained by the fact that the apostle is engaged in a pol~mit 
against new adversaries. The doctrine about Christ developed in 1hi! 
epistle is reason for another objection to Paul's authorship. Howev1·r, 
it can be easily shown that this development follows the same pattern 
as in l, 2 Cor. 

The false doctrines disseminated at Colossae are generally recog· 
nized to contain Jewish and Gnostic elements. There are many details, 
though, of these errors that remain disputed among scholars. Son1e 
Jewish elements are the regulations about cleanliness ( 2, 21), about 
food and drink, the Sabbath, and the new moon (2, 16), Unlike the 
Judaizers against whom Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians, the 
false teachers at Colossae did not impose the observance of the bfo
saic Law. 

Among the Gnostic doctrinal elements is that of the angels who 
supposedly created the world (see 1, 19 n) and who govern the 
destiny of men. Paul stresses the pre-existence, superiority and media
torship of Christ, qualities that the false teachers implicitly denied 
(1, 15-20; 2, 9-15). 

It is on the occasion of answering these false teachers that the 
apostle sketches a brilliant canvas of Christ's superiority over the 
hierarchy of angelic beings in the cosmos. The absorbing preoccupa
tion with this aspect of Christology differentiates this epistle from th~ 
other captivity epistles to the Ephesians and the Philippians. 
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Por the time and place of composition see: The Captivity Epistles, 
p. 634. 

Main divisions of the Epistle to the Colossians are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-14 
2. The Pre-eminence of Christ, 1, 1'-2, 3 
3. Warnings against False Teachers, 2, 4-3, 4 
4. The Ideal Christian Life in the World, 3, )---4, . 6 
'· Conclusion, 4, 7-18 



INTRODUCTION 

1
1 Greeting Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 
2 God, and our brother Timothy, I to the brethren in Colos! 

holy and faithful in Christ Jesus: grace be to you and pc 
from God our Father. 

3 Thanksgiving We give thanks to the God and Father 
4 our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, I for we h; 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that } 
5 bear towards all the saints I because of the hope that is L 

up for you in heaven. Of that hope you have heard 
6 the word of the gospel truth I which has reached you, e~ 

as it is in the whole world, both bearing fruit and grn 
ing; just as it does among you since the day that you hea 

7 and recogni2ed the grace of God in truth. Thus you learn 
from our most dear fellow-servant Epaphras. He is a fail 

s ful minister of Christ Jesus in your behalf; I and it was 
who made known to us your love in the Spirit. 

9 Prayer for Their Progress This is why we too have be. 
praying for you unceasingly, since the day we heard th. 
and asking that you may be filled with knowledge of b 

10 will, in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. May Yl 

walk worthily of God and please him in all things, bearir 
fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledi 

11 of God. May you be completely strengthened through h 
glorious power unto perfect patience and long-sufferini 

12 joyfully I rendering thanks to the Father, who has made ~ 

1, 1: Timothy: see Acts 16, lff on his life. 
1, 4-5: Faith ... Jove ... hope: compare 1 Cor 13. 
1, 4: Saints: the Greek word, often translated Christians denr>te 

more the idea of commitment rather than holiness. ' 
. 1, ?: Hope: of eternal happiness. Gospel truth: a popular expres 

s1on 111 English. 
1, 6: In the whole world: a hyperbole. 
1, 7: Epaphras: see Introduction to this epistle. 
1, 8: In the Spirit: it may mean "in the Holy Spirit" or simpl! 

"in spirit," as in 2, 5 "in spirit I am with you." ' 
1, 9: We too: not only Epaphras (v. 7). We heard this: abou 

their conversion. 
1, 11: Glorious power: see 1, 27 n. 
1, 12: In light: the meaning may be: to share the lot of the d~a• 

who are in God's presence. 
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n worthy to share the lot of the saints in light. He has rescued 
us from the power of darlcnC!ls and transferred w into the 

14 kingdom of his beloved Son, I in whom we have our re-
demption, the remission of our sins. · 

I. THE PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST 

u God, Creator, Head He is the image of the invisible God, 
16 the firstborn of every creature. For in him were created all 

things in the heavens and on the earth, things visible and 
things invisible, whether Thrones, or Dominations, or Prin
cipalities, or Powers. All things have been created through 

11 and unto him, I and he is before all creatures, and in him 
18 all things hold together. Again, he is the head of his body, 

the Church; he, who is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in all things he may have the first place. 

19 For it has pleased God the Father that in him all his full-
zo ness should dwell, and that through him he should recon-

l, 13: Power of darkrieu: the realm of sin and of the devil. 
1, I ·I: ReJemp1io11, 1he remiuio11 of our Jim: see Eph 1, 7. 
1, 15-20: Paul shows the superiority of Christ in the natural order 

of emotion (vv. D-17) end in the supernatural order of man's re
demption (vv. 18-20). There may here be a polemic a.11ainst the 
tend1ers al Colossae who denied the superiority of Christ. This pas· 
sage is similar to the Lofiol in Jn 1, 1-18. See Eph 1, 10 n. 

I, 15: Christ resembles God by an a1uality of nature (see 2 Cor 
4, 4). Paul seems to be writin.11 about Christ in his divine nature be
fore he hernme man. St. John, however, writes pf Jesus, after he 
baame man, as the image of God insofar as God is made visible to 
the world through his Son: "'He who sees me sees also the Father" 
(Jn 14, 9). Thi {irubor11 of every uemure: Paul means that Christ 
existed bc(orc any creature was made. 

l, 16: The pre.existent Christ is the mediator in creation (Rom 
11, 36). For the dependence on the Old Testament "wisdom" see 
Jn 1, 14 n. Throries ..• Powers: Christ is superior to all types of 
011gels. See Eph 1, 21 n. 

1, 17: II e " before all rremures: Christ is superior in di.11nity to 
nil crt·atures. Hold /Ofielher: not only were ell beings created through 
Christ but they are also kept in existence through him. 

1, IB: /-/t>ad of hiJ body: see 1 Cor 12, 12-30 n. The {irstbom: 
Christ was the first to arise to a new life, and he was the cause of 
th" resurrection of all the members of his body, the Church. Compare 
"firstborn" in 1, 15 n. 

I, 19: II i.r / ullneJI: since Father and Son are equal in nature (see 
1, n n), all God's power and love dwell in the Son. Paul may be 
alluding lo the erroneous doctrinal teachin.11 about the need of en.11elic 
mc<liators, not reco~nizing that there is but one mediator, Christ. 

I. 20: Thmu~h him: through Christ. In 1he heavenJ: scholars 
ask: how can Christ reconcile to himself the good an.11els, for whom 
there is no need of reconciliation, and the fallen angels, for whom 
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die to himself all things, whether on the earth or in th 
heavens, making peace through the blood of his ero~ 

21 Conciliator You yourselves were at one time estrange 
22 and enemies in mind through your evil works. But now h 

has reconciled you in his body of flesh through his death, t, 
present you holy and undefiled and irreproachable befor 

2~ him. Only you must remain firmly founded in the fait: 
and steadfast and not withdrawing from the hope of th 
gospel which you have heard. It has been preached to ever 
creature under heaven; and of it I, Paul, have becom 
a minister. 

24 Center of Preaching I rejoice now in the sufferings I bca 
for your sake; and what is lacking of the sufferings o 
Christ I fill up in my flesh for his body, which is th 

2) Church; I whose minister I have become in virtue of th1 
office that God has given me in your regard. For I am t< 

26 preach the word of God fully-the mystery which has beer 
hidden for ages and generations, but now is clearly shown t< 

27 his saints. To them God willed to make known how rich ir 
glory is this mystery among the Gentiles-Christ in you 

28 your hope of glory! Him we preach, admonishing eveq 
man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we niai 

29 present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. At this, too, I 
work and strive, according to the power which he mightil) 
exerts in me. 

no reconciliation is possible? There is no satisfactory answer. OnE 
partial answer is: the fallen angels will be reconciled to God b~ 
submission to their condemnation at the final judgment ( 2, 15; 1 
Cor 15, 24). 

1, 22: Body of flesh: Christ's mortal, not mystical, body is meanl 
here. Holy and undefiled and irreproachable: these words were used 
for sacrificial victims in the Old Testament. Compare 1 Cor 6, 11. 

1, 23: Hope: of eternal happiness. Every creature: a hyperbole. 
1, 24: For your sake: compare Eph 3, 13. What is lackin~ of th1 

sufferings of Chris I: Paul does not mean that Christ's suffering was 
deficient in redemptive value. It is disputed whether the "sufferings 
of Christ" are those endured by Jesus or those borne by the membcn 
of Christ's (mystical) body. According to the first opinion, the 
apostle means that he merits the fruit of the Passion for souls through 
his union of suffering with Christ. According to the second opinion, 
the sufferings of Christ are continued in the members of his (mysti
cal) body. Paul is one such member. 

1, 26: The mystery: see Eph 3, 6 n. 
1, 27: Christ in you: Paul summarizes the .. mystery." Your hop1 

of glory: Christ is the guarantor of eternal happiness. 
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2 
l For I wish you to know what geat concern I have for you 

and for the Laodiceans and for all who have not seen me 
2 in the Besh; I that their hearts may be comforted, and they 

themselves well equipped in charity and in all the riches of 
complete understanding. so as to know the mystery of God 

3 the Father of Christ Jesus, I in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

II. WARNINGS AGAINST FALSE 
TEACHERS 

4 A General Admonition Now I say this so that no one may 
' deceive you by persuasive words. For though I am absent in 

body, yet in spirit I am with you, rejoicing at the sight of 
your orderly array and the steadfastness of your faith in 

6 Cluist. Therefore, as you I.ave received Jesus Cluist our 
7 Lord, so walk in him; I be rooted in him and built up on 

him, and strengthened in the faith, as you also have learnt, 
rendering thanks abundantly. 

e SpeculaJive Errors See to it that no one deceives you by 
philosophy and vain deceit, according to human traditions, 
according to the elements of the world and not according to 

9 Christ. For in him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead 
lo bodily, and in him who is the head of every Principality 
11 and Power you have received of that fi,tllness. In him, too, 

2, 1 : Laodic111ns: the inhabitants of Laodicea, the neighboring 
dty of Colossae. 

2, 2: Myslny: the mystery is Jesus who ls difficult to comprehend 
completely ("the unfathomable riches of Ouist," Eph 3, 8). 

2, 3: W11dom 11nd jnowledgs: these two words are difficult to 
distinguish. They seem to mean contemplative and practical knowl-
edge. 

2, 5: In spiril: see 1, 8 n. 
2, 8: By philosophy: by what the false teachen call philosophy. 

Elem.,111 of 1he world: one opinion is: do not be deceived by teachers 
who propose rudimentary worldly-wise notions. Paul ironically be
littles what is presented as profound lcnowledl!e. Compare Gal 4, 3 o. 
Stt the Jewish-Gnostic teachings in the Introduction to this epistle. 

2, 9: F11llness of lhe Godhead: see 1, 19. Bodily: essentially. Paul 
aeems to attack the false teachers who probably claimed that Jesus 
possesses only some of God's perfections. 

2, 10: Printipali1y 11nd Pown: Christ is superior to Bn,l!elS (see 
1, 16 n). 

2, 11 : The converts have been justified by faith in Christ, not by 
circumcision. 
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you have been circumcised with a circumcision not wrought 
by hand, but tluough putting off the body of the ~esh, a 

12 circumcision which is of Christ. For you were buned to
gether with him in Baptism, and in him also rose again 
through faith in the working of God who raised him from 

13 the dead. And you, when you were dead by reason of your 
sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he brought to 

14 life along with him, forgiving you all your sins, I cancelling 
the decree against us, which was hostile to us. Indeed, he 

n has taken it completely away, nailing it to the cross. Dis
arming the Principalities and Powers, he displayed them 
openly, leading them away in triumph by force of it. 

16 Erroneous Practices Let no one, then, call you to account 
for what you eat or drink or in regard to a festival or a 

17 new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of things to 
18 come, but the substance is of Cluist. Let no one cheat you 

who takes pleasure in self-abasement and worship of the 
angels, and enters vainly into what he has not seen, 

19 puffed up by his mere human mind. Such a one is not 
united to the head, from whom the whole body, supplied 
and built up by joints and ligaments, attains a growth 
that is of God. 

20 If you have died with Christ to the elements of the 
world, why, as if still living in the world, do you lay down 

2, 12: See Rom 6, 3 n. 
2, 13: The uncircumcision of your flesh: this is an odd expres

sion in connection with the Gentiles. Nevertheless, the metaphor re
fers to the time prior to their conversion. 

2, 14-15: Christ, by his crucifixion, cancelled man"s debt (""decree") 
to God. 

2, 15: The hostile demons (""Principalities and Powers") were 
conquered by Christ's redemption. 

2, 16-18: These verses refer to false Jewish teachings, especially 
v. 16. (See Introduction to this epistle.) Let no one cheat you: let 
no one disqualify you as true Christians because you refuse to prac
bce the worship of angels. And enters vainly into what he has not 
seen: according to many scholars, the general meaning is that the 
false teachers boast of visions. 

2, 19: Paul emphasizes here the union of the members with the 
head, whereas in Eph 4, 16 the apostle underscored the unity of 
members among themselves. 

2, 20: The elements of the world: see 2, 8 n. Y. 20 calls to mind: 
"We needs must love the highest when we see it" (Tennyson, Idylls 
of the King, "Guinevere," I. 652). 
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21.22 the rules: "Do not touch; nor taste; nor handle!"- I things 
that must all perish in, their very use? In this you follow 

25 "the precepts and doctrines of men," I which, to be sure, 
have a show of wisdom in superstition and self-abasement 
and hard treatment of the body, but are not to be held 
in esteem, and lead to the full gratification of the .Besh. 

3 
1 Mystical Death and Resu"ertion Therefore, if you have 

risen with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
2 Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Mind the things 
5 that are above, not the things that are on earth. For you 

have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, your life, shall appear, then you too will 

appear with him in glory. 

Ill. THE IDEAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 
IN THE WORLD 

' Renounte Vices Therefore mortify your members, which 
are on earth: immorality, uncleanness, lust, evil desire and 

6 covetousness (which is a form of idol-worship). Because 
of these things the wrath of God comes upon the unbelievers, I 

7 and you yourselves once walked in them when they were 
a your life. But now do you also put them all away: anger, 

wrath, malice, abusive language and foul-mouthed utterances. 
9 Do not lie to one another. Strip off the old man with his 

2, 21: This reiptlation about cleanliness may be indicative of a 
Jewish false teachmg (see Introduction to this epistle). 

2, 22: "The preceplJ and docirines of men": by this quotation (Is 
29, 13) the apostle tells the converts that these prohibitions have not 
come from the Mosaic Law but from the false teachers of Colossae. 
See Mt U, 8-9 n for a different use of lsaia's words. 

2, B: The prohibitions (see v. 21), said to promote strict devo
tion, seU-abasement, and rigorous discipline, only appear wise, for 
they do not restrain sensuality. 

3, l: Since baptism ends the life dominated by sin (2, 12). the 
Christians must seek their ideals from God and not from the false 
teachers ( 2, 20-23). 

3, 3: You h1J1Je died: to sin through baptism. 
3, 4: Christ, your life: this phrase has been pointed out as Paul's 

most daring formula to express intimate union with Christ. ShtJI/ ,.p. 
pear: at the end of the world. Compare Phil 1, 21 n. 

3, ~: This means: put to death earthly things: immorality, etc. 
3, 6: The wrdlh of God: see Rom 1, 18 n. 
3, 9: Old man: human nature ruled by sin. 
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10 deeds J and put on the new, one that is being renewed unto 
perfect knowledge according to the image of his Creator. 

11 Here there is not Gentile and Jew, circumcised and un
circumcised, Barbarian and Scythian, slave and freeman; but 
Christ is all things and in all. 

12 Practise Virtues Put on therefore, as God's chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, a heart of mercy, kindness, humility, 

13 meekness, patience. Bear with one another and forgive one 
another, if anyone has a grievance against any other; 
even as the Lord has forgiven you, so also do you forgive. 

14 But above all these things have charity, which is the bond 
15 of perfection. And may the peace of Christ reign in your 

hearts; unto that peace, indeed, you were called in one 
16 body. Show yourselves thankful. J Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you abundantly: in all wisdom teach and admon
ish one another by psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, sing-

17 ing in your hearts to God by his grace. Whatever you 
do in word or in work, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

18 The Christian Family Wives, be subject to your husbands, 
19 as is becoming in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives 
20 and do not be bitter towards them. Children, obey your 

parents in all things, for that is pleasing in the Lord. 
21 I Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, that they 

may not be discouraged. 

22 Slaves and Masters Slaves, obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh; not with eye-service seeking to please 

23 men, but in singleness of heart from fear of the Lord. What
ever you do, work at it from the heart as for the Lord and 

24 not for men, I knowing that from the Lord you will receive 
2

5 the inheritance as your reward. Serve the Lord Christ. For he 
who does a wrong will reap the wrong he did, and there 
is no respect of persons . 

. 3, 10: Put on the new: see Eph 4, 24 n. Renewed: the Christian 
is morally renewed in knowledge according to God's image (Gn 1 
26). • 

3, 11: There is no distinction of race, religion, culture (including 
the i;nos~ barbarous culture ["Scythian"]), and society in the Chris
bans union with Christ. Compare Gal 3, 28. 

3, 18-21: See Eph 5, 21-6, 4. 
3, 22-4, 1: See Eph 6, 5-9. 
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4 
1 Masters, give your slaves what is just and fair, knowing 

that you too have a Master in heaven. 

2 Pra7er and Prudente Be assiduous in prayer, being wake-
3 ful therein with thanksgiving. At the same time pray for 

us also, that God may give us an opportunity for the word, 
to announce the mystery of Christ (for which also J am in 

4 chains), I that I may openly announce it as I ought to speak. 
' Walk in wisdom as regards outsiders, making the most 
6 of your time. Let your speech, while always attractive, be 

seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to 
answer each one. 

CONaUSION 

7 Tyrbkus and Onesimus AU my circumstances Tychicus, 
our dearest brother and faithful minister and fellow-servant 

B in the Lord, will tell you. Him I have sent to you for this 
very purpose, that he may learn your circumstances and 

9 comfort your hearts. With him is Onesimus, our most 
dear and faithful brother, who is one of you. They will 
tell you all that is going on here. 

10 From Paul's Co-workers Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, 
sends you greetings; so does Mark, Barnabas' cousin (con
cerning whom you have received instrugions--if he comes to 

11 you, welcome him), I and Jesus who is called Justus. Of 
men circumcised, these only are my fellow-workers in the 

u kingdom of God; they have been a comfort to me. Epa
phras, who is one of you, sends you greetings-a servant 
of Christ Jesus, who is ever solicitous for you in his prayers, 
that you may remain perfect and completely in accord 

U with all the will of God. Yes, I bear him witness that he 
labors much for you and for those who are at Laodicea and 

4, ' : The Christians are to try to make converts. 
4, 6: Se(jJoned wilh saJ1: see Mt '· 13 n. 
.C, 7: Tychic11s: he most probably delivered this letter to the 

Colossians. 
4, 9: Onesim11s: see Introduction of the epistle to Philemon. 
4, 10: Aris1arth11s: a Macedonian Jew from Thessalonica. He ac

companied Paul from Ephesus to Jerusalem and Rome. Mark: the 
evangelist. 

4, 11 : / 11S111s: otherwise unknown. 
4, 12: Ep,.phr(jJ: see Introduction to this epistle. 
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14 at Hierapolis. Luke, our most dear physician, and Demas 
send you greetings. 

15 A Message for the Laodiceans Greetings to the brethren 
who are at Laodicea and to Nymphas and the church that 

16 is in his house. And when this letter has been read among 
you, see that it be read in the church of the Laodiceans also; 
and that you yourselves read the letter from Laodicea. 

17 And say to Archippus: "Look to the ministry which thou 
hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfill it." 

18 I, Paul, greet you by my own hand. Remember my chains. 
Grace be with you. Amen. 

. 4, 14: Luke: the evangelist. Physician: see discussion in Introduc
tion to Luke's Gospel. Demas: the same name is mentioned in 2 Tm 
4, 9. 

1 .. 15: Nymphas: the Laodicean who made his home available for 
religious services, just as Philemon did in Colossae. 

4, 16: Some scholars believe that the letter mentioned here is the 
canonical letter to the Ephesians. (See Introduction to the epistle to 
the Ephesians). 

4, 17: Archippus: he perhaps substituted as head of the Colossian 
church in the absence of Epaphras (see Phlm 1, 2). 



THE 

FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL 

TO THE THESSALONIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

When Paul entered the seaport of Thessalonica (modem Salonica), 
it was about 3'0 years old. The city, founded about 300 B.C., re
ceived its name from a sister of Alexander the Great. Situated on the 
Via Egnatia, the imperial highway that connected Rome with her 
provinces in the east, Thessalonica became a flourishing commercial 
center of the Roman province of Macedonia and its capital where the 
pro-consul resided. From about 42 B.C., when it became a free. city, 
it was ruled by five or sis: "politarchs" (see Acts 17, 6 n). 

Small wonder that Paul chose this bustling, strategically situated 
seaport for his mission to spread the good news all over Greece ( 1 
Thes 1, 7). Thessalonica was chiefly inhabited by Greeks, but many 
other nationalities were commercially attracted to this typically licen
tious and idolatrous port city. The Jews were numerous and impor
tant enough to possess a synagogue. 

The apostle, with Silas and Timothy, founded the Church of Thes
salonica during his second missionary journey in '0-H A.O. As 
usual, he converted more Gentiles than Jews. According to Acts, it 
seems that Paul remained in Thessalonica about five weeks; to judge 
from I and 2 Thes, however, he seemed to have stayed there 
about three months. The rioting Jews caused the apostle to leave the 
city (Acts 17, 1-9). 

Paul and his companions continued their ,travels to Beroea and 
Athens. The apostle sent Timothy back from Athens to Thessalonica 
( 1 Thes 2, 18-3, '); he himself went to Corinth. After Timothy 
had reported to Paul at Corinth of the Thessalonians· loyalty to the 
faith (I Thes 3, 6), the apostle wrote his first surviving epistle (1 
Thes) about 52 A.O. 

Hardly any serious scholar doubts nowadays Paul's authorship of 
1 Thes. The apostle's purpose in writing this letter was to encourage 
the Thessalonians and to answer a few queries. Because there are no 
p.reat theological doctrines in 1 and 2 Thes, these epistles have been 
called ··the Cinderellas" of Paul's let ten. 

Main divisions of the First Epistle to the Thessalonians are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-10 

Paul' 1 Pa11 Relatiom and Present lnleresl 
2. Paul's Mission, 2, 1-12 
3. Paul's Thanksgiving, 2, 13-20 
4. Timothy's Mission, 3, 1-13 
'· Exhortation to Chastity and Charity, 4, 1-12 
6. The Second Coming of Our Lord, 4, 13-), 11 
7. Conclusion, '· 12-28 



INTRODUCTION 

l 
1 Greeting Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church 

of the Thessalonians in God the Father and in the LorJ 
Jesus Christ: grace be to you and peace. 

2 Thanksgiving for Their Faith We give thanks to God 
always for you all, continually making a remembrance of you 

3 in our prayers; I being mindful before God our Father of 
your work of faith, and labor, and charity, and your enduring 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 We know, brethren, beloved of God, how you were 
5 chosen. For our gospel was not delivered to you in word 

only, but in power also, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much 
fullness, as indeed you know what manner of men we 

6 have been among you for your sakes. And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the word in 

7 great tribulation. with joy of the Holy Spirit, I so that you 
became a pattern to all the believers in Macedonia and in 

e Achaia. For from you the word of the Lord has been 
spread abroad, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
in every place your faith in God has gone forth, so that we 

9 need say nothing further. For they themselves report con
cerning us how we entered among you, and how you turned 

io to God from idols, to serve the living and true God, I and 
to await from heaven Jesus, his Son, whom he raised from 
the dead, who has delivered us from the wrath to come. 

1, 1: Silvanus: or Silas, mentioned in Acts 15, 22. He and Timothy 
were Paul"s companions during the apostle's second missionary 
journey. They may have helped in founding the Church in Thes
salonica. 

1, 5: In power .•• in the Holy Spirit: there are different inter
pretations of these two expressions: miracles; and charismatic gifts. 
Both expressions may simply mean divine power as in 1 Cor 2, 4. In 
much fullneu: better, "'with strong conviction." 

1, 6: Tribulations: see Acts 17, 1-9. 
1, 9: Other people spoke of the success of Paul and his companions 

among the Thessalonians before they themselves were able to do so. 
I, 10: A potent incentive to the early Christians to live their re

ligion was the belief that the second coming of Christ was near. See 
Ti 2, 13. Who has deli11ered: in Greek, "'who delivers." Wrath to 
come: the punishment to be meted out at the end of the world. 
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I THESSALONIANS 2 

I. PAUL'S PAST RELATIONS AND 

PRESENT INTEREST 

675 

1 His Mission among Them For you yourselves, brethren, 
2 know that our coming among you was not in vain. But 

although we had previously experienced suffering and shame
ful treatment at Philippi, as you know, we had confidence in 
our God to preach to you the gospel of God amid much 

3 anxiety. For our exhortation was not from error, nor from 
4 impure motives, nor from guile. But as approved by God to be 

entrusted with the gospel, so we speak not as pleasing 
' men, but God, who proves our hearts. For at no time have 

we used words of flattery, as you know, nor any pretext 
6 for avarice, God is witness, I nor have we sought glory 
7 from men, neither from you nor from others. Although 

as the apostles of Christ we could have claimed a position 
of honor among you, still while in your midst we were 
as children: as if a nurse were cherishing her own children, 

8 I so we in our love for you would gladly have imparted to 
you not only the gospel of God, but also our own souls; be
cause you had become most dear to us. 

9 For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil. We 
worked night and day so as not to be a burden tu any of 

10 you while we preached to you the gospel of God. You 
are witnesses and God also, how holy and just and blame-

11 less was our conduct towards you who have believed; I inas
much as you are aware of how we entreated and comforted 
each one of you, acting towards you as a father towards 

12 his children, I declaring to you that you should walk worthi
ly of God, who called you unto his kingdom and glory. 

2, 1·12: As a reply to his critics, the apostle defends the manner 
in which he had conducted his missionary activities among the 
Thc-.salonians. 

2, 2: Shameful treatment at Philippi: see AcU 16, 22·24. Amid 
much a11xiely: see Acts 17, 5-10. 

2, 3-6: These are the insinuations of Paul's enemies mentioned 
explicitly in v. 14. 

2, 8: Our own sou/J: they would have gladly given themselves 
completely. 

2, 9:. Ni?,ht and day 10 as not to be a burden: the apostle and his 
rompan10ns worked from daybreak to nightfall to be self-supporting. 
See Atts 20, 3~ n. 

2, 11: Walk: live. 
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B Thanksgiving for Their Constancy Therefore we t 
give thanks to God without ceasing, because when you hea 
and received from us the word of God, you welcomed it r 
as the word of men, but, as it truly is, the word of G< 

14 who works in you who have believed. For you, brethro 
have become imitators of the churches of God which ; 
in Judea in Christ Jesus, in that you also have suffer 
the same things from your own countrymen as they ha 

n from the Jews, I who both killed the Lord Jesus and t 
prophets, and have persecuted us. They are displeasing 

16 God, and are hostile to all men, I because they hind 
us from speaking to the Gentiles, that they may be save 
Thus they are always filling up the measure of their sins, f, 
the wrath of God has come upon them to the utmo: 

17 But we, brethren, being bereaved of you for a short tim 
in sight, not in heart, have made more than ordinal 
efforts to hasten to see you, so great has been our desir 

18 For we wanted to come to you-I, Paul, more than om 
19 -but Satan hindered us. For what is our hope, or jff 

or crown of glory, if not you before our Lord Jesus Chri: 
20 at his coming? Yes, you are our glory and joy. 

3 
1 The Mission of Timothy And so when we could bear i 
2 no longer we decided to remain at Athens alone, I and w 

sent Timothy, our brother and a servant of God in thi 
gospel of Christ, to strengthen and comfort you in you: 

3 faith, I lest any should be shaken by these tribulations. For y<H 
4 yourselves know that we are appointed thereto. Indeed ever 

2, 13: Who works: which works. 
2, 14: Imitators: the Thessalonians have become imitators of tht 

Jewish Christians in Judea who also suffered from their countrymen 
the Jews. (A probable reference to Acts 8, 1; 12, 1.) 

2, 15: And the prophets: see Mt 23, 37. The severity of Paul"s 
words in vv. 15·16 against the Jews must be balanced by his explana· 
tion of their important role in the divine plan (Rom 9, lff). 

2, 16: The wrath of God: according to one opinion, God's pun
ishment came upon the Jews because of their obstinate refusal to he
lieve in Jesus. 

2, 18: Saran hindered us: Paul attributes to Satan all forms of 
hindrance of his ministry, from inclement weather to persecutions. 

2, 19: Comin/?,: literally, "'presence.'" The first of the four uses in 
1 Thes of this technical New Testament key word (meaning Christ's 
second coming at the end of the world). 

3, 1-2: Paul was so worried about the Thessalonians that he de
cided to send Timothy to encourage them. 
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when we were with you we used to tell you that we should 
suffer tribulations, as also it has com~ to pass, and you 

' know. Consequently when I could bear it no longer I sent 
in order to know your faith, lest perhaps the tempter might 
have tempted you, and our labor might come to naught. 

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and 
has made known to us your faith and charity, and your 
kindly remembrance of us at all times, and that you long 

7 to see us just as we long to see you, I we have accordingly 
found comfort in you, brethren, amid all our trials and 

8 tribulations, on account of your faith; I because now we 
9 live, if you stand fast in the Lord. For what thanks can 

we return to God for you for all the joy wherewith we 
10 rejoice for your sakes before our God? Night and day 

we pray more and more that we may see you again, and 
may supply those things that are lacking to your faith. 

11 May God our Father and our Lord Jesus direct our 
12 way unto you. And may the Lord make you to increase 

and abound in charity towards one another, and towards 
B all men just as we do towards you, I that he may strengthen 

your hearts, blameless in holiness before God our Father, 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, with all his saints. 
Amen. 

4 
1 Exhortation to Chastity and Charity Moreover, brethren, 

even as you have learned from us how you ought to walk 
to please God-as indeed you are walking-we beseech and 
exhort you in the Lord Jesus to make even greater progress. 

2 For you know what precepts I have given to you by the 
~ Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification; 
~ that you abstain from immorality; I that every one of you 

learn how to possess his vessel in holiness and honor, 

3, ~: The 1emp1er: although the name is different, the sense is the 
same as "Satan" (see 2, 18 n). 

3, 8: We live: Paul and his companions are encouraged. 
3, I 0: Thou 1hi1111.s lhdl dre l1Jckin11.: since the apostle was forced 

to leave Thessalonica prematurely (Acts 17, 1·10), he could not com
plete his religious instructions to the Thessalonians. 

3, 13: The comin11.: see 2, 19 n. 
4, 3: lmmortJ/Jly: sexual immorality. The pagans regarded fornica

~on as legitimate as eating and drinking. Even their pagan religions 
mrnrporated fornication. The relinquishing of fornication was perhaps 
the ..:rcatcst obstacle to conversion. 

4, 4: Vessel: it is disputed whether this word refers to the man's 
body or that of his spouse. 
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' I not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not 
6 know God; I that no one transgress and overreach his 

brother in the matter, because the Lord is the avenger of 
all these things, as we have told you before and have testi-

7 fied. For God has not called us unto uncleanness, but unto 
8 holiness. Therefore, he who rejects these things rejects 

not man but God, who has also given his Holy Spirit 
to us. 

9 But concerning brotherly charity there is no need for 
us to write to you, for you yourselves have learned from 

10 God to love one another. For indeed you practise it towards 
all the brethren all over Macedonia. But we exhort you, 

11 brethren, to make even greater progress. Strive to live 
peacefully, minding your own affairs, working with your 

U own hands, as we charged you, I so that you may walk be
comingly towards outsiders, and may need nothing. 

II. THE SECOND COMING OF 

OUR LORD 

B Witnessed by the Dead But we would not, brethren, have 
you ignorant concerning those who are asleep, lest you should 

14 grieve, even as others who have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, so with him God will bring 

15 those also who have fallen asleep through Jesus. For this we 
say to you in the word of the Lord, that we who live, who 
survive until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede 

16 those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself with 

4, 6: In the mat/er: of sexual immorality as spoken of in vv. 3-5, 
especially adultery. 

4, 8: T heu things: the doctrine. 
4, 11: Working: in Greek thought, manual labor was the oc

cupation of slaves. Paul insists on the Christian dignity of work. 
See 2 Thes 3, 6-12 n. 

4, 12: Out1ider1: the apostle speaks frequently of the proper im
pression that Christians should make on non-Christians, be they Jews 
or Gentiles. And may need nothing: Paul advises the Thessalonians 
to work that they may not have to depend on the material help of 
others. 

4, 13: Thou who are aileep: a Hebrew and Greek expression for 
those who are dead. See I Cor 11, 30 n. A1 otherJ ... 110 hope: 
as the pagans who have no hope except for life on earth. 

4, 14: Since we believe that .Jesus died and arose from the dead, so 
we believe that God will raise the good Christians to accompany 
Jesus when he comes a second time (at the end of the world). 

4, 15-18: In the word of the Lord: some scholars do not interpret 
this expression as an allusion to a personal revelation or to a state-
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cry of command, with voice of archangel, and with trumpet 
of God will descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ 

17 will rise up first. Then we who live, who survive, shall be 
caught up together with them in clouds to meet the Lord 

1e in the air, and so we shall ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, 
comfort one another with these words. 

5 
I Time Unknown But of the times and seasons, brethren, 
2 you have no need that we write to you, I for you your· 

selves know well that the day of the Lord is to come as a 
' thief in the night. I For when they shall say, "Peace and se

curity," even then sudden destruction will come upon them, 
as birth pangs upon her who is with child, and they will 
not escape. 

4 Be Always Prepared But you, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief; 

' I for you are all children of the light and children of the 
6 day. We are not of night, nor of darkness. Therefore, let 

us not sleep as do the rest, but let us be wakeful and sober. 
7 For they who sleep, sleep at night, and they who are drunk, 
8 are drunk at night. But let us, who are of the day, be sober. 

Let us put on the breastplate of faith and charity, and for 

ment of Jesus in the Gospel, but they inteq1ret it to mean 
that Paul bases himself on the authority of Jesus. 

Jesus will come at the end of the world and then the dead Christians 
will rise. "We," that is, those who are still alive will not die (v. 17) 
but will assume a glorified body and join Jesus. See 1 Cor 15, 51 n. 
TI1ercfore, the Thessalonians should not mourn that the dead Chris
tians will not resurrect, for they will all be together at the resurrec
tion ( v. 18). Paul entwines this teaching with the characteristic 
apocalyptic language of "cry ... voice ... trumpet" (v. 16). 

The apostle hoped and thought that he would live to see Christ 
come at the end of the world (just as we may hope today), but there 
is no compelling argument, grammatical or otherwise, that he taught 
this. 

5, 2: The uncertainty "of the times and seasons" of the end of the 
world was already preached by Jesus. See Mt 24, 36. 

5, 3: Only those who trust in false "peace and security" need to 
feel alarmed at the second coming of Christ. 

5, 5: Since Christians live in the light of the Gospel, they need 
not fear being unprepared when the end arrives. 

5, 6: Let u1 not 1/eep: be spiritually alert. AI do the re1t: the 
pagans (see 4, 13 n). 

5, 8: BreailfJ/a/e of faith •• , 1al1Jalion: compare Eph 6, 14-17. 
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9 a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not destined 
us unto wrath, but to gain salvation through our Lord 

10 Jesus Christ, I who died for us in order that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 

11 Wherefore, comfort one another and edify one another, even 
as indeed you do. 

CONCLUSION 

12 Obedience, Patience and Charity Now we beseech you, 
brethren, to appreciate those who labor among you, and who 

B are over you in the Lord and admonish you. Esteem them 
with a more abundant love on account of their work. Be 

14 at peace with them. And we exhort you, brethren, reprove 
the irregular, comfort the fainthearted, support the weak, 

15 be patient towards all men. See that no one renders evil 
for evil to any man; but always strive after good towar<ls 
one another and towards all men. 

16.le Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all things give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus regarding 

19.20 you all. Do not extinguish the Spirit. Do not despise 
21 prophecies. But test all things; hold fast that which is goo<l. 
22 Keep yourselves from every kind of evil 

23 Pinal Blessing and Greeting And may the God of peace 
himself sanctify you completely, and may your spirit and 
soul and body be preserved sound, blameless at the coming 

24 of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who called you is faithful 
and will do this. 

5, 9: Wrath: eternal punishment (see 1, 10 n). 
5, 10: Whether we wake or sleep: the dead Christians and those 

living when Jesus comes (see 4, 15-18 n) will all share in his glory 
("live together with him"). 

5, 12: Those ... who are over you: these general terms refer to 
the Christian leaders of the community without specifying their titles 
or functions. 

5, 15: Evil for evil: compare Prv 20, 22, "Say not, I will repay 
evil!" 

5, 19: Do nol extinf,uish the Spiril: utilize the charismatic gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. 

5, 20: Prophecies: inspired instructions (see 1 Cor 14, 3 n). 
5, 21: TeJt all things: ascertain whether they are genuine charis

matic gifts or not. 
5, 23: Spirit and soul and body: this unique Pauline expression 

means the whole man. 
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2'-26 Brethren, pray for us. Greet all the brethren with a holy 
21 kiss. I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to 
28 all the holy brethren. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you. Amen. 

5, 26: A holy kiu: see I Cor 16, 20. 
5, 27: A solemn command to the Thessalonian community. 



THE 

SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL 

TO THE THESSALONIANS 

INTRODUCTION 

Serious objections are advanced by a few modem scholars against 
the traditional view that Paul wrote the second epistle to the Thes
salonians. The strongest objection seems to be that 2 Thes resembles 
1 Thes in so many expressions and phrases that the author of 2 Thes 
must have imitated Paul. These critics do not label the author a 
forger but a pseudepigrapher. 1his is a writer who attributes his 
work, for the sake of prestige, to a famous personage (in this in
stance, to Paul). An example of the legitimate literary form of 
pseudepigraphy is the Book of Wisdom. It was attributed to King 
Solomon by a first century author. 

The objections raised against Pauline authenticity do not seem 
strong enough to rule out the traditional view held by the majority 
of Catholics and by many others. Their explanation is: Paul wrote the 
second letter to the Thessalonians a few months after the first because 
the Thessalonians had misunderstood him and thought that Christ's 
return was i=inent. The apostle, therefore, reminded them in the 
second epistle of certain events that must precede Christ's 
return (see 2, 3-12 n). The abundant similarities of expressions may 
be easily accounted for by the fact that 1 Thes was still so fresh in 
Paul's memory. The proponents of the traditional view advance their 
explanation as the best working solution, not as a definitive solution. 
They admit, for instance, that Paul did not clearly refer to 1 Thes to 
clarify its connection with 2 Tbes. Irrespective of the dispute on 
Pauline authenticity, it is generally held, for both epistles, that they 
were written about 52 A.D. 

Main divisions of the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-12 
2. The Second Coming of Our Lord, 2, 1-17 
3. Exhortation, 3, 1-15 
4. Conclusion, 3, 16-18 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Crreeting Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church 
2 of the Thessalonian& in God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ: j grace be to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Their Poith ond Constoncy We arc bound to give thanks 
to God always for you, brethren. It is fitting that we should, 
because your faith grows exceedingly and your charity each 

4 one for the other increases. And because of this we ourselves 
boast of you in the churches of God for your patience and 
faith in all your persecutions and the tribulations that you are 

' enduring. In this there is a proof of the just judgment of God 
counting you worthy of the kingdom of God, for which also 

6 you suffer. Indeed it is just on the part of God to repay 
7 with alBiction those who affiict you, I and to give you who are 

afflicted rest with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus, who 
8 will come from heaven with the angels of his power, I in 

tlaming fire, to inflict punishment on those who do not know 
God, and who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 These will be punished with eternal ruin, away from the 
10 face of the Lord and the glory of his power, I when on that 

day he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be 

1, 1-2: The greeting is approximately the same as that in 1 Tues 
1, 1. 

1, 3-4: Paul learned from an undisclosed source ( 3, 11) that the 
well-known charity among the Thessalonians ( 1 Tues 4, 1) was fur
ther increasing. 

1, 5: In their suffering there is an indication of God's final re
ward to the Christians of Thessalonica. 

1, 7: Re111/aJion: the second coming of Jesus. See 1 Tues 4, 1'· 
18 n. 

I, 8-10: Flamin11. fire ••• inflict punishment ••• from the fac11 
of 1he Lord ttnd 1h1 11.lory of his power ••• to be glorified in his 
s11i1111: these expressions, used to depict Christ as a judge, come from 
Old Testament descriptions of the judgment on the Day of Yahweh. 
See Am 5, 18-20 n. 

I, fl: Those who do not know God: the pagans, as in 1 Thes 4, 
5, "the Gentiles who do not know God." Who do nol obey the 11.01-
pe/: the unbelieving Jews, as in Rom 10, 16, '"all did not obey the 
gospel." However, according to another opinion, both expressions 
"those who do not know God" and '"who do not obey the .l\(ISpel" 
nse synonymous of the one same sin of unbelief committed by the 
same general category of sinners. 

1, 10: Glorified in his sttints ••• who h111111 belie11etl: the holy 
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marvelled at in all those who have believed. For our testi 
mony before you has been believed. 

11 Prayer for Their Glorification To this end also we pra1 
always for you, that our God may make you worthy of hi: 
calling, and may fulfill with power every good purpose am 

12 work of faith, I that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ma) 
be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the gract 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 

I. THE SECOND COMING OF 

OUR LORD 

1 Preludes to the Second Coming We beseech you, breth
ren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 

2 gathered together unto him, I not to be hastily shaken from 
your right mind, nor terrified, whether by spirit, or by utter
ance, or by letter attributed to us, as though the day of the 

3 Lord were near at hand. Let no one deceive you in any 
way, for the day of the Lord will not come unless the apos
tasy comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of 

lives of the faithful ("saints") will be a source of glory to Ch mt 
whose splendor will be admired in turn by the faithful. Our teill
mony: a reference to Paul's preaching among the Thessalonians. 

1, 11: Fulfill with power ... work of faith: may God bring to 
fulfillment, through his dynamic power, every good resolution and 
every work done through faith. 

1, 12: Glorified in you, and you in him: see 1, 10 n. 
2, 1: See 1 Thes 4, 15-18 n. By the coming: concerning the 

coming. 
2, 2: Were near at hand: more accurately translated, "has arrived." 

The apostle wants to correct the false impression of the Thessaloninns 
that Christ's second coming is most imminent. Their false impression 
may have been the result of a misunderstanding of an inspired in· 
struction ("spirit," see 1 Thes 5, 20 n), or of a misinterpretation of 
Paul's doctrine ("utterance"), or it may have come from a letter at
tributed to the apostle. 

2, 3-12: Paul describes the events that must precede the second 
coming. 

2, 3: The day of the Lord will not come: these words are not in 
the Greek text, but they were placed here to give the correct meaning 
of the verse. Apo1ta1y: Paul must have already preached to the Thes· 
salonians about apostasy (see v. 5). In view of the use of this word 
elsewhere (Acts 5, 37), scholars generally understand it as a re
ligious apostasy. The "apostates" need not necessarily mean only 
renegade Christians but also non.Christians who revolt against God. 
The man of Jin: the three other synonyms for what is at the end of 
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• perdition, I who opposes and is exalted above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped, so that be sits in the tern

' pie of God and gives himself out a.s if he were God. Do you 
not remember that when I wa.s still with you, I used to tell 

6 you these things? And now you know what restrains him, that 
7 he may be revealed in his proper time. For the mystery of 

iniquity is already at work; provided only that he who is 
at present restraining it, does still restrain, until he is gotten 
out of the way. 

a And then the wicked one will be revealed, whom the Lord 
Jesus will slay with the breath of his mouth and will destroy 
with the brightness of his coming. 

9 And his coming is according to the working of Satan 

the first century called antichriat (see, e.~ .• 1 Jn 2, 18) are: "son of 
perdition" (v. 3); "the mystery ol iniquity" (v. 7); and "the wicked 
one" ( v. 8). Son 1 perdilion: a Semitic expression for one who is 
entirely deserving o eternal punishment. 

2, 4: So 1hal he: the antichrist Siu in 1he lemple • , • as 1 he 
were God: a symbolic expression for the impiety and pride o the 
antichrist. 

2, S: This whole passage (vv. 3-12) is vague to the twentietb
century reader because the apostle presupposes the understanding of 
much of what he says since he had already preached to the Thes
salonians about aposta5y and the man of sin (antichrist), and of the 
obstacle. 

2, 6: W ha1 restrains him: Paul supposes that the Christians at 
Thessalonica know the nature of the obstacle which restrains the 
antichrist from appearing till the end of the world. 

2, 7: The myuery of iniquity: the antichrist. See 2, 3 n. The mean
ing of vv. 3-7 is: before Christ comes the second time, the apostasy 
must take place. It has not occurred because the obstacle prevents the 
antichrist from operating fully. When the obstacle is removed, the 
antichrist will inaugurate the apostasy. Then Christ will come. He 
who is al present restroinin/!,: the "obstacle" is here expressed in Greek 
in the masculine gender; in v. 6, in the neuter gender ("what re
strains"). There ue numerous interpretations. Is it an individual? A 
collectivity? A corporate personality? Some better known theories are: 
the forces (obstacles) that restrain the antichrist ue the apostles and 
their successors; the charisms of the Holy Spirit; a divine decree; St 
Michael; the Roman empire; all successive modern states. 

2, 8: The meaning of the verse is: Christ will defeat the anti
christ ("the wicked one," see 2, 3 n). Slay , , , mouth: see Is 11, 
4 for this imagery. 

2, 9: His comin/!,: the coming of the antichrist will be one of the 
various activities in which Satan will be implicated. 

Although the apostle speaks as if there were only one antichrist, 
we know that from Paul's time till now the antichrist has been active 
(v. 7). Paul could not have meant one rerson. Satan is excluded in 
v. 9. Is the antichrist a personification o a series down through the 
a,L:es that will culminate in one principal antichrist at the end of 
time? It seems that the tradition of the antichrist was interpreted 
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10 with all power and signs and lying wonders, I and with all 
wicked deception to those who are perishing. For they have 

11 not received the love of truth that they might be saved. There
fore God sends them a misleading influence that they may be-

12 lieve falsehood, I that all may be judged who have not be
lieved the truth, but have preferred wickedness. 

B Thanksgiving for Their Election But we, brethren be
loved of God, are bound to give thanks to God always for 
you, because God has chosen you as first-fruits unto salvation 
through the sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 

14 truth. For this purpose he also called you by our preaching 
15 to gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, 

stand firm, and hold the teachings that you have learned, 
16 whether by word or by letter of ours. And may our Lord 

Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us 
and has given us through grace everlasting consolation and 

17 good hope, I comfort and strengthen your hearts in every 
good work and word. 

II. EXHORTATION 

3 
1 Request for Mutual Prayer In conclusion, brethren, pray 

for us, that the word of the Lord may run and be glorified 
2 even as among you, I and that we may be delivered from 

troublesome and evil men; for not all men have the faith. 
3 But the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and 

freely because in 1 Jn 2, 18, for instance, the author considers the 
antichrist fuUilled in the heretics of his day. 

2, 10: Are peri1hinf!.: will perish. 
2, 11: It is characteristic of the inspired writers to attribute 

everything to God. A miJleading influence: a delusion. 
2, 12: Judf!.ed: condemned. 
2, 13: AJ fmt-fruitJ: an alternate Greek reading is "from the be

ginning" (i.e., from all eternity). "First-fruits" means first converts. 
2, 15: Teachinf!.J: literally, "traditions," taught by Paul orally 

("by word") or in writing ("by letter of ours," a reference to 1 
Thes). 

St. John Chrysostom, followed by many commentators, used this 
text as a classic proof of the two fonts of revelation: scripture, and 
tradition. However, Paul did not intend to declare himself on this 
issue but he merely wanted to refer to his oral and written instruc
tions to the Thessalonians. 

3, 1: Word of the Lord: the Gospel. May run: may spread rapidly, 
a term taken from sports. 

3, 2: Troub/e10me and e11il: a strong and unique phrase in the 
whole Greek Bible. 
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4 guard you from evil. And we have confidence in the Lord as 
regards you, that you both do and will do the things that 

' we enjoin. And may the Lord direct your hearts into the 
love of God and the patience of Christ. 

6 Agt1insl Idleness And we charge you, brethren, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to withdraw yourselves from every 
brother who lives irregularly, and not according to the teach· 

7 ing received from us. For you yourselves know how you 
ought to imitate us; for we were not unruly while with you, 

B I neither did we eat any man's bread at his cost, but we 
worked night and day in labor and toil, so that we might not 

9 burden any of you. Not that we did not have the right to 
do so, but that we might make ourselves an example for 

to you to imitate us. For indeed when we were with you we 
used to charge you: if any man will not work, neither let 

n him eat. For we have heard that some among you are living 
12 irregularly, doing no work but busy at meddling. Now such 

persons we charge and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ that 
they work quietly and eat their own bread. 

13 But you, brethren, do not grow tired of well-doing. 
14 And if anyone does not obey our word by this letter, note 

that man and do not associate with him, that he may be 
l' put to shame. Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but ad· 

monish him as a brother. 

CONCLUSION 

16 Final Blessing t1nd Greeting And may the Lord of peace 
himself give you everlasting peace in every place. The Lord 

17 be with you all. I, Paul, greet you with my own hand. This is 
18 the mark in every letter. Thus I write. I The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

3, 6·12: Scholars in general agree that in this passage Paul en
courages the Theoisalonians to work, for some of them in expectation 
of Christ's imminent return considered all work useless. The idlers 
were not only unsettling others, they also wanted to live off the com
munity. The idleness had seemingly increased since Paul's first letter 
(see 1 Thes 4, 11 ). 

1, 6: Who lives i"e11.u/.,rl1: in idleness. Tea&hing: literally, 
"tradition" (see 2, n n). 

3, 8·9: See 1 Thes 2, 9. 
3, 16: In every pkue: B variant Greek reading has: "in every 

way." 
3, 17: Paul talces the "pen" from his "secretary" and signs his 

signature as the "mark" of identification of his letters. Thus I write: 
it means, "I am writin.11 this." 



THE PASTORAL EPISTLES 

The two epistles written to Timothy who was at Ephesus, anc 
the letter written to Titus who was at Crete, are called the pastorn 
epistles. All three outline the proper way for Church leaders t< 
conduct themselves and to govern their faithful. Timothy and Titu: 
are constantly exhorted to preach sound doctrine in governing th• 
Church. 

The most controversial among the introductory literary problem: 
of date and place, etc., in the pastoral epistles is that of thPi1 
authorship. Some scholars hold it more difficult to determine the 
author of the pastorals than the author of any other New Testamen 
writing. Up to the nineteenth century, the pastoral epistles were 
attributed to St. Paul. More recent scholarly studies have indicnl<'< 
historical, linguistic, and doctrinal reasons to disprove that the« 
letters were written by Paul. The historical reason lies in the difficult) 
to fit the situations and circumstances depicted in the pastoral: 
into the life of the apostle as known from his epistles and fnHr 
Acts. 

The scholarly linguists have provided the most telling argumenl 
against Paul's authorship. From 902 Greek words, including fifty· 
four proper names, 306 (or more than one-third) are not found 
in the other ten letters, the epistle to the Hebrews excluded. Besides, 
the vocabulary and style of the pastorals are admittedly superior to, 
and unlike the apostle's in comparison with his other letters. 

According to a definite modern trend, many scholars no longer try 
to prove that Paul is the author. In recent years they have suggeslt-d 
that the apostle employed a secretary, probably St. Luke, to whom 
similarities between his Gospel-Acts and the pastorals would point. 

A well-known probable opinion, especially among Protestants, 
concerns the fragment theory, which rejects the secretary-suggestinn 
and theorizes that some original Pauline fragments have been 
incorporated into the pastorals by a disciple. The more plausible 
fragments include 2 Tm 1, 15-18; 4, 9-22; Ti 3, 12-15. 

The question of authenticity is still disputed. There are those 
who hold for Paul or a secretary whom he employed; and there 
are others who hold for a pseudonymous writer long after Paul's 
death. This writer may or may not have used some Pauline 
fragments. 

The commentators who advance Paul or his secretary as author 
usually give the chronological order of the pastorals as: 1 Tm, 
Ti, 2 Tm. (The traditional sequence followed in Bible translations, 
as in CCD, is: 1 Tm, 2 Tm, Ti.) The non-traditional sequence is 
based on the assumption that Paul traveled throughout the Medi
terranean Basin after his first Roman imprisonment. In the course 
of this voyage, he left Timothy at Ephesus and Titus at Crete. 
Paul then wrote to both from Macedonia ( 1 Tm 1, 3). During 
the apostle's second Roman imprisonment he is supposed to have 
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written 2 Tm. The three letters would, according to this theory, 
date from shortly before his death ( 63-67 A.O.). 

The advocaton of a pseudonymow writer of the pastoral 
epistles frequently follow this sequence: 2 Tm, Ti, 1 Tm. Their 
arguments in favor of this sequence are based on the internal 
criticism of the biblical text itself. Many of these scholars date the 
pastorals from 90-120 A.O. 

The pastorals often speak of false teachers. When a.JI the 
11n1ttered remarks of the false teaching are collected, there does not 
emerge a clear enough sketch to identify from it any specific false 
doctrinal teaching. Perhaps the teachers did not believe in the 
same tenets, and they may even have differed among themselves. 
Nevertheless, the inspired author is more intent on combating and 
revealing the evils of the false teaching than he is on analyzing 
them. Yet, the false doctrinal teaching contains elements that are 
Jewish and Gnostic. The Jewish elements are rather clear in such 
expressions as "Jewish fables" (Ti 1, 14) and "fables and endless 
genealogies" ( 1 Tm 1, 4; 4, 7; 2 Tm 4, 4). 

The Gnostic element is more elusive. Experts agree on this 
point: if there is any text in the pastora.ls that discloses some 
form of Gnosticism it is 1 Tm 6, 20: "avoid .•. the contradictions 
of what is falsely called knowledge • . • ". The Greek may be 
translated, "falsely called knowledge" or "pseudonymous gnosis," 
the very term used by St. lrenaeus in his description of the Gnostic 
movement developed in postbiblical days. Even if 1 Tm 6, 20 refers 
to Gnosticism, it does not cast much light on other passages in the 
pastorals. Consequently, due to a lack of evidence, scholars are 
often uncertain whether a false belief that is mentioned in the 
pastorals stems from Judaism, Gnosticism, or from both, or from 
neither. See, for instance, the denial of the resurrection (explained 
in 2 Tm 2, 18 n) and the rigorous asceticism (explained in 1 Tm 
4,3n). ' 

The final and best summation given by present-day scholarship on 
the question seems to be that the false doctrinal teaching contains 
Jewish-Gnostic elements. (Perhaps the same group of false teachers 
taught the two-pronged doctrine as explained in Ti 1, 10 n.) Or, 
an even more cautious statement may be that any of the false doctrinal 
teaching emerged from a simultaneously Jewish and Gnostic back
ground. One fact seems clear: the Gnostic segmrnts found in the 
pastorals consisted of merely disparate rudimentary elements that 
only gradually were incorporated into a systematized Gnosticism of 
the second century A.O. Moreover, besides the rudimentary Gnostic 
notion of a multiplicity of intermediary beings between God and 
man, there is this basic notion: matter is evil (see I Tm 4, 3-5 n; 
2 Tm 2, 18 n). 



THE 

FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO 

TIMOTHY 

INTRODUCTION 

A sketch of Timothy's life may be pieced together from the Acts 
of the Apostles and from various epistles. Timothy was a native of 
Lystra in Lycaonia (Turkey). His father was a pagan, his mother, 
Eunice, a convert from Judaism (Acts 16, 1). Timothy joined 
Paul when the apostle went on his second missionary journey. 
Henceforth, they were often together. Paul would send Timothy, 
whenever necessary, on missionary errands to various cities; once 
from Athens to Thessalonica ( 1 Thes 3, 2ff), and another time 
from Ephesus to Corinth ( 1 Cor 4, 17). Timothy assisted about 
six times in delivering Paul's letters. (The Roman liturgy celebratl'S 
the feast of Timothy on January 24.) 

Main divisions of the First Epistle to Timothy are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-2 
2. Against False Teachers, 1, 3-20 
3. Pastoral Charge, 2, 1-3, 13 
4. Against False Doctrine, 3, 14-4, 16 
5. Duties toward the Flock, 5, 1-6, 19 
6. Conclusion, 6, 20-21 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 
t Greeting Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the order c 
2 God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus our hope, I to Timotlr 

his beloved son in the faith: grace, mercy and peace froi 
God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I. AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS 

3 Timothy's Mission at Ephesus When I went to Man 
donia, I asked thee to stay on at Ephesus that thou mightc! 

4 charge some not to teach novel doctrines, I and not to stud 
fables and endless genealogies which beget controversic 

, rather than godly edification, which is in the faith. Now th 
purpose of this charge is charity, from a pure heart and : 

6 good conscience and faith unfeigned. Some going astray fron 
7 these things have turned aside to vain babbling, I desiring h 

be teachers of the Law, when they understand neither wha 
they say nor the things about which they make assertion. 

B Role of the Law But we know that the Law is good, if 

1, 1-2: The preface to each pastoral epistle contains the name ol 
Paul, the divinely appointed apostle, who addresses and instructs Iii! 
younger delegate. The advocates of a pseudonymous writer (sec: 
The Pastoral Epistles, p. 688) understand "Paul" just as th' 
inspired writer intended it to be understood, namely, as if Paul wcrt 
writing to Timothy (and to Titus in Ti 1, 1). 

1, 1: God our Savior: the title "Savior" as applied to God is found 
frequently in the Old Testament but rarely in the New Testament. 
The use of this title is characteristic of the pastorals. 

1, 3: The scholars who uphold Paul's authorship do not agree on 
the date of the apostle's visit to Macedonia, or they say that it is 
unknown. Those who advocate a pseudonymous author interpret the 
account of this visit as literary fiction, a feature of the literary form 
of pseudepigraphy. 

1, 4: Fables and endleu f{enealof{ies: this looks like a Jewi'h 
element in the false teaching which the writer is combating. (See: 
The Pastoral Epistles, p. 688). Godly edification: in Greek, 
"the economy of God," the divine plan founded on faith ("which is 
in the faith"). 

1, S: A pure heart: a Semitic expression for sincerity. 
1, 6: The author of the pastorals frequently upbraids prattlers of 

religion. 
1, 7-8: Law: because the word is not capitalized in the original 

Greek, it is unclear whether "the Law" refers to the Mosaic Law or to 
the moral law. Since "Law," especially in v. 8, may mean the Mosaic 
Law, see Rom 7, 12. 
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9 man uses it rightly, I knowing that the Law is not made for 
the just, but for the unjust and rebellious, for the ungodly 
and sinners, for criminals and the defiled, for parricides and 

10 matricides, for murderers, I for imn:ioral people, for sodomites, 
for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and whatever else is 

11 contrary to the sound doctrine, I according to the gospel of 
the glory of the blessed God, which has been committed 
to my trust. 

12 The Apostle's Own Life I give thanks to Christ Jesus our 
Lord, who has strengthened me, because he counted me trust

B worthy in making me his minister. For I formerly was a 
blasphemer, a persecutor and a bitter adversary; but I ob
tained the mercy of God because I acted ignorantly, in unbe-

14 lief. Indeed, the grace of our Lord has abounded beyond 
U measure in the faith and love that is in Christ Jesus. This 

saying is true and worthy of entire acceptance, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the 

16 chief. But for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Christ Jesus might show forth all patience, as an example to 
those who shall believe in him for the attainment of life 

17 everlasting. To the King of the ages who is immortal, in-
visible, the one only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

18 Fidelity to Vocation I commit to thee this charge, my 
son Timothy, that according to the prophecies once made 
concerning thee, thou mayest light the good light by means of 

1, 9·10: Recent studies show that the lists of vices (similar to 
those in Gal 5, 19·21; Rom 13, 13) originate from a Hellenistic-Jewish 
tradition and ultimately from a prolific oriental tradition. The important 
emergent is that these are stock words; they do not convey a specific 
description of the vices of the false teachers in question. (See Rom 1, 
28· H n on the lists of vices.) 

1, 10: Sound doctrine: a favorite phrase in the pastorals, it is 
not found elsewhere in the New Testament. 

1, 14: Ha1 abounded ..• in Chri11 /e1u1: a better translation is: 
'"has abounded in me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus." 
Love: the pastorals often praise or strongly recommend the love of 
God. 

I, 16: The inspired writer claims that he received forgiveness, so 
that he may serve as an example of the great patience Jesus has with 
sinners. 

1, IH-20: After an autobiographical digression (vv. 12-17), the 
author returns to the charge committed to Timothy. 

1, 1 R: My wn: this term of affection signifies the relationship 
between pupil and master or between lower and higher official rather 
than the difference in age. Auording lo the prophecie1 ••• by meanI 
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19 them, J having faith and a good conscience. Some rejectin! 
20 this have made shipwreck of the faith, J among whom ar< 

Hymeneus and Alexander, whom I have delivered up to Satar 
that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

II. PASTORAL CHARGE 

2 
1 Directions on Prayer I urge therefore, first of all, that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be mad~ 
2 for all men; J for kings, and for all in high positions, that 

we may lead a quiet and peaceful life in all piety and worthy 
3 behavior. This is good and agreeable in the sight of Go1I 
4 our Savior, I who wishes all men to be saved and to come 
5 to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one 

Mediator between God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus, I 
6 who gave himself a ransom for all, bearing witness in his 
7 own time. To this I have been appointed a preacher and an 

apostle (I tell the truth, I do not lie), a teacher of the Gen
tiles in faith and truth. 

e Women in Public Assemblies I wish, then, that the men 

of them: at Timothy's ordination, some divinely inspired prophets 
seem to have uttered analogous declarations as at the event described 
in Acts 13, 1·3. The writer now encourages Timothy to continue his 
ministry in the spirit of the "prophecies" that were made at his 
ordination. 

1, 19: Shipwreck: the only use of this metaphor in the New 
Testament 

1, 20: Hymeneus: mentioned in 2 Tm 2, 17. Alexander: mentioned 
in 2 Tm 4, 14. Although these two names reappear in 2 Tm, it does 
not necessarily follow that they are the same persons. Besides, those 
who hold that 1 Tm is a pseudonymous writing would say that th<' 
names are fictitious and used only to lend color to a personal letter. 
Satan: the excommunication ceases when the excommunicated person 
repents. 

2, 1: First of all: this is better understood as a phrase for smooth 
transition rather than as a directive that prayer is of the first importance 
in the liturgy. 

2, 2: For kings: the duty to pray for kings was recognized in 
the Old Testament (see 1 Mc 7, 33). 

2, 4: This verse contains a highly consoling theological doctrine. 
Wishes: the Greek verb used here (thelein) means "to desire;· in 
contrast with the Greek verb boulesthai, which connotes an absolute 
command. 

2, 6: Bearin?, witness in his own time: at an appointed time Jesus 
declared that he came "to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mt 20, 
28). 

2, 8: Men: apparently, contrary to the former Jewish custom, the 
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pray everywhere, lifting up pure hands, without wrath and 
9 contention. In like manner I wish women to be decently 

dressed, adorning themselves with modesty and dignity, not 
10 with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothing, I but 

with good works such as become women professing godliness. 
11.12 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. For I do 

not allow a woman to teach, or to exercise authority over 
ll men; but she is to keep quiet. For Adam was formed first, 
14 then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman was 
1' deceived and was in sin. Yet women will be saved by child-

3 

bearing, if they continue in faith and Jove and holiness with 
modesty. 

I Qualities of d Bishop This saying is true: If anyone is 
2 eager for the office ol bishop, he desires a good work. A 

bishop then, must be blameless, married but once, reserved, 
~ prudent, of good conduct, hospitable, a teacher, I not a drinker 

or a brawler, but moderate, not quarrelsome, not avaricious. 
4 He should rule well his own household, keeping his children 
' under control and perfectly respectful. For if a man cannot 

women were beginning to pray with men in the synagogue. 
Everywhere: in all their meeting places. Liftin/!. up pure hands: in the 
Roman catacombs, the representation of Christians standing erect with 
palms upward attest to this gesture of prayer. The adjective '"pure" 
m the phrase '"lifting up pure hands'" is better translated as '"holy," 
which is explained by '"without wrath and contentio11." Compare, "He 
prayeth best, who loveth best"-Coleridge, The Ancient Mariner. 

2, 9: There may be an indication here that the Christian women 
did not come from the poorest classes. 

2, 10: Good works: a characteristic expression in the pastorals. 
2, 11-1': Neither here nor in any other similar New Testament 

passage is the spiritual equality of man and woman denied. 
2, 11-12: The women are not to speak and ask questions in the 

Christian meeting-places, but they are to listen to the instructions of 
th~ men (see 1Cor14, 34-3'). 

2, 13-14: The author's way of arguing from Gn 1, 26 and 3, 6 
accords well with the mentality of his day. 

2, n: Childbearinf.: this seems like an attack on the false teachers 
(see 4, 3). 

3, 1: BiJhop: literally, "overseer." In the New Testament, "bishop" 
(e/1iscopos) and "presbyter'" or elder (presbuteros) were used inter
changeably. See Acts 20, 17 n and 1 Tm 4, 14 n. 

3, 2-~: The qualities listed here resemble those necessacy for men 
who aspired to obtain secular positions. 

3, 2: Married b11t once: priestly celibacy was instituted later. Second 
marriages are not condemned. Hospitable: this quality was emphasized 
among the earlv Christians. 
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rule his own household, how is he to take care of t 
6 church of God? He must not be a new convert, lest he 

puffed up with pride and incur the condemnation passed , 
7 the devil. Besides this he must have a good reputation wi 

those who are outside, that he may not fall into disgrace ai 

into a snare of the devil. 

8 Qualities of a Deacon Deacons also must be honorah 
not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy f 

9 base gain, I but holding the mystery of faith in a pure co 
10 science. And let them first be tried, and if found without r 
11 proach let them be allowed to serve. In like manner let ti 

women be honorable, not slanderers, but reserved, faithful 
12 all things. Deacons should be men who have been married b1 

once, ruling well their children and their own household 
B And those who have fulfilled well this office will acquire 

good position and great confidence in the faith that is i 
Christ Jesus. 

111. AGAINST FALSE DOCTRINE 

14 PUlar and Mainstay of the Truth I write these things t 
u thee hoping to come to thee shortly, I but in order that tho 

mayest know, if I am delayed, how to conduct thyself in th 
house of God, which is the Church of the living God, th 

16 pillar and mainstay of the truth. And obviously great is th 
mystery of godliness: 

3, 6: Incur the condemnation , •• de11il: lest he be condemned to 
pride as Lucifer was. 

3, 7: Who are outside: Jews and pagans. Disgra&e ••• Jriare 
the last two phrases of v. 7 are synonymous. 

3, 8: Deaconn literally, "servants," and Latinized to "ministers.' 
See Acts 6, 6 n. Not double-tongued: not saying one thing while 
meaning something different, or not saying one thing to one persor, 
and a different thing to another. 

3, 9: A pure com&ience: synonym for "a pure heart" to meari 
sincerity (see 1, 5 n). 

3, 10: The manner of trial is not disclosed but whether the candi
date fulfilled most of the requirements would be a matter of public 
knowledge. Hence, professional secrecy would not seem to ~ 
violated here. 

3, 11: The women: because the author lists ecclesiastics in a 
descending scale (from 3, lff,) and because of other reasons, the 
more probable opinion is that "'the women·· refers to official deacon
esses rather than to the wives of bishop-priests (vv. 1-7 )and of 
deacons (vv. 8-10). 

3, 16: The mystery of godlirieSJ: the Gospel. Which waJ ma11i/esi 
••• in glory: this passage seems to be a fragment of a litur~i,al 
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Which was manifested in the flesh, was justified in the 
spirit, appeared to angels, was preached to Gentiles, believed 
in the world, taken up in glory •. 

1 Lying Teachers Now the Spirit expressly says that in after 
times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to de-

2 ceitful spirits and doctrines of devils, I speaking lies hypo
' critically, and having their conscience branded. They will 

forbid marriage, and will enjoin abstinence from foods, which 
God has created to be partaken of with thanksgiving by 

4 the faithful and by those who know the truth. For every 
creature of God is good, and nothing is to be rejected that is 

' accepted with thanksgiving. For it is sanctified by the word 
of God and prayer. 

6 Piety and False Asceticism By recommending these things 
to the brethren, thou wilt be a good minister of Christ Jesus, 
nourished with the words of faith and of the good doctrine to 

7 which thou hast attained. But avoid foolish fables and old 
e wives' tales and train thyself in godliness. For bodily training 

is of little pro/it, while godliness is profitable in all respects, 
since it has the promise of the present life as well as of that 

9 which is to come. This saying is true and worthy of entire 

hymn or creed. Which: in Greek, "who," i.e., Christ. W 41 ju1tified 
in the 1piri1: the phrase probably means that during his ministry 
Jesus was vindicated by miracles through the Holy Spirit, or that 
he was vindicated by the resurrection through the same SpiriL 
Appeared lo angels: probably at his ascension. Believed in the world: 
the world believed in Jesus after he "was preached to the Gentiles." 
Taken up in glory: not a reference to the ascension. The expression 
probably means that Jesus is enthroned metaphorically in heaven 
throuxh man's obedience to him. 

4, I: The Holy Spirit said either to the sacred writer or to 11. 
prophet that in the Messianic times, i.e., from the time of Christ to 
the end of the world, there will be apostates (compare Mt 24, 23ff). 

4, 2: llavi11g I heir conuience branded: the false teachers (the 
"some" of v. I) will be branded to show that they are in the service 
of the "devils." The branding of slaves and criminals on their 
foreheads provided the background for this metaphor. 

4, ~-5: A fundamentally Gnostic teaching was: matter is evil 
(vv. 4.5). Some scholars relate the two erroneous ascetic practices 
(mentioned in v. 3) to this teaching. 

4, 5: 8_y 1he word of God: a probable reference to God's creating 
word as described in Gn I, 3. 

4. H: Bodi/_y lrai11i11g: a figure taken from the world of sports 
and used by other moral teachers at that time. 
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10 acceptance; I for we work and are reviled for this reason, 
that we hope in the living God. who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of believers. 

u.12 Zeal in His Office Command and teach these things. Let 
no man despise thy youth, but be thou an example to the 
faithful in speech, in conduct, in charity, in faith, in chastity. 

B Until I come, be diligent in reading, in exhortation and in 
14 teaching. Do not neglect the grace that is in thee, granted to 

thee by reason of prophecy with the laying on of hands of the 
u presbyterate. Meditate on these things, give thyself entirely to 
16 them, that thy progress may be manifest to all. Take heed 

to thyself and to thy teaching, be earnest in them. For in 

5 

so doing thou wilt save both thyself and those who hear 
thee. 

IV. DUTIES TOWARDS THE FLOCK 

1 Difjerent Classes Do not rebuke an elderly man, but ex
hort him as you would a father, and young men as brothers, I 

2 elderly women as mothers, younger women as sisters in aJ..1 
chastity. 

3.4 Widows Honor widows who are truly widowed. But if a 
widow has children or grandchildren, let these first learn to 
provide for their own household and make some return to 

5 their parents, for this is pleasing to God. But she who is 
truly a widow, and left solitary, has set her hope on God and 

6 continues in supplications and prayers night and day. For she 
who gives herself up to pleasures is dead while she is still 

4, 12: Thy youth: it is estimated that Timothy was less than forty 
years old. Those who believe the letter to be pseudonymous explain it 
as part of the literary form that an older man write instructions to 
a yowiger subordinate. 

4, 14: Prophecy: see 1, 18 n. Presbyterate: this word usually means 
the Sanhedrin, but here it is used for the first time to mean Christian 
priests who formed the autonomous ruling body of a Christio.n 
commumty. 

4, 16: Timothy must pay close attention to his character and to the 
purity of his teaching if he wants to enjoy a successful ministry. 

5, 3: Honor: material support is implied. Truly widowed: see v. 5. 
The Christians continued the Jewish custom from Old Testament days 
to care for widows. 

5, 4: Let 1hese ... parents: the children and grandchildren of a 
widow should provide for her. 

5, 6: Dead: spiritually dead. 
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7.8 alive. And command them to be blameless. But "if anyone 
does not take care of his own, and especially of his house
hold, he has denied the faith ancl is worse than an unbeliever. 

9 Let a widow who is selected be not less than sixty years 
10 old, having been married but once, I with a reputation for 

her good works in bringing up children, in practising hospi-
tality, in washing the saints' feet, in helping those in trouble, 

II in carefully pursuing every good work. But refuse younger 
widows, for when they have wantonly turned away from 

12 Christ, they wish to marry, I and are to be condemned be
u cause they have broken their first troth. And further, being 

idle, they learn to go about from house to house, and are 
not only idle but gossipers as well and busybodies, men-

14 tioning things they ought not. I desire therefore that the 
younger widows marry, bear children, rule their households, 

n and give the adversary no occasion for abusing us. For al-
16 ready some have turned aside after Satan. If any believing 

woman has widowed relatives, let her provide for them and 
do not let the Church be burdened, in order that there may 
be enough for those who are truly widows. 

17 Presbyters Let the presbyters who rule well be held 
worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the 

18 word and in teaching. I For the Scripture says, "Thou shalt 
not muzzle the ox that treads out the grain," and, "The Ia-

'· 8: He h<M denied 1ht1 fai1h: the "faith which works through 
charity," Gal '· 6. ' 

'· 9·1': The widows who do not need the help of the Church 
(v. 4) and those who do need it ("true widows" vv. 3-8 and 16) 
ure both distinguished from a third class of widows who are official 
Church workers (vv. 9·1'). 

'· 10: Wa1hinx 1he Jainll feel: see Jn 13, 1-13. 
'· 11-12: Yo11nxer widowJ: under sixty: Por whe" • , • 1hey 111i1h 

to ma,,y: it seems that the younger widows took some kind of a 
promise or vow (for life?) not to marry again, and to perform 
tollicial good works. Yet, when the opportunity for marriage arose, 
Lht:y abandoned their promises and .11ood works. 

', 14: The younger widows should marry and thereby prevent 
criticism against the Church from non-Christians ("adversary"). The 
recommendation of vir.11inity in 1 Cor 7, 40 pertains to a different 
situation. 

5, 15: T11rned a1ide after Satan: some younger widows either had 
already remarried or had misbehaved (see v. 13). 

5, 16: Tr11/y widows: see'· 9-15 n. 
5, 17: /'reshyters.· see 3, l n. Do11b/e honor: "double pay'' or ample 

remuneration. Jr/ ord: preaching. 
5, JR: The first quotation is from Dt 25, 4; the second is either 

taken from Lk 10, 7 or comes from an oral tradition of Christ's words. 
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19 borer is worthy of his wages." Do not listen to an accusa 
tion against a presbyter unless it is supported by two o 

20 three witnesses. When they sin, rebuke them in the preseno 
21 of all, that the rest also may have fear. I charge thee befor1 

God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels that thou observ1 
22 these things impartially, in no way favoring either side. D1 

not lay hands hastily upon anyone, and do not be a partne 
23 in other men's sins. Keep thyself chaste. I Stop drinkini 

water only, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake an< 
24 thy frequent infirmities. Some men's sins are manifest ever 
2) before investigation, other men's sins only afterwards. In lik1 

manner also the good works are manifest, and those tha1 
are otherwise cannot be hidden. 

6 
1 Slaves Let slaves who are under the yoke account thci.! 

masters deserving of all honor, that the name of the Lord anc 
2 his teaching be not blasphemed. And when they have masten 

who are believers, let them not despise them because they ari 
brethren, but let them serve them all the more because thq 
who receive their services are believers and beloved. Teach and 
exhort these things. 

3 Lying Teachers If anyone teaches otherwise and does not 
agree with the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

4 and that doctrine which is according to godliness, I he is 
proud, knowing nothing, but doting about controversies and 

5, 19: Two or three witneJJeI: according to Mt 18, 16, Jesus 
adopted this Old Testament custom. 

5, 20: When they 1in: who are "they"? The elders? Sinners in 
general? 

5, 22: Lay hand1: this gesture signifies the conferral of an official 
position in the Church, beginning with the highest, the "episcopacy," 
(such as Timothy enjoys), the priesthood, the deaconate. A partner: to 
ordain an unworthy candidate is to take part, in a sense, in that 
candidate"s future wrongdoing. 

5, 23: This abrupt parenthesis is characteristically Pauline. In 
those days, therapeutic value was attributed to wine for a variety of 
ailments. 

5, 24: The defects of some candidates are obvious. 
6, 1-2: Christian slaves must respect their pagan masters and thus 

honor the Church; the slaves must not take advantage of the charity 
which their masters should show them. The same practical attitude 
toward slavery and advice to slaves are found in the epistle to 
Phi lemon. 

6, 3: Sound imtruction of our Lord fe1u1 Christ: a modern 
rendition of this phrase may be: ''the tradition of the Church." 
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disputes of words. From these arise envies, quarrels, bias
' phemies, base suspicions, I the wranglings of men corrupt 

in mind and bereft of truth, supposing godliness to be gain. 
6 And godliness with contentment is indeed great gain. 
7 For we brought nothing into the world, and certainly we 
s can take nothing out; I but having food and sufficient cloth-
9 ing. with these let us be content. But those who seek to 

become rich fall into temptation and a snare and into many 
useless and harmful desires, which plunge men into destruc-

10 tion and damnation. For covetousness is the root of all evils, 
and some in their eagerness to get rich have strayed from 
the faith and have involved themselves in many troubles. 

11 Final Plea But thou, 0 man of God, Bee these things; but 
pursue justice, godliness, faith, charity, patience, mildness. 

u Fight the good light of the faith, lay hold on the life eternal, 
to which thou hast been called, and hast made the good con

n Cession before many witnesses. I charge thee in the sight of 
God, who gives life to all things, and in the sight of Christ 
Jesus, who bore witness before Pontius Pilate to the good con-

14 Cession, that thou keep the commandment without stain, 
1' blameless until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 

coming he in his own time will make manifest, who is the 
Blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 

16 lords; I who alone has immortality and dwells in light in
accessible, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be 
honor and everlasting dominion. Amen. 

17 The Rich Charge the rich of this world not to be proud, 
or to trust in the uncertainty of riches, but in God, who pro-

18 vides all things in abundance for our enjoyment. Let them 
do good and be rich in good works, giving readily, sharing 

19 with others, I and thus providing for themselves a good foun
dation against the time to come, in order that they may lay 
hold on the true life. 

6, 7: Compare Jb 1, 21. 
6, 10: This proverb about covetousness came from secular con

mnporary sources. It may mean that there is no evil to which the 
love of money cannot lead. 

6, 12: Good fixht: a metaphor not drawn from warfare, but from 
wrestling or another sport of the arena. Corifeuion before many 
wi111eIIeI: a reference to Timothy"s baptism or ordination. 

6, 13: Pon1i111 Pi/4Je: a reference to Mt 27, ll. 
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CONCLUSION 

20 Exhortation and Greeting 0 Timothy, guard the trust and 
keep free from profane novelties in speech and the contra-

21 dictions of so-called knowledge, which some have professed 
and have fallen away from the faith. Grace be with thee. 
Amen. 



THE 
SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL 

TO TIMOTHY 

INTRODUCTION 

T11e commentators who consider Paul the author of the second 
letter to Timothy assume that the apostle journeyed to Asia Minor 
after his first imprisonment in Rome ( 2 Tm 4, 13). They further 
8.'lsume a second imprisonment in Rome, during which Paul wrote 2 
Tm. According to these commentators, the apostle asked Timothy to 
come to him ( 4, 9) from Ephesus ( 1, 18) even though the apostle's 
execution was drawing near ( 4, 6). 

On the other hand, the scholars who consider 2 Tm pseudonymous 
and who date this epistle from a period long after Paul's death do not 
feel forced to posit either one of the two imprisonments in Rome. 
The epistle's allusions to prison would be in accordance with the 
literary form of pseuckpigraphy. 

Whether the epistle is pseudonymous or not, the author presents 
himself as an example to Timothy in the light to preserve the faith 
from heresies and the Christians from moral corruption. Timothy is 
exhorted to hand down the deposit of faith to worthy successors. 
For the characteristics common to 1, 2 Tm and Ti see: The Pastoral 
Epistles, p. 6R8. 

Main divisions of the Second Epistle to Timothy are: 
I. Introduction, 1, 1-~ 
2. Pastoral Charge, 1, 6--2, 13 
3. Fidelity to His Office, 2, 14--4, 8 
4. Conclusion, 4, 9·22 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Greeting Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will ol 

God, in accordance with the promise of life in Christ Jesus 
2 I to Timothy, my beloved son: grace, mercy and peace fron~ 

God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Lord. 

~Thanksgiving and Prayer I give thanks to God, whom I 
serve as did my forefathers, with a clear conscience, that 

4 I remember thee without ceasing in my prayers night and day. 
Recalling thy tears, I long to see thee, that I may be filleJ 

5 with joy. I remember that unfeigned faith of thine, which 
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois and in thy mothe1 
Eunice, and dwells, I am certain, in thee also. 

1. PASTORAL CHARGE 

6 Paul's Example For this reason I admonish thee to stir 
up the grace of God which is in thee by the laying on of 

7 my hands. For God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of 
8 power and of love and of prudence. Do not, therefore, be 

ashamed of testimony for our Lord, nor of me, his prisoner, 
but enter into my sufferings for the gospel through the 

9 power of God. He has redeemed us and called us with 
a holy calling, not according to our works, but according 
to his own purpose and the grace which was granted to 

10 us in Christ Jesus before this world existed, I but now made 
known by the manifestation of our Savior Jesus Christ. He 
has destroyed death and brought to light life and incorruption 

11 by the gospel, I of which I have been appointed a preacher 

1, 1-2: See 1 Tm 1, 1-2 n on the greeting, and on "Paul." 
1, 1: In accordance ... Jesus: the purpose of Paul's election as an 

apostle was to preach Jesus as the fullillment of the Old Testament. 
1, 3: Clear conscience: sincerity (see I Tm 3, 9 n). 
1, 4: Tears: probably a reference to an occasion of farewell. 
~· 5: Eunice: ··a believing Jewess"' (Acts 16, 1). The inspired 

wnter does not necessanly mean that Timothy's mother and grand
mother were Christians; he may be referring to their Jewish faith. 

l_, 6: Laying on of my hands: a reference to Timothy's priestly 
ordmat1on. See 1 Tm 4, 14 n. 

1, 7: Compare Rom 8, 15. 
1, 9: Compare Ti 3, 5. 
1, 10: Incorruption: immortality. 
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12 and an apostle and a teacher of the Gentiles. That is why 
also I am suffering these things; yet I am not ashamed. For I 
know whom I have believed, and I am certain that he is able 

B to guard the trust committed to me against that day. Hold 
to the form of sound teaching which thou hast heard from 

14 me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. Guard 
the good trust through the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us. 

n Loyalty and Defections This thou knowest that all in the 
province of Asia have turned away from me, among them, 

16 Pliigelus and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to the 
house of Onesiphorus, because he often comforted me 

17 and was not ashamed of my chains; I but when he came to 
18 Rome, he sought me out diligently and found me. May the 

Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day. 
And thou knowest very well the many services he rendered 
me at Ephesus. 

2 
1 Devotion lo His Office Therefore, my child, be strength-
2 ened in the grace which is in Christ Jesus; I and the things 

that thou hast heard from me through many witnesses, com
mend to trustworthy men who shall be competent in turn 

3 to teach others. Conduct thyself in work as a good soldier 
4 of Christ Jesus. No one serving as God's soldier entangles 

himself in worldly affairs, that he may please him whose 
' approval he has secured. And again, one. who enters a con

test is not crowned unless he has competed according to the 
6 rules. The farmer who toils must be the first to partake 
7 of the fruits. Take in what I tell thee, for the Lord will 

give thee understanding in all things. 

1. 12: Thal day: of the second coming of Ouist (see v. 18). 
I, I~: The author refers perhaps to an unknown occasion when all 

his friends abandoned him or his doctrine or both. Phi11.ell11 and 
Hamoxene.r: otherwise unknown in the New Testament It is difficult 
to know the nature of their offense. 

I, 16: Onesi/Jhorus: except here and in 4, 19, he is not mentioned 
els<"Where in the New Testament. 

I, IH: On lhaJ day: see 1, 12 n. From the author's manner of 
speaking it seems that Onesiphorus was dead. . 

2, 2: Throu11.h many wilneJJes: the writer alludes perhaps to his 
prea<hing of the Gospel to Timothy "in the presence of" (instead of 
"through") many bystanders. 

2, 4: Enlan?,les ... urured: in Greek, "involves himself in affairs 
of everyday life, since he aims to satisfy the one who enlisted him." 
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e The Thought of Christ Remember that Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead and was descended from David; this is my 

9 gospel, I in which I suffer even to bonds, as a criminal. But 
10 the word of God is not bound. This is why I bear all things 

for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 
11 salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with heavenly glory. This 

saying is true: If we have died with him, we shall also live 
12 with him; j if we endure, we shall also reign with him; if we 
B disown him, he also will disown us; if we are faithless, 

he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself. 

II. FIDELITY TO HIS OFFICE 

14 False Teachers Recall these things to their minds, charg· 
ing them in the sight of the Lord not to dispute with words, 

1' for that is useless, leading to the ruin of the listeners. Use 
all care to present thyself to God as a man approved, 
a worker that cannot be ashamed., rightly handling the 

16 word of truth. But avoid profane and empty babblings, 
17 for they contribute much to ungodliness, j and their speech 

spreads like a cancer. Of this sort are Hymeneus and Phil-
18 etus, j who have erred from the truth in saying that the 

resurrection has taken place already; and they are destroying 
the faith of some. 

19 The Faithful Servant But the sure foundation of God 
stands firm, bearing this seal: "The Lord knows who are 
his"; and, "Let everyone depart from iniquity who names the 
name of the Lord." 

2, 10: The elect: the "saints" or the faithful. 
2, 11-13: ThiJ 1ayinf!. i1 true: these verses comprise a fragment of 

a hymn or creed that does not fit well in this context. 
2, 11: See Rom 6, 4-S n. 
2, 13: For he cannot di1oum him1elf: Jesus would deny his divine 

nature if he became faithless. 
2, 17: Cancer: the pastorals abound with medical metaphors. 

H;meneu1 and Philetu1: see 1 Tm 1, 20 n; Philetus is otherwise 
unknown. These two men apparently tried to drag other Christiarui 
into apostasy. 

2, 18: The re1urrection ha.r taken place already: these false teachen 
probably denied the resurrection of the body at the end of the world 
and believed in only a spiritual resurrection from sin at baptism. Some 
scholars attempt to connect this heresy with the teaching of Gnosticism 
on the evil of matter. 

2, 19: Fou11datio11: probably means the Church. The first quotation 
is from Nm 16, S; the second is either a loose quotation from Nm 16, 
26, or it is a combination of other Old Testament texts. 
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20 But in a great house there are vessels not only of gold 
and silver, but also of wood and clay; and some are for 

21 honorable uses, but some for ignoble. If anyone, therefore, 
has cleansed himself from these, he will be a vessel for 
honorable use, sanctified and useful to the Lord, ready for 

22 every good work. But flee the cravings of youth and 
pursue justice, faith, charity and peace with those who call 

23 on the Lord from a pure heart. Avoid also foolish and 
ignorant controversies, knowing that they breed quarrels. 

24 But the servant of the Lord must not quarrel, but be gentle 
2l towards all, ready to teach, patient, I gently admonishing 

those who resist, in case God should give them repentance 
26 to know the truth, I and they recover themselves from the 

snare of the devil, to whose will they are held captive. 

3 
I Against New Teachers But know this, that in the last 
2 days dangerous times will come. Men will be lovers of 

self, covetous, haughty, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
3 parents, ungrateful, criminal, I heartless, faithless, slanderers, 
4 incontinent, merciless, unkind, I treacherous, stubborn, puffed 
' up with pride, loving pleasure more than God; I having 

a semblance indeed of piety, but disowning its power. 
6 Avoid these. I For of such are they who make their way 

into houses and captivate silly women who are sin-laden 

It is probable that the story of Core and his adherents in Nm 16 is 
the key to v. 19. Core, Dathan, and Abiram who opposed Moses 
were separated from the faithful followers and engulfed into the pit. 
The implied application is that Hymeneus and Philetus and their 
supporters do not belong to God's Church, and the faithful are 
therefore to depart from their company as from "iniquity." 

2, 20-21: A perfect Christian is one who does whatever God deter
mines to be the most appropriate. 

2, 20: A3 in any house, so in the Church, some utensils are 
precious (the faithful) and some are cheap (Hymeneus and Philetus?). 

2, 21: Although there are the good and the wicked in the Church, 
the good must separate themselves from the wicked to be useful 
Christians to the Church. 

2, 22: A pura hearl: see 1 Tm 3, 9 n. 
3, 1: In 1he Jas1 days: the time immediately preceding the final 

end. Compare 1 Tm 4, 1 n. 
3, 2.,, See Rom 1, 28-31 non this list of vices . 

. ~·. 6: Just as the C~ristian preachers m~de many women converts by 
visiting ftomes, for oriental women renamed home most of the time, 
so the false teachers followed the same practice (see 1 Tm 2, 11-12 n). 
II" omen: the author speaks of women who, because of their past 
sinful lives, feel the need of religion. Yet, since they are not serious 
about it, they are an easy prey to the false teachers. 
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7 and led away by various lusts: I ever learning yet never at
e taining knowledge of the truth. Just as Jamnes and Mam

bres resisted Moses, so these men also resist the truth; 
for they are corrupt in mind, reprobate as regards the 

9 faith. But they will make no further progress, for their 
folly will be obvious to all, as was that of those others. 

10 Paul's Example and Doctrine But thou hast closely fol
lowed my doctrine, my conduct, my purpose, my faith, my 

11 long-suffering, my love, my patience, I my persecutions, my 
affiictions; such as befell me at Antioch, Iconium and Lystra 
-such persecutions as I suffered, and out of them all the 

12 Lord delivered me. And all who want to live piously in 
13 Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But the wicked and 

impostors will go from bad to worse, erring and leading 
14 into error. But do thou continue in the things that thou 

hast learned and that have been entrusted to thee, knowing 
l' of whom thou hast learned them. For from thy infancy 

thou hast known the Sacred Writings, which are able to 
instruct thee unto salvation by the faith which is in Christ 

16 Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and useful for 
teaching, for reproving, for correcting, for instructing in 

17 justice; I that the man of God may be perfect, equipped for 
every good work. 

4 
1 Preach Sound Doctrine I charge thee, in the sight of GoJ 

and Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the deaJ 
2 by his coming and by his kingdom, I preach the word, be 

3, 8: Jamnes and Mambres: the Christians knew these names 
because, long after Moses, Jewish tradition conferred them on th<' 
magicians who opposed the prophet (see Ex 7, 11). 

3, 9: Those others: there may be an allusion to apocryphal works 
that narrate the folly of Jamnes and Mambres in their defiance of 
Moses. 

3, 11: See Acts 13-14. 
3, 14: Of whom: a reference to Paul. 
3, 15: Infancy: see 1, 5 n. Sacred Writinv: a common phrase for 

the Old Testament. 
3, 16: All Scripture is inspired by God and: another acceptable 

Greek reading is: "Every Scripture inspired by God is also . . . ''. 
Hence, the meaning is: "'every biblical passage" which at the time of 
composition of 2 Tm includes all the recognized, inspired New 
Testament writings besides the Old Testament. Y. 16 is a classic text 
to show the inspiration of much of the Bible. 

4, 1: The livinf!. and the dead: see 1 Pt 5, 4. "'The living" refer 
to those still living when Christ comes the second and final time. 



II TIMOTHY 4 709 

urgent in season, out of season; reprove, entreat, rebuke with 
' all patience and teaching. For there ~ill come a ~ime. when 

they will not endure the sound doctrine; but ha~ing 1tchin.g 
ears, will heap up to themselves teachers according to thetr 

4 own lusts, I and they will turn away their hearing from the 
' truth and turn aside rather to fables. But do thou be watch

ful in all things, bear with tribulation patiently, work as 
a preacher of the gospel, fulfill thy ministry. 

6 Reward As for me, I am already being poured out in 
7 sacrifice, and the time of my deliverance is at hand. I have 

fought the good light, I have finished the course, I have kept 
e the faith. For the rest, there is laid up for me a crown of jus

tice, which the Lord, the just Judge, will give to me in 
that day; yet not to me only, but also to those who love 
his coming. 

CONCLUSION 

9 Paul's Loneliness Make haste to come to me shortly; for 
Demas has deserted me, loving this world, and has gone 

10 to Thessalonica, I Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 
11 I Luke only is with me. Take Mark and bring him with 
12 thee, for he is useful to me for the ministry. But Tychicus 

4, 3: When 1hey will no/ endure: when the people will not endure. 
Sou11d doe1rine: of Christ. Havinf, i1chinf, ears ... lulls: the people 
will have a yearning for fanciful things and, therefore, they will listen 
to teachers who tell them what they want to hea.1. 

4, 4: Fables: see I Tm 1, 4 n. 
4, 6: Poured oul: by the metaphor of dsink-offering the author 

speaks of his imminent death. 
4, 7: Good fixh1: the writer does not flatter himself, he emphasizes 

that in his ministJ the fight to preserve the faith was good. See 1 Tm 
6, 12 n. Finishe lhe wurse: the ministry is compared to a long
distance obstacle race. I have kepi 1he fai1h: by obeying and transmit
ting it. Some scholars venture this translation: "I have kept the 
plc<lge," which would refer to an athlete's promise to adhere to the 
rules of the game. 

4, 8: Por 1he res/: or, "henceforth."" Crown of iuslice: not so much 
a reward . consistinl' o.f justice or righ~eousness, but a reward given 
in rerngrn twn of Justice. An all us1on 1s here made to the ceremony 
of crowning the winners, but since a crown symbolized immortality in 
the Greco-Roman world, the inspired author may mean the crown of 
eternal life. 

4, 9: Demas has deserled me: Demas is mentioned also in Col 4, 14. 
4, 10: Creuens: otherwise unknown. Dalmatia: not mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. Dalmatia lies on the eastern shore 
of the Adriatic Sea. 

4, 12: Tychicus .•. Ephesus: see Eph 6. 21. 
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13 I have sent to Ephesus. When thou comest, bring with 
thee the cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus and the 

14 books, especially the parchments. Alexander, the copper
smith, has done me much harm; the Lord will render to 

is him according to his deeds. Do thou also avoid him for 
he has vehemently opposed our words. 

16 His Trial At my first defense no one came to my sup
port, but all forsook me; may it not be laid to their charge. 

17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, that through 
me the preaching of the gospel might be completed, and 
that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered from 

le the lion's mouth. The Lord will deliver me from every 
work of evil, and will preserve me for his heavenly king
dom; to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

19 Greetings Greet Prisca and Aquila and the household 
20 of Onesiphorus. Erastus stayed at Corinth, but Trophimus 
21 I left sick at Miletus. I Hasten to come before winter. Eubulus, 

Pudens, Linus and Claudia and all the brethren greet thee. 
22 I The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with 

you. Amen. 

4, 13: Cloak: the Greek word may also mean a satchel for the 
books. Troas: an important port in Mysia, on the east coast of the 
Aegean Sea. Carpus: otherwise unknown. Books: inexpensive papyri. 
Parchments: expensive writing material. The written contents of these 
parchments and of the papyri never cease to tantalize the scholars. 
Yet, the parchments may have been blank but the inspired writer may 
have wanted them because they were expensive. 

4, 16: The writer alludes to Paul's trial or preliminary hearing in 
Rome. None of the Christians in Rome defended Paul. 

4, 17: All the Gentiles: a probable reference to Paul's seizing the 
opportunity to preach the Gospel at the Roman court trial. The lion's 
mouth: probably means a release or a delay of court proceedings. 

4, 19: Pris&a and Aquila: see Acts 18, 2 n. Onesiphorus: see 1, 
16 n. 

4, 20: Erastus: the identity of the three persons who bear this 
name is disputed. In Acts 19, 22, one Erastus is mentioned with 
Timothy; and Erastus, treasurer of Corinth, is mentioned in Rom 16, 
23. Trophimus ... Miletus: as usual in the pastorals, it is too 
difficult to fit this event into the life of Paul as known from Acts and 
the epistles. According to Acts 20, 15, Paul and Trophimus were 
together in Miletus but Trophimus did not fall ill and remain behind. 

4, 21: All four common proper names are not mentioned else
where in the New Testament. Eubulus: unknown even in legends. 
Pudens: legend calls him a Roman senator who was converted by 
Peter. Linus: not all accept as historical that this is the same Linus 
who became the first successor to Peter in Rome. Claudia: legend calls 
her the mother of Linus. 



THE EPISTLE OF 
ST. PAUL TO TITUS 

INTRODUCTION 

The New Testament offers only shreds of information on the 
life of Titus. Oddly enough, he is not even mentioned in Acts. 

Titus was a Gentile Christian from Antioch. He accompanied Paul 
an<l Barnabas to the Council of Jerusalem (Gal 2, J. 5). It was 
Titus who took Paul's ""tearful epistle"" from Ephesus to Corinth 
( 2 Cor 2, 13). He also <le livered the apostle's second canonical 
epistle to trn: Corinthians from Macedonia ( 2 Car 8, 6). 

The scholar< who hold that Paul is the author of the epistle to 
Titus cannot place it in any period of the apostle's life. According 
to Ti I, 5, Paul and Titus had worked together in Crete for some 
time, yet nowhere else is there any mention of a visit of the apostle 
to Crete. Acts 27, 7f tell only of his stop-over at the island on his 
way to imprisonment in Rome ( 60 A.D.). It is unlikely that Paul 
worked with Titus in Crete before this <late. Hence, it is assumed 
that the apostle returned to Crete after his Roman imprisonment. 
Shortly after his departure from the island, it is further asswned, he 
wrote to Titus from Macedonia. 

Those who favor the theory that the epistle was written by a 
pseudonymous author do not trouble to lit this letter into a period 
of Paul's life. They <late it from a time long after his death. 

If the scriptures offer but scant information on Titus, they are 
not more eloquent about the island of Crete. Jews had begun to 
settle there about 200 B.C. The city of Gortyna is mentioned in 1 
Mc 15, 21. The Cretans were nil well-known for their expert archery 
( 1 Mc 10, 67), and they were also well known,for their mendacity 
(see Ti I, 12 n). A prime example was the Cretans' boast of having 
the tomb of Zeus on the island. (Ry "Zeus" they actually meant 
a go<l of vegetation who was worshiped prior lo the Greek era.) Crete 
was joined to Cyrenaica (North Africa) in 67 B.C. as a Roman 
province. 

For the characteristics common to 1, 2 Tm and Ti see The Pas
toral Epistles, p. 6RB. 

Main divisions of the Epistle to Titus a.re: 
I. Introduction, I, 1·4. 
2. Pastoral Charge, 1, 5-16 
3. Char,l(e to Teach the Christian Life, 2, 1-3, 11 
4. Conclusion, 3, 12-U 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Greeting Paul, a servant of God and apostle of Jesus 

Christ, in accordance with the faith of God's elect and the 
full knowledge of the truth which is according to piety, 

2 I in the hope of life everlasting which God, who does not 
3 lie, promised before the ages began-I he has in due times 

manifested his word through the preaching committed to 
4 my trust by the command of God our Savior-to Titus, 

my beloved son in the common faith: grace and peace from 
God the Father, and from Christ Jesus our Savior. 

I. PASTORAL CHARGE 

5 Titus' Mission Foe this reason I left thee in Crete, that 
thou shouldst set right anything that is defective and shouldst 
appoint presbyters in every city, as I myself directed thee to 

6 do. They must be blameless, married but once, having 
believing children who are not accused of impurity or dis-

7 obedience. For a bishop must be blameless as being the 
steward of God, not proud, or ill-tempered, or a drinker, or 

8 a brawler, or greedy for base gain; I but hospitable, gentle, 
9 reserved, just, holy, continent; I holding fast the faithful 

word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may 

1, 1-4: See 1 Tm 1, 1-2 n on the greeting and on '"Paul." The 
greeting to Titus is surprisingly more solemn and complex than that to 
Timothy (1, 2 Tm). 

1, 1: Servant of God: the title is un-Pauline, but it may be a 
variation of the more common Pauline phrase '"Servant of Christ Jesus." 

1, 5-9: On the interchangeable usage of presbyter (v. 5) an<l 
bishop ( v. 7) see Acts 20, 1 7 n. 

1, 5: Only this verse tells clearly that Paul empowered Titus to 
organize the Church in Crete. Appoint pre1byter1 in every city: Titus 
seems to have ordained priests in each community, but the college 
of priests and not Titus ruled the community. 

1, 6: Married but once: see 1 Tm 3, 2 n. 
1, 7: The Jteward of God: the pastoral epistles often speak of the 

Church as God's house. Greedy: seeking profit from religious 
services. 

1, 9: HoJdinJ?. faJI ..• the teachinJ?.: Titus must be entirely 
committed to, and convinced of, the true doctrine ('"faithful word"). 
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be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to confute 
opponents. 

10 S(1ecial Needs in Crete For there are also many disobe
dient, vain babblers and deceivers, especially those of the 

11 circumcision. These must be rebuked, for they upset whole 
households, teaching things that they ought not, for the sake 

12 of base gain. One of themselves, a prophet of their own, 
said, "Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons."" 

13 I This statement is true. Hence rebuke them sharply that 
14 they may be sound in faith, I and may not listen to Jewish 

fables and the commandments of men who turn away 
n from the truth. For the clean all things are clean, hut 

for the defiled and unbelieving nothing is clean; for both 
16 their mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess 

to know God, but by their works they disown him, being 
abominable and unbelieving and worthless for any good 
work. 

1, 10: Thou of the circumci1ion: converts from Judaism. This is the 
first time in the pastorals that the false teachers are clearly referred to 
as non-converted Jews or Christians of Jewish extraction. 

1, 11: TeachinJ!. thinv that they ouJ!.hl not: see v. 14. 
1, 12: One of 1hemulve1: a Cretan, and therefore a fellow citizen 

of thejewish converts (see 1, 10 n). A prophet: not in the sense of 
an 01 Testament prophet but in tlie derogatory sense of a Caiphas 
(Jn 11, 51). "Cretam ... J!./u11on1": the quotation is from the second 
verse of the poem on Minos by Epimenides of Cnossos in Crete 
(6th-5th century B.C.). The first part of the verse was quoted by 
Callimachus of Cyrene (3rd century B.C.) in bis Hymn 10 ZeuJ. 
Since this quote was current at his time, it cannot be employed to show 
that the insrired author had a classical training. Implicitly, he says 
that the quotation applies to lhe Jewish converts. (See Acts 17, 28 n.) 

1, 13: Titus is exhorted to make the Cretans cease from listening 
to the Jewish converts who have become false teachers. 

I, 14: /eu,i1h /ableJ: see 1 Tm 1, 4 n. CommandmentJ of men: 
probably a reference to the ascetic practices of the false teachers. 

1, 15: For the clean (or pure) all thinJ!.J are clean: for those who 
ore morally pure because of interior faith, all things necessary for 
nourishment are dean since there is no longer the Old Testament 
distinction between clean and unclean food and drink. But for the 
defiled ... nothing is clean: what the author just finished saying 
positively, he now states negatively, namely: for those who are 
morally defiled through loss of faith, and for the unbelievers, their 
whole way of living is wrong since their mind and conscience have 
become defiled by erroneous doctrines. 

In modern usage, 00 to the pure all things are pure" means that a 
morally pure person need not fear contamination from anything 
impure. How different this half truth is from the inspired writer's 
meaning! 
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2 

TITUS 2 

11. CHARGE TO TEACH THE 

CHRISTIAN LIFE 

1 Diflerent Classes But do thou speak what befits the sound 
2 doctrine: I that elderly men be reserved, honorable, prudent, 
3 sound in faith, in love, in patience; I that elderly women, 

in like manner, be marked by holiness of behavior, not 
slanderers, nor enslaved to much wine; teaching what is 

4 right, I that they may train the younger women to be wise, 
' to love their husbands and their children, I to be discreet, 

chaste, domestic, gentle, obedient to their husbands, so 
6 that the word of God be not reviled. Exhort the younger 
7 men, in like manner, to be self-controlled. Show thyself 

in all things an example of good works, in teaching, in 
8 integrity and dignity; I let thy speech be sound and blame

less, so that anyone opposing may be put to shame, having 
9 nothing bad to say of us. Exhort slaves to obey their mas· 

ters, pleasing them in all things and not opposing them; 
10 I not pilfering, but showing faithfulness in all things, so as 

to adorn in all things the teaching of God our Savior. 

11 Changed Life Foe the grace of God our Savior bas ap-
12 peared to all men, I instructing us, in order that, rejecting 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we may live temperately anJ 
13 justly and piously in this world; I looking for the blesseJ 

hope and glorious coming of our great God and Savior, 

2, 1-10: Speak whaJ befits the sou11d doctri11e: in these verses, 
Titus is charged to teach Christian conduct to the elderly men and 
women, to the younger men and women, and to the slaves. 

2, 2: All these qualities are typical of the pastorals. 
2, 5: Domestic: or, according to another Greek reading, "stayer 

at home." Obedie11t: another translation may be "submissive." See 
1 Tm 2, 11-12 n. Reviled: "so that the word of God" (the Gospel) 
be not discredited. 
. 2, ?-8: I_n ~ea.hi11g • . • blameless: in Greek, "in teaching show 
mtegnty, d1gruty, and sound speech that will be irreproachable." 

2, 9-10: Perhaps the underlying thought was this: by showing 
disobedience to their masters, the Christian slaves might ,!live the 
Romans the wrong impression that Christianity was a social revolution 
bent on disturbing the peace in the empire. 

2, 11-15: The foundation for the Christian way of life (vv. 1-10) 
is that God became man and instructed us. 
. 2,. 13: The early Christians thought that the second coming was 
urun..ment. See 1 Thes 1, 10 n. 
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14 Jesus Christ, I who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and cleanse for himself an 

" acceptable people, pursuing good works. Thus speak. and 
exhort, and rebuke, with all authority. Let no one despise thee. 

3 
I Admonish them to be subject to princes and authorities, 
2 obeying commands, ready for every good work, I speak

ing evil of none, not quarrelsome but moderate, show
~ ing all mildness to all men. For we ourselves also were 

once unwise, unbelieving, going astray, slaves to various 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and 

4 hating one another. But when the goodness and kindness 
' of God our Savior appeared, I then not by reason of good 

works that we did ourselves, but according to his mercy, 
he saved us through the bath of regeneration and renewal 

6 by the Holy Spirit; I whom he has abundantly poured out 
7 upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior, I in order that, 

justified by his grace, we may be heirs in the hope of 
life everlasting. 

s Good Works and Truth This saying is true, and con· 
cerning these things I desire thee to insist, that they who 
believe in God may be careful to excel in good works. These 

9 things are good and useful to men. But avoid foolish con
troversies and genealogies and quarrels and disputes about 

10 the Law; for they are useless and futile., A factious man 
11 avoid after a first and a second admonition, I knowing 

that such a one is perverted and sins, being self-condemned. 

CONaUSION 

12 Closing Messages When I send Artemas or Tychicus to 
thee, make every effort to come to me at Nicopolis; for there 

3, 3: See Rom 1, 28·31 non the lists of heathen vices. 
3, ': The ba1h of ref.eneraJion: baptism. See Mt 19, 28 n. 
3, 9: See 1 Tm 1, 4 n. 
3, 12: Artemas: otherwise not mentioned in the New TestamenL 

'Tradition" makes him one of the seventy-two disciples lllld the first 
hishop of Lystra (in present-day Turkey). Tye hi< us: his name is found 
in four places in the New Testament. See Acts 20b 4. Nicopo/is: this 
Adriatic seaport city was made a Roman colony y Augustus in 31 
B.C. to commemorate his victory over Antony and Cleopatra at 
Actium. Before the battle, the army of Augustus camped at Nicopolis. 
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H I have decided to spend the winter. Help Zenas the lawyer 
and Apollos on their way, taking care that nothing be 

14 wanting to them. And let our people also learn to exct>l 
in good works, in order to meet cases of necessity, that 
they may not be unfruitful. 

n Greeting All my companions greet thee. Greet those who 
love us in the faith. The grace of God be with you all. 
Amen. 

3, 13: ZenaJ the lawyer: otherwise unknown. It is more probable 
that he was a lawyer of secular law rather than of the Mosaic Law. 
Apo I/OJ: he may be the eloquent speaker mentioned several times 
(e.g., Acts 18, 24). 



THE EPISTLE OF 

ST. PAUL TO PHILEMON 

INTRODUCTION 

While Paul was imprisoned for the first time in Rome (see The 
Captivity Epistles, p. 634) he wrote this epistle to Philemon of Colossae. 
In 11 he pleads with the wealthy convert to be kind to his runaway 
slave, Onesimus, and to take him back. On the occasion of sending his 
messenger, Tychicus, with a letter to the Colossians the apostle sent 
On.,,imus along as a traveling companion (Col 4, 7-9). 

Very few scholars have denied Paul's authorship of the epistle to 
Phi lemon. 

One valuable asset of this epistle is the insight it affords into 
Paul's kindness and his amiable way of obtaining a favor from a rich 
friend. Of the greatest value is, perhaps, the view that this letter 
opens into the early Church's basic attitude toward slavery. Slavery 
is not condemned as immoral by Paul and the early Christians, nor 
by any New Testament writer. The time was not yet ripe for a 
proclamation of freedom. An open clash with the Roman government 
over its generally accepted customs would have done the early 
Church more harm than good. The problem of slavery was at that time 
not a live, social issue (see Gal 3, 28 n). To make the best of the 
ancient and widespread system of slavery, Paul exhorts the slaves to 
hear their lot out of a supernatural motive (see Eph 6, 5-8). The 
apostle implores masters and slaves to live according to charity, not 
only according to justice. As a result of living Christ's royal law of 
love (Phlm v. 9) the social problem of slavery would gradually be 
rectified. 

The Epistle to Philemon is often compared with the letter of Pliny 
the Younger in which he asks Sabinianus, a wealthy pagan friend, 
to take back a slave. 
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1 Address and Greeting Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and 
our brother Timothy, to Philemon, our beloved and fellow-

2 worker, I and to Appia, the sister and to Archippus, our 
3 fellow-soldier, and to the church that is in thy house: I grace 

be to you and peace from God our Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 Philemon's Faith and Charity give thanks to my God, 
' always making remembrance of thee in my prayers, I as 1 

hear of thy charity and of the faith that thou hast in our 
6 Lord Jesus and towards all the saints. May the sharing of 

thy faith be made evident in full knowledge of all th1: 
7 good that is in you, in Christ Jesus. For I had great joy 

and consolation in thy charity, because through thee, brother, 
the hearts of the saints have found rest. 

B Plea for Onesimus For this reason, though I am very con
fident that I might charge thee in Christ Jesus to do what 

9 is fitting, I yet for the sake of charity I prefer to plead, since 
thou art such as thou art; as Paul, an old man-and 

10 now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ- I I plead with thee for 
my own son, whom I have begotten in prison, for Onesimus. 

11 He once was useless to thee, but now is useful both to me 
12 and to thee. I am sending him back to thee, and do thou wel-

1, 1-2: A pri1011er of feJus Christ: Paul alludes to his imprison
ment, perhaps to make Philemon realize that the favor about to he 
requested is trilling compared with being imprisoned. Timothy: see 
Acts 16, llf on Timothy's life. Fellow-worker: to a<ldress Philemon 
thus is justified by his charity toward the Christians, but nothing is 
known about a collaboration between him and Paul ( v. 5). Appia ... 
Archippus: The common surmise, dating from the first centuries, that 
Appia is Philemon's wife and Archippus their son lacks evidence. 
Fellow-soldier: in Christ"s army. The church: the faithful. 

1, 6: The variety of translations of this verse is due to its obscure 
textual reading and implied meaning. 

1, 8-9: Although Paul feels that as an apostle he could demand 
Philemon's obeisance, he prefers to plead with him. An old man: 
Paul was probably in his sixties. Some textual critics conjecture that 
this should read ambassador, not old man. 

1, 10: Whom I have befiotlen in prison: while in prison, Paul 
converted Onesimus. 

1, 11: A play on words by Paul, for Onesimus means useful in 
Greek. 

1, 12: Paul does not tsy to excuse the flight of Onesimus from his 
master. 

The best hypothesis on how the escaped slave met Paul in Rome is 
this: Onesimus must have frequently heard his master, Philemon, 
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n come him as though he were my very heart. I had wanted 
to keep him here with me that in thy stead he might wait 

14 on me in my imprisonment for the gospel; I but I djd not 
want to do anything without thy counsel, in order that thy 
kindness might not be as it were of necessity, but voluntary. 

n Perhaps, indeed, he departed from thee for a short 
16 while so that thou mightest receive him forever, I no 

longer as a slave, but instead of a slave as a brother most 
dear, especially to me, and how much more to thee, both 

17 in the flesh and in the Lord! If, therefore, thou dost count 
IH me as a partner, welcome him as thou wouldst me. And 

if he did thee any injury or owes thee anything, charge 
19 it to me. I I, Paul, write it with my own hand: I will repay 

it-not to say to thee that thou owest me thy very self. 
20 I Yes, indeed, brother! May I, too, make use of thee ID the 

Lordi Console my heart ID the Lordi 

21 Hopes, Greetings, Blessings Trusting in thy compliance I 
am writing to thee, knowing that thou wilt do even beyond 

22 what I say. At the same time make ready a lodging for me 
too, for I hope that through your prayers I shall be restored 

2l to you. Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner jn Christ Jesus, 
24 I Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow-workers, 
n send thee greetings. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with your spirit. Amen. 

speak about Paul. So, after the slave arrived in the metropolis, he 
searched for the apostle and finally found him in prison. It is better 
not to try linking the meetings between Paul and Onesimus in prison 
with the latter's arrest and imprisonment as an escaped slave because, 
as a rule, whenever escaped slaves got caught they were not sent to 
prison but immediately returned to their masters. 

1, 1'-16: Paul suAAests that the escape of Onesimus, since it led 
to the slave's conversion, may have been providential. 

1, 16: How mu'h more lo thee ... in the Lord: the conversion 
of Onesimus should be a joy to Philemon because through it both 
have become related, not only as master and slave ("in the Besh") 
but as fellow Christians ("in the Lord"). 

1, 18: In addition to the wrong done by his escape, Onesimus may 
have stolen money for his trip. 

1, 19: Since Paul converted him, Philemon is indebted to the 
apostle. 

1, 20: Make uu: a humorous allusion to his pun (see 1, 11 n). 
I, 21: Er'en beyond what I 1ay: Paul may be making a veiled 

appeal to Philemon to free his slave. 
1, 23-24: For the five names. see Col 4. 10-14. 



THE EPISTLE 
TO THE 

OF ST. PAUL 
HEBREWS 

INTRODUCTION 

The prevailing opinion among modem scholars is that Paul di 
not write this epistle, not even indirectly by giving some ideas to 
disciple-secretary. (The title "to the Hebrews" is not in the origin.ii 
it comes from the end of the second century.) The author had coir 
mand of a masterly rhetorical style and was thoroughly familiar wit 
the Greek Bible (the Septuagint). His writing bears the hallmark " 
a knowledge about Christianity that a Jew would have who was ed1 
cated in Hellenistic circles outside of Palestine. According to th 
best conjecture, the author is Apollos, the eloquent, cultured Jew fror 
Alexandria (Acts 18, 24f). 

The opinions concerning the date of the writing are inlluenceJ b 
the position held on authenticity. The commentators who want ti 
retain some link with Paul would tend to date the epistle from 64 ti 
67; those who discount Paul altogether, tend to date it from th 
late seventies to about 90 A.D. (In 95 A.D., this letter was used i1 
the first epistle of St. Clement.) 

The inspired author takes up his quill in Rome or some place i1 
Italy ( 13, 24) to encourage his readers who were in the throes n 
some kind of persecution and danger to their faith. There are abou 
six passages of warnings against apostasy. Even though the identity o 
the readers is still an open question, the present trend favors the viev 
that they were Christians converted from Judaism. This view is ha"" 
on the strong Jewish contents of the letter. These Jewish Christi.111 
were living in one or several communities (13, 23) in Jerusalem 
Palestine, or outside of Palestine. 

On the literary form of the Epistle to the Hebrews there is a variet: 
of opinions. The homiletic form is favored by many. Regardless o 
the opinion, the doctrine remains unaffected. It pivots on the priest 
hood of Christ who is the superior mediator of a new covenant arn 
sacrifice. 

Main divisions of the Epistle to the Hebrews are: 

Superiority of the New over the Old DiJpensatiorz 
1. A Superior Mediator, 1, 1-4, 13 
2. A Superior High Priest, 4, 14-7, 28 
3. A Superior Covenant, 8, 1-13 
4. A Superior Sacrifice, 9, 1-10, 18 

ExhortationJ 
5. To Perseverance in Faith, 10, 19--11, 40 
6. Other Virtues, 12, 1-13, 17 
7. Conclusion, 13, 18-25 
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I. SUPERIORITY OF THE NEW 

DISPENSATION OVER THE OLD 

I. A SUPERIOR MEDIATOR 

Christ Superior to the Angels God, who at sundry times 
and in divers manners spoke in times past to the fathers 

2 by the prophets, I last of all in these days has spoken to us 
by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, by whom 

3 also he made the world; I who, being the brightness of 
his glory and the image of his substance, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, has effected man's purgation 
from sin and taken his seat at the right hand of the Majesty 

4 on high, I having become so much superior to the angels 
) as he has inherited a more excellent name than they. For to 

which of the angels has he ever said, "Thou art my son, I 
this day have begotten thee"? and again, "I will be to him 
a father, and he shall be to me a son"? 

6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, 
he says, "And let all the angels of God adore him." 

7 And of the angels indeed he says, "He makes his angels 
spirits, and his ministers a Jlame of lire." 

1, 1: Al sundry limes: the Greek means "fragmentarily." The 
fa1hers: Jewish ancestors. 

1, 2: In these days: in Messianic times. By hi11Son: literally, "in 
a son." By whom also he made the world: see Jn 1, 3 n. 

1, 3: Compare Col 1, 15. The brixhiness of his xlory: a splen
didly apt expression. Upholdinr,: see Col I, 17 on Jesus as the con
servator of creation. Purxo1ion from sin: through the redemption. 

I, 4: Nome: nature. 
I, 5-14: The superiority of Christ over the angels (v. 4) is shown 

through a rereading of scripture in the light of Christ and in the 
light of events that happened in New Testament times. 

I, 5: What was originally said of a Hebrew king (see Ps 2, 7 n) 
and to Solomon (see 2 Sm 7, 14) is here said of Christ. Thus the 
inspired author expresses his faith in Christ's divinity. 

I, 6: The firstborn: although many scholars interpret this as a 
reference to Christ's birth or second coming, "firstborn" may refer to 
Christ's enthronement among the angels (Ps 96, 7) in heaven (in 
Greek, "world" means "the inhabited earth" which may mean 
heaven). 

1, 7: To show that Christ is superior to the angels, the author 
quotes Ps I 03, 4 according to the Greek text wherein angels are 
spoken of. (The Hebrew text does not speak of angels.) The inspired 
writer stresses Christ's superiority by implying that God can change 
angels into winds ("spirits") and lightning ("a /lame of lire"). 
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8 But of the Son, "Thy throne, 0 God, is forever and ever 
and a sceptre of equity is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 

9 Thou hast loved justice and hated iniquity; therefore God 
thy God, has anointed thee with the oil of gladness abov< 
thy fellows." 

10 And, "Thou in the beginning, 0 Lord, didst found tht 
11 earth, and the heavens are works of thy hands. I They shall 

perish, but thou shalt continue; and they shall all grow old 
12 as does a garment, I and as a vesture shalt thou changL 

them, and they shall be changed. But thou art the same, 
and thy years shall not fail." 

13 Now to which of the angels has he ever said, "Sit at my 
right hand, until I make thy enemies the footstool of thy 
feet"? 

14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent for service, for 
the sake of those who shall inherit salvation? 

2 
1 Warning and Exhortation Therefore ought we the more 

earnestly to observe the things that we have heard, lest per-
2 haps we drift away. For if the word spoken by angels proved 

to be valid, and every transgression and disobedience re· 
3 ceived a just punishment, I how shall we escape if we 

neglect so great a salvation? For it was first announced 
by the Lord and was confirmed unto us by those who 

4 heard him; I God also, according to his own will, bearing 
them witness by signs and wonders, and by manifold 
powers, and by impartings of the Holy Spirit. 

1, 8-9: What was originally said of a Hebrew monarch (Ps 44, 
7-8), is here said of Christ. Thus the author expresses his faith in 
Christ's divinity. 

1, 10-12: The words of Ps 101, 26-28, originally said of God, arc 
applied to Christ. Thus the author of this epistle expresses his beJ ief 
in Christ's divinity. 

1, 13: See Ps 109, 1-7 n. 
1, 14: The conclusion of vv. 5-13 is that the angels are inferior 

to Christ and to the Christians at whose service they are placed to 
help them attain salvation. 

2, 1-3: Since those who disobeyed the Mosaic Law were so severely 
punished, how much more will they be punished who disobey the 
law of Christ? 

2, 2: The word: the'Mosaic Law. Spoken by an1;eh: see Gal 3, 
19 n. 

2, 4: Signs ... Holy Spi1·it: the miracles that occurred, and the 
charismatic gifts that were given at and after Pentecost. The New 
Testament writers are profuse in their amazement at these wonders. 
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' Christ Suffered for His Brethren For he has not sub-
6 jected to angels the world to come, whereof we speak. 

Rather someone has testified somewhere, saying ""What is man 
that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man that thou 

7 visitest him? I Thou hast made him a little lower than the 
angels, thou hast crowned him with glory and honor, and 

a hast set him over the works of thy hands; I thou hast put all 
things under his feet." 

For in subjecting all things to man, he left nothing that 
is not subject to him. But now we do not see as yet all 

9 things subject to him. But we do see him who was made 
"a little lower than the angels," namely, Jesus, crowned 
with glory and honor because of his having suffered death, 
that by the grace of God he might taste death for all. 

10 For it became him for whom are all things and through 
whom are all things, who had brought many sons into 
glory, to perfect through sufferings the author of their 

11 salvation. For both he who sanctifies and they who are 
sanctified are all from one. For which cause he is not 

12 ashamed to call them brethren, saying, I "I will declare 
thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the church I will 
praise thee." 

2, 5-9: God promised the Messianic kingdom to Jesus, not to the 
angels. 

2, 5: Ile: God. The world la come: the Church on earth from the 
time of the inspired writer till its eternal state of glory in heaven. 

2. 6-Ha: 1' is shown here from Ps 8, 5 6 that God promised uni
versal reign to Christ. (Literally, the psalm spoke of man"s eminent 
position in creation.) ' 

2, 6: Someone: the unconcern for the Old Testament author may 
hespeak an elevated notion of inspiration-no matter who the human 
writer may have been, God is the author. 

2, 7: A li11/e lower: the meaning may also be: "for a little while 
lower." 

2, Hh-9: Although man himself does not rule the world, he rules 
it through his representative, Jesus, whose complete domination will 
'"' ur at the end of the world. 

2, I 0: Who had brou.~hl many JonJ in Jo 11/ory: perhaps a better 
translation is, "who had many sons to bring to glory." It was because 
of God's will to save men that Jesus saved them through his suffer
in.~s. To /1-.ferl: Christ was "perfected" through all the sufferings 
entailed throughout his life on earth in being the perfect mediator, 
in making the offering of the greatest sacrifice to God, and in the 
practice of many virtues. 

2, 11: He u•ho 1anc1ifie1 and 1hey who are Janaified ... from 
""': Jesus who sanctifies and the Christians who are sanctified come 
from God to form one family. lie iJ 1101 ashamed: Christ is not 
nshamcd lo mil us his brothers. The union between Christ and Chris
tians is illustrated by quotations from Ps 21. 23: Is 8. 17f. 
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13 And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again 
"Behold, I and my children whom God has given me.' 

14 Therefore because children have blood and flesh in com 
mon, so he in like manner has shared in these; tha 
through death he might destroy him who had the empiro 

n of death, that is, the devil; I and might deliver them, wh< 
throughout their life were kept in servitude by the fea: 

16 of death. For, of course, it is not angels that he is succor 
17 ing; but he is succoring the offspring of Abraham. Where 

fore it was right that he should in all things be mad« 
like unto his brethren, that he might become a mercifu 
and faithful high priest before God to expiate the sin: 

18 of the people. For in that he himself has suffered and ha: 
been tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted 

3 
1 Christ Superior to Moses Therefore, holy brethren, par· 

takers of a heavenly calling, consider the apostle and higl·, 
2 priest of our confession, Jesus, I who is faithful to him wlJC 
3 made him, as was Moses also "in all his house." For he was 

deemed worthy of greater glory than Moses, just as the 
builder of a house has greater honor than the house that 

4 he has built. For every house is built by someone; but he 
) who created all things is God. And Moses indeed was 

faithful "in all his house" as a servant, to testify concerning 

2, 14: Blood and fleJh: human nature. Empire of death . . 
devil: the devil precipitated man's corporal (Gn 3, 2-3) and spiritual 
death. 

2, 15: Before Christ came into the world, death was more often 
feared as a gateway to hell than to heaven. The abundant spiri tua I 
means that Christ brought to help men attain heaven has lesse1wd 
this fear. 

2, 16: The ofjJprin/!, of Abraham: this expression is readily under· 
standable if Jewish Christians have been the recipients of the epistle. 
Regardless, the expression is used for Christians, but it underscores 
the promises made to Abraham. 

2, 17: Merciful: sympathetic with the sufferings of men (see v. 
18). Faithful: see ch. 3. Hi/!,h prieJt: the first mention of the priest· 
hood, the principal theme of this letter. 

2, 18: Tempted: the temptation refers principally to acceptance of 
the passion and death rather than to the temptation of Jesus in 
the desert. 

3, 1: Holy brethren: a rare title (see 1 Thes 5, 27). 
3, 2: See Nm 12, 7: "Throughout my (God's) house he (Moses) 

bears my trust." 
3, 5: Thou thinf!,J that were to be Jpoken: in the name of Gnd 

for whom Moses spoke. 
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6 those things that were to be spoken; I but Christ is faithful 
as the Son over his own house. We are that house, if we 
hold fast our confidence and the hopes in which we glory 
unto the end. 

7.e Exhortation Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, "Today if 
you shall hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the 
provocation, during the day of temptation in the desert, 

91 where your fathers tried me, proved and saw my works 
10 forty years. Wherefore I was offended with this generation, 

and said, 'They always err in heart, and they have not known 
11 my ways.' As I have sworn in my wrath, they shall not 

enter into my Rest.'' 
12 Take heed, brethren, lest perhaps there be in any of you 

an evil, unbelieving heart that would turn away from the 
n living God. But exhort one another every day, while it is 

still Today, that none of you be hardened by the deceitful-
14 ness of sin. For we have been made partakers .of Christ, 

provided only that we hold fast our first confidence in 
1' him unto the end. While it is said, "Today if you shall 

hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in that 
16 provocation"-! for some who heard gave provocation, but 
17 not all those who came out of Egypt under Moses-with 

whom then was he offended forty years? Was it not with 

3, 6: Hou1e: the Church. The hope in which we 11.lory: literally, 
"the glory of hope." Un10 lhe end: a probable gloss from v. 14. 

3, 7·11: These verses recall the psalmist's (Ps'94, 8-11) exhorta
tion to the Israelites not to imitate the disobedience of their ancestors 
when they tempted God by doubting his power and goodness (Ex 17, 
I -7). 

3, 10: For1y ye1Jr1: in the Hebrew and Greek texts, "forty years'" 
is connected with, "I was offended," i.e., God was offended for forty 
years. Here, the text is used to mean that God was "tempted" ( exas· 
pcrated) while he performed wonders for forty years. This usage of 
the text emphasizes the long period of God's goodness and the peo· 
pie's obstinacy. 

3, 12-13: A warning against imitation of the incredulity of their 
ancestors. 

3, I 3: Today: the "today" of the psalmist (v. 7) is here applied 
to "every day" of life on earth while God warns Christians against 
sin. 

3, 14: Compare Rom 8, 17. 
3, l~-18: In an eloquent repetition, the inspired author emphasizes 

the sin of unbelief. 
3, 16: In Greek, "Who were they, who having heard, remained in 

rebel I ion I Were they not all those who were led out of Egypt by 
Moses?" 

3. 17: See Nm 14. 29. 
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1e those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the desert? And t< 
whom did he swear that they should not enter into his Rest 
but to those who were unbelieving? And we see that tbe1 
could not enter in because of unbelief. 

4 
1 Our Promised !And Let us therefore fear lest perhaps 

while the promise of entering into his Rest remains, an1 
2 of you should be thought wanting. For to us also it has beer 

declared, just as to them. But the word that was heard dit 
not profit them, since they had no faith in what thq 

3 heard. We then who have believed shall enter into his Rest. 
even as he said, "As I have sworn in my wrath, they shall 
not enter into my Rest." 

And indeed his works were completed at the foundation 
4 of the world. For somewhere he spoke of the seventh day 

thus, "And G.od rested the seventh day from all his works'"; 
' J and in this place again, "They shall not enter into my Rest " 
6 Since then it follows that some are to enter into it, and 

they to whom it was first declared did not enter in because 
7 of unbelief, J he again fixes another day to be Today, saying 

by David after so long a time, as quoted above, "Today 
if you shall hear his voice, do not harden your hearts."' 

e For if Josue had given them rest, God would never after-
9 wards be speaking of another day. There remains therefore 

3, 18: See Nm 14, 23. 
4, 1: Rest: eternal rest with God in heaven (see Ps 94, 11 n). 
4, 2: In Greek, '"For we too have heard the good news preached 

to us just as they heard it. But the word they heard was of no profit 
to them because they did not mingle it with faith."" There ase many 
conjectures on the exact Greek wording, but the general sense is clear. 

4, 3: ShaJJ enter: in Greek, "ase entering."' In the quoted Ps 9-1, 
11 the words "'my Rest" probably mean the unending Sabbath ""t 
after the work of creation described in Gn 2, 2 (cited in v. 4). This 
"Sabbath rest" has the same meaning as eternal rest (see 4, 1 n); it 
does not mean the ""rest" in the Promised Land of Chanaan. 

4, 5-7: Continuing the notion of the rest (see 4, 3 n}, the versM 
explain that according to Ps 94, 11 not only some ancestors failed to 
enter God"s promised rest but that later, at the time of David, other 
ancestors failed to enter God"s promised rest because they did not 
listen to his warnings of "today" (see 3, 13 n). 

4, 8: If the Israelites in the days of Moses and Josue had believed 
and entered the rest of Chanaan, they also would have received the 
true unending Sabbath rest (see 4, 3 n). Consequently, God would 
not have repeated the offer of his rest (v. 7). 

4, 9: A Sabbath Rest: the eternal rest with God in heaven. 
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10 a Sabbath Rest for the people of God. For he who has 
entered into his Rest, has himself also rested from his own 

11 works, even as God did from his. Let us therefore hasten to 
enter into that Rest, lest anyone fall by following the same 

12 example of unbelief. For the word of God is living and 
efficient and keener than any two-edged sword, and ex
tending even to the division of soul and spirit, of joints 
-1~0 and of marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and 

11 intentions of the heart. And there is no creature hidden 
from his sight; but all things are naked and open to the 
eyes of him to whom we have to give account. 

II. A SUPERIOR HIGH PRIEST 

14 Crmfide111:e in Christ Having therefore a great high priest 
who has passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 

11 let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest 
who cannot have compassion on our infirmities, but one 

16 tried as we are in all things except sin. Let us therefore 
draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

5 
1 Christ the High Priest For every high priest taken from 

among men is appointed for men in the things pertaining 
to Goel, that he may offer gifts and sacrifice$ for sins. He is 
ahle to have compassion on the ignorant and erring, because 
he himself also is beset with weakness, and by reason 

thereof is obliged to offer for sins, as on behalf of the 
4 people, so also for himself. And no man takes the honor 

to himself; he takes it who is called by God, as Aaron 

4, 10: For he: for Jesus. 
·1, 12: God's word is personified as his messenger. Two-ed!!,ed 

su•ord: see Ap 1, t6 n and Is 49, 2 n. 
·1, 1·1: Harkin!( back to 2, 17-3, 1, Jesus in his office as high 

priest is pres('nted as a motive for perseverance. 
·1, 16: Th< 1hro11e of )!.race: al the throne of God's grace. 
5, 1-4: This majestic description of the Jewish high priest has 

become classical and applicable lo every priest. 
5, 3: So also for h;mulf: especially on the day of expiation, the 

hi;:h priest offered sacrifices for himself and his family (Lv 16, 6). 
l'hl' N ohl.r q11oq11e /Jf!{{(/fOribus in the daily Mass, the prayer espe· 
rially for the celebrant and assistants, is an extrabiblical counterpart. 

'· 4: Aaru11: see Ex 28. 1. 



' was. So also Christ did not glorify himself with the hi! 
priesthood, but he who spoke to him, "Thou art my so 
I this day have begotten thee." 

6 As he says also in another place, "Thou art a prie 
forever, according to the order of Melchisedech." 

7 For Jesus, in the days of his earthly life, with a loud c1 
and tears, offered up prayers and supplications to him wl 
was able to save him from death, and was heard becau: 

e of his reverent submission. And he, Son though he wa 
9 learned obedience from the things that he suffered; I an 

when perfected, he became to all who obey him the cause • 
10 eternal salvation, I called by God a high priest accordir 

to the order of Melchisedech. 

11 Importance of the Doctrine On this point we have mu' 
to say, and it is difficult to explain it, because you ha' 

12 grown dull of hearing. For whereas by this time you ougl 
to be masters, you need to be taught again the rudiments < 
the words of God; and you have become such as have net 

13 of milk and not of solid food. For everyone who is fed o 
milk is unskilled in the word of justice; he is but a chili 

14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who by practic 
have their faculties trained to discern good and evil. 

6 
1 An Appeal for Progress Therefore, leaving the elenier 

tary teaching concerning Christ, let us pass on to thin~ 
more perfect, not laying again a foundation of repentanc 

2 from dead works and of faith towards God, I of the doc 
trine of baptisms and the laying on of hands, of the resu1 

5, 5-10: The prerequisites of a true priest are found in Christ. 
5, 5: Ps 2, 7 seems to be quoted here to mean that God ca lie 

Christ to the priesthood. See Ps 2, 7 n for the original meaning, an 
Acts 13, 33 n for Paul's use of this text. 

5, 6: See Ps 109, 4 n. 
5, 7: Generally interpreted as an allusion to the agony in Get~ 

semani (Lk 22, 41-44). 
5, 8: See Mt 26, 37-39 n. 
5, 12: Milk ... not wlid food: compare 1 Cor 3, 2. 
~· 1-2: The insJ>ired author wants to expose a doctrine beyond th 

basic truths of which he names six. Dead works: deeds arising fro1 
one in the state of sin. 

6, 2: The doctrine of baptisms: the doctrine on the differenr• 
~ong the variety of baptisms that were then in vogue, especially th 
difference between Christian baptism and that of John the Baptist ( '" 
Mt 3, 2 n). The laying on of hands: it is generally agreed that ti: 
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3 rection of the dead and of eternal judgment. And this we 
will do, if God permitll. 

4 Danger of Apostasy For it is impossible for those who 
were once enlightened, who have both tasted the heavenly 

' gift and become partakers of the Holy Spirit, I who have more
over tasted the good word of God and the powers of the 

~ world to come, I and then have fallen away, to be renewed 
again to repentance; since they crucify again for themselves 

7 the Son of God and make him a mockery. For the earth that 
drinks in the rain that often falls upon it, and produces 
vegetation that is of use to those by whom it is tilled, re· 

e ceives a blessing from God; I but that which brings forth 
thorns and thistles is worthless, and is nigh unto a curse, and 
its end is to be burnt. 

9 Expectation of Better Things But in your case, beloved, 
we are confident of better things, things that promise salva-

10 tion, even though we speak thus. For God is not unjust, 
that he should forget your work and the love that you have 
shown in his name, you who have ministered and do minister 

II to the saints. But we want every one of you to show to the 
very end the same earnestness for the fulfillment of your 

12 hopes; I so that you may become not sluggish but imitators 
of those who by faith and patience will inherit the promises. 

accompaniment of the rite by the imparting of the Holy Spirit is 
meant here. The preferable view among scholars, hciwever, is that the 
author refers to baptism rather than to confirmation. 

6, 4-6: An exaggerated exhortetory warning that it is "impossible" 
for an apostate to return to the faith (but the inspired author does 
not refer to a particular apostate who asks for readmission). 

6, 4: lmpouible: in spite of the clear reading in the Greek, the 
rnrrector.i of some Latin manuscripts changed the word from "impos
sible" to "difficult." This tampering with the text wes their reply to 
heretics who interpreted it to mean the impossibility of pardoning 
mortal sins. Enli11.h1ened: converted or "baptized." Ta.sled 1he heavenly 
t,i/1: the ,l!ift of redemption or the Holy Eucharist. Par1akers of 1he 
Holy Spir11: sacraments and charismatic gifts are meant. 

6, ~: The 11.ood word: probably the Gospel. The powers of the 
world lo come: the supernatural workings and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit (see 2, 4 n) that begin on earth and endure throughout the 
Messianic era. These "powers" give a foretaste of heaven. 

6, 6: Make him a mockery: by apostasy. 
6, 7·8: Apostates are not like the earth that receives God's bless

in~ and produces fruit; these people resemble more the earth that was 
cursed (Gn 3, 17) and destined for burning (Mt 13, 30). 

6, 12: Fai1h: note the other two theological virtues of charity (v, 
10) and hope (v. 11 ). 
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B Certainty of God's Promise For when God made hi 
promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater to swea 

14 by, he swore by himself, I saying, "I will surely bless thee 
and I will surely multiply thee." 

15 And thus after patient waiting, Abraham obtained th1 
16 promise. For men swear by one greater than themselves, a11< 

an oath given as a guarantee is the final settlement of a I 
17 their disagreement. Hence God, meaning to show mon 

abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeablenes: 
1e of his will, interposed an oath, I that by two unchangeabl• 

things, in which it is impossible for God to deceive, we ma1 
have the strongest comfort-we who have sought refuge ir 

19 holding fast the hope set before us. This hope we have, as : 
sure and firm anchor of the soul, reaching even behind the 

20 veil \ where our forerunner Jesus has entered for us, havin~ 
become a high priest forever according to the order ol 
Melchisedech. 

7 
1 Melchisedech More Than Abraham For this Melchisc· 

dech was king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who 
met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and 

2 blessed him; I to whom Abraham divided the tithes of all. 
First, as his name shows, he is King of Justice, and th~n 

3 also he is King of Salem, that is, King of Peace. Without 

6, 14: See Gn 22, 16. 
6, 15: The promise: of posterity. 
6, 17: The heirs of the promise: the Christians. In retrospect, the 

author says: Abraham was promised the same joys of heaven that 
Christians hope to possess after death. 

6, 18: Two unchanKeable thin KS: the promise of the Messianic 
blessing made to Abraham (vv. 13-14) was guaranteed by God's 
word and oath. 

6, 19: The "anchor" symbolized hope for the Greek moralists, a11J 
in the Roman catacombs. The veil: of heaven. The metaphor comes 
from the veil separating the Holy from the Holy of Holies (Lv 16, 1). 

7, 1-28: The Christians are warned not to apostatize by surrender
ing Christ's priesthood and by returning to the priesthood of Aarnn. 
With an argument, not necessarily appealing to moderns, the inspimJ 
writer explains that even in the Old Testament the priesthood of the 
pagan Melchisedech was superior to that of Aaron insofar as Mekhi
sedech was a type of Christ's priesthood (see 6, 3 n). 

7, 1-2: Melchisedech, when he met Abraham returning from a 
military victory, blessed him and received from him a tenth part of 
the booty. (See Gn 14, 18-24 n.) 

7, 2: Melchisedech means "King of Justice;" Salem means "Peace." 
7, 3: Melchisedech is otherwise only mentioned in Gn 14, 18·20, 
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father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither be
ginning of days nor end of life, but likened to the Son of 
God, he continues a priest forever. 

4 Melchisedech More Than Levi Now consider how great 
this man is, to whom even Abraham the patriarch gave 

' tithes out of the best portions of the spoils. And indeed they 
who are of the priestly sons of Levi, have a commandment 
to take tithes from the people according to the Law, that is, 
from their brethren, though these also have come from the 

6 loins of Abraham. But he whose genealogy is not recorded 
among them received tithes of Abraham and blessed him who 

7 had the promises. Now beyond all contradiction, that which 
e is less is blessed by the superior. And in the one case indeed, 

mortal men receive tithes, while in the other, it is one of 
9 whom it is testified that he lives on. And even Levi, the re· 

ceiver of tithes, was also, so to speak, through Abraham 
10 made subject to tithes, I for he was still in the loins of his 

father when Melchiscdech met him. 

11 Levitical Priesthood Imperf eel If then perfection was by 
the Levi tic al priesthood (for under it the people received the 
Law), what further need was there that another priest should 
rise, according to the order of Melchisedech, and said not 

Ps 109, 4 and in passages that refer to this verse. There is no in
formation in scripture on the birth, death, and genealogy of Mekhi
sedech. Therefore, the author of this epistle, by literary fiction, calls 
MdchiseJech an eJernal priest and, hence, a type of Christ the elernal 
priest. Surprisingly, the author does not say that Mekhisedech"s of
fering of bread and wine is a type of Christ"s sacrifice of himself 
under the species of bread and wine at the Last Supper (see Gn 14, 
18-24 n). 

7, 4: See 7, 1-2 n. 
7, ~-6: The Levitical priests received tithes from the Israelites 

even though the latter enjoyed the privilege of their descent from 
Ahrnham. But Mekhisedech, who was neither an Israelite nor a 
Levite, enjoyed the great privilege of receiving tithes from Abraham, 
the rre-eminent patriarch. The author is stretching the meaning of 
booty (see 7, 1-2 n). Besides, Mekhisedech blesses Abraham. 

7, R: The Levitical priests were mortal; Mekhisedech was "eter
nal" (stt 7, 3 n). 

7. 9-10: Mdchisedech is superior to Abraham and to the Levitical 
priests who were in Abraham's loins as future descendants. 

7, I I: Perfee1io11: the Levitical priests or "the order of Aaron" 
were not perfect because they did not have the God-given power to 
cleanse the consciences of the people. Had the Levitical priesthood 
been ""perfect," there would have been no need for another law and 
rriest, Christ, who is a priest "according to the order of Mekhise
dech" (see Ps 109, 4 n). 
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12 to be according to the order of Aaron? For when the prie! 
hood is changed, it is necessary that a change of law I 

13 made also. For he of whom these things are said is fro 
another tribe, from which no one has ever done service 

14 the altar. For it is evident that our Lord has sprung out • 
Juda; and Moses spoke nothing at all about priests when r 

n ferring to this tribe. And it is yet far more evident if the 
a.rise another priest, according to the likeness of Melchisedec 

16 I who has become so not according to the Law of earn 
17 commandment, but according to a life that cannot end. f, 

it is testified of him, "Thou art a priest forever, according 
the order of Melchisedech." 

18 Superseded by Priesthood of Christ On the one han 
there is the rejection of the former commandment, becau! 

19 of its weakness and unprofitableness (for the Law brougl 
nothing to perfection), and on the other hand a bringing 1 

of a better hope, through which we draw near to God. 

20 A Priest by Divine Oath And inasmuch as it is not wit~ 
out an oath (for the others indeed were made priests wit!· 

21 out an oath, I but he with an oath through him who sai 
to him, "The Lord has sworn and will not repent, thou a1 

22 a priest forever"), I all the more has Jesus become suret 
23 of a superior covenant. And the other priests indeed wtr 

numerous, because they were prevented by death from wn 
24 tinuing in office; I but he, because he continues forever, h.1 

25 an everlasting priesthood. Therefore he is able at all time 
to save those who come to God through him, since he Jj, e 
always to make intercession for them. 

26 Sinless and Perfect For it was fitting that we should hav• 
such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, set apart fru11 

7, 13-14: The descendants from the tribe of Juda, from whllrr 
Jesus came, were not priests. 

7, 15-16: Jesus was a priest like Melchisedech. Neither Christ no1 
Melchisedech inherited the priesthood through "carnal" descent, be 
cause they were "eternal'" (see 7, 3 n). 

7, 17: See Ps 109, 4 11-

7, 18: The Levitical priesthood, like the Mosaic Law, proved im. 
perfect (see7, 11 n). 

7, 19: A be11er hope: Christ, "through which we draw near tCJ 
God" as explained in 6, 18·20. 

7, 20·21: The proclamation of Jesus as priest includes an ""I~ 
(Ps 109, 4); the Levitical priests were proclaimed priests witllllul 
an oath and therefore were inferior. 
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21 1inners, and become higher than the heavens. He does not 
need to offer sacrifices daily (as the other priests did), first 
for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people; for 

2e this latter he did once for all in offering up himself. For the 
Law appoints as priests men who are weak; but the word 
of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son who is 
forever perfect. 

Ill. A SUPERIOR COVENANT 

8 
• Christ in the Heovenly Sonctuary Now the main point 

in what we are saying 1s this. We have such a high priest, 
who has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of 

2 Majesty in the heavens, I a minister of the Holies, and of the 
} true tabernacle, which the Lord has erected and not man. For 

every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; 
therefore it is necessary that this one also should have some· 

4 thing to offer. If then he were on earth, he would not even 
be a priest, since there are already others to offer gifts ac-

' cording to the Law. The worship they offer is a mere copy and 
shadow of things heavenly, even as Moses was warned when 
he was completing the tabernacle: "See," God said, "that 
thou make all things according to the pattern that was shown 
thee on the mount." 

6 Mediator of tJ Superior Covenont But, now he has ob
tained a superior ministry, in proportion as he is mediator of a 
superior covenant, enacted on the basis of superior promises. 

7 For had the first been faultless, place would not of course be 
B sought for a second. For finding fault with them he says, 

"Behold, days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house 

9 uf Juda, I not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to 
lead them forth out of the land of Egypt; for they did not 

7, 27: Christ does not offer daily sacrifice in the sanctuary of 
heaven. ThtJ laller: the offering of sacrifice. 

7, 28: I.Aw: the Mosaic Law. 
8, 1-~: Christ's priesthood is superior to that of the Levitical 

priests ~ause he officiates in heaven. 
8, 5: Sec Ex 25, 40. 
8, 6-13: Christ's priesthood is superior ~ause he is the mediator 

of a n~w alliRn<e. 
8, 8-12: See Jer 31. 31-34. 
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abide by my covenant, and I did not regard them, says the 
Lord. 

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 
my laws into their mind, and upon their hearts I will write 
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people 

n And they shall not teach, each his neighbor, and each his 
brother, saying, 'Know the Lord'; for all shall know me, from 

12 least to greatest among them. J Because I will be merciful to 
their iniquities, and their sins I will remember no more." 

13 Now in saying "a new covenant," he has made obsolete 

9 

the former one; and that which is obsolete and has grown 
old is near its end. 

IV. A SUPERIOR SACRIFICE 

1 The Earthly Sanctuary The first covenant also had ritual 
2 ordinances and a sanctuary, though an earthly one. For there 

was set up a tabernacle in the outer part of which were the 
lamp-stand and the table and the showbread, and this is called 

3 the Holy Place; J but beyond the second veil was the taber-
4 nacle which is called the Holy of Holies, J having a golden 

censer and the ark of the covenant, overlaid on every side 
with gold. In the ark was a golden pot containing the manna 
and the rod of Aaron which had budded, and the tablets 

' of the covenant; I and above it were the cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the mercy-seat. But of all these we cannot 
now speak in detail. 

6 A Type of the Heavenly Sanctuary Such then being the 
arrangements, the priests always used to enter into the first 

7 tabernacle to perform the sacred rites; I but into the second 
tabernacle the high priest alone entered once a year, not with· 
out blood, which he offered for his own and the people's sins 

e of ignorance. The Holy Spirit signified by this that the way 

9, 1-5: A description of the tabernacle of Moses in the desert. 
9, 4: Cen1er: the Greek word can also mean "altar." The altar 

of incense is placed inside instead of outside of the Holy of Holies. 
T abletJ: according to 3 Kgs 8, 9, only the tablets were in the Ark. 

9, 7: See Ex 25, 16-22. 
9, 8-10: Just as the priests, who represented the people, were 

sealed off from the Holy of Holies, so were they sealed off from 
heaven. 

9, 8: The Holy Spirit sif(nified: the author attributes the entire· 
explanation of the ceremony to the Holy Spirit, for the "author" ol 
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into the Holies was not yet thrown open while the first taber-
9 nacle was still standing. This first tabernacle is a figure of 

the present time, inasmuch as gifts and sacrifices are offered 
that cannot perfect the worshipper in conscience, since they 

10 refer only to food and drink I and various ablutions and 
bodily regulations imposed until a time of reformation. 

11 Christ the High Priest and Victim But when Christ ap
peared as high priest of the good things to come, he entered 
once for all through the greater and more perfect taber· 

12 nacle, not made by hands (that is, not of this creation), I nor 
again by virtue of blood of goats and calves, but by virtue 
of his own blood, into the Holies, having obtained eternal 

H redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the 
sprinkled ashes of a heifer sanctify the unclean unto the 

:4 cleansing of the flesh, J how much more will the blood of 
Christ, who through the Holy Spirit offered himself un
blemished unto God, cleanse your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God? 

n Redemption through Christ And this is why he is media
tor of a new covenant, that whereas a death has taken place 
for redemption from the transgressions committed under the 
former covenant, they who have been called may receive 

16 eternal inheritance according to the promise. For where there 
11 is a testament, the death of the testator must intervene; I for 

a testament is valid only when men are dead, otherwise it 
has as yet no force as long as the testator is ajjye. 

18 The Blood of Victims Hence not even the first has been 
19 inaugurated without blood; I for when every commandment of 

the litur11icel rites BS well BS of the written records about them in 
suipture is the Holy Spirit. 

9, 9: Sa.rificeJ .•. ctJnnol perfect: see 7, 11 n. 
9, 11: More per/eel ltJberntJCle: heaven. 
9, 13: StJnc1ify lhe uncletJn: the vene does not speak about a spiri

tual intemel senctification, but of an external legal puri.6cation (Nm 
20). 

9, 14: Throuxh the Holy Spiril: in Greek, "throul!h the eternal 
spirit."" Dead worl11: see 6, 1-2 n. 

9, l~: He: Christ: Dea1h: Christ's death on the cross. Former 
wr,enanl: of Sinai. The Hebrew word for covenant is berilh. It was 
trnnsleted in Greek BS tiitJlheke, which in tum WBS rendered in the 
En~lish translation as covenant and testament (in vv. 15-17). The 
meaninl! is that the new covenant was a testament in the sense that it 
did not ~ome valid till the testator (Jesus) had died. Promiu: 
ell the Messianic blessiniis implied in the promise made to Abraham. 
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the Law had been read by Moses to all the people, he tool 
the blood of the calves and of the goats, with water anc 
scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itsel 

20 and all the people, saying, I "This is the blood of the cov 
enant which God has commanded for you." 

21 The tabernacle also and. all the vessels of the ministry h• 
22 sprinkled likewise with blood; I and with blood almos 

everything is cleansed according to the Law, and withou1 
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

23 The Blood of Christ It was necessary, therefore, that thi 
copies of the heavenly realities should be cleansed by thest 
things; but the heavenly realities themselves require bettet 

24 sacrifices than these. For Jesus has not entered into a Holie' 
made by hands, a mere copy of the true, but into heaven 
itself, to appear now before the face of God on our behalf; 

2' I nor yet has he entered to offer himself often, as thf 
high priest enters into the Holies year after year with 

26 blood not his own; I for in that case he must have suffered 
often since the beginning of the world. But as it is, once 
for all at the end of the ages, he has appeared for the 

27 destruction of sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it 
is appointed unto men to die once and after this comes 

28 the judgment, I so also was Christ offered once to take 
away the sins of many; the second time with no part in sin 
he will appear unto the salvation of those who await him. 

10 
1 One Sacrifice Supplants Many For the Law, having but 

a shadow of the good things to come, and not the exact 
image of the objects, is never able by the sacrifices which 
they offer continually, year after year the same, to perfect 

2 those who draw near; I for in that case would they not 
have ceased to be offered, because the worshippers, once 
cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sin? 

9, 20: See Ex 24, 3-8. 
9, 22: Fory,iveneu: legal pardon. 
9, 23-24: Animal sacrifices were sufficient for the liturgical cleans

ing of an earthly sanctuary, but access to the heavenly sanctuary re
quires ""better sacrifices," i.e., the sacrifice of Christ (v. 26). 

9, 25: Blood not his own: with blood of animals. 
9, 26: The e11d of the ages: the Messianic age between the first 

and second coming of Christ 
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' Yet in these sacrifices sins are brought to remembrance year 
4 by year. For it is impossible that sins should be taken away 
' with blood of bulls and of goats. Therefore in coming into 

the world, he says, "Sacrifice and oblation thou wouldst not, 
6 but a body thou hast fitted to me: I in holocausts and sin

offerings thou hast had no pleasure. 
7 "Then said I, 'Behold, I come-(in the head of the book 

it is written of me)-to do thy will, 0 God.'" 
8 In saying in the first place, "Sacrifices and obi at ions and 

holocausts and sin-offerings thou wouldst not, neither hast 
thou had pleasure in them" (which are offered according 

9 to the Law), I and then saying. "Behold, I come to do thy 
will, 0 God," he annuls the first covenant in order to 

10 establish the second. It is in this "will" that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 

II lls Eternal Efficacy And every priest indeed stands daily 
ministering, an<l often offering the same sacrifices, which 

12 can never take away sins; I but Jesus, having offered one 
sacrifice for sins, has taken his seat forever at the right 

B hand of God, I waiting thenceforth until his enemies be 
14 made the footstool under his feet. For by one offering he has 
" perfected forever those who are sanctified. Thus also the 
16 Holy Spirit testifies unto us. For after having said, "This 

is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my laws upon -their hearts, and 

17 upon their minds I will write them," he then adds, I "And 
their sins and their iniquities I will remember no more." 

18 Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer 
offering for sin. · 

10, ~-7: See Ps 39, 7-9 n. 
10, 13: A reference to Ps 109, 1. 
10, 16: See 8, 10 where Jer 31, 33 is also quoted. 
10, 17: See 8, 12 where Jer 31, 34 is also quoted. 
10, 18: Since man's sins have been forgiven throu.l!h Christ's 

sacrifice, there is no longer any need for another sacrifice. Many 
Protestants deduce from this verse that the sacrifice of the Mass is 
useless. Catholics retain the teaching that there is only one sacrifice 
of Christ but the Mass re-presents or commemorates Christ's one 
sacrifice because of his rommand, "Do this in remembrance of me" 
(Lk 22, 19). 
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11. EXHORTATIONS 

I. TO PERSEVERANCE IN FAITH 

19 First Motive: the Judgment Since then, brethren, we ~re 
free to enter the Holies in virtue of the blood of Christ, 

20 I a new and living way which he inaugurated for us through 
21 the veil (that is, his flesh), I and since we have a high 
22 priest over the house of God, I let us draw near with 

a true heart in fullness of faith, having our hearts cleansed 
from an evil conscience by sprinkling, and the body 

23 washed with clean water. Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for he who has given the 

24 promise is faithful. And let us consider how to arouse one 
25 another to charity and good works; I not forsaking our 

assembly as is the custom of some, but exhorting one 
another, and this all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near. 

26 Guilt of Apostasy For if we sin willfully after receiving 
the knowledge of the truth, there remains no longer a sacrifice 

27 for sins, I but a certain dreadful expectation of judgment, 
and "the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries." 

2e A man making void the Law of Moses dies without any mercy 
29 on the word of two or three witnesses; I how much worse 

punishments do you think he deserves who has trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean 
the blood of the covenant through which he was sanctified, 

30 and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him 
who has said, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay." And again, 
"The Lord will judge his people." 

10, 19: To entet" the Holies: symbolic for: to enter heaven. 
10, 20: Veil ... flesh: compare Mt 27, 51. 
10, 21: House of God: see 3, 2-6. 
10, 22: Draw near: to worship God. Cleansed .•• by sprinklin11. 

••. dean water: according to many, this is a reference to baptism. 
10, 23: Our hope: Christ. For he ... is faithful: God. 
10, 25: Custom of some: apostates. The Day: of Christ's second 

coming. 
10, 26: If we sin willfully: for those who apostatize and remain 

obdurate, Christ's sacrifice will be ineffective (see 6, 4-6 n). 
10, 27: A probable partial quote from Is 26, 11 or So 18, 1. 
10, 28-29: If the Mosaic Law (Dt 17, 2-6) punished deliberate 

sinners b{ death, how much worse will be the punishment for a re
jection o the new law? 

10, 30: Compare Rom 12, 19 n. 
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31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the bands of the living God. 

52 Second Motive: Trials Well Borne But call to mind 
the days gone by, in which, after you had been enlightened, 

H you endured a great conflict of sufferings; I partly by being 
made a public spectacle through reproaches an,d tribulations, 
and partly by making common cause with those who fared 

M tl1us. For you both have had compassion on those in prison 
and have joyfully accepted the plundering of your own 
goods, knowing that you have a better possession and a 

" lasting one. Do not, therefore, lose your confidence, which 
36 has a great reward. For you have need of patience that, 

doing the will of God, you may receive the promise; 
n "For yet a very little while, and he who is to come, will 
38 come, and will not delay. I Now my just one lives by faith. 

But if he draws back, he will not please my soul." 
59 We, however, are not of those who draw back unto destruc

tion, but of those who have faith to the saving of the soul. 

11 
I Third Motive: Old Testament Examples Now faith is 

the substance of things to be hoped for, the evidence of things 
2 that are not seen; I for by it the men of old had testimony 
3 borne to them. By faith we understand that the world was 

fashioned by the word of God; and thus things visible were 
made out of things invisible. 

4 Abel By faith Abel offered to God a sacrifice more excellent 
than did Cain, through which he obtained a testimony 
that he was just, God giving testimony to his gifts; and 
through his faith, though he is dead, he yet speaks. 

10, 32: E11/i;:hte11ed: see 6, 4 n. 
10, 37-38: See Hb 2, 3. 
11, J. 3: This classic text is a description of faith as practiced by 

the patriarchs. The most disputed word is here translated ""substance"" 
(in Greek, hypoua1i1). Besides, the phrase "'things to be hoped for" 
should read "things hoped for."" One explanation of the phrase is: 
foith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things 
unseen (v. I). God praised the patriarchs for their faith in his prom
ises (v. 2). 

11, 3: Accordin,g to the common opinion, this verse means that 
the creation of the world is known through faith. It is difficult to 
sec the connection between this verse and the faith of the pauiarchs. 

11, 4: See Gn 4, 4-8. 
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' Henocb By faith Henoch was taken up lest he should 
see death; and he was not found, because God took him 
up. For before he was taken up he had testimony that he 

6 pleased God, I and without faith it is impossible to please 
God. For he who comes to God must believe that God 
exists and is a rewarder to those who seek him. 

7 Noe By faith Noe, having been warned concerning things 
not seen as yet, prepared with pious fear an ark in which to 
save his household. Having thus condemned the world, he was 
made heir of the justice which is through faith. 

a Abraham By faith he who is called Abraham obeyed by 
going out into a place which he was to receive for an 
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was 

9 going. By faith he abode in the Land of Promise as in a 
foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the 

lo co-heirs of the same promise; I for he was looking for the 
city with fixed foundations, of which city the architect and 
the builder is God. 

11 Sara By faith even Sara herself, who was barren, received 
power for the conception of a child when she was past the 
time of life, because she believed that he who had given 

12 the promise was faithful. And so there sprang from one 
man, though he was as good as dead, issue like the stars 
of heaven in number and innumerable as the sand that is 
by the seashore. 

13 The Heavenly Country Io the way of faith all these 
died without receiving the promises, but beholding them 
afar off, and saluting them and acknowledging that they 

11, 5: See Gn 5, 24. 
11, 6: This is a key verse in Catholic theology to show that 

the requirement for salvation is the belief that God exists and that he 
is the remunerator. 

11, 7: See Gn 6, 8-22. 
11, 8: See Gn 12, 1-4. 
11, 9: See Gn 23, 4. 
11, 10: See Ap 21, 2 and 10. 
11, 11: See Gn 17, 19. 
11, 12: See Gn 15, 5. 

_ 11, 13-15.: These heroes kept the faith even though they died 
~thout seemg the fulfillment of God's promises (v. 13). They were 
m quest of heaven (v. 14). They could easily have returned to theu 
Mesopotamian homeland, had they so desued (v. 15 ). 
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14 were pilgrims and strangers on earth. For they who say 
u these things show plainly that they seek a country of their 

own. And indeed if they were thinking of the country from 
which they went out, they certainly would have had opportu· 

16 nity to return; I but as it is they seek after a better, that 
is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God, for he has prepared for them 
a city. 

17 Abraham's Trial By faith Abraham, when he was put to 
the test, offered Isaac; and he who had received the promises 

1e I (to whom it had been said, "Io Isaac thy seed shall be 
called") was about to offer up his only-begotten son, 

19 I reasoning that God has power to raise up even from the 
dead; whence also he received him back as a type. 

20 lsaa&, Jacob, Joseph By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau 
21 even regarding things to come. By faith Jacob, when dying, 

blessed each of the sons of Joseph and bowed in worship 
22 towards the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when dying, 

made mention of the departure of the sons of Israel and 
gave orders concerning his bones. 

23 Amram and Jochabed By faith Moses was hidden by his 
parents for three months after his birth, because they saw 
he was a beautiful babe and they did not fear the king's 
edict. 

24 Moses By faith Moses, when he was grown up, denied 

11, 16: Not tJJhamed: an understatement to say that God was 
proud of beins their God. 

11, 17-20: After having seen in Isaac the fulfillment of God's 
promise of a son, Abraham's faith was again tested (see Gn 22, 
1·19 n). 

11, 18: See Gn 21, 12. 
11, 19: Accordin~ to the inspired writer, Abraham did not think 

that the sacrifice of his son would terminate God's promises of en
during posterity, because God could always raise up his son. Whence: 
"hence" is preferable. A. type: literally, "a parable." Isaac"s escape 
from death is here reread as a preligurement of the later Christian 
privilege of the resurrection from the dead, and perhaps even of 
Olrist's resurrection. 

11, 20: See Gn 27, 27-40. 
11, 21: See Gn 48, 15. 
11, 22: See Gn ,0, 23-24. 
11, 23: See Ex 2, 2. 
11. 24: See Ex 2. 11. 
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2' that he was a son of Pharaoh's daughter; I choosing rather to 
be a.f!l.icted with the people of God than to have the 

26 enjoyment of sin for a time, I esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures of the Egyptians; 

'El for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, 
not fearing the wrath of the king; for he persevered as 

28 if seeing him who cannot be seen. By faith he celebrated 
the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, that he who 
destroyed the firstborn might not touch them. 

29 The Israelites By faith they passed through the Red Sea, 
as through dry land; whereas the Egyptians, attempting it, 

30 were swallowed up. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after 
they had gone around them for seven days. 

31 Rahab By faith Rahab the harlot, who had received the 
spies in peace, did not perish with the unbelievers. 

32 More Heroes of Faith And what more shall I say? For 
time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, of Barac, of Samson, 

33 of Jephthe, of David and of Samuel and the prophets, I who 
by faith conquered kingdoms, wrought justice, obtained 

34 promises, stopped the mouths of lions, I quenched the vio
lence of lire, escaped the edge of the sword, recovered 
strength from weakness, became valiant in battle, put to 

3' filght armies of aliens. Women had their dead restored 
to them by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to 
accept release, that they might find a better resurrection. 

36 Others had experience of mockery and stripes, yes, even 

11, 25-26: One opinion of this di.flicult text is that "Christ" 
(which in Greek means "anointed") equates and is parallel in meaning 
to "the people of God." Hence, Moses chose to suffer with God's 
people, and he esteemed the reproach of God"s people greater than all 
the riches of the Egyptians. The inspired author hereby reflects his 
own belief and the belief of Christians in the inestimable value of 
uniting their sufferings with the sufferings of the Messia. 

11, 27: See Ex 2, 15. 
11, 28: See Ex 12, 21ff. 
11, 29: See Ex 14, 22ff. 
11, 30: See Jos 6, 20. 
11, 31: See Jos 2, 3. 
11, 33-34: These brief eulogies correspond with the six names 

and with "the prophets" mentioned in v. 32. 
11, 35: Resurrection: see 3 Kgs 17, 23. Tortured: see 2 Mc 6, 18 

-17, 42. 
11, 36: See Jer 20, 2; 37, 15. 
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S7 of chains and prisons. They were stoned, they were sawed 
asunder, they were tempted, they were put to death by the 
sword. ·They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, desti-

38 tute, distressed, afflicted-I of whom the world was not 
worthy-wandering in desertll, mountains, caves and holes 
in the earth. 

" lmfJerfection of Their State And all these, though they 
had been approved by the testimony of faith, did not 

4o receive what was promised, I for God had something better 
in view for us; so that they should not be perfected without 
us. 

11. OTHER VIRTUES 

12 
l Constancy Therefore let us also, having such a cloud 

of witnesses over us, put away every encumbrance and the 
sin entangling us, and run with patience to the fight set 

Z before us; I looking towards the author and finisher of faith, 
Jesus, who for the joy set before him, endured a cross, 
despising shame, and sits at the right hand of the throne 

3 of God. Consider, then, him who endured such opposition 
from sinners against himself, so that you may not grow 
weary and lose heart. 

4 For you have not yet resisted unto blood in the struggle 
' with sin. And you have forgotten the exhortation that is 

addressed to you as sons, saying, "My Son, neglect not the 
discipline of the Lord, neither be thou weary when thou 

6 art rebuked by him. For whom the Lord loves, he chastises; 
and he scourges every son whom he receives." 

7 Continue under discipline. God deals with you as with 
sons; for what son is there whom his father does not 

8 correct? But if you are without discipline, in which all have 

11, 37: See 2 Par 24, 21. 
11, 3A: See 1 Mc 2, 28-30. 
11, 19-40: Although these heroes were faithful, they did not re

ceive the fullness of God's promises and thus were not "perfected," 
for Go<l hcl<l back the realization of his rromises till the Messianic 
era. The inspired author implies by way o exhortation that the long
ewaite<l fulfillment of these promises of graces must not be jeopardized 
by apostasy. 

12, 1: A cloud of witnesseJ: see the honor roll in 11, 1-38. 
12, 2: Fini1her of f<>ilh: Christ perfects faith in Christians through 

grace an<l glory. 
12, 5-6: See Prv 3. 11. 
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had a share, then you are illegitimate children and not 
SI sons. Furthermore. we had fathers of our Besh to correct 

us, and we reverenced them. Shall we not much more obey 
10 the Father of spirit and live? For they indeed corrected 

us for a few days, as they saw .6t; but he for our benefit, 
11 that we may share his holiness. Now all discipline seems 

for the present to be a matter not for joy but for grief; 
but afterwards it yields the most peaceful fruit of justice 

12 to those who have been exercised by it. Therefore brace 
up the hands that hang down, and the tottering knees, 

13 I and make straight paths for your feet; that no one who is 
lame may go out of the way, but rather be healed. 

14 Pea&e 1J11d Holiness Strive for peace with all men, and for 
1' that holiness without which no man will see God. Take 

heed lest anyone be wanting in the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing up cause trouble and by it the 

16 many be defiled; I lest there be any immoral or profane per-
17 son, such as Esau, who for one meal sold his birthright. For 

know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected; for he found no opportunity for 
repentance. although he had sought after it with tears. 

18 Si111Ji tmd the New Sion For you have not approached a 
mountain that may be touched, and a burning fire, and whirl-

19 wind and darkness and storm, I and sound of trumpet, and 
sound of words; which sound was such that those who heard 
entreated that the word should not be spoken to them; 

20 I for they could not bear what was being said: "And if 
21 even a beast touches the mount, it shall be stoned." And so 

terrible was the spectacle that Moses said, "I am greatly 
22 terrified and trembling." But you have come to Mount 

Sion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru
salem, and to the company of many thousands of angels, 

12, 12-13: The general meaning is: do not be lazy. 
12, 16: See Gn 25, 33. 
12, 17: The innuendo is that would-be apostates had better be 

careful lest they be rejected as Esau was. (See Gn 27, 38.) 
12, 18-24: The description of the earthly Sinai covenant is full of 

awe (vv. 18-21); the description of the heavenly Sion (Jerusalem) 
covenant is full of peace (vv. 22-24). 

12, 18-20: See Ex 19, 12-20. 
12, 19: The word should nol be spoken lo 1hem: Jest they die 

(see Ex 20, 19 n). 
12, 21: See Dt 9, 19. 
12, 22: The four expressions symbolize heaven. See Ap 21, 1-2 n. 
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23 I and to the Church of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
the heavens, and to God, the judge of all, and to the 

24 spirits of the just made perfect, I and to Jesus, mediator 
of a new covenant, and to a sprinkling of blood which 

2' speaks better than Abel. See that you do not refuse him 
who speaks. For if they did not escape who rejected him 
who spoke upon earth, much more shall we not escape 
who turn away from him who speaks to us from heaven. 

26 His voice then shook the earth, but now he promises thus, 
''Yet once, and I will shake not the earth only but heaven 
also." 

27 Now by this expression, "yet once," he announces the re-
moval of things which can be shaken-<:reated things
in order that the things which cannot be shaken may re-

28 main. Therefore, since we receive a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, we have grace, through which we may offer 

29 pleasing service to God with fear and reverence. For our 
God is a consuming fire. 

H 
1.2 Brotherly Love and Purity Let brotherly love abide in 

you, and do not forget to entertain strangers; for thereby some 
3 have entertained angels unawares. Remember those who 

are in bonds as if you were bound with them, and those 

12, 23: The {iruborn ..• in the heaven1: it is disputed whether 
this refers to the angels in heaven or to the Christians on earth. 
SpirilJ of the iu11 ma.de perfect: those who died and are in heaven. 

12, 24: This verse is generally understood to mean: the blood of 
Jesus speaks better because it asks for mercy in contrast with Abel's 
which clamors for vengeance (Gn 4, 10). 

12, n: Acrording to one opinion, the contrast is between Moses 
"who •poke upon earth" (to his people) and Jesus "who speaks to 
us from heaven" (to the Christians living on earth). The Christians, 
in their life and worship, BJe considered to be already celebrating the 
liturgy with the angels in heaven and with the souls of the faithful 
departed. 

12, 26-27: Then: at Sinai. But now: when Christ comes at the end 
of the world he will shake riot only the earth as at Sinai but the 
h<"avens also (Ag 2, 7). This means that created things will be 
destroyed and only eternal realities will remain. 

12, 28: If/ e ha11e !!,race ... Jervice lo God: in Greek, "let us 
off<"r to God pl<'8Sing worship ... ," 

12, 29: God i1 a cm11umi11f( fire: there is a ring of warning to 
would-be apostates. See Dt 4, 24; Is 33, 14. 

H, 2: See Gn 18, 3. 
13, 3: A1 tarryinf( yourJelve1 a/10 in the body: for the free also 

have a bodv just as thev have who are in bonds. 
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who are illtreated, as tarrying yourselves also in the body. 
4 Let marriage be held in honor with all, and let the mar

riage bed be undefiled. For God will judge the immoral 
and adulterers. 

' God Will Never Fail You Let your manner of life be 
without avarice; be content with what you have, for he him
self has said. "I will not leave thee, neither will I forsake 

6 thee." So that we may confidently say, "The Lord is my 
helper: I will not fear what man shall do to me." 

7 Loyalty to Christ and Superiors Remember your superiors, 
who spoke to you the word of God. Consider how they 

s ended their lives, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is 
the same. yesterday and today, yes, and forever. 

9 Do not be led away by various and strange doctrines. 
For it is good to make steadfast the heart by grace, not by 

10 foods, in which those who walked found no profit. We 
have an altar, from which they have no right to eat who 

11 serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those animals whose 
blood is brought into the Holies by the high priest for 

u sin, are burned outside the camp; I and so Jesus also, that 
he might sanctify the people by his blood, suffered outside 

13 the gate. Let us therefore go forth to him outside the camp, 
14 bearing his reproach; I for here we have no permanent city, 
n but we seek for the city that is to come. Through him, 

therefore. let us offer up a sacrifice of praise always to 
16 God. that is, fruit of lips praising his name. And do not 

forget kindness and charity, for by such sacrifices God's 
17 favor is obtained. Obey your superiors and be subject to 

them, for they keep watch as having to render an account 

13, 5: See Jos 1, 5. 
13, 6: See Ps 117, 6. 
13, 7: Remember those who ended their lives in preaching the 

Gospel, and imitate their faith. But the unchanging Christ should be 
a greater motive to keep the faith. 

13, 9: Str'111f!.e doctri11e1: difficult to identify. Food1: probably a 
reference to Jewish rites or a symbol of anything opposing grace. 

13, 10: Alt'1r: Christ himself? The cross? The Eucharistic table? 
Who 1erve the ttlberntUle: probably a prohibition to attend Jewish 
temple services. 

13, 11: Out1ide the CtlmfJ: see Lv 16, 27. 
13, 12: The f!.'1/e: of Jerusalem. 
13, 13: An encouragement to accept abuse for the sake of Jesus. 
13, 14: Here: on earth. 
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of your souls; so that they may do this with joy, and not 
with grief, for that would not be expedient for you. 

CONaUSION 

ie Request for Prdyer Pray for us. For we are confident that 
we have a good corucience, desiring to live uprightly in all 

" thlngJ. But I more especially exhort you to do this, that I may 
be restored to you the sooner. 

20 Blessing Now may the God of peace, who brought forth 
from the dead the great pastor of the sheep, our Lord 

ll JesUJ, in virtue of the blood of an everlasting covenant, I fit 
you with every good thing to do his will; working in you 
that which is well pleasing in his sight, through )ellus Christ, 
to whom is glory forever and ever. A.men. 

22 Greelinfs And I beseech you, brethren, to bear with this 
word o exhortation; for I have written to you in few 

23 words. Know that our brother Timothy has been set free; 
l4 with whom (if he comes soon) I will see you. Greet all your 

superiors and all the saints. The brethren from Italy send 
2' you greetings. I Grace be with you all. A.men. 



THE EPISTLE OF 

ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE 

INTRODUCTION 

This little inspired work is too impersonal to be classified as a 
letter. Its contents and style are reminiscent of the Book of Proverbs. 
The admonitions and teachings of James are built more on associations 
of ideas than on some definite principle of division. The author 
advises a practical way of life in accordance with a God-pleasin~ 
wisdom, the dominant motives of which are the love of God and o{ 
one's neighbor besides a supernatural view on life, temptation, trials, 
and poverty. The contents of this epistle suggest, furthermore, that it 
addresses Christians converted from Judaism rather than from pagan
ism (see 1, 1 n). 

The traditional opinion holds that the author who identifies him
self as "James, the servant of God" ( 1, 1) is James the Less, the 
brother (cousin) of Jesus and first bishop of the Jerusalem commun· 
ity. He must not be confused with the son of Zebedee and brother of 
St John, James the Greater (the Elder) who was executed during 
Herod Agrippa's reign (41-44 A.D.). See Acts 12, 2. 

The advocators of the traditional view dispute whether James wrote 
the epistle in the early sixties or in the middle forties before the 
Council of Jerusalem (49-50) over which he presided. 

Many Protestant commentators who deny James' authorship, date 
the epistle from between 70 to 150 A.D. 

It is admitted that the epistle is written in superb Greek. The 
author's vocabulary includes numerous rare words, his grammar is 
precise, bis style majestic, terse, and vivid in the frequent .figures of 
speech. Because of this pure Greek style some experts believe that 
James employed a Hellenist secretary. 

In the present Confraternity (CCD) edition of the New Testament 
the epistle of St. James is the first of seven "Catholic" epistles. The 
others are: the .first and second epistles of St Peter, the first, second, 
and third epistles of St. John, and the epistle of St. Jude. There is 
no satisfactory explanation for the traditional name "Catholic." The 
common and modern explanation is that they are called Catholic bfo. 
cause they were addressed to the universal Church but this is not true 
of at least the second and third epistles of St. John_ 

Main divisions of the Epistle of St. James are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1 
2. Exhortation to Patience in Trials, 1, 2-18 
3. Living and Active Faith, 1, 19-2, 26 
4. The Hazard of Teaching, 3, 1-18 
5. Special Admonitions, 4, 1-5, 6 
6. Conclusion, 5, 7-20 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 
I Greeting James, the servant of God and of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes that are in the Dispersion: 
greeting. 

I. EXHORTATION TO PATIENCE 

IN TRIALS 

2 Wisdom in Trials Esteem it all joy, my brethren, when 
3 you fall into various trials, I knowing that the trying of your 
4 faith begets patience. And let patience have its perfect work, 

that you may be perfect and entire, lacking nothing. 
' But if any of you is wanting in wisdom, let him ask it 

of God, who gives abundantly to all men, and does not re-
6 proach; and it will be given to him. But let him ask with 

faith, without hesitation. For he who hesitates is like a 
wave of the sea, driven and carried about by the wind. 

7 Therefore, let not such a one think that he will receive 
B anything from the Lord, I being a double-minded man, un-

stable in all his ways. 
9 But let the brother of lowly condition glory in his high 

10 estate, I and the rich man in his low condition; for he will 
11 pass away like the flower of the grass. For the sun rises 

with a burning heat and parches the graas, and its flower 
falls and the beauty of its appearance perishes. So too will 
the rich man wither in his ways. 

1, I: The twel~e 1ribe1 thaJ are in the DiJper1ion: this phrase 
usually refers to the Jews living outside of Palestine, but since 
James' readers were Christians, the phrase has be<"ll interpreted to 
me•n converts from Judaism living outside of Palestine. The phrase 
may be interpreted figuratively to refer to all Christians living on 
earth and therefore being "'dispersed"" from their true home in heaven. 

1, 2: Tria/1: not temptations or persecution but rather everyday 
misfortunes. 

1, 3: Pa1ien,e: a favorite word in the epistle, meaning "constancy." 
1, 4: And let patien(e ha~e i11 pe~eo work: let constancy be fully 

exercised. 
I, 5: WiJdom: especially in one's moral life. 
1, 8: Double-minded man: a vacillating person. 
1, 9· 11: The general meaning is that a poor Christian should feel 

consoled in his spiritual riches, and so should a rich man who loses 
his fortune. 
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u Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when 
he has been tried, he will receive the crown of life which 
God has promised to those who love him. 

B Sources of Evil and Good Let no man say when he is 
tempted, that he is tempted by God; for God is no tempt-

14 er to evil, and he himself tempts no one. But everyone is 
tempted by being drawn away and enticed by his own 

u passion. Then when passion has conceived, it brings forth sin; 
16 but when sin has matured, it begets death. Therefore, my 

beloved brethren, do not err. 
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

coming down from the Father of Lights, with whom there 
18 is no change, nor shadow of alteration. Of his own will 

he has begotten us by the word of truth, that we might be, 
as it were, the first-fruits of his creatures. 

11. L I V I N G A N D A C T I V E F A I T H 

19 Hearers and Doers of the Word of God You know 
this, my beloved brethren. But let every man be swift to hear, 

20 slow to speak, and slow to wrath. For the wrath of man 
21 does not work the justice of God. Therefore, casting aside 

all uncleanness and abundance of malice, with meekness 

1, 12: Temptation: see 1, 2 n. Life: eternal life. 
1, 13: Compare ··say not: 'It was God"s doing that I fell away!"" 

in Sir 15, 11. He is tempted by God: in Greek, ··1 am tempted by 
God."' Fo' God i1 no tempter to evil: a preferable Greek reading is: 
""for God cannot be tempted by evil.'" 

1, 14-15: A psychological description of the birth of sin. 
l, 15: See Milton's famous allegory on this verse in ParadiJe Lint, 

Bk. II. Death: eternal death. Compare Rom 6, 23. 
1, 16: Thert!fo,e: omit. Do not e,,: do not be deceived because 

temptations do not come from God (v. 13) but from him is "every 
good gift .. :· (vv. 17-18). 

l, 17: Father of Lif!.ht1: James awkwardly uses this expression for 
God as the creator of the heavenly bodies to represent him as the 
Father of spiritual lights or of all that is good. With whom there iJ 
no change ... alteration: even though the Greek text and its mean
ing are obscure, many experts agree that these words allude to the 
hc;avenly bodies which, in contrast to God's unchangeableness, change 
with every movement. 

1, 18: The word of truth: the Gospel, according to most scholars. 
l, 19: The beginning of this verse would read better "Know this, 

my beloved brethren: let every .. .'' Be Jwift ... Jpeak: compare 
"Be swift to hear, but slow to answer'" in Sir 5, 13. 

l, 20: Anger does not help God's cause. 
1, 21: Compare the obstacles to the word in Mt 13, 22. Word: 

see ··word of truth,"' l, 18 n. 
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receive the ingrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
2J yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word, and not a 

doer, he is like a man looking at his natural face in a 
24 mirror: I for he looks at himself and goes away, and pres
n ently he forgets what kind of man he is. But he who has 

looked carefully into the perfect law of liberty and has 
remained in it, not becoming a forgetful hearer but a doer 

26 of the work, shall be blessed in his deed. And if anyone 
thinks himself to be religious, not restraining his tongue 
but deceiving his own heart, that man's religion is vain. 

27 Religion pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: 

2 

to give aid to orphans and widows in their tribulation, and 
to keep oncaelf unspotted from this world. 

1 lmpdrtiaUty My brethren, do not join faith in our glori
ous Lord Jesus Christ with partiality towards persons. 

2 For if a man in fine apparel, having a gold ring, enters your 
a assembly, and a poor man in mean attire enters also, I and 

you pay attention to him who is clothed in fine apparel 
and say, "Sit thou here in this good place"; but you say 
to the poor man, "Stand thou there," or, "Sit by my foot-

4 stool"; I are you not ma.king distinctions among yourselves, 
and do you not become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, 

' my beloved brethren! Has not God chosen the poor of 
this world to be rich in faith and heirs 'of the kingdom 

6 which God has promised to those who love him? But you 
have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich use their 

1, 22-24: A man who looks in the mirror and forgets what he looks 
like is as the one who "is a hearer but no doer," i.e., he hears but 
does not act accordingly. 

1, 22: Doen of lhe word: a Semitic expmssion. 
1, 23: Mirror: see I Cor 13, 12. 
1, 25: Law of /iberly: God's word as a norm for conduct, the 

observance of which frees one from being a slave to sin. James' notion 
of liberty does not seem to exteod as far as Paul's (see Gal 4, 31 n). 

1, 26: "To restrain the tongue" was a common expression among 
the Greek writers. 

1, 27: Umpo111d from 1his world: the meaning may be: free from 
the sins of the pagans. 

2, 2: A1umh/y: this is the only place in the New Testament where 
(in the oril!inal text) "synal!ogue" is used for a Christian assembly. 

2, 6: The rich: these may be either non.Christian visitors (Jews 
and Gentiles) or wealthy Christians who have not lived up to their 
religio1L 
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power to oppress you, and do they not drag you befor 
7 judgment-seats? Do they not blaspheme the good nam 

by which you are called? 
8 If, however, you fulfill the royal law, according to th 

Scriptures, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," yo1 
9 do well. But if you show partiality towards persons, yo1 

10 commit sin, being convicted by the law as transgressors. Fo 
whoever keeps the whole law, but offends in one point 

11 has become guilty in all. For he who said, "Thou shalt no 
commit adultery," said also, "Thou shalt not kill." Nov 
if thou wilt not commit adultery, yet wilt commit murder 

12 thou hast become a transgressor of the law. So speal 
and so act as men about to be judged by the law of liberty 

13 For judgment is without mercy to him who has not show1 
mercy; but mercy triumphs over judgment. 

14 Practical Faith What will it profit, my brethren, if a mar 
says he has faith, but does not have works? Can the faitf 

n save him? I And if a brother or a· sister be naked and ir 
16 want of daily food, I and one of you say to them, "Go ir 

peace, be warmed and filled," yet you do not give therr 
17 what is necessary for the body, what does it profit? So faitl 
18 too, unless it has works, is dead in itself. But someont 

will say, "Thou hast faith, and I have works." Show me 
thy faith without works, and I from my works will show 

19 thee my faith. I Thou believest that there is one God. Th,n1 
dost well. The devils also believe, and tremble. 

20 But dost thou want to know, 0 senseless man, that faitli 
21 without works is useless? Was not Abraham our fathe1 

justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son upon 

2, 7: Name: of Christ "by which you are called" Christian. 
2, 8: The royal law: of charity. See Lv 19, 18. 
2, 10-11: The law is considered as a whole (see Gal 3, 10 n). 

James does not mean that one who is guilty. of adultery is al~o 
guilty of murder. 

2, 11: See Ex 20, 13f. 
2, 12: Law of liberty: see 1, 25 o. 
2, 13: Judf!,ment: condemnation. 
2, 15 : Naked: poorly clad. 
2, 18: Someone may argue that it is perfectly correct for one per

son to have faith and another to do work. James answers: you can
not prove your faith without works, whereas from my works I can 
pro~e the activity and therefore the existence of my faith. 

2, 19: The devils exemplify well that intellectual faith alone is 
insufficient. 

2, 20: James offers proof from scripture that faith is not enough. 
2, 21: A reference to Gn 22, 9ff. 
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22 the altar? Dost thou see that faith worked along with his 
works, and by the works the faith was made perfect? 

n And the Scripture was fullilled which says, "Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as justice, 

24 and he was called the friend of God." You see that by 
2' works a man is justified, and not by faith only. In like 

manner, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, 
when she welcomed the messengers and sent them out an· 

26 other way? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith also without works is dead. 

rll. THE HAZARD OF TEACHING 

3 
1 Abuses of the Tongue Let not many of you become 

teachers, my brethren, knowing that you will receive a 
2 greater judgment. For in many things we all offend. If 

anyone does not offend In word, he is a perfect man, able also 
3 to lead round by a bridle the whole body. For if we put bits 

into horses' mouths that they may obey us, we control their 
4 whole body also. Behold, even the ships, great as they are, 

and driven by boisterous winds, are steered by a small 
' rudder wherever the touch of the steersman pleases. So 

the tongue also is a little member, but it boasts mightily. 
Behold, how small a fire-how great a forest it kindles! 

6 I And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity. The 
tongue is placed among our members, defiling the whole 
body, and setting on fire the course of our life, being itself 

7 set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, and 
of serpents and the rest, is tamed and has been tamed by 

B mankind; I but the tongue no man can tame-a restless evil, 

2, 23: See Gn 15, 6. 
2, 24: By worlu " mdn is j11stified, dnd not by f4ilh only: there is 

only en apparent contradiction between James end Paul (Rom 3, 28): 
'"Por we reckon thet a man is justified by fmth independently of the 
1Nrk1 of the Law. Paul insists that man merits salvation by faith in 
Jesus as the Messia and as God, and not by the works of the Mosaic 
Law. James insists that man merits salvation not by faith in Jesus as 
the Messie and as God alone but by works of charity also. 

2, 25: A reference to Jos 2, 4ff. 
3, I: Knowin11 ..• i11dliment: means "because you know that 

we tcachcn shall be judl!e'd with l!rcater strictness.'' 
3, 6: The tongue"s power to destroy is compared with that of 

fire. Hell: in Greek "'Gehenna," the ultimate source of the tongue·s 
evil powers. 

3, 7: And the rest: in Greek, "and sea creature." 
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9 full of deadly poison. With it we bless God the Father; 
and with it we curse men, who have been made after the 

10 likeness of God. Out of the same mouth proceed bless
ing and cursing. These things, my brethren, ought not to 

11 be so. Does the fountain send forth sweet and bitter water 
12 from the same opening? Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear 

olives, or a vine figs? So neither can salt water yield 
fresh water. 

B True Wisdom Who is wise and instructed among you? 
Let him by his good behavior show his work in the meekness 

14 of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and contentions in 
your hearts, do not glory and be liars against the truth. 

U This is not the wisdom that descends from above. It is 
16 earthly, sensual, devilish. I For where there is envy and 

contentiousness, there is instability and every wicked deed. 
17 But the wisdom that is from above is first of all chaste, 

then peaceable, moderate, docile, in harmony with good 
things, full of mercy and good fruits, without judging, 

18 without dissimulation. The fruit of justice is sown in peace 
by those who make peace. 

IV. SPECIAL ADMONITION 

4 
1 Sources of Discord Whence do wars and quarrels come 

among you? Is it not from this, from your passions, which 
2 wage war in your members? You covet and do not have; you 

kill and envy, and cannot obtain. You quarrel and wrangle, 
3 and you do not have because you do not ask. You ask 

and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may 
4 spend it upon your passions. Adulterers, do you not know 

that the friendship of this world is enmity with God? 
Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of this world 

' becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scrip
ture says in vain, "The Spirit which dwells in you covets 

6 unto jealousy"? I But he gives a greater grace. For this rea
son it says, "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the 

7 humble." Be subject therefore to God, but resist the devil, 

3, 9: God the Father: in Greek, "the Lord and Father." 
4, 4: Adulterers: a preferable reading is "unfaithful creatures." 
4, 5: This is a paraphrase of Ex 20, 3 and 5. 
4, 6: But he f,ives a !',realer !',race: God gives us more precious 

gifts than the world does. See Prv 3, 34. 
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I and he will llec from you. Draw near to God, and he will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 

P purify your heart1, you double-minded. Be sorrowful, and 
mourn, and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourn

' 10 ing, and your joy into sadness. Humble yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

'II Presumption Brethren, do not speak against one another. 
He who speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, 
speaks against the law and judges the law. But if thou 
judgest the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 

112 There is one Lawgiver and Judge, he who is able to destroy 
In and to save. But thou who judgest thy neighbor, who art 
I thou? 
: Behold now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will 
I go into such a city, and spend a year there, and trade and 

1

14 make money"; I you who do not know what will happen 
1' tomorrow. I For what is your life? It is a mist that appears 

for a little while, and then vanishes. You ought rather to 

I 

say, ''If the Lord will," and, "If we live, we will do this 
16 or that." I But now you boast in your arrogance. All such 
17 boasting is evil. Therefore he who knows how to do good, 

and does not do it, commits a sin. 

' 1 The Uniusl Rich Come now, you rich, weep and howl 
2 over your miseries which will come upon -you. Your riches 

have rotted, and your garments have become moth-eaten. 
' Your gold and silver are rusted; and their rust will be 

a witness against you, and will devour your flesh as lire 
4 does. You have laid up treasure in the last days. I Behold, 

the wages of the laborers who reaped your fields, which 
have been kept back by you unjustly, cry out; and their 

' cry has entered into the ears of the Lord of Hosts. You 
have feasted upon earth, and you have nourished your 

6 hearts on dissipation in the day of slaughter. You have 
condemned and put to death the just, and he did not 
resist you. 

4, R: Do11ble-minded: vacillating persons. 
4. 1 ~: And, "if we live, we will do this or 1ha1": in Greek, 

"we shall live and do U1is or that."' 
~. ~= The day of s/a11gh1er: this may mean the final judgment. 
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CONaUSION 

7 Patience in Affliction Be patient, therefore, bret:Men, unti 
the coming of the Lord. Behold. the farmer waits for th• 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient until it receive 

a the early and the late rain. Do you also be patient 
strengthen your hearts; for the coming of the Lord is a1 

9 hand. Do not complain against one another, brethren, thal 
you may not be judged. Behold, the judge is standing al 

10 the door. Take, brethren, as an example of labor and pa· 
tience, the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord 

11 Behold. we call them blessed who have endured. I You ha\'c 
heard of the patience of Job, and you have seen the pur· 
pose of the Lord. how the Lord is merciful and compas-

12 sionate. But above all things. my brethren, do not swear, 
either by heaven or by the earth, or any other oath; 
but let your yes be yes, your no, no; that you may not fall 
under judgment. 

13 Last Anointing, Confession and Prayer Is any one of 
you sad? Let him pray. Is any one in good spirits? Let him 

14 sing a hymn. I Is any one among you sick? Let him bring 
in the presbyters of the Church, and let them pray over 

:U him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And 
the prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will 

5, 7: The coming of t/;e Lord: probably mers to the second com-
ing of Christ. 

5, 8: See 1 Thes 2, 16. 
5, 12: See Mt 5, 33.37 n. 
5, 13: James passes from oaths (v. 12) to prayers for all circum

stances. ""If anyone is suffering"' (perhaps a better translation tlian 
"Is any one of you sad?'"), let him pray rather than complain. If 
any one is happy, let him sing a hymn to God. 

5, 14: II any one among you 1ick?: a safe presumption is that the 
text refers to bodily illness, but the degree of illness is not indicated. 
Pre1byter1 of the Church: the local ruling college of elders (see Acts 
20, 17 n). Let them pray over him: since the Greek preposition 
conveys the local sense of "'over," some experts see a possible 
allusion to an imposition of hands. Anoirzting him with oil: olive oil 
was in the ancient world a general therapeutic remedy. In the name 
of the Lord: the better interpretation of the invocation ""Lord'" is 
Jesus rather than God. 

5, 15: The prayer of faith: a prayer permeated with faith. This 
expression refers to the praying mentioned in v. 14. ""Will save·· 
and ""will raise him up"' refer to ··saving·· from death and .. raising 
up"" to health. But the early Christians knew that people died in 
spite of prayer and faith in Christ. Hence, James· words must have 
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raise him up, and if he be in sins, they shall be forgiven 
16 him. Confess, therefore, your sins to one another, and pray 

for one another, that you may be saved. For the unceasing 
17 prayer of a just man is of great avail. Elias was a man 

like ourselves, subject to the same infirmities; and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain upon the earth, and it did 

IB not rain for three years and six months. He prayed again, 
and the heavens gave rain a.ad the earth brought forth 
iu fruit. 

19 Conversion of a Sinner My brethren, if any one of you 
strays from the truth and someone brings him back, 

20 I he ought to know that he who causes a sinner to be 
brought back from his misguided way, will save his soul 
from death, a.ad will cover a multitude of sins. 

given the Christians to understand implicitly that this apparently 
iibsolute cure which he promises depends on the will of God ( l Jn 5, 
14). If he be in I ins, they Iha/I be for}!.iven him: there are two rffects 
of the ritual dCllCribed by James, a restoration to health, and forgiveness 
of sins. In conformity with previous Church tradition, the Council of 
Trent defined this passage to mean the Anointing of the Sick, as the 
sacrament is called nowadays in preference to the tenn "Extreme 
Unction.'' Recent studies have shown that using this sacrament to 
prepare sick persons for death was not its original purpose but a 
later development. The proper modern emphasis on the Anointing of 
the Sick as the sacrament of heali!IJ! physically and spiritually is, 
thereforr, much morr in agreement with James' description. 

The "sins" are grievous sins. This rite differs from the New 
Testament charism of healing insofar as the rite effects the for
giveness of sin•. 

5, 16: This is not sacramental confession before a priest but a 
public confession alike to the Confiteor in the Roman Mass. For 
similar biblical examples see Dn 9, 4ff; Mt 3, 6. Thal yo11 may be 
soveJ: "healed" (in Greek) either from bodily illness or from sin or 
fmm both, since in the Jewish mentality these two werr closely 
associated. 

5, 17: Three yeors onJ si" mon1h1: this was a round number 
colloquially used in Palestine. 3 Kgs 18, l mentions only three years. 

5, IR: See 3 Kgs 18, 42. 
5, 20: He ouJ!.hl lo know: in Greek, "let him know.'' Cover 11 

rn11/1i111Je of IinI: compare l Pt 4, 8 n. It is disputed whose sins 
are "covered," those of the sinner or of the rescuer. 



THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 
ST. PETER THE APOSTLE 

INTRODUCTION 

Although this epistle bas been traditionally attributed to St. Peter, 
its authorship is disputed. The modern trend seems to ascribe the ideas 
of the letter to Peter (1, 1; 5, 1), the actual writing, however, to 
Silvanus ( 5, 12), who is the same Silas that had been the companion 
of Paul (Acts 15, 40££). This modern opinion would best explain 
the most serious objection against Peter's authorship, for the fine 
Greek style of the epistle with its marked use of the Greek Old 
Testament is not Peter's. Neither is the influence of Paul's theology 
that permeates the epistle (see 2, 10 n), and the emphasis on the 
teaching of Christ's redemption in preference to the usual numerous 
quotations of Christ's words. 

Scholars generally hold that this epistle was written before 64 A.O., 
that is, before the beginning of Nero's per5eCUtion. The place of 
writing was Rome (see 5, 13 n for "Babylon"). The purpose of the 
letter was to encourage the Christians to keep the faith in the face of 
trials that were about to begin. Perhaps Silvanus informed Peter of their 
sufferings (5, 12). These Gentile Christians, who were living in 
Asia Minor [present-day Turkey] ( 1, 1), were also subjected to 
false teachings that cannot be identified with any known heresy. 

If Peter's authorship is shrouded in darkness, so are the facts of 
bis life after the Council of Jerusalem in 49-50 A.O. In spite of 
the inference of Eusebius, it is not proven that Peter preached in the 
places of Asia Minor that are mentioned in 1 Pt 1. Neither must 
it be taken as a certainty that he went to Corinth just because a 
group of his adherents lived there (see 1 Cor 1, 12 for "Cephas"
the Rock, Peter) . 

Turning to Rome, it is agreed nowadays: 1. That Peter was at 
Rome during the last years of bis life. 2. From literary and archeo
logical evidence it is probable that Peter (and Paul) were martyred 
at Rome during Nero's persecution (see Jn 21, 19 n), 

Matters still under discussion are: 
1. The date of Peter's arrival in Rome. (It was probably in the 

fifties, at the earliest.) 
2. The duration of Peter's ministry. (The tradition that Peter lived 

in Rome for twenty-five years is not historically reliable.) 
3. The year of Peter's (and Paul's) death. (64 or 67?) 
4. The site of Peter's execution. (Although Peter's tomb has not 

been found, it is probable that he was executed on the Vatican hi! 1.) 
As to the literary form of 1 Pt, it is commonly held to be a letter 

cast in a hortatory mold. In recent decades, some Protestant scholars-
followed by an increasing number of Catholics--have been showing 
that 1 Pt is a baptismal homily, if not entirely at least partially 
(1, 3--4, 11). The homily, dating from about 50 A.O., was given at 



I PETER1 INTRODUCTION 759 

the Easter vigil when adults were baptized. Characteristic of this 
homily is the typology of the Exodus (see 2, 4-10 and annotations), 
which means that Christian baptism was prefigured by different events 
of the Exodus; the departure from Egypt; the alliance at Mount 
Sinai; and the march in the desert toward the Promised Land. (Since 
many of the allusions to baptism are problematic, our annotations to 
the biblical text arc not a full-scale effort to support the view that 
the epistle is written in the literary form of a baptismal homily.) 

Main divisions of the First Epistle of St. Peter are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-12 
2. General Counsels of Christian Holiness, 1, 13-2, 10 
3. Particular Counsels of Christian Conduct, 2, 11--4, 6 
4. Christian Service and the Coming Judgment, 4, 7-5, 11 
'· Conclusion, 5, 12·14 



INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Greeting Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, to the sojourners 

of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and 
2 Bithynia, chosen I unto the sanctification of the Spirit ac

cording to the foreknowledge of God the Father, unto obedi
ence to Jesus Christ and the sprinkling of his blood: grace 
and peace be given you in abundance. 

5 Thanksgiving Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to his great mercy has begotten 
us again, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

4 dead, unto a living hope, I unto an incorruptible inheritance-
' undefiled and unfading, reserved for you in heaven. By the 

power of God you are guarded through faith for salvation, 
6 which is ready to be revealed in the last time. Over this you 

rejoice; though now for a little while, if need be, you are 
7 made sorrowful by various trials, I that the temper of your 

faith-more precious by far than gold which is tried by fire-
may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the reve-

8 lation of Jesus Christ. I Him, though you have not seen, 
you love. In him, though you do not see him, yet believing, 

9 you exult with a joy unspeakable and triumphant; I receiving, 
as the final issue of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

10 The prophets who foretold the grace that was to come for 
you made earnest inquiry and search concerning this sal-

11 vation. They searched what time or circumstances the Spirit 
of Christ in them was signifying, when he foretold the suf-

12 ferings of Christ, and the glories that would follow. To them 
it was revealed that not to themselves but to you they were 
ministering those things which now have been declared to 
you by those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven. Into these things angels desire to 
look. 

1, 1: DiJpersion: see ]as 1, 1 n. The provinces make up most 
of Asia Minor. The sprinkling of his blood: the Christians were 
chosen for redemption, which is here expressed by an allusion to the 
old alliance at Mount Sinai (Ex 24, 8). 

1, 7: Which is tried by fire: in Greek, "which perishes, proved 
though it is by fire." At the revelation of Jesus Christ: at the end of 
the world. 

1, 11: Spirit of Christ: according to one opinion, this expression 
refers to Jesus pre-existing before he became man. 
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I. GENERAL COUNSELS OF 

CHRISTIAN HOLINESS 

761 

u Filial Obedien(e and Pear Therefore, having girded up 
the loins of your understanding, be sober and set your hope 
completely upon that grace which is brought to you in the 

a4 revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not con
form to the lusts of former days when you were ignorant; I 

1' but as the One who called you is holy, be you also holy in 
16 all your behavior; I for it is written, "You shall be holy, be

cause I am holy." 
17 And if you invoke as Father him who without respect 

of persons judges according to each one's work, conduct 
18 yourselves with fear in the time of your sojourning. You 

know that you were redeemed from the vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers, not with perishable things, 

19 with silver or gold, I but with the precious blood of Christ, 
20 as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. Foreknown, 

indeed, before the foundation of the world, he has been 
21 manifested in the last times for your sakes. Through him 

you are believers in God who raised him up from the dead 
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope might be 
in God. 

22 Brotherly Love Now that your obedience to charity has 
purified your souls for a brotherly love that is sincere, love 

23 one another heartily and intensely. For 'you have been re
born, not from corruptible seed but from incorruptible, 
through the word of God who lives and abides forever. 

24 For, "All flesh is as grass, and all its glory as the flower of 
grass;' the grass withered, and the flower has fallen- I 

2' but the word of the Lord endures forever." 
Now this is the word of the gospel that was preached to 

you. 

1, 16: See Lv 19, 2. 
1, 17: See Rom 2, 11, "with God there is no respect of persons." 

Soiourning: on earth. 
1, 19: Compare Heb 9, 14. 
1, 20: The last limes: the Messianic times, begun by Jesus. They 

will last till the end of the world. 
1, 22: To rharity: in Greek, ""to truth." The Christians· obedience 

ID the word of God purified them. 
1, 24: See Is 40, 6-8. For the same idea see Za 1, ,_6 n. 
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2
1 Growth in Holiness Lay aside therefore all malice, and 
2 all deceit, and pretense, and envy, and all slander. Crave, as 

newborn babes, pw:e spiritual milk. that by it you may grow 
3 to salvation; I if, indeed, you have tasted that the Lord is 
4 sweet. Draw near to him, a living stone, rejected indeed by 
5 men but chosen and honored by God. Be you yourselves as 

living stones, built thereon into a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

6 tluough Jesus Christ. Hence Scripture says, "Behold, I lay in 
Sion a chief corner stone, chosen, precious; and he who believes 
in it shall not be put to shame.'' 

7 For you, therefore, who believe is this honor; but to those 
who do not believe, "A. stone which the builders rejected, 

s the same has become the head of the corner," I and, "A. 
stumbling-stone, and a rock of scandal," to those who stumble 
at the word, and who do not believe. 

9 For this also they are destined. I You, however, are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased 
people; that you may proclaim the perfections of him who 
has called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

10 You who in times past were not a people, but are now the 

2, 1-10: An exhortation to live in intimate union with Christ. 
2, 2: Newborn babes: the Christians are reborn through faith and 

baptism. Pure spfritual milk: the word of God. 
2, 3: The Lord is sweet: on this expression of spiritual intimacy, 

see Ps 33, 9ff n. 
2, 4: A Jiving stone: in an allusion to the incident in the desert 

when Moses struck the rock for water (Ex 17, 1-7). the Christians 
are urged to quench their spiritual thirst by drawing closer to Christ. 
See 1 Cor 10, 1-4 on the same theme. Rejerted by men ... a spiritual 
house: within vv. 4-5, the theme of the living stone subtly shifts 
to the theme of tbe rejected corner stone to symbolize a spiritual 
people. 

2, 5: By the metaphor of the temple ("a spiritual house"), the 
aspect of the new Christian people's dedication to God in liturgical 
worship is highlighted. 

2, 6: On the main theme of the comer stone see Is 28, 16 n. 
2, 7: For you ... is this honor: in a sense, the Jews passed on the 

privileges of a Chosen People to the Christians. See Ps 117, 22 n. 
2, B: Do not believe: in Greek, "being disobedient." For this a/Jo 

they are destined: the theme of the comer stone (v. 7) turns into 
that of the stumbling-stone (of Is B, 14) which symbolizes the 
rejection of the Chosen People. 

2, 9: See 2, 5 n. A rhosen people, • , • a purrhased people: from 
Ex 19, 5-6. A purrhased people: in Greek, "a people for (God's) 
possession." 

2, 10: In vv. 4-10 there are an extraordinary accumulation of 
Old Testament metaphors and a chain of quotations. Most of the 
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people of God; who had not obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy. 

II. PARTICULAR COUNSELS OF 
CHRISTIAN CONDUCT 

II Good Example Beloved, I exhort you as strangers and pil· 
grim.!I to abstain from carnal desires which war against the 

12 soul. Behave yourselves honorably among the pagans; that, 
whereas they slander you as evildoers, they may, through 
observing you, by reason of your good works glorify God in 
the day of visitation. 

B For the Citizen Be subject to every human creature for 
14 God's sake, whether to the king as supreme, I or to governors 

as sent through him for vengeance on evildoers and for the 
1' praise of the good. For such is the will of God, that by 

doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of fool· 
16 ish men. live as freemen, yet not using your freedom as a 
17 cloak for malice but as servants of God. Honor all men; love 

the brotherhood; fear God; honor the king. 

18 For the Slave Servants, be subject to your masters in all 
fear, not only to the good and moderate, but also to the 

19 severe. This is indeed a grace, if for consciousness of God 
20 anyone endures sorrows, suffering unjustly. For what is the 

glory if, when you sin and are buffeted, you endure it? But 
if, when you do right and suffer, you take it patiently, this 

21 is acceptable with God. Unto this, indeed, you have been 
called, because Christ also has suffer~ for you, leaving you 
an example that you may follow in his steps: 

22 "Who did no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth." 
n Who, when he was reviled, did not revile, when he 

metaphors are found in Paul's epistles. The 'luotations suggest the 
preoccupation of the early Christians with their explaining throul!h 
the Old Testammt the disbelief of the Jews in Christ. 

2. 11: S1rar1ger1 ar1d pilgrim1: these metaphors teach that the true 
homeland of Christians is heavm, but meanwhile they are only 
"strangers and pil,l!rims" on earth. 

2, 12: The day of ~i1i1a1ion: either the end of the world or the 
day of the pagans' conversion. 

2, l ': For God'1 1ake: in Greek, "for the Lord's sake." 
2, 18: Same idea as in Eph 6, 5. 
2, 20: See Mt 5, 10 on the same teaching. 
2, 22: See Is 53, 9 (part of the fourth Servant Soni!). 
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suffered, did not threaten, but yielded himself to him whc 
24 judged him unjustly; I who himself bore our sins in hi! 

body upon the tree, that we, having died to sin, might liv1 
2S to justice; and by his stripes you were healed. For you were 

as sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

3 
1 For the Wife and the Husband In like manner also lei 

wives be subject to their husbands; so that even if any de 
not believe the word, they may without word be won througl1 

2 the behavior of their wives, I observing reverently your chaste 
3 behavior. Let not theirs be the outward adornment of braid

ing the hair, or of wearing gold, or of putting on robes; I 
4 but let it be the inner life of the heart, in the imperishable

ness of a quiet and gentle spirit, which is of great price in the 
' sight of God. For after this manner in old times the holy 

women also who hoped in God adorned themselves, while be-
6 ing subject to their husbands. So Sara obeyed Abraham, 

calling him lord. You are daughters of hers when you <lo 
what is right and fear no disturbance. 

7 Husbands, in like manner dwell with your wives con· 
siderately, paying honor to the woman as to the weaker ves· 
sel, and as co-heir of the grace of life, that your prayers be 
not hindered. 

8 In Christian Charity Finally, be all like-minded, com-
9 passionate, lovers of the brethren, merciful, humble; I not 

3, 1: Let wives be 1ubject to their hu1band1: as in Ti 2, 5. The 
word: the gospel. Without word: without speaking a word. 

3, 3-4: Christian women should be more conspicuous for virtue than 
for their coiffure, jewelry, and clothes. Compare 1 Tm 2, 9-10 and ls 
3, 16-24. 

3, 6: Cal/inf!. him Lord: this reference to Gn 18, 12 is not mea11t 
to be taken literally. Do what iI rif!.ht and fear no di1turbance: this 
is an echo of the sage mentioned in Prv 3, 25 who cares about nothing 
else but to please God. However, this phrase of v. 6 is capable of 
several interpretations. 

3, 7: Weaker venel: weaker sex, physically speaking. A1 co-heir 
of the grace of life: the wife is the co-heir of the free gift of eternal 
life. That your prayer! be not hindered: the husband's prayers may not 
be heard if he mistreats his wife. 

3, 8: Finally: all classes of Christians mentioned in 2, 13-3, 7 
are now exhorted. Like-minded: united in spirit. 

3, 9: See Rom 12, 14 for the same idea. 
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rendering evil for evil, or abwe for abuse, but contrariwise, 
blessing; for unto this were you called that you might inherit 

10 a blessing. For "He who would love life, and see good days, Jet 
him refrain his tongue from evil, and h.is lips that they speak 

11 no deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do good, let 
· u him seek after peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord 

are upon the just, and his ears unto their prayers; but the 
face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

!U ln Christian Suffering And who is there to harm you, if 
114 you are zealous for what is good? But even if you suffer any

thing for justice' sake, blessed are you. So have no fear of 
11' their fear and do not be troubled. But hallow the Lord 

Christ in your hearts. Be ready always with an ans'!"er to 
everyone who asks a reason for the hope that is in you. 

116 Yet do so with gentleness and fear, having a good conscience, 
so that wherein they speak in disparagement of you they 
who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 

117 shame. For it is better, if the will of God should so will, 
111 that you suffer for doing good than for doing evil. Because 

Christ also died once for sins, the Just for the unjust, that he 
might bring w to God. Put to death indeed in the flesh, he 

111 was brought to life in the spirit, I in which also he went and 

3, 10-12: See Ps H, 13-17. 
3, 14: Blmed are yo11: see Mt 5, 10. No fear of their fear: 

trarulate, "No fClll of them." See Is 8, 12, "So have no fClll of them 
and do not be troubled." ' 

3, U: For the hope: hope is used for faith here. 
3, 18-19: He WaJ bro1111.h1 lo life in the spirit .•. preached . , • 

in prison: these verses are usually interpreted together with 4, 5-6. 
The four verses form one of the most difficult passages in the New 
Testament. The interpretation of it has differed throughout the 
centuries. The problem in question is the article of faith in the Apos
tles" Creedt "he descended into hell." The word "hell" (in the Apos
tles" Creed 1 means not the place of the damned but the place where the 
good and the evil dwell together (the sheol of the Old Testament). 
Many Catholics follow the view of St. Irenaeus that Christ "'preached" 
the heraldin,11 of redemption to the just people of the Old Testament 
includin)! those who had at first been disbelievers at the time of Noe 
(v. 20). Hence, lrenaeus maintains that Christ"s descent means more 
than '"burial"' because the text implies some sort of activity on the 
part of Christ. An articulate majority of modern Catholic scholars 
find the view of lrenaeus unsatisfactory, yet they have not unanimously 
come up with any particular opinion except that a few of them 
assert that the elaborate description of Christ's descent means nothing 
more than that Christ died. These Catholic scholars agree, nevertheless, 
that the key to the explanation lies in the thought patterDJ of 
apocryphal literature, especially in the Book of Henoch. 
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20 preached to those spirits that were in prison. These in times 
past had been disobedient when the patience of God waited 
in the days of Noe while the ark was building. In that ark 

21 a few, that is, eight souls were saved through water. Its 
counterpart, Baptism, now saves you also (not the putting 
off of the filth of the flesh, but the inquiry of a good con
science after God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ; \ 

22 who is at the right hand of God, swallowing up death th~t 
we might be made heirs of eternal life; for he went into 
heaven, Angels, Powers and Virtues being made subject to 
him. 

4 . 
1 In Christian Faithfulness Since Christ therefore has suf-

fered in the flesh, do you also arm yourselves with the same 
intent; because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased 

2 from sins; I that during the rest of his time in the flesh he 
may live no longer according to the lusts of men, but according 

3 to the will of God. For sufficient is the time past for those 
to have accomplished the desire of the pagans, walking, as 
they did, in dissipation, lusts, drunkenness, revellings, ca-

4 musings and unlawful worship of idols. They are amazed 
that you do aot run with them into the same flood of 

s dissipation, and they abuse you. But they will render an ac
count to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 

6 For to this end was the gospel preached even to the dead, 
that they may be judged indeed as mea ia flesh but may 
live as God lives in spirit. 

3, 20: Eight souls: "Noe and his sons, Sem, Ham and Japheth. 
Noe's wife and the three wives of Noe's sons" (Gn 7, 13). 

3, 21: The common feature in the comparison between the flood 
and baptism (the flood is a prefigurement of baptism) is Christ's 
descent and his proclamation of victory over Satan (Reicke). No! 
the putting off ... Jesus Christ: baptism does not save insofar as 
the water used at the ceremony removes the dirt from the body; but 
baptism saves insofar as it symbolizes an appeal to God for a clear 
conscience through Jesus Christ's resurrection. 

3, 22: Swallowing up death ... eternal life: textual critics delete 
this passage because it is only in the Vulgate and not in the Greek 
text. Angels, Powers and Virtues: the heavenly powers (see Eph l, 
20-21 n). 

4, 1-2: Christ's sufferings were beneficial, and so can ours be if 
we suffer with the same dispositions as he did. 

4, 5-6: See 3, 18-19 n. 
4, 5: To him: to Christ. The living and the dead: this phrase is 

often interpreted to mean all mankind. 
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Ill. CHRISTIAN SERVICE AND THE 
COMING JUDGMENT 

767 

7 Mutual Ch•rity But the end of all things is at band. Be 
8 prudent therefore and watchful in prayers. But above all 

things have a constant mutual charity among yourselves; for 
' ~harity covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one an-

10 other without murmuring. According to the gift that each 
has received, administer it to one another as good stewards 

11 of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let it be as 
with words of God. If anyone ministers, let it be as from 
the strength that God furnishes; that in all things God may 
be honored through Jesus Christ, to whom are the glory aod 
the dominion forever. Amen. 

12 Blessings of Persecution Beloved, do not be startled at the 
trial by lire that is taking place among you to prove you, as 

U if something strange were happening to you: I but rejoice, 
in so far as you are partakers of the sufferings of Christ, that 
you may also rejoice with exultation in the revelation of his 

14 glory. If you are upbraided for the name of Christ, blessed 
will you be, because the honor, the glory and the power of 

n God and his Spirit rest upon you. Let none of you suffer as 
a murderer, or a thief, or a slanderer, or as one coveting what 

16 belongs to others. But if he suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed, but let him glorify God UJ1der this name. 

17 For the time has come for the judgment to begin with the 
household of God; but if it begin first with us, what will 

4, 7: 'The early Christi11.111 believed in the imminence of Christ"s 
second coming. 

4, 8: M11111al <hari17: In Greek, "earnest charity." For <harily 
roverI " m11/1i111de of sins: two of several probable interpretations of 
this popular saying from Prv 10, 12 are: 1. A charitable person does 
not speak about the sins of othen. 2. Love atones for the many faults 
of the lover. 

4, 10: See 1 Cor 12, 7ff for an elaboration of this idea. 
4, 11 : A preacher should speak with the authority from God. 

Minis1ers: a refermce to almsgivin11, or to any service. 
4, 12: Trial by fire: some kind of violent sufferin11. See 1, 7. 
4, 14: Berauu 1he honor ... of God •.. res/ upon you: a 

better rendition, based on various Greek readinl!S, may be: "because 
the Spirit of 11lory and the Spirit of God rest upon you." 

4, I~: As one wvelinp,: in Greek, this means one who meddles in 
the affairs of others. 

4, 17: If Christi11.111 are to suffer much, unbelievers will suffer 
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be the end of those who do not believe the gospel of God? 
18 And if the just man scarcely will be saved, where will the 
19 impious and the sinner appear? Therefore let them also who 

suffer according to the will of God co=end their souls in 
well-doing to a faithful Creator. 

' 1 For the Ministry Now I exhort the presbyters among you-
L your fellow-presbyter and witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, the partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed 

2 in time to come I -tend the flock of God which is among 
you, governing not under constraint, but willingly, according 

3 to God; nor yet for the sake of base gain, but eagerly; I nor 
yet as lording it over your charges, but becoming from the 

4 heart a pattern to the flock. And when the Prince of the 
shepherds appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory. 

' Counsels tfJ the Ltity Likewise, you who are younger, be 
subject to the presbyters. And all of you practise humility 
towards one another; for, "God resists the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble." 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of 
7 God, that he may exalt you in the time of visitation; I cast 
s all your anxiety upon him. because he cares for you. Be SO· 

ber, be watchful! For your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
9 lion, goes about seeking someone to devour. Resist him. stead-

more. The Household of God: similar to "a spiritual house" of v. ~
Who do not believe: in Greek, "who do not obey.'" 

4, 18: Taken from Prv 11, 31 according to the Greek, not the 
Hebrew. 

4, 19: Compare Ps 30, 6, "Into your hands I commend my spirit 
•.. 0 Lord.'" 

5, 1: Fellow-presbyt": fellow-priest or bishop. 
5, 2: According to God: another Greek reading is, "as God 

would have you.'" · 
5, 3: From the heart: not in the Greek text. 
5, 4: The Prince of the Shepherds: in Greek, "the chief shepherd" 

the only time this is used for Jesus in the New Testament. Compa;e 
"the good shepherd"" of Jn 10, 11 and ""the great shepherd of the 
sheep,'" Heb 13, 20. 

5, 5: You who are youn!!."' the reference may be to younger 
people in regard to their ecclesiastical superiors, or to younger 
ministers in regard to high members of the "hierarchy."" The 
quotation is from the Greek version of Prv 3, 34. 

5, 6: In the time of visitation: in Greek, "in due time." 
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fast in the faith, knowing that the same suffering befalls your 
lo brethren all over the world. But the God of all grace, who 

has called us unto his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will 
himself, after we have suffered a little while, perfect, strength-

11 en and establish us. To lllm is the dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 

CONCLUSION 

12 Farewell By Silvanus, the faithful brother as I account 
him, I have written to you thus briefly, exhorting and testi
fying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firmly in it 

13 The chwch which is at Babylon, chosen together with you, 
14 greets you; and so does my son Mark. Greet one another 

with a holy kiss. Grace be to you all who are in Christ. Amen. 

5, 10: Call6d 111: in Greek, '"called you.'" A li11/e while: another 
refe~nce to the imminent second coming of Christ as in 4, 7. 

5, 12: Si/11ar1111: see Introduction to this epistle. 
5, 13: The Ch11r,h: in Greek, '"She."' Babylon: it is generally 

e~ree<l upon that this was e symbolic name for Rome in first century 
apocalyptic writings by Jews and Christians (see Ap 14, 8 n). 
Mark: the evangelist. 

5, 14: Gra(B: in Greek, "peace." 



THE SECOND EPISTLE OF 

ST. PETER 

INTRODUCTION 

From "this is now the second epistle" (2 Pt 3, 1) it would seem 
that the readers of this epistle were the same as those of the first, 
namely, the communities of Asia Minor (present-day Turkey) that 
are mentioned in 1 Pt 1, 1. The purpose of the second epistle is 
also similar to that of the first, i.e., to give, in the main, a paternal 
warning against false teachers. Some of the erroneous doctrines of these 
false teachers concerned freedom (2, 19) and the denial of Christ's 
second coming ( 3, 4ff). Their errors, however, are vaguely pointed 
out and cannot be identified with any known heresy. 

One of the major problems of 2 Pt is its relationship with the 
epistle of St. Jude. Nineteen of the twenty-five verses that make up 
the epistle of St. Jude are found, in whole or in part, in 2 Pt. The 
repetition of words and ideas is augmented by the parallel develop
ment of ideas. (Compare Jude 1, 3-18 with 2 Pt 1, 5 and 2, 1-18.) 
The specific question is: who borrowed from whom, or who wrote 
first? One standard of judgment in questions of literary dependence is 
that the borrower usually elaborates or clarifies the original. Actually, 
2 Pt seems to elaborate on Jude. Hence the majority view is that 2 
Pt borrowed from Jude. In other words, the epistle of St. Jude was 
written first. (The annotations will indicate the borrowings.) 

Of more importance than that of dependence on Jude is the problem 
of authorship. The conservatives champion the Petrine authorship. 
They find supporting evidence in 2 Pt 1, 1 where the author calls 
himself Peter. In 1, 16-18, the author claims to have been at the 
Transfiguration. In 3, 1 the inspired writer alludes to his first 
epistle (presumably the first epistle of Peter). In 3, 5 the author 
asserts equal apostolic authority with St. Paul. Those who subscribe to 
this opinion set down 64-67 A.D. as the probable date of composition. 

Many modern scholars, on the other hand, suggest that 2 Pt is a 
pseudonymous work and attributed to Peter by its author. Some of 
the arguments on which these scholars base themselves are: 1. In 
flagrant opposition to the affirmation in the epistle that Peter is the 
author, St. Jerome writes of the current disbelief in his day that Peter 
was its author. 2. Scholars often interpret that the repeated doubts of 
the second coming of Christ referred to in 2 Pt ( 3, 3-4, and in other 
New Testament passages) arose after 70 A.D. because the early 
Christians had believed in a close connection between the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the end of the world (Mt 24, 2-3). Since in 2 Pt 
the doubting of Christ's second coming is mentioned several times, 
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. must have occurred quite 
some time prior to this doubting. 3. In view of the majority opinion 
that 2 Pt depended on Jude's epistle--which, according to many, 
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w .. composed after 67 A.D.-Peter, who died between 64-07, could 
DOI have written the second epistle. 

Who, then, w .. the author? The opinion of the modem scholars 
postulates that the writer w .. either a disciple who completed a work 
of Peter, incorporating into it adaptations from the epistle of Jude, or 
an inspired author who .. sumed the name of Peter to adorn his 
writing with the authority of the prince of the apostles. Proposed as 
date of composition are: 80, 90-95, the early second century and, 
according to several Protestants, 120-180. The Catholics who hold a 
second century date for the writing of 2 Pt would oppose the view 
that revelation ended with the death of the last apostle (about 100 
A.D.) because they would interpret "apostle" in a broader sense 
than just to mean the twelve apostles. This interpretation takes these 
scholars also well into the second century. 

The obvious difference in vocabulary and style used in the first 
and second epistle of Peter has struck many scholars. 2 Pt is written 
in a bookish, artificial Greek style. Its author likes rare words, he 
repeats words that have en especially beautiful sound, and he uses 
apparently incorrect expressions. 



INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 Greeting Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus 

Christ, to those who have obtained an equal privilege of 
faith with ourselves through the justice of our God and 

2 Savior Jesus Christ. May grace and peace be given you in 
abundance in the knowledge of our Lord. 

I. CHRISTIAN VIRTUE-

ITS NECESSITY AND MOTIVES 

~ Life of a Christi.an For indeed his divine power has granted 
us all things pertaining to life and piety through the knowl
edge of him who has called us by his own glory and power I 

4 -through which he has granted us the very great and pre
cious promises, so that through them you may become par
takers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corrup

' tion of that lust which is in the world. Do you accordingly 
on your part strive diligently to supply your faith with vir-

6 tue, your virtue with knowledge, I your knowledge with self
control, your self-control with patience, your patience with 

7 piety, I your piety with fraternal love, your fraternal love. 
with charity. 

8 Necessity of Virtue For if you possess these virtues and 

1, 1: Simon: see Acts 15, 14 n. Petet" •.• an apo1tle: see Introduc
tion to this epistle on the problem of pseudonymity. To tho1e: the 
reference is to the Christians. 

1, 2: Knowled[!,e: the knowledge of Jesus and of God (v. 3) is 
emphasized as a means of salvation, perhaps as a corrective to the 
false teachers. 

1, 3: "His" and "him" refer to "our Lord" in v. 2. Life: eternal 
life. Glory: during his earthly ministry, Jesus called all men to him 
through the external signs of his divinity, e.g., his miracles. 

1, 4: PromiJei: of eternal life ( 1 Pt 1, 3-5) or of the second 
coming (see 2 Pt 3, vv. 4, 9-10, 12-13). So that throu[!,h them ..• 
in the world: a preferable reading is: "that through them you may 
escape from the corruption that is in the world because of lust and 
become partakers of the divine nature." The last phrase refers to 
participation through sanctifying grace. 

1, 5: Do you accordin[!,ly on your part: in Greek, "for this very 
reason." The "reason" refers to all that Christ has granted us (vv. 3-4). 

1, 6-7: There is no intended gradation of virtues. 
1, 8: For if you poJJeJJ . . . render: in Greek, "for if these 

things are yours and increase, they render •• .'' 
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they abound in. you, they will render you neither inactive nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 For he who lacks them is blind, groping his way, and has 
10 forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. There

fore, brethren, strive even more by good works to make 
your calling and election sure. For if you do this, you will 

11 not fall into sin at any time. Indeed, in this way will be 
amply provided for you the entrance into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

12 Therefore I shall begin to remind you always of these 
things; although indeed you know them and are well es-

13 tablished in the present truth. As long as I am in this 
tabernacle, I think it right to arouse you by a reminder, 

14 I knowing u I do that the putting off of my taber
nacle is at hand, just as our Lord Jesus Christ signified 

u to me. Moreover I will endeavor that even after my death 
you may often have occasion to call these things to mind. 

16 Sovereignty of Christ For we were not following fictitious 
tales when we made known to you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 

17 grandeur. For he received from God the Father honor and 
glory, when from out the majestic glory a voice came down 
to him, speaking thus: 

"This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." 
18 And this voice we ourselves heard borne from heaven 

when we were with him on the holy mount. 
19 And we have the word of prophecy, Jurer still, to which 

I, 9: Groping: in Greek, "seeing only what is near.'' Cleanud: 
through baptism. 

I, 10: By good work1: not in the Greek. You will not fall inlo tin 
Ill any lime: this does not mean that the inspired writer believes in 
impeccability. He may mean: the danger of falling into sin diminishes 
in the measure that one practices Christian virtues. Compare 1 Jn 3, 
6 n. 

I, 13: Tabernacle: in Greek, "tent" and it means the body. 
1, 14: See Jn 21, 18 non Christ's prediction of the death of Peter. 
1, I~ : Th.is verse may refer to measures for the circulation of the 

epistle, or it may be an allusion to the Gospel of Mark, for Peter 
told Mark orally many things about the life and deeds of Jesus. 

I, 16-18: The hope in the second coming of Jesus was no fictitious 
tale because "Peter" saw the transfiguration that foreshadowed the 
splmdor of Christ's return. 

1, 17: See Mt 17, 1-8 n on the transfiguration. 
I, I H: The holy mo uni: of the transfiguration. See Mk 9, 1 n. 
1, 19: The word of prophecy: besides the transfiguration as a 

guarantee of the second coming, there are the Old Testament prophecies 
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you do well to attend, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

20 hearts. This, then, you must understand first of all, that 
no prophecy of Scripture is made by private interpretation. 

21 For not by will of man was prophecy brought at any time; 
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit. 

II. FALSE TEACHERS 

2 
1 Punishment of Lying Teachers But there were false 

prophets also among the people, just as among you there will 
be lying teachers who will bring in destructive sects. They even 
disown the Lord who bought them, thus bringing upon them-

2 selves swift destruction. And many will follow their wanton 
3 conduct, and because of them the way of truth will be ma

ligned. And out of greed they will with deceitful words use 
you for their gain. Their condemnation, passed of old, is not 
made void, and their destruction does not slumber. 

4 Warning from the Past For God did not spare the angels 
when they sinned, but dragged them down by infernal ropes 
to Tartarus, and delivered them to be tortured and kept in 

that did not directly predict the second coming of Christ but were 
reinterpreted in relation to the second coming as explained in Acts 3, 
21 n. Lamp shining in a dark place: the Christians are to heed the 
'"Old Testament prophecies'" because they shine like a lamp in a 
dark place in the period preceding Christ's second coming. Day dawns 
•.. morning star: allusions to the splendor of the second coming. 

1, 20-21: Although the sacred writer exhorts the Christians to heed 
the '"Old Testament prophecies" relative to the second coming ( v. 19), 
the modem reader must not think that it was easy for them to 
interpret these Old Testament passages. 

1, 20: Is made by private interpretations: no prophecy (of the 
Old Testament) is left up to one"s personal explanation. 

2, 1: Among the people: of the ancient Hebrews. Bought: redeemed 
as in 1 Pt 1, 18. 

2, 2: The way of truth: Christ's teachings. 
2, 3: Their condemnation ... does not slumber: see Jude 1, 4 n. 
2, 4-10: The condemnation of the false teachers (v. 3) recalls the 

role of divine justice in the punishment of the rebellious angels, 
the deluge, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorra. 

2, 4: For par see Jude 1, 6 n. But dragged them down ... for 
judgment: a preferable translation from the Greek is: ""but cast them 
down to Tartarus and delivered them to the dark pits to await 
judgment" Tartarus: this rare biblical term comes from Greek 
mythology, according to which the name Tartarus was given to the 
subterranean abode where the Titans and the enemies of the gods were 
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' custody for judgment. Nor did he spare the ancient world, 
but preserved (with seven others) Noe a herald of justice, 
when he brought a flood upon the world of the impious. 

6 And he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
to destruction, reducing them to ashes, thus making them 
an example to those who in the future should live impiously; I 

7 whereas he delivered just Lot, who was distressed by the 
B lawless behavior of the wicked. For by what that just man 

saw and heard while dwelling among them, they tormented 
9 his just soul day after day with their wicked deeds. The 

Lord knows how to deliver the God-fearing from temptation 
and to reserve the wicked for torment on the day of 

10 judgment, I but especially those who follow the flesh in 
unclean Just and despise authority. 

11 The Vices of Heresy Rash and self-willed, such men 
in their deriding do not regard majesty; I whereas angels, 
though greater in strength and power, do not bring against 

12 themselves an abusive charge. But these men, like irrational 
animals created by nature for capture and destruction, deride 
what they do not understand, and will perish in their own 

U corruption, I receiving thereby the recompense of their 
wrongdoing. They regard as pleasure their daylight revelry; 
they are spots and blemishes, they abound in wantonness 

14 while banqueting with you. They have eyes full of adultery 
and turned unceasingly towards sin. They entice unstable 
souls; they have their hearts exercised in covetousness; they 

1' are children of a curse. They have forsaken the right way 
and have gone astray; they have followed the way of 
Balaam, the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of wrong-

16 doing. But he was rebuked for his madness; a dumb beast 
of burden spoke with the voice of a man and checked 
the folly of the prophet. 

17 These men are springs without water and mists driven 

punished. Jews and Christians gradually adopted the word Tartarus 
to signify that section of 1heol where the fallen angels and sinners 
were punished. Tartarus finally acquired the meaning of the term 
"hell" used by Christians. 

2, ~: Compare I Pt 3, 20. 
2, 6: See par Jude I, 7. 
2, JO: Deridinx ..• maje11y: "angels." For par see Jude 1, 8 o. 
2, JI: For par sec Jude 1, 9 n. 
2, 12: For par see Jude J, 10 n. 
2, 13: For par see Jude I, 12 n. 
2, D: Balaam: as in Jude 1, 11. 
2, 17: See par Jude 1, 12-13. 
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by storms; the blackness of darkness is reserved for them. 
1e For by high-sounding, empty words they entice with sen

sual allurements of carnal passion those who are just escap· 
19 ing from such as live in error. They promise them freedom, 

whereas they themselves are the slaves of corruption; for 
by whatever a man is overcome, of this also he is the slave. 

20 For if after escaping the defilements of the world through 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they 
are again entangled therein and overcome, their latter state 

21 has become worse for them than the former. For it were 
better for them not to have known the way of justice, than 
having known it, to turn back from the holy commandment 

22 delivered to them. For what that true proverb says has 
happened to them, "A dog returns to his vomit," and. "'A 
sow even after washing wallows in the mire." 

3 
1 The Second Coming This, beloved, is now the second 

epistle that I am writing to you wherein I stir up your 
2 pure mind to remembrance, I that you may be mindful of 

what I formerly preached of the words of the holy prophets 
and of your apostles, which are the precepts of the Lord and 

3 Savior. This first you must know, that in the last days there 
will come deceitful scoffers, men walking according to their 

4 own lusts, I saying, "Where is the promise or his coming? 
For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 

2, 18: See par Jude 1, 16. Those who are just escapinJ!. ••• eYYor: 
those Christian converts who just began to abandon their former 
pagan ways. 

2, 19: Freedom: see Jude 1, 4 n on the same error. By whatever a 
man .•• is the slave: reminiscent of Jn 8, 34: "everyone who com
mits sin is a slave of sin." 

2, 20: See a similar idea in Mt 12, 45. 
2, 21: Compare Lk 12, 47-48. 
2, 22a: From Prv 26, 11. 
2, 22b: From a nonbiblical source. 
3, 1: The second epistle: a probable reference to 1 Pt (see Intro

duction to this epistle). 
3, 2: Of what I formerly preached ... of the Savior: a preferable 

reading of the Greek is: "of the predictions of the holy prophets and 
the precepts of the Lord and Savior through your apostles." See par 
Jude 1, 17. 

3, 3: See par Jude 1, 18. 
3, 4: The scoffers doubt the second coming of Jesus. See the 

second reason in the Introduction why this epistle is pseudonymous. 
Pa1hers fell asleep: the first generation of Christians died and still 
Jesus bas not returned, say the false teachers. AJI things continue 
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' were from the beginning of creation." For of this they are 
willfully ignorant, that there were heaven& long ago, and 
an earth formed out of water and by water through the 

6 word of God. By these means the world that then was, 
7 deluged with water, perished. But the heavens that now are, 

and the earth, by that same word have been stored up, heing 
reserved for lire against the day of judgment and destruc
tion of ungodly men. 

8 But, beloved, do not be ignorant of this one thing, that 
one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a 

P thousand years as one day. The Lord does not delay in his 
promises, but for your sake is long-suffering, not wishing 
thal any should perish but that all should turn to re-

10 pentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; 
at that time the heavens will pass away with great violence, 
and the elements will be dissolved with heat, and the 
earth, and the works that are in it, will be burned up. 

• • . rwuion: the false teachers point to the sameness of the world 
In support of their denial of the second coming. 

3, ~-7: The scoffers purposely ignore that the world ("heavens ... 
and on earth") was created by the word of God (Gn 1, 1-9) and then 
perished through the deluge (2 Pt 3, 6). The sacred author "refutes" 
the charge of the sameness "lrom the beginning of creation" (v. 4). 
Furthermore, God's word preserves the world but he can destroy it 
again (v. 7). Fire: see 3 lOb-13 n. 

3, 8: Time is judged differently by God than by men is the reply to 
those who scoff at the long wait for Christ's second coming. 

3, 9: Jesus does not delay his second coming, he merely wants to 
give everyone a chance to repent before his return. , 

The verse alludes to the Jewish idea that sin delays the coming 
but holiness hastens it. See this idea also in Acts 3, 20. 

3, 10: Bui 1he day . . . as a 1hief: the same teaching as in the 
synoptic Gospels (Mt 24, 42f). 

3, lOb-13: The majority Catholic opinion apparently interprets 
"lire" in the literal sense. The second coming will be accompanied by 
the end of the world through material lire. One main reason for this 
interpretation is the inspired author's insistence on lire. 

Few Catholics interpret lire in the Old Testament metaphorical 
sense of God's judgment at the end of the world. They propose that 
just as "water" was used as the wrapper to teach the creation of the 
world, so "lire" was used to teach the destruction of the world. Be
sides, the problem of how the world will end is scientific rather than 
biblical. . 

Re11ardless of the two opinions, the notion of the end of the world 
throu11h lire was as common to Palestinians, including the writers of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls at Qumran, as to those outside of Palestine, in
cludin11 the Stoics. The notion is familiar to us in the Latin hymn 
Dies lrae and Verdi's Requiem. 

As re!lards the second major problem in vv. tOb-13, the renewal of 
the world (or the "new heavens and a new earth" v. 13). the better 
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11 Seeing therefore that all these things are to be dissolved, 
what manner of men ought you to be in holy and piou! 

12 behavior, I you who await and hasten towards the cominp 
of the day of God, by which the heavens, being on fire, 
will be dissolved and the elements will melt away by reason 

13 of the heat of the fire! But we look for new heavens and 
a new earth, according to his promises, wherein dwelil 
justice. 

CONCLUSION 

14 Exhortation, Doxology Therefore, beloved, while you 
look for these things, endeavor to be found by him without 

U spot and blameless, in peace. And regard the long-sufferinµ 
of our Lord as salvation. Just as our most dear brothe1 
Paul also, according to the wisdom given him, has written 

16 to you, I as indeed he did in all his epistles, speaking in 
them of these things. In these epistles there are certain 
things dif!icult to understand, which the unlearned and the 
unstable distort, just as they do the rest of the Scriptures 
also, to their own destruction. 

17 You therefore, brethren, since you know this before
hand, be on your guard lest, carried away by the error of 

18 the foolish, you fall away from your own steadfastness. But 
grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory, both now and to the 
day of eternity. Amen. 

Catholic opinion seems t<:> _interpret this renewal in the metaphorical 
sense of a i:noral and spmtual transformation (see Is 65, 17-25 n) 
rather than rn the m~ter1al sense (see Ap 21, 1-2 n). 

3,,.14: BlameleJI, rn Peace: the universal fue is intended only for 
the ungodly" (v. 7). 

3, 15: See v. 9. 
3, 16: The reJt of the Scriptures: this is a classical passage showing 

how the sacred writer equates Paul's epistles with the inspired Old 
Testament. 

3, 17: The fooli1h: in Greek, "the lawless." 



THE FIRST 
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EPISTLE OF 
THE APOSTLE 

INTRODUCTION 

Mo1t modem Kholan agree that the fourth Gospel and the first 
epilltle of SL John were written by the same author. The two works 
are similar io theological ideas, voabulary, and style. Coosequently, 
the 1ame period (io the nineties) ill often suggested for the com
position of both. Most commentators, however, believe that John's 
Gospel was written at an eazlier date thaa the first epistle of John. 

Since the recipients of the letter are not specified, and because of 
the general nature of its content, many scholars assume that it was 
intended for the entire church rather than for a group of communities 
of the church in the region which today is western Turkey. 

Closely connected with the question of the author's audience is the 
problem of the epistle's purpose. The inspired writer does not specify 
the false doctrine spread by the false teachers, who are called 
Antichrist three times, but he alludes to their many errors. Yet, 
because hill writing about the false doctrine remains too general, 
there ill oo agreement oo the specific purpose of the epistle. Sec 2, 
23 D. 

All scholan admit the great difficulty of dividing the epistle, for 
ideas run into each other and repetitions are abundaoL There are as 
many divisions of thill epistle as there are scholars because, usually, 
none of them attempts to divide according to the mind of the inspired 
writer but according to clarity for present-day readers. (For the sake 
of convenience, the division below follows the tCJCt according to 
the CCD.) 

Maio divisions of the Pint Epistle of SL John. are: 
1. Introduction, 1, 1-4 
2. God Is Light, 1, ,_2, 27 
3. God Is Justice, 2, 28--4, 6 
4. God Is Love, 4, 7-~. 17 
5. Coodusioo, 5, 18-21 
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INTRODUCTION 

1 
1 The Witness to the Word of Life I write of what was 

from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked upon and our hands 

2 have handled: of the Word of Life. And the Life was made 
kaowa and we have seen, and now testify and announce to 
you. the Life Eternal which was with the Father, and has ap· 

5 peared to us. What we have seen and have heard we an· 
nounce to you, in order that you also may have fellowship 
with us, and that our fellowship may be with the Father, 

4 and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to 
you that you may rejoice, and our joy may be full 

I. GOD IS LIGHT 

5 Walk in -Light And the message which we have heard 
from him and announce to -you, is this: that God is light, 

6 and in him is no darkness. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and are not practising 

7 the truth. But if we walk in the light as he also is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 

1, 1-2: The sacred writer speaks authoritatively about Jesus. 
1, 1: The unnamed writer asserts that he is writing of Jesus who 

"was from the beginning" of time (see John's Gospel, l, 11 ), and that 
he heard, saw, and touched Jesus, "the Word of Life." (See Jn 1, 
14 o on the "Logos.") 

1, 2: The Word, Jesus, is presented as "Life Eternal." Life E1ernal 
••. appeared lo UJ: see the same idea in Jn 5, 26 and 17, 5. 

l, 3-4: Fellow1hip: the inspired author wants his readers to share 
with him in Jesus Christ's eternal life and thus receive joy. 

1, 3: This verse says the same as Jn 17, 21. 
1, 4: See Jn 15, 11. 
1, 5: God i1 /if.hi: since Jesus and his Father are of the same nature 

(v. 3), what is true of the Son ("I am the light of the world," sec 
Jn 8, 12 n) is true of the Father. Darknen: "light" means the revela
tion given by God, and "darkness" is the absence of the revelation of 
truth and goodness. 

l, 6: The verse may be paraphrased thus: if we say that we share 
God's life and simultaneously live sinfully, we are lying, and not liv
ing according to God's revelation of truth. See Jn 3, 21 and 12, 35. 

1, 7: The meaning is : if we live according to God's truth 
("light"), then we are united with one another, and Christ redeems 
us from sin through his crucifixion. 
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• If we say that we have oo sin, we deceive ourselves, 
' and the truth is not in w. If we acknowledge our sins, 

he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
10 w from all iniquity. If we say that we have not sinned, we 

make him a liar, a.od his word is not in us. 

My dear children, these things I write to you in order 
that you may not sin. But if anyone sins, we have an advo-

2 cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the just; I and he is a 
propitiation for our sins, not for ours only but also for 
those of the whole world. 

' Observe the CommtJndmenls-Especi4lly Charity And 
by this we can be sure that we know him, if we keep his 

4 commandments. He who says that he knows him, and does 
not keep his commandments, is a liar and the truth is not in 

' him. But he who keeps his word, in him the love of God is 
truly perfected; and by this we know that we are in him. 

41 He who says that he abides in him, ought himself also to 
walk just as he walked. 

7 Beloved, no new commandment am I writing to you, 
but an old commandment which you had from the beginning. 
The old commandment is the word which you have heard. 

B Again, a new commandment I am writing to you, and this is 
true both in him and in you. Because the darkness has passed 

1/ 8: Many scholan believe that this verse alludes to heretics who 
pro ess some kind of impeccability. 

1, 10: If we claim to be sinless, we are thereby saying that God is 
a liar because he sent his Son to redeem us from sin. We would not 
be livins according to truth (""Word""). 

2, I: De11r children: this form of address is found seven times in 
1 Jn and once in John's Gospel ( 13, 33). Ad~ocate: see Jn 14, 16 n. 

2, 2: Propi1ia1io11: expiation or atonement through Christ's sacrifice. 
2, 3-4: See Jn 14, n n for the same idea. 
2, 3: Know: love. 
2, ~: See Jn 14, 23. Word: synonymous with "commandments" in 

v. 4. We are in him: we are united with God. 
2, 6: W4'Ai: live. 
2, 7: The old commandment of love refers to the "new command

ment" of Jesus that every Christian is taught. See Jn 13, 34 n. 
2, 8: The "old commandment" (of v. 7) remains "'new" in Jesus 

(""in him") insofar as he is a ~ exemplar of love, and the old 
commandment remains new in Christians since their former evil 
ways of sin ("darkness") have given way to virtuous ways ("light"). 
There arc different explanations of this verse. In you: a better 
punctuation would be a comma instead of a period after "you." 
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away and the true light is now shining. He who says that 
9 he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in the darkness 

10 still. He who loves his brother abides in the light, and for 
11 him there is no stumbling. But he who hates his brother 

is in the darkness, and walks in the darkness, and he does not 
know whither he goes; because the darkness has blinded 
his eyes. 

12 Reasons for Writing I am writing to you, dear children, 
because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. 

BI am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who 
is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, 

14 because you have conquered the evil one. I am writing to you, 
little ones, because you know the Father. I am writing to you, 
fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I am writing to you, young men, because you are strong 
and the word of God abides in you, and you have con-

15 quered the evil one. Do not love the world, or the things 
that are in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 

16 of the Father is not in him; I because all that is in the world 
is the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life; which is not from the Father, but from the 

2, 9: He who says that he loves God ("is in the light") yet hates 
his brother lives according to his former pagan ways. See Jn 8, 12 n 
on "light" and "darkness." 

2, 10: See Jn 11, 10. 
2, 11: He who is uncharitable is so blinded that he loses the 

facility of living charitably. W alkI in the dark11eII: this expression 
is also found in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

2, 12-14: The identity of the three groups (children, fathers, young 
men, in vv. 12-13 and in v. 14) is disputed. It is not clear whether 
the trio, which is more poetically repeated in v. 14, distinguishes 
three groups or whether only two classes of believers are meant, fathers 
and young men, who are jointly called "dear children" in v. 12 and 
"little ones" in v. 14. 

2, 12: An assurance that sins are forgiven through the power of 
Jesus. Here and in the subsequent verses the assurance may be an 
allusion to false teachings. 

2, 13: The fathers (older Christians) are assured of their correct 
knowledge of Jesus (see 1, 1). 

2, 14: Becauie you know the Father: the readers are assured of 
their correct knowledge of God the Father. 

2, 15: In both the Gospel of John and in this letter "world" is 
used to mean all human forces spearheaded by Satan, "the prince of 
the world" (see Jn 16, 11 ), in opposition to God"s love. 

_2, 16: The lust of th~ flesh: the common interpretation explains 
this phrase as the longing for the abuse of eating, drinking, and 
sexual intercourse. The lu1t of the eye I: rassions provoked by looking 
unseemly at sensual things. The pride o life: "pride" in Greek here 
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17 world. And the world with its lust is passing away, but he 
who does the will of God abides forever. 

11 Against Poise T eacbers Dear children, it is the last hour; 
and as you have heard that Antichrist is coming, so now 
many antichrists have arisen; whence we know that it is 

Ill the last hour. They have gone forth from us, but they were 
not of us. For if they had been of us, they would surely have 
continued with us; but they were to be made manifest, that 

20 not one of them is of us. But you have an anointing from 
21 the Holy One and you know all things. I have not written 

to you as to those who do not know the truth, but as to 
those who know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 

22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? 
He is the Antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 

2' / No one who disowns the Son has the Father. He who 

means the lowest forms of vanity (insolence, '"showing off') that 
mult from '"life," i.e., material wealth or lavish living. 

2, 18: // i1 1he /aJI hour: the "last hour" ex.tends from the time of 
Jesus, the Messia, to his second coming at the end of the world. Al 
you hav• h•ard 1ha1 An1irhri11 iJ (Ominr.: the Christians already 
knew that the Antichrist would arrive before the end of the worlo 
(2 Thes 2, 3-4). So now many an1irhri111 have ariien: whether 2 
Thcs 2, 3-4 mean one antichrist or many antichrists is not certain; 
here several are meant. 

2, 19: The antichrists of v. 18 aie apostatized teachers who had 
never been true Christians. 

2, 20: Because the Christians received the 'Holy Spirit ("an 
anointing"") from God or Jesus ("the Holy One"), they know the 
true teaching as opposed to the false teaching of the apostates (see 
Jn 14, 26). 

2, 22: fe1u1iJ1he Chrisl: Jesus is the Messia. 
2, 23: Sec Jn ~. 23. No one who di1owm 1he Son ha.J 1he Palher: 

no one may deny that the Son is divine and yet remain united with the 
Father because the Father is known through the Son (sec Jn 14, 7). 
Jn I and 2 Jn there aJe sporadic reports on the false teachers' denials 
that Jesus was the Messia and the divine Son of God. These denials 
bear resemblance to teachings of the Gnostic heretic, Cerinthus, who 
lived about 100 A.O. at Ephesus. St. lrenaeus later listed some of the 
heresies of Ccrinthus, e.11.: Jesus was the natural son of Joseph and 
Mary; a heavenly Messia descended upon Jesus at his baptism in the 
Jordan river but returned to heaven before the passion and death of 
Christ; hence, Jesus was not the Messia nor the divine Son of God. 

The consensus of the scholars is that there are not enough indica
tions in 1 and 2 Jn to conclude that the false teachings indicated there
in refer to the heresy of Cerinthus, or to any defined form of Gnosti
cism. Because of this indefiniteness, some scholars, without defining the 
term "Gnosticism," speak of '"early Gnosticism" as the target of 
opposition in 1 Jn especially. 
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24 confesses the Son has the Father also. A5 for you, let that 
which you have heard from the beginning abide in you. 
If that abides in you which you have heard from the begin-

2' ning, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. And 
this is the promise that he has given us, the life everlasting. 

26 These things I have written to you concerning those 
27 who lead you astray. And as for you, let the anointing 

which you have received from him, dwell in you, and you 
have no need that anyone teach you. But as his anointing 
teaches you concerning all things, and is true and is no 
lie, even as it has taught you, abide in him. 

28 And now, dear children, abide in him, so that when he 
appears we may have confidence, and may not shrink ashamed 

29 from him at his coming. If you know that he is just, know 
that everyone also who does what is just has been born of 
him. 

II. GOD IS JUSTICE 

3 
1 Children of God Behold what manner of love the Father 

has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children 
of God; and such we are. This is why the world does not 

2 know us, because it did not know him. Beloved, now we 
are the children of God, and it has not yet appeared what 
we shall be. We know that, when he appears, we shall be like 

~ to him, for we shall see him just as he is. And everyone 
who has this hope in him makes himself holy, just as he 
also is holy. 

2, 24: See Jn 14, 23. From the beginning: of their conversion. 
2, 25: See Jn 17, 2. 
2, 27: Anointing: see 2, 20 n. 
2, 28: Living intimately with Christ bestows confidence to meet 

him as judge in death or at the end of the world. 
2, 29: Since God the Father justifies man, every Christian who 

lives righteously is thereby partaking of God"s life. 
3, 1: See Jn l, 12. Be called ... we are: this does not merely 

refer to an honorary or juridical adoption as "'children of God" but 
it refers to a relationship that is not less real because it is super· 
natural. Thi! is why the world ... did not know him: the pagans 
do not know the supernatural relationship between Christians and 
God because they do not know the Father through Christ. 

3, 2: It has not yet appeared what we shall be: it is not yet dear 
what man's future glory comprises. When he appears: it is unclear 
whether "he" refers to the Father or to Jesus. We shall see him ju11 
a.she is: compare "face to face'" in 1 Cor 13, 12. 

3, 3: Waiting for the end helps a Christian to live a holy life. 
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4 Everyone who commits sin commits m1quity also; and sin 
' iJ iniquity. And you know that he appeared to take our 
' 1ins away, and sin is oot in him. No one who abides in him 

commits sin; and no ooe who sins has seen him, or has 
known him. 

7 Children of the De11il Dear children, let no one lead you 
astray. He who does what is just is just, even as he is just. 

8 He who commits sin is of the devil, because the devil sins 
from the beginning. To this end the Son of God appeared, 

P that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever is 
born of God does not commit sin, because his seed abides in 

10 him and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the 
children of God and the children of the devil are made 
known. 

Whoever iJ not just is not of God, nor is he just who 
n does not love his brother. For this is the message that you 

have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 
12 another; I not like Cain, who was the evil one, and killed 

his brother. And wherefore did he kill him? Because his 
1' own works were wicked, but his brother's just. Do not be 
14 surprised, brethren, if the world hates you. We know that 

3, 4: lniqui1y:_ or "lawlessness." 
3, ~:He: Chmt. 
3, 6: Commils sin: one possible explanation of this difficult sen

tence is that no one remains united with Jesus who remains in (the 
state of mortal) sin. No one who sins has seen l;im, or has known 
him: this may allude to the false teachers who taught that one who 
commits mortal sins remains nonetheless intimately (supernaturally) 
united with God. 

3, 7: "He (the Christian) who does what is just, is just even as 
he (Christ) is just." 

3, 8: Prom 1he beginninK: allusion to Gn 3, is. To lhis end 
•.. works of 1he devil: compare Jn 12, 31 n. 

3, 9: Born of God ... cannol sin: the Christian who is spiri
tually born of God is not supposed to sin because God's Holy Spirit 
("seed") lives in him aod he cannot sin in principle. This is not to 
be interpreted to mean the impeccability of the baptized Christian 
because such an interpretation would contradict I, 8. Seed: this is the 
common translation of the Greek word, but there are others, e.g., 
"nature," "descendants." 

3, 10: Children of God ..• children of 1he devil: mankind is 
here divided into two classes, according to whether they are just or 
not. Exnmples of this division of mankind are also found in the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. 

3, 11: Heard from lhe beKinninK: from the moment of their con
ver.;ion. See Jn 15, 17. 

3, 12: Cain: see Gn 4, 8. 
3, 14: Their mutual love assures them that they have passed from 
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we have passed from death to life, because we love th€ 
1' brethren. He who does not love abides in death. \ Every· 

one who hates his brother is a murderer. And you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

16 True Charity In this we have come to know his love, that 
he laid down his life for us; and we likewise ought to la~ 

17 down our life for the brethren. He who has the goods of 
this world and sees his brother in need and closes his heart 

18 to him, how does the love of God abide in him? My dear 
children, Jet us not love in word, neither with the tongut:, 
but in deed and in truth. 

19 A Good Conscience In this we know that we are of the 
20 truth, and in his sight we set our hearts at rest. Because if 

our heart blames us, God is greater than our heart and 
21 knows all things. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, 
22 we have confidence towards God; and whatever we ask, we 

shall receive from him, because we keep his commandments 
and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

23 And this is his co=andment, that we should believe in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, even 

24 as he gave us commandment. And he who keeps his com
mandments abides in God, and God in him. And in this we 
know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has 
given us. 

~ life of .~in to a life of grace. See Jn 5, 24. Brethren: in Greek, 
_brothers. He who does 11ot love abides i11 death: this states nega

tlvely what the first part of the verse states positively. 
3, 15: A disposition to hatred may lead to murder. Just as a 

murderer loses supernatural life, so may be lose it who hates his 
Christian brother. See Mt 5, 21-26. 

_3, 16: 111 this ... his love: a clearer translation may be: '"By 
this we have come to understand what love is.'" He: Christ. Brethren: 
'"brothers." 

3, 19: A clearer translation may be: '"By this (love in deed v 
18) we shall know that we are of the truth (that we belong to G~d) 
and reassure ourselves in his sight." 

3, 20: If a Christian is aware of sin, he should rest assured of 
God"s merciful forgiveness. 

3, 21: If a Christian is not aware of sin, he should have even 
greater confidence. Whatever we ask ••. comma11dme111s: see Jn 14 
13-15. • 

3, 23: See Jn 6, 29. 
3, 24: See Jn 15, 26. 
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4 
l True and False Spirits Beloved, do not believe every 

spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are of God; 
because many false prophets have gone forth into the world. 

2 By this is the spirit of God known: every spirit that con
' fesses that Jesus Christ has come in the Besh, is of God. And 

every spirit that severs Jesus, is not of God, but is of Anti· 
christ, of whom you have heard that he is coming, and now 
is already in the world. 

4 You are of God, dear children, and have overcome him, 
because greater is he who is in you than he who is in the 

' world. They are of the world; I therefore of the world they 
6 speak and the world listens to them. J We are of God. He 

who knows God listens to us; he who 1s not of God does not 
listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the 
spirit of error. 

Ill. GOD IS LOVE 

7 Love Unites Us with God Beloved, let us love one an· 
other, for love is from God. And everyone who loves is born 

e of God, and knows God. He who does not love does not 
9 know God; for God is love. In this has the love of God 

been shown in our case, that God has sent his only-begotten 

4, 1: The sacred writer tells his Christian reaJers not to believe 
every person (""spirit") but to test the "spirits." These "spirits" are 
probably synonymous with "false prophets." Tes I the spirilJ: an ex
pression which is also found in the Dead Sea Scro1ls. 

4, 2: The "spirit of God": the test of a true prophet is his belief 
that Jesus became man. Such a true prophet bears the mark of God. 
(See 2, 23 n on Cerinthian Gnosticism.) 

4, 3: Severs /euu: in Greek, "does not confess Jesus." Any proph
et who does not confess that Jesus is the Messia is not united with 
God but has an antichrist-spirit. Of whom you have heard that he is 
romi11fl. ... in the world: see 2 18 n. 

4, 4: 011errome him: in Greek, "overcome them," the false proph
ets (v. I). Who it i11 you: God. Who it in the world: Satan. They 
are of the world: the false prophets of v. 1. 

4, 6: H• who I.nowt God li11en1 lo u1: follows the traditional 
teachin,1t of the Church. We Jmow the spirit of truth and the 1piril 
of uror: this division of mankind is reminiscent of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. See 3, I 0 n. 

4, 7: Every Christian is (spiritually) born of God and knows 
(loves) God. 

4, 8-9: God is /011s: this is not a philosophical definition of God's 
nnture. It was e characteristic Hebrew trait to describe what one does 
rather than what one is. God acted out of love for mankind when be 
sent his Son (v. 9). 

4, 9: See Jn 3. 16. 
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10 Son into the world that we may live through him. In this is 
the love, not that we have loved God, but that he has first 
loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins. 

u Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 

12 No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God 
13 abides in us and his love is perfected in us. In this we know 

that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 
14 of his Spirit. And we have seen, and do testify, that the 
u Father has sent his Son to be Savior of the world. Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him and 
16 he in God. And we have come to know, and have believed, 

the love that God has in our behalf. God is love, and he 
who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may have con
fidence in the day of judgment; because as he is, even so 

18 are we also in this world. There is no fear in love; but per
fect love casts out fear, because fear brings punishment. And 

19 he who fears is not perfected in love. Let us therefore love, 
20 because God first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," 

and hates his brother, he is a liar. For how can he who does 
not love his brother, whom he sees, love God, whom he does 

21 not see? And this commandment we have from him, that he 
who loves God should love his brother also. 

' 1 The Basis of Love Everyone who believes that Jesus is 
the Christ is born of God. And everyone who loves him 

2 who begot, loves also the one begotten of him. In this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we love God 

3 and do his commandments. For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his co=andments; and his commandments are not 

4, 10: In thiI is the love: this is what love comprises. 
4, 12: No one has ever seen God: John's Gospel ( 1, 18) says the 

same. 
4, 15: See 2, 23 n. 
4, 17: Love increases in the Christian to such a degree that he 

faces judgment day not with fear but with confidence because he 
strives to please God just as Christ did. See Jn 8, 29. 

4, 21: See Jn 15, 17. 
5! .1: He who believes that Jesus is the Messia ("the Ouist") is 

(spmtually) born of God, and he who loves God ("him who be
got" ) loves also Jes us ("the one begotten of him"). 

5, 3: See Jn 14, 15. 
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4 burdensome. Because all that is born of God overcomes the 
world; and this is the victory that overcomes the world, our 

' faith. Who is there that overcomes the world il not he who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 Witnesses to Christ This is he who came in water and 
in blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only, but in the 
water and in the blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness 

7 that Christ is the truth. For there are three that bear witness 
[in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and 

e these three are one. And there are three that bear witness 
on earth]: the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and these 

9 three are one. If we receive the testimony of men, the testi· 
mony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God which 
i1 greater, that he has borne witness concerning his Son. 

to He who believes in the Son of God has the testimony of 
God in himself. He who does not believe the Son, makes 
him a liar; because he does not believe the witness that God 
has borne concerning his Son. 

II And this is the testimony, that God has given us eternal 
12 life; and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has 

the life. He who has not the Son has not the life. 
U These things I am writing to you that you may know that 

you have eternal life-you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God. 

14 Confidence in Prayer And the confidence that we have 

5, 4: If we judge by 2, 13-14 and 4, 4, all those who are spiri
tually born of God overcome the world's evil forces that are spear
headed by Satan. 

5, 6: According to one opinion, Jesus came through the water of 
baptism and the blood of the cross. Another opinion is that Jesus 
rnme through the water and blood of the cross (Jn 19, 34). Thal 
hear u>ilne11 1ha1 Chris/ is the 1ru1h: in Greek, "The Spirit testifies to 
lhis because the Spirit is the truth.'' 

'· 7-8: The words in brackets should be omitted since they do not 
belong in the original text. They are known as the Johannine 
"Comma" or "clause." Most scholars agree that this clause first ap
peared in the fourth century as a marginal gloss in a Latin Bible and 
graJu•lly crept into the scriptural text. 

5, 7: Thal b•ar witness: a better translation is: "who testify to 
this." 

'· R: Are one: are in agreement. 
'· 9: Por 1his is 1he /euimony .•• concernin11. his Son: read, "for 

the testimony of God comprises what he himself has testified con
ccrnin~ his Son." 

'· 13: In the nam•: an Hebraic way of saying, "in the person." 
5, 14: See Jn 15. 7 n. 
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towards him is this, that if we ask anything according to 
n his will, he hears us. And we know that he hears us what

ever we ask; we know that the requests we make of him a.re 
granted. 

16 He who knows his brother is committing a sin that is 
not unto death, shall ask, and shall give life to him who 
does not commit a sin unto death. There is sin unto death; 

17 I do not mean that anyone should ask as to that. All law
lessness is sin, and there is a sin unto death. 

CONCLUSION 

1s We know that no one who is born of God commits sin; 
but the Begotten of God preserves him and the evil one does 

19 not touch him. We know that we are of God, and the whole 
20 world is in the power of the evil one. And we know that the 

Son of God has come and has given us understanding, that 
we may know the true God and may be in bis true Son. He 
is the true God and eternal life. 

21 Dear children, guard yourselves from the idols. Amen. 

5, 16: The readers of this epistle· knew what its author meant by 
"a sin that is not unto death'' but we do not know it. He exhorts 
them to pray for the Christians who committed such a sin. There iJ 
Jin unto death ... aJ to that: the Christians are not encouraged to 
pray for those who committed a "sin unto death."" Many scholars 
interpret ""sin unto death .. as an exceptionally grave mortal sin, e.g., 
final impenitance when dying, or adamant apostasy as that of the 
"false prophets.. ( 4, 1) or of the "antichrists•• ( 2, 18). 

5, 17: A sin unto death: this is the reading in the Latin Bible 
(Vg.), but the better Greek reading is "a sin not unto death ... 

5, 18: See 3, 9 n. The Bef!.ollen of God: Jesus (Jn 1, 18). Th~ 
evil one: Satan. 

5, 20: May be in his true Son: there are several other translations 
of this phrase. 

5, 21: Amen: not in the Greek. 



THE SECOND EPISTLE OF 

ST. JOHN 

INTRODUCTION 

In this epistle u well as in the third the writer calls himself "the 
r...,.byter." Many Catholics maintain that he is the same author who 
also wrote the fourth Gospel and 1 Jn, namely, St. John the Apostle. 
Arguments in favor of this view are based on the similarity of vo
cabulary, style, and ideas found in these four works, and on tradition. 

There is agreement among many non-Catholic scholars that the same 
hand, the presbyter (or "Elder"), is responsible for all four works, 
but the Elder is interpreted as a disciple of John the Apostle. They 
say further that both John the Apostle and his disciple bore the same 
name and lived in the same place and at the same time. The main 
argument for interpreting the Elder as John's disciple is based on an 
interpretation of Papias, whose writings appeared in the second cen
tury. Papias seems to distinguish two Johns. 

Although Catholic scholars often concede the argument based on 
Papias, they point to a statement of St. Irenaeus, and to a cross sec
tion of tradition from the second century, which claim St. John the 
Apostle as author of all four works. 

The dispute, however, is literary not doctrinal. The date of both 2 
and 3 Jn is generally placed in the nineties. A few scholars hold, but 
without sufficient proof, that 3 Jn was written before the rest of the 
"Johannine literature" (Ap, John's Gospel, 1, 2 Jn). The occasion 
for the writing of 2 and 3 Jn seemed to be the same as for 1 Jn, that 
is, the spreading of false doctrine by false teachers among the Chris
tians. The Elder encourages his readers to adhere to the true teaching. 



INTRODUCTION 

I Greeting The presbyter to the Elect Lady and to her 
children whom I love in truth-and not I alone, but also all 

2 who have known the truth- I for the sake of the truth 
3 which abides in us, and will be with us forever: I grace, 

mercy and peace be with you from God the Father and 
from Christ Jesus, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

TEACHING OF THE APOSTLE 

4 Brotherly Love I rejoiced greatly that I found some of 
thy children walking in truth, according to the command· 

5 ment that we have received from the Father. And now I 
beseech thee, lady, not as writing to thee a new command
ment, but that which we have had from the beginning, that 

6 we love one another. And this is love, that we walk accord
ing to his commandments. Th.is is the commandment, that, 
just as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk 
in it. 

7 Against False Teachers For many deceivers have gone 
forth into the world who do not confess Jesus as the Christ 
coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the Antichrist. 

a Look to yourselves, that you do not lose what you have 

1, 1-3: The salutation extended by "the presbyter" to the recipients 
is characteristic of a letter or epistle. Notice that this epistolary 
trait is lacking in the introduction to 1 Jo. 

1, 1: The presbyter: the Greek word means '"ancient" or "elder" 
and is here used as an honorific title. The Elect lAdy: this title does 
not seem to refer to an individual person, a real ""Lady Electra"" or 
"Elect Kyria." The title is better interpreted as a symbolic name for 
one particular church or a community of the churches in what is now 
western Turkey. 

1, 3: Truth and Jove: the principal themes of this epistle. 
1, 4: Walkin11. in truth: a Semitic expression similar in meaning 

to ""to walk in the light'' (1 Jn 1, 7). The commandment ... from 
the Father: a commandment of belief in Christ and Christian charity 
as stated in 1 Jn 3, 23. 

1, 5: The thought is about the same as in 1 Jn 2, 7. 
1, 6: See Jn 14, 15 n for the meaning of "keep my command

ments." In it: this may refer to "love" or to "commandment." There 
are various probable translations for the second part of v. 6. 

I, 7: See I Jn 4, 3. The deceiver and the Antichrist: each of these 
terms personifies "all deceivers." See 1 Jn 2, 23 n on Cerinthian 
Gnosticism. 

1, 8: What you have worked for: many textual critics prefer 
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SJ worked for, but that you may receive a full reward. Anyone 
who advances and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ, 
has not God; he who abides in the doctrine, he has both 

10 the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this doctrine, do not receive him into the house, or 

11 say to him, Welcome. For he who says to him, Welcome, is 
sharer in his evil works. 

CONCLUSION 

12 Though I have much to write to you, I do not wish to do 
so with paper and ink; for I hope to be with you and to 
speak face to face, that your joy may be full. 

U The children of thy sister Elect greet thee. 

"what we have worked for," to mean: do not lose the teachings for 
which we have worked so hard to make known. Reward: the thought 
resembles, ··your reward is in heaven" (Mt 5, 12). 

l, 9: A11yone ... ha1 nol God: the Elder alludes to the false 
teachers saying, in other words, that anyone who claims spiritual 
pro~rcss yet does not rreserve the teachings of Christ is not spiritually 
unite<l with God. Al of v. 9 contains the same teaching as Jn 2, 
22·H. 

l, 10·11: It would be anachronistic to use these verses, or any 
similar biblical passage, against ecumenism because they were not 
meant for all times, places and circumstances. 

1, 1 0: The teachin.11 of Jesus is repeatedly .11ivea as the criterion 
for sifting true from false teachers. See 1 Jn 4, 1-3. 

1, 12: Pafier: papyrus. 
I. I 3: The members of the Eider's community .11reet the members 

of their sister community, i.e., the community of the "Elect Lady." 



THE THIRD EPISTLE OF 
ST. JOHN 

INTRODUCTION 

1 Sllluttttion The presbyter to the beloved Gaius, whom I 
love in truth. 

2 Praise of Gaius Beloved. I pray that in all things thou 
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers. 

3 I rejoiced greatly when some brethren came and bore witness 
4 to thy truth, even as thou walkest in the truth. I have no 

greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the 
' truth. Beloved, thou dost in accordance with faith whatever 

thou workest for the brethren, and that even when they are 
6 strangers. They have borne witness to thy love before the 

church. Thou wilt do well to see them off on their journey in 
7 a manner worthy of God. For on behalf of the Name they 
8 have gone forth, taking nothing from the pagans. We there

fore ought to support such as these, that we may be fellow· 
workers for the truth. 

1, 1-15: See Introduction to the Second Epistle of St. John. 
1, 1: The (Hesbyter: for explanation see 2 Jn 1, 1 n. Ga.ius: it is 

unknown whether this inB.uential Christian is identical with the Gaius 
mentioned in Acts 19, 29 and 20, 4. There is no indication that 
Gaius was a priest. 

1, 2: Soul: religious life. 
1, 3: Bretlnen: "brothers," pechaps the itinerant preachers men

tioned in vv. 6-7. They brought word to the Elder about the ortho· 
doxy of Gaius ("truth"), On "wa.lkin.i: in the truth" see 2 Jn 1, 4 n. 

1, 4: The verse implies that in spite of false teachings the members 
of the community have remained faithful to Christ's teachings. llf y 
'hildren: the Elder calls them so either because he founded their 
Church or because they are under his charge. 

1, 5: The meaning is that Gaius acts loyally when he helps itiner
ant preachers, especially since they are strangers to him. 

1, 6: The Elder exhorts Gaius to continue to treat the same or 
other itinerant preachers with hospitality. See 1hem off on 1heir 
iourney: in those days, a send-off connoted that a departing _group 
would be supplied with provisions, that guide( s) would be pro
vided for part of the journey, and that recommendations to people in 
the locality to be visited would be given. In " mtJnner worthy of God: 
because they preach his message. 

1, 7: Name: Jesus. 
1, 8: This verse is reminiscent of "for the laborer deserves his 

wages" (Lk 10, 7). 
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9 Diotrepbes and Demetrius I would have written perhaps 
to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to have the first 

10 place among them, does oot receive us. Therefore if I come, 
I will recall to mind his works, prating against us with evil 
words; and as if this were not enough for him, he himself 
does not receive the brethren, and those who do so he hinders, 
and casts them out of the church. 

11 Beloved, do not imitate evil, but that which is good. He 
who does what is good is of God; he who does what is evil 

12 has not seen God. Witness is borne to Demetrius by all, and 
by the truth itself, yes, we also bear witoess; and thou know
est that our witoess is true. 

CONCLUSION 

U I had much to write to thee; but I do not want to write 
14 to thee with pen and ink. But I hope to see thee shortly, and 

we will speak face to face. 
1' Peace be to thee. The friends greet thee. Greet the friends 

by name. 

1, 9: I wo11/d htJve wriller1 perhtJfJJ: in Greek, "I wrote some
thing." This is a reference to either a lost letter or, perhaps, to 2 Jn 
which apparently had no dfect because of the attitude of Diotrephes. 
DiolrtfJhes: his name means "nourished by Zeus." Diotrephes was 
moat probably a lel!itimately established bishop of his community, but 
he became too ambitious and insubordinate and, therefore, refused to 
receive the Elder or his letter. 

l, I 0: This verse seems to mean: if the Elder comes, he will de
nounce Diotrephes before the community and punish him accordingly. 

I, 11: He who does whtJI is evil has r101 JBen God: for the ex
planation of the false teaching that is refuted here see 1 Jn 3, 6 n. 

I, 12: De'1lelri11s: ("'belonging to Demeter," the mother-earth god
dess). Demetri us may have been the Elder' s letter carrier or one of 
the preachers whom the Elder recommends to the charity of Gaius. 
Tr1Jth: three of several interpretations of "truth" here are: Jesus him
self ("I am the truth"); the Holy Spirit; or the gospel message (the 
response to which is the criterion by which Christians are judged). 

I, 13-14: The conclusion is almost identical with that of 2 Jn 1, 
12. 

I, I~: Gree/ the frie11dr by 11tJme: since Diotrephes would not per
mit Gaius (v. I) to communicate the Eider's greetin!!S to the as
sembled community, the Elder asks Gaius to greet the members 
individually. 



THE EPISTLE OF 
ST. JUDE THE APOSTLE 

INTRODUCTION 

The Jetter was written to combat false "Christian" teachers who 
preached the denial of Christ and taught licentiousness (see l, 4 n). 
The scattered clues in the epistle do not suffice to define their teach
ing precisely. 

Jude's readers may have been members of several communities 
rather than of one church since there is no specific introductory 
greeting. Most commentators believe that the readers were Christians 
converted from Judaism. Among the reasons for this belief are that 
Jude gives proofs from the Old Testament, and from Jewish apocalyp
tic literature. In addition, some of his sources are legends. No one 
knows where those readers lived, but Syria is the preferred choice. 

The author of the epistle calls himself "the brother of James" 
(v. 1). Since James is the "brother of Jesus" (see Mk 6, 3, "Is not 
this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, Joseph, 
Jude, and Simon?"), Jude is, then, also the "brother" of Jesus. 

Jude is not an apostle, for in v. 17 he differentiates himself from 
"the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ." The better opinion among 
modern scholars distinguishes this Jude from Jude the Apostle. 

Opinions on the date of writing of this epistle range from before 
St. Peter's death in the sixties to 80 A.D. Protestant scholars often 
date it about 150 A.D. 

The style of the letter is a fairly good example of idiomatic koine 
Greek. Jude writes simply, energetically, and graphically. One char
acteristic of his style is the frequent placing of words and phrases 
into groups of three (see v. 2). 

Hardly anything is known about the personality of Jude. It is not 
even known whether he traveled outside of Palestine. It is known, 
however, that two of Jude's grandsons headed four church communi
ties, most likely in Palestine, during Trajan's reign (98-117). Under 
the Emperor Domitian (81-96) they had been tried on '"charges" of 
being descended from Jesus but were freed as politically harmless. 

The Roman liturgy celebrates the feast of Sts. Simon and Jude on 
October 28. 
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INTRODUCTION 

l Purpose of Address Jude, the servant of Jesw Christ and 
the brother of James, to the called who have been loved in 

2 God the Father and preserved for Christ Jesw: I mercy and 
peace and charity be given you in abundance. 

5 Beloved, while I was making every endeavor to write to 
you about ow common salvation, I found it necessary to 
write to you, exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith 

4 once for all delivered to the saints. For certain men have 
stealthily entered in, who long ago were marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly men who turn the grace of God 
into wantonness and disown ow only Master and Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 

I. WARNING AGAINST FALSE 

TEACHERS 

' Divine Judgments But I desire to remind you, though 
once for all you have come to know all things, that Jesus, 
who saved the people from the land of Egypt, the next time 

1, 1: The brother of James: See Introduction to this epistle. The 
fa/led: the converts. 

I, 3·18: On the problem of the relationship between these verses 
and 2 Pt 1, ' and 2, 1-18 see Introduction to tne Second Epistle of 
St. Peter. 

l, 3: Jude had been preparin11 a different kind of letter, but the 
activity of the "uniiodly men" ( v. 4) made it necessary to write this 
exhortation. Abo111 011r common sal~alion: probably about the teach
inJ!S on salvation as known from the Gospels. Saints: Christians. 

I, 4: Cer111in men ha~• stealthily emered in: although other re
ligions had their itinerant preachers, the preachers here seem to be 
false Christian teachers who deceived some unwary Christian fol
lowers. Were marked 0111 for this condem11a1ion: not these individual 
men but those of their kind were condemned by Henoch (see 
vv. 14-15) and by the apostles (see vv. 17-19). Who 111rn the }(race 
of God i"Jo wantonness: they misinterpreted the freedom of the 11os
pel ('"11race" as used in Rom 6, 14) to mean licentiousness. Master: 
the Greek title de1po1es, ordinarily used of God, indicates here lhe 
divinity of Jesus. Since ""Lord"' also means divinity, maybe the false 
teachers denied ("disown'") the divinity or '"majesty" of Jesus (v. 8). 

l, 5: Jude"s readers had been fully instructed to know that, al
though Jesus (insofar as he pre-existed as the second perso0 of the 
Trinity) liberated the Chosen People from Egypt, he destroyed them 
when they disbelieved (see Nm 14, 35). In vv. 6-7 two more ad
monishin11 examples aiiainst the false teachers are presented. /es11s: 
other Greek manuscripts read "be," or "the Lord," or ''God." 
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6 destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels al~ 
who did not preserve their original state, but forsook thru 
abode, he has kept in everlasting chains under darkness for 

7 the judgment of the great day. Just as Sodom and Goi:nor
rah, and the neighboring cities which like them committed 
sins of immorality and practised unnatural vice, have been 
made an example, undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. 

s Eflil Ufe of He:retks In l.ik~ mann~ do _these men also 
9 defile the Besh, disregard authority, deride ma1esty. Yet when 

Michael the archangel was fiercely disputing with the devil 
about the body of Moses, he did not venture to bring against 
him an accusation of blasphemy, but said, "May the Lord 

10 rebuke thee." But these men deride whatever they do not 
know; and the things they know by instinct like the dumb 

11 beasts, become for them a source of destruction. \Voe to 
them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and have 
rushed on thoughtlessly into the error of Balaam for the sake 

u of gain, and have perished in the rebellion of Core. These 
men are stains on their feasts, banqueting together without 

1, 6: Original .rtate: of intimacy with God. For10ok 1heir abode: 
the nature of the sin is not given. Kepi in ... cbain.r ... darkneu 
• . . iwixmenl • • . "41: Jude here depends on the apocn-phal book 
of Henoch. 

1, 7: A reference to Gn 19, 4ff. 
I, 8: After ""these men" the Greek adds "in their (so-a.Ued) ec

stasies." Defile 1be flesh: the same as '"wantonness" in v. 4. Deri.i~ 
ma;es1y: in Greek, ··wories." Many scholars understand '"glories·· to 
mean angels. 

l, 9: In conttast with the false teachers, who disrespected the 
angels ( v. 8), not even Michael, who had a perfect right to ridicule 
the devil, stooped so low to do so. 

Jude refers to a second century (A.D.) apocryphal book called 
The A.r.r11mp1ion of Moses. The part that is extant does not contain 
the episode described here. The scholars, therefore, do not know what 
caused the dispute between .Michael and the devil. .Manr theories, 
though, have been spawned, based on the account of the death oi 
Moses (Dt }4, 5~). 

'Ifie use of ~ha! or even pa_llafl writings in no way militat.-s 
agamst the Catholic notions of inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible. 

l, 10: In contrast with .Michael (v. 9), these men deride the 
angels (v. 8) about w_hom they are ignorant. Moreover, what they 
do understand (regarding sexual pleasure) they use to their own 
moral destruction. 

l, 11 : Cain: he is taken here as the type of a sinner in general. 
especially as a libertine ( Gn 4. 8). Balaam: a reference to Nm 31 
16. Core: a symbol of an heretical rebel (Nm 16). ' 

l? 12: These false teachers are a disgrace ta the Christian repasts. 
Twice dead: a hyperbole. 
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fear, looking after themselves; clouds without water, carried 
about by the winds; trees in the fall, unfruitful, twice dead, 

U uprooted; I wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; 
wandering stars, for whom the storm of darkness has been 
reserved forever. 

14 fudgment of Heretics Now of these also Hei:aoch, the 
seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord 

1' has come with thousands of his holy ones I to execute ju<lg· 
ment upon all, and to convict all the impious of all their 
impious works, and of all the hard things that impious sin-

16 ners have spoken against him." These are grumbling mur
murers walking according to their lusts. And haughty in 

17 speech, they cultivate people for the sake of gain. But as for 
you, beloved, be mindful of the words that have been spoken 

lB beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, I who 
kept saying to you that at the end of time there will come 

19 scoffers, walking impiously according to their lusts. These 
are they who set themselves apart, sensual men, not having 
the Spirit. 

II. ADMONITIONS FOR CHRISTIANS 

2o Perseveran'e and Charity But as for you, beloved, build 
up yourselves upon your most holy faith, praying in the 

21 Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for 
22 the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto life everlasting. And 
2;1 some, who are judged, reprove; I but others, save, snatching 

1, 13: Wandering slars: for the ancients, comets were a sign of 
catastrophe. 

1, 14· 15: The quotation is from the apocryphal book of Henoch 
1, 9. Henoch is listed in this book as the "seventh (patriarch) from 
Adam." 

Henoch's prophecy of the final coming of God with his host of 
angels to judge "impious sinners" is applied by Jude to the false 
teacher.. 

1, 17: Words •.• spoken • , • by 1he aposlles: a reference to 
oral tradition. 

1, 18: A1 1he end of lime: an expression found in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 

I , 19: Who sel 1hemselties aparl: another equally probable reading 
in the Greek is: "Who bring about division." 

I, 22-23: Textual critics find it difficult to decide which text is 
more original, the long one (given here) or a shorter one. 

1, 22: And wme, ... reprove: a better translation is: "And 
persuade some who are doubtful." 

I, 23: Fire: see 2 Pt 3, lOb-13 n. And lo olhers .•. soiled by 
1he fleJh: and to others who e.re too deeply steeped in heresy as to 
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them from the 6.re. And to others be merciful with fear, 
hating even the garment which is soiled by the flesh. 

CONaUSION 

24 Now to him who is able to preserve you without sin and 
to set you before the presence of his glory, without blemish, 

2' in gladness, I to the only God our Savior, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, belong glory and majesty, dominion and 
authority, before all time, and now, and forever. Amen. 

want help, be merciful, yet loathe their evil ways and even their tunic 
(a hyperbole) that is soiled (morally) by the llesh (an allusion to 
the contamination of the lepers' clothes by leprous skin see Lv 13 
47f). • • 

l, 25: This doxology, according to a famous scholar, is the most 
beautiful in the New Testament. 



THE APOCALYPSE 

OF ST. JOHN THE APOSTLE 

INTRODUCTION 

The opinion of St. Irenaeus that Apocalypse was written at the end 
of the reign of the Roman emperor, Domitian, in the nineties of the 
first century A.D. is nowadays accepted by the majority of commenta
tors. 

According to Ap 1, 9 the author received the inspiration to write 
Apocalypse while in exile on Patmos, the Greek island in the south
eastern Aegean Sea, but it does not necessarily follow that he was 
actually on the island when he wrote the book. Besides, there is no 
historical evidence to bear out the occasional assertion that the au
thor was condemned to work in the mines of Patmos, for there were 
no mines on the island. See 1, 9 n. 

Although the author calls himself John four times in the book, this 
does not specify which John wrote the Apocalypse. The traditional 
view maintains that John the Apostle, bishop of Ephesus, wrote it. 
Contrary to the traditional view, many scholars (chiefly Protestants) 
hold John the Presbyter (Elder) of Ephesus for its author. One of 
the valid arguments in support of their view is that the Apocalypse, 
or the Book of Revelation, and the fourth Gospel are appreciably dif
ferent in language, style, and especially in thought. The traditional 
view provides no adequate answer to this objection; it does, however, 
point out that the different forms of literature called Gospel and 
Apornlypse besides the influence of the different times during which 
they were composed may account for the dissimilarity of the two 
work.. 

Most scholars agree that Apocalypse was written as one unified 
piece. Though admitting that the parallelism between chapters 4-7 
and 12-16, among other peculiarities, in addition to the sporadic in
coherent sections speak against unity, the scholars judge all this to be 
indicative of the characteristics common to apocalyptic literature. For 
the purpose of explaining these characteristics, a minority advocates 
the view that Apocalypse was partly written at the time of Nero ( 54-
68) and partly during Vespasian's reign (69-79). This view is not 
gaining support from scholan. 
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To understand why Apocalypse was written, it is necessary to peer 
into the background of the times. The Christians recalled with legiti
mate pride their Master's triumph in his death, resurrection, and as
cension. These stirring events were succeeded by the momentous 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and the extraordinary 
in.Buence wrought by his bestowing the charismatic gifts of tongues 
and eloquence of interpretation, which the Christian preachers used 
to full advantage in making converts. The Good News seemed well 
on its way to spread throughout the world. "You shall be witnesses 
for me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and even lo 1h1 
very ends of the eMlh" (Acts 1, 8). 

While the Christians expected day by day the coming of our Lord 
to establish his kingdom on earth, the charismatic gifts, the ever more 
numerous conversions, and the steadily growing intensity of religious 
life seemed in the eyes of the Christians to justify the delay of his 
return in glory. 

Instead of the fulfillment of their expectation came the decree of Do
mitian, which launched the first universal Christian persecution, strang
ling with it not only the hope for expansion of the Church but strik
ing at its very roots, and instead of advancing to a final resplendent 
victory the followers of Christ seemed to be facing defeat. 

Looking at persecution from the Christians' standpoint, it was not 
normal that evil should go unpunished. Why, then, was vengeance de
layed? According to the author, " ... until the number of their ... 
brethren . . . be complete" was the answer to their cry for vengeance 
(see 6, 10-11 n), and the same answer was also the reason for the 
continuous prolongation of the last days separating the resurrection 
of Christ from his glorious second coming. In other words, John wrote 
to the Christians to console them and encourage them to persevere in 
their faith in the face of persecution. God will eventually punish the 
persecutors and reward the faithful. The author"s main doctrine is: 
Christ is the absolute King of the world; his kingdom alone is assured 
final victory. This is the Christian meaning of history. 

Before reading about the literary form of Apocalypse, our Introduc
tion to the Book of Daniel in the companion volume of the Old 
Testament should be consulted for the description of an apocalypse 
and its distinction from a prophecy. The characteristics of the apoca
lyptic literary form explain why Apocalypse is the most enigmatic 
book of the Bible. 

Although the entire book was intelligible to its original readers, 
the strangest characteristic of apocaln>tic literary form to western 
readers is its visions. These visions, often expounded by angels, are 
the key to understanding Apocalypse. The author does not mean to 
say he received ecstatic mystical visions directly from God like St 
John of the Cross. The visions are described in traditional literary 
figures of speech, selected by the author with particular care to convey 
his message. See Ap 13, 2 n. When John paints in words a vision of 
weird animals, colors, symbolic numbers, he does not want his readers 
to view it literally, but 10 understand its message intellectually. In 
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decribing the Lamb with seven boms and seven eyes (5, 6) he pre-
1wncs a.o known the conventional symbolism that horns represenl 
power, and eyes, knowledge. Consequently, he means: the lamb (ow 
Lord) is resplendent with power and knowledge. This may be called 
conceptual symbolism since the symbols evoke concepts, oot pictures. 

The modem reader often asks: Why did John not write in plain 
Greek? Above all, because these symbols were known to everyone 
(just a.o the symbols of our political cartoons are known to us but 
may be enigmatic to miders two thousand yean hence). Secondly, 
this literary form wa.o (a.o some movies are) an escape from reality 
into a world of fancy which helped the early Christians to bear with 
persecution. Thirdly, if the book had been written without the visions, 
symbols, and metaphon, and had fallen into pagan hands, it could 
have easily been misunderstood because of its nationalism, which was 
more characteristic of non-canonical apocalypses. Lastly, the apocalyp
tic literary form lent itself well to the message of reward and punish
ment. 

It does not suffice to know their literary form to understand some 
of the biblical books; knowledge of the method of interpreting them 
is also neceuary. We shall survey live proposed methods of interpreta
tion of the Apocalypse. 

The method of universal history, in vogue from the end of the 
Middle Ages to the nineteenth century, but rejected nowadays by al
most all scholars, claimed that Apocalypse purported to forecast the 
history of the world in seven ages. This originated from the frequent 
use of the number seven for dividing scenes into groups of seven. 

The method of recapitulation presumes that Apocalypse's successive 
cycles of visions are representations of the same disasters that foretell 
the end of the world. This method is proposed because there does 
not seem to be any chronological sequence. 

The method of contemporary history propounds that Apocalypse 
relates only to the times of John. ' 

The method of eschatology limits the message of Apocalypse to the 
end of time. 

The method of comparative religions, sometimes called the mytho
logical method, attempts to f'llplain Apocalypse by indicating oriental 
religions a.o the ultimate source of the visions and symbols. Although 
oriental religions may often have been John's ultimate sources, never
theless his proximate source is the Old Testament. This comparative 
method contributes very little to comprehending what }oho meant by 
the use of the visions and symbols (see 9, 7-10 n). 

No single theory or method, however, is adequate to unlock the 
meaning of Apocalypse. Moreover, the proponents of these methods 
hardly ever apply them in their pure form but often borrow from 
other theories. 

In practice, the corTect method is to utilize a healthy mixture con
sisting of all these methods and those of contemporary history and of 
CS< hatology as the two predominant ingredients. Ultimately, oot 
all the passages of Apocalypse are clear, and some may never be. 

The inBuence of Apocalypse oo poetry is evident, e.g., io Dante's 



804 APOCAL YPSE1 INTRODUCTION 

Divine Come<i]; John Bunyan's Pilgrim'J Progreu; on painting, e.g., 
in The 1.AJ1 ]tuigmenl by Michelangelo, and ParadiJe by Tintoretto; 
on music, e.g., in the oratorio The Book wi1h Seven Se"1J by F. 
Schmidt, and in popular hymns, e.g., ]erlUlllnn 1he Go/Jn. 

An indispensable aid tn understanding Apocalypse is its division. 
A structural division, gaining more and more acceptance in recent 
yeus due tn A. Feuillet, is the following: 

1-3: Introduction 
4-11: Although written together with the rest of the book (in 

the nineties), these chapters refer to the antipathy of the Christians for 
the incredulous Jews, with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 
looming in the background (The Romans form the background in 12, 
1-21, 8.) Among other reasons, a dose comparison with the escha
tnlogical discourse of Jesus (see par Mt 24 ) seems tn justify this 
division of Apocalypse. According to tbis division., the visions of the 
bowls is not a repetition of the visions of the seals and trumpets, as 
was generally thought. The vision of the bowls (15, 5-16, 21) 
treats of the pagan followers of the beast of the sea (Rome), whereas 
the vision of the trumpets (8, 2-11, 19) is closely associated .,.·ith 
the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. insofar as this vision of the 
trumpets signifies the separation of the Jews and Christians. (See 11, 
1-2 n for the explanation.) Moreover, the visions of the trumpets in 
chs. 8--9 are intimately connected with the elaborate ending of the 
vision of the seven trumpets in Jerusalem as described in 11, 15-19. Fi
nally, the vision of the seals (4, 1-8, 1) belongs most probably to the 
same background as that of the trumpets because the seals prepare for 
the trumpets. (For another argument concerning the Jewish back· 
ground in chs. 4-11, see 8, 7-12 n.) Furthermore, the whole section 
of Apocalypse 4-11 ends witb the general judgment at the end of 
the world (see 11, 15-19 n). There are, so tn speak, two complete 
apocalypses in one. 

12, 1-21, 8: According to almost all scbolars, these chapters have 
as their historical background the antipathy of the Christians for their 
persecutors, the Roman emperors. These chapters contain the exhorta
tion to the Christians that Rome and its emperor worship will perish 
like ancient Babylon. (This division of Apocalypse according to tbe 
Jewish and Roman backgrounds must not be interpreted so strictly as 
tn exclude a random allusion tn Romans in the part of Apocalypse 
with the Jewish background, and a random allusion tn Jews in the 
part with the Roman background) 
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THI STllUCnJB.AL DIVISIONS 

1-3: Introduction. 
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4, 1-11, 14: The background is fonned by the antipathy of the 
Christians for the Jews. 

11, U-19: Conclusion. The general judgment at the end of the 
world. 

12, 1-21, 8: The background is formed by the antipathy of the 
Christians for the Romans. 

21, 9-22, ': Conclusioo. The general judgment at the end of 
the world. 

22, 6-21: Epilogue. 

Main (common) divisioM of the Book of .Apocalypse aie: 
1. Prologue, I, 1-8 
2. The Seven Letters, 1, 9--3, 22 
3. The Seven Seals, 4, 1-8, 1 
4. The Seven Trumpets, R, 2-11, 19 
'· The Seven Signs, 12, 1-15, 4 
6. The Seven Bowls, 15, 5-16, 21 
7. Babylon the Great, 17, 1-19, 10 
8. The Consummation, 19, 11-22, 5 
9. Epilogue, 22, 6-21 



PROLOGUE 

1 
1 The Book-Its Source tmd Contents The revelation of 

Jesus Christ which God gave him, to make known to his 
servants the things that must shortly come to pass; and he 
sent and signified them through his angel to his servant John; 

2 I who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony 
3 of Jesus Christ, to whatever he saw. Blessed is he who reads 

and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep the 
things that are written therein; for the time is at hand. 

4 Greetings John to the seven churches that are in Asia: grace 
be with you and peace fro!Il him who is and who was and 
who is coming, and from the seven spirits who are before 

1, 1: The present title of the book does not come from the inspired 
author but from a period after his lifetime. The original title, prob
ably lost, may have consisted of the opening words: '"The revelation 
of Jesus Christ"" RevelaJion: the Greek word itself, "'apocalrpsis,'" in 
contemporary e:rtrabiblical writings meant fictional revelation of hid
den things of God's forthcoming kingdom, '"the things that must 
shortly come to pass."" In v. 1 revelation refers to all the book of 
Apocalypse. Angel: the background imagery comes from extrabiblical 
Jewish apocalyptic writings in which God was pictured as sending 
angels to reveal the future to a human author. 

1, 2-3: WitneJS ... lestimon1 ••• keep: these are favorite words 
in Johannine literature. 

1, 2: John: see Introduction on the author of Apocalypse. 
1, 3: Blessed: happy. There are six other '"beatitudes'" in Apoca

lypse. The second is in 14, 13. Reads ... hear the words of this 
prophec1: the book will be read in the assembly of Christians. By 
'"prophecy"" John does not mean prediction but a consoling instruc
tive exhortation. For the time is al hand: see 22, 10 n. 

l, 4: The Apocalypse begins like a letter or epistle. In fact, '"grace 
be to you and peace'" is characteristically an opening greeting of PauJ 
(Rom l, 7). '"The seven churches"" are listed in 1, 11. The author 
intends his message for all Christians of the whole Church since 
seven is a symbolic number of completion. Asia: western Asia Minor 
ruJed by the Romans. Who is ... was ... is coming: the triple 
formula of splitting time in three parts symbolizes the eternity of God 
the Father. The Greeks used similar formulas to express eternity 
('"Zeus was, Zeus is, Zeus will be,'" Pausanias X, 12). Him u·ho is: 
a reference to God's name of himself at the burning bush. See Ex 3, 
14 n. 1be Old Testament Greek Bible in Ex 3, 14 reads: '"I am the 
existing one."" Is coming: this phrase corresponds to "will be.'" The 
sevm spirill: it is disputed whether these words refer to angels as 
in B, 2; to the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit; or to the person of 
the Holy Spirit as in 4, 5 and 5, 6. 
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' his throne, j and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful wit
ness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 
the earth. To him who has loved us, and washed us from our 

6 sins in his own blood, I and made us to be a kingdom, 
and priests to God his Father-to him belong glory and do
minion forever and ever. Amen. 

7 Christ's Coming Behold, he comes with the clouds, and 
every eye shall see him, and they also who pierced him. And 
all the tribes of the earth shall wail over him. Even so. Amen. 

8 I "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is 

coming, the Almighty." 

I. THE SEVEN LETTERS 

I. PREPARATORY VISION 

9 John Told to Write His Visions I, John, your brother 
and partner in the tribulation and kingdom and patience that 
are in Jesus, was on the island which is called Patmos, be-

10 cause of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was 
in the spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great 

1, 5-6: To him who has lotJed us .•. amew: a solemn doxology. 
1, 5: Jesus is described as "the faithful witness'" of God throu.llh 

a life on earth and as "the firstborn of the dead." Sec Col 1, 18 n. 
I, 6: Priem: see 20, 6 n. 
1, 7: Behold, he <omes with the douds: a reference to Daniel's 

Son of Man coming on the clouds. See Dn 7, 16·18 n. And they 
alw who pier<ed him: see Za 12, 10 n. The inspired writer under
stands Daniel"s Son of Man as Christ and though Zacharia refers to a 
national mourning over a prophet, the writer extends the mourning 
over Christ's death to all the world. Thus the meaning seems to be a 
hlending of Christ's death on Calvary with his glorious return at the 
end of the world. 

I, 8: Perhaps John is recalling Christ's use of Daniel"s expression, 
Son of Man, in Mt 24, 30. The first (alpha), and last (omega), let
ters nf the Greek alphabet compose a metaphorical expression ex
plainrd by the remaining two phrases of the verse to mean that God 
ts the only God. A Latin translator added the uninspired explanation: 
"The beginning and the end." The sense of vv. 7·8 is that by the 
triumph of Christ (v. 7) everything will find its fulfillment in God 
(v. R ). 

I, 9: Partner in lhe lribulalion •.. in Jesus: although these 
words, strictly speaking, may only refer to John's stay at Patmos 
du_ring en evengelization voyage, it is generally admitted that he was 
exiled there. This assertion is based especially on the words "because 
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus." See the question of 
authorship in the Introduction to Apocalypse. 

1, IO: In the spiril: it is difficult to know whether in this verse 
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11 voice, as of a trumpet, I saying, "What thou seest write in 
a book, and send to the seven churches, to Ephesus, and to 
Smyrna, and to Pergamum, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, 
and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea." 

12 Vision of the Son of Man And I turned to see the voice 
that was speaking to me. And having turned, I saw seven 

13 golden lamp-stands; I and in the midst of the seven lamp· 
stands One like to a son of man, clothed with a garment 
reaching to the ankles, and girt about the breasts with a gold· 

14 en girdle. But his head and his hair were white as white wool, 
1' and as snow, and his eyes were as a flame of fu:e; I his feet 

were like fine brass, as in a glowing furnace, and his voice 
16 like the voice of many waters. And he had in his right hand 

seven stars. And out of his mouth came forth a sharp two
edged sword; and his countenance was like the sun shining 
in its power. 

John means a true historical ecstasy in which he saw and heard 
things, or a literary ecstasy proper to an apocalypse such as in the 
book of Daniel. The Lord's day: the first explicit mention of the 
Christian Sunday. 

1, 11 : The seven letters were never actually sent to the churches 
but were composed expressly for Apocalypse. There seems to be no 
majority opinion on why these seven churches were chosen. Because 
they were under John's jurisdiction? Because each had one feature 
of the persecution? Because they formed a circle that could geographi
cally be traced from Ephesus to Laodicea? The average distance from 
city to city is thirty to forty-five miles. 

There is a farfetched opinion held by only few commentators that 
the seven letters foretell seven distinct phases of the universal Church 
from its beginning to the end of the world. 

A book: it is conjectured that the original Apocalypse was written 
on a papyrus roll fifteen feet long. 

1, 12-20: Beginning with the vision of Christ as the "son of man" 
(v. 13) the passage gleans images from Dn 7, 9-13 and other places 
in Dn, Ez, Is. 

1, 12: The voice: see "in the spirit," 1, 10 n. Seven lamP-Ilands: 
see 1, 20 n. 

1, 13-16: The author wants to say that Jesus, the son of man, is 
divine. He therefore describes him symbolically as God. 

l, 13: The garment and golden sash describe Jesus as a priest
king. 

l, 14: The white hair means antiquity; the divine Christ is as 
eternal as God the Father. His eyes were as a flame of fire: omni
science. 

l, 15: His feet are described to symbolize force; his voice to sym
bolize his all prevailing judgment. 

1, 16: Seven 1tar1: see 1, 20 n. Two-ed/!,ed sword: a symbol of 
Jesus' power to judge and punish. This expression is used differently 
elsewhere (Ps 149, 7). 
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17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as one dead. And 
he laid his right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; 

18 I am the First and the Last, I and he who lives; I was dead, 
and behold, I am living forevermore; and I have the keys 

19 of death and of hell Write therefore the things that thou 
hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are to 

20 come hereafter. As for the mystery of the seven stars that 
thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden lamp
stands--the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, 
and the seven lamp-stands are the seven churches." 

II. THE LEITTRS 

2 
1 To the Church Ill Ephesus "To the angel of the church at 

Ephesus write: Thus says he who holds the seven stars in his 
right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamp-

2 stands: I know thy works and thy labor and thy patience, 
and that thou canst not bear evil men; but hast tried 
them who say they are apostles and are not, and hast found 

3 them false. And thou hast patience and hast endured for 
my name, and hast not grown weary. 

4 "But I have this against thee, that thou hast left thy first 
' love. Remember therefore whence thou hast fallen, and 

repent and do the former works; or else I will come to thee, 

1, 17: I fell aJ hU feet: the inspired author does not mean to be 
ta.ken literally any more than the author of Daniel does in similar 
phrases (Dn 10, 9). The First and the I.Ast: John has Jesus describe 
himself with a divine title (Is 44, 6). 

1, 18: A reference to Clirist's death 1111d resunection to eternal 
life, and his authority ( "keys" ) over hell means he can resurrect the 
dead. 

1, 19: John is told to write about the glorihed Olrist, already de
scribed in vv. 13-18, and to write of other visions. These visions 
follow in the rest of Apooilypse. 

1, 20: There seems to be no majority opinion as to whom John 
means by the seven angels of the seven churches. Their guardian 
angels? 1beir bishops ? Their messengers ? Perhaps the stars, the 
~ls, and the lamp-stands all together mean the Oiristian commun
ity. The letters reflect the contemporary historical situation of the 
churches in western Asia Minor. 

2, 1: Ephe111s: see historical background of the city given in Acts 
18, 19 0. 

2, 2: Apostles: at that time there were roving heretics who posed 
as preachers of the Gospel or as prophets. 

2, 3: A reference to an unknown recent persecution victoriously 
endured. 

2, 5 : Mtwe 1by lamp-rt41UJ 0111 of its p/«e: the tbcea.t refers to 
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and will move thy lamp-stand out of its place, unless thou 
6 repentest. But this thou hast: thou hatest the works of 

the Nicolaites, which I abo hate. 
7 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 

to the churches: Him who overcomes I will permit to eat 
of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of my God. 

1 To the Ch1'rch Ill Smyrn4 "And to the angel of the 
church at Smyrna write: Thus says the First and the Last, 

9 who was dead and is alive: I know thy tribulation and thy 
poverty, but thou art rich; and that thou art slandered by 
those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue 

10 of Satan. Fear none of those things that thou art about to 
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into 
prison that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation 

either the loss of the Ephesian church as the principal church of her 
ttgion or to her elimination as a church. 

2, 6: NicolaileJ: a probable reference to the false prophets men
tioned in v. 2. The nature of their false teachinl! is unknown. It is 
commonly assumed, not proven, that they are some kind of Gnostic 
sect. 

2, 7: He who • , • let him hear: this expression refers to our 
Lord's words (see Mt 11, U ). It expresses an exhortation to follow 
the advice of the book. W hot the Spirit says to the ch11rches: what is 
aaid to one church applies to all churches. See 1, 4 n. Christ and "the 
Spirit" say the same to the churches. Him who overcomes •.• : 
scholars dispute the nature of the final promises of victory made at 
the end of each letter. Some say the promises refer exclusively to the 
afterlife; others believe they mean the afterlife- b11t begun here on 
earth as the Christian life, the characteristic Johannine notion of life. 
Tree of life: all the letters promise life but under different metaphors. 
Here the metaphor alludes to Gn 2, 9. 

2, B: Smyrna: founded in the twelfth century, destroyed in the 
seventh, rebuilt in the third century and incorporated into the Roman 
empire in 133 B.C., to which it remained faithful. From the fourth 
century to the time of John's writing, the city remained a wealthy sea
port. It wa• the only Asiatic city with the right to have a temple dedi
cated to Tiberius, Livia, and to the Senate. The New Testament says 
nothinl! about the time when Christianity first reached the city, but the 
gospel probably arrived there at the same time that it reached Ephesus. 
Since the modern city of Izmir sprawls over ancient Smyrna there have 
bttn hardly any excavations. A few unexcavated ruins such as the 
stadium can he faintly traced by the naked eye. 

2, 9: The Christians are poor economically but rich spiritually. 
Tho11 art slandered by ••• a syna1101111e of S""'11: what makes a 
true "Jew" is not nationality but faith in Christ. 

2, IO: The devil: symbolized by the Jews persecuting the Chris
tians. Ten days: a symbolic number for a brief/eriod. Crown of life: 
eternal life. See 2, 7 n. Whether John allude to it or not, ancient 
writers spoke of the "crown of Smyrna," probably a reference to a 
garland of Bowers adorning the devotees of Cvbelc 
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for ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee the crown of life. 

11 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches: He who overcomes shall not be hurt by 
the second death. 

12 To the Church at Pergamum "And to the angel of the 
church at Pergamum write: Thus says he who has the 

13 sharp two-edged sword: I know where thou dwellest, where 
the throne of Satan is; and thou holdest fast my name and 
didst not disown my faith, even in the days of Antipas, my 
faithful witness, who was slain among you where Satan 
dwells. 

14 "But I have a few things agaiost thee, because thou hast 
there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught 
Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the children of 

15 Israel, that they might eat and commit fornication. So thou 
hast also some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaites. 

16 In like manner repent, or else I will come to thee quickly, 
and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

17 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches: To him who overcomes, I will give the 

2, 11: He who overwmes: see 2, 7 n.. Se(ond death: eternal 
damnation. See 20, 14 n. 

2, 12: Per11amum: it became an important city especially in the 
third century B.C. The city gave its name to its most famous export, 
a fine leather material for writing known as parchment. Pergamum was 
even more famous for its Roman imperial cult which was inaugurated 
with a temple dedicated to Augustus in 29 B.C. The city was notorious 
for its cult to several gods, especially Asklepios, the god of healing 
who made Pergamum the pagan Lourdes of Asia Minor. Coins turned 
up by the spades of archeologists feature the serpent, Asklepios' sym
bol. Two-edged sword: see 1, 16 n. 

2, 13: Antipas: an unknown martyr. The throne of Satan: it is 
more probably an allusion to the imperial cult rather than to the 
cult of Asklepios or to the gigantic white marble altar of Zeus 
erected in 180-160 B.C., and now on display in Russia. See 2, 12 n. 

2, 14: By referring to Balaam (Nm 24, 3) the author is referring 
to eating food offered to idols which is called "fornication," and/or 
moral libertinism. 

2, 15: Nicolaites: the majority opinion identifies them with those 
at Ephesus as explained in 2, 6 n. 

2, 16: In like manner: like the church at Ephesus. Sword of my 
mouth: this obscure expression may mean an authoritative condemna
tion. 

2, 17: Him who overwmes: see 2, 7 n. Hidden manna: this allu
sion to the apocryphal story of Jeremia hiding the ark that contains 
the manna at the destruction of Jerusalem ( 2 Mc 2, 4-8) may signify 
here a promise of the Eucharist on earth and of the eternal feast with 
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hiddc:n manna, and I will give him a white pebble, and 
upon the pebble a new name written, which no one knows 
except him who receives it. 

18 To the Church at Thyatira "And to the angel of the 
church at Thyatira write: Thus says the Son of God, who has 
eyes like to a Bame of fire, and whose feet are like fine brass: 

19 I know thy works, thy faith, thy love, thy ministry, thy 
patience and thy last works, which are more numerous 
than the former. 

20 "But I have against thee that thou sulferest the woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach, and to 
seduce my servants, to commit fornication, and to eat of 

21 things sacrificed to idols. And I gave her time that she might 
repc:nt, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 

22 Behold, I will cast her upon a bed, and those who commit 
adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent 

2J of their deeds. And her childrc:n I will strike with death, 
and all the churches shall know that I am he who searches 
desires and hearts, and I will give to each of you according 
to your works. 

24 "But to you I say, I to the rest in Thyatira, as many as 
do not hold this teaching and do not know the depths of 
Satan, as they call him, I will not put upon you any other 

n burden. But that which you have, hold fast till I come. 
26 And to him who overcomes, and who keeps my works unto 
27 the c:nd, I will give authority over the n~tions .. And he shall 

Christ in heaven. Upo,, 1be pebbled '1ew '1ame wrille'1: the meaning 
of this expression is not known but it is an allusion to the custom of 
a victorious Greek athlete's rea-ptioo of a white tablet with his name 
chiseled on it 

2, 18: T hyalira: the city was founded at about 300 B.C. Although 
it had no natural defenses it was a military colony of Macedonia. 
The city was famous more for its purple dye industry than for its 
cult to Apollo which was joined to the cult of the emperor. So,, of 
God: used only here in the Apocalypse. Eyes ••. feel: sec 1, 14 
0 and l, n n. 

2, 20: Jezebel: a red woman is referred to under the nickname of 
Achah's pa,l!afl wife who persecuted Yahweh's followers ( 4 Kgs 9, 
22). The same evils ase mentioned here as in v. 14. 

2, 22: C4SI her 11po,, • bed: this figure of speech a:presses a 
threat of illness. 

2, 23: Her <hildrm: her followers. 
2, 24: The Jeplhs of Sala,,: the heretics boasted of their esoteric 

knowledge. 
2, 26-27: Him who overwmes: see 2, 7 n. 
2, 26: See the explanation of "tree of life" in 2, 7 n. 
2, 27: A reference to Ps 2, 9. 
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rule them with a rod of iron, and like the potter's vessel 
28 they shall be dashed to pieces, I as I also have received from 

my Father; and I will give him the morning star. 
29 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 

to the chw:ches. 

3 
1 To the Church tJt StJrdis "And to the angel of the chw:ch 

at Sardis write: Thus says he who has the seven spirits of 
God and the seven stars: I know thy works; thou hast the 

2 name of being alive, and thou art dead. Be watchful and 
strengthen the things that remain, but which were ready 
to die. For I do not find thy works complete before my 

3 God. Remember therefore what thou hast received and 
heard, and observe it and repent. Therefore, if thou wilt 
not watch, I will come upon thee as a thief, and thou 

4 shalt not know at what how: I shall come upon thee. But 
thou hast a few persons at Sardis who have not defiled 
their garments, and they shall walk with me in white; 

s for they are worthy. He who overcomes shall be arrayed 
thus in white garments, and I will not blot his name out 
of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my 
Father, and before his angels. 

6 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the chw:ches. 

2, 28: The moming stM: some accepted opinions proposed for the 
meaning of this obscure expression are: a promise of possessing 
Christ himself since this is his title in 22, 16; or a promise of en
lightenment as in the Exultet hymn of Holy Saturday. 

3, 1-6: The meaning of the exhortation and the defects are obscure 
but the general message is: reform or be punished. 

3, 1 : Sadis: highly prosperous in the sixth century B.C., the city 
was never again so prosperous till after 26 A.O. Its claim to fame 
was its cult to Cybele; the columns of her temple are still visible. 
This commercial center, koown for its discovery of the art of dyeing 
wool. was notoriously dissolute. This immorality may account for 
such a stern letter. He: Christ Seven J(Jirits: see 1, 4 n. Seven stars: 
probably these stars, mentioned in 1, 16, are identical in meaning 
with the "seven spirits." Dead: spiritually. 

3, 3: I will wme ••• 121 a thief: the same message as in Mt 24, 
43. 

3, 5: He who over,omes: see 2, 7 n. White gamzen11: in this 
context the expression symbolizes a joyous victory. Boo'1 of life: 
it will be mentioned six more times in Apocalypse. See Ps 68, 29 n. 
I will wnfeu: the same idea as in Mt 10, 32. 
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1 To the Church di Philadelphw "And to the angel of the 
church at Philadelphia write: Thus says the holy one, the 
true one, he who has the key of David, he who opens and 

8 no one shuts, and who shuts and no one opens: I know thy 
works. Behold, I have caused a door to be opened before thee 
which no one can shut, for thou ha.st scanty strength, and 
thou hast kept my word and hast not disowned my name. 

• Behold, I will bring some of the synagogue of Satan who 
say they are Jews, and are not, but are lying-behold, I 
will make them come and worship before thy feet. And 

10 they shall know that I have loved thee. Because thou hast 
kept the word of my patience, I too will keep thee from 
the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole 

11 world to try those who dwell upon the earth. I come 
quickly; hold fast what thou hast, that no one receive thy 

u crown. He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and never more shall he go outside. 
And I will write upon him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God-the new Jerusalem, which 
comes down out of heaven from my God-and my new 
name. 

3, 7-13: Similar to the letter to Smyrna (2, 8·11), it contains no 
blame but encoural!ernent. 

3, 7: Philadelphia: founded by its namesake, Attal us II Philadel
l'hus, in the second century B.C. The city suffered from an earthquake 
in 17 A.O. but recovered rapidly thanks to the emperor's purse. The 
City's fame arose from its wine industry and cult to Dionysius. The 
archeolo11ist's spade has not du11 much here. Key of David: the sym· 
bolism of this expression taken from Is 22, 22 is explained by the 
rest of the verse, namely: Christ has complete authority in heaven. 

3, 8: A door lo be opened: if we jud11e it by the way this expres· 
sion is used in six other P.assages to mean non-Christians, perhaps 
Christ will reward the Ph1ledelphians by 11ivi"A them opportunities 
lo increase their community with new converts. 

3. 9: See 2, 9 n. Behold ... feel: a prediction of the conver
sion of the Jews a.s in the Old Testament (Is 60, 14). 

3. 10: Tl:ie word of my pa1ienre: Christ's teachi"A on patience or 
his C'l<ample of it. Those who dwell 11pon 1he earlh: since this expres
sion is used in six other pessa11es to mean non-Christians, perhaps 
Christ promises protection from some undetermined natural calamities 
rather than from persecution. 

3, 11: Crown: see 2, 10 n. 
3, 12: He who overcomes: see 2, 7 n. A pillar: the victorious 

Christian will be esteblished solidly in heaven where he will not fear 
earthquakes es temple pillers fear them. And never more shall he 110 
outside: the victorious Christion will be so permanently fixed in 
Christ's kingdom that he need never fear being left "outside" of it. 
I .,,;// wrile ... lh• """ /n11salem: the victorious Christian will be 
a citizen of heav.,n. 
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13 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches. 

14 To the Church al Lwdicu "And to the angel of the 
church at Laodicea write: Thus says the Amen, the faith· 
ful and true witness, who is the beginning of the creation 

1' of God: I know thy works; thou art neither cold nor hot. 
16 I would that thou wert cold or hot. But because thou art 

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot. I am about to vomit 
17 thee out of my mouth; I because thou sayest. 'I am rich 

and have grown wealthy and have need of nothing.' and dost 
not know that thou art the wretched and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked one. 

18 "I counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by fire, that 
thou mayest become rich, and mayest be clothed in white 
garments, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not 
appear, and to anoint thy eyes with eye salve that thou may· 

19 est see. As for me, those whom I love I rebuke and chas· 
20 tise. Be earnest therefore and repent. I Behold, I stand at 

the door and knock. If any man listens to my voice and 
opens the door to me, I will come in to him and will sup 

21 with him, and he with me. He who overcomes, I will permit 
him to sit with me upon my throne; as I also have over
come and have sat with my Father on his throne. 

3, 14-22: Of all the churches the church of Laodicea .receives the 
sharpest rebuke. 

3, 14: U.Odice-a: the city was named after the wife of its founder, 
Antiochus II, in the second century B.C. It was a center of com· 
merce, administration, banking, manufacturing (of clothing and 
carpets) and medicine (known for its eye salve, see v. 18). The city 
was rebuilt without aid from the imperial purse after the earthquake 
of 60-61 A.O. Many ruins of ancient Laodicea are still visible. See 
v. 17. The Amen: a name for Yahweh attributed to Christ. 

3, 15-16: 1be Christians of Laodicea have not repudiated Christ, 
but neither have they enthusiastically followed him. This is a fre
quently quoted text on God's distaste for the spiritually tepid. 

3, 17: The Christians thought they were sufficiently spiritual., but 
in reality they were spiritually poor. 

3, 18: True (spiritual) riches must be sought from Christ not 
from the city's material resources. See 3, 14 n. Buy f•om me gold 
r4ined by fire: two interpretations are: seek from me (Christ) proven 
faith and charity; the expression may signify a new and disciplined 
spirit White f!.armenfI: see 3, 5 n. Eye nJ11e: see 3, 14 n. 

3, 19-20: Christ is severe with the Christians because he loves 
them. 

3, 20: The intimacy spoken of here is that of the Eucharist rather 
than that of the second coming. 

3, 21: Those who imitate Christ's earthly combat will share his 
glory, but see '"him who overcomes" in 2, 7 n. 
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12 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches." 

11. THE SEVEN SEALS 

I. PREPARATORY VISION 

4 
1 The Court of Heaven After this I looked, and behold, 

a· door standing open in heaven, and the former voice, 
which I had heard as of a trumpet speaking with me, said, 
"'Come up hither, and I will show thee the things that must 

2 come to pass hereafter." Immediately I was in the spirit; 
and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and upon 

' the throne One was sitting. And he who sat was in appear
ance like to a jasper-stone and a sardius, and there was a 
rainbow round about the throne, in appearance like to an 
emerald. 

4 And round about the throne arc twenty-four seats; 
and upon the seats twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in 

' white garments, and on their heads crowns of gold. And 
from the throne proceed flashes of lightning, rumblings, 
and peals of thunder; and there are seven lamps burning 
before the throne, which are the seven spirits of God. 

6 And before the throne there is, as it were, a sea of glass 

4, 1: According to Jewish cosmography, there is a "door" con
necting the heavens with the firmament below. The former t1oice: "a 
great voice" in the preparatory vision mentioned in 1, 10. 

4, 2: In the 1piri1: see 1, 10 n. God was sitting on the throne. 
41 3: jaJper-11one: a jasper is dark, opaque green but here it is 

proDably a partially translucent green since 21, 11 describes it "clear 
as crystal."" It is preferable not to try to find qualities of God sym· 
bolized in these precious stones. 

4, 4: Tu1en1y-fo11r elder1: a partial difficulty in identifying the 
cld= stems from the fact that the number twenty-four is used only 
here. Some say that the twenty-four elders fall into the categories of 
an!!ds, others identify them as men. Tiie least probable opinions are: 
the patriarchs; choirs of singers in the Jerusalem temple; the an}!els 
of heaven's court. Two more probable opinions are: the }!reat saints 
of the Old Testament; the saintll of the Old and New Testaments. 

4, 5: Lightning ••• 1b11nder: the common Old Testament em
broidery used to describe an appeamnce of God. (EJ: 19, 16-19 n.) 
Sev•n lamp1 ••• Jet1en 1pirils of God: see l, 4 n. 

4, 6: A Jea of glau: like E" 24, 10 John pictures the firmament 
(skies) as the floor of heaven. Fo11r lit1in11. crea111re1: the description is 
a composite from passages in Ez and Is. The creatures symbolize the 
forces of the world. Their multiple BYES represent God"s omni
science and omnipresence. Since the time of St. Irenaeus the four 
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like to crystal, and in the midst of the throne, and 
round the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes 

7 before and behind. And the first living creature is like a 
lion and the second like a calf, and the third has the face, 
as it were, of a man. and the fourth is like an eagle 

B flying. And the four living creatures have each of them 
six wings; round about and within they are full of eyes. 
And they do not rest day and night, saying. "Holy, holy, 
holy, the Lord God almighty, who was, and who is, and 
who is coming." 

9 And when those living creatures give glory and honor 
and benediction to him who sits on the throne, who lives 

10 forever and ever, I the twenty-four elders will fall down 
before him who sits upon the throne, and will worship him 
who lives forever and ever and will cast their crowns 

u before the throne, saying. 'Worthy art thou, 0 Lord our God, 
to receive glory and honor and power; for thou hast created 
all things, and because of thy will they existed. and were 
created." 

5 
1 The Scroll and the Lamb And I saw upon the right hand 

of him who sits upon the throne a scroll written within 
2 and without, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong 

angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open 
3 the scroll. and to break the seals thereof?" And no one in 

heaven, or on earth. or under the earth, was able to open 
4 the scroll or to look thereon. And I wept much, because 

creatures have symbolized the four eva.ogelists, but this is not a 
scriptural meaning. 

4, 8: A. quotation from Is 6, 3. 
4, 10: Twenty-fo11r elder1: see 4, 4 n. 
4, 11: The, exiited, IUld were freaJed: we would expect: "they 

were created and therefore they exist."" There is no satisfactory ex
planation for this inversion but it may have been used for the reason 
of mythm. 

5, 1-14: The general meaning usually agreed upon is that only 
God and Jesus (the Lamb) can read the scroll that describes future 
events in the church and in the world hitherto unrevealed ("sealed"). 
Christ now has the power to reveal them in virtue of his redemption 
of the world. 

5, 1: S"oll: there are two other scrolls in Apocalypse (10, 2 and 
chs. 21-22). Sealed u:itb seven 1eal1: the symbolic seven means that 
the future as revealed in the scroll will remain completely unknown 
to creatures. 

5, 4: I wept: a symbolic representation of worrying Christians who 
sought an answer to persecutions. 
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no one was found worthy to open the saoll or to look 
thereon. 

' And one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep; be-
hold, the lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, 
has overcome to open the saoll and its seven seals." 

6 And I saw, and behold, in the midst of the throne and 
of the four Jiving creatures, and in the midst of the 
elders, a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 

7 forth into all the earth. And he came and took the scroll 
out of the right hand of him who sat upon the throne. 

s And when he had opened the scroll, the four living crea
tures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having each a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints. 

9 The Three Songs of Praise And they sing a new canticle, 
saying, "Worthy art thou to take the scroll and to open its 
seals; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us for God 
with thy blood, out of every tribe and tongue and people 

10 and nation, I and hast made them for our God a kingdom 
and priests, and they shall reign over the earth." 

11 And I beheld, and I heard a voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the living creatures and the elders, 
and the number of them was thousands of thousands, saying 

U with a loud voice, "Worthy is the lamb who was slain to 
receive power and divinity and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and blessing." 

13 And every creature that is in heaven and on the earth 
and under the earth, and such as are on the sea, and all 
that are in them, I heard them all saying. "To him who 

5, ': See 5, 1-14 n. The lion of the tribe of Juda: Jesus is sym
bolizrd as the lion of Gn 49, 9 and the offspring of David ("the 
roof' of Is 11, 1111) who "has overcome" the world through his 
death an<l resurrection. See Jn 16, 33 . 
. 5. 6: In the midst of: an Hebraic way of saying "between." Four 

/1vrng '"tllures: see 4, 6 n. A Ltlmb: Christ. Se11en sfJirilJ: see 1, 
4 n. 

5, 8: When he htid opened: in Greek, "when he had taken." The 
fJrayeri of the sainls: the doctrine of the communion of saints is 
expressed through the twenty-four elders offeri11.11 to God the prayers 
of the saints on earth. See 4, 4 n. 

5, 9-H: The songs in Apocalypse were influenced by the prevailing 
Jewish liturgy. 

5, 9: A new rantids: see Ps 32, 3 n. R11deem11d us: see 1 Cor 
6, 20 n. 

5, 12: Divini11: in Greek, "wealth." 
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sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, blessing and honor 
and glory and dominion, forever and ever." 

14 And the four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders 
fell down and worshipped him who lives forever and ever. 

11. THE BREAKING OF THE FIRST SIX SEALS 

6 
1 W .ar And I saw that the Lamb had opened the first of the 

seven seals, and I beard one of the four living creatures 
2 saying, as with a voice of thunder, "Come!" I And I saw, an<l 

behold, a white horse, and be who was sitting on it had 
a bow, and there was given him a crown, and he went forth 
as a conqueror to conquer. 

! Strife And when he opened the second seal, I heard the 
4 second living creature saying, "Come!" I And there went 

forth another horse, a red one; and to him who was sitting 
on it, it was given to take peace from the earth, and that 
men should kill one another, and there was given him a 
great sword. 

5 Famine And when he opened the third seal, I heard 
the third living creature saying, "Come!" And I saw, and 
behold, a black horse, and he who was sitting on it had a 

6 balance in his hand. And I heard as it were a voice in the 
midst of the four living creatures, saying, "A measure of 
wheat for a denarius, and three measures of barley for a 
denarius, and do not harm the wine and the oil." 

6, 1-17: See the structural division in the Introduction to recall 
that chs. 4-11 have as their background the antipathy of the Chris
tians for Jews. 

6, 2: He who WfJ.S sit1i11x on it: for the reason that the three 
horsemen of the Apocalypse symbolize plagues, and for other rea
sons, the more common opinion interprets the rider here not as Christ 
(opinion of St. Irenaeus; see 19, 11-16 n) but as a symbol of war. 
There are several interpretations which try to specify the war. 

6, 3-4: Opinions differ, but the second horseman possibly signifies 
the Jewish war of 66-70 A.D. 

6, 6: About two pints ("a measure of wheat") cost about an 
average daily wage for a laborer ('"a denarius"). The inflationary 
price is given as soaring five, eight, or twelve times above the normal 
price. History reports frequent famines throughout the first century 
A.D. Do not harm the wine and oil: there is no satisfactory interpre
tation. One opinion holds this to be an allusion to the siege of 
Jerusalem when Titus commanded that the olive groves and vineyards 
be spared. 
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7 Pestilence And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth living aeature saying. "Come!" 

•And I saw, I and behold, a pale-green horse, and he who 
was sitting on it-his name is Death, and hell was following 
him. And there was given him power over the four parts of 
the earth, to kill with sword, with famine, and with death, 
and with the beastll of the earth. 

9 The Martyrs And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw 
under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for 
the word of God, and for the witness that they bore. 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, 0 Lord 
(holy and true), dost thou refrain from judging and from 
avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 

11 And there was given to each of them a white robe; and 
they were told to rest a little while longer, until the number 
of their fellow-servants and their brethren who are to be slain, 
even as they had been, should be complete. 

u Signs on P.arth and in Heaven And I saw, when he 
opened the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake, and 
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair; and the whole 

6, R: Dealh: the heading calls the fourth horseman "pestilence" 
even though the text names him Death because the Greek word 
1haT1tJ1os in the Greek translation of the Old Testament frequently 
renders the Hebrew word de her as pestilence. Hell: sheol. Death and 
sheol claim victims in the wake of war, famine, and pestilence. There 
was /l,iven him ... of 1he ear1h: in Greek, '"power was given them 
over a fourth part of the earth." Wilh 1he beam of 1he earlh: the 
plague of depopulation is mentioned in the Old Testament (Dt 7, 
22). 

6, 9: Under 1he a/1ar: a possible allusion to an expression of those 
times, meaning the souls of the saved. 

6, I 0-11: We may understand the cry for vengeance as a cry to 
Goel to show his justice as in the Old Testament; or, perhaps, as a 
rhetorical C'Xpression of the Christians' anxiety (John's weeping also 
expresses anxiety; see 5, 4 n); or as an utterance of the belief that 
God"s vengeance will hasten the second coming of Christ. The con
temporary apocryphal 4 Esd 4, 35·37 parallels this cry and the reply 
to it. 

G, JO: Who dwell on 1he ear1h: the enemies of God and his chosen 
On"9. 

6, 11: A while robe: a symbol of jubilation over victory beginning 
on earth and ending in heaven. 

6, I 2 · 17: The general meaning is that this is a description of 
God"s day of punishment, not necessarily and exclusively the end of 
the world. There are many opinions on the historical eras alluded to. 
The passage teems with the stereotyped apocalyptic expressions found 
in both the Old and New Testaments. 
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13 moon became as blood. And the stars of heaven fell upon the 
earth, as the fig tree sheds its unripe figs when it is shaken by 

14 a great wind. And heaven passed away as a scroll that 
is rolled up; and every mountain and the islands were 

1' moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth, 
and the princes, and the tribunes, and the rich, and the 
strong, and everyone, bond and free, hid themselves in 

16 the caves and in the rocks of the mountains. And they said 
to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall upon us, and 
hide us from the face of him who sits upon the throne, 

17 and from the wrath of the Lamb; I for the great day of 
their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 

Ill. AN INTERMEDIATE VISION 

AND THE OPENING OF THE SEVENTH SEAL 

7 
1 Sealing of the Spiritual Imul After this I saw four angels 

standing at the four corners of the earth, holding fast the 
four winds of the earth, that no wind should blow over 

2 the earth, or over the sea, or upon any tree. And I saw 
another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having 
the seal of the living God; and he cried with a loud voice 
to the four angels, who had it in their power to harm 

3 the earth and the sea, I saying, "Do not harm the earth or the 
sea or the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our 

4 God on their foreheads." And I heard the number of those 
who were sealed, a hundred and forty.four thousand sealed, 
out of every tribe of the children of Israel; 

' Of the tribe of Juda, twelve thousand sealed; of the 
tribe of Ruben, twelve thousand; of the tribe of Gad, 

6, 17: The J!.real day: see 16, 13-14 o. 
7, 1-3: The four angels represent God's controlling power over the 

earth. 
7, 2: The seal of the livinJ!. God: God's name was on the seal. 
7, 3: Ao allusion to slaves, soldiers and temple servants who were 

tattooed with the mark of their masters. 
_7, 4: The earth is not to be destroyed till the 144.000 are deter

mmed for salvation. The symbolic 144,000 resulting from the 12,000 
each of the twelve tribes represent the ideal Israel, namely, the 
Chur~. See 7, 9-17 n. Compare in Mk 13, 27 and Mt 24, 31 the 
PJ:COmISC of Jesus to send his angel to gather his elect from the four 
wmds. 

7, 5-8: No signilicance is given to the order of the tribes, since 
the Old Tes~ent contains at least nineteen different sequences, ex
cept that Juda IS first because Christ descended from il The tribe of 
Dao is replaced by the tribe of Manasses. Many commentators. fol-
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6 twelve thousand; I of the tribe of Aser, twelve thousand; 
of the tribe of Nephthali, twelve thousand; of the tribe of 

7 Manasses, twelve thousand; I of the tribe of Simeon, twelve 
thousand; of the tribe of LevL twelve thousand; of the 

a tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand; I of the tribe of Zabulon, 
twelve thousand; of the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand; 
of the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand sealed. 

9 Blessedness of the Sealed After this I saw a great 
multitude which no man could number, out of all nations 
and tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and 

10 with palms in their hands. And they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb.'' 

II And all the angels were standing round about the throne, 
and the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell 

12 on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying, 
"Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honor and power and strength to our God forever and 
ever. Amen." 

15 The Seventh Seal And one of the elders spoke and said 
to me, "These who are clothed in white robes, who are they? 

14 and whence have they come?" I And I said to him, "My 
lord, thou knowest." And he said to me, "These are they who 
have come out of the great tribulation, .and have washed 

lowing St. Irenaeus, believe Dan's tribe is omitted because an early 
tradition claimed that the antichrist will come from this tribe. 

7, 9-17: There are several opinions on the identity of the "great 
multitude" of vv. 9-17 as distinguished from the 144,000 in vv. 4-8. 
One opinion is that the 144,000 represent all Christians in heaven 
whereas the "great multitude" is representative of the martyrs as 
stated in v. 14. Another opinion is: the 144,000 symbolize the faithful 
remnant from Old Testament times, and the great multitude sym
bolizes the Gentiles. 

7, 9-12: The scene probably comes from one of the apocryphal boob 
of Esdras. 

7, 9: Whit• robes: these do not necessarily symbolize martyrdom. 
See 6, 11 n. p4/ms: symbol of victory and thanksgiving . 
. 7. 13: The dialogue as a literary device is part of the apocalyptic 

literary form. 
7, 14 : See 7, 9-17 n for opinions. The greaJ trib11Ja1ion: many 

believe that this refers to Nero's persecution. See, however, 6, 1-17 n. 
W ~hed their robes 11nd ... blood of the l.Amb: the expression does 
not necessarily refer to martyrs but to the purification through Christ's 
blood, bringing victory and glory as in l, '· 
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their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
15 Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and 

serve him day and night in his temple, and he who sits 
16 upon the throne will dwell with them. They shall neither 

hunger nor thirst any more, neither shall the sun strike 
17 them nor any heat. For the Lamb who is in the midst 

of the throne will shepherd them, and will guide them 
to the fountains of the waters of life, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes." 

8 
1 And when he opened the seventh seal. there was silence 

in heaven, as it were for half an hour. 

Ill. THE SEVEN TRUMPETS 

I. PREPARATORY VISION 

2 Seven Angels with Trumpets And I saw the seven angels 
who stand before God, ana there were given to them seven 

5 trumpets. And another angel came and stood before the altar, 
having a golden censer; and there was given to him much 
incense, that he might offer it with the prayers of all the 

4 saints upon the golden altar which is before the throne. And 
with the prayers of the saints there went up before God 

5 from the angel's hand the smoke of the incense. And the 
angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the 
altar and threw it down upon the earth, and there were peals 
of thunder, rumblings, and flashes of lightning and an earth· 

6 quake. And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets 
prepared themselves to sound the trumpet. 

8, 1 : Some experts believe that the seventh seal opens the vision 
of the seven trumpets in vv. 2£f. Silence: may mean a symbol of awe 
before God's majesty (see v. 2) as in Za 2, 17. Half an hour: found 
only here in the New Testament and in the Greek Old Testament. 
The meaning of this expression is unknown. 

8, 2: Seven an/!,els who stand before God: the contemporary apoc
ryphal Jewish literature spoke of "seven angels of the Presence." 
Besides Raphael and Gabriel, the .five others are found in the apnc
ryphal Book of Henoch. Trumpets: in the Old Testament, trumpets 
frequently announce the end of an era and God's impending judgment. 

8, 4: The prayers of the saints make the smoke pleasing to God 
and bring God's intervention. 

8, 5: The plea of the saints is answered by the imminent in.Biction 
of Christ's just punishments upon the wicked on earth. 
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II. THE FIRST SIX TRUMPETS 

7 The Pirsl Pour Trumpets And the first angel sounded the 
trumpet, and there followed hail and lire mingled with blood, 
and it was cast upon the earth; and the third part of the 
earth was burnt up, and the third part of the trees was burnt 
up, and all green grass was burnt up. 

8 And the second angel sounded the trumpet, and as it 
were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the 

II sea; and the third part of the sea became blood, I and there 
died the third part of those creatures that have life in the 
sea, and the third part of the ships was destroyed. 

lO And the third angel sounded the trumpet, and there 
fell from heaven a great star, burning like a torch, and 
it fell upon the third part of the rivers and upon the foun· 

11 tains of waters. The name of the star is called Wormwood. 
And the third part of the waters became wormwood; and 
many people died of the waters because they were made 
bitter. 

12 And the fourth angel sounded the trumpet, and the 
third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of 
the moon, and the third part of the stars, that the third 
part of them might be darkened, and the day for the third 
part of it might not shine, and the night likewise. 

n The Three Woes And I beheld, and I heard the voice of 

8, 7-12: The first four trumpets announce calamities for the material 
universe. The inspired writer probably thinks of natural calamities 
wh1Ch he exaggerates to convey a symbolic meaning. There are many 
parallel! to the Egyptian plague11 (Ex 7, 14ff). There is no logical 
order in the listing of the seven trumpets. 

An argument in favor of the Jewish background of this section is 
based on the expression, "'The third part'" found twelve times in this 
passage and in 9, U. This expression may come from the doctrine of 
the remnant faithful to God in Ex 5, lff and Za 13, 8-9. In the 
parallel plagues of the bowls ( 15, 5-16, 21) the expression "the 
third part"' is absent probably because chs. 15-16 are in the second 
part of Apocalypse where the backJ!round is formed by the antipathy 
of the Christians for the pagan Romans. (See structural division in the 
Introduction.) 

e. _7: Fire: lightning. The 1hi•d fJa•I: this has no mathematical 
meaning. 

8, 11: The ancients wrongly thought that wormwood was poison
ous. 

8, 12: The normal light of day and night of the heavenly bodies 
was reel uced. 

8, 13: The i11habi1a1111 of lhe ea•lh: see 3, 10 n. Woe: the three 
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9 

an eagle Bying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, 
woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth!" because of the 
rest of the trumpet-voices of the three angels who were 
a.bout to sound the trumpet. 

l The Fifth Trumpet And the fifth angel sounded the 
trumpet, and I saw that a star had fallen from heaven 
upon the earth, and there was given to him the key of 

2 the bottom.less pit. And he opened the bottomless pit, and 
there came up smoke out of the pit like the smoke of a 
great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by 

3 the smoke of the pit. And out of the smoke there came 
forth locusts upon the earth. And there was given to them 

4 power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. And they 
were told not to hurt the grass of the earth or any green 
thing or any tree; but only the men who do not have God's 

5 seal upon their foreheads. And they were not permitted to kill 
anyone, but to torture them for five months; and their 
torment was as the torment of a scorpion when it strikes 
a man. 

6 And in those days men will seek death and will not 
find it; and they will long to die and death will Bee from 

7 them. And in appearance the locusts were like horses made 
ready for battle; and there were on their heads crovms 
as it were like gold; and their faces were like the faces 

8 of men. And they had hair like the hair of women; and 

woes correspond to the rema.ioio.I! three calamities. They affect man 
directly. See 8, 7-12 n. 

9, 1-12: There are several opinions on the symbolism of locusts. 
Does it mean the torment of guilty consciences? The Parthians? The 
successive invasion of Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, Romans? See 6, 
1-17 n. 

9, 1 : A slM: a demon. Pit: sheol is apparently considered as an 
exclusive place for devils and the damned. 

9, 2-3: The picture seems to be a combination of the Egyptian 
plague of darkness followed by that of the locusts. 

9, 5: Fi,,e months: most experts agree that the number is not meant 
mathematically, but there is no satisfactory explanation of its symbolic 
meaning. 

9, 7-10: Scholar.; cannot explain the symbolism of these details, if 
there is any in them at all. They may merely be intended to create a 
general impression of horror. It would not be of much help to 
discover the meaning if the source of this imagery were proven to be 
Babylonian, Egyptian. etc. 

9, 7: Cr0W1t1: a probable symbol of poweL 
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!' their teeth were like the teeth of lions. And they had breast
plates like breutplates of iron; and the sound of their wings 
was like the sound of many horse-chariots running to battle. 

10 And they had tails like those of scorpions and there were 
stings in their tails; and they had power to harm mankind 

11 for five months. And they had over them a king. the angel 
of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the 
Greek Apollyon; in Latin he has the name Exterminans. 

12 The first woe is pa.st; behold, two woes are yet to 
come hereafterl 

n The Sixth Trumpet And the sixth angel sounded the 
trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 

14 golden altar which is before God, I saying to the sixth angel 
who had the trumpet, "Loose the four angels who are bound 

n at the great river Euphrates." And the four angels were 
loosed who had been kept ready for the hour and day 
and month and year, that they might kill the third part 

16 of mankind. And the number of the army of horsemen 
was twenty thousand times ten thousand. I heard the num
ber of them. 

17 And this is how I saw the horses in the vision: they 
who sat upon them had breastplates like to fire and to 
hyacinth and to sulphur, and the heads of the horses were 
like the heads of lions; and from their mouths issued fire 

IB and smoke and sulphur. By these three plagues the third 
part of mankind was killed, by the -fire and the smoke 

Ill and the sulphur which issued from their mouths. For· the 
power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails. 

9, 11 : AbllliJo,,: destruction. The word is also found in a hymn of 
the Dead Sea &rolls. Apo/Iyo": destroyer. 1,, Lasi" he has 1he "ame 
Exttrminans: not in the Greek teiit. 

9, 13-21: Mainly because the Euphrates river is mentioned, a 
common opinion holds that the baclcwound is an invasion of the 
Roman empiie from ea.st of the Euphrates by the Parthians. On the 
other hand, according to the theory eiiplained in the Introduction that 
the background of chs. 4-11 is formed by the Christians' antipathy 
for the Jews, vv. 20-21 describe metaphorically the refusal of the 
Jews to be converted. 

9, I': The hour .• , 7ear: the four angels were kept ready for 
a definite moment. The 1h1rJ parl: see e, 7-12 n. 

9, 16: These are the horsemen loosed by the four angels (v. 15). 
The total figure given--200,000,000-was probably larJter than the 
population of the world at that time. The symbolic number means an 
unaccountable number. 

9, 17: Ovid and Virgil also mention fi.re..breathin.11 monsters. 
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For their tails are like serpents, and have heads, and with 
them they do harm. 

20 And the rest of mankind, they who were not killed 
by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands 
so as not to worship the demons and the idols of gold 
and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, 

21 which can neither see nor hear nor walk. And they did 
not repent of their murders or of their sorceries or of their 
immorality or of their thefts. 

10 

Ill. AN INTIRMEDIATE VISION 

AND THE SEVENTH TRUMPET 

1 The Angel with the Little Scroll And I saw another 
angel, a strong one, coming down from heaven, clothed in a 
cloud. and the rainbow was over his head, and his face was 

2 like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. And he had 
in his hand a little open scroll; and he set his right foot 

3 upon the sea but his left upon the earth. And he cried 
with a loud voice as when a lion roars. And when he 
had cried, the seven thunders spoke out their voices. 

4 And when the seven thunders had spoken, I was about 
to write; and I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Seal 
up the things that the seven thunders spoke, and do not 
write them." 

' And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and 
6 on the earth, lifted up his hand to heaven, I and swore by 

him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and 
the things that are therein, and the earth and the things 
that are therein, and the sea and the things that are therein, 

7 that there shall be delay no longer; I but that in the days 
of the voice of the seventh angel, when he begins to sound 

9, 20-21: See 9, 13-21 ll. 

10, 1 : The position of the seer shifts from heaven to earth. 
Clothed in" doud: reminiscent of the Son of Man (Dn 12, 7). 

10, 2: Li11le open JCroll: there is no adequate reason to explain 
why the book is small. The angel"s stance symbolizes absolute power 
over the whole earth. 

10, 4: If compared with Dn 12, 4 it means perhaps that the time 
has not yet come for the execution of God" s plans. 

10, 6-7: After the desolation following the sixth plague that fails 
to convert the Jews (see 9, 13-21 n), John alludes to the entrance of 
the Gentiles into the Church, which is the meaning of "the mystery of 
God" in the Pauline sense of mystery. Then "there shall be delay no 
longer." 
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the trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, 
u he declared by his servants the prophets. 

I And the voice that I heard from heaven wu speaking 
with me again, and saying. "Go, take the open scroll 
from the hand of the angel who stands upon the sea 

P and upon the earth."' And I went away to the angel, telling 
hlm to give me the scroll. And he said to me, "Take the 
scroll and eat it up, and it will make thy stomach bitter, 

10 but in thy mouth it will be sweet as honey."" And I took 
the scroll from the angel"s hand, and ate it up, and it was 
in my mouth sweet as honey, and when I had eaten it m~ 

11 stomach was made bitter. And they said to me, "Thou 
must prophesy again to many nations and peoples and 
tongues and kings." 

11 
1 The Measuring of the Temple And there wu given me a 

reed like to a rod, and I was told: "Rise and measure the 
temple of God, and the altar and those who worship therein. 

2 But the court outside the temple, reject it, and do not 
measure it; for it has been given to the nations, and the holy 

10, 9-10: God"s word is "'sweet"" to receive but at times "bitter"' 
to execute. This is from Ez 2, 8-3, 3. 

10, 11: They 1aid: indefinite plural. John must preach again now 
that the visions of chs. ~9 ue ended. 

II, 1-2: It is generally recognized that John s,.eaks of the terrestrial 
not of the heavenly Jerusalem temple, and that the measurin)! 
symbnlizes, as in Ex 40, 1 ·6, the preservation from harm. Accordin)! to 
the majority opinion, the entire description in vv. 1-2, especially of 
the teml?le, is to be taken fi)!uratively, because John wrote in the 
nineties but the temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. Many advocators of 
this majority opinion think that John speaks of the Church or of 
Christians suffering persecution exteriorly but being preserved interi
orly. Another opinion which interprets the passa)!e fi)!uratively (A. 
Feuillet) is gaining popularity; it asserts that John talks not about the 
actual material fall of the temple in 70 A.D. but abnut its mean mg( ul 
result, namely: the definitive split between the Jews and the Christians. 
According to this opinion, '"Those who worship therein"" are the ones 
to be p!C9erved (""measured""). They 8J"C in the interior part of the 
temple opposed to the '"court outside"" which will be rejected and 
harmed (""do not measure it'"). The closest parallel to v. 2 in 
acripture 1s Lk 21, 24: '"And Jerusalem will be trodden down by the 
Gentiles until the times of the nations be fulfilled."" Just as Luke 
indicatrs the future '"punishment"" of the unconverted Jews, so does 
'"the court outside the temple" (Ap 11, 2) correspond to Jerusalem 
which the Gentiles '"will trample underfoot" (lk 21, 24), thus 
similarly representing the "punishment"' of the unconverted Jews. 
l'or/y./wo months: corresponds to '"the times of the nations be ful-



830 APOCALYPSE 11 

3 city they will trample under foot for forty-two months. And 
I will grant unto my two witnesses to prophesy for a 
thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth_" 

4 The Two Witnesses These are the two olive trees and the 
two la.mp-stands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 

5 And if anyone desires to harm them, fire will come out 
of their mouths, and will devour their enemies. And if any
one desires to injure them, he must in this manner be 

6 killed- These have power to shut heaven, so that it will not 
rain during the days of their prophesying; and they have 
power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to 
smite the earth with every plague as often as they desire. 

7 And when they have finished their testimony, the beast 
that comes up out of the abyss will wage war against them, 

filled" (see Lk 21, 24 n). In other words, the "'suffering" of the 
unconverted Jews will last forty-tWo months; this is the symbolic 
figure for a time of trial taken from Dn 7, 25 ("a year, two years, 
and a hall year,") where it is used to indicate the duration of the 
persecution by Antiochus. The "forty.two months" separate the 
Christians from the establishment of the Kingdom of God at the end 
of the world. The words "punishment" and "suffering" in the fore
going sentences are meant to refer to the period of non-conversion 
(not persecution) as explained in Rom 11, I5ff. 

11, 3: My lwo witnesses lo prophesy ••. clothed in sackcloth: 
beginning with v. 1 it is probably the voice of Christ which is made to 
speak. The two witnesses preach ("prophesy") and are characteristi
cally clad as preachers. Some of the many opinions based on vv. 5·13 
as to the historical identity of the two witnesses are: Moses and 
Elias; Peter and Paul; martyrs in general. Yet, and what is more 
important, it is almost certain that John thinks of the two witnesses 
(whatever or whoever they were historically) as a personification of 
something else. There are various opinions on this "something else," 
one of which (Feuillefs) is: the personification of the Christians' 
testimony of Christ in the face of the unbelieving and hostile Jews 
during the Church's trial on earth, the duration of which is expressed 
by the symbolic number "a thousand two hundred and sixty days" or 
"forty-two months" (see 11, 1-2 n). 

11, 4: In this verse the two witnesses of v. 3 are clearly identi
fied as the religious leader Josue and the civil leader Zorobabel (Za 
4, 1-3 and vv. 11-14). These are symbolized by two olive trees and 
one lamp-stand. However, the characteristics of the two witnesses given 
in vv. 5-13 exclude the possibility of their being Josue and Zorobabel. 
Yet, what the two leaders personify is not clear. 

11, 5-6: The witnesses are now identified with Elias who sent fire 
to devour his enemies ( 4 Kgs 1, I Off and Sir 48, 1) and who 
controlled the rain (3 Kgs 17, 1). The other witness alluded to is 
Moses (Ex 7, 17 [the first plague] and 11, IO). 

11, 7: After 1,260 days (v. 3). at the end of their career, the 
beast will kill the two witnesses. The beast stands for the Antichrist 
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• and will conquer them and will kill them. And their dead 
bodies will lie in the streets of the great city, which is called 
my!tically Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord also was 

' crucified. And men from the tribes and peoples and tongues 
and nations will look upon their bodies three days and a 
half; and they wili not allow their dead bodies to be laid 

10 in tombs. And the inhabitants of the earth will rejoice over 
them and make merry; and they will send gifts to one 
another because these two prophets tormented the inhabit
ants of the earth. 

11 And after the three days and a half, the breath of life 
from God entered into them. And they stood up on their 
feet, and a great fear fell upon those who saw them. 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying to them, 
"Come up hither." And they went up to heaven in a cloud, 

B and their enemies saw them. And at that hour there was 
a great earthquake and the tenth part of the city fell; and 
there were killed in the earthquake seven thousand per
sons; and the rest were allrighted and gave glory to the 
God of heaven. 

14 The second woe is past; and behold. the third woe will 
come quickly. 

according to the almost unanimous opinion of commentators ancient 
and modern. 

11, 8: The martyrdom of the two witnesses is likened to that of 
Christ in Jerusalem ("the great city"). One opinion why Jerusalem 
is referred" to as "Sodom and Egypt" is: Jerusalem became equiva
lent to a pagan city since Christ was crucified there. 

11, 9·10: Compared with the 1,260 days granted to the two witnesses 
(v. 3) the "three days and a half" triumph of conquering them is 
slight. 

Though the ministry of the witnesse!I was exercised in Jerusalem, as 
the allegory goes, the vision is enlarged to include the entire world, 
which becomew the enemy of Christ together with the unbelieving 
Jews. To deny burial was an outrageous insult to the dead. The his
torical situation of the unbelieving Jews may be meant here as a sym
bol of a grmt final revolt against Christ at the end of the world. 

11, 12: The violent death of the two witnesses (v. 7), their 
resurrection after three and one.half days, and their ascension into 
heaven are not to be taken as historical events which occurred in 
70 A.O., or events to happen at the end of the world, but as symbolic 
of the resurrection of the Church. 

11, 13: This verse, according to many commentators, means that 
Godtunished the incredulous city of Jerusalem; but "the rest were 
alfri ted and gave glory to the God of heaven" means that the Jews 
will e converted in contrast to the impenitent Jews mentioned in 9, 
20f; 16, 9 and 11. See 9, 13-21 n. In other words, v. 13 says almost 
the same as the Epistle to the Romans, i.e.: the Jews will be converted 
at the end of the world (see Rom 11, 25-26 n). 
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U The Seventh Trumpet And the seventh angel sounded 
the trumpet; and there were loud voices in heaven saying. 
"The kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and 

16 ever." And the twenty-four elders who sit upon their thrones 
before God fell on their faces and worshipped God, saying. I 

17 "We give thee thanks, 0 Lord God almighty, who art. and 
who wast. because thou hast taken thy great power and hast 

18 begun thy reign. I And the nations were angered., but thy 
wrath came and the time for the dead to be judged, and 
for giving the reward to thy servants-the prophets, and the 
saints, and those who fear thy name, the small and the great
and for destroying those who corrupted the earth." 

19 And the temple of God in heaven was opened, and there 

12 

was seen the ark of his covenant in his temple, and there 
came flashes of lightning, and peals of thunder, and an earth
quake, and great hail 

IV. THE SEVEN SIGNS 

l The Woman and the Dragon And a great sign appeared 
in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon was 

11, 15-19: This scene of the general judgment at the end of the 
world closes the first major section of Apocalypse. See the division in 
the Introduction. 

11, 15: Loud tJoiceJ: perhaps the voices of the twenty-four elders 
of v. 16. 

11, 16: Twenty-four elderJ: see 4, 4 n. 
11, 19: The revelation of the ark may symbolize the end of all 

covenants or the fullest intimate revelation of God. Li;rhtninfi .•• 
bail: see 4, 5 n. 

12, 1-21, 8: In accordance with the structural division of Apoca
lypse (see Introduction) the baclc.ll:round of this section refers to the 
antipathy of the Christians for the Roman persecutors. 

12, 1-18: The woman being with child and crying in travail is a 
figure similar to that found in Old Testament passages where the 
woman giving birth is metaphorically described as the beginning of a 
new era. (See Is 66, 7-9 n.) Besides, the Old Testament frequently 
presents Yahweh as the spouse of Sion. The closest passage to Ap 12 
is ls 26, 17. According to a common interpretation which originated 
from St. Augustine. the woman in Ap 12, 1-18 symbolizes the Old 
Testament people of God "'ho give birth to the Messia. The woman 
(v. 13) is also the symbol of the New Testament people since she is 
persecuted by Satan (""dra_gon'"). See 12. 17 n. 

12, 1: In heat·en: in the sky rather than in heaven itself. Clothed 
with the Hm ... feet: the expression means clothed v.-ith splendor. 
A croW11 of tu•eftoe JtarJ: a symbol of the twelve tribes of Israel or of 
the twelve apostles. 
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under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. 
2 And being with child, she cried out in her travail and was in 
5 the anguish of delivery. And another sign was seen in heaven, 

and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten 
4 horns, and upon his heads seven diadems. And his tail was 

dragging along the third part of the stars of heaven, and 
it dashed them to the earth; and the dragon stood before the 
woman who was about to bring forth, that when she had 

' brought forth he might devour her son. And she brought 
forth a male child, who is to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron; and her child was caught up to God and to his throne. 

6 And the woman Bed into the wilderness, where she has a 
place prepared by God, that there they may nourish her a 
thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

7 Michael Overcomes the Dragon And there was a battle in 
heaven; Michael and his ange!S battled with the dragon, and 

s the dragon fought and his angels. And they did not prevail, 
P neither was their place found any more in heaven. And that 

great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he who is 

12, 3: Dr11Ron: in v. 9 it is identified as "the devil and Satan." 
Seven hefllis t111d ten horns • • , setJen diflliems: see B, 1 n. 

12, 4-6: The woman (the people of God, especially the Old 
Testament people) gives birth to the Messia and, before Satan 
("dragon") can destroy him and his kingdom, the Messia is "caught 
up to God and to his throne" (Christ's life is telescoped here), and 
the woman (the people of God, especially the ~ew Testament people 
at the time of John's writing) Bees (v. 6) because of the persecution 
by the Romans ("drt1Ron"). Some scholars specify this as an allusion 
ID the Christians who fled from Jerusalem to Pella in eastern Palestine 
when the Romans began the siege of Jerusalem in 66-67 A.O. John 
gives past history in ch. 12. His message is: the battle between Satan 
and Christ is on but Christ has been victorious through his resurrection. 
Have courage, therefore, in the face of Roman persecution. 

12, 4: T Iii/ .•. third p11rl ••. e11r1h: some experts see an allusion 
ID fallen angels; others merel)' see a symbol of Satan's power. 

I 2, ' : Who is 10 rule till ntllions with " rod of iron: Jesus is 
described according to Ps 2, 9. Ct11111h1 up lo God t111d lo his throne: 
a reference to the glorious ascension of Jesus. 

12, 6: A 1houst111d two hundred 11nd si:c11 d11ys: the era of persecu. 
tion of the Church. The 1,260 days equate the forty-two months (see 
11, 1·2. n). 

12, 7-12: Several Fathen of the Church wrongly thought that the 
battle described here between God and the evil angels, or between 
Michad end Lucifer referred to the fall of the angels at the begin
ning of history. Actually, the passage means that Christ defeated Satan 
through his life, death (v. 11) and resurrection, but the devil keeps 
leadin,11 the whole world astray (v. 9), although he has "a short time" 
(v. 12). See 20. 1·6 n. 
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called the devil and Satan, who leads astray the whole 
world; and he was cast down to the earth and with him his 
angels were cast down. 

10 The Song of Triumph And I heard. a loud voice in 
heaven saying. "Now has come the salvation, and the power 
and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his 
Christ; for the accuser of our brethren has been cast down, 

11 he who accused them before our God day and night. I And 
they overcame him through the blood of the Lamb and 
through the word of their witness, for they did not love 

u their lives even in face of death. I Therefore rejoice, 0 
heavens, and you who dwell therein. Woe to the earth and 
to the sea, because the devil has gone down to you in great 
wrath, knowing that he has but a short time." 

13 The Dragon and the Woman And when the dragon saw 
that he was cast down to the earth, he pursued the woman 

14 who had brought forth the male child. And there were given 
to the woman the two wings of the great eagle, that she 
might fly into the wilderness unto her place, where she is 
nourished for a time and times and a half time, away from the 

15 serpent And the serpent cast . out of his mouth after the 
woman water like a river, that he might cause her to be 

16 carried away by the river. And the earth helped the woman, 
and the earth opened her mouth and swallowed up the 

17 river that the dragon had cast out of his mouth. And the 
dragon was angered at the woman, and went away to wage 

12, 13: See 12, 1-18 n. 
12, 14: EAgle: an Old Testament metaphor for divine help (Ex 

19, 4). A lime and limes and a half lime: this is the equivalent of 
"a year, two years, and a half year" or three and ooe half years, or 
"forty-two months" or 1,260 days. All of these are synonymous expres
sions for a time of trial. Here, in v. 14, the time of trial is applied to 
the duration of the Church's life span on earth. See 11, 1-2 n. 

12, 15-16: 1be torrential river is an Old Testament metaphor for 
trials (Is 8, HI). 

12, 17: The devil was a.n,i:ered at the faithful followers of Christ 
("the woman") and waged war with the rest of his followers ("the 
rest of her offspring"). According to a minority opinion (A. Feuillet) 
Ap 12 speaks primarily of the woman as the people of God (see 12 
1-18 n) and secondarily of Mary, but both the people and Mary ~ 
meant to be understood in the literal sense. This minority opinion 
may be presented thus: one and the same author or authors must 
be responsible for the fourth Gospel and for the Apocalypse. In the 
fourth Gospel Mary is described as endowed with at least two special 
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war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the command-
18 ments of God, and hold fast the testimony of Jesus. And he 

stood upon the sand of the sea. 

B 
1 The Beast of the Sea And I saw a beast coming up out 

of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon its 
horns ten diadems, and upon its heads blasphemous names. 

2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, and its feet 
were like the feet of a bear, and its mouth like the mouth 
of a lion. And the dragon gave it his own might and great 

3 authority. And one of its heads was smitten, as it were, un
to death; but its deadly wound was healed. And all the 

4 earth followed the beast in wonder. And they worshipped 
the dragon because he gave authority to the beast, and they 
worshipped the beast, saying, "Who is like to the beast, and 
who will be able to light with it?" 

distinctions. Both these distinctions are ascribed to a "woman" in Ap 
12. Thus, the woman in Ap 12 is Mary. The first distinction of Mary 
in the fourth Gospel is that on Calvary (see Jn 19, 26-27) she has 
another (spiritual) child besides Jesus, and in Ap 12, 17 the "woman" 
too has other offspring. The second distinction of Mary in the fourth 
Gospel is that at Cana and on Calvary she is given the eminent title 
"woman" and in Apocalypse 12 likewise. The Blessed Virgin Mary 
in John's Gospel and in Apocalypse is, therefore, reflected upon as 
havmg a role in the Church. 

12, 18: He: the devil. 
13, 1-7: Various descriptive traitl of the beast derive from Do 7, 

3-21. 
13, 1: See 12, 3 n. The majority belief is that the beast representl 

the Roman emperors, persecutors of the Christians, and prototypes of 
all future penecuting totalitarian powers. For Palestinians "the sea" 
here most probably meant the west, namely, Rome and its emperors. 
By contrast, see the "beast coming up out of the earth" (v. 11 ), 
which probably means out of Asia. Seven head1: see 17, 8-9 n. Ten 
horni: symbols of power. See 17, 16-17 o. Ten diadem1: symbols of 
n1y•lty. BlasphemouJ namei: the divine titles of which the Roman 
emperors boasted, e.g., "Lord." 

I 3, 2: The beast which represents the Roman empire synthesizes 
the four beasts (Dn 7, 4-6) that symbolize four empires. This is a 
characteristic example of how the inspired author borrows and tnns
forms Old Testament imagery and thought. And the draxo" xave ii 
his own miJ:hl and xrea/ authority: a symbolic way of sayinl! that the 
persa·utin.11 Roman emperors are doin.11 the work of Satan. 

13, 3: One of it1 head1 was 1mi11en: commentators agree that 
this refers to some short-lived weakenin.11 of the Roman empire but 
they differ when attemptin)I: to be more precise. Was it the murder 
of Caesar? The upheaval after Nero's death? 
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' And there was given to it a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies; and there was given to it authority to work 

6 for forty-two months. And it opened its mouth for blas
phemies against God, to blaspheme his name and his taber-

7 aade, and those who dwell in heaven. And it was allowed to 
wage war with the saints and to overcome them. And there 
was given to it authority over every tribe, and people, and 

8 tongue, and nation. And all the inhabitants of the earth will 
worship it whose names have not been written in the book 
of life of the Lamb who has been slain from the foundation 
of the world. 

9.10 If any man has an ear, let him hear. He who is for cap
tivity, into captivity he goes; he who kills by the sword, by 
the sword must he be killed. Here is the patience and the 
faith of the saints. 

11 T be Beast of the P.arlh And I saw another beast coming 
up out of the earth, and it had two horns like to those of a 

u lamb, but it spoke as does a dragon. And it exercised all the 
authority of the former beast in its sight; and it made the 
earth and the inhabitants therein to worship the first beast, 

13 whose deadly wound was healed. And it did great signs, so 
as even to make fire come down from heaven upon earth in 

14 the sight of mankind. And it leads astray the inhabitants of 
the earth, by reason of the signs which it was permitted to do 
in the sight of the beast, telling the inhabitants of the earth 
to make an image to the beast which has the wound of the 

13, 5: Fort;1-two months: or three and one-halI yean. See 11, 1-2 
n for the symbolic era of persecution. 

13, 6: Tabernacle: God's heavenly dwelling. 
13, 8: The correct arrangement of the phrase is: "whose names have 

not been written, from the foundation of the world, in the book of 
the life of the Lamb who has been slain." Book. of life: see Ps 68, 29 n. 

13, 10: Experts disagree on the original reading and meaning of 
the verse. He who is for cafltitJity, into captivity be J!.Oes: Christians 
must be resigned to captivity. Compare Jer 15, 2 where it is stated 
that no one can escape God's decrees. He who kills by the sword, 
bJ the sword muJt be be killed: some scholars interpret the phrase in 
the sense of resignation. Ao interpretation of others is: those who 
sfiY the Ouistians will themselves be slain. Compare Mt 26, 52. The 
text should not be used in favor of pacifism. 

13, 11-12: Commentators in general believe that the second beast 
performs the works of a false prophet and co-operates with the fust 
beast mentioned in v. 1. It is generally agreed that the second beast 
personifies all the contemporary pagan cults and institutions which 
operated hand in glove with emperor worship. 

13, 12: Whose deadly wound was healed: see 13, 3 o. 
13, 13-14: Allusion to feats of magic. Image lo the beast: allusion 
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1' sword, and yet lived. And it was permitted to give life to 
the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should 
both speak and cause that whoever should not worship the 

16 image of the beast should be killed. And it will cause all, 
the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the 
free and the bond, to have a mark on their right hand or on 

17 their foreheads, I and it will bring it about that no one may 
be able to buy or sell, except him who has the mark, either 
the name of the beast or the number of its name. 

18 Here is wisdom. He who has understanding, let him calcu-

14 

late the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man; 
and its number is six hundred and sixty-six. 

1 The Lamb and the Virgins And I saw, and behold, th"e 
Lamb was standing upon Mount Sion, and with him a hun
dred and forty-four thousand having his name and the name 

to worship of images of the emperor. Which has the wound of 1hs 
1word, and yel lived: see 13, 3 n. 

13, D: It was a common trick to make images "speak." 
13, 16: A mark: there are many educated guesses on the "mark" 

that identified the emperor-worshipers: A brand or tattoo? A certifi
cate! A sign in the allegorical sense? A cross as mentioned in Et 
9, 4? 

13, 17: Buy or sell: those who did not worship the emperor were 
persecuted through economic penalties. 

13, 18: Six hundred and Jixty-1ix: only 1o few manuscripts read 
six hundred and sixteen or six hundred and six; the most generally 
accepted figure is six hundred and sixty-six. 

Each Hebrew consonant (not the vowels) had a fixed numerical 
value. According to the majority of experts, he whose name totals six 
hundred and sixty-six in Hebrew consonants is Nero, more precisely, 
Kaisaa NeRoN. John means that Nero is the symbol of the persecuting 
Roman empire; he does not necessarily mean that Nero was the 
emperor who was actually persecuting at the time of John's writing. 
As to the actual significance of six hundred and sixty-six, there are 
differmt explanations. One claims that the number signifies a triple 
failure to attain the perfection of seven. The "beast," (the persecution) 
therefore, would fail. Scholars still have no adequate answers to 
explain why John suddenly switched to a cryptogram of Hebrew 
numbers since many readers of Apocalypse did not know Hebrew. The 
opinion is often given that John did not want to mention Nero openly 
lest the Christians incur the wrath of the Romans, but this is not 
convincing. Yet, to claim that six hundred and sixty-six signifies 
Nero would suppose the legend of Nero redivivu1, according to which 
Nero was to return after his death. There is no evidence of such a 
le~rnd in the present text. 

14, l: 1.Amb: the resurrected Christ is contrasted with the two 
preceding beasts. Mounl Sion: the Old Testament metaphor for the 
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2 of his Father written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice 
from heaven like a voice of many waters, and like a voice 
of loud thunder; and the voice that I heard was as of har-

5 pers playing on their harps. And they were singing as it 
were a new song before the throne, and before the four liv
ing creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the 
song except those hundred and forty-four thousand, who 

4 have been purchased from the earth- These are they who 
were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These fol
low the Lamb wherever he goes. These were purchased from 

5 among men, fu:st-fruits unto God and unto the Lamb, I and in 
their mouth there was found no lie; they are without blemish. 

6 The Three Angels And I saw another angel flying in 
midheaven, having an everlasting gospel to preach to those 
who dwell upon the earth and to every nation and tribe and 

7 tongue and people, \ saying with a loud voice, "Fear God, 
and give him honor, for the hour of his judgment has come; 
and worship him who made the heaven and the earth, the 

8 sea and fountains of waters." And another angel followed, 
saying, "She has fallen, Babylon the great, who of the wine 
of the wrath of her immorality has given all the nations to 
drink.'' 

rallying center of the remoant faithful to Yahweh. HavinJ!. his name 
•.. foreheads: a symbolic way of describing those who invoke the 
name of Jesus and God the Father. Both are often intimately associated 
in Apocalypse so that sometimes it is not clear who is meant. 

14, 2: The voice was that of choirs of angels singing in heaven. 
14, 3-4: A new sonJ!.: Compare Ps 32, 3 n. Four livinJ!, crea/ures: 

see 4, 6 n. The elders: see 4, 4 n. Hundred and forty-four 1hou1and 
•.. virgins: the majority opinion understands this to mean virgins 
in the literal sense or, at least, ascetics. Consequently, according to 
the majority opinion, these 144,000 are different from those of 7, 
4-8. These follow the Lzrnb: this may be a metaphor of marriage, if 
it alludes to Jer 2, 2. There the espousals at Sinai between God and 
his people is referred to. The chosen people followed Yahweh in the 
desert during their espousals. Purchased: see 1 Cor 6, 20 n. 

14, 5: No lie: it may mean that they did not invoke false gods or 
did not hesitate to be loyal to Jesus. 

14, 6-11: Three angels foretell the fall of Rome ("Babylon") and 
of her persecuting emperor-worshipers. The angels call the idolaters 
to repentance. Compare the vision of 8, 13. 

14, 6: Everlastin[!. f!.OIPel: this unusual and disputed expression 
does not mean the good news of Chrisfs Gospel but, according to 
some, the news of his definitive victory at the end of the world. 

14, 8-10: See 16, 7 n on the tone of vengeance. 
14, 8: This verse is a composite of different Old Testament texts, 

especially Is 21, 9. In the Old Testament, Babylon symbolized God"s 
enemies. In Apocalypse, Babylon is used as a symbol for Rome, the 
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9 And another, a third angel followed them, saying with a 
loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and its image and 

10 receives a mark upon his forehead or upon his hand, I he 
also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured unmixed into the cup of his wrath; and he shall be 
tormented with lire and brimstone in the sight of the holy 

11 angels and in the sight of the Lamb. And the smoke of their 
torments goes up forever and ever; and they rest neither day 
nor night, they who have worshipped the beast and its image, 
and anyone who receives the mark of its name." 

12 Blessedness of the Saints Here is the patience of the 
saints, who keep the commandments of God, and the faith 

B of Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth. Yes, 
says the Spirit, let them rest from their labors, for their 
works follow them." 

14 Vision of the /udgmenl And I saw, and behold, a white 
cloud, and upon the cloud one sitting like to a son of man, 
having upon his head a crown of gold and in his hand a 

15 sharp sickle. And another angel came forth out of the tem
ple crying with a loud voice to him who sat upon the cloud, 
"Put forth thy sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has 

16 come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe." And he who 

latest enemy of God's people whose destructiOll Apocalypse announces 
six more times. 

14, 9: Mark: see 13, 16 n. 
14, 10: The cup of hi1 wrath: the same metaphor as in Is 51, 17. 

Fire and brimJtnne: the expression probably comes originally from 
the description of Sodom and Gomorra's destruction (Gn 19, 24-26). 
The expression had become the characteristic description of God's 
judl'ment ( Ez 3R, 22). 

14, 11: Forever a11d ever: many commentators understand this verse 
to sil(nify the eternity of punishment in hell. 

14. 13: This verse is used in the Mass of Requiem. The faithful 
will he rewarded immediately after death. They will not have to wait 
for the second coming of Christ. See 6, 10-11 n. BleJJed: the second 
of the seven "beatitudes" in Apocalypse. The next is in 16, 15. 

14, 14-20: The metaphors of harvest and vintage are adapted from 
the Old Testament (Is 63, 1-6) to depict God's jud,ll;ment of the 
pagan world at the end of time. This theme is amplified in 19, 
11-21. 

14, 14-16: The angel in v. 14 is described as a "son of man" 
because he will "reap," a function usually attributed to Christ, the 
son of man. 

14, 1 ~: Out of the temple: it means from God's presence or from 
the Jerusalem temple as contrasted with the heavenlv temple ( v. 17). 
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sat on the cloud cast his sickle upon the earth, and the 
earth was reaped. 

17 And another angel came forth out of the temple that is 
18 in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And another angel 

came forth from the altar, he who has authority over the 
fire, and he called with a loud voice to him who had the 
sharp sickle, saying, "Put forth thy sharp sickle and gather 
the clusters of the vine of the earth; for its grapes are fully 

19 ripe." And the angel cast his sickle to the earth, and gath
ered the vintage of the earth, and cast it into the great wine 

20 press of the wrath of God. And the wine press was trodden 
outside the city, and there came forth blood out of the wine 
press, up to the horses' bridles, for a thousand and six hun
dred stadia. 

15 
1 The Angels and the Plagues And I saw another sign in 

heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven 
last plagues. For in them has been completed the wrath of 
God. 

2 The Sea of Glass And I saw as it were a sea of glass 
mingled with fire, and those who had overcome the beast 
and its image and the number of its name, standing on the 

3 sea of glass, having the harps of God I and singing the 
song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 

14, 18-20: The "altar" in heaven is a symbol of the martyrs' 
prayers for punishment of persecutors. The punishment is metaphori
cally depicted as a gory vintage. 

14, 19: Wine preis: compare Is 63, 1-6 n . 
. 14, 20: Outside the cit7: this may be a reference to a popular 
idea from .Old Test.amen! !Imes (Ez 38-39) that God will punish the 
pagan nations outside of Jerusalem. Up to the horses' bridles: similar 
pictures are found in extrabiblical apocryphal works (Sibylline Oracles, 
3, 682-684). A thousand and six hundred stadia: there are several 
educated guesses on the symbolic meaning, if there is one at all, 
of this two-hundred-mile river of blood. 

15, 1: God's wrath finds, as it were, its complete expression in these 
seven plagues. 

15, 2-4: John again encourages those who are persecuted. This time 
through the song of victory of the Christians in heaven over the 
beast (Roman emperors). 

15, 2: Sea of 1<lass: compare 4, 6. Fire: perhaps a symbol announcing 
God's imminent judgment. 

15, 3-4: Since the Christians symbolically passed through the Red 
Sea to heaven, they sing the "song of Moses" in remembrance of his 
song in Ex 15. The same song is called the "song of the Lamb" 
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saying, "Great and marvellous are thy works, 0 Lord God 
almighty; just and true are thy ways, 0 King of the ages. I 

4 Who will not fear thee, 0 Lord, and magnify thy name? for 
thou alone art holy. For all nations will come and worship 
before thee; because thy judgments are manifest." 

V. THE SEVEN BOWLS 

I. PREPARATORY VISION 

' The Angels and the Bowls And after this I looked, and 
behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony was 

6 opened in heaven, and there came forth out of the temple the 
seven angels who had the seven plagues, clothed with clean 
white linen, and girt about their breasts with golden girdles. 

7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven 
angels seven golden bowls, full of the wrath of God who 

8 lives forever and ever. And the temple was filled with smoke 
from the majesty of God, and from his power; and no one 
could enter into the temple till the seven plagues of the 
seven angels were finished. 

II. THE FIRST SIX BOWLS 

16 
1 The First Three Bowls And I heard a loud voice from 

the temple saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out the 

(Christ) because he redeemed them. The words of the song in vv, 
3-4 are not from Ex 15 but from a chain of Old Testament texts. 

15, 5: The temple is in apposition with "the tabernacle of the 
testimony," which is the tent of witness made by Moses in the desert 
(found only in Acts 7, 44). '"Testimony" or "witness" tent corresponds 
to the "meeting"" tent in the Pentateuch (Ex 27, 21). 

D, 6: The seven angels were perhaps clothed "like to a son of 
man" with royal vestments ("clean white linen") and with priestly 
vestments ("girt about their breasts with golden girdles"). See 1, 13 n. 

15, 7: Four livinf. crealures: see 4, 6 n. 
15, R: The lemp e was filled wilh smoke .. , power: commenta

tors give different meanings according to the different Old Testament 
passa,l(es which they believe are alluded to here. No one could enter 
• . ' finished: since the temple is a place of prayer, some scholars 
think the phrase means that no one could intercede to avert the 
imminent punishing plagues. 

16, 1-12: The seven plagues are similar to those described in The 
Seven Trumpets (8, 2ff), and both series of plagues resemble those of 
E.izypt. The plagues symbolize divine punishment upon the impenitent 
pa,l(an emperor worshipers. 

16, 1: Voice: of God, since his majesty filled the temple (15, 8). 
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2 seven bowls of the wrath of God upon the earth." And the 
first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a 
sore and grievous wound was made upon the men who have 
the mark of the beast, and upon those who worshipped its 

3 image. And the second poured out his bowl upon the sea, and 
it became blood as of a dead man; and every live thing in 

4 the sea died. And the third poured out his bowl upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters, and they became blood. 

' And I heard the angel of the waters saying, "Thou art 
just, 0 Lord, who art and who wast, 0 Holy One, because 

6 thou hast judged these things; \ because they poured out the 
blood of saints and prophets, blood also thou hast given 

7 them to drink; they deserve it!" And I heard the altar say
ing, "Yes, 0 Lord God almighty, true and just are thy 
judgments." 

e The Second Three Bowls And the fourth poured out his 
9 bowl upon the sun, and he was allowed to scorch mankind 

with fire. And mankind were scorched with great heat, and 
they blasphemed the name of God who has authority over 
these plagues, and they did not repent and give him glory. 

10 And the fifth poured out his bowl upon the throne of the 
beast; and its kingdom became dark, and they gnawed their 

11 tongues for pain. And they blasphemed the God of heaven 
because of their pains and their wounds, and they did not 

12 repent of their works. And the sixth poured out his bowl 
upon the great river Euphrates, and dried up its waters, that 
a way might be made ready for the kings from the rising sun. 

16, 2: A sore and grievous wound: compare the sixth plague of 
boils in Ex 9, 8-12. Mark: see 13, 16 n. 

16, 4: Compare the first plague of Egypt in Ex 7, 14-25. 
16, 6: Saints and prophets: the martyred Christians. 
16, 7: The altar: it means the souls of the dead as in 6, 9-11. The 

cry may be for God's justice, not for vengeance; or it may be a 
supplication in the form of a litany of wrath, meaning that the evil is 
counterbalanced by its punishment, as exemplified in 14, 8-10 where 
the wine of the wrath of Babylon is counterbalanced by the wine of 
the wrath of God. 

16, 8-9: This does not parallel any of the plagues of Egypt. 
16, 9: And mankind were swrched with great heat: the faithful 

were promised to be spared this heat in Is 49, 10; etc. They did not 
repent: see 16, 7 n and 11, 13 n. 

16, 10: Compare the ninth plague of Egypt in Ex 10, 21-23. 
16, 12: Many see therein an allusive prediction of the Parthians' 

invasion of the Roman empire by crossing the Euphrates. See 9, 
13-21 n. 
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Ill. AN INTERMEDIATE VISION 

AND THE SEVENTH BOWL 

843 

u The Un,/ean Spirits And I saw issuing from the mouth of 
the dragon, and from the mouth of the beast, and from the 
mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. 

14 For they are spirits of demons working signs, and they go 
forth unto the kings of the whole earth to gather them to

' gether for the battle on the great day of God almighty. I "Be
hold, I come as a thief! Blessed is he who watches and keeps 
his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

6 And he gathered them together in a place that is called in 
Hebrew Armagedon. 

1 1'he Seventh Bowl And the seventh poured out his bowl 
upon the air, and there came forth a loud voice out of the 

B temple from the throne, saying, "It has come to pass!" I And 
there were flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thun
der, and there was a great earthquake such as never has 
been since men were first upon the earth, so great an earth-

9 quake was it. And the great city came into three parts; and 
the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon the great was re· 

16, 13-14: A symbolic description of how Satan ("dragon"), the 
loman emperon ("beast") and the "false prophet" /l,O forth to 
.ssemble the pa/l,an nations for a final battle against Christ. See 17, 
.3-14 and 17, 16-17 n. The bdllls on Jhs p,redlAtJy: the battle is 
netaphorically described in vv. 18-21. In 17, 14 it is described as taking 
>lace between ten kiD/l,S and the Lamb. A more specific description 
,f the battle is given in 19, 11-21. FtJJse prophel: the same as "the 
cast of the earth," See 13, 11-12 n. 

16, n: The vene is explained as an interpolation or as a dramatic 
nterjection. Behold, l wme tJS tJ 1hief: the voice of Christ repeats the 
varning of Ap 3, 3. Bleued: the third "beatitude" in Apocalypse. The 
·ourth is in 19, 9. Garmenls ••• shame: experts differ on the precise 
.ignificance of the metaphon, but the general meanin/I, of spiritual 
·cndiness is clear. 

16, 16: ArmtJ11.edo'1: in Hebrew, "Har-Megiddo.'' This word appean 
>nly here. Experts dispute its meaning, but the most probable is "the 
nountain of Megiddo," even though there is no mountain at Me11iddo 
itself. 

Since so many important battles were fou/l,ht at the dty of Me11iddo 
In the plain of Esdraelon (J,115 '· 19-20), the site became a symbol of 
cntastrophic disaslen (see za 12, 11 n). That is why John chose it 
as an appropriate site for the symbolic battle between the pa,1tan 
nations and Christ at the end of the world. For a comparison with the 
Valll')I of Josaphat, see JI 4, 1-2 n. 

16, 17-21: See 16, 13·14 n. 
16, 19: Ci11: Rome, symbolically called "Babvlon." CtJme: sPlit. 
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membered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of h 
20 fierce wrath. And every island Red away, and the mountain 
21 could not be found. And great hail, heavy as a talent, cam 

down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed Go, 
because of the plague of the hail; for it was very great. 

VI. BABYLON THE GREAT 

17 
1 The Woman on the Scarlet Beast And there came on• 

of the seven angels who had the seven bowls, and he spok1 
with me, saying, "Come, I will show thee the condemnatior 

2 of the great harlot who sits upon many waters, I with whorr 
the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the in 
habitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of he1 
immorality." 

3 And he took me away in spirit into a desert. And I saw a 
woman sitting upon a scarlet-colored beast, full of names of 

4 blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the worn· 
an was clothed in purple and scarlet, and covered with gold 
and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden 
cup full of abominations and the uncleanness of her im· 

5 morality. And upon her forehead a name written-a mystery 
-Babylon the great, the mother of the harlotries and of the 

6 abominations of the earth. And I saw the woman drunk witli 
the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus. And wheo I saw her, I wondered with a great wonder. 

16, 21: Heavy as a talent: a hundredweight. Compare the eighth 
plague of Egypt in Ex 9, 22ff. 

17, 1-2: Harlot: Rome. Harlotry and "fornication" (v. 2) symboli?r 
the idolatry of emperor worship. Siu upon many waterJ: see 17, 15 n 
for the angel's explanation of this phrase, which comes from Jer ~I, 
13. Ki11gJ .•• inhabita1111 of the earth: emperor worship was wide!)' 
practiced. 

17, 3: A deurt: impure spirits were thought to dwell in deserts 
but here desert is employed because the sordid beast and the woman 
dwell there. Woman ... beast ... 1eve11 headJ and tell horn•: 
see 17, 7ff for the angel's explanation. This is the same beast of the 
sea as in 13, 1. 

17, 4: The description of the woman (Rome) hii:hlights the 
seductive qualities that emperor worship exerted throughout the Roman 
empire. 

17, 5: A my11ery--Bab)'lo11: "a m~tery" means a symbol, i.e., thr 
woman's symbolic name was Babylon which in tum was the symbolic 
name for Rome. See 14, B n. The Roman prostitutes wore a ribbon 
on their forehead with their name written on it. 

17, 6: An allusion to the Roman persecution of the Christians. 
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1 7 The Angel's Ex/Jldru1tion And the angel said to me, 
"Wherefore dost tbou wonder? I will tell thee the mystery 
of the woman, and of the beast that carries her which has 

1 a the seven heads and the ten horns. The beast that thou 
sawest was, and is not, and is about to come up from the 
abyss, and will go to destruction. And the inhabitants of the 
ruth-whose names have not been written in the book of life 
from the foundation of the world-will wonder when they see 

9 the beast which was, and is not. And here is the meaning 
for him who has wisdom. The seven heads are seven moun
tains upon which the woman sits; and they are seven kings; I 

10 live of them have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet 
come; and when he comes, he must remain a short time. 

111 And the beast that was, and is not, is moreover himself 
eighth, and is of the seven, and is on his way to destruction. 

IU "And the ten horns that thou sawest are ten kings, who 
have not received a kingdom as yet, but they will receive 

U authority as kings for one hour with the beast. These have 
one purpose, and their power and authority they give to the 

14 beast. These will light with the Lamb, and the Lamb will 

17, 7: Sevm heads: sec 17, 8-9 n. Ten horns: see 17, 16-17 n. 
17, R-9: Almost all commentators a11ree that the beast means Rome. 

iBut is it a specific Roman emperor or Nero redivivu1? See 17, 16-17 
n. We follow the latter as explained in 17, 11 n. "The seven heads" 
(of the beast in v. 8) are the "seven mountains," i.e., the seven hills 
upon which Rome was built. 

17, 9-11: Most commentators identify the "se'\>en kin11s" thus: 
Au11ustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius; the fifth is Nero, and the sixth 
("one is") actually reigninJ!, Vespasian; the seventh ("the other 
h•s not rel come; and when he comes, he must remain a short time") 
who wil rule only a few years is Titus (79-81); the eighth (see 17, 11 
~). a type of Nero red;vivus (see 17, 16-17 n) because of his 
:ruelty, is Domitian (81-96 A.O.). Since Apocalypse was written 
Juri1111 Domitian's reign it is commonly supposed that John pretends, 
by fictional antedatin11, to be writin11 durin11 the reip;n of Vespasian 
(69-79). 

17, 11: And the beasl 1ha1 was: this beast was a type of Nero 
rtdi1•11,u1, namely, Domitian (see 17, 9·11 n). Since John actually 
r.vrote durin11 Domitian's reign (81-96), but pretends to have been 
!Writing during Vespasian's reign (67-79), John can thus say that an 
tmperor (Domitian) cruel like Nero (therefore a Nero rediv;vus) 
will come, and John can speak of him as "the beast that was, and is 
not" (because Nero was dead), "is moreover himself eighth, and is 
hf the seven, and is on his way to destruction" lighting his way back 
to the throne aa explained in 17, 16-17 n. 

17, 12: And the ten horns 1ha1 thou sawesl are ten 1e.;n1!,J: from On 
7, 24. See 17, 16-17 n. 

17, 14: See 17, 16-17 n. For the full picture of the battle sec 
19. 11-21. 
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overcome them, for he is the Lord of lords, and the Kin 
of kings, and they who are with him, called, and chosen, an 
faithful." 

15 And he said to me, "The waters that thou sawest wher 
16 the harlot sits, are peoples and nations and tongues. Anc 

the ten horns that thou sawest, and the beast, these will hat 
the harlot, and will make her desolate and naked, and wil 

17 eat her flesh, and will burn her up in lire. For God has pn 
it into their hearts to carry out his purpose, to give thei 
kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are accorn 

18 plished. And the woman whom thou sawest is the great cit] 
which has kingship over the kings of the earth." 

18 
1 The Fall of Babylon And after this I saw another angel 

coming down from heaven, having great authority, and tht 
2 earth was lighted up by his glory. And he cried out with a 

mighty voice, saying, "She has fallen, she has fallen, Babylon 
the great; and has become a habitation of demons, a strong
hold of every unclean spirit, a stronghold of every unclean 

3 and hateful bird; I because all the nations have drunk of 
the wrath of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and by the power of her 
wantonness the merchants of the earth have grown rich." 

17, 15: The entire Roman empire is displayed as a sea. 
17, 16-17: After Nero died in 68 A.D., a legend grew that he 

would return alive (redivivus) to lead the Parthians across the 
Euphrates to reconquer Rome. His allies would be Rome"s vass,1h 
("the ten kings," v. 12). The vassals will rule for a brief time ("one 
hour,'" v. 12) with Nero ('"the beast,'" v. 12). Then Nero and his 
allies will light the Lamb (Christ) and be defeated (v. 14). "Th, 
ten horns'" (v. 16) symbolize Rome"s vassal kings and allies (v. 12) 
who will join "the beast"' (Nero redivivus) to Jight the ""harlot" 
(Rome). 

17, 18: Great city: Rome, as the prototype of all corrupt anJ 
persecuting empires. 

18, 1 ff: John has an angel proclaim that the fall of Rome (Babylon) 
has already been accomplished (v. 2). This apocalyptic characteristiL 
is intended to impart hope and encouragement to the persecuted 
Christians. 

18, 1: The description of the angel as Yahweh is based on Ez 43, 2. 
18, 2: The anticipated fall of Rome is also stated in 14, 8. A 

habitation of demons ... bird: these are stereotyped Old Testament 
metaphors used to describe the fall of Babylon (Is 13, 19-22), Edom 
and Ninive. 

18, 3: Because all the nations _ .. immorality: this repetition of 
14, 8 and 17, 2 is probably meant to justify the vengeance ( vv. 6-7). 
The merchants ..• rich: this idea is pursued in vv. 11-20. 
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•Her Sins and Punishment And I beard another voice from 
heaven saying, "Go out from her, my people, tha~ you may 
not share in her sins, and that you may not receive of her 

' plagues. For her sins have reached even to heaven, and the 
6 Lord has remembered her iniquities. Render to her as she also 

has rendered, and give her the double according to her 
works; in the cup that she has mixed, mix for her double. 

1 As much as she glorified herself and gave herself to wanton· 
ness, so much torment and mourning give to her. Because in 
her heart she says, 'I sit a queen, I am no widow, and I shall 

B not see mourning.' Therefore in one day her plagues shall 
come, death and mourning and famine; and she shall be burnt 
up in lire; for strong is God who will judge her." 

P Dirge of the Kin~s And the kings of the earth who with 
her committed fornication and lived wantonly will weep and 

u mourn over her when jhey see the smoke of her burning, 
standing afar off for fear of her torments, saying, "Woe, 
woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city, for in one hour 
has thy judgment come!" 

1 Dirge of the Mert"hants And the merchants of the earth 
will weep and mourn over her; for no one will buy their 

I merchandise any more: merchandise of gold and silver, and 
precious stones and pearls, and fine linen and purple, and 
silk and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all vessels of 
ivory, and all vessels of precious stone, and of brass, and of 

1 iron, and of marble, I and cinnamon and 'amomum and 

IA, 5: Her JinJ ha11s rsa(hed e11m to heaven: consequently, God 
"forced" to intervene by destroying Rome. 
18, 6: Render 10 her aJ Jhe alw haJ rendered: these words are 

1o•t probably modeled after Jeremia"s prophecy against Babylon, "as 
1c h.is done, do to her" (Jer 50, 15) and "Repay her for her deeds; 
i >he has done, do to her" (Jer 50, 29). How is such an unchristian 
Y for revenge to be explained in the. New Testament? Perhaps John 
11nks more of an Old Testament parallel text for vengeance than of 
:ngeance itself. The whole Apocalypse is practically a tissue woven of 
uallcls from the Old Testament. In other words, John develops the 
'.Id Tl".ltament doctrine of temporal retribution to a point of final 
1umph of the faithful over the wicked. 

IR, 7-8: Compare Is 47, 8·11 and the parallel warning against Rome 
' the Sibylline Orac/eJ O. 168-171). 
IR, 9·10: The tt"Xt seems based on Ez 26, 15·19 where the 

~rince• of the see" lament the fall of Tyre. 
IH, 9: Ki111:J ... fornfraJion: same idea in 17, 2. 
IA, 12-13: Compare the trade of Rome with that of Tyre in Ez 

7, 1-2~: Sla11eJ: traded perhaps to become gladiators. So11/J of mm: 
1 nllusion to white slavery. 
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spices, and ointment and frankincense, and wine and oil, an' 
fine flour and wheat, and beasts of burden and sheep an< 

14 horses, and chariots and slaves, and souls of men. And th• 
fruit which was the desire of thy soul departed from thee 
and all the fat and splendid things perished from thee, anc 

1' men will find them nevermore. The merchants of these things 
who grew rich by her, will stand afar off for fear of hu 

16 torments, weeping and mourning, I and saying, "Woe, woe 
the great city, which was clothed in fine linen and purple an< 
scarlet, and gilded in gold, and precious stone, and pearls; I 

17 for in one hour riches so great were laid waste!" 

Dirge of the Mariners And every shipmaster, and every 
one who sails to a place, and mariners, and all who work 

18 upon the sea, stood afar off, I and cried out as they saw 
the place of her burning, saying, "What city is like to thi~ 

19 great city?" And they cast dust on their heads, and cried oul 
weeping and mourning, saying, "Woe, woe, the great city, 
wherein all who had their ships at sea were made rich out 
of her wealth; for in one hour she has been laid waste!" 

20 Make merry over her, 0 heaven, and you the saints and 
the apostles and the prophets, for God has judged your 
cause upon her. 

21 The Angel's Promise And a strong angel took up a stone, 
as it were a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, sayin~. 
"With this violence will Babylon, the great city, be over 

22 thrown, and will not be found any more. And the sound 
of harpers and musicians and flute-players and trumpet 
will not be heard in thee any more; and no craftsman of 
any craft will be found in thee any more; and sound of 

23 millstone will not be heard in thee any more. And light 
of lamp will not shine in thee any more; and voice ot 
bridegroom and of bride will not be heard in thee any 
more; because thy merchants were the great men of the 
earth, for by thy sorcery all the nations have been led 

18, 17-19: Compare the lament of the mariners over Tyre in E1 
27, 28-34. 

18, 20: Note the contrast to the preceding dirges. 
18, 21: Angel: angels play a large role in the introductions of 

visions and in their conclusions. Mi//s1011e, a11d cast it ... any more: 
this is probably based on the same symbolic act against Babylon as 
described in Jer 51, 60-64. Note the inspired writer's skill in adaptini: 
literary material. 

18, 22-23: Compare Ez 26, 13. 
18, 23: Sorcery: perhaps idolatry is principally meant. 
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H astray. And in her was found blood of prophets and of 
saints, and of all who have been slain upon the earth." 

19 . 
1 The Angelic Song After th~e things I hear? as .~t were.~ 

loud voice of a great crowd m heaven, saymg, Alleluia. 
1 ulvation and glory and power belong to our God. I For true 

and just are his judgments, who has judged the great harlot 
who corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has 
a vengcd the blood of his servants at her hands." 

l And again they have said, "Alleluia! And the smoke of her 
goes up forever and ever!" 

And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures 
fell down and worshipped God who sits on the throne, 
and they said, "Amen! Alleluia!" 

And a voice came forth from the throne, saying, "Praise 
our God, all you his servants, and you who fear him, 
the small and the great!" 

~ The Song of Triumph And I heard as it were a voice of 
a great crowd, and as the voice of many waters, and as 
the voice of mighty thunders, saying, "Alleluia! for the Lord, 

' our God almighty, now reigns! I Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give glory to him; for the marriage of the Lamb 

1 has rnme, and his spouse has prepared herself. I And she has 
heen permitted to clothe herself in tine linen, shining, bright. 
for the fine linen is the just deeds of the .saints." 

And he said to me, "Write: Blessed are they who are 
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said 

I H. L·I: Another reason for Rome's impending doom is her perse-
"""'of th< Christians (stated also in 16, 6). 

I Y. I · I fl : The joy over Rome's doom continues. 
I '.J, I. ,·II/, lu1.1: o Hebrew word meaning "Praise the Lord." 
I'>. \ · c,,mparc Is 34, 10 which is also the basis for Ap 14, 11. 

11ne o;1 l111l.1,.., "c.T an allusion to the burning of Rome. • 
19, 4: 'fr<Tl//J four elder1: see 4, 4 n. Four /ivi1111. creature1: see 
r. n. Both .i.;roups oppear here for the last time in Apocalypse, 

mm! ,1/lduui!: th<"e words are also frequently repeated in present· 
1y l1tur~ic:s. 

i'I, 7: The marriage of the Lamb: the first appearance of this 
't"""'" theme ol Christ and his faithful in Apocalypse. 
l'I. 9: A11d h• J.i1J: the an.11el who usually explains the visions. 

/, '"" arr thq: the fourth "beatitude" refers to the martyrs and 
".'l'hcts and to the faithful. T')~ fifth beatitude is mentioned in 20, 6. 
11"" ,,,.. true u·orJr of God : this phrase does not mean that the 
-c, cdrng visions of Rome's fall, beginning from ch. 17, are to be taken 
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10 to me, "These are true words of God." And I fell down 
before his feet to worship him. And he said to me, "Thou 
must not do that. I am a fellow-servant of thine and of thy 
brethren who give the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! fo1 
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 

VII. THE CONSUMMATION 

11 The Divine Warrior And I saw heaven standing open; 
and behold, a white horse, and he who sat upon it is called 
Faithful and True, and with justice he judges and wages war. 

12 And his eyes are as a flame of fire, and on his head 
are many diadems; he has a name written which no man 

13 knows except himself. And he is clothed in a garment 
sprinkled with blood, and his name is called The w·ord 

14 of God. And the armies of heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and pure, were following him on white horses. 

as literal predictions. Its main lesson is encouragement, for there will be 
a jubilant final victory at the end of the world in spite of the present 
but passing victories of God's enemies. This is the message of 
Apocalypse at and for all times. 

19, 10: The message embodied in the vision was so stunning that 
John depicts himself as paying homage in true oriental style. The 
inspired writer may here be allusively attacking the false angel worsh1r 
prevalent in his day. 

19, 11-16: To encourage his readers, John creates the New Tesla· 
ment's most magnificent portrait of Christ as victorious judge and 
warrior at the end of the world when he leads the faithful in heave11 
against pagan persecutors. 

19, 11: Most biblical critics identify the rider of the white horse 
with Christ. See 6, 2 n. The first epithet "Faithful" is said of him i11 
1, 5, the second epithet "True" is applied to him in 3, 7, and both 
are said of him in 3, 14. 

19, 12: And hi1 eye1 are aJ a flame of fire: this may mean that his 
glance penetrates everything when he judges (see 1, 14 n and 2, 18). 
Many diademJ: the judge is also a king, wearing perhaps a tiara. 
He haJ a name ... him1elf: maybe, John envisions Christ wearing a 
banner "With the inscription: Yahweh. Another opinion is: the "name 
which no man knows" means that no creature can know Christ's 
nature. Compare 2, 17. 

19, 13: And he iJ clothed in a Karmen/ JfJrinkled with blood: the 
picture of Yahweh as he returns with a bloodstained garment from 
conquering his people's enemies at the end of the world. And his 
name iJ called The Word of God: Christ's proper name is not 
meant here but his office, namely: God speaks to men through him 
as in Heb 1, llf. The Word: See Jn 1, 14 n. 

19, 14: Armie1: it is disputed whether they are the angels, or the 
saved who are in heaven (especially the martyrs), or both. 
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ll King of Kings and Lord of Lords And from his mouth 
goes forth a sharp sword with which to smite the nations. 
And he will rule them with a rod of iron, and he treads 

16 the wine press of the fierce wrath of God almighty. And he 
has on his garment and on his thigh a name written, "King 
of kings and Lord of lords." 

17 Defeat of the Beast and the False Prophet And I saw 
an angel standing in the sun, and he cried with a loud voice, 
saying to all the birds that fly in midheaven, "Come, gather 

1e yourselves together to the great supper of God, I that you 
may eat flesh of kings, and flesh of tribunes, and flesh of 
mighty men, and flesh of horses, and of those who sit 
upon them, and flesh of all men, free and bond, small 
and great." 

19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth and their 
armies gathered together to wage war against him who 

20 was sitting upon the horse, and against his army. And 
the beast was seized, and with it the false prophet who did 
signs before it wherewith he deceived those who accepted 
the mark of the beast and who worshipped its image. These 
two were cast alive into the pool of lire that burns with 

n hrimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword of 
him who sits upon the horse, the sword that goes forth 
out of his mouth; and all the birds were filled with their 
Jlesh. 

19, 15: Sword •.. na1io11s: our Lord comes to juclge and con
demn the enemies. Compare Wis 18, 15ff. Rule them with a rod of 
;ron: see 12, 5 n. He lreads the wine preu .• , almi/!,hly: see 19, 
13 n. 

19, 16: See 19, 11-16 n. The Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's 
M,·11iah is the best expressive musical commentary of Christ as the 
111osl powerful king and lord. 

19, 17·1R: John probably believes the sun to be the uppermost 
point in the heavens. He places the angel there because of an an
rn>Lmcement of great importance, namely: the invitation to all the 
hirds to feast on dead enemies about to fall at the hands of Christ. 
fa 19, 17 -20 inspired this imagery. See Ez 38-39 n. 

19, 19: Beas/, and the kin/!,J of the earth: a reference to Rome and 
the pag•n allied kin,i;s in 17, 12-14. See 17, 16-17 n. All these 
enemies are also symbols of forces opposing God at the end of the 
worlcl. 

19, 20: Pal.re Prophet: the beast of the earth in 13 11-18. See 13 
11 n. l'ou/ of fi,.e that bums with brimJJune: see 14, '10 n. This pooi 
is not _Hades ( sheol) or the bottomless pit, but a place of eternal 
d.unnation and punishment for sinners. 
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20 
1 Satan Chained And I saw an angel coming down from 

heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in 
2 his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, the ancient serpent, 

who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
3 years. And he cast him into the abyss, and closed and 

sealed it over him, that he should deceive the nations no 
more, until the thousand years should be finished. And 
after that he must be let loose for a little while. 

4 Reign of the Saints And I saw thrones, and men sat upon 
them and judgment was given to them. And I saw the 
souls of those who had been beheaded because of the 

20, 1-6: According to the majority opinion, John has an angel 
chain Satan for a ""thousand years,'" a symbolic number representmg 
the life span of the Church on earth as a time of trial. The 1,000 years 
would explain the "short time'" mentioned in 12, 12. After the "'thou
sand years,"' that is, at the end of the world, Satan will be released to 
prepare for the final battle against Christ. The main objection to the 
majority opinion is, perhaps, that John would have Satan chained 
and inactive for one thousand years ( 20, 3) and simultaneously have 
him lead astray the whole world (12, 7-12 n). 

The main minority opinion differs. It holds that after the persecu
tion, i.e., the time of John"s writing, and before the final combat 
between Christ and the nations (Gog and Magog), there would be 
an era of spiritual rejuvenation ( 1,000 years). This minority view is 
based on the Book of Ezekiel. A spiritual renewal is described in Ez 
3 7 after the Babylonian persecution, and the final combat against Gog 
and Magog is recorded in Ez 38-39. John would be following 
Ezekiel"s pattern by having a spiritual reawakening follow the Roman 
persecution. 

Based on an erroneous opinion, held by several Fathers of the 
Church, it was taught that after one thousand years and before the 
end of the world, there would be another one thousand years of peace 
and material prosperity on earth for Christians living with Christ. 
(An example of the exaggerated material prosperity may be found in 
Apocryphal 4 Esd 7, 26-36.) This doctrine of the millennium or 
chiliasm has never been condemned as heretical by the Church, but 
was only declared erroneous. In 1941 the Church warned against the 
mitigated millenarianism professed in some South American circles. 
Mormons, Adventists, and Jehovah's Witnesses adhere to a form of 
millenarianism. 

20, 4: Thrones, and men sat ... . ~iven to them: there is no ade
quate explanation of v. 4. According to one opinion, the meaning of 
"I saw thrones, and men sat upon them and judgment was given to 
them"' is: Our Lord presides over the heavenly court which recognizes 
the Christians" right to be associated with the kingdom of the Messia. 
These Christians seem differentiated from the "beheaded"' martyrs in 
the later part of v. 4. The souls of those ... beheaded ... came 
to life a11d rei~ned with Christ a thousand years: the dead martvrs 
(13, 15) are privileged to enjoy the "first resurrection" (v. 5) with 
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witness to Jesus and because of the word of God, and who 
did not worship the beast or his image, and did not accept 
his mark upon their foreheads or upon their hands. And they 

5 came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The 
rest of the dead did not come to life till the thousand years 

6 were finished. This is the first resurrection. I Blessed and ho! y 
is he who has part in the first resurrection! Over these the 
second death has no power; but they will be priests of God 
and Christ, and will reign with him a thousand years. 

7 Satan Loosed And when the thousand years are finished, 
Satan will be released from his prison, and will go forth and 
deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, and will gather them together for the 

e battle; the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And 
they went up over the breadth of the earth and encom-

9 passed the camp of the saints, and the beloved city. And 
fire from God came down out of heaven and devoured 
them. And the devil who deceived them was cast into 
the pool of fire and brimstone, where are also the beast 

10 I and the false prophet; and they will be tormented day 
and night forever and ever. 

11 The Last /udgment And I saw a great white throne and 
the one who sat upon it; from his face the earth and heaven 

Christ in heaven for "a thousand years," i.e., while the Church simul
taneously continues on earth and before the general or second resur
rection at the end of the world. 

20, 5: The rest of the dead: those Christians who, after the first 
resurrection, lived during the ""thousand years'' on earth till the end 
of the world and therefore died physically, will be resurrected at the 
end of the world at the second resurrection. 

20, 6: The Jecond death: eternal damnation, as v. 14 clearly shows. 
But they will be priest! ••• a thousand years: this phrase refers to 
the "Blessed" dead (i.e., the martyrs) who are in heaven while the 
Church continues on earth. This is the fifth "beatitude." (The sixth 
is in 22, 7.) 

20, 7-10: At the end of the 1,000 years, at the end of the world, 
Christ will battle Satan's followers, called Gog and Magog ( Ez 38). 
According to 19, 20, Christ will confine Satan to hell ""where are also 
the beast and the false prophet" (vv. 9-10). The site of the battle is 
metaphorically situated in Jerusalem, "the beloved city." Therefore, 
John implies that the beast (the Roman empire), paganism and 
Satan, will outlive the Christians of his day. 

20, 10: False prophet: see 13, 11 n. 
20, 11: The one: God. Earth and heaven fled away: to give place 

to a new heaven and a new earth (21, 1). 
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12 fled away, and there was found no place for them. And I 
saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before 
the throne, and scrolls were opened. And another scroll 
was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were 
judged out of those things that were written in the scrolls, 

n according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead 
that were in it, and death and hell gave up the dead that 
were in them; and they were judged each one, according 
to their works. 

14 And hell and death were cast into the pool of fire. 
ll This is the second death, the pool of fire. I And if anyone 

was not found written in the book of life, he was cast 
into the pool of fire. 

21 
1 New Heaven and New Earth And I saw a new heaven 

and a new earth. For the first heaven and the first earth 

20, 12: Dead, the /!,real a11d Jhe Ima//: all the dead. This expres· 
sion is found three times in Apocalypse. Scro/II: registers that show 
the <ll-eds of all good and evil men. Another 1cro// .•. the book of 
lift•: registers showing the deeds of only those who will be saved. 
See 3, 5 n. 

20, 13: All the dead and Hades are personified as two monsters. 
Hades is coupled with the sea to mean that all the dead will be 
judged. How strongly John emphasizes that God's judgment will 
he passed on all men is shown in v. 12. This is a clear New Testa
ment doctrine (Mt 25, 32). 

20, 14: Hell a11d dealh ..• pool of fire: the two personified 
monsters are eliminated. "Death" is eliminated because no one will die 
any more, as I Cor 15, 26 also says: "Hell," i.e., Hades, the abode of 
the dead, will no longer exist. Thi! i1 Jhe ucond death: eternal dam
nation. The pool of fire: hell, place of the eternally damned. The 
attribution of "second death" to "the pool of fire" means that only he 
who is cast into hell is definitely dead, because he is separated from 
Gnd. 

10, 15: Same idea as explained in 20, 14 n. Book of life: see 20, 
12 II. 

21, 1-22, 5: After having shown the passing away of the old 
earth and heaven ( 20, 11) and the banishment of the wicked to hell 
forever (20, 14·15), John depicts God's eternal kingdom in heaven. 

21. 1-2: The new heaven, the new earth (Is 65, 17·25) and the 
new_ Jerusalem are metaphors for heaven. They are not meant to signi
fy l1Ierally a new material earth. See 2 Pt 3, 10·13 n. The 1ea i1 no 
mure: in the metaphorical new world the sea is, perhaps, omitted for 
the reason that its storms and tempests did not lit into a happy world, 
or that the sea was considered the home of God's enemies (see Ps 73, 
U-15 n\. 
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2 passed away, and the sea is no more. And I saw the holy 
city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

3 God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold the 
dwelling of God with men, and he will dwell with them. 
And they will be his people, and God himself will be with 

4 them as their God. I And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes. And death shall be no more; neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more, for the 
former things have passed away." 

5 The Promise And he who was sitting on the throne said, 
"Behold, I make all things new!" And he said, "Write, for 

6 these words are trustworthy and true." And he said to me, 
"It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To him who thirsts I will give of the fountain 

7 of the water of life freely. I He who overcomes shall pos
sess these things, and I will be his God, and he shall be my 

B son. I But as for the cowardly and unbelieving, and abomi
nable and murderers, and fornicators and sorcerers, and idol
aters and all liars, their portion shall be in the pool that 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 

9 The Heavenly /erusalem And there came one of the 
seven angels who had the bowls full of the seven last plagues; 
and he spoke with me, saying, "Come, I will show thee 

10 the bride, the spouse of the Lamb." And he took me up 

21, 2-5: The liturgy aptly accommodates this passage in the cere
mony of the dedication of a church. 

21, 2: Extrabiblical books from the time of Christ mention the 
popular idea of a new Jerusalem descending from heaven to replace 
the earthly city (4 Esd 7, 26). A bride adorned for her husband: 
compare 19, 7. 

21, 4: God will wipe away every tear from their eye1: a quote 
from Is 25, 8. 

21, 6: It iJ done: one of several interpretations is that the new 
creation is now ended. I am rhe Alpha and rhe Ome!!,a: see 1, 8 n. 

21, 7: Compare 7, 17. 
21, 8: See the same idea in 20, 14-15 n. 
21, 9-22, 5: The majority of scholars, regardless of their differ

ent opinions on the previous parts of Apocalypse, believe that John is 
speaking of the Jerusalem in heaven at the end of the world. Even 
21, 24-27 which appear to refer only to the faithful on earth, refer 
really to the same heavenly Jerusalem at the end of the world. These 
verses borrow heavily from the Old Testament. The Jerusalem in 
heaven (21, 9-22, 5) is the apex of Apocalypse. 

21, 9-10: The new Jerusalem is described as the bride of the Lamb. 
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in spmt to a mountain, great and high, and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

II God, I having the glory of God. Its light was like to a 
precious stone, all it were a jasper-stone, clear as crystal. 

12 And it had a wall great and high with twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written on 
them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 

u children of Israel. On the east are three gates, and on the 
north three gates, and on the south three gates, and on the 

14 west three gates. And the wall of the city has twelve foun
dation stones, and on them twelve names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. 

u And he who spoke with me had a measure, a golden 
reed, to measure the city and the gates thereof and the wall. 

16 And the city stands foursquare, and its length is as great 
as its breadth; and he measured the city with the reed, 
to twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and 

17 the height of it are equal. And he measured its wall, 
of a hundred and forty-four cubits, man's measure, that is, 

le angel's measure. And the material of its wall was jasper; 
19 but the city itself was pure gold, like pure glass. And the 

foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with 
every precious stone. The first foundation, jasper; the sec-

20 ond, sapphire; the third, agate; the fourth, emerald; I the 

21, II: Having the glory of God: because the city came from 
Go<l. /a1/>er-11one, dear aJ cryllal: see 4, 3 n. 

21, 12: Twelve ga/e1: the frequent use of twelve in the descrip
tion of the heavenly Jerusalem stresses its perfection. 

21, 13: Three gaJe1: a repetition from Ez 4j1, 30-34, to symbolize 
stability. 

21, 14: The new twelve tribes are the twelve apostles. It is char
acteristic of John to tran&pose Old Testament images to New Testa
ment realities. 

21, 1'-17: Compare the measuring in 11, 1-2. The symbolic mean
ing of the measuring here is disputed. One opinion is that it means 
unchangeableness since the measuring is done by God. 

21, 16: Length, breadth, and height equally measured 1,500 miles. 
The symmetry symbolizes the city's perfection. 

21, 17: The city wall was 216 feet high. Man'1 meaJure ... 
an11.el' J mea1ure: it means that the angel used the common measuring 
standards of humans. 

21, l A-21: As often happens in interpreting passages of Apoca
lypse, commentators do not agree as to which Old Testament passages 
are used in the descriptions of the materials. 

21, 19-20: The twelve precious stones of the twelve foundations 
of the city wall are almost identical with the twelve precious stones 
of the high priest's breastplate described in Ex 28, 17-21 and 39. 10-
14. The twelve stones on the breastplate were inscribed with the 
names of the twelve tribes. See 21. 14 n. 
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fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; 
the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; 

21 the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. And the twelve 
gates were twelve pearls; that is, each gate was of a single 
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass. 

22 God and the Lamb Give It Light And I saw no temple 
therein. For the Lord God almighty and the Lamb are the 

23 temple thereof. And the city has no need of the sun or the 
moon to shine upon it. For the glory of God lights it up, 

24 and the Lamb is the lamp thereof. And the nations shall walk 
by the light thereof; and the kings of the earth shall bring 

2~ their glory and honor into it. And its gates shall not be shut 
26 by day; for there shall be no night there. And they shall 
27 bring the glory and the honor of nations into it. And there 

22 

shall not enter into it anything defiled, nor he who prac
tises abomination and falsehood, but those only who are 
written in the book of life of the Lamb. 

1 The River and Tree of Life And he showed me a river 
of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming forth from 

2 the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the city 
street, on both sides of the river, was the tree of life, bearing 
twelve fruits, yielding its fruit according to each month, 
and the leaves for the healing of the nations. 

21, 22-22, 5: It is clear that John intends a spiritual meaning in 
metaphorical terms, but commentators differ on the precise spiritual 
meaning. 

21, 22: Heaven will be so spiritual that God and Jesus will re
place the temple. The same idea is more plainly stated in Jn 2, 19-21. 

21, 22-22, 3: Notice the gradual identification of God with the 
"Lamb," Jesus. 

21, 23: One opinion is that God's glory is far superior to man's 
notion of earthly splendor. 

21, 24-27: See 21, 9-22, 5 n. 
21, 24: A symbolic reference to the conversion of the Gentiles. 

See Is 60, 1-63, 6 n. And the nations shall walk by the li?.ht 
thereof: quotation from Is 60, 3. 

21, 25: A symbol of heavenly security. 
21, 27: There shall not enter into it anythinx defiled: an adaptation 

of Is 52, 1. 
22, 1-2: The joy of heaven is depicted through allusions to Eze

chiel. (See Ez 47, 1-12 n.) 
22, 2: In the midst of the &ity street: a reference to either Ez 47, 

12 or Gn 3, 3. 
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~The Throne of God and of the Lnnb And there shall be 
no more any accursed thing; but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall serve him. 

4 And they shall see his face and his name shall be on their 
' foreheads. And night shall be no more, and they shall have 

no need of light of lamp, or light of sun, for the Lord God 
will shed light upon them; and they shall reign forever 
and ever. 

EPILOGUE 

6 Confirmation And he said to me, "These words are trust
worthy and true; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of 
the prophets, sent his angel to show to his servants what 

7 mwt shortly come to pass. I And behold, I come quickly! 
Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this 

e book."" And I, John, am he who heard and saw these things. 
And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the 

9 feet of the angel who showed me these things. And he said 
to me, "'Thou must not do that. I am a fellow-servant of 
thine and of thy brethren the prophets, and of those who keep 
the words of this book. Worship God!" 

10 Words of Christ And he said to me, "Do not seal up the 
words of the prophecy of this book; for the time is at hand. 

11 He who does wrong, let him do wrong still; and he who is 
filthy, let him be filthy still; and he who is just, let him 
be just still; and he who is holy, Jet him be hallowed 

22, 3: Compare 3, 21 and Za 14, 11. 
22, 4: His name shall be on lheir foreheads: a metaphorical way 

11f sayin11 that they shall belon11 to him. 
22, ) : Almost the same notion as explained in 21, 23 n. 
22, 6: And he said: the an11el said. These words: the book of 

Apo~alypse. The God of lhe spirils of lhe prophelI: God who 11ives 
chamms to the prophets. See 1 Cor 12, 10. His SeNJanls: the inspired 
writer and his disciples. 

22, 7: "I come quickly": John probably has the anRCl interrupted 
by the voice of Jesw saying these three words of encoura11ement. 
Blessed: this is the sixth "'beatitude."" The seventh is in 22, 14. 

22, R-9: Approximately the eame idea as explained in 19, 10 n. 
22, 10: "H• [the voice of Jesus] said 10 me" [John]: it means that 

this tenching must not be sealed and be put away till some future 
tome, as is usually done with an apocalyptic book. The contents of 
this book are to be disclosed now. For a comparison see 10, 4 n. 

22, 11-12: This is not a blanket permission to sin. It means that 
the good and the wicked will exist till the end of time when each 
will be rewarded or punished accordingly. 
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12 still. I Behold, I come quickly! And my reward is with 
13 me, to render to each one according to his works. I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the begin-
14 ning and the end!" Blessed are they who wash their robes 

that they may have the right to the tree of life, and that 
n by the gates they may enter into the city. Outside are the 

dogs, and the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the mur
derers, and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and prac
tises falsehood. 

16 Final Attestation "l, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to 
you these things concerning the churches. I am the root and 

17 the offspring of David, the bright morning star." And the 
Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears 
say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come; and he who 

lB wishes, let him receive the water of life freely. I testify to 
everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book. 
If anyone shall add to them, God will add unto him the 

19 plagues that are written in this book. And if anyone shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
will take away his portion from the tree of life, and from the 
holy city, and from the things that are written in this book. 

20 He who testifies to these things says, "It is true, I come 
21 quickly!" Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ be with all. Amen-

22, 13: Jesus identifies himself with God. See 1, 8 n. 
22, 14: BleIIed: this is the seventh "'beatitude."' Wa.rh their robes: 

see 7, 14 n. Tree of life: see 22, 2. By the ~ates ... (ity: see 21, 9. 
22, 15: A condemnation of the wicked. Compare 21, 27. 
22, 16: To you: to John. Jesus, by becoming man, heralds God 

as the morning star announces the sun. 
22, 17: There are almost as many opinions as commentators on 

the meaning of this verse. 
22, 18-19: I testify: John has the voice of Jesus continue. If any

one shall add ... take away: this idea comes, most likely, from Dt 
4, 2 and 13, 1. 

22, 20: He who: voice of Jesus. Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!: John 
says this. I wme: this is the seventh time Jesus speaks these words 
in Apocalypse. 

22, 21: There is great disagreement on the original reading of the 
last verse. 
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